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EXTRACTS FROM THP: JOURNAL.

I.

RESOLUTION ORDERING THE INQUIRY.

By the Seriate of the United States of America

:

In the Senate of the United States,
3Iarch 31, 1876.

Eesolved, Whereas it is alleged that the late election in Mississippi
(in 1875) for members of Congress, State officers, and members of the
legislature was characterized by great frauds committed upon and vio-

lence exercised toward the colored citizens of that State and the white
citizens disposed to support their rights, and especially that the col-

ored voters, on account of their color, race, or previous condition of serv-

itude, were by intimidation and force deterred from voting, or com-
pelled to vote, contrary to their wishes, for candidates and in support of
parties to whom they were opposed, and their right to the free exercise
of the elective franchise, as secured by the fifteenth amendment to the
Constitution, thus practically denied and violated, and that such intim-
idation has been since continued for the purpose of affecting future
elections; and

Whereas the people of all the United States have an interest in and a
right to insist upon the enforcement of this constitutional amendment,
and Congress, having the power to enforce it by appropriate legislation,

cannot properly neglect the duty of providing the necessary legislation

for this purpose : Therefore
Resolved, That a committee of five Senators be appointed by the Chair

to investigate the truth of these allegations, and to inquire how far these
constitutional rights have in the said election been violated by force,

fraud, or intimidation, and to inquire and report to the Senate before
the end of the present session whether any, and, if so, what, legislation

is necessary to secure the said colored citizens the free enjoyment of
their constitutional rights : and that said committee be empowered to

visit said State, to send for persons and papers, to take testimony on
oath, and to use all necessary process for these purposes.

II.

orders appointing the committee.

In the Senate of the United States,
April 4, 1876.

Ordered, That Mr. Boutwell, Mr. Cameron of Wisconsin, Mr. Oglesby,
Mr. Bayard, and Mr. McDonald be the said committee.

In the Senate of the United States,
April 25, 1876.

The President pro tempore appointed Mr. McMillan a member of

the select comoiittee to inquire into certain allegations of fraud in the
recent election in Mississippi, in place of Mr. Oglesby,.excused.
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III. .

resolution authorizing employment of officers.

In the Senate of the United States,
April 11, 1876.

Resolved hy the Senate^ That the special committee appoiutecl by the
Senate, under a resolution adopted on the 31st day ot'March last, to inves-

tigate the late election in Mississippi, be authorized toemi)loy a clerk

and stenographer, to send for persons and papers, to administer oaths
and take testimony ; and the expenses of said committee shall be paid
upon vouchers approved by the chairman of the committee.

IV.

resolution extending the investigation.

[From the Congressional Record of May 19, 1876, page 20, Senate proceedings.]

" Mr. Morton. I offer the following resolution :

" Resolved, That the special committee heretofore appointed by the Senate to investi-
gate the late election in Mississippi be instructed to investigate also the late alleged
killing of people and outrages coiimiitted iHMir the Mississij)pi and Lonisana line, and
on and near Baj'ou Tunica, and on Red River; and tiiat for thispurpose the committee
shall have all the power and authority conferred by the original resolution for their
appointment.

" I should like to read, in connection with this resolution, the following
dispatch received by Governor Kellogg, who is now in the city, late last

night from H. C. Clarke, his private secretary :

" Nkw Oki.eans, May 17, 1876.
" To Governor Kellogg, ( TViUard's Hotel,) Washington, D. C. :

" Watson, supervisor registration, Swaizie's son, and other colored fugitives from
Feliciana arrived; details horrible. Two young colored girls taken from cliurch at
Iven's Place, two miles Mississippi line, Sunday, and ravished to death by young white
men from Mississipj)i. Altout six whitf men known to be killed and nearly sixty col-

ored men liauged or shot up to Tuesday niglit. At Bayou Tunica, four hundred colored
men and al)our the same nun)ber wiiites are under arms, the bayou between them,,
colored men resisting i)assage of bay()U by white regulators.

" If committee comes, cannot they be instructed to take testimonv ?

" H. C. CLARKE.

"The resolution was considered by unanimous consent and agreed to.'^

V.

meetings of the committee.

The committee met and took testimony at Washington, D. C, April

27, 28, 2!) ; May 1, 3, 4, 5. G, 9, 31 ; June'l.

Jackson, Miss., June 0, 10, 12, 13, 14, :5, 10, 17, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24.

Aberdeen, Miss., June 2G, 27.

Washington, D. C, July 7, 8, 10, 11, 12, 13, 15, 20, 27.

VI.

PROTEST AGAINST RECEIVING TELEGRAPHIC DISPATCHES.

At Jackson, Miss., June 12, John Galbraith was called. His sum-
mons contained these words :

Bring with you all telegraphic dis[iatches signed by or addressed to General J. Z.
George, and dated in the months of September, October, and November, 1^75.

When Mr. (ialbraith ai)peared this debate took place in commit'ee, and
it was ordered to be entered in the journal

:
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Senator Bayard: Mr. ChairmaD, this morning, just before the com-
mittee met, you stated to Mr. McDonald and myself something concern-
ing this suliject. Until that time we had no information of the inten-

tion of the committee to call for the telegraphic correspondence of Gen-
eral George or anybody else, and all that we desire to do now is to have
it appear on the record of the proceedings of this committee that we
disapprove of the seizure of the correspondence of any private citizen by
this committee, unless it be to contradict a witness who has been sum-
moned before the committee by his own telegrams in a matter within
the jurisdiction of the committee to impeach him. I care nothing for

this correspondence, but simply want an objection to appear of record
Mr. George is a private citizen of this State, who has not been sum-
moned before this committee, and we consider that he has rights, and
those with whom he corresponds have rights, which should be guarded.
This is a sweeping order to bring all the dispatches seut by or addressed
to General J. Z. George, and I desire to appear on record as opposed to

such arbitrary action.

Senator McDonald. I agree with all that Mr. Bayard has said. I

understand the regulations adopted by the telegraph company in ref-

erence to correspondence prohibit their agents from exhibiting cor-

respondence to any person except those who send the dispatches or those
to whom they are sent, unless by order of a court of competent jurisdic-

tion—a court or tribunal where the ends of justice require the produc-
tion of the correspondence as instruments of evidence. I do not under-
stand that the custodian of those papers is subject to a subpoena duces
tecum in the present case. There is a violation of the regulations made
for the benefit of those who patronize the telegraph companies by in-

trusting their correspondence to it, and at present I see nothing to war-
rant me, as a member of this committee, even if I thought such power
was vested in it, (and I am not clear about that,) to issue such an order
as a court might issue in a proper case. I see nothing that would jus-

tify me in voting for such an order in this case.

Senator Cameron. If this was an original question, possibly I might
agree with you ; but since 1866 congressional committees have in nu-
merous cases required the superintendents of telegraphs to produce
telegrams ; and, so far as 1 know, they have always been produced.
Every congressional committee, I think, of the j)resent House of Rep-
resentatives has required the production of telegraphic dispatches before
it, and they have beeu produced. It is now too late to raise the ques-
tion.

VII.

RESOLUTION AS TO PUBLIC SESSIONS.

At the meeting of the committee at Washington, April 29, Senator
Bayard offered this resolution :

Resolved, That in taking testimony this committee shall sit with open doors until
otherwise ordered.

After discussion a vote was taken, and the resolution lost ; Senators
Bayard and McDonald voting in the affirmative.

VIII.

APPOINTMENT OF OFFICERS.

At the first meeting of the comtoittee, in Washington, April 27, James
Redpath,of Massachusetts, was appointed clerk; E. 0. Bartlett, of Maine,
stenographer. Senate Postmaster Creary, ofMichigan, was subsequently
deputed by Sergeant-at-Arms French as assistant sergeantat-arms, and
accompanied the committee to Mississippi in that capacity.
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44Tn Congress, ) SENATE. i Eeport
1st jSession. j ( No. 527.

IN THE SENATE OF TUE UNITED STATES.

August 7, 1876.—Ordered to be printed.

Mr. BoTJTWELL, from the Select Committee to Inquire into Alleged
Frauds in the Recent Election in Mississippi, submitted the fol-

lowing

REPORT:
The special committee appointed under a resolution of the Senate

adopted on the 3Ist of March last, and instructed to inquire how far the
rights of the people of Mississippi, guaranteed by the Constitution of
the United States, and secured es[)ecially by the fifteenth amendment,
were violated by force, fraud, or intimidation at the election held in that

State on the 2d of November, 1875, respectfully submit to the Senate
the testimony taken, with the conclusions of the committee thereon.

The testimony will fully support the allegation that force, fraud, and
intimidation were used generally and successfully in the political can-

vass of 1875.

But before proceeding to a detailed statement of the facts and conclu-

sions sustained and warranted by the proof, the committee think it

proper to refer to the suggestions and excuses offered in justification of
the outrages committed.

It has been alleged that Governor Ames was an unfit person to hold
tlie office to which he was elected in the year 1873; but, on the contrary,
the committee find from the evidence, as well as from general re[)ort in

Mississippi, that Governor Ames was not only not amenable to any just
charge affecting his personal integrity, his cliaracter as a public officer,

or his ability for the duties of chief magistrate of that State, but that
his fitness in all these particulars was sustained by the testimony of
those who were not in accord with him politically. The committee refer

especially to the testimony of the Hon. J. A. P. Cam(»bell, appointed by
the existing government one of the judges of the supreme court of the
State of Mississippi.

The evidence submitted tends strongly to show, what cannot be de-
nied, that there were many persons in office in the State of Mississippi,
especially in elective offices, in the several counties, who were either inca-

pable or dishonest ; and there were a few of the same character connected
with the State government. The conduct of these persons, however,
was not approved by the governor nor by the masses of the republican
party.

Complaints and charges against a class of persons called " carpet-bag-
gers " are frequent in the depositions of witnesses opposed to the repub-
lican i)arty in the State. It is to be admitted that a small number of
the immigrants from other States misused the confidence of the black
people, secured office, and betrayed the trusts confided to them. But
the number of such persons, compared to the whole number of immi-
grants, was very small ; and it is but just to say that the great majority
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are iutelligeut, upright, and brave men from the North who are entirely

incorruptible, and who, in peril of their lives, are now struggling against
serious odds to maintain their political opinions and to secure a just

administration of the Government.
It is alleged that during the last six or eight years the expenses of

the State have been unnecessarily increased, and that heavy taxes have
been imposed for which no adequate return has been received by the
people. Comparisons are made between the rate of taxation previous
to the war and since the year 1870, and the conclusion is drawn that
large sums of money are extorted from the people, and wasted, or, through
negligence and extravagance, misapplied.

It is undoubtedly true that taxes are higher in the State of Missis-

sippi than they were previous to 18G0 ; but the rate of increase is far

less than in some of the Northern States, where no serious complaints
are made against the administration of public affairs.

It is to be observed, also, that previous to the war taxes were not
levied for the support of schools in Mississippi ; indeed, there was no
system of public instruction ; and that since the war school-houses have
been erected in all i)arts of the State for the education of the children

of both races, and large sums of money have been expended annually
for the maintenance of schools, including schools for training teachers.

It is also true that previous to the war the taxes were imposed upon
slaves and upon business, while since the war the taxes have been laid

chieflv upon personal propertv and upon land.

In 1873 the State expenses' were $953,000; in 1874, $908,000; and in

1875 the expenses were only $018,000. The State debt, not including
trust-funds, is only $500,000.
A tax of $1.60 upon each person will pay the public debt and meet

the current expenses for a year. (Testiu)ony, p. 8.)

Attorney-General Harris makes the following statement in regard to

taxation for the period of twenty six years : He says.

Take, for example, 20 years of democratic rule iu Mississippi, and see what amouut
of money tbeir own records show were expended, and tliey held nninterrupted sway,
as we can best ascertain from the rei)ort8 of the auditor and treasurer, made to biennial
sessions of their lej^islature. Take the 20 years, from J850 to 1870, and compare it

with six years of republican rule, from 1870 to 1875, inclusive, the following is shown :

Expenditures

:

1850 $295,933 48
1851 22(5,407 41

1852 802, 579 7(5

1853 229,288 45
1854 584, 296 84

1856 311,578 19

1856 784, am 79
1857 1,0(57, 086 57
1858 614,659 00
1859 707,015 00

5,623,741 49

1860 !if663,536 55
1861 1, 824, 161 75
1862 (i, 819, .-94 54
18(53 2,210,794 23
1864 5, 446, 732 06
18(55 1,410,250 13

1866 1, 8(50, 809 89
1867 625,817 29
1868 525,678 80
1869 463,219 71

20,208,894 95
5,623,741 49

Total expenditures for 20 years

Now, take the republican administration for six years.

1870 $1,061,249 90
1871 1,319,(526 19

1872 1,098,03169

3, 478, 906 78

1873
1874
1875

ii5, 832, 646 44

Expenditures for

—

.

$953,030 00 I'

908, 330 00
I618,259 00

2,479,619 00

3, 478, 906 78

5, 957, 525 78
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Total expenditures for six years, $5,957,525.78.

The twenty years of democratic udmiuistration show an annual average of
$1,291,632.32. The six years of republican administration show an annual average of
$992,920.96.

This may be claimed to be unfair, as it embraces four years of the war ; but, for the
sake of fairness, let us strike out the four years of the war, or the amount expended
during those four vears, 1861, 1862, 1863, and 1864, and add in lieu thereof the amount
expended in 1860, |663,536.55, and we have an expenditure of $12,184,019.06, or au an-
nual average of $699,200.95, as against $992,920.96. From this it would appear that
the republican administration has been more expensive than the democratic ad-

ministration ; but there are several reasons for this : Before the war the taxes were
paid in gold and silver, and everything much cheaper than since the war; and iu

January, 1870, when the republicans came into power. State warrants were worth
about sixty or sixty-five cents on the dollar ; the capitol and mansion were dilapi-

dated ; the penitentiary and lunatic asylum were too small, and had to be extended
and repaired, and all the improvements cost nearly two prices, because payments were
made iu warrants at their reduced value. And the judiciary system was rendered
more expensive to the State by dispensing with the probate court, the expenses of which
had been formerly paid by the counties; this jurisdiction was given to the chancery
court, and the number of citizens had more than doubled, and all departments of State
government rendered necessarily more expensive. And, again, the school system has
been carried on at an expense very large, a thing that had never existed before the war.
The expenditures for school purposes in the six years has been about $320,000 per an-
num. Let us add a few items which have been necessary since the war, and for which
no expenditures were ever made by the democracy, by way of annual averages, and
it will be seen at a glance why it is that the expenditures have been larger than for-

merly :

For school purposes, (as above) $320, 000
Probate court business by the chancery court, (probates' salaries by the coun-

ties,) (Code, 1857, p. 423) 36,700
Average annual improvements on public buildings, about 100, 000
Connty record, &c., furnished, (destroyed during the war, and exhausted,

&c.) ' 12,500

Making an average per annum of 469, 200

Take this from the average, $992,920.96, leaves $523,720.96. These were necessary
expenses, never incurred by a democratic administration. The only common-school
system in the State before the war seemed to be a well-organized system to squander
the school-fund of the State as rapidly as the same was donated to the State by the
Government, as the history of the fund will show. Take these items from the annual
expenditures of the six years of republican administration, and the average is reduced
per year to $523,720.96. Thus showing the average annual expense of the republican
administration to be, on the old basis of State expenses, actually $75,480 less than the
average expenses under the democratic rule of twenty years, with less than one-half of
the citizens to be governed, and at a time when expenditures everywhere were largely
in advance of former years. Many other items of extraordinary expenses have been
incurred since January, 1870, not included in these statements.

This, I think, shows a fair statement of the expenditures for the last 26 years, 20
years of democratic rule and 6 years of republican rule.

The taxes have been increased and decreased for the various State purposes, for the
six years alluded to, as follows : 1870, 5 mills on the dollar ; in 1871 it was 4 mills; iu
1872, Si mills ; in 1873 it was 12^ mills ; in 1874 it was 14 mills ; in 1875 it was 9J. In
the last three years there was a school-tax as follows: 1873 and 1874 a school-tax of
4 mills, and for 1875,2 mills. This is included in the above estimate, and the counties
were restricted in their levies for county purposes as follows : By act of 1872, the
counties were prohibited from levying a tax which, with the State and school tax
added, shall not exceed 25 mills on the dollar, and in 1875 they were restricted to 20
mills on the dollar.

It seems that the real complaint of the people of the State, as to the burden of tax-
ation, grows out of the fact that the taxable property of the State is, in the main, un-
productive j* and to evade the tax, the tax-payers, in giving their property to the as-
sessor, place it far below its actual value, and continue year after year to reduce the
taxable values of the property.

The statements made by Hon. G. E. Harris, attorney-general, Capt.
H. T. Fisher, and Mr. E. Barksdale are referred to as presenting both
sides of the case, and furnishing the best means at the command of the
committee for a just judgment.
The testimony taken tends to show that those who participated in
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the means by which the election of 1875 was carried by the democratic
l)arty rely, for justification, upon the facts of maladraiuistration, as set

lorth in the testimony submitted with this report.

In the opinion of the committee, those errors and wrongs, if admitted
to the extent claimed, furnish no justification whatever tor the outrages
and crimes established by the testimony.

It is also alleged in justification of the acts of intimidation, and of the
crimes committed during the canvass and at the election, that Gov-
ernor Ames had organized, or attempted to organize, a force, termed the
negro militia. At the time of the riot at Clinton, on the 4th of Septem-
ber, 1875, which resulted in the death of at least thirty persons, there
was no military organization in the State. The sum of $60,000
bad been appropriated by the legislature, at its preceding session, for

the organization and support of a military force ; and the event at
Clinton, in connection with the fact of disturbances in other portions of
the State, led Governor Ames to attempt its orgauiza»tion. At the
same time he issued the following proclamation:

phoclamation.

State of Mississippi, Exkcctive Office,
Jackson, September 7, 1875.

Whereas persons bave formed themselves into military •orji;anizations in various
paits of the State without sanction of law, and such organizations are moved to the
support of each other from point to point in counties, and from one county to another,
Avitliont the ap])roval or consent of the peace officers of such counties, and without the
krowledjre or authority of the State Government; and
WhertMs such ori^anizations have overthrown civil <;overnment in Yazoo county, set

it at deliance in Hinds County, and created distrust and fear in Warreu and other
counties, causing the loss of many lives, and compelling many persons to flee from their
homes : and
Whereas such action has already caused great injurj' to the interests of the people;

and, if ]>ersisted in, will result in incalculable evil
;

Now, therefore, I, Adelbert Ames, governor of the State of Mississippi, do hereby
make ])rociamaf ion, and ct)mman(l all persons belonging to such organizations to dis-

band forthwith ; and I hereby require all citizens to render obedience to, and assist the
peace officers of the various counties in the preservation of peace and order and the
enforcement of the laws of the State.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the great seal of the
State of Mississippi to be aflixed, this the 7th day of September, A. D. 187ij.

[l. s.] ADELI3ERT AMES.
By tlie Governor :

,Jamks Hill, Secretary of State.

Some of the ofiBcers selected by him were native-born white citizens

who had served in the late war on the side of the confederates, and he
solicited and accepted recruits from the white as well as from the black
po]tulation. (See testimony of General Ilurst, p. 87.)

This eflbrt on the part of the governor, it is now claimed, was the oc-

casion seized by the democrats for organizing and arming themselves,
ostensibly to resist the black militia; but, in fact, such organization had
•been effected previously, as is shown by the testimony concerning the
Clinton riot, and in the end it became the means by which the colored
inhabitants and the white rei)ublicansof the State were overawed, intimi-

dated, and deprived of their rights as citizens. (See testimony of Hon.
H. Swann, pp. 307, 308; \V, A. Montgomery, p. 540; and others.)

These organizations were the instruments also by which numerous
murders were committed upon persons who were then active, or who
had been active, in the rei)ublican party.
By the terms of the peace conference entered into by General J. Z.

George, the chairman of the democratic State committee, and Governor
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Ames, outhe 13th of October, 1875, the attempt to organize the militia

was abaudoiied, General George on his part agreeing to secure a peaceful
election and the full and free enjoyment of the elective franchise by every
citizen. The stipulation on the part of the governor was faithfully

kept, but the promise made by General George was systematically dis-

regarded by the democrats in the larger portion of the State.

The outrages perpetrated by the white people in the canvass and on
the day of election find no justification whatever in the acts or the

l)olicy of Governor Ames concerning the State militia.

The effort on his part to organize the militia for the preservation of the
public peace seems to the committee to have been not only lawful but
proper, and the course of the democrats in organizing and arming them-
selves to resist the governor in his efforts to preserve the public peace
was unlawful, and the proceedings should have been suppressed by the
State authorities if possible; and, in case of failure on their part, by
the Government of the United States.

The constitution of the State provides that the militia shall consist
of the able-bodied male citizens between the age of eighteen ^^ears and
the age of forty-five years, and the legislature provided for its organiza-
tion, by an act passed at its first session in the year 1870. It was the
duty of the governor to use the militia for the suppression of such riots

as those of Vicksburgh and Clinton, and this without regard to the ques-
tion whether the white or the black race was most respousible therefor.

In the opinion of the committee, the riot at Clinton was in harmony
with the policy previously adopted by^ democrats in that vicinity, and
designed to intimidate and paralyze the republican party. The testi-

mony shows that the riot was inaugurated by a body of eight or ten
young men from Raymond, who acted, apparently, under the advice of
the Raymond Gazette, a democratic newspaper, edited by G. W. Harper,
an aged and highly-respected man, according to the testimony of Frank
Johnston, W. A. Montgomery, (p. 559,) and others.

The riot occurred September 4, and the Raymond Gazette, as early as
June or July, gave this advice :

There are those who think that the leaders of the radical party have carried this
system of fraud and falsehood just far eoough iu Hinds County, and that the time has
come when it shonhl be stopped— peaceably if possible, forcibly if necessary. And to
this end it is proposed that whenever a radical pow-wow is to be held, the nearest
anti-radical club appoint a committee of ten discreet, intelligent, and reputable citi-

zens, fully identified with the interests of the neighborhood, and well known as men
of veracity, to attend as representatives of the tax-payers of the neighborhood and
county, and true friends of the negroes assembled, and that whenever the radical
speakers proceed to mislead the negroes, and open with falsehoods, and deceptions,
and misrepresentations, the committee stop them right then and there, and compel
them to tell truth or quit the stand.

Nor do these outrages find any excuse in the statement made repeat-
edly by witnesses, that the negroes were organizing or threatened or
contemplated organizing themselves into military bauds for the de-
struction of the while race. The evidence shows conclusively that there
were not only no such organizations, but that the negroes were not armed
generally; that those who had arms were furnished with inferior and
second-hand weapons, and that their leaders, both religious and political,

had discountenanced a resort to force. Many rumors were current among
the whites that the negroes were arming and massing iu large bodies,
but in all cases these rumors had no basis.

In a sentence, it may be asserted that all the statements made that
there was any justitiable cause for the recent proceedings in Mississippi
are without foundation.
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On the other hand, it is to be said, speaking generally, that a con-
trolling part, and, as we think, a majority, of the white democratic voters
of the State were engaged in a systematic effort to carry the election, and
this with a purpose to resort to all means within their power, including
on the part of some of them the murder of prominent persons in the re-

publican party, both black and white.

There was a minority, how large the committee are unable to say,

who were opposed to the outrages which by this report are proved to

have taken place. This minority, however, is for the time overawed
and as powerless to resist the course of events as are the members of the
rei)ublicah party. Under more favorable circumstances they may be
able to co-operate with the friends of order, and redeem the State from
the control of the revolutionary element.

(1.) The committee find that tlie young men of the State, especially
those who reached manhood during the war, or who have arrived at that
condition since the war, constitute the nucleus and the main force of the
<langerous element.
As far as the testimony taken by the committee throws any light upon

the subject, it tends, however, to establish the fact that the democratic
organizations, both in the counties and in the State, encouraged the
young men in their course, accepted the political advantages of their

conduct, and are in a large degree responsible for the criminal results.

(2.) There was a general disposition on the part of white employers to

compel the laborers to vote the democratic ticket. This disposition was
made manifest by newspaper articles, by the resolutions of conventions,
and by the declarations of land-owners, planters, and farmers to the
workmen whom they employed, and by the incorporation in contracts of
a provision that they shouUl be void in case the negroes voted the repub-
lican ticket.

(3.) Democratic clubs were organized in all parts of the State, and
the able-bodied members were also organized generally into military

<'ompanies and furnished with the best arms that could be procured in

the country. The fact of their existence was no secret, although persons
not in sym{)athy with the movement were excluded from membership.
Indeed their object was more fully attained by public declarations of
tlieir organization in connection with the intention, everywhere ex-

l)r«\ssed, tluU it was tlieir purpose to carry the election at all hazards.
In many places these organizations possessed one or more pieces of

artillery. These pieces of artillery were carried over the counties and
discharged ujwn the roads in the neighborhood of republican meetings,
and at meetings held by the democrats. For many weeks before the
election members of this military organization traversed the various
counties, menacing the voters and discharging their guns by night as
well as by day. This statement is sustained by the testimony of Capt.
W. A. Montgomery, Capt. E. O. Sykes, J. D. Vertner, leading democrats
in their respective counties, as well as by the testimony of a large number
of trustworthy republicans.

(4.) It appears from the testimony that, for some time previous to the

election, it was impossible, in a large number of the counties, to hold

republican meetings. In tiie republican counties of Warren, Hinds,
Lowndes, Monroe, Copiah, and Uolmes meetings of the rei)ublicans were
<listurbed or broken up, and all attempts to engage in public discussion

were abandoned by the republicans many weeks before the election.

(5.) The riots at Vicksburgh on the oth of July, and at Clinton on the

4th of September, were the results of a special purpose on the part of

the democrats to break up the meetings of the republicans, to destroy
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the leaders, and to inaugurate an era of terror, not only in those coun-

ties, but throughout the State, which woukl deter republicans, and par-

ticularly the negroes, from organizing or attending meetings, and espe-

cially deter them from the free exercise of the right to vote on the day
of the election. The results sought for were in a large degree attained.

(6.) Following the riot at Clinton, the country for the next two days
was scoured by detachments from these democratic military organiza-

tions over a circuit of many miles, and a large number of unoffending
persons were killed. The number has never been ascertained correctly,

but it may be estimated fairly as between thirty and fifty.

Among the innocent victims of those days of horror and crime was
Mr. Wm. P. Haffa, a white man, a teacher by profession, a justice of

the peace by the choice of his fellow-citizens, and a candidate for re-

election upon the republican ticket. He was a resident of Philadelphia
with his family until the year 1870, when he emigrated to Mississippi

for the purpose of planting. The story of his assassination as related

by his wife is here given in full :

ASSASSINATION OF MR. HAFFA.

Washington, D. C, July 7, 1876.

Mrs. Alzina F. Haffa sworn and examined.

PERSONAL STATEMENT.
By the Cuairman :

Qnestion. Have you lived in Mississippi, and if so, how long?—Answer. Yes, sir;

it will be seven years next February since I went there.

Q. Where did you live before that?—A. In Philadelphia, my native place.

Q. What was your husband's name ?—A. William P. Haft'a.

Q. Did you go to Mississippi with him?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. He is not living now ?—A. No, sir.

Q. Will yon state to the committee the time when he died and the circamstancea ot
his death ?—A. Do you desire me to state anything previous to that ?

Q. You can state just what took place in Mississippi that you think important.—A.
We were there about two months and a half or three months

Q. When did you go there?— A. In February.
Q. What year?—A. 1870— seven years next February. Mr. Haflfa went there for the

purpose of raising cotton and corn.

Q. Where did you live?—A. In Hinds County, third district.

VISITED TO DEFINE HIS POLITICS.

Q. Near what town?—A. I cannot tell you how many miles from Vicksburgh, I don't

remember; but we lived within a few miles of Auburn, Miss. ; I think it was two or

three miles.

After we had been living there about three months we were waited upon by the

owners of the land, and they asked Mr. Haffa whether he was a friend to the white
people or to the nigger, using a profane word. They called him outside and I followed
him and stood at the door and heard what they said.

Q. Do you know who these people were ?—A. Frank and William Bush, the owners
of the land. William Bush was not an owner, but Frank was. William Bush was the
agent for his wife and did all the business connected with the estate which belonged
to his wife. Her name was Mollie Bush.
Mr. Haffa said he was a friend to any one, be he black or white, that was deserving

of his friendship. Then they said to him, " We understand that you are a friend of
the nigger," using profane language; and they made some other remarks, I don't re-

member what; but they went away, and a short time after that they came back and
inquired for hiin. He was not in ; he was out in the field. They went out there where
he was, and my little boy, who was out there, said that they used some insulting lan-

guage toward Mr. Haffa, and that they threatened him. He came in very much ex-
cited from the field and said to me, " Mamma, I am afraid there will be difficulty here."

ELECTED JUSTICE OF THE PEACE.

Then the colored people nominated him for squire—magistrate—and he received his
appointment from Governor Alcorn, who was then governor of Mississippi. That
raised the indignation of the white people. They declared no northern man should
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come down there and rule them. So they sent up a number of petitions to have him re-
moved. Governor Alcorn said there was nothing against him that he could find out, and
unless there was something elst< against him than his birth he could not do anj'thiug,
as long as it was the desire of the majority of the people, who are colored people.
So then he fulfilled his office for two years, and the first election came on and he was

renominated for the same position, and he was elected by the p.^ople at that time.
Then he had occasion to have some business with these people, the Bushes.

MR. HAFFA LASHED.

Q. Was it private or public business?—A. I have forgotten now; I cannot say. Thej^
came to the house one Saturday afternoon ; I don't know what time it was, but any-
how they got the colored people all to leave the premises except one, an old colored
woman ; she could not get away. They came to the house and asked me if Mr. Haifa
was in. I said, " Yes." They said they wanted to see him. I went to the door as usual
—I always went to the door when there was white people come around, for I was very
much afraid of them myself.
So they got him out by a tree a short distance off', and they had hitched their horses

to that tree. I watched them, and they took a cowhide and commenced to lash him
very freely with it. I ran out and grasped him around the waist. They said, " We
will show you what southern blood is.'' Mr. Hatt'a never said a word. I said, " Mr.
Bush, you have a wife in heaven and a child also, here ; remember what your fate will
be. I am here among strangers." He says, " Well, you have got no business to be
down here among such an illiterate class of people."

MRS. HAFKA INJURED.

And, finally, I kept on, and I inesume it lasted over an hour, perhaps two hours; and
they kept on until they got up to the bouse, and then Frank Bush took hold of me and
threw me violently against a sill in front of the door, and the effects of it I have never
got over yet. 1 was laid up in consccpuMici' of it for about a month. I was taken to
Jackson, Miss. Senator Caldwell, of .Mississippi, a colored man, paid my expenses
there, which cost him .'f.'iO. I was there for a month to be recuperated ; I was not able
to be home at all ; they had no hopes of me.

Ill the mean time Mr. Haffa had gone to Jackson to make his bond for his position

as magistrate for the second term. He was there for a few days and then went back
and attended to his business', leaving me there.

UKR HUSBAND INSULTED—HER BOY FIRED AT.

Then I went home, and there was nothing of any moment occurred for several
months. Then Kobmnett, a brother-in-law of these Bushes, met Mr. Haft'a coming
from tlie depot \\ ith my little boy, who was on a mule, and Mr. Hafta was on a horse.

Kobinnett came up to Mr. Hafi'a and took hold of his whiskers, and told him he wanted
him to come down off his horse and he would have it out with him there. Mr. Hafla
somehow got awny from him and jiut spurs to his horsf, and the horse ran, and then
Robinuett tired at my little boy.

A'lTEMl'T AT ASSASSINATION.

Owing to the excitement he could not get out any warrant to have the man ar-

rested, and there was never anything done with him. So, repeatedly after that, the

Bushes nuult! attempts at Mr. Hatia, and Mr. Hatfa liad always somebody with him
wherever he went. He had to be guarded by the colored jjcople. Even in going to

the stable, which was no farther than from here across the street, he was afraid of his
!:/• /->_ . .- . • ^. -I'i .. 1- _ 1 f 1 1 i 1 i *1 11.. ,.e .,

" Won t you alight and walk in T" He saiu, " JNo ' l went in and roid mi

I went out with a candle, and he says to me, '• Mamma, you go in ; it is too cohl for

you here, you will take cold." The young man says to him. " Send your wife in; I

want to talk about business and it is not prudent for ladies to be pi-esent." There was
a colored woman, a school-teacher, there, standing by me. Mr. Hafi'a then spoke in a
more emphatic manner than usual, for me to go in, a:,d I went to turn around with the

candle tt) go in when this colored woman just shook lier head that way. [indicating,]

and I said, "
I w ill not go in ;" and 1 turned, and at that moment saw a pistol aimed at

Mr. Hafi'a. He iiad it cocked, but Mr. Hafi'a snatched it from his hand, and made him
get down ofi' his horse, and put him in the cottoii-lion.se and locked him up until next
morning. In the morniug he knocked at the door and prayed to be let out, and asked
Mr. Mafia's pardon, and said he did not intend anything.
Mr. Haifa thought, probably, on account of the feeling, that it would be better to be
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lenient than to use harsh means, though he had him in his power; so he let him out;

and said he, " Squire, won't you give me my pistol?" It was a small Derringer pistol.

Mr. Haifa said, " I dou't liuow that I will." He said, ^' Will you give it bacli to me,
please ? I will promise you I won't do any such thing as that again, and I am very
sorry for it, but I was put up to do it." Mr. Haflfa said, " Who put you up to do it V
and he would not say who it was ; and he gave him back his pistol, and he went home.
Two or three days after that his mother called on mc—Mr. Haifa was absent at the

time—and made an apology to me for the conduct of her son. Mr. Haffa says, " We
will think nothing about it ; we will let it slide, as long as he made reparation for it.

In that way probably I can overcome them bj' kindness."

MRS. HAFl^A TEACHES SCHOOL AND ADVISES COLORED VOTERS.

Then he came on North here and remained a year, and left me there as' teacher. I

have been teacher there ever since the public schools have been in vogue. The school-

house was only twenty or thirty yards from my house, aud we held all our club meet-
ings there, and in the absence of Mr. Haifa I attended to the business of the colored
people ; was their secretary part of the time, and I did various other things for them.
During the election of McKee the colored people waited on me and asked me if I

would persuade them to vote for McKee. They left it all to me whether he was the
right kind of a man for them to have to represent them iu Congress. I had heard Mr.
Hatta speak very happily of Mr. McKee as well as several of his intimate friends at

Jackson, one of whom, I think, was Captain Fisher; so I said to them, "Vote for

McKee; vote the republican ticket straight through ; don't allow anything to iuliueuce

you against voting that ticket." They had implicit confidence in me from the fact

of my being there so long ; and they always consulted me iu every respect during Mr.
Haffa's absence.

I taught day-school and night-school up to the day of Mr. Haffa's murder. He came
back, 1 don't remember exactly what time, but I think it was in May—April or May,
somewhere.

MR. HAFFA TEACHES SCHOOL.

Q. How long ago was it ?—A. I think it was three years ago last May, if my memory
serves me right. The colored people waited on him and asked him if he would take
their school to teach, about seven miles from there. He said he did not know whether
he would or not. They asked him if he would take an office at the next election. Said
they, "We are determined to have you somewhere, because we are afraid we are going
to lose you. We are very much afi-aid of that, and you have got to remain here with
us."

He always consulted me in every question ; said he ;
" Mamma, what would you ad-

vise me to do ?" Said I, " Do just as you think best. If yon think it will be remuner-
ative, perhaps yoa had better take the school." He said he would give them an answer.
So they came again, and he finally determined to take the school, and he taught the
school up to the time he was assassinated.

WARNED OF IMPENDING DANGER.

The school closed on Friday, and the public school was opened the following Mon-
day ; and on Monday, the 6th of September—I have forgotten whether it was between
two aud three or three and four o'clock in the morning—but my affidavit that I

made out in Jackson has the precise time, but I have forgotten now. There was a
number of colored people waited on Mr. Haffa on the Sunday before. He attended
their Sunday-school, aud always preached there Sunday for the colored people ; and
he came back and they said to him, " Squire, dou't you feel afraid of your life ? Don't
you feel timid ?" He said, "No ; I am not timid." They said that the white people
said they were going to destroy very many, and that they were not going to escape a
limb, and that he was mentioned as one of them. Said he, " O, no; there is so much
braggadocio about them, I don't suppose they will harm me now, after we have been
living here so many years, and they have attempted it so often."

A FEDERAL OFFICER APOLOGIZES FOR HIS NEGLECT OF DUTY.

I neglected to say that when we were first struck, how he would take it to court,

and a gentleman that has a United States position, he came to him and apologized for

not doing his duty to him. I think he is now United States marshal. When we first,

went there he was sheriff, and the Bushes were wealthy, and he said, " Mr. Hafta, it is

no use for you to be butting yourself against the bricks while you have no money and
the Bushes are wealthy, aud you might as well drop the case right away, for you can't

gain anything."
But Mr. Haffa laid his damages at $10,000. I heard Mr. Haffa say that himself; and

he got defeated out of it. Through Mr. Lake not sending the papers to the proper
place at the circuit court our damages were all lost aud we never got anything.
When the election came around again Lake came to Mr. Haffa and apologized to

S. Eep. 527 n
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him. He said, " I am very sorry for -svbat has bappened ; it was my fault that tbose

papers did not reach their destination." Says Mr. Haffa, "Is it so ?" Says he, " Yes."

Q. Do yon remember Mr. Lake's first name ?—A. No, sir. They tokl me that be bad
a jiositiou there when I was in Jackson.

THE ASSASSIKATION OF MR. DAFFA DESCRIBED.

We were aroused by the barking of our dog furiously, on the morning of the 6tb of

September. I holloed, " Wbo is there ?" and no answer. I repeated it, and there was
no answer. And tben Mr. Hafia got np and said, " Wbo is there?" They said, "We
will let you know who is there;" or, " You will know wbo is tbere," or sometbiug to

that eflect; and I said, "My God! they have the yard lull of men." I presume there

were from 50 to 75 men barricading tbe whole of the bouse. And they bad not only
armed themselves with one or two weajwns, but tiiey bad some of them half a dozen,

because I could see them. They had them buckled around them, besides the musket
that they carried.

They tiied to unfasten the door to get in, but we had a small crevice where we could
insert our foot between the door and the sill, and I inserted my font between tbe door
and the sill and kept the door closed, and they could not get in. My daughter assisted

me also. Finding they could not get in, they finally took one of tbe fence-rails and
broke the door down and part of tbe furniture; and we were holloing all tbe time,

"Murder! murder!" and no one came to our assistance. Tiiey could liear me hollo

murder for about two miles, as the neighbors told me afterward. Fiually, Mosely, the
agent of the Singer sewing-machine, came uji to me and choked me, and held a revol-

ver close to my head. liefore lie choked me 1 said, "I am not afraid ; if you will take

me and spare my husband that is all I ask." And Mosely' said to me, wlieu I called his

name several times, " Sii— ! sh— !''' 1 had a nursing-baby then, and it was lying ou
the bed, screaming Aiter I was choked so I could not hollo any longer, my daughter
came, and she left nie and went over to her father ; and they bioke a shutter off the

window and fired at Mr. Hafia ; and my little boy told me yesterday—I have him at

boarding-sch.ool, at lea.st at a house out in Germantown—he said that he would take
oath any time that it wa.- Jimmy "\^'hifebead wbo fired one of tbe shots at Mr. Hafia

;

and Sid. ^^llitehead, tbe owner of the laud that we rented our laud from, he had threat-

ened Mr. Hafi'a's life several tinus, which the children know of.

They i\nd twice, and 1 went to liiui. and be aski'd me to take hiui to tbe bed ; so my
daughter and I assisted iiim to tlie be<l ; and—we had no light ; it was utter darkness
there—and says be to me, "Mamma, 1 want water." As soon as I could get a light I

gave him water and laid him down, and lau out for assistance, and sent my little boy
over to some coloied people, and they came rushing over.

Fiually Sid. Wbiteheaii came along and refn-<ed to let me have a physician ; he said it

was no use, that he would'dit- anyhow. Mr. Ihifia spoke as strongly as I am speaking,

and he asked lor w;iter, and that was all be asked for. He said. " Mamma, I am going
to die," and be asked God to have mercy on his soul, and he laid his head on my shoul-

der and expired.

THE WIDOW FORCED TO DENY THAT SHE KNEW ONK OF THE ASSASSINS.

So after the colored ])eople had laid him away I said to Mr. Sid. Whitebou.se, " Mose-
ley is tbe one that choked me ; and he held a revolver at ii'.y liead ;" and Sid. White-
house said, " You know Mr. Moscley was not here." I said, " Yes, sir ; be was ;

" and
he spoke out—tliat is .Jimmy Whitehead—to say that I bad to recall those words for

the sake of my life. They made me recall it, and say it was not him.

PROFANE LANGUAGE—A15USE OF NORTHERN PEOPLE—A COFFIN REPOSED.

They came tbere together and set uj) the first night—Whitehead and two or three

other gentlemen, and they did nothing but use profane language all the time, and
abuse the northern yieople. They said that tliey would show them that they were fully

armed now and ready tor war at auy time, and that they could not rule over them and
do as they plea.sed with them.
They would not allow me to have a coflin for him at all. Colonel Griflin, formerly

United States Senator here—so be told me—he came and said, "Mrs. Hafia, I regret

this very much." Says he, " I cannot get a coffin for you, for they wou't allow auy
trav»'l through."
Do yon want to know anything about the other men that were assassinated the same

day ?

'

ASSASSINATION OF A FATHER AND SON.

Q. If you know any others yon may specify them. You have not yet given the date

of the night when this took i)lace?-^A. Tliis was the Gth of September, 1875. Well,

after Mr. Hafia was gone, tbe colored peoi)le, who were very friendly toward us, all the

colored iieople, they were there, and they said, "Well, I would like to see auy one come
to my liouse and kill me in as brutal a manner as they did the sijuire. We have lost
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our best friend." The names of the people who said this were Stevens; and his wife
said, " I must go home." He says to her, " Yes, you better go home, for I will be the
next one." Mr. Whitehead sa'd, "Dolph"—his name was Adolph—"you better be
careful how you talk, or the men will be after you."
So about 11 o'clock these men came back to see if Mr. Haffa was gone, and they were

looking like hungry wolves ; the most liendish-looking men I ever saw. They said,

"Any colored people secreted about your premises here ?" Sp-ys I, " No, sir." There
was nobody in the hou.se then but my children and Mr. Haffa. I said, " There is

nobody here, but you are privileged to come in and examine the premises, and look
up the chimney." Two of them alighted, and came in and looked around, and they
said that was all they wanted to know.
They went over to these colored people's houses, and took the Stevenses, father

and sou, out, and stood them on a stump aud shot them, and killed them instantly.

Q. Did you know these people who came to your house the last time ?—A. No, sir; I
could not know them.

Q. Were they disguised in any way ?—A. No, sir ; not the last time, they were not

;

the first time they were disguised. They did not give them any warning, any more
than irhey did Mr. Haiia, when they came in the house and took tliem out.
They said they had a large day's work on hand, and that they had to commence

early ; and during that day they perpetrated a number of murders. They were after
Senator Caldwell, but I don't know whether they got him at that time or not; I never
found out.

THE WIDOW ORDERED TO LEAVE.

Mr. Whitehead then gave me ten days' notice to leave ; aud so the colored people
harbored me. I could not get away from there, as no one came in and out of the depot,
for they were afraid to go there.

Mr. Haffa was buried in a rude box, and just the colored people and my son went
along. He was just wrapped up in a sheet ; they would not allow it in any other way.

Mr. Whitehead said that 1 must leave, that we were looked upon as spies here. The
colored people harbored me until I got a conveyance to take me to the depot. Finally,
there was a man, an intimate friend of Mr. Haifa's, came out with three pistols belted
arouud him, aud said he would take us in.

THE COLORED PEOPLE DISARMED.

They disarmed all the colored people through the country there, took their arms
from them, aud would not allow them to have any ; and before I left for the depot
they made the colored people break up their clubs, aud every one of them joined the
democratic clubs; they coiupellod them to do so or their life, one or the other. They
were given ribbons, aud I could see them marching along to the democratic clubs at
Auburn and Utica ; they went to and fro.

CAPTAIN MONTGOMERY GIVES HELP.

We went to the depot, aud there they sent for Captain Montgomery, I had no
money, and I was obliged to leave everything ; I had not even a change of clothing

;

and Captain Montgomery raised me a purse of between thirty aud forty dollars, and I

went to Jackson. I had to make some purchases there for the children ; and after I

got there I was taken into Mr. Wolf's house, the superintendent of education, and his
family received me very kindly. He was an intimate friend of Mr. Haifa's, and he said
he would do all he could for me ; but he could not have me there at his house at all,

because his life would be in jeopardy ; but said that he would call on the governor,
and that he would send his officials around to take my affidavit, and he would secrete
me at the hotel and pay my board while I was there. This is the document that he
drew up, [exhibiting paper.]
And he went arouud among the republican members of the government, and he was

chagrined at the republicans not doing more than they did. Governor Ames donated
$0 aad gave me a ticket halt-way to Cincinnati ; and after I arrived at Cincinnati with
my three children I had to beg my way on tu Philadelphia. I was only a few hours
at Mr. Wolf's house, and then was taken to the hotel there.

Q. How many children have you?—A. I have two; I have lost|my baby.
Q. What is your age ?—A. Thirty-eight.

The story of the murder of Square Hodge, a colored man, Sunday
morning, September 5, is thus told by his wife

:

ASSASSINATION OF SQUARE HODGB.

Jackson, Miss., June 19, 1876.
Ann Hodge (colored) sworn and examined.

By the Chairman :

PERSONAL STATEMENT.
Question. How old are you ?—Answer. Eighteen years old.

Q. Have you been married f—A. Yes, sir.
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Q. What is your husband's name ?—A. Square Hodge.
Q. Where do you live now?—A. Eight miles below Raymond.
Q. Do you know anything about the Clinton riot last September?—A. I was not

there. I knoM' my husband came home ; he was there.

Q. What day of the week was that ?—A. On Saturday. The riot was on Saturday.
Q. Did your husband come Lottie to your place ?—A. Yes, sir; he came home Satur-

day night, in the night.

Q. Was he hurt ?—A. He was shot in the arm.
Q. Could he use his arm ?—A. No, sir ; he could not use it at all. He had it in a sling.

Q. Did he tell you how he got hurt ?—A. Only that he got shot. That is all he told
me.

Q. Did he stay at home that night?—A. Yes, sir.

WHITE PEOPLE CAME FOR HIM.

Q. On Sunday morning what happened ?—A. The white people came there after him
in the morning.

Q. Who were they ?—A. Henry Quick, Willy Locke, Bryan McDonald, John McDon-
ald, George Allen, John McNeir, and Allen Grafton came.

Q. Any more?—A. No, sir; I did not know any more. Two or three, I didn't know
them.

Q. Did they have horses or come on foot ?—A. All riding.

Q. On horses?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did they have any guns ?—A. Yes, sir
;
guns and pistols.

Q. They came to your house?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Who was in the house besides yourself?—A. Me and ray brother there and another
brother.

Q. Who is he?—A. John Jones.

Q. Who else?—A. My other brother, Lewis, and brother William, and my mother
and little children.

Q. How many children ?—A. Five of them.
Q. Have you any children yourself?—A. Yes, sir; I have two.
Q. Did these men come in the house ?—A. Allen Grafton and John McNeir came in.

The rest staid around the house.

THEV FIND HODGK.

Q. What was done ?—A. They made my brother come out from under the bed—my
brother John—and asked where Square; was, and said, " Is he in the room ?" and I did
not tell, and said I did not know, at first. Then he asked if they had been at the Clin-
ton riot, and I said that I did not know. Then he said, " If you don't tell, I will shoot
your God damiuMl brains out." They made him come out from under the bed, aud
Btarted to shoot under tin; house—mother put the cbildreu uuder the house ; she was
scared and put the children under tln> house, aud they gone around. There is two
doors in the house. They had pistols i)ointed under the bouse, and I told them that
nobody was under but tlae children. Tlien they came into the house, but could not
find S«[uare, and they went out right where be was, and snatched off the weather-
boards, only one in the room, and the other went outside the door and snatched the
weather-board aud turned back the bed, and made him come out, and called him a
damned son of a bitch, and said he must come with them. Mr. Quick says, "'I told
you this ; if you had listened to me you would not have come to this," and they told
him to put his shoes on, aud I got them and said I will put them on ; and I had to put
them on and could not tie them very well ; and some one said, " Let the God damned
shoes be ; he don't need any shoes." I put my brother's coat on him, and they carried
him before them.
Q. On the horse?—A. No, sir; he walked before them away toward Raymond.
Q. Now what happened?—A. Nothing else.

"TUEV KILLED HIM."

Q. What became of your husband !—A. They killed him. I never did find him for

a week, until the next Saturday.
Q. Where did you find him ?—A. Near about a mile and a half to the last bridge to

Raymond, in the swamp.
Q. Who found him ?—A. A colored man who was running off, keeping out of the

way of the rebs, too, and he come across the body, and went and got a spade, and dug
a hole and put a blaze on the trees all the way out, and then we got the news ;

and Mr.
Quick ho took and made a box for .us, aud he loaned us a wagon, and we went after

him that Saturday.
THE BODY FOUND.

Q. You found his body ?—A. The buzzards had eat the entrails ; but from the body-

down here [indicating] it was as natural as over. His shoes were tied just as I had
tied them. The skull Itone was on the outsido of the grave, and this arm was out
slightly aud tlie other was olf. Some we didn't find. We picked up the rings of the
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backbone. We got the pocket-book, and there was the hat hanging up, and this ring
was put on the tree and the black one was on the ground ; this one.

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. Did you ever take an oath before ?—A. No, sir.

Q. Do you know the meaning of taking an oath ?—A. No, sir.

Q. Do you know what the consequences are of swearing falsely?—A. No, sir.

ASSASSINATION OF SENATOR CALDWELL.
An equally horrid crime was the murder of Seuator Caldwell and his

brother, at Clinton, Christmas night. A history of the events of that
evening is given by Mrs. Caldwell, which we here quote in her own
words.

Mrs. Margaret Ann Caldwell (colored) sworn and examined.

By the Chairman :

Question. What is your name ?—Answer. Margaret Ann Caldwell.
Q. Where do you live ?—A. In Clinton, Hinds County.
Q. Was Mr. Caldwell, formerly senator, your husband ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. What was his first name?—A. Charles.

Q. When did he die ?—A. Thursday night, in the Christmas. Him and his brother
was killed.

Q. You may state to the committee what you know of his death.—A. I know when
he left the house on the Thursday evening, in the Christmas, between dark and sun-
down. In the beginning of the day he was out on his fox-chase all day. The first

commencement was an insult passed on his nephew, and he came out home.

STORY OP HIS ASSASSINATION.

Q. Who was that ?—A. David Washington ; he is in Washington City now. He is

there in business ; watchman in the Treasury Department now ; has been ever since
October, I think. So they picked a fuss ; Waddy Rice in George Washington's black-
smith shop in Clinton. They commenced talking this way : I think David said they
asked, " How many did he kill on the day of the Moses Hill riot ? Who did he shoot?"
David said that he did not know as he shot anybody ; said he didn't know that he shot
anybody. They told him, he said, " he came there to kill the white people, and if he
did, to do his work in the day, and not to be seeking their lives at night." David came
immediately back to my house. His uncle was at the fox-chase. I said, "Don't go
out any more. Probably they are trying to get up a fuss here."
His uncle sent him down for something. He staid in the house until he came.
That was about four o'clock in the evening, and some one had told about the fuss

picked with his nephew, and he walked down town to see about it, I suppose. He
was down town a half hour, and came back and eat his dinner, and just between dark
and sundown he goes back down town again. He went down town knocking about
down there. I do not know what he was doing down there, until just nearly dusk,
and a man, Madison Bell, a colored man, came and saj's, " Mrs. Caldwell, yo'u had bet-
ter go down and see about Mr. Caldwell, I think the white folks will kill him ; they
are getting their guns and pistols, and you had better go and get your husband away
from town."

I did not go myself; I did not want to go myself, but went to Professor Bell and said
would he go and get him. Mr. Bell went, and he never came back at all until he came
back under arrest.

I was at my room until just nearly dark.
The moon was quite young, and the chapel bell rang.
We live right by it. I knew the minute the bell tolled what it all meant.
And the young men that lived right across the street, when the bell tolled, they

rushed right out ; they went through the door and some slid down the window and
over they sprang ; some went over the fence. They all ran to the chapel and got
their guns. There was 150 guns there to my own knowing; had been there since the
riot, at the Baptist chapel. They all got their guns.

I went down town, and then all got ahead everywhere I went; and some of them
wanted to know who I was, but I hid my face as well as I could. I just said
" woman," and did not tell who I was.
As I got to town I went to go into Mr. Chilton's store and every store was closed

just that: quick, for it was early, about 6 o'clock. All the other stores were closed.
Chilton's was lit up by a big chandelier, and as I went over the lumber-yard I saw a
dead man. I stumbled over him, and I looked at him, but I did not know who it was,
and I went into Chilton's, and as I put my foot up on the store steps, standing as close
maybe a few feet, (everything was engaged in it that day,) there was Judge Cabinis,
who was a particular friend of my husband ; a particular friend to him. He was
standing in the center with a gun with a blue strap, in the center of the jam ; and as I
went to go in thev cussed me and threatened to hurt me, and " make it damned hot
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for me," aud the judge among the balance; but he said he didn't know me afterward
And they all stood ; nobody would let me go in ; they all stood there with their guns.

I know there was two dead men there, but I did not think it was my husband at the
time.

I stood right there, and as I stood they said to me, "If you don't go away they would
make it very damned hot for me ;" and I did not say afcything, and walked oft', and
walked right over the dead man. He was right in my path where I found the body.
He was lying broadside on the street. I did not know who he was. I then stooped
and tried to see who he was, and they were cursing at me to get out of the town, to
get out.

Then I went up, and there was Mrs. Bates across the street, my next-door neighbor.
I seed her little girl come up by us and she said, "Aunt Ann, did you see my uncle
here?" I said, " I did not. I saw a dead body on the street; I did not see who he
was." She said, " What in the world is going on down town ?" Says I, " I don't know,
only killing people there." She says, "Aaron Bates's hand is shot all to pieces, and Dr.
Bangs is killed." He was not killed, but was shot in the leg; nobody killed but my
husband and brother.

I went on over to the house, and went up-stairs and back to my room and laid down
a widow.

After I had been home I reckon three-quarters of an hour, nearly an hour, Parson
Nelson came up—Preacher Nelson—and he called me. I was away up-stairs. He called
seveial times, and I heard him call each time. He called three or four times, and says,

"Answer ; don't be afraid ; nobody will hurt you." He says, " Don't be afraid ; an-
swer me ;" and after I had made up my mind, I answered him what he wanted ; and
he said, "I have come to tell you the news, and it is sad news to you. Nobody told

me to come, but I come up to tell you." I didn't say anything. " Your husband is

dead," he said ;
" he is killed, aud your brother, too, Sam."

I never said anything for a good while. He told me nobody would hurt me
then ; and when I did speak, says I, "Mr. Nelson, why did they kill him ?" He says
" I don't know anything about it." He said just those ^Vo^ds: "1 don't know any-
thing about it." He says, after that, " Have you any men folks about the place ? " I

says, " No." He says, " You shan't be hurt ; don't be afraid of us
;
you shan't be hurt."

I never said anything whatever. He went off.

Sam's wife was there at the same time with three little children. Of course it raised

great excitement.
After a length of time, Professor Hilhnan, of the institute, the young ladies' school

or college, he brought the bodies to liie house ; brought up my husband, him and Frank
Martin. Professor Hilhnan and Mr. Nelson had charge of the dead bodies, and they
brought thorn to the house; and when they brought them, they carried them in the
bed-room, both of them, and put them there ; they seed to having them laid out, and
fixed up, and all that.

Mr. Nelson said in my presence, I listened at him, he said, "A braver life never had
died than Charley Caldwell. He never saw a man died with a manlier spirit in his

life."

He told*me he had brought him out of the cellar.

You see when they had shot Sam, his brother, it was him who was lying there on
the street. They shot him right through his head, off of his horse, when he was com-
ing in from the country, and he fell on the street. He was the man I stumbled over
twice. I did not know who he was. When they shot him, they said that they shot
him for fear he would go out of town aud bring in other people and raise a fuss. He
found out, I suppose, that they had his brother in the cellar, so he just lay there dead

;

he tliat was never known to shoot a gun or pistol in his life—never knew how.
Mr. Nelson said that Buck Cabell carried hiin into the cellar ; ])crsuaded him to go

out and drink ; insisted upon his taking a driuk with him, aud him aud Buck Cabell
never knowed anything against each other in his life ; never had no hard words. My
husband told him no, lie didn't want any Christmas. He saiil, "You must take a
drink with me," and entreated him, aud said, " You must take a driuk." He then took
him by the arm aud told him to driuk for a Christmas treat ; that he must drink, and
carried him into Chilton's cellar, and they jingled the glasses, and at tlie tap of the
glasses, and while each one held tlie glass, while they were taking the glasses, some-
body shot right through the back from the outside of the gate window, and he fell to

the ground.
As they struck their glasses, that was the signal to shoot. They had him in the

cellar, and shot him riglit there, and he fell on the ground.
When he was lirst shot, he called lor Judge Cabiuis, and called for Mr. Chilton ; I

don't know who else. They wen- all around, and nobody went to his relief; all them
men standing around with their guns. Nobody went to the cellar, and he called for

Preacher Nelson, called for him, and Preacher Nelson said that when ho went to the
cellar door he was afraid to go in, and called to him two or three times, " Don't shoot
lue," aud Charles said, "Come in," he wouldn't hurt him, aud " take him out of the
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cellar ;" that he wanted to die iu the open air, aud did not want to die like a dog
closed up.
When they taken him out, he was in a manner dead, just from that one shot; and

they brings him out then, and he only asked one question, so Parson Nelson told me

—

to take him home aud let him see his wife before ho died; that he conld not livelong.
It was only a few steps to my house, aud they would not do it, and some said this.

Nelson carried him to- the middle of the street, and the men all hallooed, " We will

save him while we've got him ; dead men tell no tales." Preacher Nelson told me so.

That is what they all cried, " We'll save him while we got him ; dead men tell no
tales."

Whether he stood right there in the street while they riddled him with thirty or

forty of their loads, of course, t do not know, but they shot him all that many times
when he was in a manner dead. All those balls went in him.

I u nderstood that a yonng gentJeman told that they shot him as he lay on the ground
unti ^ they turned him over. He said so. I did not hear him.

Ml'. Nelson said when he asked them to let him see me they told him no, aud he then
said? taking both sides of his coat and bringing them up this way so, he said, " Eemem-
ber when you kill me you kill a gentleman aud a brave man. Never say you killed a
coward. I want yoix to remember it when I am gone."
Nelson told me that, aad he said that he never begged them, and that he never told

them, but to see how a brave man could die.

Thev can find no cause ; but some said they killed him because he carried the mili-

tia to Edwards', and they meant to kill him for that. The time the guns were sent

there he was captain under Governor Ames, and they said they killed him for that

;

for obeying Governor Ames. •

After the bodies were brought to my house, Professor Hillman and Martin all staid

until one o'clock, and then at one o'clock the train came from Vicksbnrgh with the
" Modocs." They all marched up to my house and went into where the two dead
bodies laid, aud they '^'irsed them, those dead bodies, there, and they danced aud threw
open the melodeon, aud sung all their songs, and challenged the dead body to get up
and meet tliem, aud they carried on there like a parcel of wild Indians over those dead
bodies, these Vicksbnrgh " Modocs." Just one or two colored folks were sitting up
in the room, and they carried on all that in my presence, danced and sung and done
anything they could. Some said they even struck them ; but I heard them curse and
challenge them to get up and fight. The Vicksbnrgh Modocs done that that night.

Then they said they could not stay any longer.
Then the day after that Judge Cabinis asked me was there anything he could do,

and I told him, I said, "Judge, you have already done too much for me." I told him
he had murdered my husband, and I didn't want any of his friendship. Those were
the words I told him the nesi day, and ho swore he did not know me that time ; but I

saw Judge Cabinis with titis crowd that killed my husband. I saw him right in the
midst, and theu he made his excuse. He said he did everything he could for Charles,
and that he was crazy. Well, they conld not tell anything he had done.
They said Aaron Page was shot during the fuss.

In the league that was held here iu that town, that day my husband was buried,
they all said that he did not shoot him. They said that Aaron Page was shot acci-

dentally ; that my husband did not kill him. All started up from picking a fuss with
his nephew.
As for any other cause I never knew ; but only they intended to kill him because for

carrying the militia to Edwards' ; for obeying Governor Ames ; and that was all they
had against him.

THE MODOCS AFTER THE CLINTON RIOT.

At the same time, when they had the Moss Hill riot, the day of the dinner in Sep-
tember, when they came over that day, they telegraphed for the Vicksbnrgh " Mo-
docs" to come out, and they came out at dark, and when they did come, about fifty

came out to my house that night ; and they were breaking the locks open on doors
and trunks ; whenever they would find it closed they would break the locks. And
they taken from the house what guns they conld find, and plundered and robbed the
house. The captaiu of the Vicksl)urgh •' Modocs," his name is Tinuey.

Q. What day was that ?—A. The day of the Moss Hill riot, in September.

THREATS AGAINST MR. CALDWELL AJTER THE CLINTON RIOT.

Q. When; the Clinton riot?—A. The 4th day of September. They came out,
and Tinney staid there, and at daybreak they commenced to go, and he, among
others, told me to tell my husband that the Clinton people sent for him to kill
him, and he named them who they were to kill—all the leaders especially, and he
says, "Tell him when I saw him"—he was gone that night ; he tied to Jackson that
evening with all the rest—" we are going to kill him if it is two years, or one
year, or six; no ditference ; we are going to kill him anyhow. We have orders
to kill him, and we are going to do it, because he belongs to this republican party,
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and sticks up for these negroes." Says he, " We are going to have the South back in

our own charge, and no man that sticks by the republicau party, and any man that

sticks by the republican party, and is a leader, he has got to die." He told me that;

and that the southern people are going to have the South back to ourselves, and no
damned northern people and no republican party ; and if j'our husband don't join us

he has got to die. Tell him I said so." I told him what he said. I did not know Tin-

ney at the time ; and when I saw my husband enter I told him, and he knew him from
what I said, and he saw him afterward and told him what I said. He just said that

he said it for devilment. They carried on there until the next morning, one crowd
after another. I had two wounded men. I brought them off the Moss Hill battle-field,

and these men treated me very cruelly, and threatened to kill them, but they did not
happen to kill them.

CLINTON RIOT.

Next morning, before sun up, they went to a house where there was an old black

man, a feeble old man, named Bob Beasley, and they shot him all to pieces. And they
went to Mr. Willis's and took out a man, named Gamaliel Brown, and shot him all to

pieces. It was early in the morning ; and they goes out to Sam. Jackson's, president of

the club, and they shot him all to pieces. He hadn't even time to put on his clothes.

And they went out to Alfred Hastings ; Alfred saw them coming. And this was before

Bun-up.
Q. This morning after the Clinton riot ?—A. On the morning of the 5th, and they shot

Alfred Hastings all to pieces, another man named Ben. Jackson, and then they goes out

and shoots one or two further up on the Madison road ; I don't know exactly ; the
name of one was Lewis Russell. He was shot, and Moses Hill. They were around that

morning killing people before breakfast. I saw a young man from Vicksburgh that I

knew, and asked him what it all meant.
Q. Who was he?—A. Dr. Hardesty's son; and I asked him what did it mean, their

killing black people that day? Ho says, " You all had a big dinner yesterday, and
paraded around with your drums and flags. That was impudence to the white people.

You have no right to do it. You have got to leave these damned negroes ; leave them
and come on to our side. You have got to join the democratic party. We are going
to kill all the negroes. The negro men shall not live." And they don't live ; for every
man they found they killed that morning, and did not allow any one lo escape them,
so he said. So he told me all they intended to do about the colored people for having
their dinner and parading there, anil having their banners; and intended to kill the

white republicans the same. Didn't intend to leave any one alive they could catch,

and they did try to get hold of them, and went down on Monday morning to kill the
school-teacher down there, Hafla, but he escaped. Jo Stevens and his son, Albert Stev-

ens, I believe, was his name—they just murdered them right on through. These peo-

ple staid there at the store and jiliindered it, and talked that they intended to kill

them until they got satisfaction for three white people that was killed in that battle

here. I can show who was the first white man that started the riot ; and I can show
you I have got his coat and pants, and I can show you how they shot him. They
blamed all on my husband ; and I asked what they killed Sam for; asked Dr. Alex-
ander. They said they killed him because they were afraid he would tell about killing

Lis brother. They killed my husband for obeying Governor Ames's orders, and they
cannot find anything he did. He didn't do anything to be killed for. Then they have
got his pistols there and they won't give them to me. I have asked I don't know how
many times.

The outrages were generally confiued to the republican counties

•whore it was necessary to overcome the republican majority by unlaw-

ful means, but in two or three counties, as Wilkinson and Issaquena,

there was comj^arative peace at the election and during the canvass.

Capt. William A. Montgomery, a leading democrat and a commander
of live military (companies, with the designation in rank of major of bat-

talion, testified that in some of the counties there was no military

organization
; that in those counties the democrats did not try to carry

the election. This ajipears to have been true of the two counties named;
but since the election, namely, in December and May, 187(5, great out-

rages, attended with violence and murder, have been perpetrated, and
evidently with the design of overawing the colored voters and preparing

them to submit to a democratic victory in the coming election.

The attention of the Senate is directed to the testimony concerning
the events in Issaquena County, which took place in the month of De-
cember last. A Colonel Ball, an officer in the confederate service during
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the war, who at the time of the outrage was officiating as a clergyman,
took command of a body of armed and mounted men Sunday morning,
December 5, and traversed the country below Eolling Fork during the
day; and that night the men of his command took from their homes
at least seven unoffending negroes and sbot them in cold blood. Within
the next two days five other leading negroes were summoned to Roll-

ing Fork, and there compelled to sign a statement by which they be-

came responsible for the good conduct of all the negroes in their vicinity,

with the exception of fourteen, who, in fact, by that stipulation, were
made outlaws, and, as a consequence, fled from their homes and their

families and abandoned their property. ( This statement may be found
in the testimony of W. D. Brown.) Reference is made to the testimony
ofW. D.Brown and William S. Farrish, both democrats and partici-

pators in the outrages, although they did not admit that they had per-

sonal knowledge of the killing of either of the seven men who were
massacred on the night of the 5th of December.

(7.) The committee find, especially from the testimony of Captain
Montgomery, supported by numerous facts stated by other witnesses,
that the military organization extended to most of the counties in the
State where the republicans were in the majority ; that it embraced a
proportion not much less than one-half of all the white voters, and
that in the respective counties the men could be summoned by signals
given by firing cannons or anvils ; and that probably in less than a week
the entire force of the State could be brought out under arms.

(8.) The committee find that in several of the counties the republican
leaders were so overawed and intimidated, both white and black, that
they were compelled to withdraw from the canvass those who had been
nominated, and to substitute others who were named by the democratic
leaders, and that finally they were compelled to vote for the ticket so
nominated, under threats that their lives would be taken if they did not
do it. This was noticeably the case in Warren County, where the dem-
ocratic nomination of one Flanigan for sheriff was ratified at the repub-
lican county convention, held in Vicksburgh, the members acting under
threats that if it were not done they should not leave the building
alive. Similar proceedings occurred in other counties.

(9.) The committee find that the candidates, in some instances, were
compelled, by persecution or through fear of bodily harm, to withdraw
their names from the ticket and even to unite themselves ostensibly with
the democratic party. J. W. Caradine, a colored candidate of Clay
County, was compelled to withdraw his name from the republican ticket

and to make speeches in behalf of the democratic candidates and policy.

An extract from his testimony is herewith given, as follows :

They told me that I would have to go round and make some speeches for them ; that
I had risen up a great element or some kind of feeling in the colored men that they
never could get out of them for the nest ten years to come with the speeches I had
made, and that I had to go around and make some speeches in behalf of them in some
way, or else I might have some trouble. They told me if I would do that I could de-
mand some respect among them, and have no further trouble with them.

Q. What did they say would be the consequence if you did not go with them aud
make speeches?—A. They did not say if I did not do it what would be done, as I re-

member
; but they came to my house aud fetched a buggy for me, and told me I had

to go with them to make speeches for them. And they said, " Y<iu know what has
beeu said and what has been done; you have got to go along if you don't want any
further trouble." I then got in and went along with them, ancT they did not really
appreciate my speeches at length ; but I went along with tjhem and made three
speeches; and they had some fault to find with my speeches at last, but I have never
had any trouble with them since.

(10.) The committee find that on the day of the election, at several vot-
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ing places, armed men assembled, sometimes not organized and in other
cases organized; that they controlled the elections, intimidated republi-

can voters, and, in fine, deprived them of the opportunity to vote the
republican ticket.

The most notable instance of this form of outrage occurred at Aber-
deen, the shire town of the county of Monroe. At half past nine o'clock

on the day of the election a cannon in charge of four or five cannoneers,
and supported by ten or twelve men, a portion of the military company
of that town, was trained upon the voting-place and kept in that posi-

tion during the day, while the street was traversed by a body of mounted,
armed men under the command of Capt. E. O. Sykes, of Aberdeen.
Captain Sykes testified that he did not know the men under his com-
mand, but admitted finally that they were probably from Alabama, and
that they had come there upon the suggestion or the request of a Mr.
Johnson,* who was a member, as was also Captain Sykes, of the demo-
cratic committee of the county of Monroe.
Captain Sykes had also given orders that the fordways across the

Tombigbee liiver, over which negroes from the east side having a right
to vote at Aberdeen must pass, should be guarded by squads from the
military company under his command.
During the night preceding the election the draw in tlie bridge cross-

ing the river was turned, so that there was no passing from the east to

the west of the Tombigbee River during the early part of the day of
election.

As a matter of fact, the republican voters who had assembled aban-
doned the polls between 10 and 11 o'clock in the forenoon, and Capt. J.

W. Lee, the sheritt"of the county' and a leading republican, a man who
had served during the war in the confederate army, abandoned the polls

and took refuge in the jail, of which he was the custodian.
This statement in regard to Monroe County is set forth in detail by

Captain Lee, and it is corroborated in all essential parts by Cai)tain Sykes,
a democrat, and the principal actor in the events of the day. Similar
outrages were perpetrated in Claiborne, Kemper, Amite, Copiah, and
Clay Counties.

(11.) The gravity of these revolutionary proceedings is expressed in

the single fact that the chairman of the republican State committee,
General Warner, owes the preservation of his life on the day of the
election to the intervention of General George, chairman of the demo-
cratic State committee, as appears from a dispatch sent by General
George to Messrs. Campbell and Calhoun, and a reply thereto, both of
which aie here given:

To Campbell and Calhoun, Canton, Miss. :

If Warner goes to Madison, see by all means that he is not hurt. We are nearly
through now, and are sure to win. Doi\'t let ns have any trouble of that sort on our
hands. He will probably bo at his store to-night.

J. Z. GEORGE.

Canton, 2, IWS.
To' General George :

Your telegram of last night saved A. Warner at Calhoun.
GART. A. JOHNSON.

The circumstances of this affair are given in the testimony of Chase'.

The testimony of General Warner, to which attention is invited, gives
a detailed account of his experience, showing that the fears of General
Warner's friends were well founded, and that the intervention of Gen-
eral George was essential to his personal safety.
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(12.) The committee find in several cases, where intimidation and
force did not result in securing: a democratic victory, that fraud was
resorted to in conducting the election and in counting the votes. la
Amite County, the legally-appointed inspectors of election, to whom in

Mississippi the duty is assigned of receiving and counting the ballots,

were compelled by intimidation to resign on the morning of election, in

order to secure a fraudulent return. The inspector so forced to resign

was a democrat, a man of established character for probity at his pre-

cinct—Rose Hill.

"When the voting began," said General Hurst, an eye-witness, "the
democratic club drew up in line and demanded that Straum should not
act as one of the inspectors of election. They said, 'We don't want you,
not because you are dishonest, but bei^ause you will not do what we
want you to.' He said, ' If that is the case, 1 will go,' and they got a
man by the name of Wat Haynes and appointed him inspector."

General Hurst, who was brigadier general of the State militia in that

county, thus explains what resulted :

" W^hen it was time to close the polls I asked one of the inspectors if

he wanted a guard placed over the ballots, so that they would be unmo-
lested while they were counting the votes. I thought that he was a
very honest, high-minded man. He said, ' I am afraid to count these

votes.' He had been notified by this party of Louisianians, and told

what they were going to do with the box. Wat Haynes, when I told him
I had concluded to place a guard around there that night, said : ' Don't
you do it; I want to manipulate that box to-night. We want to carry

this thing.'"

The party of Louisianians referred to were a company of outlaws, noto-

rious in that district, whom the democrats had invited to come into that
precinct, and who fired at a crowd of colored citizens when they were
in line waiting to deposit their votes. About seventy of them were
thus driven into the woods.
Nor was this the only precinct at which armed invaders from adjoin-

ing States took conspicuous part in the election. It is testified to both
by republicans and democrats that they came over from Alabama and
helped to swell the democratic vote in the counties adjoining that State.

In Amite County the republican sheriff, the superintendent of educa-
tion, and other officers were driven into exile as soon as the polls were
closed. Here the pretext that the officers were obnoxious to the people,

or that the negroes and northern men monopolized the offices, is re-

futed by the facts that both Parker and Redmond, who were expelled,

were offered the democratic nomination for sheriff'; that the republican
candidates for sheriff', circuit clerk, chancery clerk, treasurer, coroner,

and three of the five supervisors were white men, leaving only the as-

sessor and two supervisors to be colored, which, as Mr. Parker remarks,
"as four-fifths of the republican voters were black, was the best that

we could do." There were only three northern men on the republican
ticket, and two of them had married southern women ; all the others

were natives of the State.

(13.) The evidence shows that the civil authorities have been unable
to prevent the outrages set forth in this report, or to punish the offend-

ers. This is true not only of the courts of the State, but also of the

district court of the United States, as appears from the re^jort of the
grand jury made at the term held in June last, when the evidence of the

offenses committed at the November election and during the canvass
was laid before that body.

In support of this statement reference is made to the testimony of J.
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W. Tucker, and to the letter written by him to Colonel Frazee, as well

as to the report made by the grand jury to the Hon. R. A. Hill, judge
of the district court for the northern district of Mississippi. (See docu-
ment evidence, pp. 150, 151 ; tes. of H. P. Hurst, p. 98.)

(14.) The committee find that outrages of the nature set forth in this

report were perpetrated in the counties of Alcorn, Amite, Chickasaw,
Claiborne, Ciay, Copiah, De Soto, Grenada, Hinds, Holmes, Kemper,
Lee, Lowndes, Madison, Marshall, Monroe, Noxubee, Rankin, Scott,

Warren, Washington, and Yazoo, and that the democratic victory in

the State was due to the outrages so perpetrated.

(15.) The committee find that if in the counties named there had been
a free election, republican candidates would have been chosen, and the
character of the legislature so changed that there would have been 66
republicans to 50 democrats in the house, and 26 republicans toll dem-
ocrats in the senate; and that consequently' the present legislature of
Mississippi is not a legal body, and that its acts are not entitled to rec-

ognition by the political department of the Government of the United
States, although the President may, in his discretion, recognize it as a
government de facto for the preservation of the public i)eace.

(16.) Your committee find that the resignation of Governor Ames
was effected by a body of men calling themselves the legislature of the
State of Mississippi, by measures unauthorized b^^ law, and that he is

of right the governor of that State.

(17.) The evidence shows, further, that the State of Mississippi is at

present under the control of political organizations composed largely of

armed men whose common ])urpose is to deprive the negroes of the free

exercise of the right of suffrage and to establish and maintain the
supremacy of the white-line democracy, in violation alike of the consti-

tution of their own State and of the Constitution of the United States.

The events which the committee were called to investigate by the
order of the Senate constitute one of the darkest chapters in American
history. Mississippi was a leading State in the war of the rebellion,

and an early and persistent advocate of those fatal political heresies in

which the rebellion had its origin. To her, in as large a degree as to

any other State, may be charged justly the direful evils of the war ; and
when the war was ended the white inhabitants resisted those measures
of equality which were essential to local and general peace and pros-

perity. They refused to accept the negro as their equal politically, and
for ten years they have seized every fresh opportunity for a fresh denial

of "his rights. At last they have regained supremacy iu the State by
acts of violence, fraud, and murder, fraught with more than all the hor-

rors of oi»en war, without its honor, dignity, generosity, or justice.

By them the negro is not regarded as a citizen, and whenever he finds

a friend and ally in his efforts to advance himself in political knowledge
or intellectual culture, that friend and ally, whether a native of the State
or an immigrant from the North, is treated as a public enemy. The evil

consequences of this policy touch and paralyze every branch of industry
and the movements of business in every channel.

Mississipi)i, with its fertile soil, immense natural resources, and
favorable commercial position, is in fact more completely excluded from
the influence of the civilization and capital of the more wealthy and
advanced States of the Union than are the distant coasts of China and
Japan. JNIeti who possess capital are anxious to escai)e from a State in

which freedom of opinion is not tolerated, where active participation in

public affairs is j)unislied often with social ostracism, always with busi-

ness losses, and not infrequently, as the record shows, with exile and the
abandonment of property, through fear of death.
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Consequently, lands depreciate in value, the rewards of labor become
more and more uncertain, taxes more and more burdensome, the evils of

general disorder are multiplied and intensified, and by an inevitable

rule of social and public life, the evils themselves, reacting, increase the

spirit of disorder. Unless this tendency can be arrested, every suc-

cessive chapter in the annals of that State will be darker and bloodier

than the preceding one.

This tendency cannot be arrested by the unaided efforts of the

peaceful, patriotic, and law-abiding citizens. There is a small body of

native white persons, who, with heroic courage, are maintaining the

principles of justice and equality. There is also a small body of men
from the North, who, with equal courage, are endeavoring to save the

State from anarchy and degradation. If left to themselves, the negroes
would co-operate with these two classes.

But arrayed against them all are a majority of the white people,

who possess the larger part of the property ; who uniformly command
leisure, whether, individually, they possess property or not ; who look

with contempt upon the black race, and with hatred upon the white
men who are their political allies ; who are haljituated to the use of arms
in war and in peace; who in former times were accustomed to the ex-

clusive enjoyment of political power, and who now consider themselves
degraded by the elevation of the negro to the rank of equality in polit-

ical affairs.

They have secured power by fraud and force, and, if left to themselves
they will by fraud and force retain it. Indeed, the memory of the bloody
events of the campaign of 1875, with the knowledge that their oppo-
nents can command, on the instant, the presence of orgauized bodies of

armed men at every voting-place, will deter the republican party from
any general effort to regain the power wrested from them. These dis-

orders exist also in the neighboring States, and the sj^irit and ideas

which give rise to the disorders are even more general.

The power of the National Government will be invoked, and honor
and duty will alike require its exercise. The nation cannot witness

with indifference the dominion of lawlessness and anarchy in a State,

with their incident evils and a knowledge of the inevitable conse-

quences. It owes a duty to the citizens of the United States residing

in Mississippi, and this duty it must i)erform. It has guaranteed to the

State of Mississippi a republican form of government, and this guar-

antee must be made good.
The measures necessary and possible in an exigency are three:

1. Laws may be i^assed by Congress for the protection of the rights

of citizens in the respective States.

2. States in anarchy, or wherein the affairs are controlled by bodies
of armed men, should be denied representation in Congress.

3. The constitutional guarantee of a republican form of government
to every State will require the United States, if these disorders increase
or even continue, and all milder measures shall prove ineffectual, to

remand the State to a territorial condition, and through a s^'stem of

public education and kindred means of improvement change the ideas

of the inhabitants and reconstruct the government upon a republican
basis.





VIEWS OP THE MINORITY OF THE COMMITTEE APPOINTED
TO INVESTIGATE AFFAIKS IN MISSISSIPPI.

. Ou December 15, 1875, the Senator from Iiidiaua (Mr. Morton) sub-
mitted the followiog resolution

:

Whereas it is allegerl that the late election in Mississippi for members of Congress >

State oificars, aud members of tlie legislature was characterized by great frauds, vio-
lence, and intimidation, whereby the freedom of the ballot was in a great measure de-
stroyed, a reign of terror established, ballot-boxes stuffed, spurious tickets imposed
upon votei's, so that a popular majority of more than 25,000 was overcome, and in its

place was given an apparent but fraudulent majority of more than 25,000 ; and whereas
the legislature thus chosen will have the election of a Senator to represent that State
in this body ; and whereas if these allegations are true a great number of the citizens
of the United States have had their rights under the Constitution and laws of the
United States wicliedly violated: Therefore,

Resolved, That a committee of five Senators be appointed by the Chair to investigate
the truth of the said allegations and the circumstances attending said election, with
power to \isit said State to make their investigations, to send for persons and papers,
and to use all necessary process in the performance of their duties ; and to make report
to the Senate before the end of this session of their investigation and findings.

He supported its adoption by a series of speeches, the last of which
was dated January 19, 1876, the true history and inspiration of which
will hereafter be noted in considering the testimony taken before the
committee. The resolution slept until the 27th of March, 1870, when an
amendment was proposed by the Senator from Michigan (Mr. Chris-
tiancy) and accepted by Mr . Morton, as follows:

Whereas it is alleged that the late election in Mississippi (in 1875) for members of
Congress and State officers and members of the legislature was characterized by great
frauds committed upon, and violence exercised toward, colored citizens ofthat State and
the white citizens disposed to support their rights at the election, and especially that
the colored voters, on account of their color, race, or previous condition of servitude,
were, by intimidation and force, deterred from voting or compelled to vote, contrary
to their wishes, for candidates and in support of parties to whom they were opposed,
and their right to the free exercise of the elective franchise, as secured by the fifteenth
amendment to the Constitution, thus liractically denied and violated, and that such in-
timidation has been since continued for the purpose of affecting future elections; and
Whereas the peo|)le of all the United States have an interest in, and a right to in-

sist upon, the enforcement of this constitutional amendment, and Congress, having the
power to enforce it by appropriate legislation, cannot properly neglect the duty of pro-
viding the necessary legislation for this purpose : Therefoi-e,

Resolved, That a committee of five Senators be appointed by the Chair to investigate
the truth of these allegations, and to inquire h )w far these constitutional rights have,
in the said election, been violated by force, fraud, or intimidation, and to inquire and report
to the Senate, before the end of the present session, whether any, and, if so, what, fur-
ther legislation is necessary to secure to said colored citizens the free enjoyment of their
constitutional rights; and that said committee be empowered to visit said State, to
send for persons and papers, to take testimony on oaik, and to use all necessary process
for these purposes.

After debate in the Senate, the resolution was adopted. In the course
of this debate, the" Senator from Massachusetts (Mr. Boutwell) made
the following declaration :

For seventy years the spirit of hypocrisy and misrepresentation dominated over
the slaveholdlng section of this confederacy. They continually presented themselves
to the country and to the world as the friends of the Union, and it was a lie from first

to last. They were the enemies of the Union ; and when the Union did not answer the
chief purpose which they had, and the only purpose they had, the preservation of the
institution of slavery, they made war upon the Union. The Senator from Delaware
was the political supporter and ally and the substantial defender of the men who made
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war upon the Union, who clung to the Union for seventy years under the falsehood that

they were its friends. They were its enemies all the while. Slavery, the spirit of

slavery, is and ever has been the enemy of the Union, and it is so to-day. The troubles

in the'South are due to the spirit of slavery, and the time has come when I am forced

to confess to myself and with reluctance to say here that I do not in my heart believe

that any man educated under and obedient to the intiaeuce of slavery can be the friend

of a Union that is designed to establish and preserve equality. The North will do well

to take heed and ro trust no man who was brought up under the influence of slavery,

controlled by its spirit, and dominated by its power, and is not yet extinct.

The committee, as finally appointed under the resolution, consists of

Messrs. Boutwell, (chairman,) Cameron, of Wisconsin, McMillan, Bay-
ard, and McDonald, thus omitting in the organization of the committee
the mover or ameuder of the original resolution. The first meeting of the

committeewas held on the 27th of April in the Capitol; and, at the second

or third meeting, the clerk of the committee, Mr. Bartlett, was appointed

stenographer, and Mr. James Redpath, of Massachusetts, was selected

in his place as clerk, and has continued with intelligence and efficiency

to fill that position, having been present at all the sessions of the com-
mittee. On the 29th of April a resolution was offered in the committee

by Mr. Bayard that the testimony should be taken with open doors,

which was rejected by the committee, Mr. Bayard and Mr. McDonald
voting in the afiirmative. But a small portion of the testimony has as

yet been printed, nor has any report of tlie committee been made; but
Mr. Kedpath, the clerk, having had the fullest opportunity of hearing

the testimony of the witnesses, and having had charge of all communi-
cations to the committee, has been enabled, in advancex)f the commit-

tee, to submit a public report over his own signature, of which the fol-

lowing extract will convey a distinct idea of his views. Speaking of the

Union men of the South, or the original whigs, and the vigorous part

they took in the contest, he says:

Still they were Union men ; but the Union they once knew was gone forever. They tried

to begin where they had left olf, ignorant of the fact that, while they foiigbt, a moral revo-

lution had been going on in tlie North; that it was no longer IVebsler or Clay, but the

man rvhom they had hanged at Charlestown as a felon, tvho was now the ideal leader of a re-

generated nation.

These references are made to the utterances of the chairman, and of

the clerk selected by him to accompany the committee, and make public

impression of affairs in ^Mississippi, and the remedy to be applied, be-

cause it indicated fully to the undersigned that from the first it would
be naturally impossible for them, with their ideas of constitutional duty,

to subscribe to the deductions of those who, however intelligent or con-

scientious, started out upon the proposed investigation upon such a

platform of ideas.

While writing this report, the undersigned have read with surprise

and regret the message of the President of the United States, dated

July 31, 1876, transmitting to Congress certain correspondence relating

to the murders lately committed at Hamburgh, in South Carolina.

In this message he has seen fit to use the following language

:

But recently a committee of the Senate of the United States visited the State of Mis-

sissippi to take testimony on the subject of frauds and violence in elections. Their

report haa not yet been made puhlic, but I await its forthcoming'with a feeling of con-

fidence that it will fully sustain all that I have stated relating to fraud and violence

in the State of Mississippi.
U. S. GRANT.

In his letter of the 2Gtli of July to Governor Chamberlain he had
stated

:

Mississippi is governed to-day by officials chosen through fraud and violence, such

as would scarcely be accredited to savages, much less to a civilized and Christian

people.
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This last statement, come it from whom it may, we prouounce iu the
face of the testimony taken by this committee, and not yet printed, to
be untrue and unwarranted by tbe facts disclosed.
The tone of animosity to the white people of the South which breathes

throughout the President's message and letter is unmistakable. In his
message of July 31, six days subsequent to this letter, the President
says :

" The report (on Mississippi) has not yet been made public.'''' Why
should he anticipate ?

We hold it, and believe it will be so held by right thinking men every-
where, discreditable for the Chief Magistrate thus to have exhibited
such evidence of prejudice against any portion of his fellow-citizens.

It adds, however, but another proof to the many given heretofore,
that the heart and mind of President Grant are closed to all sense of
justice, where his political opponents, especially in the Southern States,
are concerned.

Other attempts to forestall public opinion in relation to the affairs in
Mississippi have been made, calculated to grossly mislead. Two at-

tempts to fasten obloquy upon one of the undersigned, (Mr. Bayard,)
and at the same time to convey unjust impressions against the people
of Mississippi may be noted :

[Special dispatch to the Baltimore Sun.]

Washington, July 25.

THE REPUBLICAN REPORT IN MISSISSIPPI.
* * # * .

Another case illustrativ'e of the j^eneral conclusions arrived at by the niajority'of the
committee is that of a native of Philadelphia. He settled near Vicksburgh and was
with his fjimily. He had been appointed a justice of the peace by the governor of the
State, and his wife opened a school for the instruction of the poor. He was subse-
quently a candidate for office. On one night fifty armed men dashed upon his premises
and shot him down without a word of warning, and in the presence of his wife and
family. When the story of this wife was told by her own lips to the committee, Sena-
tor Bayard, one of the committee, ejaculated, " I don't believe it."

After the murder, .according to the report, the assassins hovered about the house and
would not permit the wife to enact even the rites of sepulture. They dragged the
bleeding corpse from the arms of the distracted woman, pitched it into a pig wallow,
and leit. Senator Bayard, afl^ected by the narration, repeated, " I won't believe it

nnder oath." The report says that these "banditti," for it states they compare with
Italians of the same class, live upon the people. They are dissolute and indolent, gen-
erally the sons of planters impoverished by the war, or the remnant of that class of
adventurers who fastened upon the institution of slavery as the camp-follower lives

upon an army.

Mr. Bayarcl never even saw the witness referred to, who was examined
in his absence, and he never made any statement, even similar in lan-

guage or character to that so falsely attributed to him. Yet this vicious

falsehood has already had wide circulation.

In the New York Times of the 27th of July we find the following
letter and preceding comments :

Senator Boutwell has also received a letter from a colored witness who testified in
Mississippi, from which it will be seen how the democracy of that State propose to
treat those who obeyed the summons of the Senate committee:

" Daer Sir: I having been summon before your iuvestigationg to give a sworne
testimony in regard to the late election, which I did, and I told nothing but the truth.

Yesterday I was met by an armed mob in the streets of , and compelled me
to say that I swore a lie. And told me I had either to say that I

swore to a lie or leave the city or die. The excitement grew so intense
that I was compell to tcake back what I said before the committee. I was also met by
another mob at the same day that I was before the committee and com-
pelled to do the same before I got home. I w'd not be supprised if I were not mob
before you receive this letter. If you read this letter where Senator Bayard can hear
it he will write down here and let these democrats know it, and I will be murdered as

S. Rep. 527 in
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soon as I appear ou the streets. Therefore it will be best fore me fore you to keep this
to yourself aud other republicans."
Of course every one who knows Senator Bayard will smile at this suspicion, but it

shows the state of terrorism still maintained by the banditti of Mississippi.

For what reason and with what intent this letter was so published
may be inferred from the letter itself and the editorial use of it.

It will be observed that the committee were instructed by the resolu-

tion to inquire into alleged violations of the fifteenth amendment to the
Constitution, and the necessity of new and appropriate legislation for

its enforcement; and it would seem that the scope of the investigation
was intended to have been confined to that object. But in the investi-

gation conducted by the majority, nearly every right and power of the
State of Mississippi, heretofore supposed to be among the reserve<l

powers belonging to the States, and not justly subject to exterior con-

trol, has been made the subject of the most widespread, unrestrained
inquiry. The social habits, domestic institutions, ))ersonal and individ-

ual dealings and contracts, local police arrangements, and whole classes

of subjects heretofore supposed to be under the sole control of the State
and county governments, and even family affairs, have been made the
subjects of inquisition.

The limitations upon the powers of Congress in its relation to the in-

ternal affairs of the States have been lately the subject of careful delib-

eration and adjudication by tiie Supreme Court of the United States
in cases involving the validity of legislation by Congress in pari materia
with that now proposed by tlie resolution.

In the recent case of the United States vs. Cruikshank, Mr. Chief-

Justice Waite delivered the opinion of the court and said:

We have in oar political system a Government of the United States and a govern-
ment of each of the several States. Each one of these governments is distinct from
the other, and each has citizc^ns of its own, who owe it allegiance, ami whose rights
vrithin its jurisdiction it must protect. Tiie sanu? person may be at the same time a
citizen of the United States and a citizen of a State, but his rights of citizenship under
one of these governments will be ditiereut from those ho has under the other.
(Slaughter-house cases, 10 Wall., 74.)

Citizens are the niembcrs of the political community to which they belong. They
are the people who cortipose the coumiunity, and who, in their associated capacitj',

have established or submitted themselves to the dominion of a government for the
promotion of their general welfare and the protection of their individual as well as
their collective rights. In the formation of a government the people may confer upon
it such powers as they choose. The government when so formed may, and when
called upon should, exercise all the powers it has for the protection of the rights of
its citizens, and the peojile within its jurisdiction, but it can exercise no other. The
duty of a government to afford protection is limited always by the power it possesses for that

purpose.

The government thus established and defined is to some extent a government of th«
States in their political capacity. It is also, for certain purposes, a government of the
people. Its powers are limited in number, but not in degree. Within the scope of its

potcers, as enumerated aud defined, it is supreme and above the States; but beyond, it

has no existence. It was ertjcted for special purposes and endowed with all the powers
necessary for its own preservation and the accomplishment. of the ends its people had
in view. It can neither grant nor secure to its citizens any right or privilege not expressly,

or by implication, jdaced under its jurisdiction.

Tlie people of the United States resident within any State are subject to two govern-
ments, one State and the other National ; but there need be no coutlict between the two.
The powers which one possosses the other docs not. They are established for diftVrent

purposes and have S('))aratc.jurisdictions. Together they make one whole ami furnish the
people of the United States with a complete Government, ample for the protection of

all their rights at home and abroad. It is the natural consetpience of a citizenship
which owes allegiance to two sovereignties and claims protection from both. The
citizen cautuit complain because he has voluntarily submitte<l himself to such a form
of government. He owes allegiance to the two departments, so to speak, and within
their respective spheres must pay the i)enalties which each exacts for disobedience to

its laws. In return, he can demand protection from each within its own jurisdiction.
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Tbe Government of the United States is one of delegated powers alone ; its anthority
is defined and limited by the Coustitntiou. AJl poivern not granted to it by that instru-

ment are reserved to the States or the people. No rigiits can be acquired under the Consti-
tution or laws of the United States except such as the Government of the United States
has the authority to grant or secure. All that cannot be so granted or secured are left

under the protection of the States.

Then again

:

The third and eleventh counts are even more objectionable. They charge the intent
to have been to deprive the citizens named, they being in Louisiana, "of their respect-
ive several lives and liberty of person, without due process of law." This is notliing else

than alleging a conspiracy to falsely imprison or murder citizens of the United States
being within the territorial jurisdiction of the State of Louisiana. The rights of life

and personal liberty are natural rights of man. "To secure these rights," says the
Declaration of Independence, " governments are instituted among men, deriving their
just powers from the consent of the governed." The very highest duty of the States when
they entered into the Union under the Constitution, was to protect all persons within
their boundaries in the enjo3'iuent of these "unalienable rights with which they were
endowed by their Creator." Sovereignty for this purpose rests alone with the States. It is

no more the duty or within the power of the United States to punish for a conspiracy to

falsely imprison or murder within a State than it would be to punish for false imprisonment
or murde)' itself.

The fourteenth amendment prohibits a State from depriving any person of life, liberty,

or property without due process of law, but this adds nothing to the rights of one citizen as
against another. It simply furnishes an additional guarantee against any encroachment
by the States upon the fundamental rights which belong to every citizen as a member
of societj'.

These propositions were unanimously laid down by the court, in con-
sidering alleged violations of the fourteenth amendment of the Constitu-
tion, bat are equally applicable to the discussion of the relative powers
and duties of the Federal and State Governments under any and all pro-
visions of the Constitution.
In the case of The United States vs. Eeese, decided at the same time,

the court says

:

Eights and immunities created by or dependent upon the Constitution of the United
States can be protected by Congress. The form and the manner of the protection may
be such as Congress, in the legitimate exercise of its legislative discretion, shall pro-
vide. These may be varied to meet the necessities of the particular right to be pro-
tected.

The fifteenth amendment does not confer the right of suffrage upon any one. It prevents
the States, or the United States, however, from giving preference in this particular to
one citizen of the United States over another on account of race, color, or previous con-
dition of servitude. Before its adoption this could be done. It was as much within the
power of a State to exclude citizens of the United States from voting on account of
race, &c., as it was on account of age, property, or education. Now it is not. If citi-

zens of one race, having certain qualifications, are permitted by law to vote, those of
another, having the same qualitications, must be. Previous to this amendment there
was no constitutional guarantee against this discrimination. Now, there is. It follows
that the amendment has invested citizens of the United States with a new constitu-
tional right, which is within the protecting power of Congress.
That right is exemption from discrimination in the exercise of the elective franchise

on account of race, color, or previous condition of servitude. This, under the express pro-
visions of the second section of the amendment, Congress may enforce by " appropriate
legislation."

"The power of Congress to legislate at all upon the subject of voting at State elec-
tions rests upon this amendment. The effect of article I, section 4, of the Constitution,
in respect to elections for Senators and Eepresentatives, is not now under consideration.
It has not been contended, nor can it be, that the amendment confers authority to impose
penalties for every wrongful refusal to receive the vote of a qualified elector at State
elections. It is only when the wrongful refusal at such an election is because of race,
color, or previous condition of servitude that Congress can interfere and provide for its pun-
ishment.

The courts enforce the legislative will when ascertained, if within the constitutional
grant ofpower. Within its legitimate sphere Congress is supreme and beyond the control
of the courts, but if it steps outside of its constitutional limitations and attempts that which
is beyond its reach, the courts are authorized to, and when called upon in due course of
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legal proceedings must, annul its encroachments upon the reserved porver of the States and
the people.

We iiHist, therefore, decide that Congress has wo<, as yet, provided by " appropriate
legislation " for the punishment of the offense charged in the indictment, and that the
circuit court properly sustained the demurrers and gave judgment for the defendants.')

In subordination to the principles thus laid down by the autboritj of

the tribunal of last resort in our country, the undersigned would have
been disposed to confine their investigation to subjects plainly within
the jurisdiction of Congress, without infringing upon any of the reserved
rights of the State of Mif-sissipi)i, believing it to be the cardinal feature

of our institutions that the equality of the States in the Union must ever
be respected, and that any practice which invades so necessary a prin-

ciple must place in jeopardy not only the rights of a single State, but, in

their turn, the rights of all the remaining States; and that a ])ower
which is conceded to be a])plicable to the overthrow of the autonomy of
any one State is liable to be used for the destruction of any other State,

and that there is no safety for any unless the rights of each are guarded.
The condition of the State of Mississippi is to be considered at three

periods of time.

First. In the spring of 1875, before the commencement of the political

canvass, in which the alleged outrages upon the rigiits of citizens, under
the fifteenth amendment, are said to have occurred.

Second. Its condition during the election itself, on the 2d of November,
1875 ; and.

Third. Its con<lition as discovered by the committee at the tinieof their

visit in June, 1870.

For a i>voi)er understanding of the entire case we proi)ose to recite, by
the light of the testimony, and supported by its facts, what we believe
to have been the true con(litioii of Mississippi in the s|)ringof 1875. At
the time of ])reparing this report, however, but a small i)art of the testi-

mony has been printed ; and although we trust to be enabled to insert

the proper references before it is submitted, yet the absence of the
printed testimony interferes materially with one of our objects, i. e., to

makc^o afiseriiotis, hut to let the witnesses spcalcfor themselves^ and tosuh-

stantiate every fact by reference to its basis.

It has been said by high authority that it was difficult to draw an in-

dictment against a whole people. Equally diflicnlt is it to establish

any rules of evidence that would sustain so vague an indictment.
And in the present inquisition it would become plain to all who
shall read the depositions and observe the mode of interrogation
employed, tliat every rule which the experience of mankind has estab-
lished as essential for the regulation of evidence and the ascertainment
of truth has been disregarded in the course of this investigation. So
that tlie great bulk of the testimony which has been taken is such as
would not be received in any court of justice iu this country to convict
the meanest culprit of the pettiest offense.

Every rule of evidence Ibllowed by courts in the administration of
justice has been entirely disregarded. Every rule whii^h experience has
shown to be essential for the elucidation of truth has been thrown aside, and
opinion, hearsay, wild rumor, anything and all things which excitement,
prejudice, hate, love, or fear can suggest have been poured in without
discrimination or check.
No individual, no community, can be safe against such an order of

things.

The usual tests of discrimination between truth and falsehood having
been abandoned, the result cannot be satisfactory to any just mind.
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The argumeut that the charge is vague, and against a ^vhole com-
munity, only makes the eifect worse.

When a false principle is adopted, the wider its application the more
dangerous it becomes.

This is observable in the examination from the first witness to the

last. xVdelbert Ames, the ex-governor of Mississippi, who was called

and examined on the 27th of April, and at page 29, on the third day of

his examination, in which he had made the most wholesale and sweep-

ing assertions of facts of violence and intimidation, was asked

:

Q. You have referred to various acts of violeuce" and intimidatiou ; have you per-

sonal knowledge of any of those acts?—A. I never saw an act of violence performed.

Q. Did you ever see an act of intimidatiou performed ?—A. No ; I never saw an act

of violeuce performed.

Q. Then what you have said is derived from the information of other people ?—A.
Yes, sir.

And on page 32

—

Q. I ask you, do you know the fact whether there was any resistance to process,

when issued, in that State?—A. That statement I have made; I would say that I do
not kuow of any facts of that kind, ,

And again

—

Q. Do you know of a case'where process of the courts has been returned with that

statement f—A. I do not.

In fact, if the testimony touching the subjects within the scope of the
resolution of the Senate could be reduced to such as is receivable under
the rules of evidence, as recognized by courts of jasfcice and by this

Senate while sitting as a court, the testimony taken in Mississippi by
this committee would be confl:ied to a dozen pages of manuscript. The
rest is rumor, hearsay, and opinion. Not only so, but nearly ail the

witnesses examined for what may be termed the prosecution of the

white people of the State of Mississippi, were defeated candidates in

the election of 1875 or other interested supporters or persons who had
lost office and failed of reappointment. Most of the witnesses, w hen
pinned down by cross-examination to give names of persons concerned
and dates, were directly and tiatly contradicted as to those facts, and
many of the occurrences either shown to have been not only untrue,

but impossible, or else accompanied by facts which subjected them to a

totally different constrnction.

x\. large body of these witnesses were negroes of the most ignorant
and uncivilized description, who did not hesitate to state anything, and
whose declarations were frequently of the wildest and most absurd
character. Thus at page 865, in the deposition ot Greene Foster, Dr.

Holland, of Madison County, is represented as giving utterance to pro-

fanity in the following style :

On the day of the election I was one of the peace-officers of the town ; was officer of
the day. Lee Diukins, and Dr. Holland, and Gartner Johnson, and Willie McKee, and
Emmitt Savage all came down there with their sixteeu-shooters and two pistols apiece
buckled around them.

Dr. Holland walked up to me and says, "Are you one of the peace-officers to-day ?"

I said I was.
He says, " If you don't look sharp we will got you ; we are going to rid the country

of you damned whelps; you are running the niggers, and we are going to carry the
polls to-day."

. I said, " Doctor, I don't want any fuss, and didn't come prepared for a fuss."

TWO HUNDRED BALLS IN HIS POCKET.

He said, '' By God ! we came prepared ;" and he put his hand in his ppcketand pulled
out a handful of balls, and said, "I have got two hundred balls in my pocket, and I

haven't killed two hundred niggers yet to-day." I said, "I hope you won't kill me."
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Whereas, by the deposition of Judge Campbell, of the supreme court,

page 926

:

Q. Did yon know Dr. Holland, of the county ?—A. I do ; he is the man whose name
"was connected with that arrest.

Q. What manner of man is he ?—A. A very highly respectable man ; one of the most
:amiable, mild-manered, oood-uatnred men I ever knew.

Q. What is his age ?—A. I suppose him to be about forty years of age.

Q. Do you know whether Dr. Holland is a man who is profane iu his speech?—A.
He is one of the most pious, devoted Christian men I ever knew; remarkable among
men in that respect.

Q. Would you believe it possible that Dr. Holland would interlard his conversation
with profanity ?—A. It is utterly, inconsistent with his character, and I should regard
it as impossible unless I could hear it, or it was attested by witnesses whose veracity
I could not question at all.

and Major Powell, page 872, aud Captain Key, at page 918, Dr. Hol-
land is testified to be a gentleman of singular purity and piety, a
strict and conscientious professor of religion, and a " pillar" of the Bap-
tist church in his community. See also the case of Miles AValker, page
1133, in Aberdeen, iu which Mr. E. O. Sykes and his brother, Mr. T. B.
Sykes, the mayor of Aberdeen, both of them professors of religion and
gentlemen of the most admitted purity of language and conduct, are
described as monsters of profanity.

The case of P. C. Powell a negro, page 888, testifying of Mr. Preasley,
the judge of election at (3alhoun i)recinct, in Madison County, rudely tak-

ing tickets from colored men, tearing them ui)and throwing them on the
ground in the sight of the wituess, is denied by Judge Cunningham, the
republican judge of election present on the occasion, by Preasley's own
statement, and that of several bystanders. [See page 953.] Witnesses
thus set free to state anything and everything that malice could suggest,
partisan animosity eucourage, and ignorance assist, rendered it difiicult

to confute, by reason of the vagueness aud uncertainty of i heir state-

ments. The value of the testimony of Auu Hodge, colored, can be read-
ily estimated, page 421:

By Mr. Bayaki> :

Q. Did you ever take an oath ?—A. No, sir.

Q. Do you know the meaning of taking an oath ?—A. No, sir.

Q. Do yon know the consecjucnces of swearing falsely?—A. No, sir.

In short, the i)roverbial ditticulty of i)roving a negative was imposed
upon the white people of Mississippi, who, by the ruling of the majority,

were not suffered to be present even by their Representatives while
the testimony was being taken.

RECONSTEUCTION,

The reconstruction policy of Congress had fully and perfectly forced

the institutions of the State of Mississippi into the most entire subjec-

tion and conformity with its i)rovisions. What Mississij)pi was at the
time of the last election of Governor Ames in 1873, she was "the work
of reconstruction by Congress.*' The will of her i)eople, their tastes,

their prejudices, their virtues, and their faults, had been melted and
run into a mold fashioned by the will of Congress alone. If her
institutions were defective, if they were not conducive to the ends of
good government, if they were arranged with an unwise disregard of the
condition and wants of her peo[)le, that peo))le are no more responsible
than the population of France, for they had no voice. Such as she was
in 1873 the Congress of the United States had made her. The State
constitution was molded in accordance with the will of Congress. The
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legislation under it had been enacted by men placed in power by the
Federal Government. The ruling principle of that legislation seems
to have been to lead as much power as possible directly into the
hands of the Executive, in which the reins were placed. The in-

stitution of suffrage was of course the proposed basis, and to control

this the machinery of elections was placed absolutely in the hands of
the governor, who had the sole power to appoint those officers, who in

their turn had the power of appointment of the registrars of every
county, who in their turn appointed the ele(?tion oflQcers throughout the
State in their respective counties, and supervised the elections and re-

turns, thus gathering the whole control of elections in a single execu-
tive hand.
This was the state of things when Governor Ames took his seat on

the 1st day of January, 1874, elected in the month of November pre-
vious. There was not an ofiflcial of the State who was not a member of the
republican party. There was not a county official to be appointed by
the governor who was not in close affinity with him. In all the repub-
lican counties, and all were republican in which negroes were in a ma-
jority, ev^ery official was a member of the same party. Thus we see that
the entire control of the State was in the hands of Governor Ames and
his party associates. At page 30 of his deposition the fact is stated by
him as follows

:

Q. You have stated the violence and intimidation to have existed in the republican
counties of the State f—A. Yes, sir.

Q. You have not referred to violence in any but republican counties?—A. No, sir.

Q. Such is the fact, is it not ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Were not then all these justices of the peace, chancellors, the judiciary, and the
machinery for choosing juries, in the hands of the dominant party in those counties ?

—

A. Yes, sir.

Q. I need not ask you if all the United States officers in that State were not mem-
bers of the republican party ; that was so, was it not ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Then the grand juries and the petit juries, and the judges, and the sheriffs, and
the supervisors, by whom the jurors were selected, were all controlled by the dominant
party in those counties ?—A. They were all belonging to the dominant party.

Of course every official of the Federal Government, district judges,
district attorneys, marshals, deputy marshals, supervisors, postmasters,
revenue officers, were all of the same party and necessarily active ad-
herents. It may be truly said that there was no trace whatever of offi-

cial power in the State of Mississippi in the hands of the democratic
party until the 1st day of January, 1876.

Now, let us consider into what a condition, social, moral, and financial,

Mississippi was brought, in the spring of 1875, under the administra-
tion which has just been described. The population of Mississippi, by
the census of 1870, had a total of 827,922 souls. Of these 382,890 were
white people, 444,201 colored people, and the remainder Indians and
persons not classed. The State was divided into seventy-three counties.
The negro majority was thus about 60,000, but was distributed chiefly

in the rich river counties and on the richer cotton-iiroducing lands of
the State, in which they greatly outnumbered the white population, and
in these counties their large numerical majority was consolidated.
The domestic institutions of the State had been completely revolu-

tionized, and the relations of the white and black races had not been
permitted to adjust themselves into that harmony and good feeling
which the interests of both made so essential to happiness and good
order. The whites, as the result of the war, were impoverished to a
most painful extent, which must impress itself upon au}' person who
visits the State, which presents even to a casual eye unmistakable evi-
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dences of widespread and lamentable prostration. This brings witk it

increased privatioa to the colored people, who never had property, and
who depended, necessarily, upon property owners for their support.
When their employers were ruined the blow fell severely upon the em-
ployed. Theirs was a common lot, and that which struck down and
crippled the one fell also heavily upon the other.

Unfortunately the new and arliitrary political conditions imposed upon
both races by the will of Congress were disturbed by the presence of a
class of unscrupulous, needy, and rapacious adventurers who came down
to fill the political offices to which prejudice against the southern whites
on the i)art of those who held power in the Federal Government, and the
absolute ignorance and incompetence of the negroes prevented those
whites from being appointed. Theresult was, as the testimony everywhere
discloses, that the State and Federal offices to which any considerable
emolument was attached fell into the hands of white men newly arrived
"within the borders of the State, ignorant and unsympathetic of the
wishes and feelings of the white i)opulation, and bent wholly upon using
the political material which they found ready at their hands in the shape
of masses of ignorant, superstitious, and sust)icious negroes to sustaiu
themselves in office and power. Instead of encouraging the colored
population to relations of amity and contideuce with the whites who gave
them employment and furnished them with the means of subsistence, it

has been ])lainly the object and.intent of these political adventurers to

increase the distrust between the races, and to encourage on the part of

the blacks and intensily the instinct and feeling of race opposition. In
this, by means of low arts, they have been, unhappily, too successful, and
the negroes of the State of Mississippi have been banded together in an
unthinking mass, under the lead and blind control of a handful of north-
ern strangers, with here and there a native white man.
Throughout the testimony it is evident the white people of Mississippi,

in the interests of the entire community, made every attempt to pene-
trate this alliance against them, and resorted to every means of combi-
nation an<l alliance with their political ojiponents to procure even a tol-

erable and decent administration of public affairs. Since 1868 they had
given up their party name and candidates, had voted for Dent, a repub-
lican, had voted for Alcorn, a rei)ublican, and essayed in every way to

appease and mollify the party led by Governor Ames; but all in vain.

They witnessed the selection of men either incompetent or criminal, or

both, for important odices in the State. They saw their best men, most
virtuous, exi)erienced, and able citizens, passed by in contempt. They
saw men notoriously vicious, and justly proscribed, taken into the couh-
dence and friendship of Ames and placed in authority. (See the case
of William Gray, negro brigadier-general, and his character described
by a republican witness, Putnam, p. 1449; see also Samuel W. Fergu-
son, p, 1474.)

SEXATOK WILLIAM GUAY.

Q. Do yon know William Gray f—A. I do.

Q. Who is William Gray ?—A. He is a colored man that was elected some yearssince
as senator from onr ilistrict.

Q. When did his term expire as senator ?—A. At the last session of the legislature,

Q. He was senator until 1875 ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Was he a candidate for sheritt' at the last election .'—A. He was talked of as a
candidate at the primary election or caucus.
Q. What was Gray's cliaracter ?—A. It was very bad.
Q. What do yon mean by that ?—A. I mean bad in every sense that you can take it

in, I don't care what it is.

Q. Well, what is it now ?—A. It is not any better now.
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Q. I want yonr description of what yon mean by very bad man.—A. I will tell "yon,

sir ; in the first place, he was unscrnpnlons ; and in the second place, he had no princi-

ple, or honor, or trnthfulness, or jnetice, or honesty.

Q. Was he a bloodthirsty man?—A. Rather inclined to be cowardly; he was of a

disposition to get others into ditficnlty.

Q. Was he a (quarrelsome man ?— A. Rather quarrelsome.

Q. Was he a lascivious man ?—A. Yes, sir ; reported so.

Q. Was he a dishonest man ?—A. I know him to be dishonest.

Q. Was he an untruthful man ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Was he an illiterate man ?—A. He was intelligent for one of his opportunities
;

he was illiterate.

Q. Could he read and write ?—A. He could read and write.

Q. But he was an illiterate man ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you know whether he was commissioned a brigadier-general of militia of this

State ?—A. I have heard that he was.

Q. Do you know that General Ames commissioned Gray a brigadier-general of the
militia of this State ?—A. I read of his commission in the official journal.

Q. Was this character that you describe of him a notorious thing ?—A. It was notori-

ous in our county, but I could not say that it was notorious to the world—what I meau
by the world I mean our world here.

Q. lu the county where he lived it was well kuown that he was the kind of miiu
you describe him to be ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. When was he commissioned by Governor Ames as brigadier-general of militia ?

—

A. Perhaps about a year ago.

Cardozo, the forgiug clerk of the circuit court and defraudiug State
superintendent of public instruction ; Davenport, the negro forger and
county-clerk ; O. P. Lee, white, the aide-de-camp. of Governor Ames, de-

faulter and red-handed murderer of two black committee-men ; Morgan,
the sheriff of Yazoo Count}', withtheindictment for the murderof Hilliard,

his republican predecessor and contestant, hanging over him ; Davis, col-

ored lieutenant-governor, the vendor of pardons of any crime for money

;

these are specimens of the men whom he took to his confidence and
made his political associates, and to complaints against whom he ac-

corded such treatment as in the case of the application to him by the
mayor of the little town of Greenville, in Washington County, soliciting

protection against repeated acts of incendiarism in which Brigadier-
General Gray was implicated and subsequently indicted for arson. Gov-
ernor Ames sending no reply to this supplication for protection, placed
the letter in the hands of Gray himself, who flaunted it in triumph in

the face of the citizens. (See deposition of William A. Ferguson, pp.
14G8-1471.)

SOMETHING ABOUT SEXATOR GRAY.

Q. John H. Nelson ?—A. He is a merchant there, and has been a lawyer. He left

here this morning. I would like to state in this connection that at the very time these
outrages were being committed by Ross and Gray, knocking down people and going
before the magistrates and being fined nominally, that he was mayor of Greenville.
The mayor had no power as magistrate, but wrote a letter to Governor Ames to ta,ke

some steps to prevent the consequences which would attend if such things were not
stopped. Within a week after that letter was mailed Gray had it parading around the
streets of Greenville. Governor Ames had referred it back to Gray. Judge Nelson set
forth the fact that it was bound to bring about a collision ; that Gray was conducting
himself in such a way that it was impossible to have any redress; that he was takeu
before a magistrate and fined a nominal fine, and it never was collected, and he just
laughed at it, and there was no peace to be had unless something was done. And that
was the way the letter was treated. It was referred to Gray as brigadier-general of
militia.

Q. Written by the mayor of Greenville to the governor of the State"?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And he nade no reply to it?—A. No, sir; it was referred to Gray. The letter
was sent back to Gray, and he exhibited it on the streets of Greenville within a week.

Q. VVhat did he say to it ?—A. He just showed it ; I don't recollect what he said. It
was just to show how perfectly hopeless it was to take any steps against him.

Q. That Avas the sole reply that Governor Ames made to this representation of the
state of affairs by the mayor?—A. Yes, sir; I recollect on one occasion he had knocked
some one down on the street, and they came to arrest him, the police, and he simply
called out to the magistrate to fine him $10 and that would be the end of it, and he
walked off and nothing more was done with him.
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Invested with the power of selecting the entire judiciary of the State,

the character of his appointments may be learned from the deposition
of Judge John A. C. Watson, of Holly Springs, who at page 981 testifies

as follows

:

Q. What class of men did General Ames call around him in his administration ?—A.
He called around him, as a general thing, the very worst class of what we call " carpet-

baggers." Most of them were newcomers into the State, without property, who relied

upon politics as a trade and means of livelihood.

Q. Had they any knowledge of your people, of their habits and wants ?—A. None
whatever. Thej' came among us as strangers at the close of the war.

Q. With whom did that claas of men affiliate ?—A. A great many of tliem affiliated

mostly with the negroes.

Q. What was the feeling and course of action toward citizens of the Northern States
who came here as men of fair character and as good citizens to settle in your midst ?

—

A. Upon the part of most of the citizens, especially of the better class, there was no in-

disposition to receive them, and a great many desired them to come. And when they
came among ns, as citizens engaging in some business, I believe any such man was
received kindly and treated kindly. A great many of them, however, came among us,

as 1 remarked before, and engaged in no business, but just went among negroes, the
whole aim aiid purpose being to gain the confidence of the negroes and alienate them
from the whites and their old masters. They carried this to such an extent that some
of them would visit the negroes' houses and cabins, and meet them on terms of social

equality. Some would not go so far, but would mix up with them in politics. And
the geueral aim of tliat class was to destroy the confidence of the negroes in the whites
and in their old masters. I have heard men of this class on the stump, in addressing
crowds of negroes, say everything they could to exasperatj} the then recently-emanci-
pated negroes against their old masters. I have heard them lay down this rule, "You
must never follow your masters in politics

;
just watch them, and when thej' take one

direction you take the other, and you will certainly be right."

Q. Was this the current course of advice to this class of men?—A. So far as it fell

nnder my observation, tlu; general object was to convince them that their old masters
were unalterably opposed to them, and that they must look alone to northern men for

their protection.

Q. Was it from this class that General Ames drew his political associates and ad-

A'isers?—A. Yes, sir; he very soon threw off what he regarded as the better class of
re])nblican8.

Q. Tiirew them off?—A. Yes.

Q. Was it thought that that led to the split of the Alcorn wing against the Ames?

—

A. Yes
;
perhaps I might state a fact or two there. Alcorn came back and ran for gov-

ernor against Ames.
Q. What year?—A. Li 1873. During that canvass Alcorn on the stump denounced

as thieves and swindlers tlie main supporters of General Ames. The speeches made by
Governor Alcorn in that canvass were the most denunciator}' I ever heard against the
leading men of the Ames party.

Q. Were there other leading members of the republican party who took the same
tone as did Alcorn in regard to the Ames administration f—A. In 1873, not a great

many. Ames had the confidence of the negroes, and Alcorn was not sustaiued by his

own i)arty, to any great extent, in 1873.

Q. How was it later, in 187.5?—A. Alcorn's strength continued to gain after that, and
before 1875 the split was a very marked one. A great many had become followers of
Alcorn and ojjposed to Ames.

Q. Was the feeling between the two wings, the Alcorn wing and the Ames wing, as

great or greater than between the republicans and democrats ?—A The feeling between
these two wings of the republicans was just as bitter as could have existed. In my
district the o[ii)osing eandidates for Congress were W^ells and Howe, and when the
Wells party had a meeting they denounced Howe as a thief and falsifier, and applied
to him every epithet they could invent, and when the Howe party came along they
would apply the same epithets to the Wells party.

Q. W^io 1.^ Howe?—A. He had been a member of Congress from that district.

Q. Who was he?—A. A northern man.
Q. Was he on the Ames side or the other?—A. On the Ames side ; Wells was for

Alcorn. He is our present member of Congress. The collision between the two wings
of the party had a great deal to do toward carrying that district against the republi-

cans.

Q. It was charged in the public papers that the character of the officers nnder
Ames's administration was known to liini, after which knowledge ho continued to keep
these men in office and consort with them politically.—A. Well, sir, I cannot say what
was the knowledge of Ames upon that subject, but these delincinencies and this mis-

conduct were known to the public generally, aud Ames still retained them in office and
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in his confideuce, and the more they were abused and exposed the closer he seemed to

adhere to them. It seemed to be rather a recommendation to him.

Q. Many of them were placed under indictment?—^A. A good many.
Q. By the grand juries of their counties?—A. Yes.

Q. The grand jury, as a rule, was under the control of the republican party ?—A.
Yes.

Q. After these indictments took place were the confidence and association of Gover-
nor Ames withdrawn from these people ?—A. As a general rule it was not. In Nortl>
easteru Mississippi Governor Ames appointed a man as chancellor by the name of Bar-
ton, with no intelligence as a lawyer and no standing at the bar. Moreover, he was
charged with a flagrant act of forgery.

Q. Had he been indicted?—A. He had not; but Governor Ames was informed by
gentlemen of high respectability, among others. by our present governor, who came
from his vicinity, of the character of this man. Governor Ames refused to believe it,

but had it been untrue and his moral character ever so good, he was not fit for the
oflice ; but Ames-was blind to the truth, and did appoint Barton chancellor. When,
however, his appointment was before the senate for confirmation, the judiciary com-
mittee, to which it was referred, sent out for witnesses, and the proof was conclusive.

I had been knowing to it. The gentleman upon whom the forgery was committed
resided in my town and was my intimate i)ersonal friend ; but Governor Ames did not
withdraw his name until he was told by his friends that they could not possibly get
bim through the senate. That was the only thing that checked him.

Q. Did tbis man ever exercise the functions of chancellor ?—A. O, yes, sir; he held
several courts.

In all these republican strougholdsin which the charges of turbulence
and misgovernment are alleged to have existed, it is to be also noted
that the entire local power was in Republican hands. Thus the super-

visors of the counties, being in fact the county legislature, assessing
taxes, contracting for supplies, controlliug all public improvements, the
schools, public buildiugs, roads, and having, in short, all local control,

were almost without exception composed of negroes, few of whom were
able to read or write, and scarcely one of whom was able to com-
pute an ordinary sum in arithmetic. In some cases the highest mark of

erudition was the capacity of the chairman mechanically to sign his

name to a record which he was unable to read. (See deposition of

Mayor Powell, p. 876

:

Q. How were the grand juries composed?—A. Mostly of colored people; some few
white ; very few, however.

Q. How were the petit juries composed ?—A. Largely of colored men, and sometimes
as nigh as eleven colored men to one white man, and sometimes the entire jury were
colored people.

IGNORANCE OF NEGRO OFFICIALS.

Q. All these people who have the summoning of the grand juries and petit juries

—

the board of supervisors of the county—are they not ignorant people ?—A. Yes, sir

;

they had a board of supervisors there last year not one of whom could write his name,
with one exception, and he could only write it mechanically.

Q. Who was that composed of?—A. Negroes.
Q. Were they all blacks ?—A. Yes, sir. There was only one that could write his

name, and he could only write it mechanically.
Q. Those were the men that assessed the taxes for the county ?—A. Yes, sir ; they

were the legislature for the county.
Q. They selected the jurors?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Had you any justices of the peace who were colored ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you know their condition as to illiteracy ?—A. This year we have one in the
county that can write his name. Last year, however, I don't think there was a col-

ored justice in the countv who could write his name. I know several of them person^
ally,

HOW JUSTICES OF THE PEACE KEPT THEIR DOCKETS.

The way they kept their dockets—they never report but very few fines: I think one
of them reported about five doHars—the way they kept their docket was to get some
friendly neighbors to write it tip just before the grand jury met, to present it to them.

Q. When the docket was written were they able to read it ?—A. No, sir.

Q. And they had the control of the criminal and civil business of the county?—A.
Yes, sir ; there was only one democratic justice of the peace in the county, I think, be-
sides myself; Mr. Garrett.
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Q. Were these justices of whom you have spoken able to fill up the writs thoy issued,
to sign tlieiu,or kuow what they contained?—A. No, sir.

Q. Did they sign these writs bv a mark, or get some one to write their names for
them ?—A. Signed them by a mark, I believe.

Q. Have you seen them so signed?—A. I have ; from one Bailis Winlark; ho could
neither read nor write, and could not even sign his name—j)erfectly illiterate ; he
don't know anything.

Tlie justices of the peace, generally unable to write, and frequently
unable to read the contents of the process against person or property
which they issued in the name of the law, delivered it to constables equally
unfitted to understand the nature of the precept or to attest their action
under it.

Negro chancery clerks and clerks of the circuit court and courts of
record were utterly unable personally to perform their duties, and in-

trusted everything to some white de[)uty. (See deposition of Judge
Watson, p. 1013.)

Q. Were there members of the convention who were unable to read and write ?—A.
Quite a number of them were very illiterate. One of them, a negro named Stewart
wholly without education, has been in oQice ever since, and is now one of our State
senators.

COUNTY OlFICEKS UNABI.K TO READ OR WRITE.

Q. You spoko hero of county clerks who were unable to write. How many do you
know cf that class?—A. I knew one in De Soto County, and others in two or three
other counties. These persons may possibly be able to sign their names, but this is

about all. The sherilf of Do Soto County tVjr four years was an illiterate, ignorant
negro. He was re-elected for a second term of two years each, I think. He had no con-
ception of the duties of his office. He did not pretend to discharge them.

Q, Not able to read the processes, or writs, or write his own returns upon them !

—

A. No, sir.

Q. In regard to justices of the peace ?—A. I have known very ignorant and incom-
jietent justices. They generally are able to write their own names, but so illiterate

and uncultivated tiiat it was not pos^^ible for them intelligently to read any law what-
ever. They were wliolly incapable of discharging properly their duties.

Q. After 18(>9, were these persons appointed or elected justices of the peace ?—A. I

think tlie colored men were in some instances appointed, but probably more were sub-
sequently elected.

Q. As to the board of supervisors, was it frequently composed of persons totally illit-

erate ?—A. Frofiuently of jtersous who were wholly illiterate and could not by any pos-
sibility have any just conception of tlieir duties.

Q. Did the same condition of illiteracy apply to the members of tho legislature?—A.
lu a good many cases. Many uiieduc-kted colored persons and white men of but littlo

character have been in our legislature since reconstruction.

The consequence of this locril raisgovernment is an increase of taxa-

tion amounting to confiscation, and is well e.x:[)ressed in the language
of a petition to the legislature by the tax-payers of the State, in Jtinii-

ary, 1875, from which we make the following extract

:

But probably the most flagrant evil of which the tax-payers coniplaLu, and the
greatest outrages perpetrated on their rights, arise from the action of the boards of
supervisors.
This court is really the most important of any in the State, and should be composed

of the verj- best men in the several counties. As a general rule, we are sorry to say,

the members of this board are wholly unlit to discharge their duties, and are without
respectability or accountability. This, however, is noc the fault of the legislature of
the State, except in so far as it encourages such men to seek for that position. The
county levies, in a large majority of the counties, are extravagant and oppressive be-

yond all endurance. The contracts for public work are made without econouiy or care,

and with a reckless indirt'tuence to the interest of tho public. These boards, in some
instances, employ their own members to do the work not; authorized by law, merely for

the purpose of making them extravagant allowances. In many instances these mem-
bers are wholly ignorant, and are completely utuler the control of the clerks and sheriti's

of these counties, to whom they make cxtravag.int allowances. This is a gre;it evil,

and we suggest that remedy which alone svems adequate. Legislation shoulil be
immediately enacted fixing the maximum rate of taxation at 50 per cent, on tho State,

beyond which they shall not go in any instance.
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These boards should also be prohibited from making any contracts, or allowances, or
ai)propriatioiis, except when there i.s money in the treasury- to pay them. And every
such order or warrant so made and ordered, when there is not money in the treasury
sufficient to pay it, should be declared utterly null and void, and all persons concur-
ring in making or issuing them be declared guilty of a misdemeanor in oEEce, and pun-
ishable for such, as provided by law.

To this urgeut and respectful a])peal no response whatever was made.
(See deposition of E, Barksdale, page 453.)

The ruinous etfects of such a system of misgovernment upon the real

estate and property which is subject to it is to be found in the testimony
of Shackleford, a republican ex judge, at p. 1528.

AVERAGE VALUE OF LANDS.

Q. Vrhat is the average value of the lands in that county?—A. Well, sir, if you put
these lands up for sale at forced sale, they will not bring more—that is, where you in-

clude woodland and cleared laud—probably than you can rent the cleared laud for in

a season. That is, you can get from seven to ten dollars an acre for the cleared land
alone in produce, and as they charge there. The land there generally will produce from
80 to 120 pounds of lint cotton to an acre. If you make forced sales, you can't get much
more for the fee; there is no capital; that is what is the matter. Rents are high, and
prices of land low when sold at auction.

Q. ])o yoTi kuow of a disposition to allow lands to be sold for taxes, a year ago, say
in Washington, perhaps in Issaquena, to ))reveut the money from being received by the
county treasurer and officials?—A. 1 do not think that had much of anything to do
with it, except th it they did not want to pay their taxes. There was just a general
disinclination to pay taxes all over the State ; nobody wanted to pay ; the taxes were
so high, it was cheaper to forfeit and redeem afterward than it was to pay. I have
been told so by some, and suppose it true.

Q. Explain that, if you please.—A. If you pay your taxes here to-day, you part with
your money, which is worth so much to you a month interest, but the State takes the
land, and yon hold it and occupy it, and at the exjiiratiou of one or two years you go
back and redeem it, without any damage placed upon it.

So that not only is all immigration prevented, but the possibility of

obtaining loans of money upon real estate for the purpose of improve-
ment is destroyed.
The system of public schools seems to have been liberally maintained

chiefly for the advancement of the blacks, but necessarily at the pecu-
niary cost of the whites, whose property mainly contributed from its

burdens to sustain them. This, however, would not have been a sub-

ject of complaii't if there had been anything like equality of opportuni-

ties for the establishment of white schools, which were necessarily at

the cost of white people.

An instance of the gross inequality and injustice of the action of these

negro boards of supervisors and the insolence and overbearing conduct
of the members is to be found in the case in Issequena County. See
deposition of William A. Farrish, at p. 039.

Q. Who -vyere the persons who had appeared before him as supervisor, and what had
his conduct been toward them ?—A. I will state that I for one appeared before him
myself with a petition, signed by seventy odd citizens of the county, soliciting that a
gentleman named Woolfork be allowed to put a gate across the public road at his plan-
tation. The high water prevented his fencing his place at that time.

I went before the board and told them that I had a petition of this character, signed
by this many men, and desired to read the petition.

He ordered me, in the most x)eremptory manner, to take my seat. I said I appeared
as an attorney before that board, and that I thought I had a right, at least, to be heard,
and had a right to read this petition.

He says, "No, sir
;
you will not be heard; and, furthermore, if you don't take your

'^eat you will be fined for contempt of this board." He refused to even hear the petition

lead.

Q. Will you state the object of putting that gate across the road ?—A. Simply to

protect the plantation and save the man from putting some five or six miles of fence
aroutM:! his place, which could be doue by putting a gate across the public road; and
later in the season, when the water had gone down, he would be able to get his

rails out of the swamp and put up his fence.
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Q. Was it intended as a temporary relief to him only ?—A. Temporary only, and to

remain only for six months' time.

It is customary for the board of supervisors iu the river counties to do things of that

sort. It is done almost every day.

Another instance of his arrogant conduct as president of the board was when Mr. R.

M. Smitli, a very respected planter in the neighborhood, and a man of considerable

wealth, appeared before the board with a petition to have a white school or school-house

erected for the acconmiodatiou of the white children of the county, there being but one
white school in the county, and from ten to fifteen colored schools ; and yet the white

peoi)le pay ninety cents on every dollar of taxes paid for that purpose. He went before

the board for the purpose of getting this school established, and was, in the most inso-

lent manner, ordered to take his seat, and not allowed to open his mouth upon the sub
ject. Those are the two instances that occur to mo now. There were other similar in-

stances.

Q. Was any action taken upon that petition ?—A. No, sir.

Q. Was the petition refused ?—A. It was refused and laid over.

And the deposition of Mr. Miller, p. GGl.

The choice of registrars and judges of election was such us made
fair elections hopeless, as will be illustrated by the case of Warren
County, which we shall consider hereafter iu this report.

The legislature of tlie State under Governor Ames contained a large

majority of negroes, and was confessedly a venal body of men, in which
the dettnit of any measure of reform or the passage of any measure of

iniquity could cheaply be [>rocured by the use of money among the

members. See deposition of Judge Watson, p. 1008.

The legislatures have been composed to a large extent of ignorant and corrupt per-

sons; the people lost all confidence in the courts ; the juries were not fit to try the cases.

I have argued cases before juries, involving matters of account, when three-fourths of

the jury could not read, and were wholly ignorant of figures. Ignorant and stupid

negroes trj' important criminal cases, involving the life of men of position and property.

This is a great injustice to the State as well as to the accused. Tbey may be well-

meaning, but they have no capacity to do justice between the State awl the individual

;

no just appreciation of moral obligation ; no moral perceptions. This may be their

misfortune and not Hieir fault.

As to the relation of Governor Ames to the white people of the State

of Mississii)i)i, it is best described by his own language, at pages IG and
17 of the testimony, in which he says:

Q. When did you first go to Mississippi ?—A. I went there in 1867.

Q. In the Army, I believe ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. When were you elected Senator?—A. In 1870.

Q. Had you any intention to settle in Mississippi prior to your election ?—A. I will

say not long previous to that, and iiermit me to say that I found, when I was military

governor there, that there was a l)lack code existing, and that the negroes had no
rights whatever; that they were not permitted to exercise any of the rights of citizen-

ship. I had given them tlie protection they were entitled to under the Government of

the United States, and I believed tliat I could render them great service. I felt that /
had a miesion to perform in their interest, and I hesitatingly consented to represent them
and unite my fortune with theirs.

It will seem, therefore, by his own voluntary statement, that the lohite

people of Mississippi were not those whom he proposed to represent or

with whom he desired " to unite his fortunes."

The next question and tfie reply of Governor Ames may perhaps be

explanatory of his supposed " mission."

Q. You speak now in reference to the colored people of the State T—A. Yes, sir ; in

reference to the colored people of that State

—

they were in the majority.

On page 19, he says :

The question of how I can get money to live is the one question with me.

Perhaps this was always the case with Governor Ames while he re-

ied in Mississippi,

ie natural consequences of a government so organized had become
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apparent prior to the adjournment of the Ames legislature, which met
in January, 1875, and adjourned about the end of March following.
Incompetence, venalty, and misrule had borne their usual fruits. A
government that iuspired neither affection nor respect could necessarily
rely only upon coercion and intimidation as a last and vain resort. The
dissatisfaction and discontent of the people was not confined to the
democratic party, but extended everywhere and among men of all par-

ties.

The dissensions within the republican ranks were even more marked
than among their silent adversaries who had been totally deprived of
official position and control in public affairs. Between one division of
the republican party, led and represented by Governor Ames, and
another, represented by Senator Alcorn, the breach became deep and
widened daily. On either side individuals of that party arrayed them-
selves with their respective followers, and open and bitter denuncia-
tions, unsparing in their terms, were showered by each side upon the
other. The split was open, positive, and would seem to have been
irreconcilable. In his examination before the committee, Governor
Ames classes Senator Alcorn, Governor Powers, McKee, ex-member of
Congress, ex Senator Pease, IMorris, the attorney general. State Senator
Musgrove, Wells, M. C, and Chancellor Storrs, as among the opponents
to him and his administration. At page 22 he accuses Morris of having
used his olSce for corrupt purposes, Musgrove of insincerity and dis-

honesty, Storrs of being thoroughly" corrupt; at page 25 Pease of will-

ful falsehood and of being without ordinary intelligence. At page 26
murders are imputed to Senator Alcorn.
On the other hand, George E. Harris, the ex-attorney-general of the

State, in his letter to the President of the United States, dated the 24:th of
November, 1875, giving the reason for the democratic success in Missis-

sippi, declares that it was

—

Due to the imbecility aud base corruption of the State administration and a few ad-
herents.

(See letter, page —
.)

He charges Ames

—

With cold indifference and of contracting his views and narrowing bis circle of
friends to a few confidential advisers, who were a close corporation of mercenary men
who knew but little of the wants of the people of the State and cared less—men who
have no identity of interest or sympathy in common with the people of the State.

He charges him

—

With the desire to control the judiciary as well as the executive department of the
State; of resorting to the expediency of making appointments after vacation, and then
holding the appointments over them in terrorem until the next session of the legislature,

and if they did not please him in decrees, &c., he could withhold their names, (as he
did in one case,) thus making the judiciary of the State subservient to the executive,
in violation of the Constitution; and he actually removed Chancellor Dreman, as I

believe, because in a case of habeas corpus he refused bail to the governor's friend,

Morgan, [sheriff of Yazoo County,] on a charge of the murder of one Hilliard.

He charged him

—

With appointing men to judicial position who had never had a case in court, and
"were totally ignorant of the law and practice, and who do not know a plea in bar from
a demurrer.

Ex-Senator Eevels, colored, in his deposition, at page 1020, states

:

The great masses of the white people have abandoned their hostility to the General
Government and republican principles, aud to-day accept as a fact that all men are born
free and equal, and I believe are I'eady to guarantee to my people every right and priv-
ilege guaranteed to an American citizen. The bitterness aud hate created by the late
civil strife has, in my opinion, been obliterated in this State, except, perhaps, in some
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localities, and would have long since been entirely obliterated, were it not for some
unprincipled men who would keep alive the bitterness of the past and inculcate a
hatred between the races, in order that they may aggrandize themselves by of3Qce and
its emoluments to control my people, the eifect of which is to degrade them. As an
evidence that parfy-lines in this State have been obliterated, men were supported with-
out regard to their party affiliations, their birth, or their color by those who heretofore
have acted with the democratic party, bj- this course giving an evidence of their sin-
cerity that they have abandoned the political issues of the past, and were only desirous
of inaugurating an honest State government and restoring a mutual confidence between
the races. I give you my opinion, that had our State administration adhered to repub-
lican principles and stood by tlie i>latform upon which it was elected, the State to-day
would have been on the highway of prosperity. Peace would have prevailed within
her borders, and the republican jiarty would have embraced within its folds thousands
of the best and purest citizens of which Mississippi can boast, and the election just
passed would have been a republican victory of not less than eighty to a hundred thou-
sand majority ; but the dishonest course which has been pursued has forced into silence

and retirement nearly all of the leading republicans who organized and have hereto-
fore led the party to victory. -A few who have been bold enough to stand by republi-
can princii)les and condemn dishonesty, corruption, and incompetency, have been sup-
ported and elected by overwhelming majorities. If the State administration had
adhered to rt publican principles, advanced patriotic measures, appointed only honest
and competent men to office, and sought to restore confidence between the races, blood-
shed would have been unknown, peace would have prevailed, Federal interference
been nnthought of; harmony, friendship, and mutual confidence would have taken the
place of the bayonet.

I. H. Estell, a reijublican, states, at page 325

:

The moderate republicans, and a number of the wing to which I belong, have op-

posed and voted against the nominees of GoverTior Ames.
Q. State your reason for not sustaining Ames.—A. Because we believed his policy,

his non-ctlVctivoness, his associations with corrupt men, had brought the republican
party into disrejmte here.

Q. Do you know whether as a fact—as a public fact—whether Governor Ames's
course tended to bring about a good feeling among the races, or to array them against

each other?—A. I do not know, sir, that the races have actually, with the single ex-

ception of these riots, been directly arrayed against each other here, but I do not
believe that tlit^ actions of Governor Ames, and the men with whom he was most inti-

mate, such as the editor of the Pilot, Warner, French, Sullivan, and others—that his

association with them has not ieiuhd to produce concord anioiuj the races. On the con-

trary, I think that their nrlfixh purpoacH have done a great deal to produce a hadfeelivg,

which the moderate and best republicans have endeavored in vain to counteract.

Governor Ames's prostitution of his office and bargaining with ap-

pointees is shown by Judge Watson, at page as follows :

Senator Alcorn flatly contradicts Governor Ames's account of the

Friar's Point riot, in which Mr. Alcorn was one of the chief parties,

(see deposition at jiage 67,) and expresses his want of confideufce in

Ames's administration.

See also letter ot II. C. Carter, page 1083; also speech of G. Wiley
\\ ells, (see his S})eech, reported by Senator Keveis, at ])age 101 7,) in which
he quotes Ames's remarks that "the blood of twenty-five negroes would
be a good thing for the republican party."

With such a division of feeling in regard to men and measures in

the re])ublican party in Mississippi, with universal discontent among
all classes of the ])eoi)le in regard to the condition of the State and its

administration, they ai)i»roached the canvass of 1875. Governer Ames
was charged by Harris (see same letter before quoted) with using his

power as executive of the State for the purpose of securing his election

to the United States Senate, and there seems to be no doubt that such
was the fact. As he, himself, has stated, he had "united his fortune

with the colored people of the State, whom he believed to be in a
majority." He was unlearned in law or the spirit of civil rule. Military

niethods and rigor were his only conception of government. He seemed
greedy of political power without comprehending its resi>onsibili(ies.

He did not lesseiihisdeticiencies by associating with men more learned

n civil rule than himself, but, avoiding men of intelligence and character
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in the State, siirroanded himself with obsequious and inferior associates.

The characteristics and tastes of the people among: whom he had gone
as a stranger, and yet to be their ruler, he never studied nor cared to
comprehend, nor to have understood the gentle wisdom of Fletcher
of Saltoun—"That if a man were permitted to make all the ballads,

he need not care who should make the laws of a people." He
never gained their respect; but, by his self-seeking, his self-pro-

motion to power and place, and his use of public power for his per-
sonal ends, he entirely lost whatever he might have had of their re-

spect. Thus, losing public respect, he lost public confidence, and instead
of seeking by conciliation and metiiods of justice to regain it, he re-

solved to defy those who withheld it. The end of all his methods was
simply force—the bayonet; that last and most cruel test of military
fidelity, when the American soldier is called upon to use his arms
against the American citizen. When he found the political knot was
complicated, he vset aside methods of reason and used the sword to cut
it, because he was devoid of the skill or patience to untie it. Violence
was the necessary end of such a rule as he conceived and sought to put
in practice. The just end of government is the happiness of the people to
be governed, and measures to promote popular happiness and content are
the first and chiefdutiesof a ruler. It would be a farce to term such a
governmeu t as he conducted in tlie spring of 1875 a free government, either
for the white or forthe black people. The colored population were as thor-
oughly enslaved to his will and to the handful of politicians whom he set

over them, as they ever could have been in the hands of their former pri-

vate owners. In his testimony at page 15, citing his last message to the
legislature, he says he regards the whole affair as a race-issue, in

.which he avowedly intended to take sides with the black race against
the white, and to use all his power, personal, political, and ofiticial, in

their behalf. Thus, in the first year of his administration, in the fall

of 1874, in the case of a contest for the office of sheriff at Vicksburgh,
in Warren County, he forced Flanagan, the white occupant, out of
his seat by a company of United States troops, which he had de-
manded to be sent to him for that purpose from New Orleans.

PREPARATION BY AMES TO CARRY THE ELECTION BY FORCE.
In 1875, when it became apparent that the democratic party was dis-

posed to combine itself with all the elements of opposition to his adminis-
tration and make a strenuous effort to gain control of the State, Governor
Ames made his first preparation in the legislature for its defeat by the
passage of a law known as the " Gatling-gun bill." This is described
in the testimony of E. Barksdale, page —

:

Q. You spoke of the "Gatling-gun bill;" what was that?—A. I have, I think, a
synopsis of the bill.

"Section 3 of the bill empowered the commander-in-chief to organize, from the en-
rolled militia, two regiments of ten companies each, and to purchase four or more Gat-
ling guns, and organize a corps of select officers and men from the infantry to send
"with the said guns."
That was passed by the legislature which assembled on the Ist January, 1875. The

date is not given,

Q. It was passed the spring before the election?—A. Yea, sir; it was called the
"Gatling-gun bill," becaiise the purchase of four Gatling guns was authorized, and
they were regarded as weapons of verj' terrible destructive qualities. The appropria-
tion for carrying out the purpose of the Gatling-guu bill was $60,000. Of this, $5,000
were authorized to be expended for military supplies and munitions of war.

The next was his application to the Secretary of War at Washington
for the State's quotum of arms. (See testimony, page— , and the ac-

S. Eep. 527 iv



L ALLEGED FRAUDS IN THE

companying papers aud applications of A. G. Packer, adjutant^general,

orgauizing the State militia for active duty.)

A. While mattei's were in a coudition of profound peace here, though these causes of

discontent existed to which I have referred, and which are stated in the tax-payers'

memorial, aud in the resolutions of the republican club here in the city of Jackson,
Governor Ames, after the passage of the law which was known as the " Gatling-gnn
bill," as if preparing for w-ar here, addressed a letter to the Secretary of War, inquiring

about Mississippi's quota of arms. A copy of that letter I have here:

" May 25, 1875.

"Sir: By direction of his excellency A. Ames, governor of Mississippi, I have the
honor to apply to you for the statement of arms and other military property issued to

this State since 1860, under act of Congress April 23, 1808, and the acts amendatory
thereto.

" A communication from the Ordnance Office, Washington, D. C, has been received, in

which the State of Mississippi is charged, under the provisions of an act approved
March 3, 1875, with thesum of |;170,167.31, and abalance due the United States is claimed
of $1,967.00.
"The records of this office do not show the amounts of the apportionment for the

different years, and having no data to furnish, I respectfully ajiply to you to furnish it.

" Very respectfully, vour obedient servant,

"A. G. PACKER,
"Adjutant- General.

" The Hon. Seckktaky ok Wak,
"H'ashinyton, D. C"

That was a letter written on the 25th of May, 1875.

On the 2d of June, before the political canvass. Governor Ames addressed a letter to

General Beudt, chief of the Ordnance Department, as follows :

June 2, 1875.

"Sir: I have the honor to respectfully apply for a itricc-list of ordnance aud ordnance
stores as issued from your offict;; also a book of forms used iu the Department, if any
change has been made since the publication of the regulations, 1863.

" Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
"A. G. PACKER,

"Adjutant-General.

^<Brig. Gen. S. V. BknIct,
"Chief of Ordnance, Washington, D. C."

Q. What do you know of any military preparation made by Governor Ames early in

the canvass, aud prior to the occurrence of any of tlie-e disturbances ?—A. As I have
stated, and cited the letters showing, ho was making military preparations. Then I

have an order-book, issued from the head(iuarters State of Mi88issij)pi, adjutant-gen-

eral's otitice, Jackson, May 1, 1875, aniiounciug officers of the Mississippi State militia,

during the months of February, March, aud Ajiril, 1875.

"STAFF OF TIIK COMMANDKK-IN-CHIEF.

" Brig. Gen. Albert G. Packer, of Holmes County, adjutant-general. February 25,

1875.
" Lieut. Col. Omer S. Lee, of Holmes County, aid-de-camp. February 25, 1875."

A gentleman who has since proved a defaulter to a very large auiouut iu the county
of Holmes, aud has fled the State, and iiis whereabouts are not known.

"Lieut. Col. Jas. J. Spellnuiu, of Madison County, aid-de-camp. February 25, 1875.

"Fourth division.

, "Brig. Gen. Wm. Gray, of Washington County. February 25, 1875.

"General Brown, colonel First Regiment Infantry. February 25, 1875.
" Major-general State militia, Alexander Warner, of Madison County. February 26,

1875."

These gentlemen were all members of the republican party. That General Warner
was the chairman of the republican State executive committee.
Of these, Spellman, Gra> , and Brown were colored men ; no democrats auu)ng them.

After the Clinton riot Governor Ames proceeded to perfect the military organization

which had been ordered by law ; aud in the county of Hinds, under authority kuowu
as the " Gatling-guu bill," on the 23d of September, ho ordered one thousand Spring-
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field breech-loading muskets to be purchased, and directed to the adjutant-general of
this post. After the receipt of those arms they were issued to companies iu this county
of Hinds, as follows :

On the 2d of October, 80 guns, with accouterments, were issued to Capt. Chas. Cald-
well, (colored.)

On the 5th October, to the same person, 17 were issued.

On the 6th October, 47 issued to Capt. John W. Cleagan, (white.)
On the 7th, 80 stand of arms to Green Tapley, (colored,) with aniraunition.
On the 9th of October, 80 issued to Ed. L. Gillin, (colored,) with ammunition.
On the 9th of October, 1865, stand of arms issued to Geo. D. Nixon, (white,) with

ammunition.
On the 10th, 80 issued to W. C. Mosely, with ammunition.
On the 11th, 60 issued to Oliver Cromwell, (colored,) with ammunition.
That was in this county ; issued with accouterments, ammunition, &c., to five negro

companies in the county of Hinds, and two white companies.
Almost without exception the appointments were from the republican party. I do

not -think of an exception in the military appointments, and two-thirds of the com-
panies that were commissioned in the military service were taken from that party.
Probably half were commanded by colored officers.

The following is a full list of the appointments :

First Division.—Brig. Gen. William F. Simonton, of Lee County, March 4, 1875.
Second Division.—Brig. Gen. Marion Campbell, of De Soto County, March 4, 1875,
Third Division.—Brig. Gen. N. B. Bridges, of Oktibbeha County, March 4, 1875

Hinds County : Sanmel F. Steele, colonel First Regiment Infantry, March 10, 1875
Jasper County: Newton Knight, colonel First Regiment Infantry, March 17, 1875
Lotvndes County: W. A. Monroe, captain Columbia Light Artillery, March 17, 1875
Grenada County : C. P. Lincoln, colonel First Regiment Infantry, April 12, 1875; Mon
roe County : James W. Lee, colonel First Regiment Infantry, April 12, 1875.
By order of the commaudor-iu-chief

:

A. G. PACKER,
Adjutant-General.

Headquarters State of Mississippi,
Adjutant-General's Office,

Jackson, June 1, 1875.

[General Orders No. 3.]

The following-named officer has been appointed iu the Mississippi State militia dur-
ing the month of May, 1875.

Wilkinson County.—William H. Noble, colonel First Regiment Infantry.
By order of the commander-in-chief:

A. G. PACKER,
J djutan t-General.

Headquarters State op Mississippi,
Adjutant-General's Office,

Jackson, June, 1875.

[General Orders No. 5.]

The following-named officers have been appointed in the Mississippi State militia
during the month of June, 1875

:

Lowndes County.—M. A. Brownlee, captain Company A, First Regiment Infantry;
T. H. Smith, iirst lieutenant Company A, First Regiment Infantry ; D. P. Moody, sec-
ond lieutenant Company A, First Regiment Infantry.
The following resignation iu the Mississippi State militia has been accepted during

the same period

:

Grenada County.—June 17, 1875, First Regiment Infantry, C, P. Lincoln, colonel.
By order of the commander-in-chief:

A. G. PACKER,
Adjutant-General,

'
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Headquarters State of Mississippi,
Adjutant-General's Office,

Jackson, October 1, 1875.
[General Orders, No. 7.]

The followiutr-named officers have been appointed in the Mississippi State militia
during the months of Angust and September, 187,5:

Warren Connty.—William French, colonel Fourth Regiment Infantry, August 12, 187.5.

Fifth Division.—Brigadier-General William F. Fitzgerald, of Hinds County, Sep-
tember 15, 1875.

Fifth Division.—Staff of hrigadiei--gtneral.—John D. Beaird, assistant adjutant-
general, with rank of m; jor, Warren County, September 22, 1875 ; Wirt Johnson, assist-

ant surgeon-general, with rank of major. Hinds County, September 24, 187i>; William
R. Davol, assistant quartermaster-general, with rank of captain, Warren County, Sep-
tember 27, l'^75 ; John J. Rohrbacher, aidde-camp, with rank of captain. Hinds County,
September 27, 1875 ; Marion Smith, aid-de-camp, with rank of captain. Hinds County,
September 27, 1875.

Warren Counti/.—R. J. Temple, captain Company A, Second Regim nt Infantry, Sep-
tember 27, 1^*75.

Staff of major-general.—M. B. Sullivan, assistant adjutant-general, with rank of
colonel, Bolivar County, September 24, 1875; WMlliam H. Comptou, assistant surgeon-
general, with rank of lieutenant-colonel. Hinds Connty, September 24, le75.

Hinds County.—John W. Clingan, captain Company A, First Regiment Infantry, Sep-
tember 25, 1875; John C. Rietti, lirbt lieutenant Company A, First Regiment Inlautry,
September 25, 1875 ; Matt F. Ash, second lieutenant Company A, First Regiment Infan-
try, September 25,1875; Charles Caldwell, captain Company A, Second Regiment In-
fantry, September 25,1875; Eugene B. Welborn, first lieutenant Company A, Second
Regiment Infantry, September 25, 1875; Porter Kelly, second lieutenant Company A,
Second Regiment Infantry, September 25,1875; Green Tapley, captain Company B,
Second Regiment Infantry, September 2,5, 1875 ; Charles Morgan, first lieutenant Com-
pany B, Second Regiment Infantry, September 25, 1H75; John F. Duncan, second lieu-

tenant Company B, Second Regiment Infantry, Sept(Mnber 25, 1875; Nathaniel D. Sneed,
colonel Second Ri'giment Infantry, September 27, 1875.

Lafayette County.—Victor W. Thompson, colonel First Regiment Infantry, September
28, 1875.

First Division.—Staff of hrigadier-fjeneral.—John C. Heidelberg, assistant adjutant-
general, witli rank of major, Lee County, September iJO, 1875 ; Clinton C. .J<mes, assist-

ant (]nartermaster-general, with rank of captain, Lee County, September 80, 1875
;

Joseph M. Bynum, assistant surgeon-getieral, with rank of majoi, Alcorn Ccmnty, Sep-
tember :50, IH75 ; lieury M. G. Spencer, aid-de-catnp, with rank of captain, Lee County,
September :50, 1875 ; Green M. Maddox, aid-de-caini), with rank of captain, Tippah
County, Sei)teniber 30, 1875.

By order of the commander-in-chief.
A. G. PACKER,

Adjutant-General.

Headquarters, State oi- Mississippi,
Adjutant-General's Office,

Jackson, November 1, 1875.

[General Orders, No. P.]

The following-named officers have been appointed in the State militia during the
month of October, 1875.

Sixth Division.—Brigadier-General Harris P. Hurst, of Pike County, October 2,

1875.

Sixth DmsiON.

—

Staff of hrigadier-general.—James C. Lamkin, assistant adjutant-
general, with rank of major. Pike County, October 2, 1875; Frank Strong, assistant

surgeon-general, witli rank of major, Amite County, October 2, 1875; Charles P. Hos-
mer, aid-de-camp, with rank of captain, Pike County, October 2, 1875; Moses Jack-
son, assistant quartermaster-general, with rank of captain, Amite County, October 17,

1875.

Warren County.—Adam Bowie, captain Company A, Second Regiment Infantry,

October 5, 1875.

Hinds County.—William C. Mosely, captain Company D, Second Regiment Infan-

try, October 7, 1875 ; John W. Chase, first lieutenant Company D, Second Regiment In-

fantry, Oetol)er 7, lri75; William Williams, second lieutenant Company D, Second
Regiment Infantry, October 7, 1875 ; E. L. Gilliam, captain Company E, S;'Cond Reg-
iment Infantry, October 7,1875; Thomas Stevens, first lieutenant Company E, Sec-
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ond Regiment Infantry, October 7, 1875 ; Robert Williams, second lieutenant Com-
pany E, Second Regiment Infantry, October 7, 1875; George D.Nixon, captain Com-
pany B, First Regiment Infantry, October 9, 1875; E. W. Part'u, first lieutenant Com-
pany B, First Regiment Infantry, October 9, 1875 : C. E. Marshall, second lieutenant
Company B, First Regiment Infantry, October 9, 1875 ; William Iverson, captain Com-
pany C, Second Regiment Infantry, October 11, 1875; Edgar Gordon, first lieutenant
Company C, Second Regiment Infantry, October 11, 1875; Oliver Cromwell, captain
Company F, Second Regiment Infantry, October 11, 1875; Virgil Clark, first lienten-
anii Company F, Second Regiment Infantry, October 11, 1875; Cornelius D. S. Parker,
second lieutenant Company F, Second Regiment Infantry, October 11, 1875.

De Soto County.—Albert D. Thompson, colonel First Regiment Infantry, October
11, 1875; Jefferson J. Evans, lieutenant-colonel First Regiment Infantry, October 11,

1875; Thomas A. Leon, major First Regiment Infantry, October 11, 1875; James F.
Pratt, adjutant, with rank of first lieutenant, First Regiment Infantry, October 11,

1875 ; Horace H. Hillman, captain Company A, First Regiment Infantry, October 11,

1875; Calvin S. Nesbit, first lieutenant Company A, First Regiment Infantry, October
11, 1875; Henry Odom, second lieutenant Company A, First Regiment Infantry, Octo-
ber 11, 1875; John W. Farmer, captain Company B, First Regiment Infantry, October
11, 1875; Thomas McCain, first lieutenant Company B, First Regiment Infantry, Oc-
tober 11, 1875; James McLaughlin, second lieutenant Company B, First Regiment In-
fantry, October 11, 1875; Henry Rogers, capfain Company C, First Regiment Infantry,
October 11, 1875 ; Jerry Powell, first lieutenant Company C, First Regiment Infantry,
October 11, 1875 ; Charles H. Knowlton, second lieutenant Company C, First Regiment
Infantry, October 11. 1875.

Yazoo County.—Albert T. Morgan, colonel First Regiment Infantry, October 11, 1875
;

First Regiment Mississippi Cavalry, Colonel Eugene H. McMichael, of Wilkinson
County, October 11, 1875; Lieutenant-Colonel John G. Mills, of Holmes County, Octo-
ber 17, 1875.

Amite County.—Charles P. Nelson, captain Company A, First Regiment Infantry, Oc-
tober 11, 1875; Henry J. Lilly, first lieutenant Company A, First Regiment Infantry,
October 17, 1875; T. N. Lafayette Anderson, second lieutenant Company A, First Regi-
ment Infantry, October 17, 1875.

The following appointments have been revoked daring the same period:
Warren County.—R. J. Temple, captain Company A, Second Regiment Infantry, Octo-

ber 5, 1875.

Hinds County.—Charles Caldwell, captain Company A, Second Regiment Infantry,
October 21, 1875; Eugene B. Welborn, first lieutenant Company A, Second Regiment
Infantry, October 21, 1875 ; Porter Kelley, second lieutenant Company A, Second Regi-
ment Infantry, October 21, 1875.

By order of the commander-in-chief.
A. G. PACKER,

Adjutant-General.

The State militia having been thus organized preparatory for the cam-
paign, and the officials being among the most notorious and unscrupu-
lous partisans, black and white, of the State administration, great alarm
was created among the white population. The negro companies, offi-

cered by negroes, largely predominated, and threats were freely made
by their orators that the slaughter of the whites would be completed
from the cradle up, if necessary for their success. (Speech of Brigadier
General Gray, reported in testimony of VV. A. Ferguson at page —

;

also testimony of Mr. Putnam, page — .)

As a consequence, rumors flew thick and fast. The preparation
of the gov^ernor and his arming of the negro militia were on every
tongue, and caused the deepest distress and apprehension among all

classes who sought to preserve the peace in the State and friendly
relations between the two races. That such rumors were exagger-
ated there can be no doubt, for it was the interest of the Ames
party and of the negroes to make proclamation of an organization
and power which they knew they did not possess. The effect was to
increase the insolence and insubordination of the blacks and intensify
the discontent and the apprehensions of the whites. The arms to be
furnished by Governor Ames were at the expense of the State, and the
whites were left to their private resources to obtain arms necessary, as
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they believed, for their self-defense. A feeling of excitement was engen-
dered that grew each day in force. Intimidation was thus openly pro-
posed, and proposed to men not likely to be intimidated and totally
misunderstood in their course by the men who were assuming to rule
them. Thus i^ seems that violence, bloodshed, and force, as the only
arbiter of the election, were first suggested in a time of profound peace
in the State of Mississippi, by Governor Ames and his political associ-

ates. (See page 334, deposition of Frank Johnston ', page 472, deposi-
tion of E. Barksdale.) The practice of carrying arms in Mississippi
among all classes is almost universal, and there were many witnesses
who appeared before the committee so equipped—one, Mr. Chisholm,
a leading republican of Kemper County, promptly producing his weapon
for the inspection of the committee, and the justices of the peace and
constables declaring that it was a part of their official costume.

It was testified by , at page — , that after the war the
desire to obtain arms among the negroes was almost universal, and that
the sales of weapons to them, especially of shot-guns, was very much
in excess of what it was to the whites.

Louis Hoffman sworn and examined, (p. 1315. See also Mr. Peale, p. 2199, and Mr.
Kichardsou, p. 1274.)

By the Chairman :

PERSONAL STATEMENT.
Question. Where do you reside ?—Answer. In Vicksburgh, Miss.
Q. How long have you resided there ?—A. Since ISoS.

Q. You are not a native of this country, I suppose T—A. No, sir.

Q. Of what place ?—A. Prussia.

Q. Wiiat is your business at Vicksburgh ?—A. I carry on a hardware and gun store.

Q. We wish to know about your sales of guns of various sorts, and pistols, in the
year lb75, in the months of June, .July, August, September, and October, as compared
with your sales of the same articles in the same mouths of the year 1874—whether
they were larger or smaller ?—A. Well, there have been some tire-arms sold, but I don't
think that the trade was very brisk. Of course there w.is a demand for arms, but in
good times before the war, in 1857 and I860, we did more business and sold more arms.

MOST ARMS SOLD TO NEGROES IN 18G4.

Q. What year since the war have you sold the most?—A. In 1864, when the freod-
men being allowed to carry lire-arms, there was not guns enough to be gotten this side
of New York City, just after the ending of the war.

Q. Since l'^70, what years have your sales been the largest?—A. That I could not
tell. There had been a little rush that summer—two years ago there had been a little

call for arms, but only in relation to a short period.

TRADE IN GUNS AND PISTOLS DULL.

Q. How was it last year ?—A. The trade had been generally dull for the last four
years. The only trade we had in tire-arms was shortly after the war, when all the ne-
groes bought guns. Every negro wanted to have a gun, and there was not gnus enough
to be gotten to supply them. Those sold last year would be only a few and would not
amount to anything.

Q. How about pistols?—A. Pistols, about the same amount. We sell pistols cou-
Btantly.

Q. In what yenr have you sold the largest quantities of pistols in the last four or

five years ?—A. If I had been notifit-d I could have brought my books along and could
have made a very correct Ktatcment, but it is very hard to state without them as to
how business is, esi)ecially in December, January, and February, when the people have
money. The eleci ion to which you no doubt have refereiue was in the summer months,
when persons don't usually have nmch money and do not buy many arms. It is usually
in the winter montlis tliat they buy arms nuistly. I almost believe 1 have sold more
in January, February, and March than all summer, for the reasou that the business
season is in December, January, and February.

NEGROKS HAVE ROUGHT TIIK MOST GUNS.

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. Since the close of the war have you sold more fire-arms to the negroes than you
have to the whites ?—A. The negroes have bought decidedly more guns because there
is a majority of them.
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Q. I wonld like to ask yoii what effect upon tbe public mind— the condition of public
feeling—bad these measures adopted by Governor Ames. I mean what effect had they
in suggesting the idea of violence to the public mind ?—A. His military operations
and preparations, marching and countermarching the troops, nlost of which were col-

ored—all of them were colored, I may saj'—had the effect of inducing the conserva-
tives and democrats, and others, who desired a change of administration for the causes
which were enumerated in the petition of the republican club of Jackson, and of the
tax-payers' convention to think that it was the determination to carry the election by
force or intimidation, and by military violence if necessary.

Q. Had not these threatened military expeditions to Yazoo and other counties th©
effect of alarming the white yjeople and democrats very much ?—A. They had the effect

of inducing them to believe that Governor Ames was endeavoring to carry the electioa
bj' military violence and force.

^otouly were the white people of Mississippi threatened with theorgan-
ization and use of the armed negro militia in the coming election, but the
armed forces of the Government of the United States were held in terror

over them for a like purpose. Mr. Warner, chairman of the republican
State executive committee, at page 968, states that, immediately upon the
holding of the republican State convention at Jackson, in September, 1875,
a resoution was adopted vesting him with an authority to appoint a com-
mittee, with himself as chairman, to visit Washington and call upon the
President for armed aid to the republican party in the ensuing canvass,,

which resolution, and the action of the com mittee under it, shows the char-

acter of the campaign which they intended should be waged in that State.
It may behere mentioned that the prevalent idea among the negroes and
the handful of whites who lead them in Mississippi, seems to be that the
Federal administration will at all times exert its armed authority for
the purpose of retaining them in ofl&ce ; and it was in the hopes of sucb
intervention that the application referred to was made, and which, as we
believe, has largely promoted and induced the complaints which led to

the constitution of this committee. The experience of prior elections had
been favorable to this belief. (See page 451 of testimony

:)

Q. Was it a fact, then, that the military arm of the Government was used in his

©lection in favor of one party f—A. Yes, sir; the tr.-r-.^s were sent to various parts of

the State at that time, and persons were arrested and thrown into prison ; and the
effect of the use of troops against men who were opposed to that party had very great
influence in controlling and determining the election.

Q. I would like to ask that fact, whether the Army of the United States has been
ased as a party agent in the affairs of Mississippi, and if it has been so felt by the party
to which you belong ?—A. Yes, sir ; it has been so felt, for it was felt in that election, and
the military commander was seen to go into a political organization and pledge his

enpport to its candidates ; and the troops were placed in various portions of the State
without-any ostensible cause other than their presence would have that effect.

The democratic-conservative party of Mississippi, in the platform
adopted at their State convention on the 3d of August, 1875, contained
the following propositions :

First. The recognition of civil and political equality of all men as established by the
Constitution of the United States and the amendments thereto.

Second. Favoring the education of all the children of the State in public schools, sus-

tained by adequate taxati(ju ; but opposition to extravagance or partisan aduiinistratioa
of said schools.

The thirteenth cordially invited the voters of all the people of both

races to unite vigorously with them in the aj)proaching canvass. (See
page — of testimony.) It was by this convention that the democratic
executive committee was organized, and J. Z. George appointed as
chairman.
Thus opened the campaign of 1875. It is in proof, by almost every

witness who was examined on the subject, that the negroes were organized
in clubs, having a QMfm military organization inevery county in the State.

Clubs, also, of white peoi^le were formed, and the parading and march-
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iug, with the use of flags, drams, juusic, canuou for salutes or the ex-
plosiou of aiiv^ils, (a rude substitute for cauuon,) became general through-
out the State.

Much of the alleged intimidation of the colored people by the white
population was claimed to be from causes like these, which could only-

have operated upon minds of the most childish character, and would be
ridiculed if i)roposod, with the same intent, in any part of the North-
ern States. This constitutional timidity of the colored poi)ulation was
frequently and gravely urged as entering into alleged violations of the
fifteenth amendment by white men, who fired off pistols in the air and
exploded anvils at nigbt on their return from meetings through the
country. At page 112, A. Parker, republican sheriff in Amite County,
testifies as follows:

Q. You may state whether or not these outrages had the effect of intimidating the
colored votfrs.—A. They certainly did, sir. I am satisfied that for a month before the
election there was not a week-day or a Sunday that colored people didn't come to my
residence or to the court-house, and tell me of these visits to their houses, and ask my
advice as to what they sliould do, and did I think they would be killed, and all such
inquiries as that. Of course I encouraged them all I could. I will state as my candid
opinion that there were no less than five hundred men who lay in the woods the
greater part of the night before the election. They would stand in line at the polls,
and drop asleep standing up, on account of not having had sleep the previous night.
These democratic clubs were organized into squads, and each of these squads had two
anvils. They would go to a little rising place in the road and put these anvils down,
and shoot them oft' ten or twelve times, and shoot their shot-guns, yell, and go on, and
stop a njjle perhaps farther on, and rejicat the same thing again. We could hear it in
every direction from town, and it sounded just like war-times. The colored people,
when these squads would be approaching them, shooting and yelling, would of course
imagine that they were going to kill them, and they would slip out and get iuto the
woods, and lay hid until morning. In the n)orning they came in one at a time, and
found out no one had been killed. This was done on the night before the election, and
finding out that nothing serious had been done, and that this was only a trick to
frighten them, they came up to the polls and voted, and we ])olled a larger vote than
we had polled before since the war, both democratic and republican.

Perhaps the best proof that can be offered of the real intent and
spirit with which the democratic and con.servative canvass was organ-
ized and conducted will be found in the telegraphic correspondence
between Mr. George, the chairman of the executive committee, and his

party associates throughout the State, who communicated with him
during the canvass, Tliis correspondence, although not referred to by
any witness nor in any way supposed to be connected with the subjects
to be inquired of by the committee, was, by the order of the committee,
and against the formal and recorded protest of the undersigned, made
public for the purpose of sustaining the charges of lawlessness and out-

rage against the democratic party of Mississii)pi. Mr. George had not
been made a witness; none of the parties who were his correspondents
bad been made witnesses; but the whole correspondence was seized
and produced in bulk before the committee, and is to be found on pages
380 to 420 of the testimony.

Let it be borne in mind that these communications were all supposed
by the writers to be confidential, and that their contents would never
be made jjublic.

It will be difficult for any mind, however prejudiced, to construe any
portion of this telegraphic correspondence so as to favor the suspicion
that lawlessness of any kind was looked to as an eknnent for the success
of the democratic party in that canvass. From first to last there is

nothing but what is creditable to Mr. George and his democratic cor-

respondents as honorable, |)eaceful, and law-abiding citizens. We do
not believe it will be possible to torture any of these dispatches iuto
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any othftr meaning'. The demonstration of General Ames in organizing
the negro militia, the openly-expressed intention and threat of bringing
Federal troops iuto the State to control the election, no doubt operated
to create a corresponding antagonism and bitterness, and suggested
that it should be met by force. The " race issues," which Governor
Ames has recognized, and upon one side of which he so promptly and
vigorously ranged himself with all his official powers, were undoubtedly
aggravated and intensified. Collisions were constantly threatened, and
yet few, remarkably few, under all the circumstances, occurred.

In endeavoring now to give a reliable account of the acts of violence
and bloodshed which were proven before the committee as having oc-

curred in Mississippi during the summer and autumn of 1S75, we deem
it hardly necessary to make expression of the intense and hearty repro-

bation which we, in common with all men who respect and value law
and order and humanity, necessarily felt, and now feel, upon every occa-

sion where violence and crime were committed. Stern repression and
prompt punishment are the just measures to be dealt out to all such
offenders, without respect to race, or color, or station in life, and for all

such criminals and transgressors we invoke due punishment at the
hands of those who are the representatives of the Government whose
laws need vindication. But while we propose in every proven case to

condemn the guilty, we do not propose to allow reasonable proof to be
replaced by reckless and malicious assertion or rumor ; nor do we pro-

pose to condemn a whole community upon the testimony of men, con-

fessedly without character, who live upon slanders and trade upon
abuse, instigated, as many of such characters were who appeared before

the committee, by a miserable faction, whose hope of prolonged plunder
and self-enrichment lies in keeping up a condition of public excitement
and fanning the prejudices and hatreds of illy-informed citizens of the
North against the white people of the South. We confidently believe

that when knowledge of the truth as it is, and sad though it may be in

many respects, of the state of affairs in Mississippi, shall possess the
minds of the people of the Northern States, the occupation of the mis-
erable class of slanderers to whom we have referred will be gone for-

ever.

It is for this reason that we sincerely deprecate such utterances as
those of the President of the United States, to which we have already
referred, and such also as are contained in the speech of the honorable
Senator from Indiana, [Mr. Morton,] and delivered in the Senate by
him when urging the adoption of the resolution by which this committee
"was authorized. No fact stated by that honorable Senator was upon his

personal knowledge, and the source from which be obtained his assumed
facts was disclosed by the deposition of Captain Fisher, to be found at
page 533.

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. Is not that a copy of Mr. Morton's speech that you have there ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Didn't you furnish these extracts to him ?—A. I furnished some of them.

SENATOR Morton's speech, and who helped to compile the extracts in it.

Q. I observe, in reply to a question put to you, first iu respect to the Clinton riot,

and next in regard to certain questions iu reference to the taxation of the State, that
you cousulted a pamphlet; have you it ?—A. Yes, sir. [Witness hands pamphlet to
Senator Bayard.]

Q. This i)urport8 to be a speech delivered by Mr. Morton in the United States Senate
in January, 1876.—A. Yes, sir.

Q. I suppose when you read the extract from the Raymond Gazette you obtained it

from that speech ?—A. Yes, sir.
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Q. And you looked for information in regard to the taxation of the State to the
statements in that speecli?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. You read your testimony from what you found there ?—A. I refreshed my recol-

lection on a few points from what I found there.

Q. Did you or did you not read from that speech when you gave your answer ?—A. I

did, sir.

Q. Did you or did you not read from that speech when you wore questioned in re-

gard to the proceedings of the Clinton riot, and the number of persons killed at that
time ?—A. No. sir ; I did not. I endeavored to find a paragraph taken from the For-

est Register, in which it stated the number killed at Clinton—the Forest Register is a
democratic paper—but I do not find the paragraph.

Q. Did you, as a matter of fact, make that political compilation in there from the
democratic press of Mississippi ?—A. I assisted in that compilation.

Q. Who assisted you?—A. Well, sir, there were extracts furnished by different gen-
tlemen.

Q. Name those parties.—A. Judge Alcorn assisted in a portion of the compilation.

Q. That is Mr. Robert J. Alcorn ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Where did you prepare them ? Where were you at that time ?—A. I was in this

city.

Q. Were they prepared in this city ?—A. O, yes, sir.

Q. To whom did you furnish them ?—A. Well, sir, they were furnished to Senator
Morton.

Q. At his request ?—A. I was requested to furnish to Senator Morton all the evidence
that I could obtain showing the character of the election and of the canvass in Missis-

sippi last fall. I told him that I should be very glad to do that, and that I might be
able to furnish some extracts showing the temper of the press, which he said he would
be very glad to receive. And I proceeded to do so; and a portion of what you see here
is the result of that labor.

Q. Did j'ou see him personally and furnish these to him at his request?—A. Yes, sir;

I did.

Thus it will be seen that, wliile being examined as a witness, Captain
Fisher based his replies upon the speech made by the honorable Sena-
tor; and yet he aDmits that he himself had furnished to the honorable
Senator the statements contained in that speech; that he had not per-

sonal knowledge himself, but that the speech was prepared in the city of

Washington from the newspai>er-clippings which he, Fisher, as the
editor of a partisan paper, had made from time to time in the State of

Mississippi. Thus, if Mr. Morton quotes Fisher and Fisher quotes Mor-
ton, the combined authority of the two can be no greater than that of

either, and either and both rest entirely upon mere hearsay and informa-

tion for the assertions which are dignified by the utterance of a Senator
in Congress.

RIOTS.

During the canvass that ])it^ceded the election of l!fovember 2, 1875,

there were four political disturbances ending in the loss of human life

and bloodshed, in regard to which much testimony has been taken by
the committee, and which hav^e mainly served as the basis for the whole-

sale accusations against the white people of Mississii>pi with which the
public i)ress and the ears of the northern peoi)lo have been industri-

ously filled.

I. A riot at Vicksburgh on the occasion of the celebration of the 5th
of July, (the 4th of July happening on Sunday;)

II. The riot of Yazoo City on the 1st of September;
III. The riot at Clinton on the 4th of September ; and
IV. Friar's Point on the 9th of October.
In regard to the Friar's Point riot, there is no testimony whatever ex-

cept what is contained in the statement of Governor Ames, at page 26,

and of Senator Alcorn, at l)age 07. Governor Ames charges Senator
Alcorn with being personally present and responsible for those occur-

rences. This he does upon the information of others, not having been
personally present; but Mr. Alcorn, who was personally present^ gives
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m full the history of his participation as a leader in that whole affair,

and divests it entirely of such political significance as is referred to in

the resolution appointing this committee.
He testifies that the diflicnlty originated in the party schism between

his adherents and those ot Governor Ames, in which the democratic
party, or, what is the same thing, the white people of Mississippi, had no
share. He states, at page 69, the cause of the riot, which was, his per-

sonal difference with John Brown, the negro sheriff, and the organiza-
tion by Brown of a large body of armed negroes, several hundred in

number, well armed and approaching the town of Friar's Point, threat-

ening to sack and burn it.

Mr. Alcorn organized a force, and, with his " double-barreled shot-gun,"
headed the defense. The negroes were dispersed at first by the forces

of Alcorn without loss of life or wounds on either side; but the murder
by the negroes of a respectable young white man, by the name of Scott,

who was innocently attending to his business and taking no part in the
trouble, led to a retaliation by the Alcorn party, and he sums up, at page
71, the result of the conflict

:

Two white men assas-iuated by the negroes, one other shot himself
accidentally, and nine colored men killed by the Alcorn party.

Deplorable and dreadful as the occurrence seems to have been, and
public as it was, and well known to Governor Ames, who has furnished
the committee with Brown's communications to him on the subject, (and
which are to be found at page 20 of the documentary evidence attached
to the testimony,) yet no action seems ever to have been taken by any
of the civil authorities of Mississippi to vindicate the law, and, so far as

the testimony of Senator Alcorn discloses, no member of the democratic
party was concerned in the transaction. Whatever may be the lawless

and dreadful character of this collision, it is proved beyond doubt to

have been disconnected with any trouble growing out of the democratic-
conservative organization of Mississippi. It should not be forgotten

that Senator Alcorn is a strenuous republican and ally of General
Grant's administration, and that the democratic party of Mississippi

have no mor& determined opponent.

VICKSBURGH.

The riot at Vicksburgh on the 5th of July is stated by every witness
who has been examined to have been entirely unpremeditated. The
colored people met at the court-house on the morning of that day for

the performance of patriotic exercises. Among the audience was Car-
doza, the negro superintendent of education, and who was also to have
been one of the speakers on that occasion. He was the editor and pro-

prietor of a newspaper published in Jackson, in which, it seems, he had
assailed Judge Cowan, a citizen of the county. Judge Cowan and Car-
doza met at the railway-station at Vicksburgh on the morning of the
5th. An altercation took place between them by reason of the scurri-

lous article by Cardoza, and a collision ensued. Cardoza was assisted

by a white man named Hill, and, with his aid, the attack of Cowan
was foiled and Cardoza got off in safety and reached the court house
and took his iilace in the meeting. A few young men, supposed to have
been friends of Cowan, followed him to renew the conflict, and finding

there Hill, who had interfered between them at the depot, an eucouuter
took place in which Hill was shot by some one unknown to any wit-

ness who testified.

The testimony discloses (see deposition of Embry, page 1310, and
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the deposition of Stith at page 1401) tliat but a single shot was fired

in the building, which resulted in the wounding of Hill, who has since
absconded from the State. After the shooting of Hill the meeting,
composed chiefly of colored people, scattered in great confusion.
Shots were fired over their heads, one of which struck an old colored
man who was on the sidewalk, not concerned in the meeting, and
caused his death. The indignation of the men who had sought Oardoza
continued

; search was made for him, but he was secreted in an upper
portion of the building and finally managed to escape unhurt. The
mayor of the town. Dr. Leary, appeared promptly on the scene and
soon brought everything to order. The riot had its origin in the per-

sonal encounter between Judge Cowan and Cardoza, had no feature of
political intent, and the loss of life was confined to the old colored man,
who was shot accidentally by some unknown person. The white person
who was wounded in the court-house was proven to be a very dis-

reputable man, and was either a bar-keeper or the partner of a negro who
kept a low drinking-house, (p. 1428.) He having absconded, no proceed-
ings have been taken against the i)erson who shot him, nor is it known
whether his wound is dangerous or not. The disturbance of this inno-

cent and peaceable assembly was undoubtedly outrageous, and deserves
the greatest reprobation ; but it is impossible to believe that it was in

any way or degree connected with party politics. It was a gross breach
of the peace, which should have been promptly arrested, as it was, and
severely punished by the civil authorities, as it was not.

YAZOO.

The aflray at Yazoo City took place at a club-meeting of the repub-
lican party held at Bedwell's hall on the 1st of September, 1875, to
which members of all parties were invited. The speaker was A. T. Mor-
gan, the sheriff, and a candidate for re-election, who says:

There were present, perhaps, half a dozen white republicans and fifty colored, and
perhaps half a dozen or more democrats.

An altercation took place, growing out of some remark of the speaker
which was rudely contradicted by some one in the audience

;
pistols

were drawn and tired, and the hall was soon emptied ; the result of the
melee being the killing of Mr. B. K. Mitchell, a white man, and the
wounding of Foote, a colored man. (See testimony of Foote, at page
1664.)

This was the beginning and the end of the riot in the hall; but the
condition of feeling which probably gave rise to the riot did not end
with that affray. Yazoo County contained an overwhelming majority
of colored people. Its government—^judges, clerks, sheriti", supervisors,

justices of the peace, constables, juries, grand and i)etit, prosecuting
officers—all were in the hands of the republican party. Mr. Morgan,
who was one of the chief actors on this occasion, was the autocrat of

his party in that county. He held the oflice of sheriff at one time, and
was a candidate for re-election. He appeared in Washington before

the committee to assail his i)olitical opponents in Mississippi. Mr.
Morgan lias been in Washington em})loyed,as he says, as a claim-agent
for several months. He was in communication with the majority of

the committee for weeks prior to their departure for Mississippi. His
testimony could readily have been then taken, and some oi)i)ortunity

thus afiorded for calling witnesses in reply, but he was withheld until

the return of the committee to Washington, and examined at the very
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close of their sessions. He stated, at page 1729, that he went to Mis-
sissippi at the close of the war, rented lands, and commenced planting,
but from various causes failed and was sold out, and became insolvent.
That he was received with the greatest possible kindness on every
hand upon his first coming, but soon lost his popularity with the white
people, to whom he became exceedingly obnoxious. He omitted to
inform the committee that he had married a colored woman, which
fact was stated by Dixon and Foote, colored witnesses, and his political

associates, at page 16S2--3. Upon his failure in business he immediately
embarked in politics, and has thoroughly controlled the county ever
since. Attorney-General Harris, in theletter hereinbefore cited, classes
him among the disreputable associates of Governor Ames, and says that,

when a State senator, he offered to sell his vote for $2,000 ; that Ray-
mond, the State printer, refused to pay it, saying that he had already
paid him $900, and that was enough for that vote. Morgan was also

chairman of the late republican State convention. The marriage, to

which we have alkided, and his evil repute, encouraged a political asso-

ciate named Hilliard, and a former sheriff", to run against him for the
nomination of sheriff. The convention nominated Morgan ; but Hil-

liard bolted and ran for the office, calling to his aid whatever opposition
he could muster. At the end of the election in 1874, Hilliard, being in

office, refused to give it up to Morgan, except upon terms to which Mor-
gan refused to accede, and claimed that Morgan had not qualified ac-

cording to law. Morgan proposed to take possession of the office by
force of arms, and did so, and killed Hilliard, who resisted him, and with
his party friends shot other adherents of Hilliard. This riot, occurring
at the court-house, involved none but members of the republican party.

(See deposition of Foote, page 1667.) Those who were killed and those
who killed them were alike republicans. No democrat was concerned
in it ; but the friends of the murdered man caused the arrest of Morgan,
who was committed without bail, waiving any hearing before the com-
mitting magistrate. He immediately, however, sued out a writ of
habeas corpus before Chancellor Dreman, who, after a hearing of five

days, refused to discharge him on bail, and recommitted him to prison.

Morgan was then, at his own request, removed to the penitentiary at
Jackson. He was, as his correspondence with Governor Ames shows,
(see pages 102 and 103 of the documentary evidence,) on terms of close

personal and political intimacy with Ames, and, according to the letter

of Harris, the attorney-general, Ames removed Dreman because he
refused to bail his friend Morgan, and appointed Walton chancellor in

place of Dreman, who thereupon proceeded to hear the application of
Morgan for a discharge, and discharged him on a recognizance of $5,000.
Morgan re-appeared in Yazoo City, obtained possession of his office, and
having political control of the county, no indictment was found against
him or any of his friends for the murder of Hilliard or the shooting of
Hilliard's friends, until the county passed into democratic hands by
the result of the election of 1875, when an indictment for murder was
found against him by a grand jury, from which indictment he is today
a fugitive in the city of Washington, and appears as a witness before
the committee of the Senate to assail the community whose laws he has
outraged. That Morgan killed Hilliard must have been found by Chan-
cellor Dreman when he refused, after a hearing of five days, to dis-

charge him on bail, and the testimony of Foote (see page 1667) testifies

to the same fact.

I went toward the sherift's office to get my rubbers—it was raining—and when I

went to the door I was met there by a brother of Colonel Morgan's, with a pistol pre-
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sented, and he told me not to come in there or he wonld shoot me ; and behind me
was another man that Morgan had appointed as a deputy, and he had a pistol behind
my head, and told uie if 1 went in there he would shoot me. I stepped back and took
my pistol out, and he went back into the room in a hurry, and I told him I would
shoot him before dark ; that was the mau that drew the pistol on me.

Colouel Morgan was not there at that time; but we went up to Colonel Hilliard's

house and told him of it, and he went down to Judge Hudson's office and consulted
him in regard to what steps to take. He gave him some legal advice. He then got a
crowd of men from among the old citizens there, none of them armed, and went down
to the court-house ; and when he went in the door Colonel Morgan went along behind
him, and Colonel Morgan stopped in the front there and Colouel Hilliard went into his

offif'P- niid as he opened the door they commenced firing on him in the office.

Q, On whom?—A. Colonel Hilliard.

i^. Who ?—A. Frank Stewart, Will Morgan, and some others fired on him as he en-

tered the door.

Q. Was Colonel Morgan firing on him, too?—A. No, sir ; he was then standing in

the door ; he never attempted to shoot ; but when I saw them shooting at Colonel Hill-

iard I then took my pistol and shot the man that first shot at Colonel Hilliard, and he
fell on the floor ; and then Colonel Hilliard came out running in a stooping manner,
and when he got to the door Colonel Morgan fired at him, just as he got closeter than
I am to that gentlemau. He was stooping down, and the ball struck him on the back
I)art of his head ; the locomotion just stopped right there.

Q. You mean killed bim at once; killed iiim in his tracks?—A. Yes, sir; and. then I

shot at Colonel Morgan in the door, and there was a fight

Q. And did you hit him ?—A. No, sir, I didn't hit him ; and the other people, all his

friends and all my friends, we took a general shoot at each other in the hall ; it was a
family fight.

Q. How many were wounded in that fight besides those you have mentioned ?—A.
Hilliard was killed and I was wounded. I got shot in the arm.

Q. Who was that man you .shot ?—A. Frank Stewart.

Q. Did you hit Morgan wlien you fired at bim ?—No, sir.

Q. Anybody else Innt in that nuhr^—A. None to my knowledge; I don't think that
there was anybody else only Hilliard and me.

Q. How many were concerned in that tight all around?—A. I suppose Colouel Mor-
gan bad about fifteen or twenty men there armed.

Q. All his party friends ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. It was a republican (jnarrel from beginning to end ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. When was that ?—A. That was on the Hth day of January, 1874, I believe.

How far tlie condition of fooling which lotl to the riot iu Yazoo City
on the 1st of Soptoniber, 1875, had been bionght about by the hiwless

a<;tion and defiance of all order by Morfjaii himself and his jiolitical as-

sociates is not easy to determine ; but that he was himself a gross trans-

gressor there can be no manner of doubt, and that such a man would
never be permitted to obtain or retain office iu the Northern States we
believe to be equally true. The weight of the testimoney of such a wit-

ness we submit to just public consideration.

ClINTON.

Tlie Clinton riot was productive of more i)ublic excitement than the
three other riots which we have described. It has been the subject of

more exaggerated statement than all the other three combined, and the

facts atten(ling it can now be stated with a reasonable degree of cer-

tainty. A political mooting, at which a l)arbecue was to be had, was
called at Clinton, a village on the Vicksburgh Kailroad, about twelve
mil< s west of Jackson, the capital of the State. To give celebrity to the
occasion, Governor Ames and otlier leadijig members of his party were
announced to be speakers, ami by an arrangement democratic speakers
were also invito*!, and a ])orti()M of the time for discussion allotted to

each. It wae^ intended to be a grand demonstration on tiie i)art of the

republicans, who attended in lai'ge numbers, estimated at from eighteen
bundled to twenty five hundred, of whom upward of twelve hundred
wore )nen. The whites were a mere handtul, by the best informed wit-

nesses supposed to be from sixty to seventy-five, republicans and demo-
crats.
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The number of white men who participated in the fight that ensued
was probably from ten to fifteen. The parade of the republicans, com-
posed wholly of colored men, was unusually large and carefully arranged.
Eight hundred and tiinety mounted colored men were counted by Cap-
tain Montgomery in the procession, (see his testimony, page 543,)

NUMBER OF WHITES AT CLINTOX MEETING.

Q. How many wliite peojile do you suppose were present at the Clinton meeting ; at
the original meeting!—A. At the barbecue?

Q. At the barbecue.—A. I think not over twenty-five or thirty ; thirty at the out-
side.

NUMBER OF COLORED PEOPLE AT CLINTON MEETING.

Q. How many colored people ?—A. I counted 800 men in line, cavalry.

Q. Besides that, how many ?—A. Besides tliat there were, I reckon, 400 or 500 on
foot, besides women and children. I don't know, but I reckon there was a crowd of
two or three thousand altogether.

Q. You went up to be one of the sjteakers, but did not speak?—A. Yes, sir; I did
not speak.

Q. You were entirely unarmed ?—A. Entirely so.

while companies on foot to the number of many hundred were counted
by the same witness. Many, perhaps the majority, of these men on
foot and horseback were armed, and this procession so formed moved
out of its necessary line of March to the place of barbecue, and })araded

through the town of Clinton. The place of speaking was on a hill just

outside of the town and near the rail way- station. The speaking was
commenced by Judge Johnston, a democrat, in a very temperate and
conciliatory speech, as described by every witness who was examined.
He \vas followed by Captain Fisher, a republican ;

and during the
remarks of Fisher, a collision took place between a young white man
and a colored man, about one hundred yards from the speaker's stand.

Comments had been made upon Fisher's remarks, and rude contradic-

tions of their truth by one young white man named Xeal, from the town
of Raymond, standing in a group of two or three of his companions not
many feet from the speaker's stand 5 but Captain Fisher in his testi-

mony, (see page 53G,)

Q. Was your speech interrupted by the shooting or disturbance that occurred, or

were you interrupted by remarks made ?—A. I do not know that any remarks were
made to me ; if there were I did not hear them.

Q. We have had a great deal of testimony about the Clinton affair, and the witnesses
were not certain, when you were speaking, whether you heard these iaterruptions

noticed by men standing by, and I thought I would ask you whether you heard them
or not.—A. I heard, subsequently to the riot, when I got home, that such expressions

had been made in regard to portions of my speech, or as having reference to myself;
but I did not hear them, and if I had heard them I should not likely have paid any
attention to them.

distinctly says that he did not hear these remarks, nor was his

speech interrupted by anything that was said in the crowd, but
that the interruption to his speecli arose from the atfray between
the white and the colored men to which we have referred 5 that the

white man in question had a bottle of whislcy from which he had been
drinking, and which uo doubt was the proximate cause of the affray

that then took place. Immediately upon tbe coUision between these

two a pistol-shot was heard, and there is conflict of testimony as to the

person who fired it. It was immediately followed by a general dis-

charge of firearms, and in the mel^e, which caused intense confusion,

two colored men were killed on the spot and four or five were wouuded.
The negroes were rallied and commenced pursuit of the whites, who, in

a group numbering about eleven men, retreated from the field.

Martin Sivley and Thompson, white men, were overtaken, killed, and
their bodies mutilated. Thompson was found in the public road, nearly
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a mile from the scene of action, shot through the head. Charles Chil-
ton was killed in his own yard, and, as it appears by the testimony
of Captain Montgomery, (page 543,)

ABOUT THE WHITE MEN KILLED.

Q. Did you kuow any of them ?—A. No, sir ; I did not know any of them.
Q. Black men or white men ?—A. They were l>lack men that I saw there—^just lying

there, and we afterward found the body of Mr. Sivley and Mr. Thompson and 'Mr.
Chilton. Mr. Chilton was shot right near his house—the very man I had taken dinner
with, and there was not a more quiet, iuofteusive man in our county. It was Charles
Chilton, the brother of John Chilton, who had before that been an active republican,
and a leading republican of the native Mississippiaus of our county; and at that riot

he threw up the sponge; he said he had given .vilOO in money and in beef, and the
heart's best blood of his brother that day, and he was done.

Q. By whom was his brother killed?—A. By the negroes.

Q. How far from the original scene of the riot?—A. Right at his own gate he was
shot ; that was 100 yards, I suppose.

Q. Was he in the affray ?—A. No, sir. There was such a stampede and rush that the
negro men were riding and running over their women and childreu ; and there was
such confusion and hallooing that he ran out to hi.s gate. He carried his gun with
him, thougli, which was very natural ; and he handed his gun to a negro boy standing
by him, and said, "Take this." Now, that is the way the tiling was told me. He was
standing there helping the women and the children into his yard to get them out of the
way of the stampede and of the horses, and as he turned his back some of the men in
the road tired and shot him.
After Hnding that there was no armed body on the top of the hill, and several men

from the town began to assemble—but before that time the negroes had gone off in

companies, and they seemed to be assembling, and I thought we had better make for
the depot and get possession <jf that, and send for assistance to some otlier point to
help us—for I thought it was very likely that there were not white men enough there
to hold the town against the negroes should they be disposed to attack it—which we
did.

was endeavoring to let the black women and children into his yard to

escape tlie priss of the crowd behind them when he was shot. Cap-
tain White was sh6t, stabbed, and left for dead. Kice, Wells, Whar-
ton, and Robinson, white men, were all wounded, with others whose
names are not obtainable.

Tlie excitement of the scene and consequent confusion created the
wildest and most variant rumors. Tlie negroes were reported as mass-
ing at a short distance from the town, proposing to attack and destroy it.

Their declarations and cries during the contlict had been of an alarm-
ing character, and spread great dismay among the citizens. Instantly
the telegraj)h was put in requisition, and bodies of men at Vicksburgh,
Jackson, and Edwards' Station hastily met together, armed with every
variety of weapon, and, taking the train, reached Clinton on the evening
of Saturday after the riot had occurred, and the negroes had left the town.
A hasty attempt at organization was made by the election of Capt.

William A. Montgomery to the command of this unorganized and hastily

collected force to the number of several hundred. Captain Montgomery
testifies (see page 545) that he immediately caused a mounted patrol,

led by him in person, to make a circuit of the town, and ascertain

whether any immediate attack from the negroes was to be apprehended.
He discovered no one, and no shot was given or returned between his

party and the colored men, nor was there any collision or disturbance

whatever. He returned to Clinton, where the white men had collected

under arms, and finding a want of subordination among them he resigned

his position as commander, because he would not take the responsibility

of preserving the peace without having the power to do so. This is

much to be regretted, for by the testimony of all witnesses who have
made any reference to Captain Montgomery, as well as by his own testi-

mony before the committee, he is evidently a man of high and cool

courage, of generosity and integrity of character.
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Tims left without a leader and deeply excited by the events of the day,
iofariated by the murder and mutilation of their white friends, mob-law
soon became triumphant amonj^ the whites collected at Clinton. The
white men killed are shown to have been estimable and popular citizens.

Chilton met his death while endeavoring to protect the colored women
and children, and had handed his gun to a colored man in his employ
at the time he received his death-wound. At page 543, Chilton is

proven to have sent provisions down to aid the colored people in their

barbecue. Martin Sively had no connection with the commencement
of the aftray. The number of wounded whites was unknown, and was
doubtless enormously exaggerated. As a consequence, the more violent

and lawless of the men v.'ho had collected under arms obtained the
ascendency. They visited the homes of the negroes in the vicinity of
Clinton who, they had been informed, had been connected with the
affray and the killing of their friends, and outrageously took the lives of
seven or eight of these men. It was a reign of terror and lynch-law
in that neighborhood from late on Saturday night until Sunday morn-
ing. After that time no distinctly-authenticated case of murder grow-
ing out of the Clinton riot was established before the committee.
The circumstances of the riot were carefully and diligently examined

by Mr. Frank Johnston, of the town of Jackson, together with Mr.
Chilton and Judge Cabinis, within a few days after the occurrence.
Diligent inquiry was instituted by these gentlemen, and a number of
affidavits from white and colored men, democrats and republicans, were
taken at the time and at the town of Clinton. Mr. Johnston was ex-

amined before the committee at great length, and appended these affi-

davits to his testimony. His cross-examination developed nothing in

contravention of the conclusions at which he had arrived in September,
1875. His deposition will be found at pages 329-378 of the testimony,
and the reliability of his statements is attested in the strongest terms
by all the republicans who have been examined in relation to this affair.

Judge Alderson says of Mr. Johnston, at page 301

:

By Mr. Camerox :

Q. If Mr. Frauk Johnston raaile a statement that he had made a thorough examiua"
tion, would you conclude that that was absolutely true, or merely that lie really be"
lieved that he had made a thorough examiuatiou ?—A. I would not conclude anything ;

but whatever Mr. Johnston would investigate and state upon his word of honor, that
I would give credit to. In short, I do not know a man for whose moral worth I have a
higher respect than I do for Frank Johnston's.

And his high character is equally attested by Judge Swanu, Mr. Es-
telle, and every republican witness who was examined in regard to the
Clinton transaction. His profession is that of a lawyer, and his resi-

dence within twelve miles of the scene of disaster. So that we feel justi-

fied in accepting the statement of facts and the conclusions of Mr.
Johnston as perfectly true and reliable. He is sustained in substance
by nearly every witness who was examined.

Capt. H. G. Fisher, who was the compiler of Mr. Morton's speech, and
was one of the speakers at the barbecue, stated his difficulty, even after

the most careful investigation, in ascertaining reliably the names of
more than four or five colored men who lost their lives on the occasion.

There seems to be no just reason to doubt that the collision was entirely

unpremeditated, certainly so on the part of the whites who were present,

as it would have been little less than madness for twenty-five or thirty

white men, not more than half of whom were armed, to have precipitated

a conflict against such overwhelming odds. (See Fisher's testimony,
pages 521 to 523.)

S. Rep. 527 v
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As an illustratioD of the absence of any auticipation of difficulty on
the part of the whites, we refer to the testimony of Captain Montgomery,
(page 541.) by which it appears that, having been asked to fill the ap-

pointment of another democrat who had intended to speak at Clinton,

he attended the meeting without even a i)0cket-knife upon his person
;

and that, taking the train from Edwards' Station to Clinton in company
with Harney, the colored sheriff of the county, he remarked in reply to

an observation of Harney that he was totally unarmed, but that he be-

lieved that of the posse of twenty-five colored men whom Harney had on
board, twenty-four would be found to have weapons upon their persons,

and upon an examination by Harney it was found to be true in the

case of more than two-thirds. (See page oil.)

It will be borne in mind that this affray occurring between a mere
handful of whites and a large and organized body of colored men who
were to meet in the presence of the governor of the State, their peculiar

and especial champion, who had, to use his own words, " united bis

fortune with theirs; " who held the entire executive power of the State;

was also in a political stronghold of the republican party which con-

trolled every peace otiicer ; that every means of repressing or punish-

ing disorder was in the hands of officials of that party ; that within

twelve miles was a force ol United States troops encamped for the al-

leged i)urpose of suj)jnessing riot. It seems impossible to believe that

such a collision could be brought on by the minority under such circum-

stances with a view to produce political effect. Such a view is irrecon-

cilable with any suggestion of human motives of which the undersigned
have liuy knowledge.

It may here be noted that Major Allyn, in command of the United
States troops stationed at Jackson, was at Clinton on the night of the

riot, (see p. 331,) and was in .Tackson during the sessions ofthe commit-
tee, in intercourse with the majority of the committee, but not examined
as a witness.

This, we believe, comprises a list of the public disorders prior to the

election in relation to which testimony has been taken by the committee.

There are other cases of homicide and violence, to which we shall here-

after refer. The murder of William P. Ilaffa, a white man, as detailed

by his wife at page 483, and by the testimony of Captain Montgomery
at page 547, occurred on the Gth of September.

This murder of Haffa seems to have been an atrocious crime, and two
important facts appear in the testimony of his widow and daughter, (see

pages 483-490,) one of which is the failure in public duty, which cost

Haffa his damages in a civil suit against two i>arties named Bush, who
had assaulted him—was that of Lake, a republican United States offi-

cial at Jackson, (see page 487;) and, secondly, that the names of the

persons who murdered her husband are well known and given, and that

she went to Governor An)es with her sad story.

Why, may it be asked, did not Governor Ames order the arrest and
trial oV one' or all of these murderers ? The only notice he seems to

have taken of Mrs. Haffa was a very moderate subscription—to the

more liberal one already made by Captain Montgomery, a democrat.

Mr. Haffa would not appear to have been altogether the blameless citi-

zen described (naturally) by his widow.
Capt. W. N. Montgomery testifies, at pages 547, 548, as follows:

ABOUT M«. HAl FA,

It was about tbat time that Haffa's death was reported.

Q. State what yon know about that.—A. I dou't liuow anything about it of my own
nuwledge. I knew Mr. llall'a.
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Q. Who was he?—A. He was a man that was from Cliicago, brought there by Dr.
Robinnett, for the purpose of working on his farm, some seven or eight years ago. I

got twenty at the same time myself.

Q. Twenty what ?—A. Twenty laborers from Chicago at the same time, white men
;

and, by the way, the last one of them ran off and stole all my mules, and I lost every cent
that I made. This man Haifa was one of them that Dr. Robinnett got. He worked
about three days with Dr. Robinnett, and then went to William Bush's and hired him-
self to a negro man who was renting from William Bush. After living there two or
three weeks, and doing a good deal of mischief, Mr. Bush and some others went over there
and took him out and gave him a flogging, and Bush was up before the United States
court, but the suit was dismissed. This floggiug placed Haifa in a position to get office

from the negroes, and at the next election he was elected to the legislature. He was
then a magistrate, and had been for several years teaching school there. I know noth-
ing about him except vvhat the neighbors there said. He was a very bad man, I judge,
from everything that was said about him.

Q. Do you know what his reputation among the blacks was ?—A. I received a dis-

patch inquiring for some one who could testify in regard to the Haifa case from here,
and the first man that I inquired about was a negro man living on my place, who
brought the dispatch from the telegraph-office to me—I live five or six miles out in the
country. I asked him if he knew anything about the killing of Mr. Haffa; and he
saye, " No, sir, I don't ; but he ought to have been killed long before he was." I said,
" Why ? I thought he was a good friend of yours." He says, " No, sir ; he done too
much stealing in this country, and he ought to have been killed long ago."

If this will be allowed as testimony, I will say what this negro told me about Haffa.
He says, " Well, sir, when he was elected magistrate he sent for all of us to come up
and get our mules that the Government was going to give to us, and he said that it

took $5 apiece to get the mules and pay the freight on the mules." And he said that
they gave him $5, about 200 of them, but that he did not give $5, as he did not have
it ; and at the time appointed to get the mules they came there, and Mr. Haffa said
that they had so many mules for the blacks down there, and they had such a great
long train of them, that in passing underneath a tunnel the whole thing caved in and
killed every mule, and they lost their $5.

I said, " You are surely mistaken
;
you are joking about that." He says, "Joking !

I am not joking ; I can get you a dozen men in five minutes that gave him $5." Well,
on inquiry, I found that his reputation was very bad among the negroes, although he
had been elected to office by them.
Q. Do you know anj'thiug of the circumstances of his death?—A. Nothing in the

world.
Q. Did you hear of it at the time ?—A. Yes, sir ; I heard of it ; and why it should be

done for political purposes—I have no idea that there were any political pnriioses or
object in the killing of Mr. Haffa, because he had many fallings-out with his neighbors :

he was a terrible man to fall out with his neighbors, and they had all sorts of difficul-

ties with him.
I have no idea that there was any politics in the killing of Haffa in the world. It

was not on account of any political differences of opinion that Haffa was killed.

Q. Had you any application from Mrs. Haffa for assistance?—A. I had; and paid
her $50 at Edwards' Depot. She came there and applied to me for assistance.

NEGROES ORGANIZED .AND MADE MANY DEMONSTRATIONS AND THREATS AFTER CLIN-
TON.

After this difficulty was over in Clinton the negroes organized in companies through-
out Hinds County, and made many demonstrations and threats to make an attack upon
the town and kill all the people ; sent in word that they were going to commence from
the cradle and go up. W^ell, sir, living in such a country as I do, it is well calculated
to arouse a man's fears, if he has got any. I live on a public road, myself and one
other white man, and there are seventy-six negro men on the road and only us two
white men ; and it is very reasonable that if they wanted to hurt us they could do so.

THE WHITES ORGANIZE TO PROTECT THEMSELVES AGAINST THE ENCROACHMENTS OF
THE BLACKS.

We organized ourselves into companies for protection then against these negroes,
into military companies. I was captain ; was elected to take command of five or six

of them, in different parts of the county. It was simply and purely for protection ; not
for any political purpose in the world, but to protect ourselves against the encroach-
ments of the blacks.

HELD TO MRS. HAFFA.

Q. Why was this application made to you by Mrs. Haffa?

—

A. As being in conmiaud
of this military company, I suppose she was sent to me by some one. She was inquir-
ing about where she could get assistanc3, and she was sent to me. She told me that

/



LXVIII ALLEGED FRAUDS IN THE

Haifa's fatlicr was a man of considerable wealth and influence, and tbat when she
could get home she would be cared for, and she wanted to get her familj' out of the
country ; and I handed her SfiO. Where she went I don't know, and I have never seen
her from that time to this, aud I never saw her before.

Q. Was that a gratuity of your owu to her, or did yon owe that money to her hus-
band ?—A. No, sir ; I never owed the money to anybody. After I handed her the
money some of the men there in the neighborhood went around and got up a subscrip-
tion.

This does not iu the least lessen the crime, but may have weight iu

assigniQf^ some other cause than political prejudice as the origin of his

murder.
The result of the Clioton riot and the affray at Yazoo City had the

eft'ect of aggravating the excitement and feeling between the two races.

Instead of causing the law to be respected by a prompt aud vigorous
use of its powers, it would not appear that Governor Ames and his

State administration took any of those steps which under a government
of laws a ruler should have taken to punish the offenders and prevent
the recurrence of wrong. We have not been able to ascertain that a

prosecution was ever ser. ou foot against any one connected with these

riots, or any attemjit whatever made to apprehend and punish any of

the wrong-doers. On the contrary, it would appear from the order-

book of Governor Ames, which was i)roduced before the committee (see

testimony of E, Barksdale, page 408,) that his favorite and only remedy

—

the bayonet—was looked to by Governor Ames. Ou the 24th of Sep-
tember a circular-letter was addressed by Ames to the republican sheriffs

of certain counties in the following words:
September 24.

Sir: I am directed by his excellency the governor to inquire if any militia organi-
zitions arc needed iu your county to assist the civil officers ?

Are there any throats from the opposition, that, in your judgment, will be carried

iuto effect ; and, if so, will it be possible to hold a quiet and peaceable election ?

It will be observed that this letter was not in response to any appli-

cation for aid, and had evidently not been preceded by reports from any
quarters of violence, either actual or apprehended. Governor Ames was
plainly seeking for information that would justify, or rather give him
the pretext for the use of armed militia. He inquires " (/'" there were
threats from the opposition, aud whether, in the opinion of his agents,

such threats would be carried into effect; and, " i/ so," whether a peace-

able election would be held. Nothing could more strongly show the

temper and intent of Governor Ames than this spontaneous, unsug-
gested solicitation of ojiinion from his partisan sheriffs, lor no such in-

quiry was directed to any but his political confidants.

The answers to these circulars do not appear, but the suggestion no
doubt was accepted and produced the desired results. The negroes
were thus informed that they were to receive armed protection, and that

they were to be armed themselves for political purposes.

In a speech made by the colored brigadier-general. Gray, when he re-

turned to Washington County after an interview with Governor Ames,
to which allusion has been made, the announcement was ])ublicly made
by him that Governor Ames was to give the colored militia arms to se-

cure the election ; and such no doubt was the information given iu other

parts of the State.

In pursuance of this policy of intimidation and violence we find on
the Gth and 7th of October special orders published by the adjutant-

general, which clearly explain themselves
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[Special Orders Xo. 10.]

October 6, 5.

Brigadier-General William F. Fitzgerald, fifth division Mississippi State Militia, will
order Captain W. C. Mosely's Company D, Second Regiment Infantry, Hinds Coauty
State Militia, stationed at Edwards's Depot, as soon as arms and ammunition are dis-

tributed to them, to report at Jackson, Miss.
By order of the commander-in-chief.

A. G. PACKER,
Adjutant-General.

[Special Orders No. T.]

October 7, 5.

Lieutenaut-Colouel (). L. Lee, aid-de-camp on the staff of the commander-in-chief, is

hereby ordered to proceed to New Orleans, La., to make any and all arrangements with
the N. O., Lt. L. & C. R. R. Co., for transportation of troops and supjdies of the Missis-
sippi State Militia.

By order of the commander-in-chief

:

A. G. PACKER,
Adjutant-General.

And also the following correspondence :

October 4.

Dear Sir: I am directed by his excellency the governor to inquire if it is possible
for us to obtain cars for transportation of (1300) three hundred men, and equipage for
200 more. The equipage will require a box-car. The time for using the train to be
fixed at a day within the next two weeks. Train to run from Jackson, Miss., to
Vaughan's Station, and to remain under orders until the men are returned to Jackson.

Very respectfully,

A. G. PACKER,
Adjutant-General.

E. D. Frost,
General Manager X. 0. A. L. ,^- C. R. R., New Orleans, La.

October 4.

Sir: Yours of the 3d ultimo received. General orders are issued for the militia of

the State to enter active service
;
your offer will receive due consideration.

Very respectfully,
A. G. PACKER,

Adjutant-General.

W. R. Stewart, Esq.,
Kirkwoud, 2/m.

October 1.

Sir : Can you furnish five thousand (5,000) rations of pork or bacon and bread, under
the authority granted by the Secretary of War, for the militia of this State ?

If possible, ship immediately to William Noonan, superintendent State penitentiary.

Verv respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. G. PACKER,

Adjutant-General.

To the CoMMLSSARY of Subsistexce,
Department of the Gulf, New Orleantt, La.

September 2.

Sir: I am diiected by his excellency the governor to transmit the inclosed dupli-

cate requisitions for ordnance and ordnance stores on the quota of the State of Missis-

sippi.

I have the honor to be, very respectfullv, your obedient servant,
A. G. PACKER.

Adjutant-General.
Brig. Gen. S. V. Ben^t,

Chief of Ordnance, Washington, D. C.
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September 27, '5.

D. Appleton «fc Co.,
Broadioay, New York, N. Y.

:

Af what price will you furnish one huadred copies Upton's Infantry Tactics, and ten
'66t8 of copies of the three different arms ? Answer.

A. G. PACKER,
Adjuta n t-General Mississippi.

September 27, '5.

Brig. Gen. S. "V. Bexet,
Chief of Ordnance, TCashingion, D. C:

Can you furnish fifteen hundred haversacks on our quota ? At what price ? Please
answer.

A. G. PACKER,
Adjutant-General Mississippi.

Can there be auy doubt of the object and intent of this correspond-
ence ?

These warlike preparations so made by the governor of the State were
not only known to the citizens, but created in the minds of the colored
population the belief that all the ])owers of the State were to be arrayed
in behalf of their political party, and brought upon the whites the
conviction that they were to be placed not only in great danger of
losing their political liberties, but also their lives and those of their

families. The condition of feeling created by such a belief cannot be
justly estimated and considered in the calm security of a committee-
room as in the seclusion of a country home where a planter resides, far

distant from any white neighbor, too far for the cry for help to reach
any friendly ear, and knows that he is surrounded and fearfully out-

numbered by men of a different and antagonized race, a race which
while possessing many amiable and placid virtues, is yet highly animal
in its organization, and, once becoming infuriated, will, as history has
but too frequently shown, be capable of brutal excesses which their

reasoning powers are entirely inadequate to control.

As a result of Ames's threatened organization and arming of the
black militia, the threats of the blacks multiplied. Their habit of meet-
ing was always at night, surrounded by the mystery of darkness, and
the refusal to allow white people to take part in their assemblies, p. 547 :

THE state militia.

Q. Was there apprehension in the minds of the white people in Mississippi, growing
out of the organization of the negro militia by Governor Ames ?—A. Yes, air; a very
grave apprehension. This militia was organized some time after the Clinton riot.

These companies that were at Clinton, that ran off from the scene of action, the most
conspicuous niiMubers of the Clinton riot, were taken to Jackson and were organized
into military companies by Governor Ames, and guns placed in their hands, and sent
back to their homes. They said they were afraid to go back ; but those who were
afraid to go back had taken a very active part in the riot, and in staying away they
induced others to stay, because they knew that if they should go in that capacity the
governor would be pretty apt to put them in military companies, and they would go
back home with their guns, drawing the pay of §16 a month, which was just as good as
they could do at work at home ; and of course quite a number of the most ruffianly
fellows were organized into this militia, and they came down to our place.

Q. Now, as a fact, in your county were the white companies that you speak of, such
as you commanded, organized subsequent to the negro organizations you have spoken
of?—A. Yes, sir; we never thought of organizing until we found the negroes organized
and drilling at night, for some purpose which we could not tell, as no white men could
get in among them. They were drilling and were organized all over the county before
auy movement took place on the part of the whites.

Their political consolidation is shown by every witness to have been
complete, and that so organized they were wholly and helplessly in the
hands of the few white adventurers who- were their absolute political

owners. On this point see the testim )iiy of Mr. Walton, the present
republic:iu United States attorney in Mississippi, at p. iD-SO

:
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ORGANIZATION OF THE BLACKS.

Q. What is the nature of the organization, so far as you know, among the colored
people 1—A. Well, sir, it is one ot those cases which, io my judgment, arises always
out of the existence of a class of people who are ignorant, and who are comparatively
helpless in the presence of a much more powerful body of people who, although they
may not be stronger in point of tiumbers, are stronger in point of force and intelli-

gence. The negroes consequently herd together. They do so publicly, and they do so
more especially in secret. That is to say, there is a silent organization, existing not
professedly as an organization, but existing still, in point of fact, everywhere that I

have ever been, which prevents the intercourse between the two races from being
caudid and free.

NO MUTUAL CONFIDENCE BETWEEN THE RACES POSSIBLE.

I am, myself, very well acquainted with negroes ; I have always been in the habit
of dealing with them a great deal ; I have always worked a good many of them ; and I

must say that my intercourse with them has been of a character to make me believe
it impossible for anything like mutual confidence on political questions to arise between
the white people and the negroes. I don't see how it ever can arise, and I do not be-
lieve, myself, that it ever will. I think this is due to the enormous gulf between the
races in all social relations—that confidence which springs from personal friendships
and an unrestrained social intercourse being, in my judgment, an essential cement to
a political party, and being absolutely out of the question between the white and
black races.

Q. You speak of an organization amoug the negroes ; what do you mean by that

—

that they are organized in bands, under the command of any particular persons, or
that they are associated together from the fact that they are of the same race and
community of interests, or both ?— A. They are not organized in bands.

Q. Or in companies, under officers, and having a general head ?—A. Well, in
the first place, they have their clubs, just as any other political organization has its

clubs. I have never been inside of one of their clubs, but then they never have asked
me, though the clubs were republican in their name, and republican, I suppose, in their
character. They have generally acted in such a way as to leave me to believe that
they did not want my presence there. Although they are quite near my house, I

have entirely abstained from going there. And when the county conventions would
meet, I have observed that the negroes iu these conventions very strongly resisted
white influence, and consequently it became disagreeable, inasmuch as there was such
ilisposition, to the white people to have anything to do with these conventions. It

became unpleasant personally, and it produced an impression which it was hard to avoid.
I have always found it practically impossible for me to avoid it—the impression that these
meetings meant nothing but the organization of one race against another. The truth
is, that a white man, especially a Southern white man, belonging to the republican
party, does not seem to be any more acceptable as one of their counselors or advisers
than one who belongs to the opposition. Although my connection with the republican
party has been undeviating, and I believe I have escaped from any personal rei)roach
in that connection, I am quite certain that my personal influence with the negroes is

not a bit greater than that of any democrat in my county ; not a particle. I am quite
certain that I was never able to influence a vote or iuflaence a colored man on any
single question of politics ; which I confess with some mortification.

Govemor Ames seemed disposed to fau the flames of excitement and
race antagonism to their utmost height. As an ilhistratiou of this it was
desired to transport some arms and munitions of war from Jackson to

Edwards' Station, between which points a railroad was in operation
;

but Governor Ames sent these arms, convoyed by a negro militia com-
pany, fully armed, in command of Caldwell, a colored State senator, to

march through the country with drums and flags and all the pomp of
war, having no other result than to intensify the alarm already existing.

(See Barksdale's testimony, p. 472.)

Mr. Johnston, in his testimony at page 334, says, in regard to this

and other acts of Governor Ames:
On all hands and from all classes of white citizens I heard but one expression in ref-

erence to this militia, which was that it was intended by Governor Ames to use that
militia to bring about a collision of the races, and the expression was used that it was
his ultimate purpose to aft'ord a good pretext for getting United States troops here to
carry the election.

The result of such a course of action was made manifest all over the



LXXII ALLEGED FRAUDS IN THE

State wherever tbe negroes existed in superior or approximate numbers
to the whites. The citizens of Canton, in Madison County, turned out
and picketed their town for weeks at night before the election. (See

testimony of Mr. Powell, mayor of the city, page 874.)

White men were afraid to let their families remain in their houses in

the country, (see testimony of Capt. William A. Montgomery, page 553,)

Q. Yoti don't live under any apprehension of their injnrinjj you, do yon ?—A. Well,

for mijfielf, I icill tell you, u-lien I hare seen my xeighhors running off, and havesent my family
auay, I have staid right in my own house on my place, but I must say that I had apprehensions.

If left aloue I wonld never have been afraid of them, but I knew that there was some-
thing broufjht to bear upon them from the outside, and they might not be able to re-

sist the temptation.

Q. How many years have yon been living at your present place ?—A. Always—since

I was nine years old.

Q. Some of those negroes were on the place before the war and remain there now ?

—

A. Nearly all of them.

WITNESS AXD OTHER WHITES LIVED IX FEAR OF ASSASSINATION.

Q. You mentioued that you had lived in fear of assassination from the negroes ?—A.

Yes, sir. I never stated that exactly—that I lived in fear of assassination ; I said my
lears were aroused sometimes. Senator Biyard asked me if I was afraid, and I said

that sometimes my fears were so strougly aroused that I sent my family off, but I staid

there myself.

Q. You may have stated Ahat the people were living in fear of assassination, yonr
DCighbors perhaps ; was that what you meant ?—A. Yes, sir.

and evidence of this state of feeling will be found multiplied through-

out the testimony.

The apprehensions of both races thus excited grew to fever-heat, and
a condition of alfairs absolutely alarming to the stoutest hearts pre-

vailed all over the State of Mississi])pi, and at hist penetrated the mind
of Governor Ames himself. His plans had worked but too well. He
had conjured \\\) a si>irit of despair and anxiety upon the part of the

unhappy ])eople over whom he had been ]>laced in rule which threatened

to wrap that State in liame and blood. It was no thanks to him or his

advisers that this result was not reached at the time or preceding the

election in November, 1S75. From every quarter evidences reached
him of this state of affairs. He had never conciliated the people. He
had never sought to learn how far concession, and justice, and kindness,

and sympathy, and a recognition of their tastes, prejudices, and habits,

Avould go toward procuring good government among a people. He
threatened to restore ^Morgan, the sheriff of Yazoo County, to his place

by force of armed militia; and the troubles in tbat county, which led to

the killing of several colored republican leaders, the demoralization of

the republican forces, and their practical abandonment of the canvass,

are directly traceable to the threat of an armed military expedition

organized by Ames to replace Morgan by force in the sheriff's office^

then held by another white republican.

The arming of the citizens of Yazoo County, their organization into

companies, under the lead of their most conservative and respected

citizens, in some of which white republicans were enrolled, was for the

avowed purpose of resisting the approach of the colored militia of Ames^
intending by force to replace Morgan, the slayer of Hilliard, in theotticeof

sheriff. When once a condition of desperation and excitement has been
created in any community, ft is in vain to look for the rule of peace and
law. The perturbing force that breaks down one law or the law des-

tined for the protection of one man or one class of men in a com.munity

necessarily levels all law. It is like a fire which consumes all in its

path. Wiieu, therefore, responsibility is to be affixed, shall we seek the

cause or content our.selves with describing onsequeuces only ? Gov-
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eruor Ames had, either ignorantly or willfully, built up a condition of
animosity and antagonism between the white and colored people of the
State of Mississippi dangerous to the safety and peace of both, until ex-

citement had usurped the place of reasou, and force, with its remedies,
had iu some few localities taken the place of law.
There is no evidence that Governor Ames sought to exercise any of

the civil powers intrusted to him for the pacitication of these disor-

dered localities. As usual, his recourse was had to the armed power of
the Federal Government, and his correspondence with the Attorney-
General and Secretary of War are well known to the Senate and the
country". Failing in establishing, and being unwilling to allege, that
condition of affairs within the State of Mississippi, which alone under
the Constitution of the United States authorizes the armed interven-
tion of the Federal Government, the scruples of the President and his

legal adviser, Mr. Pierrepont, withheld troops from the aid of the repub-
lican party in Mississippi. At page 2, of Governor Ames's testimony, he
testifies as follows

:

In view of that state of afifairs I applied to the Presideut of the United States for

the protection of the United States, which was not j^ranted. Subseqnentlj'', the Attor-
ney-General, I presume at the suggestion of the Presideut, sent an agent and two
detectives at my request.

We may pause here to consider this new feature in American govern-
ment. There is no such power known to the Constitution or laws of the
United States as the employment, by the Attorney-General of the United
States, of detectives to inquire into and report the police condition of
an entire State. The governor of the State confessed by his applica-

tion that there was no one capable and sufficiently reliable to judge of,

and report upon, the true condition of affairs in his own State, and three
men, entire strangers to the people of Mississippi, were sent among
them to examine and report whether a state of affairs existed which
would authorize the interposition of the Federal Government by force

of arms in the local disorders of that State. What possible authority
can be urged for this attempted delegation of the highest discretionary
power vested in the executive of a State f

UNITED STATES DETECTIVES.

About the Oth or 10th of October Mr. Chase arrived in Mississippi,

and took up his abode in the gubernatorial mansion with Mr. Ames.
He has been examined as a witness before the committee, and his testi-

mony will be found at page 1810-1819. Whatever may be the opinions of

the irregularity of his mission and its want of constitutional or legal war-
rant, all well-meaning men will concur in a sentiment of satisfaction

that he was sent. He states that he found Mississippi in a state of
profound and dangerous excitement, the two races armed, ready and
liable to collision at any moment, the State administration totally

without influence or power to restrain the passions of either side. He
discovered that the governor of the State had not even a personal ac-

quaintance with the leading and most influential white citizens who were
leaders of the democratic and conservative organization, and his first

effort was to bring them into amicable council and personal acquaintance
with each other.

The result of his offices was to produce an agreement anomalous in

American history, and highly suggestive of the state of affairs into

which Governor Ames's maladministration had brought the State of
Mississippi. There was a committee of the leading white citizens of
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Hinds and some of the adjoining counties held on the 16th of October,
1875, to whom Mr. J. Z, George and others, who had just had an inter-

view on the subject of political affairs with Governor Ames, stated the
result of such interview, that he had received information that it would
be agreeable to his excellency Governor Ames to have a conference
with some of the citizens of the State in relation to the present condi-
tion of affairs, and in accordance therewith he had arranged for an in-

terview, which had just taken place. The citizens attending were
Joshua Green, D. Shelton, E.Eichardson, J. W. Robinson, H. Hilzhiem,
T. J. Wharton, Frank Johnston, J. 0. Rietti, Robert L. Saunders, Gen-
eral Robert Lowry, W. L. Nugent, and J. Z. George.
The interview had been full and frank on the part of the citizens and

the governor, and the governor announced to the committee that in

consequence of Col. A. T. Morgan's refusal to go back to Yazoo County,
he had abandoned the purpose of sending him there with two companies
of militia, one white and one colored, ichich had been his original purpose,
and tliat he had also countermanded an order for guns to be shipped to

De Soto County.
After this a conference ensued between the citizens and the governor

in relation to the disbanding of the militia. The citizens, in response
to fears expressed by the governor that peace and good order would not
be preserved, and that colored men would not be permitted to vote as
they pleased, assured the governor that there was no other desire among
the whites than that peace should be preserved, the laws enforced,
and a fair election had; that the leading whites had all along inculcated
this; and they also assured the governor that they would pursue this

course until the election, and would, both by precept and example, do
all in their power to preserve peace and good order and secure a fair

election.

The governor said his whole object in calling out the militia was to
preserve order and supi)ress disturbances ; that he was originally op-
posed to arming the militia, and under all the circumstances, as he
deemed it, teas forced to do so ; that in view of the statement of citizens

he was willing to meet their views as far as he could, and to this end he
promised that he would order all the militia companies which had been
organized to disperse and go to their homes icilh their arms. But on
further consultation it was agreed that the arms of the several compa-
nies organized should be deposited in depots in the neighborhood in
which the companies were raised, and should there be guarded by
United States troops to be detailed for that purpose, and to be under
the control of the governor, and to be removed only by his orders ; or,

if United States troops could "not be gotten, then the arms were to

be guarded by men selected and agreed on by the governor and Mr.
George ; that the arms should not again be delivered to the militia ex-

cept in case of riot or insurrection which could not be suppressed by the
civil authorities. The citizens above named expressed themselves sat-

isfied with the arrangement. After this report and some discussion, the
following resolution was adpted :

R-molrcd. That the tbr.3j?oiiig citizens and also tlio followinij additional gentlemen, to
wit, Miisrs. William A. Montj^omery, E. W. Cabinis. T. C. Catcbings, George G. Man-
love, A. M. Harlow, Colonel Gilbratb, Dr. Moore, and Jndge Cbester be requested to go
to Govi-rnor Ames, and tender the thanks of the meeting for what he bas done, and rep-
resent to him that it wonid be better and more satisfactory if he would agree that all

the arms should be guarded iu Jackson.

The committee waited on Governor Ames, and he declined making
any change of the arrangement which had been agreed upon between
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him and the citizens. He was asked if arrangements with the citizens

included the idea that no more militia would be organized. He an-
swered, "that nothing was said on that subject expressly, but it was his

purpose and intention to organize no more."
The committee returned to the meeting and made report of the sec-

ond interview, and what was done was deemed satisfactory, and the
meeting then adjourned after requesting the report of the interviewers
with the governor to be reduced to writing and made public, (p. 356.

)

The effect of this agreement, or, as it has been constantly termed by
the witnesses, " treaty of peace," was highly favorable to a better con-
dition of things, and did much to allay the excitement and political an-

tagonisms which were so rife at that period. Some of the results of
this conciliatory course were shown by the nomination of joint commit-
tees by the two parties in several of the counties upon the fair basis of

compromise and good government. Men of character, republicans and
democrats, were thus placed upon the same ticket in Madison County
and in other counties, and, as a consequence, no further collisions of a
serious nature took place during the remainder of the campaign and in-

cluding the day of election. The election-day itself was marked by an
absence of even the usual personal collisions which take place in almost
every community in the [Juited States when party excitement runs high.

An answer to the general allegation that voters were intimidated from
casting their votes, is to be found in the pregnant fact that the repub-
lican vote in the State of Mississippi in 1875 was within 3,29 L of the
vote polled by that party at the last preceding general election in 1873.

(See election tables, in the testimony of Governor Ames, at pages 37 and
38, and documentary evidence of the committee, page 144.) The com-
bined vote of Ames and Alcorn for governor, in 1873, (see page 138 of
documentary evidence,) was 126,378, and the total vote of both parties
in 1875 was 155,886, showing an increased total vote throughout the State
of 29,508.

It is abundantly established that for the first time since 1868 the dem-
ocratic-conservative party was perfectly united and thoroughly and
well organized, and conducted their campaign with an unprecedented
interest and vigor. The republicans, on the other hand, were, as we
have shown, disorganized and discouraged by schisms in their party,

many of them, black and white, thoroughly disgusted with the conduct
of their rulers, and, to use the language of Judge Harris, heretofore
cited, were convinced of the " imbecility and base corruption of the
State administration and a few adherents."
There can be no doubt also that a considerable and encouraging in-

road was made in the heretofore impenetrable phalanx of the colored
vote, a considerable portion of which was cast for the democratic ticket

in Hinds County, the official residence of Governor Ames himself, as
well as in many other counties, which reasonably and fully accounts for

the increase in the democratic vote and the changes. Increase and
changes in vote even more remarkable can be found in the election-

returns of the States of Massachusetts, ^ew York, and Indiana, not to

mention other States, in the election of 1874.

The whole number of witnesses examined by the committee was
Their testimony relates to 22 counties, leaving 51 counties in the State
in regard to whose affairs no fact of any character was alleged before
the committee. Of these 22 counties, the chief portion of the testimony
related to Warren, Hinds, Monroe, Chickasaw, Madison, Lowndes, Clai-

borne, Amite, Yazoo, and Washington.
Warren County.—Warren County, which contains the city of Yicks-
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burgh, is one of the most populous and wealthy iu the State, having a
white population of , and a negro poi)u]ation of . There
were witnesses examined in relation to the affairs of this county,
which may be summarized as follows

:

That which gave ri«e to most turbulence and disorder iu the spring of
1875 in the county was the contest between Bedford, the white deputy
of Crosby, the negro sheriff, and Flanagan, a democrat, both seeking to

obtain the nomination of the republicans and the indorsement of the
republican convention. (It will be remembered that Flanagan was the
person whom Ames displaced by force of arms from the office of sheriff

in 1874, and by the same process re-established Crosby, whom the citi-

zens had rejected. This gave rise to the " Vicksburgli riots," which
were fully investigated and reported upon by a committee of the House
of Eepresentatives. In the the course of the contest to obtain this nom-
ination there were several homicides committed by the resi)ective parti-

san of Flanagan and Bedford, and there would seem little doubt that.

Flanagan's nomination by the republican convention was in a large

deegre influenced by terrorism.

The cases of homicide were two, and one of wounding.
In all of these cases indictments have been found and prosecutions

commenced. The perpetrators of these crimes were known and have
been arrested and held to bail to be tried iu due course of law, and it is

to be hoped will be duly punished. These crimes did not differ in their

nature or their facts froni such as are incident to any ill-governed

community, and their parallel can be found too frequently in the lower
strata of politics in many of the northern cities. There is, however, no
ti*ace of testimony which can be justly relied upon to connect the com-
mission of these crimes with the democratic organization or its objects.

Respectable men viewed these crimes in Mississippi with the same
abhorrence that they are viewed elsewhere.
The election in Warren County in November, 1875, was characterized

by the grossest frauds, and it seems impossible that such should not
have been the case, when the character of the men deliberately selected

to control the entire machinery of election is made known. The three
registrars of election iuto whose hands the absolute control of the en-

tire election was committed were appointed by the circuit judge, the
chancellor, (both republicans,) and sheritf of the county, respectively.

The chief registrar was a man named Knadler, republican. He was
selected by Circuit Judge Brown. Barber, republican, the second regis-

trar, was selected by Chancellor Hill. Pegram, democrat, the third

registar, was selected by Bedford, Crosby's deputy sheriff". The charac-

ter of these three men was itifamous, and notoriously so.

The judge who selected Knadler had presided at his trial, and sen-

tenced him to imprisonment for life for willful murder in the spring of

1875. A writ of error had been allowed by the supreme court, i>endiug
which Knadler was admitted to bail, was appointed chief registrar of

the county of Warren, and received a free pardon for his services at the

election at the hands of Lieutenant-Governor Davis (colored) a few
days after the election. He admits that a thousand dollars was promised,
of which $500 was paid, to compensate him for the loss of his " business "

in performing the duties of registrar, the i)ay of $3 per day being insuffi-

cient. Barber was under indictment at the time of his appointment by
Chancellor Hill for highway robbery ; and Pegrara was a notorious pro-

fessional gambler of a very low grade, against whom indictments were
also pending, page 141i5.
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ABOUT JUDGE BROWX'S APPOINTMENT OF KNADLER.

By Mr. Bavard :

Q. Mr. Richardson, will yon give the full name of Judge Brown ?—A. George F.
Brown.

Q. Was he not a candidate for Congress last fall ?—A. I think he was a candidate
before the convention.

Q. Was he not a candidate for the nomination at the time he appointed Knadler as a
registrar?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. How long before that had Knadler been tried and convicted of murder, and a
new trial granted and jiulgmeut arrested ?—A. I cannot exactly state.

Q. In the same year ?—A. In the year before. It was in March that the man was
killed ; I think it was in November that the trial was.

Q. Then, when did you make your affidavit of what you saw at the trial ?—A. At
that term of the court. I would not say whether it was the November term, posi-
tively, but it was at the same term of the court, while the court was in session, that I

made the affidavit of conspiracy.

Q. Who was the judge before whom he was brought ?—A. Judge Brown.
Q. The judge who had tried' him for murder and had seen liim convicted on the

merits was the man who appointed him at the head of the board of registration ?—A.
That is my understanding. I don't think he was at the head, but my understanding
was that he was the man that appointed him on the board.

Q. At the time that he did this he was himself a candidate for nomination by his

party, and expected to run ?—A. He was a candidate for nomination, of course, at that
time.

^VHr I5ARBEU HAS NOT BEEN TRIED.

Q. Was Barber ever tried under the indictment for robbing a colored man of $16 '

—

A. No, sir ; he has not been tried.

Q. When was that indictment found ?—A. I think in the November term the year
before ; he was appointed the same term that Kuadler was tried.

Q. His case has never been brought for trial ?—A. His name stands on the calendar

;

he is out on bond ; the case has been continued. ^-r^
Q. Do you know why it has been continued all this time, since a year ago last No-

vember ?—A. Probably for the want of time. They set the trial first for the men who
are indicted that are in jail and can give no bond ; they always take precedence and
try these first in our courts.

Q. Have you had so many in jail that you have had no chance to reach this party '

—

A. We have had a good many out and a good many in jail, as a general thing ; we had
at that time as many as thirty in jail.

Q. Is that a fact that Barber, being out on bail, has not had his case reached be-
cause there are so many in jail entitled to a prior trial ?—A. Yes, sir ; that is my un-
derstanding. I know that is the way Judge Brown has been in the habit of conduct-
ing the court ; to give men who could not give bond precedence -for trial ; and ntauy
men who were out on bonds don't come to trial for two or three years.

Q. Who was the chancellor who appointed Barber as registrar?— A. Edwin Hill.

Q. He was not a candidate for any office when he appointed Barber?—A. No, sir.

Q. Was he a candidate for any nomination ?—A. I think not.

Q. He was chancellor in the same county where these parties had been indicted ?

—

A. Yes, sir.

PEGRAM A PROFESSIONAL GAMBLER.

Q. Now as to Pegram ?—A. He had been indicted for unlawful gaming, and was out
under bonds.

Q. He was known to be a professional gambler ?—A. Yes, sir ; he did not deny it to

anybody.
Q. Who appointed him?—A. I think the sheriff did.

Q. What sheriff was that ?—A. Mr. Bedford ; he was acting under Sheriff Crosby.

Q. Crosby was the sheriff'?—A. But Mr. Bedford was acting sheriff" in the absence of
Crosby ; Crosby had been in a good deal of trouble and had left.

Q. Were you ever at any time a deputy under Mr. Bedford ?— A. I never was a dep-
uty under Mr. Bedford, except he employed me as a bailiff' to go out and summons the
grand jury for a term of court that was approaching.

Q. When you were a bailitt'—is it not rather as a deputy sheriff that you summon
the grand jury?—A. They call it a bailiff" in this country ; but I was deputized to go
and perform special duties.

The testimony of a dozen witnesses discloses the strong probability,

if not the absolute fact, that these custodians of popular rights, by
their manipulation of the tallydists and returns and stuffing- of the
ballot-boxes of the entire county, procured a return, as it' elected, of
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a pre-arranged ticket, composed partly of republicans and partly of dem-
ocrats. (See page of testimony, deposition of ,)

This ticket contains some names on the regularlj'-nominated tickets of
the democratic and republican parties, but other names which were not
in nomination by either party, among whom is H. C. Carter, a colored
man, who is now a republican member of the legislature. The ticket so
returned as elected was styled by the witness the " bogus ticket,'' and
was proven to have been printed on paper of a peculiar hue, but pre-
cisely the same as the paper of the regular republican ticket, the typog-
raphy and ink of both tickets being also precisely similar. It was
proven (see deposition of Rankin, page 1414, a republican) that the
committee to procure tickets consisted of W. W. Edwards, colored
member of legislature, and Carey, who went to ]Srew Orleans to have the
tickets printed, and brought them back.
The identity in outward appearance between the *' bogus ticket " and

the regular republican ticket leaves little room to doubt that they were
I)rinted at the same time, on the same press, on the same paper, under
order of this republican committee. Of the time and place of stuffing

the ballot-boxes and altering the tally-lists by the election -officers there
is no conclusive proof, but there can be no doubt that a wholesale fraud
was committed, and that a ticket not voted for in the county was re-

turned as if elected. There was testimony by Barber that some money
was found in the ballot-boxes when ojiened, which Pegram put in his

pocket.
It may be mentioned that the circuit judge. Brown, was a candidate

for nomination by the republican convention for Congress, at the time
he appointed Knaedler chief registrar. He and the chancellor were
both appointees of Governor Ames, who held in his hand power to re-

move either of them. He could have done so, and could have canceled
the appointments of these three infamous registrars; but the political

rights of the people of AVarren County were thus put up for sale through
the agency of the republican State administration, and being for sale,

we presume, they fell, as usual, to the lot of the highest bidder. The.
laws of that State establish penalties for such offenses, and the execu-
tion of the law rests wholly in the hands of the State administration.
Shall the community who are the sufferers of such misgovernment be
made the victims of congressional assault because of a misfortune
against which they have vainly protested and for which they have no
just responsibility ? It will perhaps be considered a curious spectacle

and a strange method of ascertaining the true state of facts in a com-
munity, when such confessed scoundrels as Knaedler and Barber are
brought as witnesses to impeach the community which has the misfor-

tune to contain them, and in which they had been placed in power by
the very party who now seeks to denounce those who are the victims of

their crimes.

A large number of colored men were brought to show personal in-

timidation, as practiced toward them in the county of Warren, but the
establishment of the fact that fraud was successfully used would render
intimidation useless and absurd.
Madison Coiuitg.—Madison County has been the subject of extended

investigation, and an examination of the testimony of Captain Koss,(page

845,) the republican sheriff; Judge Cunningham, republican circuitjudge,

(page 831 ;) Judge Campbell, of the supreme court, (page 920,) chan-

cellor, and numerous other witnesses of the highest personal and official

character, must establish beyond a reasonable doubt that the election of

the ticket formed by amicable compromise and agreement between the ex-
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ecutive committees of the respective parties was perfectly fair, lawful, and
peaceable. The address of the republican county committee, after the
formation of the compromise ticket, which is appended to the testimony
of Mr. Warren, republican, (page 964,) will show the practical nature of

the compromise, and of the election that was held under it. The ticket

so elected by an overwhelming majority was composed of men entirely

worthy and capable in the offices for which they were chosen, (p. 920.)

Q. Was there any intimidation resorted to to compel the creation of the fusion

ticket ?—A. Not the slightest that I ever knew or heard of.

Q. Was it, to your knowledge, a voluntary action of the leaders of the two parties

for the purpose of procuring good men in the county?—A. That was certainly my un-
derstanding; there was a fuither object, I doubt not. I know I urged that. There
was a very feverish state of the public mind. The Clinton aifair had occurred, and the
Warren County matter, and some disturbances in Yazoo, and every sensible man of

both parties thought there was a possibility, in the feverish state of the public mind,
of a disturbance being precipitated by imprudence or accident. I suppose every
one of us was desirous to preclude the possibility of any disturbance on election-day.

I think I was, and I suppose every one was.
Q. Without its being precisely alleged—I cannot, not having thenotes before me, say

—

but without its being precisely alleged, there has been before this committee, from the
witnesses, intimation that there was intimidation practiced to induce the formation of
the fusion ticket, and I ask you, as a party to the compromise, whether that was true

or not.

The CiiAiKMAN. The statements, to my mind, have a different construction ; not that
intimidation was for that purpose, but that there had been intimidation and outrages
in the district, which made the republicans prefer a compromise rather than take the
risk.

Mr. Bayard. Just consider that interrogatory with the correction of the chairman.
I would like the chairman, or members of the committee, to make any correction when
I fail to state the testimony accurately.

A. I certainly never had an idea that there could be a pretense that there was even
a semblance of intimidatiou in Madison County. I remember when I saw an account
of the appointment of this committee, or the proposition of Senator Morton to appoint
it, I felt, and remarked at the time, that there certainly would not be anything to in-

vestigate in Madison County, for if there was any semblance of intimidatiou prior to

that time I was ignorant of it ; I never heard of it.

Q. Did or did not the leading republicans of the county oppose the Warner ticket ?

—

A. I am not able to say about that.

Q. After the compromise I speak of?— A. I think the compromise, or fusion ticket,

was almost unanimously supported.
Q. Were you present on the day of the election ?—A. I was at Canton.
Q. Was there, to your knowledge, any interference with the right of voting, by any-

body, at any time ?—A. There was not. There were more democrats opposed to the
fusion than republicans. As well as I could ascertain, there was a minority of the
democratic party opposed to the fusion, that warred against it, and condemned it bit-

terly ; extreme men and violent men, who didn't want to have any treaty with the re-

publican party at all ; yet, at the same time, the compromise had an overwhelming
majority of democrats ; five-sixths, I should think, cordially approved it, and a greater
proportion of the republicans. I never heard of any dissatisfaction on the part of
the re])ublicans, except at Jackson.

Q. That is not in the county t—A. No ; but Warner, from Jackson, it is understood,
tried to distribute straight-out republican tickets, or the old tickets, and thus defeat

the fusion.

There is a large amount of absurd testimony hy negroes in relation to

the affairs of this county, but the testimony of gentlemen of both the
political parties to which we have referred, and which is to be found on
the pages above noted, will set at rest any question as to the legality and
propriety of the election in that county.
Hinds County.—Hinds County contains the capital of the State. The

only alleged disturbance of any moment in Hinds County was the

Clinton riot, of which we have heretofore given a full statement. With
this exception no one has ventured to attest a single act of intimidation

or violence. It was the official residence of Governor Ames, who him-

self stated, on page 29, that he was not a witness of any act of violence
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or intiiiiidation, and a dozen witnesses have affirmed without the slight-

est contradiction that the election wa^ entirely peaceable and lawful,

with the free right of every one to vote as they saw fit.

ASSAULT UPON THE GOTERNOR'S MANSION.

At pages 423 to 435 will be found the depositions of several colored men
who were employed as watchmen around the governor's mansion for

weeks before the election. Their statement as to the firing upon the
mansion is not only disproved by Ames himself, (see page 15,) but is in-

credible from the fact that no pane of glass was broken by the alleged
bullets, nor does any mark appear upon the exterior of the mansion,
nor was any one hurt at any time.

Mr. Barksdale, at page 475, disposes of this ridiculous charge :

ACOUT THE GOVERXOK'S MANSION BEING FIRKD INTO.

Q. Some witnesses have been before this committee—colored men—who have stated
that the governor's mansion has been an object of attack, and I would like to state to

you here what Governor Ames said on the subject

:

"Q. (By the Chairman.) Did you, at any time, I'oceive threats or intimations of
bodily harm to yourself?—A. As I stated yesterday, uo attempt has ever been made to

intimidate me personally. Of course no person ever came to me and said that if I did
thus and so, certain consequences would follow; but the mansion where I live was
fired into.

" Q. (By Mr. Bavaud.)- At what time ?— A. Just previous to the election.
" Q. (By the Chairman.) During the day or at night ?—A. This was at night. I may

say, however, that I did not, at tliat time, consider myself in any personal danger ; I

did not think that they could well afford to assassinate me. I thought it would be too
great a political blunder, so I really had no feeling of that kind ; but since then I have
been informed that the thing was seriously considered. People were seen tiring into
my mansion, and the trees were cut. There was a bullet-hole or two in various parts
of the mansion."

Q. Tliis testimony—some of it at least—referred to the democratic conservative meet-
ing which was held here, in the city of Jackson, on the 27th of October, just before the
election.—A. Well, I will state that previous to that meeting, when it was known there
would be a great crowd of persons, inspired by the enthusiasm of the canvass, when
there would he banners, music, and all that sort of paraphernalia which gives interest

to a political canvass, and it was determined by the democratic authorities that uo de-
vice, uo dag, no banner, and uo thing should appear in that procession, or in the pro-
ceedings, in any way to cast ridicule or wound the sensibilities ot Governor Ames.
A treaty of peace had been established, as it was called, between him and the demo-

cratic authorities, and it was felt that it was due to him that there should be no exhi-
bition of that sort.

DEMOCRATS WATCHFUL THAT NO INDIGNITY SHOULD BE OIFERED TO THE GOVERNOR,

The consequence was, that we were especially watchful that no indignity should be
offered to Governor Ames during that meeting or by the procession on the march.
Upon that principle, on the occasion to which reference is made I myself was anx-

ious to sec to it that no indignity should be offered to the governor, no hostile demon-
strations of .any kind, whether tiring of guns or pistols, or making even jesting re-

marks, and I took a position, before the head of the column reached the mansion, di-

rectly in front of the office, that I might see what might occur. I remained there until
the procession had parsed.

I do solemnly aver that if any pistol was fired, or remark made reflecting upon the
governor, or offering indignity to him, I did not see it, and I was iu a position to hear
and see whatever occurred, certainly.
As to the perforation of trees there by bullets. I suppose it could be verified by an

examination, but I certainly heard no ])istols. I took that position directly opposite
the governor's mansion in order to see tliat the pledge of peace which had been made
should be fulfilled and that no indignity should be oflered to the governor, because we
desired the agreement should be carried out.

Q. How far is the office where you were to the gubernatorial mansion ?—A. About
250 yards.

Q. You were near enough to hear any tiring or any disturbance ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Were you constantly at your office during the next nij^ht and for a couple of
weeks preceding the election ?—A. I was occasionally, not constantly—frequently. Of
course it is not my habit to remain, exceiit on such occasions.
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Q. Were you aware that for twenty days prior to the election, and two days after-

ward— I believe it embraced that—that Governor Ames had colored men stationed

aronud his house as guards, inside of his fence ?—A. I will say, personally I was not
aware of it, but I heard it so stated.

NEVER HEARD ANY FIRING.

Q. Did you ever hear evidence, or have any knowledge or information, that there

was constant firing at night toward the mansion during those twenty days ?—A. No,
sir; I never did. I am quite sum I should have heard it. I will remark that there is

a police constantly on duty at all hours of the night on the streets, to arrest any dis-

turbance of that sort or anything of that kind.

Claiborne County.—Claiborne Couuty was iuipeached by the testimony
of one witness, S^. H. Stiles, (page 158,) which was controverted directly

and circumstantially by the testimony J. D. Vertner, at page 191. From
special and moral canses tliere had been a great degree of excitement
in this county precedingand entirely disconnected with the question of

the election. The most conspicuous cause of excitement and feeling was
the marriage of Raskin Smith, a colored man, with the daughter of his

employer, Mr. William Smith, a hotel-keeper in the town of Port Gibson.
This colored man and white girl eloped. (See testimony of Mr. J. D.
Yertner, page 191.)

Our campaign opened, I think, in the month of September, about two months before

the election. Just prior to the opening of the campaign, however, an incident in no
way connected with politics occurred, which produced a very bad state of feeling be-

tween the whites and blacks. It was not the marriage of a negro with a white woman
so much as the incidents connected with it. There was such a marriage in the county,
and while the white people took no part in it whatever, the parties being of humble
origin and not in the society of the place, yet the father of the girl felt himself very
much aggrieved, the boy having been reared in his family and brought up with the

girl. The father was a desperate man, and he threatened to kill him. I myself over-

heard no such remarks on the part of the negroes, but a gentleman of respectability in-

formed me that th«y had threatened to barn the town and wreak vengeance on the

people if a hair of that negro's head was harmed by Mr. Smith.
Q. Smitli was the father ?—A. Smith was the father.

Q. State the names of the persons married.—A. The boy was a negro by the name of

Haskius Smith. The girl was the daughter of William Smith, who kept the public

hotel of the place. The boy, while a member of the legislature, was a boot-black in

the hotel and a waiter, and continued there during the time that he was in the legisla-

ture, waiting on the table during the recess, and finally he ran off with this girl. It

created some impression upon us, but of course was beneath our notice ; but these re-

marks, which were said to have beeu made very publicly

Q. You say the father of the girl was very much excited ?—A. The father of the girl

was very much excited, and the mother has uevor recovered from the shock that she
received at the time. The father in that exasperated state of feeling proposed to kill

the negro whenever he returned. He was a very good negro, and held in very good
esteem by the white people. The negroes here, Haskins's friends, seeing him with a
shot-gun, gathered round his hotel en jnasse, I saw myself the excited crowds that
gathered there from day to day.
They were absent during all this time—the man and woman who were married.

The negroes made a great many threats, according to hearsay, but we paid no atten-
tion to them. On Sunday, about one week after the occurrence, the negro was brought
back to the place by prominent negro leaders, among them the black coroner of our
town, who is now in this jail, the leader of a band which has beeu sent to the peniten-

tiary for burglary. They went down with carriages to bring the negro back. The
uegro protested against it, saying he had outraged the feelings of the family and pre-

ferred to remain where he was ; but thoy took him by force and brought him into the
village on a quiet Sunday, with four or five young men armed, and they paraded our
streets, up and down, with this negro, who liad offended the feelings of this family, in

their midst; and then, not content with this, they followed our young ladies, and went
to our grave-yard where our parents are buried, and trod all around there, and marched,
back.

THE WITNESS THREATENS THE COLORED PEOPLE.

I told the sheriff—a colored man—by the eternal gods, if ever again such a thing
were repeated, blood was thicker than water, and we would kill the last son of a bitch

;

that if ever such insults were heap 'd upon us again we would not stand it. He told

me that they started from the jail with-sido weapons, and that he expostulated with
them to go back, and said that he had lost control of hia people.

S. Eep. 527 VI
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THE WHITES ARM.

We, seeing that aggressive spirit, and being insulted on the streets frequently, in-

stantly called a meeting ; it was totally disconnected with politics ; and we armed
ourselves thoroughly and completely ; that is, the citizens generally. There were 80
of us, with, perhaps, 80 guns.

PHOPORTIOX OV THE RACES.

Q. State the proportion of the black population compared to the white in your
county.—A. Our population is 20,000, I think, by the recent census. There are fully

three to one, if not a little more. I think there are about one thousand white voters

—

•eight or nine hundred white voters—aud about four hundred who have not been in

the habit of voting until the last election.

That was the first event, disconnected with politics, but which brought about a very
. excited state of feelings in our midst. That was the occasion of our arming and nothing
<5lse ; it was totally disconnected with any politics. There are two radicals who have
always affiliated with that party in the town who joined with us in this organization

of men, armed.

The excitement and tlisgu.st in the county became very intense, aud
the sympathy for the father of the girl was strongly manifested, all of

which was greatly increased by the triumphal entry of this illmatched
couple into the town, and the procession by them and their colored asso-

ijiates throughout the streets of tbe i)lace, including a visit to the ceme-
tery, all of which seems to liave aroused the indignation of the white

people to the highest pitch. It being understood tliat the father of this

girl liad armed liimself and intended to kill bis daughter's husband on
.sight, i)lans for his destruction were arranged by tlie negroes, which
plans becoming known to the whites, they armed themselves in oppo-

sition, and for the j)rotection of this injured parent. This event created

an intense excitement, which continued up to the time of the political

canvass.
There were but two witnesses. Stiles atul Vertner, examined before

the committee, and their statements are directly in conflict.

There was upon the day of the election a race collision, in which an
old colored man, disconnected with the quarrel, standing on the out-

side of the crowd, was shot and killed by parties unknown, and, as is

testified, greatly to the sorrow of the white people, who buried him
with every mark of respect and regret.

This unfortunate death, and the wounding—not seriously—of a few
others, were the only acts of violence which marked the election, and
the excitement consecpient uj)on it having quieted down, the election

went on regularly and without further disturbance. It was alleged by
the witness, Mr. Stiles, (see p. 158,) that in consequence of the disturbance

in which this old man was killed, many colored men were intimidated,

left the ground, and refused to vote; and this is denied by Mr. Vertner
at pages LM)1-L'03, and 204, and the fact renuiins that the aggregate
vote of the county as compared with the foriuer elections was but
slightly reduced. (See table, p. 144, Doc. Test.)

Amite Con )ity.—Aimte County was the scene of a great deal of dis-

order and alleged intimidation of voters. The colored poi)ulatiou in

1870 was 0,777 and the white 4,190. According to the testimony of

Mr. A. S. Parker, the defeated candidate for sherilf, there was a repub-

lican nuijority of about 300 votes. The disorders in this county were
attested by W. 13. Redmond, whose dei)Osition is on page 73; H. P.

Hurst, at page 80; A. S. I'arker, at page 107.

Parker's testimony, at page 113, and Ilurst's at page 99, concur in

attributing the chief disorders in the county and breaches of the jieace

to the influence of one Col. Frank Powers, whose residence is in the

State of Louisiana, over the line.

Hurst' says: "If Powers had staid away from Mississippi, I don't
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think there would have been as much trouble as there has been," and
proceeds to describe the reckless aud daugerous character of Powers,
whom he also considers " the worst man and the chief cause of the trou-
bles in Amite County.'" At page 101 he says

:

(By Mr. Bayard.) How many men in the State of Mississippi are the chiefs and
rnling spirits of this condition of affairs down in the lower end of Amite County '?—A.
Well, it is not easy to say. I conld not possibly tell you how many. I tuippose if you
picked out ten or fifteen of those desperate characters the whole thing would stop.
Yes, aud I would go further than that, and say ttaat if Jackaon and Powers ivere arrested,
thif! whole thing would stop.

And in the next reply he classes Powers as the worst man aud Moses
Jackson as the next. At page 113 Parker says, iu reply to a question
by Mr. Bayae.d "who this man Powers is, aud what effect he has had
in producing this conditiou of things iu the county of Amite," describes
him as follows

:

Colonel Powers during the war had commanded a regiment of cavalry that was
called " Buttermilk Cavalry " in our neighborhood. They were scouting and raid-
ing around the country, and he had always a bad reputation for running cotton
through the confederate lines. His reputation was, I think, very bad. He is a
leader of what is called " The Regulators," in the parishes of East Feliciana and
Saint Helena. There have been a great many negroes killed through these counties

;

and they have killed some of the county officers at Clinton, in the parish of East
Feliciana, and have run the rest away. Included in his organization were some men
from Amite County, and they were in sympathy with him in getting rid of repub-
lican officers.

The understanding was that should they want Powers on our side of the line they
would call on him, and he would come prepared to assist them iu doing anything
they might require to be done. On this election-day they sent for him. General
Hurst asked Powers why he had come there, aud he said that they had sent for him.

Further on he speaks of Powers as " the chief over the line in ^Missis-

sippi;" and iu reply to the question whether he believed "that if Jack-
sou aud Powers were arrested and punished these things would cease,"

he says, "Yes, sir; I have no doubt of it.''''

These two and a colored man named Strother were the only witnesses
examined in regard to the affairs of Amite County, and the only disturb-

ances testified to ou the day of election was at this precinct where Powers
came; but the fact was established subsequently by two witnesses by
the name of Weber, who were summoned from the parish of East Feli-

ciana, whose depositions will be found at pages of the testimony,
one a State senator and the other a tax-collector of the State of Louisi-

ana, both republicans, and from them we have the information that
Col. Frank Powers is a republican office-holder by the appointment
of Governor Kellogg, and has been actiug with the republican party in

Louisiana since 1870. It would seem difficult, therefore, to hold the
white people aud democrats of Amite County, iu Mississippi, answerable
for a disturbed and disordered condition of affairs which is proven by
every witness examined iu relation to Amite Couuty to have been chiefly

caused by a non-resident republican office-holder in Louisiana under
the administration of Governor Kellogg.

Despite the operations of Colonel Powers fl.nd his friends, it would
appear by the testimony of A. S. Parker, to be found ou page 112, that
a larger vote, both democratic and republican, was polled in Amite
County at the election of 1875 than had been polled since the war.
These disturbances were alleged at but a single precinct, and is the one
visited by Col. Frank Powers from Louisiana. The violence threatened
to Raymond and Parker occurred since the election, but was instigated
by the same condition of feeling which Powers represented, and which a
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moderately vigorous exercise of imprisoument and fine bj' the local

authorities would speedily stop.

Washington County.—To impeach the character of the election in

Washington County, a witness by the name of Putman was called.

His testimony is to be found at page 1430. He does not allege any case
of intimidation or violence of his own knowledge, but that the election

was unfairly conducted by the inspectors at one of the precincts by
unnecessarily delaying the reception of the votes. His allegations are

specifically met and flatly contradicted by General Samuel A. Fargu-
son, one of the judges of election, whose conduct had beeu impeached
by Putman.
The deposition of General Furguson will be found at pages 1459 to

1497, in which the character of the election is fully and, as we believe,

truly stated. The examination of Putman will disclose him to be a

tlioroughly discreditable person. His, confessions of a fraudulent and
immoral life are alone sufficient to deprive him of credit; bat tlie testi-

mony of General Furguson, who is a gentleman of high character, sup-
plements the statements of Putman in regard to his own career. (See
deposition of Putman, page 1452, and deposition of General Furguson.)
Washington County appears to have been the scene of unusual

misgovern meiit. The relative i)opulation of the blacks to the whites
was 5 to 4, and as a result nearly every oflicial was a negro. The
present sheriff of the county, Scott, a colored man, who was called

before the committee, did not in any degree impeach the peace and good
order of the election. Greenville, in Washington County, was the home
of Gray, the infamous negro who was api)ointed by Ames brigadier-

general of militia. At page 14G8, by the deposition of Mr. Furguson.
the conduct of Gray and Lis immunity from all restraint of law is set

forth as follows

:

Q. Was Gray a candidate for ollice, or did he desire to be noiniuated at the time he
made these speeches?—A. He was up for sherirt', and said he intended to be sheriff.

Q. State the character of his speeches.—A. I did not hear the speeches myself, but it

was a matter of common discussion and common rumor, and I have heard persons who
were present at the convention, a short time aftorwartl, coming from the court-house,
state that when these speeches were reported in the convention that a minister, iu

whose church these speeches were made, got up in the convention and tohl him lio

couUl not deny it ; that it was made in his church, and he heard it, and some eight or

ten persons jumped up, prominent republicans in that neighborhood, and asserted that
they had heard him make these speeches. The ertect of the speech was he intended to

be sheriff if he had to kill everything in Washington County that had a white skin,

and advised the negroes to have their guns all loaded with buck-shot, and to keep them
always loaded, and have them by them. Whether true or not, every white person be-

lieved that Gray had made the remark, and it created a great deal of excitement, and
some degree of alarm.

Q. Had Gray, prior to that speech, beeu to see Governor Ames, and received that ap-
pointment of brigadier-general?—A. He had received the appointment some time bo-

fore that.

Q. Did he or not state iu that speech that ho had the promise of arms from Goverucr
Ames ?—A. That is the report.

ii- What was the effect of that speech ui)ou the white people of that county ?—A. It

causeil them to arm.
Q. State to the committee what Gray's personal character was.—A. He has been

the most turbulent—with the ])ossible exception of Ross—the most turbulent man that
they have had in Washington County since I have lived there. We have gone on in

the town of Greenville for months without a disturbance of any sort, aud he has co:iu)

back fron» the legislature and almost invariably there has been a disturbance before
he has been in town twenty-four hours. On one occasion he came back from the legis-

lature, and drew his pistol aud shot at another black man across a billiard-table,

(Werles, who has since committed suicide,) within the very tirst day after he camo
l)ack. I know these facts, because I was employed to prosecute him for it, and the
magistrate iiued him $5.
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Q. Who was the magistrate?—A. J. L. Griffin.

Q. Of what party?—A. A reiiublican and a white man, and a native of Georg a.

Q. Was he ever indicted for any otfeuse there ?—A. He is nnder indictment now for

setting fire to the town of Greenville, in September, 1874.

Q. Do you know anything in reference to that?—A. I know the fact of the fire ; I

was insurance-agent, and I have paid iu behalf of the companies about $100,000 on ac-

count of that lire. .

THE "brothers AND SISTERS"—THEIR OBJECTS.

Q. Was Gray connected with that incendiarism ?—A. None of us suspected it at the
time, but in the recent investigations of the grand jury of Washington County, it has
been developed that there was a regular organized band called the " Brothers and Sis-

ters."

Q. Describe that organization and its objects.—A. The object was to plunder and
burn. That is about all I know of the objects of the society, and those who have con-
fessed to belonging to it stated that this society was organized by Gray at his house
with W. H. Bolton and R. H. Brentlinger, (who has since been convicted of embezzle-
ment and is now in the Albany penitentiary)—that they were present at the meeting
when the society was organized. I was* talking to some of them in the j)enitentiary

yesterday in corroboration of the accounts which we had had before. It was agreed
at this meeting that they should set fire to the town, and while the fire was going on,
they were to get up a row, and that then they would call for the militia and have the
militia sent tliere so as to control the county and make Gray sheriff.

Q. How large is Greenville ?—A. It has a little more than two thousand inhabitants
now.

Q. Of whom was the society of Brothers and Sisters composed ; of what parties, of
what class of persons?—A. I have been able to learn of but those two white men.
There were other white men there, but I don't know their names; I have no knowledge
who they were, and some eight or ten, maybe more, colored men living in Greenville
and just around the town on the plantations.

GRAY THE ORIGINATOR.

Q. Gray was the originator of that movement ?—A. He was one of the parties at

whose house the society met each week.
Q. The white men you mentioned have been sent to prison ?—A. No, sir ; Brentlinger

has been tried and sent.

Q. For embezzlement?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Who is the other *—A. The other is W. H. Bolton, who was candidate for sheriff

at this last election.

Q. Has he been indicted yet ?—A. Not for any complicity with that ; he was indicted
for falsifying the records the last term of the circuit court, and tried.

Q. Receutlj'?—A. At the last term of the trial-court at Greenville.

Q. Do j'ou know how extensive the organization for the purpose of robbery aud
arson was ; do you know the number, and whether it extended throughout the county?
—A. Mr. C. P. Huntington, foreman of the grand jury, said to me they had not got
anything like to the end of it. I know nothing further than what has been developed
iu the court.

Q. Do you know whether this man Putman was concerned in it ?—A. No, sir; I think
not ; he was a member of the grand jury that found an indictment against Gray. This
thing occurred week before last. •

NOTHING AGAINST PUTMAN.

Q. Had Mr. Putman knowledge of these facts at the time he testified before this

committee a week ago ?—A. Yes, sir ; he Was upon the grand jury and has been a mem-
ber of the grand jury four weeks, I think.

REPORTS ABOUT PUTMAN.

Q. What was Mr. Putman's manner of life in Greenville ?—A. Within the last six or
seven years I have heard nothing against him. When he first came there, he was
living, so commoi5 rumor had it, in open adultery with a woman there..

Q. Do you know whether that woman had been his business partner down in Vicks-
burgh 1—A. She was there. I don't know anything previous to that time.

Q. Where was his wife?—A. I don't know.
Q. Did she subsequently come to Greenville?—A. She did, and is there now.
Q. How long did he continue to live iu this way with this woman?—A. I don't

recollect. It was a long time before I knew anything of Putman, or wUo he was. My
first recollection of him was hearing his name mentioned in connection with this

woman in that way.
Q. Did they live together ?—A. Yes ; they kept a store there, and lived in the store.
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ABOUT ROSS AXD GRAY.

Q. Who is this man Ross ?—A. He is a mau who is the most intelligent colored mau
I ever saw, and one of the best speakers I ever listened to in my lite.

Q. Where did he come from ?—A. From Kentucky. He and Gray were the terror of
Washington County for years and years. Gray was a coward, but Ross was a very brave
man indeed. He kept very quiet when Gray was away, but as soon as Gray got back,
and got Ross drunk, then they took the town, as the expression is. They would com-
mit some outrage and would not be arrested—or, being arrested, would be fined $.5,

and the fine would not be collected. They would go into bar-rooms, knock the people
down, and commit outrages on the streets constantly. Both were ministers of the
Gospel at that time, and preaching constantly.

ROSS RUNS FOR SHERIFF.

Q. Did Ross ever hold any public office ?—A. He was appointed sheriff of the county
in the place of Webber, and then ran for the office and was elected, but could not
make his bond. It was large—§120,000, perhaps.

WORTH OF THE OFFICE OF SHERIFF.

Q. What was the office worth ?—A. The office was worth, I suppose, ten or fifteen

thousand dollars a year, legitimately.

Q. What did they make it worth otherwise ?—A. I should think at least $100,000 a
year.

His character is likewise spoken of by Putnam. In short, we may
here say that the picture of affairs presented by the negro rule in the
county of Washington, as well as the adjoining county of Issaquena,
fairly beggars description. Ninety-tive per cent, of the property is owned
by the whites, who constitute but a small portion of the entire popula-
tion. All powers of local government are in the hands of the negroes,

who select the people of their own race to till every office; boards of
supervisors, utterly ignorant, incapable of reading or writing, unable
to add, or subtract, or perform the simplest arithmetical problem, have
entire sway over the taxes and i)roperty of the county. Their rule is

arbitrary, and oftentimes insolent to an intolerable degree. At page
CGI, dei)osition of Mr. Millei-, will be found an account of the refusal of
a boar(l of negro supervisors to entertain or receive the humble petition

of the white citizens of the county, presented by a venerable and respect-

able white citizen, lor the privilege of having a white school established

in the county where sixteen colored scliools were already established,

the expense, of course, to be borne by the i)roperty of the county, and
even the ])oor privilege of having a portion of the taxes taken from their

own lands api)lied to the benefit of their own children was insolently

denied.

. By Mr. Bayard:

Q. Do you remember the occasion of this refusal of the board of supervisors to permit
a jietition for a white school to be presented to the board?—A. Yes, sir; I had been
attorney lor the board for (juite a length of time. They had appointed me unanimously,
these negroes had, and I remained in that position for .some time, when I resigneil my
position something Ukc over a year ago, on account of their reckless management and
on account of the refusal to hear the whites in regard to schools, and so on. Right
there at Mayerville there was a strong demand for a white school. There were some,
I supi)ose, 30 or 40 pupils, and they had no school-house. They had to employ a teacher,
and they got a room wherever they could to teach in ; and the jjeople brought it to the
attention of the board several times, and earnestly recjuested them to build a school-
house there. The board went through the pretense of posting a notice for bidders.
The law provides that the contract shall be let out to the lowest bidder. They posted
two or three notices, and the bids w(!re oflered there by good mechanics, to build a
school-house at a good deal less than they had been paying for negro schools in various
parts of the county. And they rejected the bids on the ground of extravagance, and
old M;ijor Smith came up there about two or three weeks before the meeting in which
Gross was to be refiuested to resign, and made a re(iuest, politely requesting them to

have the notice renewed. He was very anxious about this school-house, and that was
ihewish of the whole community. It was opposed bj' this man (Jross. One or two
members were auxious to build it. This man Gross was very otYensive to Mr. Smith, autl
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told him to sit down, be didu't want to hear hitn, aud fiually drove him away iu his dis-
gust and despair. That was one of the main causes wliich induced the people to request
Gross to resign, in order to get a board, if possible, who would do justice. I suggested
that the resolution should read tliis way : that since we had decided to ask him to
resign, to request him to resign in favor of Robert Murkiuson or Green Collins, or any
other ofseveral good negroes in the neighborhood who were also republicans. I will say
that the suggestion met with a degree of favor, but we thought we would have no suc-
cess. But I thought that if Gross could be got out and we could get a good republican
upon the board it would Ije very well.

Q. You did not propose to replace him by a white man or a democrat, but tj put
some respectable colored man in his place?—A. That was the purpose of a good many,,
and that resolution met with favor, but it was not carried in that way. Some persons
favored it, and if it had been insisted upon it would have been carried through that
way. There was no race feeling.

Q. Were you present at the time when Gross insulted Major Smith ?—A. I was, and
left the board iu disgust.

Q. What was Major Smith's demeanor in coming to bira ?— A. Exceedingly polite.

Q. He assumed nothing more than to urge the action of the board ?—A. He asked
that in a very earnest manner, but not at all offensive. Finally, when told to shut up
aud sit down, he said :

" By God, I am a citizen and tax-payer, and have a right to be
heard here," ami went away disgusted, and I left also in utter disgust. I had business-
to attend to there, but I would not stay on account of it.

Q. By whom was the bulk of the school-tax jjaid ?—A. By the land-owners ; white
people. The negroes do not pay over one-tenth.

Q. How many colored schools are there in the county ?—A. A great many. They
never refused any petition to build a colored school-house anywhere. They built them'
all over the county, and they had standing notices to build them.

Q. How many white schools were iu the county at that time ?—A. Only one that I
know of, on Rolling Fork. In fact, that was not a school-house, either. They used
the basement of the church. They rented it. It suited very well for that purpose t

no objection to it on that account.

Q. How far was it from that school-house to the other school-house that they pro-
posed to build ?—A. About ten or twelve miles. That was the main cause of the
request to Gross to resign.

A condition of affairs which would be incredible and utterly intol-

erable in any of the Northern States exists in many of the black
counties of Mississip])i, where the property, intelligence, and character
of the community is trodden to the earth, insulted, and ignored by the

most ignorant and sometimes vicious members of the commnuity.
Things are of daily occurrence, and were proven almost daily before the
committee, which, if attempted in the State of Massachusetts, Wiscon-
sin, Minnesota, or indeed any of the JSTorthern States, would be met by a

popular uprising and speedy overthrow. In such a condition of affairs,

the forbearance and self-subordination exhibited by the white population
demands and should receive the strong sympathy and high respect of

every just and well-regulated mind. Page 615, testimony of S. H. Gross,
colored

:

By Mr. Bayakd :

Q. How many members compose the board of supervisors?—A. Five members, sir.

Q. How many of them were colored people ?—A. During my time of being in olBce
it was all colored members until 187G.

Q. You mean up until the present year ?—A. Yes, sir ; they were all colored members
from the time I have been a member up until the present year.

Q. All members of the republican party ?—A. Well, I could not say they all were.

Q. You have been one of the board of supervisors of Issaquena County for the last

three years—1874, 1875, aud the present year '!—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Until when were these five men composed entirely of colored men ; until what
time ?—A. Until 1876.

Q. The first of January?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Before that time they had nothiug but colored men on the board?— A. They were
all colored, right from the time of my being installed.

Q. How far from Mayer%alle do you live ?—A. The nearest route ts abont five miles.

Q. That is the county seat?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Where did you first meet General Hampton ?—A. In the town of Mayerville.

Q. Had you known him before?—A. O, yes, sir.
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Q. Does lie own property there ?—A. He owns one plantation in that county.

Q. How far from Mayerville ?—A. I could not give you the exact distance, but some-
where between four and five miles from Mayerville.

Q. On the river?—A. Yes, sir; on the river.

Q. When he met you did he speak to you ?—A. Yes, sir ; he spoke to me ; that is, he
:sent for me.

Q. Sent a man for you ?—A. Yes, sir ; down tbe road for me.

Q. Be kind enough to state just what he said to you.—A. He said to me like this:

says be, "Gross, I have heard a good deal of talk of you, and I have heard that yoii

•was a perfect gentleman, and was prompt to attend to your own business, and I heard
of this trouble that has taken place, and I have come down here to-day on that occa-

sion ; and I want you now to call your board together and proceed to business. The
river is rising"—this I didn't give in my former statement, but I omitted that then—" the

river is rising now very swift, and we want men on that levee board to go to work on
the levee ; therefore, we are very anxious for you to proceed to-day at once and make
the appointments ;" and, he says, " I hope you will appoint good men." I think he

said, " I have heard that they have asked you to resign ;" and he said, " the good citi-

zens of the county don't know anything about that, and we ain't in favor of any such
doings as that."

Q. He said tliat the good citizens of the county were not in favor of interfering with
you ?— A. Yes, sir.

Q. And were not in favor of your resigning ?—A. Yes, sir ; he said if there was any-

thing wrong about tbat, he proposed for the law to justif\ that.

Q. Did he say anything in regard to protecting yon in case of anything of the kind
l>eing attempted ?—A. He said that he had been a general in the confederate army,
and that he was not afraid to fight if he was called upon to do it. He did not say he
would protect ue, but the impressiou was that he meant to protect us that day.

Q. To protect you in your rights and in your olUcef—A. Yes, sir; that is the way I

took the meaning of his words.

Q. He spoke to you kindly, civilly, and told you just what you have said to us?—A.

Yes, sir.

Q. Did you say anything to him after that ?—A. No, sir ; he did not appear after

that.

Q. You had no molestation at all after that time ?—A. No, sir.

Q. He told you tbat if there was anything wrong they would look to the law to

remedy it?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. That he disapproved of this attempt to remove you from the board ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And that the good people were opposed to that ?—A. Yes, sir; that they were

opposed to any sucli doings as that.

Q. Is not the maintenance of the levee along the banks of the river essential to the

safety of the jiroperty of that county ?—A. It is, sir.

Q. Is it a ditficult and expensive thing to keep that levee in good and safe condi-

tion ?—A. Of course, sir, it is.

Monroe County.—Mouroe County lies upou the border of Alabama?
toward tlie iiorthea.st corner of the State. It is not alleged that any loss

of life took place in this county in the canvass or elt^ction of 1875
;
but

the defeated candidate for shcrilf, J. W. Lee, ai)peared before the

committee and charged (see his testimony, page 1021) that the can-

vass had been marked with attempts at intimidation on the part

of democrats, and that on the day of the election the colored

voters, who had massed to the number of fifteen hundred m the town
of Aberdeen, under his orders, were, by a show of violence on the part

of the democrats, intimidated and jtrevented from voting, and in that

way the election was controlled against the republican party. Captain

Lee's testimony was given circumstantially and at great length. (See

p. 1021.) In reply to him the committee examined Mr. T. B. Sykes, (see p.

115.3,) the mayor of the town of Aberdeen, and Mr. E. O. Sykes, (see p.

1080 to 1123,)' who, by the testimony of Captain Lee, was principally im-

plicated in the alleged disorder; also, General Reuben Davis, (see p. 1050

to 1085,) and others. The weight of the whole of this testi;nony is entirely

against the truth of Captain Lee's statement. It was proven that many ot

the occurrences which he alleged that he saw could not have been wit-

nessed from the residence of the jailor, in which he had taken up his



KECENT ELECTION IN MISSISSIPPI. LXXXIX

tiaarters. He is directly met aiitl flatly coutradicterl by the most unim-
peachable witnesses, and it is im[)Ossible, after reading' his testimony
and that of the gentlemen who were called to answer it, to doubt that the
bitterness of Captain Lee's feelings toward his former political associates
(for he had been a rabid secessionist and a violent democrat until the
time of his commercial failure and his immediate acceptance of office in

the republican ranks in 1870) must have perverted his judgment and
blinded his understanding. It is impossible to escape the conclusion
that Captain Lee anticiijated defeat at the polls, and, as a last resort, to

escape the results of the election, endeavored to throw discredit upon it

by advising" the negroes not to vote.

The testimony of several negroes who were examined at Aberdeen,
among them Miles Walker, has been already referred to sis proof of
the recklessness with which charges are made by that class of persons.
The alleged gross profanity of the two Messrs. Sykes and the statements of
General Keubeu Davis, were not only emphatically denied by those gentle-
men, but were so grossly inconsistent with their characters as pious and up-
right men, as to be entirely unworthy of belief by any unprejudiced man.
The citizens of the town oif Aberdeen, in common with many others in

Mississippi, had been kept in a state of constant alarm by the rumored
arming and banding of the negroes of the county. The county of Mon-
roe is intersected north and south by the Tombigbee River, the richer
lands lying on the east side of the river, and the poorer lauds on the
west side of the river, the eastern side being chiefly occupied by negroes
with a small relative white population. The testimony of Captain Sykes
discloses the fact that great apprehensions were felt, from time to time
preceding the election, of a rising of the blacks for the purpose of march-
ing on the town of Aberdeen and destroying it; that incendiarism had
been frequent, and sufficient, in the excited condition of public feeling,

to alarm them to an intense degree; that under these circumstances, to

which must be added the organization and arming of the militia com-
pany in the community by order of Governor Ames, and the possession of
those arms by Lee, the republican sheriff, the uneasiness and discomfort
of the community had reached an extreme point.

The white citizens had on more than one occasion turned out and
picketed the roads leading to their town, night after night, fearing the
approach of a body of negroes armed for the destruction of the place.

On the morning of the election, at break of day, these fears were con-
firmed by the i>resence in the town, at the court-house, of a large body
of negroes from the eastern side of the county, all armed with heavy
bludgeons, and many of them with pistols. This was a violation of the
election-laws, which required voters to cast their ballots in the precincts
where they resided, and only permitted a voter who was constrained to
be absent from his liome to cast his vote in another precinct by attach-
ing to his ballot an afSdavit stating the fact. But the presence of this

large body of blacks, with sullen faces and armed with clubs, at a vot-

ing-precinct which was not a proper one for them to attend, naturally
alarmed the citizens of the town, who took the best steps they could for

self-protection. A point much dwelt ui)on by Captain Lee was the pres-

ence of what he termed "a body of cavalry" from Alabama in the town.
This body of cavalry was proven to consist of from eight to twelve men
on horseback, who, if armed at all, were armed with pistols, which were
ijot exhibited, and who were stationed between the county jail, wherein
Captain Lee had a number of State arms and fixed ammunition, and
which the white citizens feared he was about to ]}lace in the hands of

the negroes whom he had brought from the east side of the county to
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take possession of the polls aud prevent tbe whites from voting in the

town of Aberdeen.
Tbe whole action of these ten or dozen men on horseback was confined

to remaining quietly, disturbing no man, at such a point as would pre-

vent Lee from getting the arms out of the jail and delivering them to

the negro mob at the court-house. The testimony will disclose the fact

that not a blow was struck on that day, and that no man was iujured,

and no one prevented in his lawful right to vote, i^o case was brought
before us ofany one who did not vote or could not vote if he had desired to

do so. Under Lee's advice, many of the negroes who had unlawfully

assembled at the court-house went back to their own precincts, and it

is presumed that they there voted undisturbed. These facts, we believe,

are fully established by the weight of testimony taken in regard to this

election. That no material number of the vote was prevented from
being cast by intimidation would appear from the fact that the aggre-

gate vote polled in 1875 was two hundred and fifteen greater in the
county than in the general election of 1873.

Loioides County.—The only point in Lowndes County in relation to

which testimony was taken was in the city of Columbus. The witnesses

examined were the mayor of the city, iMr. Billups, and Robert Gleed, a

negro, ex-sheriff of the county, and a defeated candidate for re-election.

The testimony of the mayor, which will be found at page 80-1, is to the

effect that there had been no evidences of intimidation or disturbance;

that the rej)ublican party had been split, and that two republican

tickets were in the held, therefore lessening the necessity for the resort

to intimidation, even if it had been contemplated.
A few nights before the election, just after nightfall, a fire was discov-

ered in a remote portion of the town, and the fire apparatus gotten
ready to extinguish it, but while the engines werei)roceeding to this fire,

another fire was discovered in an opposite<piarterof thetown ; and, accord-

ing to the testimony of Mr. Humphreys, the town appeared to be

fired in seven or eight different i)hu'es at once. The excitement in-

stantly became intense. Tlie rumors and api)rehensions of incendiarisms
of the negroes, founded upon remarks made by several of them of a

threatening character, induced the belief that the community was on
the verge of a great disaster, and a successful conspiracy to destroy the

town by fire was about to be carried out. To protect the city and keep
the peace, the mayor appointed Mr. J. H. Sharp a special marshal for the

occasion, with authority to summon i)eace-ofiicers to his aid. The re!)ort

of the marshal as made to the mayor on the following day, in writing,

was presented to the committee, and is to be found on page 80G.

The substance of that report is that the marshal took semi-military

possession of the town and prevented the free circulation of the people
;

that his orders were to halt any man who was not known, and if he did
not obey, to shoot him. Witnesses testified that in this way they were
halted, although well known in the community, and obeyed the sum-
mons. There was, however, excitement and feeling, which were directed

against the race which they believed had been the authors of tliis in-

tended conflagration, which resulted in the shooting and killing of

four colored men by the patrols establisiied by the marslial for the

cause stated in his report, (p. 8UG.) This was the case alleged by the

mayor and the white citizens of the place, but, to some extent, denied
by Robert Gleed, who alleged, or, rather, we infer from his testimony
that the object of the fires was to create a disturbance, in which colored

men could be intimidated or slain. It is certain tliat Gleed's family were
kindly and hospitably entertained by the mayor himself on the night of
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the disturbauce, and that Gleed was believed by many of the white citi-

zens to have been the chief instigator of these incendiarisms and at-

tempted destruction of the town.
The action of the city authorities cannot be considered unnatural or

improper, under the circumstances. They immediately sought to in-

crease the police force and prevent any lawlessness on the part of the
white people, growing out of their excitement and apprehended destruc-

tion of their homes and lives.

It would seem impossible from so cursory aud incomplete an exami-
nation as was hurriedly made by this committee to come at a perfectly

clear and satisfactory judgment of the events on the night in question,

in the town of Columbus, and the causes which led to them. On the one
hand there is the terror of incendiarism w^hich appeals to every house-
holder, and which strikes fear into the boldest heart. Most of the dwell-

ings of Columbus aud other southern towns are composed of wood, and
their water facilities and apparatus for extinguishing fires are generally

of an inferior description. General Sharp reports, (p. 806 :
) "Attempts

had then been made to fire the town in fourteen different places.""

"Armed negroes were hurrying along the street, and one squad ot

twenty, when halted, brought their guns to 'ready,' and shouted ' shoot!
'"^

They knew that the negroes had been banded together in political hostil-

ity to the whites, and they had heard threats of incendiarism that
placed them in great anxiety and distress. At i age 567, see statement
of tlie lieutenant of Owen, the commander of the negro company cap-

tured at Vicksburgh

:

" We got orders we should not go there ; if we had not received these

orders before night, I ivould have been there with my gun in one hand, a
coal-oil can in the other, and a box of matches in my pocketJ^

How far these fears honestly actuated the mass of the people in the
unusual steps taken for self-protection, there is not sufficient testimony
before the committee thoroughly to determine; or how far such alleged

fears were made by wicked and cruel men the pretext for an assault

upon obnoxious colored iudividuals, or upon the colored people as a
class, there is not enough testimony before the committee satisfactorily

to determine. That the result of that night's proceedings ought to have
been made, or ought still to be made, the subject of thorough and rigid

examination no one can doubt; nor is it yet known what steps were
taken to discover the true condition of facts and the causes of these
fires which, from their number and scattered location, would seem
clearly to evince a settled plan of incendiarism for some purpose, either

to destroy the town or to give a pretext for a criminal assault. One
thing may here be said, that if the atrocious design did exist of making
that incendiarism the pretext for an onslaught upon the colored people
at night, and where they were in large numbers, it would seem strange
that the victims were limited to four in number, when their slaughter
could have been so easily multiplied.
We have not classed this occurrence at Columbus with the four prin-

cipal collisions between the races, because no political significance

seemed to have been given to it, and the matter was mentioned late in

the course of the investigation, only by three or four witnesses, and
even they gave totally different theories for the occurrences of the night,

and for the reason also that it did not partake of the nature of a riot

growing out of any immedidate quarrel or controvers3^ between the two
races. In the opinion of the undersigned, it was the result of sudden
fury and excitement caused by terror of incendiarism, which, for the
time being, deprived men of their self-control. Although no proof of
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the immediate facts atteudiiig the killing of any one of these four men
vvas brought before the committee, the report of the marshal is more
circumstantial than anything brought to our knowledge. No conse-

quent intimidation is to be inferred from the condition of the vote; for

the aggregate vote of 1875 is a very large increase over the vote of the

election preceding.

ROLLING FORK COLLISION.

In Decepaber, 1875, in what is now Sharkey County—then a part of

Issaquena—occurred a most deplorable and shocking tragedy. The
aifair was first broughtto the attentionof thecommittee bythe testimony
of Derry Brown and Bowie Foreman, (negroes,) whose bloody threats

and turbulent conduct had caused them to be expelled from the neigh-

borhood, and whose testimony was shown to be unreliable. (See testi-

mony of Judge Shackleford as to the character of Foreman and of

Miller, pages 664-CG8, impeaching Brown; also, page 64G; also, Ball,

who, at page 750, sa.ys: Q. " Would you put any reliance in his state-

ments as a witness ?—A. No, sir ; nor would a black or white person in

that county.")

It seemed difficult to obtained a clear and connected narrative of

the transaction, but the tf^stimony of E. B. Ball, a republican, who
emigrated to the State of Mississippi from the State of Illinois at the

close of the war, and who resides in the neighborhood where the tragedy
occurred, will fairly represent the state of affairs and feeling at the time,

and the circumstances which led to it. (See pages from 742 to 755,

Ball's testimony ; also the deposition of W. W. Moore, at page 080, and
of W. 1). Brown, pagt^ 093, corroborative of testimony of Ball.)

It appears that on Saturday, the last of November, 1875, a number
of negroes, not belonging to that part of the country, but who had been
picking cotton, were paid off, and were engaged in a drunken frolic at

KoUing Fork, a small town in what was then Issaquena County, now
seat of Sharkey County.
A young white man, or boy, for he was not yet of age, who was drink-

ing with them, got into a quarrel with one of the negroes, which ended
by the white man striking the negro with a knife, and inflicting a wound
ot no dangerous character.

The boy fled and was pursued by the whole band of negroes, who
finally discovered him in the back room of a store, where he had secreted

himself, and after stabbing and otherwise wounding him, left him for

dead.
On Sunday morning warrants were issued by a colored justice of the

peace, residing at Rolling Fork, for the ofiending parties, and in the

course of the day five or six were arrested and placed under guard in a

building then vacant, which had been occupied as a drug-store. Dur-
ing the night the gun of one of the guards was discharged by accident,

and the prisoners became alarmed, and attempted to make their escape

by breaking through the windows. They were fired ui)on by the guards,

and one of them was killed, and two or three were wounded. The
wounded parties, with one or others, were captured.

The next day all of the parties implicated in the assault on the young
white man were recognized, and gave boiuls for their appearance at

court, and the difficulty seemed to be ended, but the news of the affair

extended down into the neighborhood where Mr. Ball resided, and
spread through tlie country with many exaggerations. The white people

at Rolling Fork and vicinity were greatly outnumbered by the negroes

in that locality, and the disproportion in the neighborhood of Mr. Ball,

1
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and below there, on what was known as the Deer Creek settlement, was
at least ten to one of the colored people to the whites.

Bands of colored men were at once organized, and armed with such
weapons as they could procure, threatening to attack and destroy the
town of EoUiug Fork, and to kill the white people, and, to use the lan-

guage of some of their most excited leaders, " from the cradle up," and
to burn cotton-gins, and to destroy property generally. Two of these
bands—one under the leadership of a negro preacher by the name of
Moses Johnson—started in the direction of Rolling Fork, but were
turned back at Elgin's store b^' the firmness of Elgin and one or two
white men who were there at the time. They returned from the neigh-

borhood where they had started, some few miles below Elgin's store,

somewhat excited by liquor, and, as will be seen by the testimony of

Ball, by no means inclined to give up their purposed destruction of

the whites and their property.

The terror which their conduct inspired in thai county, among the
few white settlers and their fauiilies, is very grapiiically depicted by the
witness Ball, as well as his own apprehensions because of his being a

white man, notwithstanding the fact that he was a republican, and in

political accord, and on terms ot personal friendship with the negroes.

(See Ball's testimony, pp. 749 and 753.)

WHITES GREATLY ALARMED.

Q. What state of alarm was there among the white people living in that part of the
country on account of these demonstrations ?—A. Do you refer to ladies as well as men ?

Q. Yes, sir ; all.—A. They were very much frightened. We barricaded our doors,

and kept armed for two or three weeks ; for two or three weeks we were vigilant and
watchful ; some nights we did noi go to bed at all.

Q. How manj' white people were living along on the creek within that district that
was affected by these disturbances ?—A. At Mr. Watson's there were four at this time,

three living there, including myself. I believe there was two at Cammack place,

between Watson's and Hunt's, vi'here this boy Mickey lived. At Mr. Hunt's there was
only one, I think, Mr. Hunt, himself. Living at a store between Hunt's and Elgin's

store were two white men and a lady and her children. At Hunt's store were two
white persons.

NUMBER OF NEGROES IN THIS SECTION.

y. About how many negroes were there from Hunt's store down to the lower part of
the county where these difficulties extended f—A. Do you mean to Mr. Watson's, where
I live, or including farther down, where Charley Brown had been 1

Q. Including down where Charley Brown had been.—A. From Hunt's store to where
Charley Brown went there were about a thousand of them, I should think ; between
seven hundred and a thousand.

Q. Where was the bulk of the white settlers upon the creek ?—A. It was very thinly

settled with the exception of about a u)ile around Rolling Fork, and there it was com-
paratively thinly settled as a general thing; on each plantation one or two white per-

sons, sometimes a lady and one or two children.

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. Did these white men have their families there—the women and children among
them ?—A. Yes, sir ; as a general thing.

News of this uprising and demonstration was carried back to Eolling

Fork. Application was made by the white people there, to their friends

in Washington County and abov'e, for aid. A band of armed white
men, from the upper counties, under the leadership of Rev. Ball, a
Baptist minister, collected together and marched down to Rolling Fork,
where, learning such facts as they coald in reference to the disturbances
below and the parties most deeply implicated, mounted an armed force

of some fifty or seventy-five men, on Sunday, and went down in the

neighborhood where these turbulent negroes were assembled under
arms, and captured and killed six of the most dangerous and violent of
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those concerned in the armed organization for the destruction of the
I)roj)erty and lives of the white inhabitants.

This violent remedy promptly ended the conspiracy of the negro pop-
ulation against the whites and caused them to abandon any further
prosecution of their hostile puiposes.
A few days after the killing of these negroes a meeting took place

between the leading white people at Rolling Fork, and the leading and
l>eaceably-inclined negroes of the neighborhood, and a treaty of peace
was signed by the parties, which has been incorporated into the testi-

mony taken by the committee, and will be found on page 699.

Derry Brown, who, before the tragedy occurred, had been inclined

to peace and quiet, became furious, and was unwilling to be reconciled
except by the killing of six white men in retaliation for the six negroes,
and was excluded from the terms of the amnesty provided in this treaty.

This ended the affair, and however reprehensible the entire transac-
tion is, the undersigned could discover in it no trace of any political

character. On the contrary, it was a war of races, having its origin in

a drunken brawl between one white i^erson and a number of dissolute

and drunken negroes. The region in which it occurred lies remote from
railway or other public modes of communication. The civil authorities

of the neighborhood were wholly inadequate to cope with the emer-
gency, and it was too sudden for the authorities of the State to be called

i)ito action. W. D. Brown, at page 7015, says:

THE KXCITKMKNT HAD NO CONXKCTIOX WITH POLITICS.

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. Had this -whole occnncnce—the excitement—any connection with the party poli-

ticB of the country .'—A. I think not at all.

Q. Did yon so rejjard it ?—A. No, sir ; not as a political matter ; it was between the

whites anil the blacks. I don't know whether it had relation particularly to politics,

though that may have had something to do with it; but they certainly, in my mind,

had combined to kill out the white people, and made threats against us so that I felt in

danger of my life ; and others did, too.

ACTION OF THK WHITES DEFENSIVE.

Q. Do you regard the action of the whites tliere as being defensive?—A. Entirely so.

If they hadn't done what they did I don't believe one of them would have been alive

to-day, unless by an accident. The excitement was so great that, I think, in two or

three (lays the feeling would have culminated in the death of the white people in the

vicinity-—women and children as well as men. Had it been possible for us to have
moved the ladies and children away from that section we would have done so ; but we
felt that we were in great danger in attempting it; and they staid indoors, aud we
protected them the best way tiiat we could by barricading the doors at night and
-watching in the day-time ; but if it had been possible for us to have got them out of

the country it would have been done.

GIN-HOUSES EASILY BURNED.

Q. Was fliere any means of protecting the gin-houses where your crops were?—A.

None that would have been practicable under the circumstances.

Q. Would not the contlagration of a gin-house have necessarily been complete from

a single niatcli?—A. Yes, sir; it would have been almost impossible to extinguish it.

I nev'er heard of a gin-house being saved whore there was cotton in it, aud most of

them at that time were pretty full of cotton.

The Deer Creek country is somewhat isolated from the exterior world, and is distant

from the Mississippi River on an average from twelve to fifteen miles, with an interven-

ing miserable swamp, which, in some seasons of the year, is impassable.

We have access to Vicksburgh at certain seasons of the year, but for six months of

the year, aud that was a part of the six months, it is inaccessible except by a tedious

laud-route to Vicksburgh, or a tedious drive to the Mississippi River across the miser-

able swamp.
The plantations, many of them, are large, and the whites are, as compared with the

colored people, sparse and scattered; not so much so now as they were a few years ago
,

as the white elenumt is increasing largely in that country.

Q. Is the country divided into large plantations?—A. Yes, sir; though not so much
so as once, for they are being somewhat cut u}}.
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Q. At what distance from assistance or from white association do most of the white
planters and their families reside ?—A. Do yon refer to ;associatiou outside of the county?
Q. I mean as to the irneighhors.—A. As I said awhile apco, the white population is

iiow much larger than several years ago. Take my neighborhood, for instance, as a
sample: there, within a radius of two miles, I could include five or six families, per-
haps six or seven families. Along farther down remote from the town, or the village,

the plantations are larger and the whites much more sparse ; sometimes one or two
white people on a plantation, while there are perhaps from ICO to 150 colored people of
all sizes and sexes ; sometimes two or three on a plantation where there are 40 or 50
negroes.

THE POWER OF THK BLACKS IF THEY KNEW THEIR STRENGTH.

Q. I desire to obtain from you an idea as to the relative want of protection of the
white people of that county should the colored people be disposed to injure them.—A.-

If the colored i)eople were disposed to do that thing, and had the capacity for organi-
zation, and could keep their own counsel, they could annihilate the white people in

a very short while, there is such a disparity between their numbers; and it was that
very fact, that kept ns in constant alarm there, and caused us to open our eyes and to

act with a view to our safety.

INTERFERENCE WITH VOTERS.

Some of the testiinoiiy tended to prove that in some cases colored men
were deceived or cajoled into voting the democratic ticket.

There is nothing in any part of the testimony to prove any obstruc-
tion to the voter "on account of his race, color, or previous condition
of servitude," but in every case the objection was to the party ticket he
proposed to vote; to the color of his political prejudices, and not to the
"color" of his skin referred to in the fifteenth amendment.
The white people earnestly sought to indu(;e the colored people to vote,

and to vote the same way they did. To this end they held public meet-
ings, made numberless speeches, appealed to their colored fellow citizens

in every conceivable manner, that they should vote, and vote with them
for the common interest of all.

To justify any legislation by Congress to enforce the fifteenth amend-
ment, the obstruction of the "right to vote" must be for the sole reason
of rflce, or color, orprevious condition, &c., and there is no power in Congress
to interfere for any other cause tchatever. There is not from the begin-
ning to the end of this testimony a single case of the obstruction of a
voter because he was a colored man.

In every case of alleged unlawful interference with the right of suf-

frage, it was because the voter was in opposition to the political sym-
pathies and wishes of the person interfering.

Intimidation and violence are almost as frequently alleged toward
white men as colored men, and i^erhaps the bitterest opposition was
proven toward the former class.

1 Yet it cannot be said that the race or color of these ivhifes induced
other whites to "deny or abridge" their right of suffrage.

The testimony of many witnesses, white and black, proved the gross
intimidation of colored people by other colored people. Now, this was
not on account of race or color, but for the same reason which caused
all other intimidation and interference in the State

—

i. e., opposition to

the voterh political vieivs and actions, not because he was a colored man,
but because he was voting in opposition.
The Supreme Court of the United States distinctly say, in the opinion

we have already cited :

The fifteenth amendment did not confer the right of suffrage upon any oue.

It gave to the Congress the power to guarantee its exercise in case it

should be denied or abridged on account of race or color or previous con-

dition.
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If the right to vote be denied or abridged for some oilier cause, the J
State, and not the United States, must exercise its protecting power over m
the citizen and remedy his wrong.

If a colored man be driven from the polls because he comes up with
a republican ticket, and when he returns with a democratic ticket is

welcomed and assisted to vote, there can be no doubt but that his
'• right to vote" (which means, of course, to vote according to his free

will) has been abridged; but not having been abridged because of Im
race or color, but because of his political views, the power and duty to

,

remedy the wrong he lias sustained are, according to the decision of the
Supreme Court, in the laws of the State where he resides, and not in

the United States.

Holding this proposition to be true, then the testimony overwhelm-
ingly establishes the fact that negro voters were welcomed into the
democratic; ranks, and every effort made to procure them.

If negroes were intimidated, it was not because they were negroes, but
])ecause of their obnoxious political views.

As a necessary consequence, it follows that Congress has no power
under the tiffteenth amendment to tlie Constitution to punish any inva-

sion, however gross and reprehensible, of personal rights of suffrage

which is not based upon the particular cause of the race, or color, or pre-

vious condition, &c., of the i>arty injured.

Having thus stated the limitatious upon the power of Congress, which
a respect for the Constitution of our Government and to the decisions or

its highest Judicial tribunal has dictated, we cannot refrain from an ex-

pression of our abhorrence and hearty reprobation of every act of law-

less, and so often brutal, interference with the rights of citizenship which
were related by witnesses in our presence.

Prosperity and i)a[)piness can never thrive in a community where
such scenes of violence can be enacted without condign punishment.
By a law higher than man's the " wages of sin is death," and it will be
vain for the people of Mississippi to look for the advancement of their

State to that position in the ranks of wealth, influence, and reputation
which those who love her would desire to see her occupy, until the
spirit of law shall be strengthened and assert itself over the " dangerous
classes,"' who have brought disrepute upon her good name.
We are glad, in this connection, to express our sincere and profound

conviction that under the present State administration and government
of ]\lississip[)i all the elements for the needed reforms exist and will be
developed, so that a remedy for every wrong will be surely found in

laws ordained and administered in a si)irit of benevolence and justice to

all classes within the borders of the State.

A vast majority of the people of Mississippi have every element that
constitutes a good Ajuerican citizen. They are law-abiding, peacefiil,

and industrious, and tiiey have every impulse in favor of justice, peace,

and order, ami all they now need is the kindly sympathy- of their fellow-

citizens in other States in the great distress which war and a totally

revolutionized condition of their social and labor systems, coupled with

gross maladministration of their State affairs, has brought upon them.
They ha\e been tiie victims of a misrule which they sought iu vain

to avoid or remedy.
In simple justice we ask, should the white masses of Mississippi be

held responsible for the results of bad government, against which they
have petitioned and protested iu vain for years if Is it just to hold those

responsible from whom all power tias been withheld ? The requisite

means are always necessary for the desired end. In all the centuries
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the flemand that the children of Israel should make bricks without straw

has been cited as an illustration of tyrannical injustice ; but is it not
equally and even more unjust to demand of the white people of Missis-

sippi the results of good government, when bad government has been
fastened on them against their best efforts t.o prevent it, their entreaties,

and their prayers ?

Let them fully and fairly test their present opportunity to produce
peace and order and prosperity by exercising their faculties for self-

government.
The evils that have been enacted they were not justly responsible

for, and their sufferings should call for sympathy, and not denunciation.

Why should not this portion of our fellow-countrymen be made to feel

that they have the rights as well as the responsibilities of that local

self-government which is so freely enjoyed and jealously guarded by
their fellow-citizens of the Xortheru States ?

Is it consistent with justice, wisdom, or expediency to put the stigma
of inferiority upon any State of the Union, by asserting a power and
right to make inquisition in her management of those domestic and
internal affairs which by the express terms of the Constitution, and by
common consent and practice, are reserved to other States, who are

never questioned in their control over them ?

Xo attempt seems to have been omitted to bring the white people of

Mississippi into ill-repute with their fellow-citizens of the North.

What, it may be asked, have the flags used at a political celebration

to do with infractions of the Fifteenth Amendment ? Yet the following

testimony will exhibit the intent to create sectional prejudice against

them, (see testimony of John T. Harrington, at page 233 :)

NO AMERICAN FLAG, BUT TWO HUNDRED OTHERS.

By Mr. Boutwell :

Q. Were you at the West Point meeting of the democrats, two or three days before

the electiou ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you see the flags exhibited there ?—A. I think I saw two hundred flags, but
no United States flag.

Q. What were they ?—A. There were some very nearly—I cannot say if just exactly

—like the confederate flag, and all sorts, shaking and waving. But I saio no United

States flag. At the West Point meeting, up and down the streets on both sides, for

nearly a quarter of a mile, over both sides of the street, thirty or forty feet high, on
the tops of the buildings.

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. Did you -walk along the whole of that street ?—A. No, sir.

Q. Where were you ?—A. I was at my office, and went from my office to the hotel

•where the district attorney was.

Q. Did you pass by and along this row of flags ?—A. Well, I could see up the street.

Q. How far could you see '? I think you said you had ophthalmia, or something,

which prevented you'seeing very far f—A. O, I couhl see. I cannot discriminate feat-

ures half across the street. I could see these bars and colors.

Q. Did you see confederate flags at that meeting ?—A. No, sir ; I said flags resem-

bling. They might have been like them. I do not know how many of these stripes

they had on them. I do not know that they were full confederate fla^^s. I know about
the various colors, and from the appearance of confederate flags which I have seen.

Q. Was there no United States flag, then ?—A. I did not see any. I seen the partic-

ular ones. I think those on the court-house, if any. United States flags.

Q. Did you walk along the entire line of the street where those flags were? ?—A.

I did not walk along the entire liue ; I think near the lower corner, and looked up.

Q. That was the meeting at West Point ']—A. Yes, sir.

Q. When ?—A. The Thursday before the electiou, I think. The election was the
Tuesday following.

The answer to this miserable slander is to be found on page 253, in the

testimony of Mr. E. H. Shotwell

:

Q. Harrington stated here that there were no United States flags exhibited on the
day of the celebration. What have you to say about that ?

S Rep 527 Tii
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The Chairman. He did not state that.

Q. In ordt-r that we may know the facts, you may state what yon discovered there.

I tliought that he stated that there was no United States flag, and he did say thai there
were flags that were very like confederate flags ; and he left the impression, as I nn-
derstand, and meant to leave the impression, that there were no United States dags.

—

A. The flags he snpposed to he confederate flags werejnst flags of red calico and white
bleached domestic, which were hung by a Frenchman in onr town after the style, as he
said, of ornamenting the streets in Paris on public days; and he made a beautiful dis-

play of white calico and red calico, but the stores and all the public buildbifjs tcere orna-

viented ivith United States flags—Jive hundred of them, I reckon—and a long procession of
horsemen, and rerij many of them had United Slates fags attached to their horses^ heads, and
the children all over town had little fags and were at the windows and doors saluting the
procession as it passed by. It would look rather bad to let that go without a refuta-

tion.

Mr. Harrington also stated something in regard to a speech by Mr. Barry. I heard
that speech, and no such langiiage was used by Lim as was attributed. All the addresses
made to the negroes were of the most conciliatory character. The negroes were treated
with the greatest degree of kindness by every man. so far as my knowledge goes. 1

believe hundreds of these men who came here would testify that they were not in-

timidated.

The character of the witness ELarriiigton is thus given by Mr. Shot-

well at page 249

:

He is now under bond. This brother of his (.J. T. Harrington) who testilied hero, I

can show by any quantity of witnesses that he is a man of notorionsly bad character

;

that he has bren indicted for horse-stealing and for kidnapping negroes— not indicted

for kidnaiijiing negroes, bnt he had been charged with it, and a white man and a
negro caught him at it. That was during the war. After the war he brought a suit

for damages against one Anderson IJeam for 820,000 damages, for making those charges
against him, and the suit was finally dismissed by J. T. Harrington at his own expense.

As to that Harrington, I can bring fifty or a hundred men, if necessary, here.

By the Chaiumax:
State nhat you know of your own knowledge.—A. I am stating as to his character of

my own knowledge. I am just s]>eakiiig of the ciiaracter of the man.

By Mr. Bavard :

Q. Of his reputation in the community .'—A. Yes. sir ; the general bad character of

the man > that he is regarded as a horse-thief. I have no doubt I can ])roduce wit-

nesses who would testify, any number of them, that they would not believe him on
oath—^0 or 100 men. I can name the party that caught him trying to kidnap a negro
—William Xixon.

The report of the United States grand jury is also appended to the

evidence, (Part 6.)

In criticising this highly sensational document, it would seem rea.son-

abU' to ask it such a denunciation of the State could be made by the

nineteen republicans and one democrat who composed the grand jnry.

Why did they not iind indictments for the punishment of some of the

alleged crimes?
If they had a majority to denounce, why not to bring to justice ?

Its publication would seem to reflect upon the district attorney, whom
it affects to ju-aise; for if he had done his duty, the guilty would have

been presented for indictment.

It seems plain that this report was a partisan assault—a mere blast

of defamation against their ])olitical opponents—for no one can doubt

the indictments would have been found had the evidence warranted it.

The Tresident of the United States has caused to be annexed to his

message on South Carolina troubles the following letter of District-

. Attorney Walton, which shows how little responsibility the ''shameful

ailure of justice" belongs to the white people of Mississippi :

OxroRb, Miss., July 15, 1876.

Sir: T have the honor to submit herewith the report of th'? grand jnry lately in

Sfssio" here, together with the evidtnce on which it is based. This evideuc', you will

KC, pliiiiily required the jury to indict a great many persons fo' vicdationsof the elec
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tion-laws ; but, out of eighteen jurors, seven were found who refused to concur in any
such indictment. / learn, however, that all hut one of the jurors voted for this report. All
iut this one professed to belong to the republican party ; and some of those who finally

Toted against tlie eleven who were for the indictments were throughout the whole
session apparently the most reliable men we had to sustain the indictments, and the
most zealous in investigating the cases. This was particularly true of the man who wrote
this report, yet he finally went against all prosecutions, though we had conceived him
to be the most earnest, as he had certainly been the most active, man among us, in
bringing to justice, or at least in investigating the election cases.

I can only lament the shatneful failure of justice which has taken place, and I have
little doubt that it must and will give a most unbridled license to lawlessness at the
next State, if not at the next Federal, election.

I am, sir, your obedient servant,
THOMAS WALTON,

United States District Attorney.
Hon. Alpiioxso Taft,

Attorney-General.

In this connection it is proper to note that section 820 of the Eevised
Statutes of the United States provides as cause of disqualification and
challeneg of grand and petit juries in the courts of the United States,
'' having served in the rebellion, or given it aid or comfort, or to have
given, directly or indirectly, any assistance in money, arms, horses,
clothes, &c., anything ivliatever., for the use or benefit of any one Avhom
the giver knew to have been engaged in arms against the United
States," &(i.

This law was enacted in 1862, and although provisions for its repeal
have more than once passed the House of Representatives, yet by the
refusal of the Senate to concur still remains upon the statute, most un-
fortunately as we believe.

It works an absolute exclusion of nearly every native white citizen

in the Southern States from the United States juries.

In the selection by the United States marshal in Mississippi the juries

were almost exclusively composed of republicans, colored and white. (20
to 1, see Walton's letter.)

Attention is drawn to this, because the better classes of the white
citizens have been bitterly assailed and condemned because they have
not actively assisted in convicting offenders ; at the same time they
have not only been excluded from office, but not even allowed to sit

upon the juries.

We submit thesefacts to ilie consciences of our countrymen.
A letter from W. F. Tucker is also published, at the request, of the

chairman, directed to Mr. Frazee, the foreman of this grand jury to be
found at page 151 of the documentary evidence.

If Mr. Frazee believed this letter was intended to deter him from
doing his duty, his course and duty were plain. The letter should have
been handed to Judge Hill, who, by a bench-warrant, could have
brought Mr. Tucker to answer.
But the publication of the letter by Mr. Frazee proves that he did

not so construe it, and certainly that he derided it.

Whatever impropriety may be adjudged Mr. Tucker, it is his indi-

vidual sin, and should not be visited upon his innocent fellow-citizens.

Throughout the testimony much of the alleged intimidation was by
violent language, profanity, and vague and mysterious threats, which,
however improper and reprehensible, are, we regret to say, much too
common in every heated political canvass in almost every county in the
United States, and are not peculiar to the State of Mississippi. The
object of the introduction of such testimony could only be to create pre-

iudice, as it certainly could not have been intended as a basis for legisla-
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tion. There is not a State in the Union which is not assailable on simi-

lar grounds.
During the canvass, and in the midst of tliis growing feeling between

the races, Davenport, the colored county clerk at Vicksburgh, who has
been indicted for forgery of warrants, made a public speech, saying
" He would have a white wife from among the best families," which W.
F. Fitzgerald, republican, one of Ames's brigadiers, testified at page —

,

"Had more to do with creating excitement than anything else." lu a
community where the white people are largely outnumbered by the
blacks it is not surprising that deep resentment and excitement should
follow such declarations.

Wilkinson County ami Feliciana disorders.

This county was carried overwhelmingly for the republican ticket in

1875, and therefore no evidence impeaching the election was taken ; but
as it is situated in the southwest corner of the State, on the Louisiana
State line, on May 18 the honorable Senator from Indiana introduced

the following resolution, which was adopted :

h'esoJved, That tbe special coiuuiittee heretofore appointed by the Senate to investi-

gate the late election in Mississippi be iustrncted To investigate also the late alleged

killing of people and ontrages coumiitted near the Mississippi and Lonisiana line, and
on and near Bayon Tunica, and on Ked River ; and that for this purpose the committee
shall have all the power and authority conferred by the original resolution for their

appointment.

The witnesses summoned were from the parish of East Feliciana, in

Louisiana, and from Wilkinson County, Miss. The region embraced by
this county and parish is remote from routes of travel, and in Louisi-

ana the presence of Governor Kellogg's tax-collector, Col. Frank Powers,
heretofore mentioned in connection with Amite County, has caused law
and order to be little regarded,

W. H. Noble, the republican sheritf of Wilkinson, testified (see page
1G04) that negroes there in his custody admitted to him that Aaronson,
a white store-keeper over the Louisiana line, who had just moved into

the neighborhood, was murdered by a body of negroes who were pass-

ing his store in search of one Howell, another white man, who had bru-

tally assaulted a negro man the day before.

\Vhen Aaronson's murder by the negroes became known, the white
people, to the number of one hundred or more, visited the locality, and
arrested and hung two negroes, who confessed their murder ofAaronson.
The aflair created great excitement, and the two races commenced

organizing and arming themselves.

Reports of the armed organization of the negroes were rife, and their

intended destruction of the wiiite people.

Sheriff Koble summoned an armed ])osse, at the head of which he
placed himself, and his command in three columns moved toward the

western side of the county, where the negroes were reported to be
massed and armed.
One of these companies, at the plantation of Sheppard, came in con-

flict with some armed blacks, in which encounter six negroes were shot

and two white men.
At page 1C02 Sheriff Xoble testifies:

A IIGUT WITH COLORKD MKX.

In the mean time when I had left this place, Donegal, I had sent a squad out from
there along the Fort Adams road with Colonel Jackson at the head, as deputy sheriff.

I wanted to get across there to meet Colonel Jackson before he not to Fort Adams. As
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I was going across I heard some guns fired ; and before I could get up there, a tight

had taken place in the quarter with some colored men who had been armed ; or it

was, at least, right next to the quarter in the fork of the road. As soon as I got there,

I found (mt what was the matter—that they had met some armed colored men there,

and that these men had fired on them, and they had returned the fire and followed
after them; and they caught one of them, I think. I did not see him, though I heard
afterward that they had caught one and hung him.

I took command of that squad andweut across to this thickly-settled portion of the
county where the Shepard places were, where I understood that those negroes were
armed. Those colored men I had met were men from the Shepard place, where I had
heard this firing ; but when I had got up there the firing was over. I saw six negroes
that had been killed there in the fight.

Q. How many men were on the white men's side ?—A. I think there were forty.

Q. How many on the black men's side?—A. Over one hundred.

THE NEGROES 0P2X FIRE.

Q. Was there firing begun on the one side and returned on the other side?

—

A.
Yes, sir; I have got a prisoner now in jail, John Martin; he was the leader of tie
negroes.

Q. What does he say ?—A. He told me that when this squad first rode up, Colonel
Jackson at the head of them, that they waved their handkerchiefs at them. I think
Colonel Jackson first rode up there, and there was such a large crowd of negroes that
he was afraid to attack them, as they were all armed ; and he waved his handkerchief
at them, as this fellow, John Martin, says. The rest of the negroes say that John
Martin was the man that did it ; but he says that some other negro in the crowd,
thinking that Jackson was me, said, "That is Noble; shoot him; that is the God
damned son of a bitch that has gone back on us; shoot hiiu !

" and they fired; they
must have been two hundred yards off when they fired.

Q. Then the'tiring was returned?—A. Then the tiring was returned by these white
men, and they flanked this crowd of negroes; sent one party, who went away round
behind them, and the other party, who was in front of them, drove them right up

;

and the negroes ran, and the party in the rear just flanked them, and they had a tire

itpon both sides of them, and then they commenced to retreat.

Q. How many were killed in that collision ?—A. Only sis that I saw. I went round
there and looked all through the quarter.

Q. Who is this man John Martin ; how did you get him ?—A. He was captured at

Natchez ; he escaped in that fight.

Q. He has told you this ?—A. Yes, sir ; that is just simply, though, in corroboration

of what other witnesses said—Mr. Shepard, Mr. Patrick, and Mr, Leymau. Mr.
Leyman was owner of the store that they robbed—took the powder and shot from.

At page 1G36 is tlie deposition of J. H. Jones:

GENERAL WASTEFULNESS IN COUNTY EXPENDITURES.

Q. Had you the same system of wastefulness in other branches of expenditures in

your county ?—A. Yes, sir; these are fixcts that cannot be disputed. We had, for in-

stance, bridges built. I know in one instance |;1,500 were paid for building three

bridges, and I crossed those bridges after tliey were 1)uilt, and one consisted of only

four planks, a foot wide, thrown across a small stream ; and another one had eight

planks, and the other one not over twenty ; and they had nothing to do but just pat
the sills across and lay them on them.

Q. What was the value of those bridges .'—A. One hundred dollars would have cov-

ered the cost of building them.
Q. Would you have been willing to, replace them for that?—A. Certainly.

Q. What (iid they charge the county for thein ?—A. Fifteen hundred dollars. They
paid $126 a barrel for pork in county warrants for the jail. When the war euded we
had a debt of four, five, or six thousand dollars, and we have got a debt of no less than
sixty or seventy thousand dollars now.

These occurrences took place in the month of May last, when there

was no election at hand, and no occasion whatever for political excite-

ment. The county of Wilkinson had, as we have stated, entirely a

negro government, and the republican party held all the offices.

The character of such government is but a repetition of the same sad

story as we have related of other counties similarly governed. (See

IJage 1638, deposition of Mr. Jones.)
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STEALING STOCK A GREAT DRAWBACK TO THE PROSPERITY OF THE COUNTRY.

I would like to make some stateuieut of tlie conditiou of affairs that possibly brought
this matter about indirectly. Since the war it has been found utterly impossible in
our county—and in the South generally, for that matter, I suppose, but I speak of
what I know—to raise a hog or a beef. We have the finest imaginable stock-country
on the face of the globe. The cattle will take care of themselves all the year round,
and need no housing. Any negro can raise himself a few pigs with the culch and trash
that he gets from his cabin and the natural advantages of range, and there would be
no people better off than they, instead of having to mortgage their little crops and
paying thirty to forty dollars for a barrel of pork. But the thieves would not allow
it; they would steal a fat hog, it did not make any difference whose it was: and a
great many of the leading colored people joined us in this matter.

OFFENSES TRIED BEFORE JUSTICES THAT WOULD CURSE THE COUNTRY.

Under the laws nothing was grand larceny under $25, and there was scarcely a cow
that could be proved to be worth that sum. and when it was more than that the offense
was tried before a set of justices of the peace that would curse almost any country;
and to-day there are only two white men that are justices in our county, and the rest

of them are very ignorant negroes; and there is not one who can draw uj) a summons
properly. One of the white justices is an old raftsman, a very ignorant man. They
get their costs in criminal cases if they don't convict. For stealing a cow they will
iine a man $•') and costs, and sometimes they may go up to $10 if they thought they
could stand it. But sometimes they line a negro and give him four or six weeks in a
iail; but in winter that is no punishment for him, where he is fed and kept warm.

LAW FAILED TO CHECK THE STEALING—THE CLUBS ORGANIZED TO STOP THEFT.

In Other words, the law ha^l wholly failed to check this stealing, and the people were
getting completely dispirited about it. Every legitimate means was employed with-
out avail, and it was determinetl to put it down ; and clubs were formed, some three
or four in the county, for the purpose of protecting parties from this thieving; and it

was determined when they caught a negro, and could prove it on him, to punish him
by whipping.
One of the clubs I know bad at the time of this outbreak thirty or forty men in it,

and there had not been an ox or a cow or any stock of any kind stolen in the neigh-
borhood for six months, and all the negroes now have their hogs. I know the colored m^n
in my neighborhood joined very heartily in it, and in other neighborhoods also. But
those who it seems were losing their occupation by this rigiil mode of putting down
the stealing began to raise discontent; and on oue occasion, about three months
before this, they went so far as to positively forbid the formation of a club—the white
men's club, as they called it. We called them the " honest men's clubs." They met a
second time two weeks afterwards, and I went down and was invited to address the
club. I found some thirty or tbrty gentlemen there unarmed; and about forty or

fifty negroes met at this place, and thirty of them with their shot-guns, as they had
done on previous occasions.

NEGROES Would noi join the ci,un and were insulting.

I gave them a lecture and told them it was improper for them to be coming there

with arms in their hands to interfere with white people's meetings, and that the white
people were not armed; and we invited them to join us, but they refused, and were
very insulting. We told them we were going to have a club there, and if they inter-

fered with us, and molested the colored men who were willing to join it, it would be
at their peril. Some white men went down afterwards and did form one.

I suppose this sudden outl)urst was caused by the dissatisfaction at the formation
of those clubs and the braking up of this thieving. I do not say that I believe it was
premeditated at the time to bring on a fight ; it was entirely unexpected to us, and
like an explosion, and there was none of the pruminetit repul)licaus in the couuty who
took part in it at all in any way. That is about all I know of the facts.

What these disorders, tragical and sliauieful as they are, bave to do
with the fifteenth ameudmeut and the "rio;ht to vote," does not appear
to the minds of the undersigned. That they exhibit a condition of

things impossible under a decent government of laws, no oue will deny;
and upon territory under the control of William P. Kellogg, governor
so called) of Louisiana, they were certainly committed.
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The majority of the citizens of Louisiana, in 1872, voted to elect John
McEnery their governor, and the ballots still in existence, as well known
to the Senate, exhibit a majority of over 9,000 votes in his favor. But
the President of the United States, by the armed interposition of the
Federal power, overthrew the will of the people of Louisiana, and
installed Kellogg' and a kindred legislature in office and power.

llis government never had, nor deserved to receive, the respect of the
people, whose will, if allowed to be exerted, would have driven Kellogg
and his adherents like chaff out of their places.

That discontent and disorder should prevail, is not at all surprising,

and that Kellogg should aj^poiut Col. Frank Powers, a ruffian and a
brigand, to office, will astonish no one.

But we doubt whether any mind will be so utterly unjust as to hold
the white people of Louisiana or Mississippi responsible for the outrages
caused or encouraged by Kellogg's appointees, or the disregard of law,
decency, and order, in all of which Kellogg himself is pre-emineu t.

COEECINa EMPLOYES TO VOTE.

Throughout the investigation the inquiry was frequently made by the
majority whether there had not been intimidation practiced bj' threat-

ening to discharge men from employment if they did not vote in com-
pliance with their employers' wishes, and in many cases such facts were
proven.
However important it may appear to the undersigned that the moral

and intellectual independence of the individual voter should be re-

spected, and that no methods of coercion should be used to influence

the free exercise of suffrage, yet in the face of the admitted and almost
general violation of these sound and just propositions by public and pri-

vate employers in all sections of the Union, it would seem scarcely
credible that it should be proposed to select Mississippi as the one
State for the application aiul enforcement of a rule which is disre-

garded everywhere else, by alleging violations of the fifteenth amend-
ment.
Thus lately the republicans in the Stat<i of iTew Hampshire, by a

formal address of the legislature, approved by the governor, made a
clean sweep of their democratic opponents, on the sole account of politi-

cal opinion.

In House Mis. Doc. No. 65, present session, the testimony taken in

the contested election of Piatt vs. Goode, at page 254, will be found the
deposition of Jesse Mahouey, a ship-carpenter in the Government em-
ploy in the Portsmouth (Va.) navy-yard.

Deposition of Jesse Mahoney.

Jesse Mahoney, a wituess of lawful age, being duly sworn, deposes and says as fol-

lows :

By John Goode, Jr, :

Quostiou 1. State age, residence, and occupation.—Answer. Age, forty-four years
;

residence, Second ward, Portsmouth, at present ; occupation, ship-carpenter, first-

class.

Q. 2. Are yon employed in the navy-yard ?—A. I am not, at present.

Q. o. When were you last employed there, and when were yon discharged 1—On the
4th of August, 1874, and discharged on the 11th of November, 1S74.

Q. 4. State how you procured your employment on the 4th day of August, 1874 ;

what steps were taken by yon to procure it ; whether you had any conversation with
Hon. James H. Piatt, jr., on the subject ; and, if so, all that was said.—A. In May last,

1874, I went to see Mr. William Smith, foreman of shipwriglits in the navy-yard, to

give me work. He told me he would do what he' could, and then I went over to Nor-
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folk about the middle of May, 1874, and seen Mr. James Piatt, and asked him would
he give me employment in the yard. He then told me to get a letter from the executive
committee, and indorsed by the chairman, send it to him to Washington, and he would
pnt me to work.
Q. 5. Did yon get the letter from the republican executive committee or any member

tbf^reof ?—A. I did not.

Q. 6. Did you make application for it ?—A. I did, to the chairman of the committee,
James H. Clements.
Q. 7. When did you make application to Mr. Clements ?—A. Oq several occasions.

y. 8. What did he say ?—A. He told me he would do all he could to get me in.

Q. 9. Has anything else occurred, besides what you have stated, to make the im-
pression upon you that in order to procure employment in the navy-yard, it would be
necessary to get the indorsement of leading meu or officials belonging to the repub-
lican party ?—A. It was, in March, 1873. I was at work in Norfolk ; knowing tliat I

could not work in the yard without affiliating with the republicau party, I came over
here. I see Mr. James H. Clements to give me work in the yard, that I would support
their party, which I did up to November election, 1874 ; then I supported Mr. Goode.

Q. 10. State whether or not you voted with the republican party in the spring elec-

tion of 1873, and if so, what induced you to do it?—A. I did vote with them—for my
bread and meat, and not from principle.

Q. 11. Coufd you have procured employment in the navy-yard in 1873 or 1874 with-
out a promise, either expressed or implied, that you would support the candidates of
the republican party ?—A. I could not.

Q. 12. How were the men generally employed in the navy-yard—upon whose recom-
mendation !—A. By the republican committee, so far as I know.
Q. 13. Did the officials in the navy-yard, as a general thing, employ any workmen

without the indorsement of the republican executive committee?—A. They had to be
indorsed by the republican executive committee.

Q. 14. You have stated that you voted for me in the November election ; state, ac-

cording to the best of your knowledge, iuformation, and l)elief, whether tha":- vote had
anvthing to do with vour discharge from the navy-yard ou the 11th of November,
1874 ?—A. I believe it did.

Q. 15. Have you heard anything on that subject from any official in the navy-yard ?

If so, state it.—A. Not officially. I was challenged by one of the bosses by the name of
Patrick McDonough ; he came under the ship's bottom, where I was at work ; says to

me, "Jess, I am told yon voted the conservative ticket."' " Pat, I did vote the con-
servative ticket, for the Hon. 3Ir. John Goode." He says. " I understand that you got
whipped by the conservatives."' I told him, no, that I did not. It was some prejudice

that existed a long time that got me hit.

Q. 16. Was any pecuniary assessment made upon you, as an employ^ in the navy-
yard, or did you pay any money without assessment for Mr. Piatt's election purposes,

during the last congrest>ioual campaign? If so, state fully all you know about it.—A.

I had a written circular passed to^ me with the request for a day"s pay. In that circu-

lar I saw where the bosses had to'pay 8'iO, the qnartermen $10, the eighthmen §5, first-

class mechanics $3 20, second-class 8"3 : and about the 19rh of October, 1874, I went to

Mr. Smith about this pay. Itohl him that I w.as in here only a short time ; that I was v
only able to pay §2. He told me that would not do; he wanted the whole; that he
was tired of it.

Q. 17. How much money did yon pay ?—A. I give him 82.

Q. 18. Who is the Mr. Smith to whom you have referred?—A. William F. Smith,
foreman, or the boss of the shipwrights, under whom I worked.

Q. 19. Did you pay that money willingly or not ?—A. I did not pay it willingly.

Q. 20. What, then, induced you to pay it ?—A. Thinking it would give me a longer

job.

Q. 21. Was it or not generally understood, so far as yon know, among the men em-
ployed in the navy-yard, that if they failed to meet the assessment made upon them it

would result in their discharge or deprive them of a job ?—A. As a general thing they
thought it best to pay it, in my o]iinion.

Q. 22. Was it, or not, generally understood, among the men employed in the navy-
yard during the late congressional campaign, that they would be expected to vote for

Mr. Piatt, and that if they failed to do so they would incur the hostility of those who
controlled the patronage iu the navy-yard?—A. It was, in my opinion.

Q. 23. How many meu were employed in the navy-yard daring the time yon were
there, from the 4th of August to the Uth Novemlier. 1874, according to your knowl-
edge, information, and belief?—A. To my belief, iu the construction department there

was two hundred men on the ship-carpenter's roll. Some were put there as mechanics
who were not. There was about for hundred laborers during the month of October iu

that department, two hundred more than w.as needed, to the best of my judgment.
There was some imported from Isle of Wight ami worked on the ship-carpenters roll

who wore no ship-carpeutcrs—one from Isld of Wight and one from Williamsburgh ;
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one from Isle of Wight named Juba Gordon, (eolored.) There must have been in the
whole yard in the neighborhood of 1,700 men, in my opinion; to the best of my judg-
ment.

Q. 24. You have stated that men were brought there and put on the ship-carpenters'
roll who were not carpenters. What did those men do ; in what kind of work were
they engaged, and how did they spend their time ?—A. They spent their time " down
east "—down in the privy. Down east, we call it.

Q. 25. Did you ever see those men carrying old lumber or iron about the yard as if

to keep up a show of employment ?—A. I have seen a gang of men taking deck plank
and pile it from one place to another to keep themselves employed.

Q. 26. Was that large number of men employed there during those months necessary
or not, for the legitimate purposes of the Government, in the navy-yard ?—A. I think
not.

Q. 27. Did you attend a republican meeting held at Temperance Hall, in Portsmouth,
a night or two previous to the election ?—A. I did ; the night before the election.

Q. 28. Who presided over that meeting ?—A. James H. Clements.
Q. 29. Does Mr. James H. Clements hold any Federal appointment in Portsmouth ?

—

A. He does. He is postmaster, and has been for some years past.

Q. 30. Did you hear any instructions given at that meeting by Mr. Clements the chair-
man, or by any one else, as to how the voters should receive their tickets on election-
day ; how they should hold them, and how they should deposit them in the ballot-box ?

If so, state what they were fully.—A. Mr. Clements told them he did not want " no
backing out," and " no lagging" the vigilance committee. One must hold the tickets,

and only give the ticket to the man that was going to vote. The voter must hold it

in his hand so it can be seen when he deposited it, so the vigilance committee-man can
see him deposit it : when he deposited it right, he was to be tallied.

Q. 31. Was any proclamation made or notice given of the names of the committee-
men from whom the voters should receive their tickets?—A. Not that I know of. It

was late when I got in, and the A'oting was all through with.
Q. 32. Where did you vote on the day of election ?—A. I voted in the Second ward.

To the same effect are the depositions of William W. Bain, p. 23-4
; of

George W. Glover, p. 266; of Joseph Bronghton, p. 283; of Francis
Buss, p. 309; but it is unnecessary to multiply illustrations of what
every man in the country knows is the invariable practice in all the
executive departments of the Government—uever to such an extent as

under the present administration.
In the investigation of the New York custom-house in 1872, it was

proved that ofiflcial positions were frequently the price of partisan serv-

ices. (Vol. iii, p. 608.)

By Mr. Howe :

Q. Now, what efforts have General Arthur, or Mr. Cornell, or Mr. Laflia, or Mr. Dar-
ling made to control the political action of their subordinates '?—A. The only special

knowledge I have on that subject is that every single one of iheir siihordinates has to act in

a certain political way. There are a few men there who I know are forced, in order to keep

their places, to do just exactly contrary to what they believe to be right.

Q. Now, who are those ?—A. I do not propose to tell them if I can help it, because
every one of them would be turned out of office. (Examination of General Gdorge W.
Palmer.)

At page 702, same volume, deposition of James L. Hastie :

Q. What was the offer made by Mr. Murphy's agent to you ? Just repeat the offer

made by him in case you would leave your place upon the ticket and allow Mr. E. D.
Morgan to go to the convention in your stead.—A. That I could take a sheet of tvhite

paper and write my own terms for myself and friends in the district. Any positions that I
would choose to select would be given.

Q. Positions iu the United States service in the custom-house ?—A. In the United
States service for myself and my friends. Take a sheet of paper, and write out my own
selections.

The individuals who were interrogated by the present committee were,
however, only Mississippians, into whose private and personal dealings
with their emjijoyes an inquisition was made, which we do not believe

would have been attempted or tolerated in the State of Massachusetts
or any other State, where the right of local self-government is acknowl-
edged and is suffered to exist.
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However opeQ to reprobatioa such attempts at coercion of opinion
may be, no one can suppose it is within the power of Congress to inter-

fere, excepting by the control vested in each house respectively over its

own membership.

SOCIAL OSTRACISM.

Testimony was taken to prove the unwillingness of the southern
white people to associate intimately with many of the witnesses.

Judging from the account given of themselves by those who made this

complaint, the undersigned are disposed to coincide with the parties
complained of, and do not believe that in the IS'orthern States the social

standing of these witnesses could be very high, or intimacy with them'
generally desired. But it does seem to us absurd to suggest the regu-
lation of private intimacies and associations by act of Congress. His-
tory has been read in vain if the folly and futility of all such attempts
be not admitted. Time, the great healer of grief, may steep in oblivion

the memory of the great losses with which the people of the South have
in the providence of God been visited. But the wounds are too recent
not to be touched gently. The members of many a household in Mis-
sissippi are clad in the garb of woe, and mothers, sisters, and wives
are pale witli sorrows that will not cease until the union with their loved
and lost shall come with the end of their earthly troublCvS.

Into these associations a stranger may not intrude; a man of feeling

would not if he could, and an unfeeling man should be repelled.

The fireside of a citizen, however humble, is a domain which neither

congressional committees nor any one else has a right to enter unbidden
by its owner. Xothing in the letter or spirit, the theory or practice of

American government, even suggests such a jurisdiction, and we thus
dismiss the subject.

INTERFERENCE BY FEDERAL AUTHORITY

in the State elections and internal aftairs of the State has, since the
close of the war, frequently taken place, and never without deplorable
and disastrous results ; and, on the other hand, the applications of

minorities, defeated by the poi)ular vote, to be nevertheless installed

in office, has never been denied by the Federal authorities without such
denial being followed by beneficent results.

Such interference has always been followed (and verj" naturallj') by
local discontent and disorder, as in the case of Louisiana and Alabama,
while Tennessee, Virginia, North Carolina, Georgia, Texas, and Arkan-
sas, are living proofs in their increased prosperity and tranquility, of

the wisdom of non-interference.

THE PROBLEM OF RACE

Will continue to be of the deepest interest to the people of this nation
;

and it is not the duty or purpose of the undersigned to do more at pres-

ent than recognize its existence and refer to its solution as a matter of

great difficulty. Suffice it to say, that tlie relations of the African to

tlie white races in the United States do not stand alone for considera-

tion : but on our Pacific coast the dark shadow of aUf Asiatic horde
hangs lowering over the white population, and has aroused their gravest
a])]n'ehensions.

T!ie African race is now admitted fully to the rights of American
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citizeusliip. Uader the fifteenth amendment all power to discrhninate
as to the right to vote "on account of race" is inhibited to the States
and to the United States.

Thus, between the admission of the Mongolians to the privilege of
suffrage, there now stands but the frail barrier of a single word of the
naturalization laws to be added or subtracted at the will of a bare ma-
jority in Cougress, which can close or open to the teeming oriental

populations unobstructed opportunity, by their mere numbers, to con-
trol our elections, and our Governments, State and Federal.
The vastuess and gravity of the subject will not admit of further dis-

cussion in this report.

A few remarks upon the condition of Mississippi in June, 187G, will

conclude this report.

A rapid journey by railway brought the committee to the town of
Jackson, the capital of the State. The examination of witnesses, who
were all ready and in attendance, having been summoned in advauce by
telegraph from Washington, commenced on the day of our arrival and
continued all day and every day from June 9 to June 27, when, by
traveling all night, we reached the little village of Aberdeen, in

Monroe County, and, after three days of close labor there, returned to

Washington. No act of a turbulent or disorderly nature was witnessed
by the committee, and no signs of enmity or incivility were exhibited;
but on the contrary, courtesy and respect were on all hands extended
to the committee.
The poverty of the people was apparent in their garb, the appearance

of their houses, and the marked absence of good and comfortable
vehicles.

The want of horses or equipages for ordinary- pleasure was frankly
stated to the undersigned by sundry gentlemen, who regretted their in-

ability to allow us to see the surrounding country, simply because they
and their families were too poor to indulge in the pleasure of a drive.

Large numbers of ladies in Mississippi, delicately nurtured and care-

fully educated, are compelled to perform the drudgery of their house-
holds unaided by domestic servants.

This great change in their mode of life and fortunes induces them to

conceal their wants from a stranger's eye, and frequently forbids that
open-handed hospitality once so characteristic of southern households.
The only exhibition of pleasure-seeking witnessed, v,as by the colored

people, whose processions passed the committee-room, and whose holi-

day excursions by railway started from the depot opposite.

The only cannon-sound was from their republican ratification meeting,
and theirs was the only music heard by us in Mississippi.

The poverty of the colored people also was often painfully apparent
in the groups of witnesses who clustered upon the long galleries,

wretched in appearance and miserably clad, giving to the hotel the ap-

ance of a county alms-house.
The reformation in the legislation and administration of Mississippi

by the party in control .since January, 1870, has thus been important
and marked with great benefits to the entire community.
The judiciary has been purified and elevated by the appointment of

men learned in the law and irreproachable in character to the bench.
The far-reaching and beneficent influences of this single reform can
scarcely be overstated, and the blessing to fiow to all classes of soaiety

and all races of men in the pure and equal administration of public

justice may be now hopefully looked for.

The Hon. John A. C. Watson, a citizen of the highest reputation,
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both as a lawyer and a man, testified on this subject as follows : At
page 1013.

Q. Speaking irrespective of party in the State, what was the effect upon public
opinion of the course of administration which you have here detailed as to the growth
of confidence or dissatisfaction therein ?—A. It created great discontent and dissatis-

faction. Many of the republican party became as violent opponents of Governor Ames
as the democrats were or ever had been.

Q. I would ask you what, in your judgment as a citizen of the State and a close ob-
server of the affairs of the State, was the effect of the discord in the dominant party in

the election in 1875?— A. I think the split in the party contributed more to the over-
throw of Ames thau any other single cause. And in this way: the negroes hearing
their own men abusing each other, seemed to be bewildered.

I traveled over the State a good deal during the last canvass. I addressed the peo-
ple at this place, (Jackson,) and I addressed them at Canton, at Winona, at Oxford,
Taylor's Depot, Hernando, Senatobia, and some other places, besides in Marshall
County, and had a good deal of intercourse with the people.

Q. With both parties ?—A. Yes, and I noticed a very great change in the negroes.
Beibre, they had been unwilling to hear any but their own speakers, and seemed to
have no confidence in anybody else. Last fall, long before the election, they were com-
ing out to hear the democratic speakers. They were conversing with democrats, and
before the day of election a good many had openly avowed themselves democrats. In
my county and in others, of which I heard, a great many had joined clubs, and I noticed,
frequently, one or two who would first go and hear; then they would converse with
me, and their change was as gradual and slow as it well could have been. Finally they
would avow themselves democrats and become more enthusiastic than anj'bodj' else.

Such changes were usual throughout the State before the day of the election, and I

heard many of them say, "Well, we have made nothing yet by the republican party
;

they have done us no good, and I reckon it is ])ossibly best to have a change. We will

trv it." I don't pretend to give their exact language, but the substance of what many
said.

i}. Since the election have you observed the sentiments and feelings of the colored
population in regard to this change of administration?—A. I think there has been
more of contentment, and ([uiet, and satisfaction among the negroes since the last elec-

tion than has before existed in the State since reconstruction.

Q. Excluding yourself, of course, what is your estimate of the present state of judi-
ciary, Itoth as to the chancery, circuit court, and the supreme court ?—A. I regard the
improvement as very great—very great.

Q. Have the oflices of chancellor been refilled?—A. Yes.

Q. And the circuit judges also refilled ?—A. Yes.

Q. From what class of men. as to legal attainment and character, have these ap-
])ointmeuts been drawn ?—A. They have been made from a class of lawyers who had
the conlidence of the people and who were competent to fill the places. The supreme
court bench, with Simrall, a])i»oiuted by Alcorn, and Campbell, and Chalmers, ap-
]>ointed by our ])resont governor, (Governor Stone, in point of capacity, integrity, and
character, is ecjual to any court in the Union, and there are not more than one or two
chancellors or circuit judges that I, myself, as governor, would not have appointed.

Q. Are you aware that the charge had been made that the late election in 1875 was
carried by a general system of intimidation and violence on the part of the democratic
party toward their political opponents in this State ? I will ask you now, what is your
knowledge and your

,
judgment as to the truth or falsity of that statement?—A. Well,

so far as mypersonal knowledge goes, I never witnessed anything approaching intimi-

dation by the whites. Cases of intimidation of colored \()ter8 by colored voters did
come under my obsL-rvation. There has always been something of that, but much less

of it in the last election than jueviously. A better class of men, as a general thing.
were anti-radical candidates last fall, and a more orderly or fairer election was never
held, so far as it came under my observation.

Judge Campbell of the supreme court, at page 930, says:

Q. Has there been, as far as you know, since the election an acquiescence in the
change of atfairs in the State?—A. Entirely so; the most perfect quiet has reigned
throughout Mississippi.

Q. Any collision between the races since that, that yon are aware of, in your own
section of the country?—A. I have heanl none any whert- I remember, except on the
borders of Mississippi in Louisiana. This matter down here, that is known through
the instrumentality ofpapers ; I have heard of no disturbance

;
perfect quiet has reigned

throughout the State except that.

Q. State what has been since 1875 the effect of this change of administration ; if

there has been anj- efiect upon the happiness and prosperity of the people ?—A. It has
been most inspiring, decidedly inspiring, to the people.
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Q. Is that feeling coufined to one race exclusively ?—A. I am not able to speak about
the colored peoi)le. My associations with theiu are so very limited that I cannot say,
sir. Jly professional duties before uiy appointment to the bench, and my judicial du-
ties since, have so engrossed mj' time tJiat really I cannot express an opiuiou, even
about the sentiments of colored men in the State.

Q. Has there been, to your knowledge, a visible improvement in the prosperity and
condition in the State since the change of administration ?—A. There is no question
about that, I think, sir. The prospect for industrial success is decidedly better than it

has been. There are much higher hopes in the bosoms of the white people, and, so far
as I can ascertain or judge from every appearance, perfect contentment, quietude, and
satisfaction among the colored people.
The truth is that the colored people were being incited by pestiferous vagabonds who

waited to stir them up for purposes of their own against the whites. Ancl they would
have moved along in their sphere contentedly and quietly, depending on the white
people, trusting in them, and treated with kindness by them, but they were stirred up
and hopes were created in their bosoms which could not be realized. And there are
ambitious men among them, who, catcliiug their inspiration from their leaders, unde'r-

took to jjermeate the whole race with it, and spreading it abroad inciting them and in-

ducing a feeling, when there would have been no such feeling; all would have been
satisfactory between the whites and blacks had it not been for the interference of these
persons who undertook to use the negroes for their own purposes.
And I will state further that the negroes would have fared just as well and better

without any interference at the hands of the mass of the white people, who have far

more consideration and kindness for them than these men who make loud pretense of
their devotion to them for mere political purposes.

I know the negro race well ; I was born and reared among them, and have nothing
in the world but the kindest feelings for them ; and in my private life and in public
life, as they will all testify who have been brought within my influence, I have treated
them with great consideration. When on the bench, where they had against them the
natural prejudice unhappily existing to a great extent in the minds of their late mas-
ters against the newlj- enfranchised race, I was anxious to secure them from injustice

from white jurors, even more so than if they had been white people. I have always
bad only feelings of the utmost kindness toward them, and have now.

I am prepared to assert that they have done wonderfully well under the circum-
stances, and would have done far better but for the interference of politicians who
stir them up and use them for their own benefit. They have been badly taught and
misled and been used as mere puppets to a large extent.

The reduction of expenses by the last legislature was positive and
highly satisfactory to all tax-payers.
The condition of public schools is in the main satisfactory, and the

provision for their maintenance has been increased by the appropria-

t'on of certain license fees and fines to their support. Cnder the act

of 1876, the democratic legislature j)rovided that the public shools should
be kept open five mouths in the year instead of four months as had
been before provided. The constitution guarantees free schools. (See
page 477, deposition of E. Barksdale.)

On this subject the following extract from the Associated Press
report is pertinent and interesting

:

The Peabody School Fuxd.—On Friray last the trustees of the Peabody fund
for aiding the public schools at the South held a meeting at the Greenbrier White
Sulphur Springs, at which the report made by Dr. Sears of his last year's work was
discussed. From this report we learn that Dr. Sears disbursed from the fund under his

charge but a small amount to South Carolina, Florida, and Louisiana, because those
States do not foster public education. In South Carolina and Louisiana the republi-
cans have had possession of the government for years past. In Florida the democrats
have only recently had any chance of carrying the State. Yet in these three States,

where the white friends of the colored people have everything their own way, the
school funds have been squandered and dissipated and the school-houses closed. What
wonder, then, is it that Mr. George Peabody Russell, who joined in the discussion of the
Sears report, gave it as his opinion, from pCTsonal and recent observation, " that nothing
could be expected from those States in the way of advancing their educational inter-

ests until there was a change in their State governments."

By amendatory criminal legislation the live-stock of the farmers
has been protected, and the lawless and indiscriminate slaughter of

breeding-animals has been made highly penal, so that this year much
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TESTIMONY.

^Vashingtox, D. C, April 27, 187G.

Adelbekt A]vies sworn and examined.

GOVERNOR AMES'S OFFICIAL RECORD.

By the Chairman :

Question. Please state your age and residence.—Answer. Age, 40;
residence, Katcbez, IMiss.

Q. Wbat oflicial relations, if any, have you held to the people or the
government of Missisippi ?—A. I have held the position of governor
from 1874 until last March.

Q. Previous to that time vhat relations, if any, did you hold to the
people of the State?—A. I represented them in the United States Sen-
ate for some four years.

Q. What position, if any, did you occupy in Mississippi during the
period of reconstruction ?—A. I was military governor and provisional
governor.

Q. How long did you occupy these positions in Mississippi ?— A. I

was military governor nearly a year, both the military commander and
provisional governor about a year and a half. That is, my entire terra

covered a year and a half.

Q. What knowledge, if any, have you of the events in Mississippi in

the year 1875, preceding the election ?—A. I was, from my position as
governor, thoroughly conversant with all events that transpired during
the election. I received numerous communictions from all parts of the

State, from the leading men, generally those of my own party—the re-

publican party—informing me of the state of affiiirs.

Q. Of what had actually taken place, or what they anticipated would
take place?—A. Of what had actually taken place and what was antici-

pated, judging b}' the spirit which prevailed in different sections. Of
course, there were anticipations of trouble before any serious events
occurred.

CLINTON AND YAZOO RIOTS.

Some two months previous to the election there was a very serious

disturbance in Clinton, Hinds County, which probably was one of the

first outbreaks. It was doubtless the event at that time. There were
other events which occurred some little time previous to that, of

the same character. I speak of this as having, as a matter of course,

a political bearing on the election.

Q. You may give to the committee such knowledge as you had per-

sonally and officially of these events.—A. My correspondence is not

here. I cannot very well give that, but I can procure it. It will take a

week or two perhaps for me to look over my i)apers and select that part

which relates purely to the electioji. I would be very glad to produce
it, if desired, or copies of it. One of the first and most important

1 MISS.
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events was tLe expulsion of the sheriff of Yazoo County from his county,
which occurred, I think, the tirst day of September.

Q. What was his name ?—A. A. T. Morgan. The disturbance oc-

curred at a i)olitical meeting. He was the speaker of the evening. He
asserts that his political opponents created the disturbance. One man
was killed and another wouuded, and he was compelled to flee for his

life, and has not since, I believe, returned to the county.

Some two or threp. weeks subsequent to that time (I may notice accu-

rate about the date) the Clinton riot occurred. There was a i)olitical

gathering, and 1 believe each side charged the other side with being the
cause of the disturbance there. Be that as it may, the effect of it was
to intimidate the republicans so that they abandoned the canvass sub-

stantially.

Sl]\nLAE, DISTURBANCES i:X OTHER COUNTIES.

Before the election, events occurred in nearly every large republican
county in the State, of this character.

In the counties bordering upon Alabama the ofScials anticipated an
influx of Alabamians. I believe that after the election they asserted

that these men did come into the State. They reported to me that there

was no fair election in those and adjacent counties. Of course, I know
of nothing personally except so far as my correspondence and my per-

sonal intercourse with the sheriffs and peace-olhcers of these counties

would indicate. 2\y ])ersonal knowledge is contined entirely to the im-

mediate locality where 1 was. Because of this state of affairs, and
alter (;onsultation with political fi lends, it was decided that it would be
impossible, under that emergency which then existed, to get the legis-

hiture together.

The intimidation was quite thorough in the various parts of the State.

1 know that in Hinds County the canvass was substantially abandoned;
the republican candidates and orators hesitated to undertake it, and
the general si)eakers abandoned the whole contest, to a very great ex-

tent, almost entirely.

THE president's ACTION.

In view of that state of affairs, I applied to the Presideiit of the
United States for the protection of the United States, which was not
granted. Subsequently the Attorney-General, 1 presume at the sug-

gestion of the President, sent an agent and two detectives, at mj'' re-

quest, it was suggested that some disinterested i)arties should be sent

to Mississippi—those who were not friends on the one side or the other

—

to ascertain the true state of the case. Mr. Chase was the agent sent.

He appeared ujiou the scene, and through his detectives ascertained
very thoroughly the condition of affairs there. I would suggest that his

official correspondence with the Attorney-General should be obtainet^l.

I think it was sent to the Attorney-General as private and confidential,

and it would be better, probably, to obtain the original documents than
for me to give my impressions or remembrance of what they were.

Q. xVt what date was Mr. Chase there ?—A. He was there probably
a month and a half previous to the election, and he remained there until

after the election.

Q. The election occurred when ?—A. I think on the first Tuesday after

the first Mojiday in November ; I think the 4th of November. I think

he was there about a month and a half; certainly a full m.onth. He can
give the condition of affairs there probably better than 1 can.

THE TREATY OF PEACE.

It was agreed in order that bloodshed might be avoided that there
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sbould be what was called a '' treaty of peace," to the effect that some
militia that I had orgtjuized should not be used unless they were called
for by peace-ofiicers to keep the peace.

Q. Who were the parties to this agreement '?—A. The chairma-n of
the democratic state executive committee, one J. Z. Geoi'ge, a promi-
nent citizen of the city of Jackson ; and, in fact, the leading man of
the democratic party in Mississippi was a party to it, that is, Mr. Barks-
dale, editor of the "Clarion," although he was not present at tiie con-
ference. It was the leading democratic gentlemen in the city of Jack-
son, and the leading men of the State, who represented the party
through its oliicial organization. The understanding was, that in

case the militia was not used they should maintain the peace at the
election and secure a fair election. I gave them credit for the capacity
so to do, and at the interview I was led to believe they would do it.

As to their capacity, of course there was no question.

Q. About what time did this agreement take effect—when was it

made?—A. I cannot give the date exactly just at jiresent.

Q. \Vas it in writing ?—A. Our interview was an oral interview.

The democracy had called a meeting of the citizens in various parts of
the State, rather adjacent to Jackson, to meet on a certain day; and
this understanding between Mr. George and his I'riends and myself was
re}iorted by him to this meeting, and they made a re]>oit of this under-
standing, which was submitted to me in writing and acquiesced in. I

think it was some three weeks before the election.

REPUBLICANS KEPORT DISTURBANCES.

The understanding was that there should be a fair election ; but the

republicans all over the State reported to me subsequent to that time
that there was still no oi)portunity for a fair electioa ; that they were
being intimidated constantly. Perhaps halt the time had exi)ired from
the time of the treaty of p'eace until the election before 1 was myself

convinced that the republicans of the State would have no opportunity
tor a fair election.

Q. (By Mr. Cameron.) Will you state generally what kind of intimida-

tions were used, so far as you can now recollect, and whether you know it

of your own knowledge or from otiticial communications':—A. 1 stated at

first that I could not very well tell you what was transpiring, of my own
personal knowledge. Of course noone attempted to intiundate me i)erson-

ally; no one came and made any threats to me; but the republicans through-

out the State were writing to me constantly, and coming to me con-

stantly, and making such representations ; that is, that they were
threatened to be driven off" the plantations ; they were threatened with

harm, with danger, if they persisted in voting the republi<!an ticket. I

can give you the names of any number of peoi)le in various parts of

the State who would give you detailed information in reference to the

disturbances and eveuts which took place at the timu ot our election,

and 1 can give you the letters that I have received.

condition of aeeairs in hinds county.

Q. (BytheCHAiRMAN.) Perhaps, as to the names, you had better prepare

a list. You can produce a list ot such names as you have ?—A. Yes, sir;

oi' course I can niyselt give only hearsay evidence, except as to what oc-

curred in the immediate vicinity. In Hinds Couny 1 know that the can-

vass was substantially abandoned; that men did not deem it safe to go out

and canvass. The ieeling was very bitter and very strong. Of course it

was purely political.

Q. In liinds County were any persons injured or maltreated in any
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•^a Y f—A. Tbe Cliutou riot occurred in niiitls County. Clinton is ten

miles west of Jackson.

Q. Did you visit Clinton during or after the riot ?—A. I did not.

Q. Did you have official letters or reports from any person in refer-

ence to that riot?—A. 1 had official communications from the sheriff of

the county.

Q. (By Mr. Bayard.) What is his name ?—A. W.H.Harney. There
were, I think, two white men killed and three or four colored men on the

day of tlie riot ; and subsequently there was one white man, to my knowl-

edge, killed; and there were quite a number of negroes killed during

the two or three days following.

Q. (By the Chairman.) As between the politica:! parties, how many
were killed on each sidef—A. I think there were two or three white men,
democrats, killed. All the rest were republicans. It is estimated vari-

ously as to the number of negroes killed. Some put it as high as twenty-

five or thirty. I think there can be no question but there were as many
as eight or ten negroes killed; but the reports at first were very unre-

liable, and there might not have been so many.
I saw a number of negroes who came in with their wounds. Tlieir

houses were visited at night, and for a week or two it was reported that

large numbers of negroes abandoned their houses and slept in the

swamps, in the woods, anvl in the cotton-fields for quite a period of time.

1 know the city of Jackson was almost literally filled with negroes,

who had abandoned their work on the plantations and tied there for

safety. We tbund it was difiicult to feed them, they were so numerous.

passes to negkoes by democratic committee.

My attention was sul)sequently called to certain passes, or safe-

guards, that had been given to some of these negroes who had come to

the city, by the chairman of the State democratic committee, and with

these passes they returned to their homes. They left the city at least

;

I do not know that they returned to their homes.
Q. Were these passes given to them after they arrived at Jackson in

order to let them go home?—A. Yes, sir. ]Sfeither the sheriff, nor the

peace-officers of the county, nor the executive ofiicers of the State were
able to give any protection at all.

Q. Do you know whether these passes were a protection ?—A. I do
not know personally.

Q. Do you know how they were regarded by the negroes?—A. They
were regarded as very full protections.

Q. (By Mr. McMillan.) Who were they given by ?—A. The chairman
of the State democratic committee, Mr. George. 1 saw some of the passes,

but 1 cannot remember their phraseology. I saw, probably, two or three

passes, and it was reported that others were given. This was in Septem-
ber ; tlie cotton wasjust out, and the labor of the hands was necessary in

the cotton-fields. There was such a reign of terror existing at the time
that the negroes had abandoned the plantations, »nd the planters who
had advanced money on the crop could not well afford to let all the

hands abandon their crops, which would go to destruction. I know
from hearsay that they made very strenuous etlbrts to have those col-

ored men who had abandoTied the plantations come back to work. I

was informed that, so far as it could be done, these means were resorted

to, of furnishing passes or giving the men this sort of security.

Q. (By the Chairman.) Have you any official information or trust-

worthy knowledge Irom other sourcesastothenumberof persons wounded
in the Clinton riot, or soon after?—A. >.'o, sir. I have heard numerous
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statements, and my conviction is that immediately after the event the
number reported injured was generally exaggerated. So in this matter
of the Clinton riot, 1 am prepared to take oif two-thirds of the number
first stated as killed, as I have already said ; that is thirty.

Q. You are speaking now of the number killed as being thirty ; I
asked you in reference to the number wounded ?—A. 1 do not know
bow many were wounded. I saw some myself. As a general thing,
they kept quiet and out of sight. There was a very great leeling of
intimidation, really of terror, existing, and these poor negroes were
disposed to avoid all places where they might be observed ; but many
did come into town, and a great many made their reports.

KEPORTED INTOIIDATIONS IN REPUBLICAN COUNTIES.

At the time of the election it was reported to me that in nearly every
large republican county of the State there were intimidation and vio-

lence; and in some instances a use of and a parade of armed men, and
the firing of guns was resorted to for the purpose of intimidating the
republican voters ; and the means used were completely successful. As
to the details of these events, I can give you the names of the officers

of the various counties, and of the people who were present at the time.
In some counties since the election, or on the night of the election,

republicans were driven away, and have not dared to return, or did
not dare to return for about a month. That was the case in one county,
particularly.

Q. What county was that?—A. Amite Count}', in the southern part
of the State, bordering on Louisiana. Then in such counties as Kemper
and Monroe, and other counties, there was no election held substantially.

One of the sheriffs had held oftice in Kemper County for the last twenty-
five years, more or less, and had been a very popular man. He was a
republican, however, and the sheriff, and he had to abandon all attempts
to keep the peace and hold an election.

Q. (By Mr. Bayard.) What was his name ?—A. W. W. Chisholm.

SECOND DAY.

Washington, March 2S, 1S7G.

Continuation of the examination of Adelbert Ames :

By the Chairman :

Q. Have you any further statement to make in reference to intimida-

tion in the canvass or at the election '/—A. I should like to read a i)art

of my annual message to the legislature, so far as it refers to this elec-

tion, to show the condition of the State, and what my official action was.

And then I would like to comment on certain parts of the message.

Q. Very well ; proceed in your own way.—A. This message bears date

January 4—the day the legislature met—and is addressed to the sen-

ate and house of representatives.

[Witness reads a portion of his message, as follows
:J

governor AilES'S MESSAGE.

State of Mississippi, Executive Office,
Jacknon, January 4, 1^376.

To the Senate and Rouse of Representatives

:

In the discharge of a duty, incuuibeut upon me, of giving yon information concern-

iug the cjnditiou and interests of the goverumeut and Slate, and the couditiou of the
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people, I call your attention to the late State election, and the events incident thereto,

as a subject whose magnitude and importance demands the wisest and calmest consid-

eration.

On the fourth day of September last a political meeting at Clinton, Hinds County,
Avas interfered with and dispersed by violence, which resulted in the death of a num-
ber of persons, and which was followed, subsequently, by the pursuit and shooting of

others, by armed men riding through the country. Impelled, through fear of violence,

men abandoned their homes aud tied by hundreds to this city for safety.

The fifth and following days of September found this city crowded with panic-

stricken fugitives, unconscious of otiense, imploring such assistance as would enable

them to return to their homes, and shield them in the peaceful pursuit of their labors.

"While a city full of refugees was one ilhistratiou of the violence aud the success of

lawlessness, another was to be found in the fact that a sheriirs ^josse, which was sent

to Clinton from this point, was headed by a Hag of truce.

At this juncture business was suspended, and disquiet or terror existed in the njinds

of all. The authority of the county was paralyzed. The sheritf reported his utter

helplessness to give the needed protection. It tlieii became the duty of the State gov-

ernment to furnish him the means to overcome and suppress the lawless bands, which,

for some purpose other than the punishment of criminals, had established so lamenta-

ble a condition of affairs.

The spirit which precipitated the Clinton outrage by no meaus had its origin theu
and there. Previous to that day, the sheriff's of the adjacent counties had been com-
])elled by force—or what is substantially the same, after encountering much lawless

violence', which no power at their counnaml could control—to make their escape be-

yond the borders of their counties, leaving them without the chief i)eace-officer which
the law has made so indispensable. Nor was violence, or the fear of it, conlined to

two or three counties. Appeals for protection and aid came from all directions.

The State was without a militia or constai;ulary force. Althougli previ(uis ixditical

disturbrfnces had occurred, of a magnitude too great for local or State authorities to

cope with, the sentiment against a militia, or otlicr armed force, was so powerful and
!-o general as to prevent its tuccesfful organization. This hostile sentiment to main-
taining peace and affording protection by force, was chielly due to a dread of a conllict

of races. AVliile one partof the peojjle were thus disccniutenanciug tlie militia in the

interest of ])eace, anoriier part was converting the State into a broail military encamp-
ment, which called forth a i)roclamution, bearing date of tlie 7tli September, lb?;'),

commanding, though iiietfectually, their disbandment. The evil day anticipated, when
the State sliouid need force and be without it, h;id arrived.

Under such a combination of circumstances, which could exist only in a State where
the inhabitants are of two distinct races, with strong race prejudices aud antagonisms,

I was constrained to call upon the National Government for assistance to protect against

domestic violence. This call was ullsucce^sful. It was followed by a succession of

demonstrations by the armed i>art of the peo[de toward tlie unarmed, causing a feel-

ing of insecurity and danger, which continued until and after the day of the election.

A renewed etil'ort to organize a military force developed the deep-seated bitterness of

the race-issue, and the extent of the intimidation which prevaiKd.

Wiiile appeals for aid and i)rotectiou came from all sides, and often from sheriffs, it

Avas held by them that such forces as might be organized under State laws could not

be serviceable. On the contrary, tlie conviction prevailed that they would only pre-

cij)itale the conllict it was sought to avoid.

Tlie seizure of State arms on their way to tlfe capital, the liability of seizure in send-

ing tliem away from the capital, and the necessity of storing the few arms on hand at

the United States camp for safe-keeping, were additional causes which embarrassed

an<l prevented the organization of tiie militia. Conseciuently, only a few comiianies

could be organized, and those (with one exception) but in one county— this, the seat of

government. Many who took arms, did so to obtain the means of self-defense; few
were accustomed to their use, and instruction and discipline were quite impracticable.

The fund lor militia purposes, appropriated by the late legislature, was sixty thou-

sand dollars, but with the condition that lifty-five thousand <lollars should be used only

in case the militia should be called into active service. An early injunction from the

courts prevented the expenditure of any part of the latter sum. The remaining live

thousand dollars were soon expended, and there were no means to transport beyond
the borders of this county, the recruiting-ground and depot, the few undisciplined

companies formed within it.

Preparations had been made to protect the sheriff of Yazoo Connty in his return to

his county, he having previously been driven away. Deeming the means inadequate,

lie declined to make the attem[)t. He has not been able to return to this day.

Because of the attempt to organize and use the militia to protect citizens in the exer-

cise of their rights and privileges, as bestowed upon them by the Constitution and the

laws, a class of people rebelled against it. To avoid threatoned deeds of resistance

aud violence to State authority, as well as toward county officials and individuals, aud
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the possible consequences, a coraniitiee of prominent citizens, powerfnl in controlling
one of the political organizations of the State, gave their i>le(lges that they would " do
all in their power to preserve peace and good order, and secure a fair election." A.s to
their power " to preserve peace and good order, and secure a fair election," I did not
entertain a doubt.
This novel and humiliating spectacle, in the government of a free people, was pre-

sented : Regularly-organized legal authority unable to preserve peace and good ordei,
and secure a fair election, the leaders of a political organization assurue to do it, with
the accredited power, to accomplish all they might attempt.
The deeds of violence already alluded to, and iuany similar ones of greater or less

maguilude, in various parts of the State, had the effect to intimidate many voters.
The extent of such intimidation may be judged by the following facts :

In various counties the meeting together and consulting of voters before election,
an ijnportant proceeding in a government like ours, had to be wholly or partially
abandoned.
In one county not only was there no preliminary canvass, but the danger v.as re-

garded so great that no convention was held to nominate candidates for othces.

In certain counties tickets could not be freely and safely distributed, and in one
county not at all.

From one county prominent candidates for office fled before election, fearing vio-
lence, if not assassination.

In another county one party, through fear of the evil consequences if they refused,
struck fi'om their tickets names of caudi(hites formally and regularly nominated, and
substituted those of their opponents, with whom there existed no political aflinity.

In certain counties, on the day of election, voters were driveu from the polls by
armed men, or so intimidated by them that they feared to vote.

In one county the principal county offici -Is were driven away from their posts on
the day following the election, and have been refugees since. This county, Amite,
was the one remote from the seat of government, where the effort to organize the
militia succeeded.
These are effects, not detailed statements of causes which produced them.
The courts of the State have been unable to dis[)ense justice in such cases.

The conviction that frauds were perpretrated at the late eleciiou gathers strength
by comparison of the returns wiih those of the preceding elections.

That the great evil which has befallen the State may lie remedied, it first becomes
necessary to inquire into its causes. The happy tinancial condition of the State, and
the comparatively small amount needed for its support, preclude the possibility of
a financial cause. Intimidation was not y^rojjortioued to counties in accordance
Avith their indebtedness. Thorough intimidation was effected in some counties whose
finances were in the most flonrisluug condition.
The character of the events which have transpired compel the conclusion that the

evil is to be attributed to a race question. It did not have its origin at this time.

The inhabitants of the State are somewhat equally divided between the t«'o races.

They have, until recent years, borne the relation of master and slave. By a power
external to the State, the slave has been made the civil and poliiical equal of the uias-

ter. The withdrawal of this restraining force leaves the formerly dominant race to

re-assert its supremacy. Though the complete supremacy of former days may not be
liossible, still the tendency is towaul supremacy. Tbeeffoi't in this directiou has hi^re-

tofore and elsewhere resulted, as iu this election, in violence, loss of life, and iurimida-

tion. How far this effort has resulted in the virtual disfranchisement of the one race,

and revolutionized the State government, is a question worthy the most patient and
careful inquiry.

Unless every class of citizens be thoroughly protected iu the exercise of aU their

lights and privileges, our Goveruraent proves unequal to its pretensions. The nation,

recognizing the race-antagonisms, has anticipated them in the interest of liberty and
equality by modifications of the fundamental law of the land, and I recommend, as

both right and expedient, action iu harmony with such moduicatious.

The action of the legislature iu regard to that part of the message
was a preteudetl effort to investigate the election. The resolution was,

1 think, introduced iu both branches of the legislatur*^ ;*and, although

the democrats had a two-thirds majority in both branches, they allowed

that resolutiou to slumber, and it was never heard of. Instead of inves-

tigating this election, where I maintained that a republican form of

government was destroyed, they investigated my action ;
and my action

politically, too. I have stated here tbe condition of the State financially,

which was such that the events of tlie election could not have been

based upon that.

Q. Suppose you give us the result in the aggregate.—A. [Reading
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from message.] "TJie real debt of the State, that is, its outstauding
obligatious beyond its ability to pay at once with its current and avail-

able funds"—including the taxes for the year 1875, which had not been
collected—was about half a million. You understand that our taxes do
not begin to come in until October. The cotton crop is planted in the
spring, and is not completely gathered until the beginning of the follow-

ing year, and no considerable portion of the taxes are paid until the crop
is sent to market, and the last year's taxes had not been paid.

[Reading from message.] The common and CbickasaT school-funds—debts npon
which the interest only is to be paid, the principal never becoming due, (obligations
incurred many years since,) amount to ^ji 1,530,(520.

The expenses of the State government during the past year amounted
to $G18,259.1S. That would be about 70 cents per inhabitant. The tax

of the State of New York is $1G per inhabitant ; and of the city of New
York, $36 per inhabitant.

[Reading from message.] The amount paid to the two universities of the State, to

normal schools, and interest on Chickasaw school-fund, was $136,896.37.

FINANCE AND TAXATION.

I have drawn a comparison between the financial condition of that

year and that of the previous year. The indebtedness of the State

—

SoOO,00()—would be about sixty cents per inhabitant. All the expenses
of government i)er inhabitant would be one dollar, which would make
one dollar and .sixty cents per inhabitant as the tax of any one year, iu

running the State government and i)aying its |)reseut indebtedness.

During the past two years, or daring my administration, the indebted-

ness of the State has been rediu;ed .some $300,000. These figures that

I present were taken from the re[)orts of the auditor of public accounts,

and of the treasurer. To show you how the condition of the State

financially has improved, the expenses of administration of the State

government in the year 1873 were $053,000; in 1874, $008,000; and iu

3875, $018,000. It is, perhap.s, well in your investigation to state that

the oj)position i)npers— the democratic i)apers—have charged the State

treasurer and auditor with misstatements in reference to the facts as

l)ut forth in my message. But, npon a review of their statements, the

auditor and treasurer reportecl their conclusions to be correct. There
were certain expenses that had been incurred—certain sums that had
been accruing from one year to another, that appeared in 1875, which
should not have appeared, as they did not really belong to that year,

but that investigation there will very clearly show that the statement
as given by me was substantially correct.

THE CHARGE OF PLUNDERING.

The usual complaint in the South has been that the States have been
plundered ; but this shows, and the facts show, that the financial con-

dition of the State of Mississippi is nourishing; and 1 refer to this to

jn'ovc that the financial question was not one which entered seriously

into our canvass. The greatest plumlering that has been perpetrated

in the State since I have been there has been in democratic counties and
by democratic oflicials. They outnumber the defalcations and plundering
in republican counties ten to one. The olficial condition of the republi-

can counties, from one end of the State to the other, is far better than
that of the democratic counties. I am willing to admit that men are

very nuich alike in all parties; and it is possible that since the whole
glaie of light that can be produced always turns upon the republican

otficials, they might have been more particular.

"Whenever any irregularities have occurred iu republican counties,

they have been made prominent ; but when anything has occurred of
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that sort iu democratic counties, it lias not been reported, has not
become prominent, and not generally known.

If you will permit me, I will touch upon six or seven points that I
have referred to iu general terms iu my message. I say :

PRELIMINARY MEETINGS ABANDONED.
.[Reading from message] Iu various counties the meetiug together and consulting

of voters before election, an important proceeding in a government like ours, had to be
wholly or partially abandoned.

Q. If you recollect any instances, please give us the names of the
counties to which you refer.—A. Holmes County, for one ; Yazoo County,
for another ; Monroe County was anotber ; Claiborne County was an-
other, wholly or partially. That was substantially true of Tallahatchie,
of Miirshall, of De Soto, of liaukin, and of all the large republican
counties. In those I speak of, particularly, they had only one or two
meetings early in the canvass, and then had to abandon them entirely.
Take Warren County, for instance, where there are 3,500 republican
majority

; in their preliminary movements for a canvass they attempted
at hrst to meet around quietly and select their prominent men and send
them to some point remote from Vicksburgh, for fear of interference.

[Reading from message.] In one county not only was there no preliminary can-
vass, but the danger was regarded so great that no convention was held to nominate
candidates for ofijces.

That was iu Yazoo County. I would say here, as I have already
stated, that that is my annual message. It has been before a legislature
two-thirds democratic iu both houses, and they have not taken the
first ste{) to ascertain whether I have made any misrepresentations or
not. I have been exceedingly guarded in this communication, as a
matter of course. Wlieu I say " single step," I mean not a single com-
plete step. They introduced a resolution in both houses, and there let

it slumber; and it slumbered for some ninety days—was never called
up at all.

NO DISTRIBUTION OF TICKETS.
[Reads from message.] In certain counties, tickets could not be freely and safely

distributed, and in one county not at all.

Q. What county was that!—A. Yazoo County. A complete reign of
terror existed in that county and in Holmes County. Men who had
tickets were pursued and captured, and one man I know—his name I

do not recollect—who was believed to have had tickets, was taken forci-

bly from his house and carried to a town on the railroad, and forbid-

den, upon i^ain of death, to leave. I can give his name when I submit
the names of the other witnesses. And these facts are notorious—all

the world can tell it.

[Reading from message.] From one county prominent candidates for office fled be-
fore election, fearing violence, if not assassination.

That was in Holmes County. A man by the name of Warren, who was
formerly speaker of the house of representatives since reconstruction,

and who was the candidate for the legislature, and, I think, the can-

didate for the clerk of the county circuit court, and also the candidate
for sheriflt, I think, fled by night from Holmes County into the adjacent
county, and remained absent and hid until after the day of election. I

refer to this to show the danger of distributing tickets. In order to get

tickets, they had to send down to New Orleans to have them printed

;

and when they were brought up the railroad was guarded, there were
men on the train ready to capture the men with the tickets, and it was
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with the greatest difSculty that they escaped. Aud ev^eu then the tickets

could be but partially distributed thr(3Ugh the county. What is true of

that county can be shown to be equally true of other counties. As I

say, 1 have been exceedingly cautious in my statements of facts in this

message, knowing that it would be subjected, if examined at all, to the

most careful scrutiny.

WHY COMPEOMISE TICKETS WEEE ADOPTED.
[Reading from raossago.] In another county one party, through fear of the, evil con-

eeqnenoestf they refused, .struck from their tickets names of candidates formally and
regularly nominated, aud substituted those of their opponents with whom there ex-

isted no political afiinity.

Q. What county was that?—A. That was the county of Madison.
The proraiiient men of Madison County, the sheriff of the couutj% some
of the clerks, and nearly all the prominent republicans, came to inj- of-

fice. These men struck oft rei)nblican names and put on democratic
names; and the representative of the republican party—that is, the
chairman of tlie State central committee—reported what v.'as being done,,

and these republican leaders in Madison County were requested to

come down and have a consultation, and they all came into my oftice.

They then and there, in my presence and in the presence of others,

stated that while they had no fear of ])ersonal harm, while they were
not prepared to say that they feared assassination themselves, they
did fear that unless they did make a change, a great number of lives

would be lost, and assaissination would be resorted to and intimi-

dation, and of course the result would be to destroy the entire election

in the county, unless they would agree; and they did agree, for the
sake of peace and harmony, to i)nt on two democrats out of the three
candidates for the lower houvse of the legislature. The men that they

l)ut on had no aftiliation with the republican party, and were not i)ro-

l)elled by the same motives—differed from the rei)ublicans in their

political sentiments as widely as political parties can differ in any sec-

tion of the country.

Q. Was that ticket elected i—A. Tlie combined ticket was elected.

Q. Two democrats and one rei>ublican ?—A. Yes, sir.

INTIMIDATION AT THE POLLS.
[Reading from message.] In certain counties on the day of election voters were

driven from the i^olla by armed men, or so intimidated by them that they feared to

vote.

The case of the sheriff of Monroe County was a prominent instance of
that sort.

Q. (By JMr. Bayard.) What is his name ?—A. Captain Lee, a most
excellent gentleman ; he was a ver^' good confederate soldier ; his crime
was in being a re[)ublican. lie reported to me by letter and orally that
large numbers of men came over from Alabama. He will give you a
l)itiful story of the condition of affairs there. The opposition had a can-
non which they directed upon a large number of men around the court-

house, who came there prepared to vote ; and men on horseback came
in, and men on foot, all armed.

Q. (By the CnAiiiMAN.) When did this take i^lace !—A. On the
morning of the election. He stated to mv; that in his attempt to can-
vass the county he believed he escaped assassimition a number of times

;

that it became almost impossible to conduct a canvass—that is, all

meetings were interfered with by men who went there particularly

for that purpose ; and on the day of the election, though he was
notoriously a brave man, and no one man had dared to attack him,
he, as sheriff, was compelled to isecrets himself in the jailer's house for
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the first part of the dny. He said that he was seated by tne window,
hidden behind a cintaiu, and he saw these men and this cavahy come
in well armed, and heard their shouts

; and he saw the artillery that
was trailed upon the one thous.ind or more republican voters who were
assembled there. The result was that the republican voters were driven
away.

In Monroe County—I refer to the State election returns by counties,
and I presume they are ri^ht, as they have never been questioned—in
the election in 1873 there were 2,000 republican votes against l,0o7
democratic votes ; but on that election frauds were committed to the
extent of some thousand votes—reported at that time an<l believed.
That was one of two counties at that election where frauds were per-

petrated. In 1875, in Monroe County, the returns show only 1,500
republican votes and 2,600 democratic. The re[>ublican voters were
driven away from the polls in large numbers. The county was gener-
ally estimated to have 1,500 republican majority. I cite that as one in-

stance. Then I referred yesterday to the election in Kemper County.
Q. Before }ou leave ]\Iouroe County, has any statement been made

to you of any cause for a change of political oiunion in that county ?

—

A. Xo, sir. The events during the election, I said yesterday—of course
I could not know personally, as I could be in but one place—but I knew
of the events just as well as i)eo{)le in the North who were not in the
armies or in the border States during the war knew there was a war.

At least, 1 knew what transpired as well as a general knows what is

transpiring in his army, while he knows personally only that which be
sees immediately before him. Of course, I knew all that was transpir-

ing, and perhaps better than any other person in the whole State, be-

cause most of my communications were coi;fidential. What did trans-

pire was predicted at the outset. The pajiers made this question: that

this is a white man's government, and should be ruled by white men.
It was a race issue that was made, and the result of it Wcis simply to

drive the races apart, as a matter of course. There was every possible

reason in every county in the State why the republican voters should

hold together better than they had ever done before, benause it was, as

I say, simply a question of race. It is true that a very large majority

of tire republican party was con)posed of colored men, and the issue

could not be mistaken, "that they were voting for their civil and politi-

cal rights.

YAZOO COUNTY.

Yazoo County is down in the swamps on the Yazoo Eiver, by the

Yazoo and the Mississippi Eivers, not considered a healthy locality by
the whites : and, in the days of slavery, slaves were carried into these

bottoms, and of course they greatly outnumbered the whites. In the

previous elections the republican majority in that county was usually

about 2,000. 1 find here that in the election of 1873 the republican vote

was 2,427, and the democratic vote 411, giving the republicans a ma-
jority of 2,000. I see in 1875 the democratic vote was 4,044, and the

republican vote 7. These seven votes, I understand, were cast in a

spirit of bravado by some democrats, who declared that it should not be

said that there wefe no republican votes cast. But you see a difference

in the voting. In 1873 there were 2,838 votes cast, while in 1875 there

were 4,051 votes. In that county there was no protection to republi-

cans, and they abstained from voting. The sheriff of that county did

not dare to return. He was the one I referred to here in speaking of

my militia, who deemed the means to protect him in returning inade-
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quale. He declined to return to the county. I had offered to furnish
him some militia to protect him, and the evidence is very clear since
then that had the militia undertaken it they would have been anuihi-

lated. lu such a county as that the republicans would not go to the
polls, and did not vote.

Q. How do you account for these 4,000 democratic votes?—A. The
republican voters abstained from voting, and it could only have beeu
by fraud. It could not possibly have been iu any other way. lu
1873 the whole vote i)olled was about 3,000. There were two repub-
licans running for governor. Senator Alcorn was one of the candidates
and I the other. He had run on the republican side four years previ-

ously, and had been opposed by the democratic party. On this occasion
he was voted for by the democrats. So that there was no feeling of
any kind, it was simply a choice of evils with them, and some little

doubt as to which would be the preferable man at that time. There was
no occasion for any disturbance at that time, and there were no disturb-
ance.

Q. (By Mr. McDonald.) You say that it was a choice of evils. Was
it not a fact that a very large number of the democrats did not vote
at that election ?—A. It is possible. They could not have the same
zeal for Senator Alcorn they would have for one of their owu men.
The election of 1873 was greatly influenced hy the fact that it was

uncertain whether there would be an election at all till two or three
days before the election.

MEN DUIVEN FROM THE TOLLS.

I was speaking of the counties where the men were driven away from
the polls. That was true in IMonroe County. It was equally true iu

Kemper County. 1 speak of these counties where there will be no con-

troversy' on the part of anybody, lint you can go to the majority of

the rejiublican counties, and you will tind that the republican voters
were driven away by intimidation, which was resorted to to i)roduce

this effect. In Kemper County, the sheritf, Mr. Chisholm, had been an
officer ever since he was twenty one years old, and I think he must be
a man of forty-tive or lifty now, always a very i)opular man, and otfi-

cially his standing was excellent. There was no complaiut against hiui

at all, except that he was a rei)ublican.

Q. (By the Chairman.) Was he there before the war ?—A. He
always lived there, lie was one of the few men who have had the
courage to come before the grand jury of the United States court and
report the condition of affairs in that county. He was threatened with
assassination, and I think I have his written statement of the facts.

He said that there was no complaint excei)t that it was really a race

issue, and democrats said to him that this is a white man's country,

and white men are going to rule it. That was the charge that was
made against him and his party; that the negroes were not (jualitied to

vote, and they should not vote. He complained bitterly that n)en with
whom he had always lived and had had all kinds of relations with,

(socially he stands very hi.i;i^..) siiould consent that a body of men should
come from Alabama to assassinate him if he nuide any attempt to keep
the peace on the day of the electiou.

The result was he abandomnl all attempts to keep the peace and the

election went by default. I don't know what the returns are. I see

that in Kemper County in 1873 the vote was 1,220 republican and 781

democratic, making a difference of 448 republican majority. In 1875
there were 418 republican votes and 1,339 democratic votes, uuiking a
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difference of 921 votes on the other side. He will testify to your com-
mittee, as he has testified already, that it was through intimidation and
violence that no election was held there.

OFFICIALS DRIVEN AWAY.
[Readinj^ from message.] In oue county, the principal connty, officials were driven

away from tlieir posts on the day following the election, and have been refugees since.
This county, Amite, was the one remote from the seat of government where the elfort

to organize the militia succeeded.

1 stated that in organizing the militia for the purpose of keeping the
peace, I organized it only at the seat of the State government, Hinds
County, and in one other county. This county borders on Louisiana
in the 5,outhwest. The militia organized at the seat of government, (in

order that there should be no complaint that it was partisian,) was
partly white and partly colored. I think I organized five companies of
colored troops in that county and some four companies of whites. At
first the whites would not muster, the papers pronounced against it

;

but subsequently when I commenced organizing some two or three
colored companies, when it was ascertained that 1 would proceed, the
white companies did muster; and the first company organized was
really a white company. I had stated that it was impossible to

organize a white militia that was reliable. In reply to that I received
statements from various parts of the State that there were certain

companies in certain localities—white companies—that were willing

to put themselves at my command for the purpose of keeping the
peace. I may say, however, that I had no confidence in those
companies. "When I attempted to send Mr. Morgan back to Yazoo
County, from which he had been expelled as sheriff some two
months previously, 1 proposed to give him both white and black com-
])anies as escort ; and 1 have since learned, and I believe it to be true,

that these white companies had an understanding that they would turn
upon the colored companies and prevent their proceeding from the rail-

road depot into the county. Be that as it may, the only company that

I did organize, outside of Hinds County, was the company in Amite
County. 1 appointed in command of it a gentleman there whose father

was a prominent lawyer and a leading man in that section of the State.

Of course neither the father nor the son were republicans. The son was
disposed to have a fair election—that was the extent of his politics at

the time—and I sent him some arms to organize a company, and he
went into that county to keep the peace.

Q. (By Mr. Bay'ARD.) What was his name?—A. Hurst. His father

is a leading lawyer in that section of the State, and has always lived

there, and of course the son had always been there. He organized the

militia, but did not attempt to organize it on a political basis—took no
colored men nor republicans ; he organized a company of his friends and
neighbors, and they agreed to keep the peace. They were given the

State arms. At the time of the election Mr. Hurst was compelled to

abandon his company and fiy for safety to the county-seat. They told

him they had no quarrel with him, but there were some men from Louis-

iana forVhom they could not be resj)onsible, and advised iiim to leave.

So he abandoned the company and his duty and went back to the

county-seat ; he was a very brave man, too.

Q. (By the Chairman.) Did he make any report in writing?—A. I

think he made a report in writing.

Then the next day all the republican officers of the county were com-

pelled to leave the county, and they did not return, I think, for three

or four months ; T do not know how long.
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In 1873 the vote in the county was 1,0S0 republican and 407 demo-
cratic. In 1875 ifc was, as returned, 1,095 republican and 1,189 demo-
cratic. It is a very large increase in the democratic vote. It is asserted
that frauds were committed, and that that county was in a state of
outlawry for some time.

STATE COURTS UNABLE TO DISPENSE JUSTICE.

I say further in my message :

The courts of the State have beeu uuable to dispense justice in such cases.

I would suggest thatiVOu look into the action of the grand jury for Hinds
County, where the Clinton riot occurred. A great many of the people
privately declared that they would not go before any jury or court and
swear away their lives, as they feared they would do it they reported
the facts that had transpired. I have had numerous communications
from people who have come to complain of the events. 1 know in

Claiborne County, for instance, that men were driven away, and while
men came to me and related these facts, they refused atterward to

make an affidavit or written statement of them, simply because they
feared assassination.

AID FROM STATE MILITIA IMPOSSIBLE.

I know that quite a number of ])eople have left these localities or
abandoned |)olitics entirely, simply because theydeemed it unsafe. Cap-
tain Lee, of JMonroe County, the county I spoke of where the sherifi' had
to secrete himself in the Jailer's house, where the cannon was trained, I
thiidv, upon republican voters at the conrt-honse, which caused them
to flee, came to see me two or three times and wanted to get arms, but
be admitted that it would be impossible to ship arms by rail, and almost
impossible to organize any militia there. Yet he did take some ammuni-
tion, but in order to get it to its destination he had to put it up in such a
form as to deceive the people as to the contents of the package. I give
that as an illustration, to show how utterly impossible it was for me to
organize militia outside of Hinds County. For instance, at first I had
my arms in the state-house—the few 1 had ; I do not think there were
300—and a guard had to be put upon them. One night a number of

men assembled at the state house and threatened to take them: and 1
afterward had to send them to the United States camp, in order to keep
them secure from capture. Arms were sent to the State capitol from
the river counties. They were landed on the wharf-boat at Vicksburgh,
and 00 or 75 men went down and took them away—captured them.

Q. Were any of these men known?—A. The keeper of the wharf-
boat,. Duff Green, a very prominent man in that section, in order to
protect himself, wrote me a letter, saying that these arms had beeu
received on the boat, and that a body of men came down and took them
away. I think it would be verj- hard to ascertain who these men v»ere.

I do not think any amount of examination would [)oint out these men.
On atiother occasion, I attempted to ship some arms to De Soto County,
and such a demonstration was made upon the depot, aiul as the railroad
refused to receive them except in an ordinary freight-car, I had to
abandon the attempt. So that it was absolutely and utterly impossible
for me to organize a reliable militia outside of Uinds County, and, as I

have stated, I had but 85,000 to do it with, and about 81,500 of that
bad previously been expended for taking care of the arms and paying
a clerk or two—that is, during the previous eight months of the year.

AR3IS BROUGHT INTO THE STATE BY PRIVATE PERSONS.

It was reported to me, and I believe it to be true, that a large num-
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bcr of arms were brought iuto all parts of the State, and I so assert iu
Kiy message.

Q. Brought in by private persons, or persons not in official position ?

—A. Yes, sir; Mr. Kichardsou, of Jackson, organized a company called,

I think, "The Richardson Guards;" he sent lor and bought arms for

the whole company—probably 75 or 100 men—and they paraded and
drilled regularly.

Q. Do you know upon what pretext—what reason was given ?—A.
The reason was—in some extreme democratic papers they did not hesi-

tate to say that it was a white man's government, and that they pro-

posed to carry the election. I do not pretend to quote them ; but the
idea was that force should be used. It is a fact, 1 think, beyond dis-

pute that since reconstruction began the white men of the South have
felt tliat the negro vras not their political equal, and that he has been
imposed upon them ; that he was not qualified to vote in any sense,

and that any means resorted to to prevent him from voting would be
justiiiabie. We believe that violence had been resorted to in times
known as the Ku-klux times ; and the means had been changed from
tim.e to time as events had transpired. It was believed that at the
elections iu Louisiana last fall more open violence had been perpe-

trated than had ever before been attempted ; and the canvass was evi-

dently conducted upon that plan.

Q. (By Mr. Bayaed.) That is Louisiana you are now speaking of?

—

A. Yes, sir; and Alabama, too. General George made a very signifi-

cant remark to me. Although my intercourse with him was very slight,

it is, perhaps, due to him that I should make this statement.

"THE BLACK CLOUD."

Q. When was this '?—A. Two or three weeks befoT-e the election. We
were speaking of the elections, and I vras remarking ujion the fact that

a very large majority were republicans. It is a fact that since Ahibama
and Georgia have gone democratic, a large number of republicans

—

negroes, if you please—have come to Mississippi, believing that they
would escape a great many injuries and dangers that they were sufler-

Ing in those States. While he, personally, as head of the democratic
State committee, was not exactly intending to justify their action, he
did speak, however, of this "black cloud" that was coming into the

State fiom the east, speaking of the States of Alabama and Georgia,

and I think that feeling was rather general in the State of Mississippi

among the democratic politicians, that unless the State was recovered

from republican rule it would become a receptacle of the colored men
^Tuerally in the South, and that they w^ould resort to that State as a

home, i think the whites believed that, substantially. It was with that

feeling, more or less, I have no doubt, iu addition to the feeling that

the negro was not a political equal, that impelled them to a decisive

course. As I state in my message, I regard the whole aflair as a race-

issue. The newspapers made it such, and the orators made it such.

EXECUTIVE MAKSION FIKED INTO.

Q. (By the Chairman.) Did you, at any time, receive threats or in-

timations of bodily harm to yourself?—A^ As I stated yesterday, no

attempt has ever been made to intimidate me personally. Of course no

person ever came to me and said tliat if I did thus and so, certain con-

sequences would follow ; but the mansion where I live was tired into.

Q. (By Mr. Bay^aed.) At what time ?—A. Just previous to the elec-

tion.

Q. (By the Chairiian.) During the day or at night ?—A. This was
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at night. I may say, however, that I did not, at that time, consider
myself in any personal danger ; 1 did not think that they could well
afford to assassinate me. I thought it would be too great a political

blunder, so I really had no feeling of tbat kind, but since then I have
been informed that the thing was seriously considered. People were
seen firing into my mansion, and the trees were cut. There was a bul-

let hole or two in various parts of the mansion. The papers, of course,
did not hesitate to say that 1 was responsible for the Clinton riot,

although I was not there; but I believe my name was published as one of
the orators, yet I did not know what was transpiring at the time. The
papers said that I ought to have been killed or assassinated rather than
the poor negroes, which, perhaps, was more desirable. Firing into the
mansion showed the divsposition, perha^js. The feeling was very bitter.

"WHITE REPUBLICAN TOTERS.

Q. (By the Chairman.) Do you know what proportion of the white
people of Mississippi are republican voters?—A. A small proportion.

Q. What should you estimate it to be ?—A. It would be a very small
proportion. As a general thing the republican vote is concentrated in
the bottom-counties and in the prairie-counties. In the bottom-coun-
ties it is very swampy; the lands are cultivated generally near the
river rather than far back ; the c(jlored men predominate very largely.

In some of those river-counties there are but few hundreds of white
voters. In some of the counties uj) and down the center of the State
a fair ])ortion of white people are republicans ; and there are other parts
of the State where there are no republicans among the whites.

BLACK DEMOCRATIC VOTERS.

Q. Of the colored people, what proportion are democrats'?—A. A
very small number. As a general thing it is only where a negro has
been working with the same men for a very long space of time—a rela-

tion Ibund to exist chiellj' in the villages—that he votes as his employer
desires. IJut the proportion is so small that it is hardly to be stated.

The fact is that ever since reconstruction, or ever since the war, the
question as to the negro's right to vote—as to his citizenship—has l)eeu

presented all the tiuie. hnmediately after the war there was a black
code, so called, passed, really intended to reduce the negro, or to ap-
proximate his condition as near as possible to that before the war. He
was not permitted to hire lands, and if he was not employed after the
working-season set in he could be let out to the lowest bidder. He was
not permitted to testify where white men were parties to a suit. These
are well-known facts. The question of his right to a place on juries, his

right to travel on railroads, and other things relating solely to his citi-

zenship, have been fought step by step by the democratic party of the
State. And the simple question has been, whether the negro has a right
to be a citizen. It has had the effect to drive the negroes together, and
it is very true that the politicians have made legitimate uses of such a
state of affairs.

Q. You spoke yesterday of passes having been granted to negroes
who came into Jackson to euable them to return to their honies. Do
you know whether or not passes have been granted to negroes at any
other time or for any other puri)ose ?—A. I do not.

Q. Is there anything more that you desire to state of a general nature
that occurs to you .'—A. I do not know that there is.

RESIDENCE AND RECORD OF WITNESS.

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. AVheu did you first go to Mississippi?—A. I went there "u 18G7.
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Q. In the Army, I believe?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. When were you elected Senator!—A. In 1870.

Q. Had you any intention to settle in Mississippi prior to your elec-

tion ?—A. I will say, not long previous to that—and permit me to say
that I found, when I was military governor there, that there was a
black code existing, and that the negroes had no rights whatever ; that
they were not permitted to exercise any of the rights of citizenship. I

had given them the protection they were entitled to under the Govern-
ment of the United States, and I believed that I could render them
great service. I felt that I had a mission to perform in their interest,

and I hesitatingly consented to represent them, and unite my fortune
with theirs.

Q. You speak now in reference to the colored people of that State ?

—

A. Yes, sir ; in reference to the colored people of that State—they were
in the majority.

Q. You speak of the black code; by whom was that enacted ?—A. By
the legislature of 1865-'G7.

Q. l)id you regard that as law ?—A. The colored people were living

under it.

Q. Did you regard it, when you were there as military governor, as

law ?—A. I regarded it as law, except so far as it could be suspended
by the action of Congress.

Q. Your power as military governor gave you supremacy there, did

it not?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you permit that code to stand in your way at all in what you
thought was an infringement of any rights of the colored people !—A.
I did not, so far as I thought I was authorized to interfere—to modify
these laws.

Q. Those modifications were at your own discretion ?—A. Substan-
tially so ; that is, there were certain things prohibited.

Q. Then you were in Mississippi on military duty at the time you
were chosen Senator ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Holding your position in the United Stales Army ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. I believe it is a fact that you certified yourself into the Senate f

—

A. No, sir; I believe I was voted it.

Q. I meant to speak merely of your certificate. You signed your

own certificate!—A. The certificate was signed by the secretary of

state.

Q. The election at which you were elected to the Senate—was that

under your authority, under your control ?—A. I was military governor

at the time.

Q. Had you not the power of removal or appointment of any officer

in the State at that time !—A. Congress had passed a law that only

those who could take a certain oath should be permitted to hold office,

which resulted in the vacation of a large number of offices.

Q. You were the person who carried that law into effect ?—A. Yes,

sir.

Q. Could you or could you not appoint or remove any registrar of

election or other election officers at that time?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And did you not exercise that power ?—A. Yes, sir
;
I did.

Q. At your discretion or pleasure you removed or appointed those

officers ?—A. Yes, sir ; I had the power.

Q. How longy as a fact, before your election to the Senate had you

made up your mind to become a citizen of Mississippi ?—A. Well, I

cannot say positively ; I would simply state that the question whether

I would consent to become a candidate was mooted some little time

2 MISS.
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previous to the meeting of tlie legislature. There were certain political

combinations there which led a portion of the people of the State to

believe that certain of the prominent men in the party were not men
who should be relied upon—were not a very reliable class of men.

Q. Do you mean by that, republicans !—A. Yes, sir.

Q. You were acting with that party and considered it your party at

that time ?—A. Yes, sir ; I was a republican.

Q. In afliliation with that party at that time ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. If you had not been elected to the Senate at that time. General,

would you have become then a citizen of Mississippi ?—A. I believe I

stated before the Senate Judiciary Committee, and that it is a matter

of record, and was stated, I think, in Mr. Edmunds's speech before the

Senate, that it was questionable if I would have become a citizen.

Q. And you make the same statement now f—A. Yes, sir; I repeat

it—the same thing.

Q. After your election to the Senate you attended to your duties

here regularly as Senator ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. How long \Aere you Senator ?—A. About four years.

Q. How much of that time were you in the State of Mississippi ?—A.
I do not know. I cannot tell you. I cannot make any accurate reply

to that inquiry. Is it a question of citizenship or residence ?

Q. No; just let me ask you my own question. You may take your
own way to answer it, but do not mistake the object of my inquiry,

which 1 wish to make plain. It is a mere question of fact.—A. My na-

tive State, where I was born, was the State of IMaine, but I have never
been to it since I was a boy. I have passed as much of my time in Mis-

sissippi as anywhere else, so far as I know. The most of my time while

I was Senator, I think, was passed in that State—that is, when I was
not in the Senate. That is my inii)rcssion.

Q. When out of the city of WasUington, most of your time, you say,

was passed in tlie State of Mississippi ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did vou acquire property there 1—A. Yes, sir.

Q. IJoar estate ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. When was that '!—A. Three or four years ago.

ii,. ^^'llere was that ?—A. I have some at Natchez and I have some in

another place. I own more proi)erty than probably nine-tenths of the

inhabitants of the State, and have for some time. We have no property

qualitication there.

Q. 1 am only asking in regard to your identification with the people

of the State, and holding property among them.—A. Yen understand
that so far as the white people—the democracy—are concerned, there is

no identification. When they would ostracize a favorite general like

Longstreet, you may very well understand that a Union soldier would
not be very likely to have any very close intimacy with them, being of

an opposite political party.

Q. If you will pardon me, I have not suggested the question of party.

I am speaking in regard to your identification with the people of the

State.—A. If you will allow me to say, the majority of the people of

the State, as I understand the people, has been very thoroughly and
warmly my supporters and friends.

Q. Do you refer now to the people of both races ?—A. I refer to the

majority of the peoi>le of the State. When you speak of people you
refer to both races, I suppose ^

Q. Yes, sir ; the entire community.—A. I refer to the majority of the

people as having been ray warmest supporters.

Q. State, if you please, the relative proportion of the two races in
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Mississippi.—A. The census of 1870 showed about 70,000 majority of
colored people. The number has been very largely increased since then
by immigration from the States of Georgia and Alabama.

Q. Can you give any estimate of the increase !—A. The commissioner
of immigration has estimated that they have come in from 5,000 to

10,000 or 15,000 a year.

Q. How many years past has that been going on ?—A. Some three or
four. They have put it very much higher ; some have put it as high
as 5,000 or 10,000 voters. They have come in in very large numbers.

Q. You resigned your office of governor, did you not"?—A. I did.

Q. How much of your term of office had expired ?—A. One-half; that
is, two years and three months had expired.

Q. Have you left the State of Mississippi ?—A. I am temporarily
absent now. What my future may be I do not know, or what I am
going to do.

Q. Have you left the State with the intention of returning there !—A.
I shall return. Whether I shall live there or not I do not know.

Q. I mean to say, now at this time is it your intention—have you a
fixed intention of becoming a resident of the State of Mississippi ?—A.
I reply that I am absolutely uncertain what my movements are to be.

I am altogether dependent upon circumstances. I can freely say that

as a general thing republicans residing there have found it utterly im-

possible to live there of late and exercise their rights as citizens.

Q. Is this remark made by you with a view of affecting your own
action ?—A. No ; I give it as, of course, the condition of affairs there at

this time. There is a general feeling among republicans that it is very
difficult to live there at this time and exercise their rights. Of course

I feel that as well as any one else.

Q. Of course it is very proper for you to make your answer in your
own way ; but this remark of yours was made in response to a question

of mine, as to whether you had a fixed intention of making Mississippi

your future residence !—A. Yes, sir; and I say that what my life will

be, or where I may live in the future, I do not know at this time.

Q. If you will excuse me from seeming to attempt to desire to talk

about your private affairs, which is furthest from my wish—but because

you have been in some respect a public man in Mississippi, it is proper

for me to make inquiry of you as a public official : have you not proposed

to settle in another 'State, or have you any scheme of that kind f

—

A. Ko, sir; that is, when I say that, the question of how I can get

money by which to live is the one question with me.

Q. I beg you will not suppose that I wish to make any inquisition

into your private affairs, but 1 have understood that you were intending

to remove, I believe, to the State of Minnesota, or some such statement

as that has been made. As it is a question affecting the interests of a

State, I think it right that I should ask you whether you propose to

become a citizen of Minnesota ?—A. I have some interest in Minnesota,

and have had heretofore. I have been there from time to time. My
own immediate family live there, and they have always been anxious

that I should go there"i While it is possible I may go, I have not made
anv arrangements for this thing.

Q. Then am I right in understanding you that your return to Missis-

sippi, as a residence, is not certain f—A. I do not know but I should

reply in the affirmative. I have got to have some means of making
money, and I shall probably go where I can do so. I may go anywhere

where I think that I might be able to make a living. I really feel as

much unsettled as any man possibly could, so far as ihat goes.
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THIRD DAY.

Washington, D. C, April 29, 187C.

ContiDuatiou of the examination of Adelbert Ames.

THE QUESTION OF RESIDENCE.

The Witness. I wish to say, as of course the purpose of these ques-

tions has a political bearing, more or less, that all my adult life has been

passed in Mississippi since 1 left the Army. Immediately alter the war
1 was in Europe for a year, and I then and there made up my mind that

I would leave the Army upon my return to the United States. I left

my native State of Maine in 1850, when I was a boy, and I had never

returned to it, except when 1 returned from school, and all my adult

life, I repeat, has been passed in the State of Mississippi after I left

school ; and with that feeling I located or took up my residence in Mis-

sissippi with the same purpose and determination that any citizen of the

United States changes his residence.

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. IIow do yon mean " located in ]VIississippi ;" were you not in the

military service of the United States f—A. I was not when I left the

Army.
Q. You did not leave the Army until you had been elected to the

Senate ?—A. I did not.

Q. Bow soon after you were elected to the Senate did you resign your

commission?—A. I think immediately.

Q. It was subsequent to your election ?—A. Subsequent to it.

Q. You held on to your position in the Army until you got your posi-

tion as Senator?-— A. Those are the facts.

Q. Have you removed your family from Mississippi?—A. They are

now in IMassachusetts. I have s[)ent every summer in the North with

my family. A family misfortune caused an earlier removal this year

than was anticipated. I follow the practice of almost every person

and family in the South who can allord to do it—live more or less in a

colder climate in the hot weather.

Q. Did you ever spend a summer in the South since you have been

governor of Mississippi ?—A. Substantially, though there has not been

a year when I have not been North.

Q. What was your usual absence during the summer!—A. About a

month and a half or two months. Last year 1 was absent a month and

a half.

Q. That was your total absence from Mississippi during last year?

—

A. Yes, sir; it inay have exceeded that time, but not much.

Q. Yesterday you stated that you were induced to become a candi-

date for political oflice in Mississippi in the performance of what you
believed to be a mission toward the colored people of that State, because

you found the political party with which you were afliliated controlled

by unreliable men.—A. Before the question of residence is passed over
1 'would like to make a single remark on that subject:. I cannot well as-

sume what your motive is, but of course it has a political bearing, and

I desire to say that that question of residence has had nothing what-

ever to do with the troubles in the State of Mississippi.

I wish to say also that in 18G9 the democracy of that State sent to this

city and got the brother-in-law of the President, Judge Dent, and took
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him there and ran him as a candidate for governor against Mr. Alcorn.
It is a notorious fact that in that party—and I don't hesitate to say that
1 imagine I have been approached from time to time by the opposition
with most flattering offers held forth that, should I change my coat and
become a tool of others, I might receive any honor that I might demand.
Certainly that was the case with Judge Dent ; and in the State of Mis-
sissippi that question of carpet-bagism or brevity of residence has not
played a very important part.

Q. Will you state the names of any leading members of the opposi-
tion who have made this proposition to you ?—A. i«[ot unless it is essen-

tially necessary.

Q, You have stated the fact, and I merely ask you to give you an op-
portunity to state them if you choose.—A. I say, with reference to that,

that any proposition of that kind would not be made in writing, but in

a way that the person whose name I might give might evade it, or give
another interpretation of it. But, as I stated originally, I imagine I

have been approached, and I have no question, in my own mind, on
that point.

Q. Can you give the name of any person of the opposition party to

you in politics in Mississippi, who made such oflers to you as you have
described '?—A. I think 1 can ; but 1 prefer not to do so unless the
committee require it.

Q. Do you know their names or the names of any one or more 1—A.
The events referred to occurred a number of years since. I think I

would be able to name the persons, or certainly ascertain their names
without any ditficulty.

Q. From whom wauld you ascertain them ?—A. The charge was pub-

licly made in a republican paper, called the " Leader," in 1870 or 1S71,

and I think never denied by the opposition press.

Q. Were the parties' names, who made you the offer, in that paper ?

—A. I do not remember.

"unreliable" LEADERSHIP among REPUBLICANS.

Q. Eeturning to my former question—you found there were unrelia-

ble persons in the leadership of the republican party of Mississippi when
you went there as military governor i—A. That refers to the time of

the election.

Q. It was that which induced you, believing, as you stated, that you
had a mission to perform to these colored people, to be willing to be

elected to office ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Will you state who these persons were?—A. "Unreliability" I

applied to the character of their politics. I did not refer to their moral

character; I simply referred to the character of their republicanism. I

am perfectly willing to give some of their names if there is any desire

to have them ; I have no objection.

Q. The impression you made upon me—what it was upon the rest of

the committee I know not—was that you were induced to go into poli-

tics in Mississippi and hold office from the people of that State in order

to rescue your party and the colored people from bad leadership. That

was the impression that I derived from your statement. Desiring you

to be apprised of my apprehension, I ask you now, whether that was

your intention or not 1—A. Their "unreliability" politically; not moral

unreliability.
» Q. Please explain what you mean by political unreliability.—A. That

I had no confidence in their republicanism; not that I believed that the

men were corrupt or dishonest. I did not believe in the republicanism
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of certaia leaders of the party, some of whom were very prominent.
Of course I speak of the leaders originally.

Q. Are these men in the republican party still ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Would you mind stating their names ?—A. I have no objection,
though I do not care to criticise these men. It is enough to say that a
gentleman who occupies a seat in the United States Senate now is one
of the chief of the men in whose republicanism I did not then believe.

Q. Do you refer to Mr. Alcorn ?—A. I do.

Q. Who were the others f—A. He was the chief among them, and
there were some of his friends and supporters. It is that class of men,
representing the ideas that they represented.

Q. What had they done that caused your distrust of their party fidel-

ity f—A. Well, their whole course since reconstruction ; a want of con-
fidence as to their utterances rather than their acts—they were not in

ofBce at that time
; the sentiments that they expressed. For the same

reason that we give or withhold our confidence from a man whose opin-
ions are well known to us.

Q.* Who was then governor of the State ?—A. At that time there
was no civil governor of the State.

Q. You were the military governor?—A. Yes, sir.

EEPUBLICAN OPPOSITION TO GOVERNOR AMES'S ADMINISTRATION.

Q. As a matter of fact, General Ames, has there, or has there not,

been a difference of opinion in regard to your administration within the
ranks of the re[)ublican ])arty of Mississippi ?—A. There has.

Q. lias there not been a very strong opposition to you within the
ranks of your own party?—A. There has been a violent opposition, in

my judgment confined to very few men, and those men, permit me to

say, were my most ardent supporters until they failed to get certain

offices that they expected.

Q. Who were the leaders of the opposition to you ?—A. Senator
Alcorn has always headed the opposition.

Q. Who else?—A. The opposition of individuals appeared from time
to time. Senator Alcorn, I think, has, from the start, been opposed to

me ; the feeling was reciprocal, I have no doubt. That was in 1870. In
1873 I was a candidate for the governorship, and I received almost two
hundred votes in the nominating convention, where my opponent had
about forty. My opponent was the then governor of the State—Gov-
ernor Powers ; and he and his friends have been my opponents since.

Q. Is he a republican ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. lie and his friends?— A. lie and his personal friends. I can
name those gentlemen if you desire.

Q. First, 1 want the men who are the leaders of the opposition to you
within the republican ranks.—A. There is an ex Congressman by the
name of McKee who was an opponent. A year ago an ex-member of

your body—Senator Pease—became an opponent of mine.

Q. Do you know the attorney-general, 3Ir. Morris?—A. I know the
ex-attorney-general, Mr. Morris.

Q. Well, sir, was he opposed to you ?—A. He never was a political

friend of mine.

Q. Ho was the attorney-general of the State?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Then I ask you whether there was not a very large number of

opponents to you and to your policy and to your administration within
the republican party of Mississippi?— A. I reply : no, positively. Mr.
Morris was my most abject liatterer and supporter until he failed to be
renominated for his position as attorney-general. It was only after
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that that he turned upon me. He made a canvass as a supporter of

mine; and the history of nearly every one of them is of that character.
His reputation was very bad ; we had no confidence in him.

Q. In what way !—A. He used his office for corrupt purposes, it was
reported and believed.

Q. Was it pretty well established ?—A. I think the body of the repub-
lican party believed it. I believe that the opposition did.

Q. When did his term of office expire ?—A. On the 1st of January,
1874.

Q. Do you know Mr. Musgrove there ?—A. I do. He was one of my
most earnest supporters. He conducted a paper and indorsed me very
thoroughly, and was opposed to Governor Powers for the nomination.
Before the election he was one of the most earnest supporters I had,
until he failed to get a renomination as auditor, the office which he held
at that time. His only excuse then for coming out against me and my
administration was that there were certain men on my ticket who were
not good men; and since then he has allied himself most closely with
these very men whom he at that time denounced, and who furnished
him an excuse for opposing me.

Q. As a matter of fact, have not these men whose names have been
referred to, openly and vigorously denounced your administration duriug
the last year!—A. They have, and for the reasons I have given you.

They were friendly to me until after they failed to receive offices at my
hands, which they believed I could give them.

Q. But as a fact they did denounce you?—A. They did.

Q. And they became your political antagonists"?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you know Judge Storrs, of Holly Springs?—A, I do.

Q. Is he one of those who opposed your administration?—A. He has
opposed it; he opposed nie simply because, as governor, believing him
to be thoroughly corrupt, I would not re-appoint him as chancellor. I

had an affidavit that he attempted to bribe certain men in a nominating
convention ; and the papers were so strong that, intending to appoint

only honest men to office, I could not possibly appoint that man to

office ; and of course he became my opponent when I refused to re-ap-

point him.

Q. Was he originially appointed to office by you?—A. Governor
Alcorn appointed him to the chancellorship.

Q. Did you re-appoint him ?—A. I could not, because of the affidavits

that were made as to his character.

Q. Were there other leading men in the State of Mississippi belong-

ing to the republican party opposed to you ?—A. As I have said, from

time to time, certain men who expected offices from me, or through me,

but did not get them, became my opponents, and the hostility of each

man can be attributed, as I think, to that fact.

Q. Well, without going into the fact of the cause of their opposition

to you, was there or was there not in Mississippi, in the year 1875, a

violent and a vigorous opposition to you and your administration in

that State in the ranks of the republican party ?—A. I say violent, but

not powerful, not numerous. In my judgment they were a mere hand-

ful, and of that class of men I have named.
Q. Did not Mr. Pease, the ex-Senator, denounce your administration ?

—A. He did.

Q. Did he do it publicly ?—A. He did.

Q. Did not Mr. Alcorn, the present Senator, denounce your admmis-

tration constantly ?—A. He did.

Q. Have they not constantly charged you in public with an effort to
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array the races, one against the other?—A. I am not aware that Mr.
Pease ever did. Senator Alcorn has always made that charge. I do
not think Mr. Pease ever made that charge ; at least, it never attracted

my attention.

Q. Are you aware of Mr. Pease's publication in regard to your admin-
istration ?—A. I never read il, but I know that he did make such
charges.

Q. Did you ever read the statement of Senator Pease's views of Mis-
sissippi politics, published in the New York Tribune of October 12, 1875,

and published in the National liepublican—the Washington adminis-
tration organ ?—A. I did not read it ; I saw detached portions of it.

Q. I read from the New York Tribune of October 12, 1875 :

STATEMENT OF EX-SENATOR PEASE.

[From the Xational Eepublican, (Wasliington,) aJmiuistration organ, October 11.]

The presence in Washington of the Hon. H. R. Pease, recently a Senator in Congress
from the State of Mississippi, and now postmaster at Vicksburgh, atiorded the National
Republican an opportunity yesterday to interview him upon the complicated and in-

teresting subject of Mississijipi politics. » » »

Mr. Pease. I regret to say that in several localities in the State of Mississippi a de-
plorable condition of affairs exists. Indeed, among the peoi>le throughout the State
there is a most lamentable want of confidence in the State government. The colored
people distrust the power of the State under Governor Ames, and the whites generally
question his disposition to admhiister government so as to atford protection of life and
property and maintain domestic tranquillity, for which governments are instituted.

As to his motives, I do not undertake to explain ; but the fact is he has, unfortunately,
pursued a policy calculated to create distrust, and he has caused the white population,
who represent the intelligence and wealth of the State, the two essential elements
upon which the maintenance of good government depends, to believe that he has been,
and is now, attempting to create an open antagonism between the races, and to plunge
the State into a condition of revolution and domestic violence such as will necessitato

martial law, and thereby advance his personal political schemes. » » »

I was going to say that, notwithstanding the excitement incident to partisan strife and
the race-prejudices, which have been wrought up by the extremists on both sides, the
majority of the people, regardless of race or political affiliations, deprecate violence and
are ready to assist the properly constituted authorities in preserving peace. I have no
war to make on Governor Ames personally. lie is deadtr now than Hector, but ho
hopes, by the means ho is pursuing, to secure a legislature that will send him to the
United States Senate. The election takes ijlaco next January. To reach the Senate
was his ulterior purpose in becoming governor. All his appointments are made on the
condition that his appointees shall support him for the Senate.

The preservation of the republican party in MissisHipyd depends upon an honest
administration of the laws of the State, and it will go under unless the remedy for all

our troubles is within political integrity, exact justice, and honest dealing. Federal
intervention is not needed or wanted. The use of force would do more harm than
good. Nine-tenths of tha white population are opposed to him. They want good men
to come into ollice to work a reform in existing abuses. * » * He is cultivating the
Irish. He is appointing Irishmen to oftice wherever he can. He has given one Fitz-

gerald eoWe &/rtHc/it' to raise an Irish regiment. This Fitzgerald is the man who tele-

graphed to the White League commander at Vicksburgh that he was ready on call

with one hundred men to exterminate niggers. He was never a republican, and never
voted the ticket in his life.

What do the colored people say about all this ? They are, of course, very much
excited. Recently, a noted leader among them, Elder Johnson, published an appeal to ,

them to pursue a conservative policy. Like hiui, there are many other colored people
in the State of talent and discretion. Many, though, are operating under the advice of
Frederick Douglass, to strike back. The interview the National Republican had with
him and published has done a great deal of mischief in the South. The colored people

are naturally docile, not given to disturbance, and are easily governed ; but now they
are exceedingly suspicious, and they lack confidence in a man who mentions demo-
cratic principles. They are not recognized. If they were like the Italian or Spaniard,
violence would ensue, and they would soon dispose of their enemies. Fifteen thou-

sand white voters, at least, have been driven out of the republican party in Mississippi

bv Ames's course.
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Q. I read that to you in order to illustrate that which I have asked
you in regard to your knowledge of the existence of opposition to your-
self, and that you may see from that article that there is a very strong-

opposition to you and your course—your administration—in the ranks
of your own party in the State.

DENIAL OF SENATOR PEASE's CHARGES.
A. That is simply an extract from an interview with a correspondent

of the National llepublicau. There are stars following the preliminary
remarks. I speak of that as an extract, because Mr. Pease stated a
number of falsehoods in that which he has retracted. He has retracted
his statement in reference to Fitzgerald, and has apologized to Fitz-

gerald, who, by the way, was a very good Confederate captain, and a
very brave soldier. To be sure, his parents were Irish ; but this same
man that Mr. Pease misrepresented, Mr. Pease apologized to the other
day, and wrote a letter to him, a copy of which I have, that there was
no truth in the statement about Mr. Fitzgerald, and that he stated that
simply in order to injure General Ames ; that General Ames was trying

to injure him, as he believed, with the President, and he made this state-

ment to injure General Ames. So that, as far as that is concerned, Mr.
Pease stated a falsehood, and he knew it to be a falsehood, apparently.
I say, on the strength of his letter, that he knew he was stating that
which was not true.

Q. Where is that letter?—A. When you go to Jackson you will find

Mr. Fitzgerald there, and he will give you the original. I have copies

of it, and will furnish them to you with great satisfaction, if you desire.

The republican paper there published this letter. You will find it in

the Pilot of about a month and a half ago.

He says in this newspaper article which you have read :

To reach the Senate was his ulterior purpose in becoming governor ; all his appoint-

ments are made ou the couditiou that his appointees shall support him for the Senate.

That is utterly and absolutely false ; and if Mr. Pease was possessed

of ordinary intelligence he would have known it.

He said that I was trving to create a race-antagonism, and he says

in the same letter that 1 was cultivating the Irish, which is totally at

variance with his first assertion, that I was endeavoring to create a race-

antagonism. Of course, that is the same statement that any renegade
from any party will make about the party ; it matters not whether it is

a republican or a democratic party.

Q. Was this man postmaster then T—A. Yes, sir.

Q. When was he appointed?—A. When he was in tlie Senate.

Q. When he was in the Senate !—A. Yes, sir.

Q. But his term had expired ?—A. Yes, sir ; he did not hold the office

of postmaster, but the nomination was sent in, I think, before he re-

signed from the Senate. It was almost instantaneous with his leaving

the Senate.
The Chairman. My recollection is that his nomination was sent in

after he left the Senate.

Q. (By Mr. Bayard.) How long did he hold the position of post-

master?—A. He has it still.

Q. Did you endeavor to have him removed from that position ?—A. I

did.

THE TURBULENCE AT FRIAR'S POINT.

Q. Among the instances of turbulence that you refer to—" riot,'' I

think, was the word you used—did you include the Friar's Point war ?—
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A. I did not refer to it. It is a matter that ought to be investigated.

It somewhat preceded in point of time these other events to which I

referred.

Q. Did that occur in the fall of 1875, in October I—A. It was about the
time of the nomination of the candidates.

Q. It was pending the canvass in 1875?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. (By the Chairman.) Was that previous to the Clinton riot ?—A. I

think it was; I don't know the date.

Q. (By Mr. Bayard.) It was, I think, in October.—A. Then it may
have been subsequent to the Clinton riot. It grew out of the nomina-
tion for candidates for county and State officers.

Q. Was the riot a riot between the democratic and republican par-
ties?—A. It was a riot in which the poor negroes were killed by the
score, it is reported ; and in which the colored men appeared alone on
one side, and in which the democracy, with barely one or two republi-

cans, appeared on the other side.

Q. That is your statement of that conflict?—A. That is my statement
and understanding of that conflict.

Q. Who were the leaders of the two sides?—A. The sheriff of the
county was one.

Q. What was his name!—A. John Brown, a colored man.
Q. A Mississippi manf—A. I do not know his private history. I do

not know whether he was a Mississippi man or not. There was one,
General Chalmers, a democrat, and, if I mistake not, a lawyer by the
name of Keed.

Q. Are you giving them now all on one side?—A. I have said that
Brown led the republicans; now I am speaking of the democratic side.

Q. Who composed the republicans there ; were they wholly negroes ?

—

A. In the main. If you will let me take another step: I say tbat the
rei)ublicans, mainly colored men, headed by the sheriff", John Brown,
were on one side; and, 1 think, a democrat, named Chalmers, and another
by the name of Keed, were on the other side, and that they were asso-

ciated with Senator Alcorn.

Q. Do I understand you to state to the committee that that riot at
Friar's Point, in October last, was the result of a party division between
the republicans and the democrats—was it a party warfare ?—A. If you
will permit me to state the case, I will do so. As reported by Sheriff
Brown, and other men who came to me, it is believed that that con-
flict and those murders were due to the action of Senator Alcorn. The
democracy of that locality were allied to him and supporting him.

Q. Allied to whom ?—A. Alcorn—following him. As rei)orted tome
by the sheriff, it was Senator Alcorn who originated that trouble, and
who gave it countenance and heaJ.

Q. Why would Senator Alcorn do that ?—A. I can only state to you
my understanding of the case. When he ran for governor two years
ago, this man John Brown ran for sheriff", and carried the county almost
unanimously against Alcorn. Coahoma County, in 1873, went 1,295 for

the republicans, only 5 less than 1,300, and went 294 for the democrats,
less than 300. That is, I received about 1,300 votes there, and Alcorn
about 300. It is reported to me that he said that he was going to carry
his own county for himself, and that my friends and supporters should
not carry the county ; and it is reported to me by Mr. Brown and others
that Mr. Alcorn went into the town for the purpose of preventing the
nominations that were to take place, or to prevent the meeting. That
you may understand it, let me say that Mr. Alcorn's own sou was asso-
ciated with Mr. Brown as sheriff, and supported Mr. Brown in that
affair.
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Q. Without fatiguing you and the committee with giving the details

of all the reasons that led to this collision, but to come at the fact, I

ask you whether this riot and bloodshed grew out of the political strug-

gles of the two parties, or whether it was not from other causes ; and, I

may say, one of the causes alleged was the maladministration of his of-

fice by this Sheriff Brown.—A. It is true that certain charges had been
brought against Brown. Nothing, I understand, has ever been sus-

tained against Mr. Brown in the administration of his office. In fact,

since he has been sheriff the office has been conducted by Mr. Alcorn's
own son.

Q. In answer to that I will refer you to an account published by Sen-

ator Alcorn in the same paper that I read from before—The IS^ew York
Tribune—over his own signature, dated Friar's Point, Mississippi, Octo-

ber 11, 1875, in which he gives to the editor of the Tribune the history

of the facts of the troubles at Friar's Point. That account is as follows:

SENATOR ALCORN'S ACCOUNT OF TJBE FRIAR'S POINT TURBULENCE.
To the EdUor of the Tribune :

Sir : You ask me to give the facts toucbiiig the troubles at Friar's Point. I will do
so as briefly as I cau. Wo have for sberiff a colored mau from Oberlin, Ohio, elected

two years ago on the Ames ticket. His bond was made by Ames, who, a year ago,

surrendered him on the plea that he had appropriated to his own use nearly $5,000 of
the revenues belonging to the State, and had demanded the co-operation of the trea-

surer of the county, a white republican, in a fraud upon the county treasurer for

nearly !^6,000 more. • A number of wealthy planters, all conservatives, all of whom
had opposed his election, ignorant of the facts touching his default, became his bonds-

men, in the hope, as they said, that he might be controlled in the interests of peace.

The State senator from this district, elected four years ago, was a colored man from

Ohio, named Bol's. Two years ago, and while holding the ofitice of senator, he was
appointed receiver of public money. A year afterward he defaulted with a large sum
and ran away.

Smith, another Ohio negro, was sent from Jackson to this district to run for a senato-

rial vacancy, and was elected, and now holds the office. At the close of the last ses-

sion of the legislature, Smith was appointed receiver of public money. Subsequently,

he was appointed our county superintendent of education, at fOOO a year. All these

offices he now holds. Two mouths ago Shentf Brown made known to the negroes that

Smith must be elected to both of the offices of circuit and chancery clerk. This was
not satisfactory to the negroes. It alarmed the tax-payers. Among the powers ot

chancery clerk are those of approving official bonds and keeping the records of the

board of supervisors, the tasing-powo: of the county. These offices would make the

ring for the plunder of the county complete in Brown and Smith. The negroes of tba

county, urged by the tax-payers, made stubborn resistance to Browu's programme to

control them.
# * # * * * *

2. There is the statement of Mr. Alcorn in relation to this very difficulty

which, as you say, requires investigation, showing, if we are to take

his statement of the occurrence, very gross corruptions in office, which,

as there was no correction apparently in the power of the State, was
met by what you might call " mob law."

CRITICISM OF SENATOR ALCORN'S STATEMENT.

A. They had the correction in the courts. In what I have said in ref-

erence- to Mr. Alcorn particularly, I wish to be understood that it was
reported to me that Alcorn did thus and so. Of course I do not wish

to say positively that Alcorn did do thus and so—it was on the author-

ity of Brown and others. In the first place, the statement there made
by Mr. Alcorn that I made Browu's bond in the first instance, I wish to

say is a gross mistake. I never went on anybody's bond. I never had

anything to do with any bond in the State. The remedy for all these

things was through the courts. I know that Alcorn's son is an earnest

and zealous supporter of Brown. Brown has reported to me that

there were twenty-five or thirty colored men killed; and that although
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he was sheriff of the county he was compelled to flee, and has not been
able to return, or was unable during the rest of his term to discharge
his duties.

Q. Do you know as a fact whether Mr. Alcorn was himself unglerarms
to prevent his return "?—A. If I am not mistaken, Mr. Brown reported
that Alcorn was there with, a double barrel shot-gun in his hand, pre-

pared to fire upon him ; and I say that remark of Alcorn's in the paper
you have read, indicates the degree of lawlessness that was there. Al-
though these two men. Brown and Alcorn's son, were officers of the
county, they were not applied to for redress ; and they said that if

certain men do attempt to return we cannot be responsible for the con-

sequences ; which means that, in all probability, they would be shot
down or assassinated if they did return. I can only give, in reference

to this matter, the general idea of the events that came to me, which is

entirely different and contrary to the statement made by Senator Al-
corn; and I can only suggest, in view of what has occurred there, that
it would be well to investigtite that matter very thoroughly, and ascer-

tain whether Mr. Alcorn was justified in pursuing the course he did

—

resorting to violence instead of to the law. He has written this letter

since, to justify himself for his acts before the country.

Q. \Yhat was his object in resorting to violence ?—A. As I under-
.stand it, it was to prevent the colored people coming in and making
their nominations or holding meetings.

Q. Then did you mean that Mr. Alcorn is opposed to the colored peo-
ple ?—A. You can probably draw your own conclusion.

Q. Ko, I ask you to state the fact, if it is a tact, because it is a public
fact in Mississippi.—A. Will you repeat your question !

Q. Do you mean that Sir. Alcorn is opposed to the colored people ?

—

A. I did not say that.

Q. Why did you say that he wished to prevent them from making
nominations?—A. It was reported to me by Mr. Brown, that believing
the nominations of Brown and his friends, if made, would result in their

election, he endeavored to prevent those nominations.
Q. Was Alcorn's opposition then to the meeting of that convention

on the ground that it would result in opposition to his wishes ?—A. It

was so reported to mo.

Q. Did or did not Alcorn generally rely n])on the negro vote of that
State in his political plans—did he not seek it .'—A. The event referred
to occurred in 1875. In 1873 he ran for governor and received only
the votes of the white men of the State.

Q. The question I asked of you was, whether he sought and wished
to obtain the votes of the negroes ?—A. I am unable to say that. I can
give you as matter of history that he received the white votes of the
people of the State.

Q. I am not asking you that question. I am asking you as to your
knowledge and belief whether General Alcorn sought the support of the
negro voters of the State ?—A. I presume he sought them as any candi-
date would seek them.

Q. Was not General Alcorn notoriously an applicant for negro votes
as well as for all the other votes he could get?—A. I presume that was
the case.

Q. llave you any knowledge that General xVlcorn ever prevented ne-

groes from voting, or of his seeking to prevent them ?—A. I have no
personal knowledge of his doing so. •
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SOURCES OF KNOWLEDGE OF VIOLENCE OR INTIMIDATION.

Q. You have referred to various acts of violence and intimidation

;

have you personal knowledge of any of those acts !—A. I never saw an
act of violence performed.

Q. Did you ever see an act of intimidation performed 1—A. Jn'o, I

never saw an act of violence performed.

Q. Then what you have said is derived from the information of other
people?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. On the day of election where were you ?—A. I was in Jackson.
Q. (By Mr. M(;Millan.) Were the reports which you received official

reports?—A. I received all kinds of reports, official and otherwise; but
they all came to me as the governor of the State. The people there

—

certainly the republicans—are more dependent upon their oihcials than
they are in other States, say the Northern States, and all these commu-
nications came to me as governor of the State.

Q. (By Mr. Bayard.) You have been asked by Mr. McMillan whether
they were official reports. Please state what you mean by official re-

ports.—A. An official report would be the report of the sheriff", as sher-

iff", to me as governor.

Q. Is it his official duty to make reports to you of these occurrences ?

—A. Sheriffs have reported to me. To illustrate : the sheriff' of Hinds
County made an official report to me that he could not keep the peace,
and asked me to assist him.

Q. When was that made ?—A. At the time of the Clinton riot.

Q. In what year ?—A. Last year.

Q. In 1875 ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. What was that sheriff^'s name ?—A. Harney. That was a thor-

oughly official report. It was in writing. There were numerous official

communications from sheriffs showing their inability to keep the peace,
and signed by them as officers. As peace-officers of the county they
wrote to me, as governor, for assistance ; and those I call official reports.

Q. The other statements received were from individuals, not officers ?

—

A. From individuals and officers, and addressed to me, as governor,
appealing for assistance and protection. Of course, a i)erson who is

not an officer could not perform an official act.

Q. At the time of the election were you in Jackson ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you go to the polls and vote "?—A. No, sir ; I did not.

Q. Were you a witness of that election ?—A. In passing to and from
my office I observed the people in the vicinity of one of the polls.

Q. I understood you to say that you have not, at any time since you
have been in Mississippi, been a witness to any act of violence or intimi-

dation to prevent the exercise of the political franchise "?—A. That is

going over considerable ground.
Q. Well, in 1875 ?—A. No, I saw nothing in 1875. I was not where I

would be very likely to see anything of the kind.

Q. I am only asking a fact, generally, whether or not you did. I

merely wish to know how far you speak of your own knowledge, and
how far from information and understanding, of these various acts of

intimidation and violence. You only know from information derived

from other persons—is that so?—A. That is so.

JUDICIAL APP0INT3IENTS.

Q. Who appointed the judges of the various courts in Mississippi

under your present constitution ?—A. Governor Alcorn.

Q. Were all those whom you found in office his appointees ?—A. Yes,
sir.
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Q. Did yoa appoint none yourself ?—A. I appointed the chancellors.

Q. IIow many of those?—A. I appointed about eighteen or nineteen.

All but one or two.

Q. Were those all in office up to the time you resigned ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. What are the miuor judiciary in that State?—A. The judiciary

consists of the supreme court, then circuit judges and chancellors. The
minor officials or judges are merely justices of the peace.

Q. Who appoints tbeiu ?—A. They are elected by the people. The
judges and chauceilors are appointed by the governor.

THE JURY SYSTEM.

Q. What is your jury system there?—A. The electors are qualified

to be jurors.

Q. Who are your jurors elected by?—A. The board of supervisors.

The executive officers of a county consist of a board of supervisors.

Each county has five supervisors, one in each of the five districts.

Q. IIow are they chosen?—A. They are elected by the people, and
they select the names of the jurors.

Q. How is your sheriff chosen ?—A. He is elected by the people.

Q. Has he anything to do with the selection of the jurors?—A. I

think the names are drawn. In case of a special venire he makes up a

list of names.
Q. Jiut in the ordinary panel the jurors are selected by the super-

visors ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. (By Mr. McMillan.) That is the whole panel of persons for jurors

during the year ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. (By Mr. Bayard.) The same remark will apply to your grand juries
as well as to the petit juries.—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do the supervisors and the sherift" and the justices of the peace
corrcspoiul to the prevailing political sentiment of the county in which
they live; tbey are all elective officers ?—A. As a general thing, all the
officers in the county are of the same political cast.

Q. Of the same political character ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And that is, of course, dependent upon the majority 1—A. Yes,

sir.

WHERE VIOLENCE AND INTIMIDATION EXISTED.

Q. You have stated the violence and intimidation to have existed in

the republican counties of the State ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. You have not referred to violence in any but republican counties ?

—A. No, sir.

Q. Such is the fact, is it not ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Were not, then, all these justices of the peace, chancellors, the

judiciary, and the machinery for choosing juries in the hands of the
dominant party in those counties ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. I need not ask you if all the United States officers in that State
were not members of the republican party ; that was so, was it not ?

—

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Then the grand juries and the petit juries, and the judges, and the
sherifls, and the supervisors, by whom the jurors were selected, were all

controlled by the dominant party in those counties ?—A. They were all

belonging to the dominant party.

Q, Would you wish to state anything now in regard to the other
counties of the State except these republican counties to which you have
referred ?—A. I have no desire to state anything except for the infor-

mation of the committee. The violence was in the republican counties
of the State.
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Q. Have you named all the counties of tlie State in which you have
information of the existence of taese alleged acts of violence and intim-

idation ?—A. I have not. I would have to name nearly all the repub-
lican counties in the State in order to do so.

Q. Well, it would be well, if you have any knowledge and are speak-
ing of matters, to give the names of counties in which you have any
knowledge at all.—A. It would be simply naming over some thirty or
thirty-five counties, that is all.

Q. And do you allege that these occurrences were in each one of those
counties ?—A. More or less in all ; the movement was very general.

STATE VOTE OF 1873 AND 1875.

Q. What was the relative vote of 1875 and 1873 in the State 1 What
was the aggregate of the two years f—A. I am not certain. In 1873 it

was 122,000 or 124,000. I think in 1875 it was much larger.

Q. A larger vote was polled in 1875 than in 1873 all over the State?

—

A. I think so. That is my impression.

Q. Did you attend at auv time anv political meetings in the State in

1875 ?—A. I did not.

COLORED PEOPLE AT DEMOCRATIC MEETINGS.

Q. Have you any knowledge oftheattendance of large bodies of colored

people at the conservative or democratic meetings f—A. [Pausing.] I

hesitate, in order to run over in my mind the various counties. I do uoi
recollect receiving any information of tbat kind. Doubtless I may
have seen in the democratic press that conservative colored men were
present at such places. That would be au item of news that would be
commented upon.

Q. I ask you merely whether you know of that fact.—A. I have no
knowledge of that fact.

Q. You were not aware of that fact ?—A. No, sir.

CALL ON THE PRESIDENT FOR TROOPS—WHY MADE.

Q. You say that you called upon the President for troops in 1875 ?—A.
Yes, sir.

Q. Was tbat before or after this Friar's Point trouble !—A. I cannot

recollect. It was immediately in connection with the Clinton trouble.

Q. When was that ?—A. That was early in September. I think pro-

bably the 4th, 5th, or 6th of September, if I mistake not.
Q."^ At that time you called for the troops ?—A. I called for troops

within the following seven days after the Clinton riot occurred. The
riot was on Saturday, and I called for troops during the next week.

Q. Has your correspondence with the Department been published ?

—

A. I think it was published at that time.

Q. Have you copies of it ?—A. With my papers ; not here.

Q. At the time you called upon the Executive of the United States

for troops, had you failed through the regular officers of the law of your

State to have process served in any case !—A. The sheriffof the county

reported to me officially that he was absolutely unable to command the

peace in that county. I knew that of my own personal knowledge. I

know that the city of Jackson was full of terror-stricken fugitives

from all parts of the county, and that there was no power, no law ex-

isting in thai county for the preservation of peace.

Q. Let me repeat my question. Can you state to this committee any

resistance of Jsgal process prior to the time of your calling for troops .'—

A. By legal process you mean
Q. The service of a writ of summons or of arrest.—A. The condition
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of affairs was such at tbat time that I doubt if auy attempt of that kiud
was made.

Q. Well, then, I will ask you, had the attempt been made to your
knowledge ?—A. I am unable to state that positively.

Q. Do you know of any case in the State where there has been forci-

ble resistance to the civil process of the courts 1—A. I cannot state.

Q. When you say you cannot state, do you know of any case ?—A.
I do not know of any case ; but I do know that there was a state of
riot and lawlessness existing of such a character that tiie sheriffs of the
counties dared not attempt to do anything of the kiud. They dared
not even leave their houses to go out in the county to perform any kiud
of duty.

Q. 1 ask you, do you know the fact whether there was any resistance

to process, when issued, in that State ?—A. That statement 1 have
made ; I would say that I do not know of any facts of that kind.

Q. 1)0 you know of any cases—and, if so, state the case—of resistance

to the enforcement of the laws of the State?—A. 1 have cited numer-
ous cases, as I understand it, where the sheriffs and peace-officers were
resisted. By " resisted " I do not mean to say that it is necessary for

a man to be knocked down ; but the sheriffs were so far intimidated by
the demonstrations of force that they abstained from discharging their

duties. They regarded it as unsafe and unwise, and liable to lead to
a sacrilice of life to make the attempt.

Q. Do you know of a case where process of the courts has been re-

turned with that statement ?—A. I do not.

CONTESTED SEATS AS RESULT OF ELECTION.

Q. As a result of the election of 1875, are you aware that any contest
Mas made for a seat in the legislature by any man who was defeated ?

—

A. I am aware of a contest—an attempted contest.

Q. There were contests ?—A. You asked if 1 knew of any one. I say
yes.

Q. State the case.—A. The case of Barrett, in Amite County, in the
lower house. There was another contest in the senate.

Q. State that.—A. One between a republican, of the name of Sulli-

van, and a democrat, of tlie name of Chalmers.
Q. Were there other cases of contest growing out of the late elec-

tion •?—A. None to my knowledge.
Q. Do you know of auj contest for the seat of any Representative in

the Congress of the United States growing out of that election f—A.
1 only know by newspaper report that one was attempted or threatened.

Q. Threatened f—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Who threatened?—A. A Mr. lioderick Seal, the democratic can-
didate, against the sitting member, John 11. Lynch. 1 say it was threat-

ened in the press ; what transpired here I know not.

Q. That is the only knowledge you haAC of any contest ?—A. Y"es,

sir.

Q. Were the two contests in the Mississippi legislature republicans
against democrats, or democrats against republicans !—A. One on each
side—a democrat against a re])ublican in one case, and a republican
against a democrat in the other. In the senate the contest was
of a democrat against a republican, and the contesting democrat
was seated ; but in the house, in the case of the republican contestant,
the application was disregarded entirely—was not considered at all.

And I do know that candidates for Congress, the republican candidates
for Congress in all of the republi an districts but one, have asserted time
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and again that tbej were defrauded out of their election, but that it

would be folly to make a contest before a democratic House. That was
the feeling there. I' know that that same feeling existed in reference
to the democratic house of the State legislature.

Q. These are within your own knowledge?—A. Within my own
knowledge, and through my intercourse with the men who were defeated.

Q. Have you mentioned all the cases of contest that you know of
growing out of that election ?—A. I do not now recall any other con-
test. I do not think there was any other in the State legislature.

SWORN STATEMENTS OF YIOLENCE AND INTIMIDATION.

Q. Were any statements of those acts of violence and intimidation,
of which you have spoken in your testimony, and of which you say you
have no i^ersonal knowledge, conveyed to you by sworn statement ?

—

A. They were conveyed to me
Q. Well, answer the question.—A. I have sworn statements to that

effect—to the effect that this violence did exist ; but my impression is

that the first information given was not sworn to. Subsequently sworn
statements were made.

Q. Where are those statements ?—A. Among my papers.

Q. Where are those papers ?—A, They are with my trunk.

Q. Where is that?—A. Many of my things are in Bay Saint Louis.

My chest of papers I left in New Orleans.

Q. Those palmers were addressed to you officially as governor ?—A.
Yes, sir,

Q. You did not leave them in the governor's ofiSce when you resigned?
—A. O, no, sir. There are a certain class of papers I did not leave in

my ofiSce, and the papers of that kind are among them.
Q. They were official documents'?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Addressed to you as governor ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Is it not customary to file them in the office of the executive of

state ?—A. Not in Mississippi. When I went in as governor, there

was not a paper to be had that went back of the administration of my
immediate predecessor—not one in the office ; and those that were left

by him, of all kinds, he attempted—he desired to remove.
Q. Who was that?—A. I speak of Governor Towers. I say that

there is no document in that office, of a prior administration to his, of

any kind.

Q. There had been a war and revolution immediately preceding that,

had there not ?—A. About ten years previous.
'(^. But those papers that were sent to you thus officially were retained

by you personally ?—A. They were retained by me.
Q. And are now in your personal custody ?—A. Are now in my per-

sonal custody.

UNITED STATES TROOPS IN MISSISSIPPI IN 1875.

Q. What United States troops were there in Mississippi during the

election of 1875 ?—A. There were about 90 to 100 men at Vicksburg.

Q. Under whose command ?— A. Do you mean the local officer?

Q. Who was the officer in command of the troops ?—A. It was the

commanding officer of the department ; General Augur, probably

Q. Were the officers in the State of Mississippi under any one offi-

cer ?—A. They were all under the command of the officer commanding
the department, and that, I think, was General Augur, at New Orleans.

Q. Who was the local officer in command in Mississippi ?—A. There
was no one officer in general command in the State. There were three

I)osts : one at Vicksburg, one at Jackson, and one at Holly Springs.

3 Miss
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Q. Just state who were the officers in command of these three
posts ?—A. I do not know. I am not positive. My impression is that
the officer in command at Vicksburg was Major Hunt ; but I do not
know that I am right. I never met him to know him ; but that is my
impression. At Jackson the troops were commanded by Major Allen.
The troops at Holly Springs were sent there on account of the yellow
fever on the Gulf—sent there for sanitary reasons. The commanding
officer of the post there I did not know. I never had any intercourse
or communication with him. Those were the only troops in the State.

Q. How many, then, in all, were in that State at that election in
1875!—A. I think there were 100 at Vicksburg and about 120 at
Jackson, and probably there were 200 at Holly Springs. I simply judge
from what 1 know to be the numerical strength of a company. There
were, probably, not 500 troops in the State.

Q. Were you in communication with the "War Department or the
Attorney-General in regard to the presence or use of those troops ?—A.
I was, with both—or rather with the Attorney-General's Department, I
think. I do not remember that I had any intercourse with the "War
Department, although I do remember now that some instructions from
the President came through the "War Department.

Q. About what fact ?—A. I cannot now recollect the character of the
communication. I am not positive that I am not associating or recalling

events that occurred a year ago with reference to the Vicksburg riots.

I rather think I am.
Q. The "S'icksburg riot was caused by the deposition of Crosby, was

it not ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. "Who sent for troops ?—A. The legislature of the State called for

those troops; the President sent them.
Q. The legislature ?—A. The legislature of the State, as provided in

the Constitution of the United States.

Q. Sent for the troops ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And for what purpose?—A. To maintain a republican form of gov-
ernment.

Q. Where ?—A. In the State of Mississippi, Warren County.
Q. Did that trouble relate to the possession of the office of sheriff of

that county ?—A. It did.

Q. By whose immediate order were those troops sent there?—A. I

do not know as I could say under whose immediate order. The Presi-

dent could order the Secretary of War, and the Secretary of War or-

ders the commanding officer of the department.
Q. Who was that officer ?—A. I think that it was General W\ H.

Emery. He sends a man- to "V^icksburg with two companies, who are
separate and distinct, not attached to any other command, and subordi-
nate to no one but General Emery.

Q. Do you know whether the person who was holding the office—

I

mean in possession of the office at that time—was ejected and Crosby
put back by this military force?—A. A man by the name of Flanagan
usurped the oilicc, but without any election. He was ejected.

Q. He was ejected by the troops and Crosby put in ?—A. Crosby
put in, so far as a man was put in by ejecting a man who had taken
possession of the realty of his office.

Q. Was or not Crosby placed in possession of his office by military
power ?—A. Flanagan was ejected and Crosby was installed ; or, rather,

he was protected in the discharge of his duties.

Q. And that was by military force ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Had you any understanding with the Administration here in re-
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gard to the use of those troops to keep the peace on the election in
1875 ?—A. My understanding of the situation last fall was simply this:

that I applied for troops and failed to get them ; that I could not possi-
bly get them ; that under no circumstances could I obtain those troops
unless there was open, violent warfare.

Q. I speak now in regard to the troops that were there.—A. I had no
control over them.

Q. Had you any communication with the officers in charge of them in
regard to their duty in suppressing violence, or anything of that kind?
A. 2^one whatever. I was in daily intercourse with the officers, but I
had no more control of them than you had at the time. In case of
bloodshed in the city of Jackson, or wherever they were, they might
have been used to keep the peace. But they could do nothing bearing
upon the election, or anything of that kind.

Q. Was it understood that, in case of a riot on the day of the elec-

tion, the troops then in the State would interfere to keep the peace?

—

A. They could be used to prevent bloodshed.
Q. Would they have been ready for that purpose?—A. They would.
Q. Have you any knowledge of any interference by them at all ?—A.

Not the least. It would depend upon what you mean by interference.

After the Clinton riot Major Allen went with an orderly and two offi-

cers up to Clinton, ten miles off, to see what was transpiring there
;

but there was no interference by him. On the contrary, Major Allen
loaned a cannon to the democracy, and I think he was very strongly their

friend, as I understand. He did nothing that was objectionable to the
opposition ; that is, there was no interference to prevent them from
doing anything they saw fit.

Q. Do you mean by that that he could have prevented intimidation
or violence, which he failed to do, or failed to report ?—A. He had no
authority to act. He could not interfere to prevent violence.

Q. Then why did you state that he was in accord with one of the
parties ?—A. You asked if he interfered. I said that would depend
upon what you might call interference. He went over to Clinton with
an orderly and two or three officers, and while he did not interfere,

perhaps his presence there might be so understood. He reported the
killing of two or three colored men while he was there, but he did not
interfere.

Q. (By Mr. Bayaed.) He did not go there for tho purpose of interfer-

ing?—A. No, sir.

Q. (By Mr. McMillan.) What was that which you stated in regard

to Major Allen lending cannon ?—A. I said that he let the democrats
have a cannon in one of their parades, and also to carry into an adja-

cent county. He let the republicans also have a cannon to fire a salute.

I simply mentioned that to show the relations he bore to the democracy.

Q. Was there any partiality about that ?—A. No, sir ; there was no
partiality about that, so far as any criticism I have to offer. I did

not know but you were indicating that he may have interfered with the

efforts of the opposition in carrying the election, and these facts are

given to show that there could not possibly have been any.

Q. My object has been, and I think you understand it, to make myself

as clear to you as I can. My objects are only of a public character, and
I endeavor to state them as clearly as I can. You have referred to this

gentleman as being in accordance with one of the political parties.—A.

No, I did not intend to say so.

Q. Then you may make your own statement about that.—A. I used

the word " friendly." By that I did not mean that he was actively par-
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ticipating, perhaps, on either side, or for either party, but that he was
on terms of friendly relation with both ; that was what I meant to say.

REPUBLICAN TAPERS IN IVHSSISSIPPI.""

Q. How many republican papers are there in Mississippi?—A. There
have been some 20 or 25. My impression is that there are not so many
at the present time.

Q. Do you know how many there are now?—A. I cannot tell you how
many there are now ; I know there were some conducted for the can-

vass, and that only.

REPUBLICAN MEMBERS OF CONGRESS.

Q. How many republican members were elected to Congress from
Mississippi in 1875 ?—A. Two.

By Mr. McDonald :

Q. This tabular statement that you referred to yesterday in regard to

the vote for the years 1873 and 1875, you admit to be correct, I believe?

—A. 1 have not examined that of last year; that of 1875 I presume is

correct. I think it is, as you say, substantially correct ; I have no doubt
that they are both substantially correct.
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REPUBLICAN VOTE OF MISSISSIPPI.

Q. In 1873 the aggregate republican vote is put down at 70,462. Is
that about the fair republican vote of the State '?—A. Well, 1 believe
that at that election the republican party was defrauded in two republi-
can counties of from 5,000 to 10,000 votes. It was undetermined until

two days before the election of 1873 that there would be an election.

That, of course, had its influence on tbe vote ; but that is i^erhaps a
fair index of the republican vote.

Q. That aggregate ?—A. Yes, sir. It was some 8,000 or 10,000 larger
than in 1809.

Q. It was a very much larger vote by the republican party than had
been polled before!—A. I canuot say without an examination of the
record.

Q. But I am uow speaking of the republican vote polled in 1873.—A.
I have never compared that very minutely ; but I think that is about
the aggregate vote—nearly as full as it has ever been cast.

Q. In what two counties do you claim that there was a loss of repub-
lican votes in 1873 by fraud !—A. Warren County and Monroe County.
Warren County had formerly given 3,500 majority for the republicans.

I do not remember how much it gave in 1873. I know there were frauds
committed.

Q. The whole vote in 1873 in that county was not quite 3,000 votes ?

—

A. Previously the republican majority had been 3,000 or 3,500.

Q. What was the ordinary aggregate vote for Warren County!—A.
I think about 6,000. That is my impression only.

Q. And in the other county that you say there was a loss of republi-

can votes by fraud?—A. The republicans counted on a majority of from
1,000 to 1,500 in the county.

Q. That was Monroe County?—A. In Monroe County.
Q. Do you know what the aggregate vote in that county ordinarily

is?—A. 1 do not.

Q. Do you remember what the aggregate vote was in 1873?—A. I do
not remember what it was at that time. I know that there was a serious

complication, and the returns elected democrats, or democrats and
bolters, if you please, from the republican party ; and they contested

those seats, and were unanimously rejected. The bolters or democrats

—

I think they were mostly bolters—were rejected by both republicans

and democrats in the house because of the frauds perpetrated at that

time.

Q. I see this tabular statement has the vote for State treasurer both

in 1873 and 1875.—A. That is for the reason that in 1875 the only gen-

eral State election was for State treasurer, to fill a vacancy which ex-

isted by the death of the State treasurer. You understand that in 1873

all the State officers were elected.

Q. Governor as well?—A. Governor as well.

Q. In 1873 the candidates for governor were yourself and Senator Al-

corn ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. How did the vote between the gubernatorial candidates compare

with the vote between the candidates for State treasurer in 1875 ?—A.

I think that they were nearly the same. I ran ahead of my ticket some
700 or 1,000 votes ; but then, so far as the ticket that I was on is con-

cerned, it ran very nearly parallel with all the candidates.

Q. The average majority, then, I suppose, was 22,976 or about that—
that was about your majoritv?—A. No, sir; that is more than my ma-

jority. My majority was about 20,000. Although I received more votes

than any man on my ticket, still, some of the candidates on Alcorn's
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ticket received very few votes, indeed. So that is a more favorable

showing to the republican side than my vote could have been.

THE DEMOCRATIC VOTE IN 1873.

Q. I desire to ask you, General, as a fact, whether the democratic

vote in 1873 was not a very light one, there being no democratic candi-

date for governor, and they having, as you said, the choice between
evils ?—A. I think it compares very favorably with any vote that had
been cast previously to that time.

Q. Well, previously to that time had that not been the character of

the elections—the same condition of things, the opponents being republi-

cans for governor and for the leading ofiices ?—A. It may have had some
effect.

Q. I say, were not the previous elections, in that respect, similar to

this ?—A. In 1868 the democratic candidate for governor was a major-

general in the confederate service. General Humphreys, a very popular

man ; but, though elected. General Humphreys failed to come in, as the

constitution under which he was elected was defeated at the polls. At
the next election the democratic party picked up Mr. Dent, the gentle-

man whom I spoke of, that they came to this city to obtain.

Q. That was selecting a candidate from the opposition, was it not f

—

A. I think he passed as a republican there.

Q. Another choice of evils !—A.- Another choice of evils. And then

between Alcorn and myself. I presume they wanted neither candidate,

but it was a choice of evils. But the State was very thoroughly can-

vassed in 18G9, and also in 18G8. There have also been elections every

year. There was one in 1871, where the sum total of the votes could be
obtained.

OPPOSITION OF MR. WELLS.

Q. (By Mr. Bayard.) Is Mr. Wells, the present member of Congress,

one of the leading men in opposition to you in your own party ?—A. Yes,

sir. He was a candidate for the United States Senate, and was a very

earnest supporter of mine up to that time. He canvassed the State with

me. He was the gentleman about whom Senator Alcorn and I had
some little controversy in the Senate, Senator Alcorn deeming him
absolutely unfit for the position of district attorney for the northern

district of Mississippi.

Q. He was one among the political leaders of the republican party

opposed to you in your administration of the State of Mississippi f—A.

Yes, sir. I think it is due to myself that I should state the motive of

a man who is a very bitter opponent to myself. In such cases we are

disposed to inquire whether the fault is in the one man or the other

;

whether the accuser is entirely bad and the accused entirely good. I

think it is due to myself to say that when he failed to get the election

to the United States Senate, from that moment he became my enemy,

Q. Has ho been one of those who has publicly denounced your ad-

ministration of the State of Mississippi ?—A. Y"es, sir; and he has cer-

tainly circulated absolutely false statements. He went before the inves-

tigating committee of the legislature in Mississippi and made a series

of statements, not one of which was true. I spoke a while ago of the

readiness with which the democracy of the State has taken up Mr.

Dent, and other republicans that they thought they could use ; and
while Mr. Wells has been denounced by them as much as any man, as

soon as he attempted to split the republican party in his district, and
ran on the democratic ticket, he was supported by them and elected by
them to Congress, though he claims to be a repuljlican.
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Q. (By Mr. Cameron.) He was elected by democrats ?—A. It cau be
said almost entirely by the democrats. In all those republican counties
that he claimed were supporting him, the democratic ticket went through
successfully, and it was purely by wliat, in each county, would be
regarded as democratic votes that he was elected.

Q. Do you believe that there was an arrangement there that he should
be elected ?—A. It has been publicly stated in the papers that there was
an arrangement, and it has never been denied.

SCHISM IN THE REPUBLICAN PARTY.

Q. (By Mr. Bayard.) Was there not a very serious schism in the
republican ranks at the last election in Mississippi which you have just
illustrated by the case of Mr. Wells, whom you state made an alliance

with the democrats ?—A. I repeat again, that there was no serious
schism in numbers, but in violence on the part of the very few who did
desert. That is my understanding.

Q. Then you speak of violent republicans ?—A. By violence I mean
the excessive hostility, animosity, and venoniousness of the few who
have gone.

Q. Few what?—A. Few republicans who have created this schism;
that is, the number is insignificant.

Q. I ask you whether they did or did not succeed in creating a schism
in your party ranks, by whatever means you please.—xV. No, sir; sub-

stantially not.

Q. Yet they succeeded in being elected?—A. By democratic ma-
chinery; and the only one that was elected was this man Wells, and uis"

Iriends, the men that he claimed in some of the counties, I think one
or two, he was able to carry uj) some delegates to the convention; and
those counties, which he claimed as republican counties, went democratic,
and it was b^- those votes that he was elected.

Q. He got the republican nomination ?—A. No, sir.

Q. Who did get it?—A. The former member of Congress, Mr. Howe.
Q. Did Wells run also as a republican ?—A. Yes, sir. He claimed

that he had the nomination; but he had out of forty votes in the cou-

v'ention only about seven.

Q. Did he bolt?—A. He bolted.

Q. He claimed to be the regular nominee ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Then he got votes from the other side ?—A. He got all the votes

on the other side. I believe that he got no republican votes. That
is, in the various counties the votes that the democrats received and his

own were, with rare exceptions, the same ; which shows that no repub-

licans voted for him.
Q. (By Mr. McDonald.) That is, if they voted for him they voted

with the democratic party ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. (By Mr. Bayard.) Were there any candidates in the district ex-

cept Wells and Howe ?—A. None for Congress. Of course, in each
county there were the county candidates ; but the only congressional

candidates were Howe, a straight republican, about whose political in-

tegrity there could be no question, and Mr. Wells. The newspapers
stated publicly that there was a combination between Mr. Wells and
the opposition, and it has never been contradicted.

REPUBLICAN VOTE IN 1875.

Q. (By Mr. McDonald.) I see by this tabular statement that the ag-

gregate republican vote in 1875 was 67,000. I will ask you now if that

was not as large as the republican vote had been before that time, ex-

cept in 1873 ?—A. I do not think if was as large. My impressionism

that the vote in 1869 was about 75,000, when Alcorn was elected.
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Q. You tLink that in 1869 the republican Aote was larger than in

1873 ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Have you any remembrance now of any other election in which
the aggregate republican vote exceeded 67,000 1—A. Those have been
the only two general elections where the same person was voted for in

all parts of the State. I have never compared the number of votes cast

at any other election, but it is a matter that can be readily ascertained.

Q. (By Mr. McMilla:n.) A general election transpires every four

years ?—A. Every four years.

TICKET IN YAZOO COUNTY^.

Q. (By Mr. McDonald.) In Y'azoo County, was there not, in 1875, a
compromise ticket formed ?—A. oSTo, sir. That is, I say that the repub-
licans dare not hold a convention to make any nominations.

Q. I am not askiug what the republicans dare or dare not do. I am
asking whether there was not a compromise ticket formed, composed
partly of republicans and partly of democrats, in the county of Yazoo.
—A. I say decidedly, no. If there was, this is the first time I have
ever heard of it.

Q. And if that ticket was not voted for almost by a unanimous vote
in the county.—A. The returns show that the ticket that was in the
field was voted for very unanimously. It was 7 votes on the one side,

and 4,000 on the other ; but there were no republicans on the ticket that
I know of.

Q. No republicans on the ticket to your knowledge?—A. I^o, sir.

Q. None who had been republicans before that ?—A. Not to my
knowledge. You have sprung a new question to me. I have never heard
the idea that you suggest now. I think you must be entirely wrong in

the implication you put forth as to a compromise ticket.

Q. A local county ticket formed of men who had been before of oppo-
site political opinions ?—A. 1 never heard of that before. When I say I

never heard of it, I mean that I do not remember that I ever heard of it.

THE friar's POINT DIFFICULTY.

i}. In speaking of this Friar's Point difficulty, you spoke of Mr.
Chalmers and Mr. Reed heading the democrats.—A. Yes, sir; so

re]>orted •

Q. Were they citizens of the county in which the difficulty occurred ?

—

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Were they not present sim}>ly for the purpose of maintaining peace
and order ?—A. I cannot say as to that.

Q. Were not those their efforts ?—A. I only know of their conduct by
what was reported to me. It was reported to me that Mr. Chalmers,
a confederate general, led his followers and chased the negroes a num-
ber of miles through the woods.

Q. That was reported to you ?—A. That was reported to me.
Q. The difficulty was between Mr. Alcorn on one hand and Sheriff

Brown on the other; both republicans?—A. Y^es, sir; so reported.

Q. The difficulty started between Senator Alcorn and Sheriff Brown '?

—A.Yes, sir.

Q. I will ask you if those present under Mr. Chalmers and Mr. Reed,
whom you say headed the democrats, were not there as conservators of

the peace between those contending factions?—A. If I understand you,
let me say that the "contending factions" were not very evenly balanced,
inasmuch as Sheriff Brown and hundreds of colored men were on one
side and General Alcorn on the other. Those I understand to have been
the " contending factions" on that day.
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Q. (By tbe Chairman.) In that classification you speak of republican
factions.—A. Yes, sir ; there were two distinct factions in the county
of Coahoma.

Q. (By Mr. McDonald.) Do you say that no other republicans were
there sustaining Senator Alcorn, andthathe was there alone making this

disturbance?—A. I do not think I have said that, but I am prepared to

say it substantially. So far as I know, he was substantially alone in

this matter.

Q. I understand you then to say that, so far as the republican parties
were concerned, Alcorn went there simply represented by himself and
his double-barrel shot-gun '?—A. Almost entirely. I will not say that
some men from his own plantation were not supi^orting him. I will not
say that there were not others ; but if there were, in the report that
came to me they have not figured so conspicuousl}' as to attract my
attention.

COMmOMISE TICKET.

Q. I have called your attention to Tazoo County, in reference to a
compromise ticket. 1 will ask you if there were other counties in the
State where the tickets for the local officers were composed of men
selected from both parties, as a compromise ticket.—A. Yes, sir ; it

was done in certain instances, I was informed, because of these fears

of violence and intimidation.

Q. I am merely asking you for a fact.—A, I so understand. This
was the case in two counties only, I believe.

Q. Give the names of those counties.—A, Ii^J'oxubee and Oktibbeha

—

both large republican counties.

Q. (By Mr. Cameron.) You spoke of compromise tickets that were
agreed upon in two counties. State the reasons for the formation of

these compromise tickets.—A. I know that in Noxubee County, previous

to the election, there was a riot, in which a number of negroes were
killed and others driven away. There was a contest between the sheriff

(a republican in a republican county) and another man, (a republi-

can,) for the sheriffalty, and because of these riots the candidate who
had received the nomination, I think, had to secrete himself, fearing

injury and harm. In the turbulent condition of society there, and
because of that condition of affairs, a combination ticket was arranged,

by which a certain man, now in the lower house, by the name of Jarni-

gan, was put upon the ticket in a spirit of compromise. In order to

have a fair election, it was necessary to put democrats on the repub-

lican ticket. That is my understanding of the cause of the compromise.
The cause of the compromise in Oktibbeha County, I think, was due to

a contest between two republican factious in that county.

THE FRIAR'S POINT RIOT.

Q. According to your information, about how many persons were

actively engaged in the Friar's Point riot?—A. I understand that a

body of men, of some two, three, or four hundred colored republicans,

were coming in to hold a meeting, and that probably not more than fifty

or sixty white men had assembled to prevent their coming in; and the

battle, if yon see fit to call it a battle, as reported to me, was conducted

by General Chalmers. It was reported to me that an assault was made
upon thecolored men. The whites sent out a flanking-column to intercept

them, to get them into a lane surrounded or bordered by a hedge, but

the blacks very skillfully beat a retreat and made good their escape

;

that subsequently quite a number of them were killed. That was my
understanding, in a very few words, of the events that occurred there.
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Q. What is your understanding as to whether the colored men were
armed or not, as a general thing ?—A. I understand that very few of
them were armed. 1 think it a notorious fact that very few of the col-

ored people have arms in the State. When I say " very few," I mean
comparatively few.

Q. Were the forces of General Chalmers armed *?—A. They were re-

ported to me as having been well armed.

AR3IED COiIPA>^IES IN THE STATE.

It is estimated that very large amounts of money had been expended
for arms. As I said yesterday, I believe that Mr. Eichardson armed
and equipped a company in the town of Jackson. There were other
companies armed and equipped. It is reported to me that large num-
bers of arms of the improved pattern were brought into the State dur-

ing that summer^ and pending the election, and that men were armed
with them and equipped and drilled at various times and places during
that summer and pending the election.

Q. Senator Bayard inquired of you if you knew of any cases, or case,

where civil or criminal process was forcibly resisted. Now you may
state whether you do or do not know of any instances.

REPUBLICAN SHERIFFS DRIVEN FROM THEIR COUNTIES.

If you know of any instances where the sheriffs were forcibly driven

from any of the counties, state them ?—A. I do not know about the legal

process, but I do know that in the case of—to give you a general idea of

the condition of the State during the past year—I know that in the first

instance, Mr. Crosby, after he was reinstated as sheriff, appointed a
democrat as deputy, and there was after that no trouble apparently

;

but he found it convenient to leave the State for his own personal

safety, and the democrats conducted the office during the summer. I

do know that Sheriff Morgan, of Yazoo County, was driven out of the

county and dare not return. I know that immediately after the elec-

tion the sheriff ot Amite County was driven away and dare not return.

I think I spoke specically of the sheriff of Monroe County, Captain
Lee, who secreted himself on the day of the election ; and of Mr.
Chisholm, of Kemper County, who secreted himself or abstained from
attempting to exercise his duties on that occasion in keeping the peace,

through fears of assassination. I know that the sheriff of Chickasaw
County was reported as having abandoned the attempt to keep the

peace there. 1 know the sheriff of Copiah County reported to me that

he would be unable to keep the peace. I know the sheriff of Clai-

borne County sent word to me that there was no protection to the repub-

lican voters—no i)rotection on the day of the election. I know the

sheriff of Madison County came to me—ho was one of those who was
compelled to put the names of men of the opposition as candidates for

the legislature on the rei)ublican ticket because he could not keep the

peace with a straight republican ticket in the field. A cousin of Gen-
eral Alcorn, who was sherilf of Tallahatchie County, reported to me ofiici-

ally that he was unable to preserve the peace there. These instances I

state specifically ; and there were, of course, in these reports complaints
of different character, or different in grade. For instance. Mr. Morgan
had to leave absolutely. JMr. Harney, by the way, in Binds County,
whom I had not mentioned, had no influence to keep the peace—no
power. There were different degrees of expression as to their incapac-

ity to keep the ])eace. This complaint was general througlKMit the

entire State, notwithstanding the peace arrangements that had beeu
made.
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Q. I will ask you whether, so far as you know, all those sheriffs who
were either driven from their counties or intimidated so that they did
not dare to attemjjt to keep the peace, were republicans ?—A. All.

Q. Did you know of any democratic sheriff or democratic peace-officer
who was driven from his county or who was intimidated so as to pre-
vent him from discharging his official duties ?—A. I received no report
of any such instance.

Q. (By the Chaieman.) Did yon hear of any in any way ?—A. I heard
of none.

THE " CnOlCE OF EVILS " POLICY.

Q. (By Mr. Cameron.) In order to illustrate this " choice of evils"
policy, I will ask you who the democratic candidate for President in
1873 was?—A. Horace Greeley.

Q. What were his politics understood to be ?—A. Anything to beat
Grant. Prior to that time he was regarded as an abolitionist.

OPPOSITION TO GOVERNOR A]MES'S ADMINISTRATION.

Q. Senator Bayard has asked you a good many questions in regard
to persons who have denounced your administration. What were the
charges generally made by republicans who were opposed to your ad-
ministration ?—A. I do not know. No one has ever charged me with
personal corruption. They charge me with personal ambition, but
although as military governor and as civil governor of the State of Mis-
sissippi I made thousands of appointments, in no single instance did I
ever make any condition—was ever any condition attached to any ap-
pointment. I hope the committee, if it will be able to find all my
appointees in the State of Mississippi, will put that question to them.
If they do, they will tind that there is not a single individual that I ever
appointed to office, directly or indirectly, who was ever approached in

any way as to any return he was to make for such an appointment.
I am charged with personal ambition ; and it was stated in the letter

that was read here from Mr. Pease, that I wanted to go to the United
States Senate. I think I can state without any hesitancy that it was
generally believed that when I was elected governor I would have no
difficulty in being elected to the United States Senate. But I believed
I could do more good to the cause that I was representing in the State,

as governor, than I could in the United States Senate ; and so what ap-

pears to be the height of ambition of many men, I absolutely disregard-

ed, believing that it was my duty that 1 should so do. The charge that

the democrats make upon me, among other charges, is ambition. The
legislature that was to impeach me began its work by a denunciatory
resolution, the chief complaint being personal ambition. One of the

chief battles that I have got into since I have been governor, has been
in the attempt to save the State of Mississippi a large sum of money.

THE CHICKASAW SCHOOL FUND.

A law was passed giving the Chickasaw school-funds—the proceeds
of the sale of lands given to the State for school purposes by the Gen-
eral Government—to railroads, without any existence in fact. This

attempt on the State treasury I resisted and eventually saved about a

million of dollars to the State. It was in labors of that kind, for which,

of course, I got no credit and am entitled to none, in the interest of the

State, that I have incurred much of the hostility and denunciation that

I am now laboring under.

CHARGE OF INCITING RACE-ISSUES.

Of course there is a question of race. It is said that I attempted to
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incite race-issues. Why, the race-issue has been made ever since the
war. It has been made in Congress, as to the rights of the negro to

citizenship, and it is simply reflected there ; 1 was holding the republi-

can side of the question there, and that is all.

OTHER CHARGES AGAINST GOYERNOR A2HES.

A list of the charges against me has been given me, mostly those
made by Wells, and I declare them all false, from first to last. I know
what they are because I examined them before that investigating com-
mittee, and I proved them all false—not one, but all. These charges
and everything else of that nature have grown out of the disappoint-
ment of persons for ofiSce, because they thought I had some power with
the party. It is the enmity and personal dislike that naturally grows
up among men at all times.

SENATOR Alcorn's supporters in 1873.

Q. Which party supported Alcorn for governor in 1873 !—A. The
democratic party. They had a convention and refused to make a nom-
ination. I cannot say positively Avhether he nominated himself before
or subsequent to that convention ; but the democrats refused to make
a nomination, and indorsed him.

THE question OF RESIDENCE.

By the Chairman :

Q. You spoke yesterday of the uncertain state of your mind in regard
to your future residence, whether it would be in Mississippi or some
other place. To wliat extent, if any, does the condition of things in

Mississippi, or what you understand to be the condition of things in

that State, influence jou as to your course in regard to your remaining
there or leaving ?

UNPLEASANT SOCIAL AND BUSINESS RELATIONS OF REPUBLICANS.

A. The feeling entertained by all republicans is common. Men who
went there ten or eleven years ago, carrying large sums of money, and
who have been engaged in planting and in other business, find it very
unpleasant and disagreeable to live there. They complain that they
have no social intercourse with their surroundings, and, both socially

and in their business relations, it is exceedingly unpleasant for them to

live in these communities. That is the feeling of prominent men there.

The canvasses are so bitter that they extend to every relation of life

;

and of course to a small minority of the white people it is exceedingly
unpleasant and disagreeable. This is not true of these men alone who
went there with large sums of money, but it is true of republicans who
always have lived there. I spoke of Sheritf Chisholm, of Kemper
County, who has been there all his life and is highly regarded by all.

He complained to me that he was so much disgusted with the condition

of aflairs that he had determined that ho would not continue to live

there. His old neighbors that he had known his life long were willing,

not to assassinate him perhaps, but were willing that these men from
Alabama who had come in there should assassinate him, in order that

the election might go democratic. In a county where any one party is

willing that life should be taken to carry an election, it is certainly ex-

ceedingly disagreeable to the party or the members of that party whose
friends are killed or driven about for political purposes.
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FOURTH DAY.

Washington, D. C, May 3, 1876.

Thomas Walton sworn and examined.

By the Chairman :

Question. Please state your age, residence, and occupation.—Answer.
I am forty years of age, my residence is in Leflore County, in the State

of Mississippi, and my occupation is that of a lawyer and planter.

Q. Are you a native of Mississippi ?—A. I am a native of Georgia.

I have lived in Mississippi for the last thirty-five years.

Q. We are making inquiries as to the conduct of the last election in

Mississippi—the election of November, 1875—as to whether it was a fair

election ; that is to say, free from the use of fraud or intimidation. If

you have any information upon that subject you will please state it.—A.
I was in Mississippi during all the time of the last canvass; but I was
kept at my home, in a very secluded portion of the county, l3y sickness

in my family, nearly the whole of that time. I was, for that reason, very
little conversant with the transactions going on in the State, except

through the newspapers and through the conversations that I had with,

persons who were in my immediate neighborhood.

I was not a witness myself to any acts of violence in the State, and I

was not a witness to any acts of intimidation, unless perhaps there was
one thing that I saw which might be considered, and was, indeed, an

act of intimidation, I think.

AN ACT OF INTIMIDATION.

At one time I was in the town of Greenville, which is situated in one

of the most important counties in Mississippi, Washington County, and
a colored man there, who was a member of the State senate, by the name
of Gray, was informed, as I have reason to know, though I did not see

the act of informing him, that he would not be allowed to run for sheriff

in that county. I happened to know about the fact, because I told him
myself that if 1 were in his place I would run for that position, and be-

cause I myself was quite opposed to the person who would be certain

to get the nomination of the party if he did not get it, and I thought

it was certain that he could get it himself.

Upon my advice he determined to come out and ask for a nomination.

The gentleman with whom I was staying in the town, my brother-in-

law, who was a member of the democratic party, I told these facts to
j

and he requested my permission to go and communicate them to other

members of his own party in the town. I consented to his doing so^^

and they sent me word that they wanted me not to take that position,

but to withdraw that man's name. I sent them word that I would not

do it. In the first message they informed me thai if I did not do it they

would have to compel him not to run.

Q. By whom did they send you this word?—A. By my own brother-

in-law, Mr. Shields. It was a formal notification on both sides, and I

declined to withdraw his name, and declined to withdraw my recom-

mendation that he should run. The next morning I was informed that

he had been notified that he could not run. At the same time, or

shortly after that, I met the man himself. He told me nothing about

such notification, but I was informed through the acquaintance that

I had with the democracy there, that such notification had been given

him, and he told me that he had concluded not to run. He did not give
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me the reasous for that conclusion. Indeed, I must add that he told me
he was not prevented from running l»y any apprehensions or fear on his

part. Still, from my knowledge of the facts, I believe that intimidation

was used on this occasion.

Q. As a matter of fact did he run or not !—A. He did not. A man
named Bolton, who was a northern man, one that I considered must be
a very unacceptable man to my friends, did run. My object in recom-
mending to Gray that he should run was to try and defeat Bolton, and
I think that if he had not been warned by these i^ersons that he would
not be allowed to run he would have run.

Q. Was any reason given you why he should not be allowed to run?

—

A. I do not remember that any reason was given.

Q. Have you any means ofjudging what the reason was?—A. I can-

not say that I have. I was not much conversant with the state of things
in the county. It was a county where I had spent but very little time

;

indeed, had hardly staid there any time at all, except that I had been
tliere once before about a week to see a sister of mine, and was there at

this time to see her. Mr. Bolton, who ran on the republican side, was
beaten.

Q. Did you know anything about how Bolton's nomination was
brought about?—A. Bolton's nomination was brought about undoubt-
edly through the agency only of the republican party and its immediate
representatives. Gray, the man whom I had recommended to run,

would have been nominated bj^ the uninlluenced agencies of the same
party, I have no doubt ; but my immediate reason for attempting
to defeat Bolton's nomination was that I considered him as not in

fact supporting and upholding the State administration, although
he professed to do so ; and I told him so. I told him that I did not
think he was giving the i>roper support to his crowd. It was merely on
account of the defections inside tbe republican party that I recom-
mended to Gray to try to defeat Bolton. I had always myself been a
friend of Governor Ames's administration, and Bolton, though profess-

ing to be its friend, was at the same time denouncing and abusing its

conduct, and I told him that I did not consider that these men who
supi>orted the Ames administration ought to give him their support.

That was the ground upon which I recommended Gray to run. I thought
he was breaking down the influence of his own party in the State by his

conduct.

Q. What is the political character of Washington County—demo-
cratic or republican ?—A. It had been largely republican. I think that
there were nearly four thousand republican votes against five or sis

hundred democratic votes in that county. Up to last year I believe

that the result had always been that way ; and that was the way it was
ordinarily esteemed that it would be. I do not profess to recollect the

exact majority. The republican party, as is well known to the whole
country, is composed in the South very largely of negroes. It was a
very large county of negroes and a very small county of white people,

on the Mississippi River, in a country there which is occupied entirely

by large plantations.

Q. Were there any statements made to you as to the means that would
be employed to prevent Mr. Gray from running ?—A. No, sir ; no state-

ments on that subject.

Q. I understood you to say that this was the only case of coercion or

intimidation of which you had any personal knowledge ?—A. That is

the only case of which I had any personal knowledge from my own ob-

servation.
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THE STATE DUEING THE CANVASS.

Q. Wbat means of iuformatiou liave you as to wbat was taking place

in the State during tlie canvass f—A. I bad only tbe means derived
from consulting tbe newspapers and from tbe rumor and talk tbat went
on in tbe country. I was about in my own neigbborbood, and once or

twice I was away from bome. I remember now tbat I went up to tbe

town of Oxford just about tbe time tbe election took place; 1 was in

Oxford on tbe day tbat tbe election took place, and passed up tbe rail-

road on tbe same day.

Q. Were any statements made to you, tbat you credited at tbe time
tbey were made as being true, concerning tbe election or tbe canvass?
—A. I cannot say tbat 1 remember any particular statements tbat were
made to me at tbis time. The wbole tbing was tbe subject of constant

and general conversation tbrougb tbe county.

COERCION ADMITTED AND DENIED.

Wbat was tbe cbaracter of tbat conversation tbat was general 1—A.

On tbe one side tbere were grave charges of intimidation, and on tbe

other side tbere was a strong denial of the fact tbat there was intimida-

tion in tbe couuti\y. There was justification pleaded for it, and to some
extent the admission that there was a coercion, which they insisted \Aas

a moral coercion, and which, at otber times, they admitted to be

somewhat accompanied by violence and force. Most of my own per-

sonal friends and acquaintances in Mississippi belong to tbe opposite

party, and nearly all tbat I had spoken to in reference to tbe matter

belonged to tbat party. It was pretty generally tbe case that they

denied that there was anything like intimidation. I am speaking now
only of tbe popular run of conversation in the country. When they

did not deny coercio]i they admitted it as only of a moral cbaracter, or

at least, when it was forcii3le, as having been brought about by violence,

first on tbe part of the colored population.

POLITICAL PARTIES ORGANIZED ON RACE.

It may be said with perfect truth that the colored people were all or-

ganized' on one side, and tbe white population, with the exception of

those who held ofQce or were candidates for office, were almost all or-

ganized on the other side. Tbat is the true character of the political

l)arties in the State of Mississippi. You can hardly put your band on a

single republican Avhite voter who is not an ofticer or a candidate for an

ofijce; and you can hardly put your band on a single voter in the demo-

cratic party who is a colored man. 1 mean to say it is just a question

of race on both sides.

ORGANIZATION OF THE BLACKS.

Q. What is the nature of the organization, so fai' as you know, among
the colored people?—A. Well, sir, it is one of those cases which, in my
judgment, arises always out of the existence of a class of people who are

ignorant, and who are comparatively helpless in the presence of a much
more powerful body of people; who, although they may not be stronger

in point of numbers, are stronger in point of force and intelligence.

The negroes consequently herd together. They do so publicly, and they

do so more especially in secret. That is to say, there is a silent organ-

ization, existing not professedly as an organization; but existing still, in

point of fact, everywhere that I have ever been, which prevents the in-

tercourse between the two races from being candid and free.

NO MUTUAL CONFIDENCE BETWEEN THE RACES POSSIBLE.

I am, myself, very well acquainted with negroes ; I have always

4 MISS
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been in the habit of dealiug with them a great deal ; T have always

worked a good many of them -, aud 1 must say that my intercourse

with them has been of a character to make me believe it impossible for

anything like mutual confidence on political questions to arise between
the white people and the negroes. I don't see how it ever can arise, and
I do not believe, myself, that it ever will. I think this is due to the

enormous gulf between the races in all social relations—that confi-

dence which springs from personal friendships and an unrestrained so-

cial intercourse being, in my judgment, an essential cement to a polit-

ical party, aud being absolutely out of the question between the

white and black races.

Q. You speak of an organization among the negroes; what do you
mean by that—that they are organized in bauds, uuder the command
of any particular persons, or that they are associated together from

the fact that they are of the same race and community of interests, or

both ?—A. They are not organized in bands.

Q. Or in companies, under oflicers, and having a general head ?—A.

Well, in the first place, they have their clubs, just as any other political

organization has its clubs. I have never been inside of one of their

clubs, but then they never have asked me, though the clubs were repub-

lican in their name, and republican, I suppose, in their character. They
have generally acted in such a way as to leave me to believe that they

did not want my presence there. Although they are quite near my
house, I have entirely abstained from going there. And when the

county conventions would meet, 1 have observed that the negroes in

these conventions very strongly resisted white influence, and conse-

quently it became disagreeable, inasmuch as there was such disposition,

to the white people to have anything to do with these conventions. It

became unpleasant personally, and it produced an impression which it was
hard to avoid. I have always found it practically impossiltle for me to

avoid it—the impression that these meetings meant nothing but the

organization of one race against another. The truth is, that a white

man, especially a Southern white man, belonging to the^republican party,

does not seem to be any more acceptable as one of their counselors or ad-

visers than one who belongs to the opposition. Although my connection

with the republican party has been undeviatiiig, and I believe I have es-

caped from any personal reproach in that connection, I am quite certain

that my personal influence with the negroes is not a bit greater than that

of any democrat in my county ; not a particle. I am quite certain that I

was never able to influence a vote or influence a colored man on any
single question of politics ; which 1 confess with some mortification.

ORGA?riZATION OF THE WHITES.

Q. What, as far as you understand, is the nature of the organization

amongthe M'hites ? You say the whitesare organized generally.—A. The
nature of the organization among the whites is just this: that there is a
feeling among them that the negroes are banded together for the pur-

pose of governing the country and expending its money regardless of

any consideration except to promote personal ends, aud that they are

determined to support each other to a very large extent irrespective of

the claims of virtue and intelligence ; and the whites are just as deter-

mined to hold together aud prevent that thing from being done. They
are all united, except a few persons who have co operated Avith the

republican party, and who, as 1 said before, are generally men who hold

oflice or are candidates for office. That state of things has brought

great reproach in the State of Mississippi upon every white man con-

nected with the republican party, a reproach which requires nn euor-
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mons vreiglit of persoual character to oppose and weigh dowu. The
truth is, that the fact of a white man being a republican in the South,
especially a white southern man, is a surprise to every person in the
South. It strikes every mind with astonishment. It is presupposed, as
the basis of all intercourse there, that a white man is a democrat, and
that he belongs to this organization, the object of which is to prevent
Degro influence from controlling the country locally. Indeed, I may state
the case more strongly, and yet not go beyond the truth. I may say
that a white man must be very well known in the South for a true gen-
tleman to overcome the presumption which arises there ^rmo /«c?"e that
he must be a rogue if he is a republican. And I find even here in

Washington, when my friends present me even to northern republicans,
there are signs of this same feeling, as they always feel it necessary to
certify to my character after saying that I am a southern republican.

Q, It being the object of this white organization to prevent negroes
from obtaining political control, what means has this organization for

accomplishiug that object ?

MEANS USED BY THE WHITE OEGANIZATION.

A. I do not think that the organization was very serapulous about
the means that it employed for accomplishing that object. I think
that they wanted to accomplish it as peacefully as they were able,

but they were going to accomplish it ; and the only way in the world
by which it can be prevented is the enforcement of the constitutional

guarantees by the policing of the country by the Federal Govern-
ment. That has been the theory upon which we have all proceeded

—

that these things were written in the Constitution and were a part

of the constitutional law of the country; that the Government was
pledged, and its duty declared, to protect the voters against any kind
of violence ; and that we believe in carrying out these constitutional

pledges. That is to say, that what was called interference in the South
by the Federal Government was its constitutional duty, aud that re-

sistance to interference was resistance to the constitutional duty of the

Federal Government. That has been our argument down there: but

it is an argument which is resisted by the democrats with the statement
that under no circumstances can we afford to let the negroes control the

country ; that they will run it in debt and impoverish it, and will have
no regard for the conservative interests of the country, and it will finally

terminate by ruining the country.

Q. According to the statement of facts that you have made, all the

negroes are republicans and all the whites democratic, with the excep-

tion of those who are in office or those who are candidates for ofiice.

—

A. And when I say all the negroes are republicans, it may be that there

are a few who are not ; but they are very few in number.
Q. And, assuming that the election is entirely free, what would be the

result politically ?

CONDITION OF THE EEPUBLICAN PAETY.

A. I think the State would go republican. At the same time the

breaking of the line which occurred there last year may perha[)S make
it quite impossible to reunite it. The democrats are now in power in

this State ; they hold all the local offices ; they have ejected Governor
Ames from his office by a species of compulsion, seizing upon all the

judgeships in the State by means of that operation, and while the

negroes are not under the influence in any degree of white people,

they are very much under the influence of officers ; officers of the law

have a tremendous authority with them, aud I think that they may
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not be capable of re orgauiziii^ tlie republican lines. But in anotlier

election, and especially in a Federal election, the republican party

will go into the election disincumbered ot any local influences, or

very much more disincumbered of local influences than in the last elec-

tion. Undoubtedly the local influence did have a very large weight in

breaking down the republican organization in the State last year. For
instance, there was a division inside of the republican party

;
they were

mutually accusing each other of bad conduct. There was what was
called the Alcorn wing of the party and the Ames wing of tlie party;

and recrimination was constant between them ; and they had finally

succeeded in bringing about such a state of affairs that it was impossi-

ble to unite the support of either side in any unanimous body of repub-

lican voters. The Alcorn crowd had last year quite a strong support

even from the rank and file of the party, though not in 1873.

By Mr. McDonald :

Q. When you speak of voters do you mean the colored men ?—A.

Yes, sir; the vote of the party is almost all colored. That of itself

had produced such a state of things. It probably might have made
it inipossible for the republicans to carry the election in any event,

especially as the democrats were very anxious by exchange of votes

to control the legislature ; and that was their main and chief purpose.

The legislature was the great object that they had in view. To con-

trol that they were willing to make any number of exchanges. It

was of very much more inij)ortance to them than the control of the

Representatives to Congress. For instance, a very large portion of the

votes cast for Mr. Wells, who is one of the Congressmen from my dis-

trict, were tlemocratic votes. There were a couple of noniinations, both

republican in their character; Mr. Howe, the previous member, and Mr.

Wells. I suppose that all the democratic votes in the district were
given to Wells. He got also a large number of republican votes, and
beat his opponent by a great majority, although there was a strong re-

publican majority in the district—about three thousand. But Wells's

majority was, I believe, in the neighborhood of nine thousand. So he

must liave got as many, if not more, republican votes even than Howe.
I am not quite certain' of the number, but I know it was very large.

He must have got a pretty strong republican support, and got all of the

democratic sui)i»ort. Howe himself was not accejitable to the democ-
racy at all, and he was not acceptable to the Alcorn wing of the re-

publican party. Now, in the approaching election these divisions in the

republican party will be healed, and, the danger arising from such di-

visions no longer existing, we may probably be able to reunite all the

republicans. But it is diflrcult to say that that is certain. It is imims-

sible that it can be certain, in view of the fact that the line being once
broken and demoralized it is hard to reunite it.

There were last year, 1 have no doubt, many local nominees who de-

served defeat, and it is true that there were a great many republicans,

too, throughout the State who did not regret their defeat. You hear

them constantly talking that way all over the State, saying that they

do not care anything about it; that they think that there were a good
many men who ought to have been whipped out; and republicans, too,

of both sides of this duplex republican organization down there talk

this way. There are others, on the other hand, who regard last year's

defeat very bitterlj".

EXPENDITURES OF PUBLIC MONEY.

Q. What is the fact in regard to the misuse of public money or ex-

\
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travagaiice in tbe public expenditures ? You speak of that as a reason
why tbe democrats organized against tbe negroes.—A. I am not, my-
self, able to give a very accurate statement about tbat, for I never bave
followed tbe course of public expenditures in Mississippi closely enough
to give anything like an intelligent statement on tbat subject.

"
I know

tbat tbe State is not largely involved in debt, and I believe two or tbree
millions of money is all tbey owe ; and tbat tbey owe nearly all to tbeir
school and college funds of varions kinds. Tbe^lebt outside of tbat is a
small debt, and my impression bas always been, and I believe it is a
n-ue impression, tbat tbe State government of Mississippi bas not been
an extravagant government.

STATE TAXATION.

Q. Is tbe taxation burdensome as compared with other States, so far
as you know ?—A. Well, sir, I do not think myself tbat the taxation is

anything like so burdensome as tbey say it is ; and I judge simply from
my own taxes, which are no more now tban they have been every year
since the war; and tbey are not burdensome. I think tbey are light
enough. Yet you bear numerous complaints of burdensome taxes. Tbe
complaint is, perhaps, just in a great many instances, on tbis account:
there are local taxes there in tbe counties as well as tbe State tax. Tbe
State tax, I think, has always been reasonable enougb, and tbe expen-
ditures of tbe State government bave never appeared to be excessive.

COUNTY TAXATION.

But there has been extravagance in the counties, and very flagrant
extravagance, which has in some cases run taxation up to a pretty bigh
point. Tbat state of the case has been unavoidable. There have been
a great many counties that ha\^e had boards of police composed of

l>eople who bad not a particle of interest in tbe property of tbe county,
l>uc yet who bave expended the county money and levied tbe county
taxes, and wbo were often so ignorant as not to be able, in many
instances, to read and write ; and yet tbey have had tbe outlay of from
ten to hundreds of thousands of dollars' worth of money. As a natural
consequence that outlay of money bas been rather flagrant in the coun-
ties. Tbere bave always been about Jackson some men who bave
exerted their influence to tbe greatest possible extent for tbe purpose
of preventing any unusual taxation and any wanton .expenditure of

money on the part of the legislature; but that influence tbey have not
been able to exert in tbe counties.

As I have just stated, the white republican voters who were interested

in preserving the property of tbe county bad very little influence in con-

trolling either the negro vote or the negro action ; very little indeed.

We felt tbat we were entirely i)owerless in our ability to do tbat tbing.

If they were going to make a i)ublic expenditure of money in a particu-

lar county, no matter how much it was, it was useless for me or any one
else connected with the rei)ublican party to go tbere and tell them not
to do it. And finding, from frequent repetitions of failure, tbat these

attempts were useless, it was unavoidable tbat we should finally aban-
don tbe effort. This evil has been very great, notoriously very great,

and acknowledged by all classes of people to be very great.

Wben I spoke of the fact that taxation was not oppressive, I meant
more particularly the taxation on the part of the State; I did not mean
the taxation on tbe part of the localities by tbese county legislatures,

as they might be called, wbich has been very formidable. Indeed, I

have olten felt tbat I was about to be impoverished by this hic;il tax-

ation ; but we bave managed to prevent it to some considerable extent
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in our county. We managed in one case, wliere tbey proposed to build
a railroad, which, if it had been constructed and g«iven to us, we would
never have been able to run, to get a proviso attached to it that the
money was not to be paid until it was built, though we bad great diffi-

culty in getting in this condition. It was never completed, and conse-
quently we did cot pay that tax ; but it would have been a fearful tax
if the road had been built. It was to run through a swamp, and the
load could not have paid for its repairs 5 and, even if it had been built,

could not have bought its rolling-stock.

GOVERA'OE AMES'S INFLUENCE ON TAXATION.

But I think Governor Ames, in his administration, did everything
that it was possible to do to enforce economy in the counties. I think
he did everything on earth that a man could do to reduce the expenses.
It Avas thus his influence, in large part, that juevented the taxation
from being heavy in Jacksot). He was constantly urging ujwn the leg-

islature the passage of such laws as would tend to correct the mischief
of public extravagance.

Q. During the canvass were there any statements in the newspapers
that you thought trustworthy, showing that there was any intimidation
or coercion of voters!—A. Yes, sir; O, yes, I do not think that there
was any doubt about the fact tbat there was a tremendous amount of
intimidation and coercion in the State, if you ask my opinion upon that
subject. I think it was enormous. At the si'me time, in nearly every
one of the instances—not in every one—as for instance in the notorious
Clinton massacre, it appears, I believe, that violence was first begun by
the negroes. But after it was first begun by them they were visited

with retaliation which struck consternation into whole communities,
and extended not ou\y into the immediate neighborhood but for a hun-
dred miles around, and struck the negroes with horror. And while
tbey might have started the violence, the opportunity was always seized
upon by the democrats to strike a blow which should be a perfectly

fearful one in the way of retaliation. And after the trouble was started
armed bodies of men would go out where these scenes had occurred and
inflict a blow upon the negroes, sometimes killing some of them ; and
the reports of these things were constantly magnified. The fact was
tbat they wanted it to be understood through the local community there
that a great deal more blood had been shed and that a great many more
people had been killed than was actually the case. They did not want
that thing to get North, but they were anxious to have these stories ex-

aggerated down there for the local effect.

VIOLENCE FROM POLITICAL CONSIDEKATIONS ONLY.

I do not believe that these men who were engaged in these acts of
violence were actuated by any malice against the negroes; it was only
those political considerations that led them to desire that a blow should
be struck, for the influence that it would have upon the coming election.

I believe from what 1 know down there that had it not been for the elec-

tions, the disturbances that took place, to a very great degree, could
have been prevented; and I do not doubt, from what I heard and saw,
that what was actually done in the way of outrages down there was
very much exaggerated, because it was their policy to exaggerate it

;

and it was the policy of the republicans not to exaggerate it, and they
were constantly trying to convince the republican voters tbat it was not
PS bad as was reported. But whenever a scene of violence occurred,

the democrats tried to make the most they could out of it in the

sequel.
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POLITICAL EFFECT OF VIOLENCE.

Q. What do you mean by " the sequel ? ''—A. The political effect it

produced in the community.
Q. What was that effect 1—A. I think that showed itself pretty

stronglj^ in the election. We were not cognizant of what the effect was
until the election showed that from about 20,000 republican majority in

1873, the State had gone democratic by a much larger majority than
that on this occasion. After these outrages had occurred we began co

hear that the negroes were joining democratic clubs all over the country.
We did not believe those rumors were true until the election showed
that they were true. I think that a greater change occurred daring the
last mouth before the election than at any other time. There was paci-

fication down there during that month; this peace was established for

some time before the election, which we all consider as a very shrewd
movemeut on the part of the democrats, giving the appearance of per-

fect peace to the election. The blow had been struck, and the dis-

organization produced, and then came a cessation of hostilities—an
armistice—between the parties, and rhiugs went on until the election

very qnietly ; and the election itself was not attended by very much
disturbance.

SENTIMENTS OF THE YOUNG WHITE MEN.

Q. As far as you know, are the white young men who are coming up,

and who were boys during the war, more or less opposed to the negro
population than their fathers ?—A. When you say " opposed to the
negro population," that is a question to which I can hardly give a direct

answer. They are opposed to the negro in his politics just as much,
and even, it anything, more than their fathers. 1 believe that the men
who have long been identified with public affairs down there are less

vehement in their opposition to negro influence than the young men
who are growing up.

NEGKOES AS LABORERS PREFERRED.
But, at the same time, those men are not oi)posed to the negroes. For

instance, in the county in which I live, which is composed entirely of

plantations, nearly every planter is in the habit of going to Georgia
and Alabama and bringing negroes in there by the score and by
hundreds. One man will sometimes go and bring fifty or a hundred,
and even as many as two hundred, to work his own land. There is uni-

versally a preference there for negroes as laborers on plantations rather

than white people ; they all prefer the negroes. There are hardly any
persons there who would not reject white people every time and take

the negroes to work their lands. They are more manageable and more
docile in all matters of business; the settlements with them are easier;

they work better in obedience to orders ; and they cause very little

trouble in working plantations ; and, being less expensive, make them a
great deal more profitable than the white laborers.

EMPLOYERS HAVE NO POLITICAL INFLUENCE.

The intercourse between the employers and the negroes is a very

pleasant intercourse ; as pleasant, perhaps, as the intercourse between
anj' employers in the world and their hirelings could be; except when
it comes to politics, and then the employers have no sort of influence at

all. I never have had any myself, and never have known of a single

employer having the slightest possible influence over any colored man
that was on his plantation in regard to political matters. I have been

working lands myself ever since the war, and I am perfectly certain that
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my support of any particular man, or my advice to a negro as to what
liis political course should be, has never had the slightest possible in-

fluence upon him.

NEGROES IN DEMOCRATIC CLUBS.

Q. How, then, do you account for the fact that you have just now
stated, that the negroes joined the democratic clubs and associations f

—

A. In my own judgment, that resulted in part from a sort of coercion.

When I say coercion, I mean the influence exerted upon their minds.

Probably I do not employ the right term in saying " coercion ;" but the

influence of those disturbances that occurred in the State—those out-

breaks—had alarmed the negroes, and had stricken a great deal of terror

into them.

JTEGRO PARADES.

There is no doubt that the negroes were xerj much disposed to have
political parades, and their parades are not always as peaceable and
quiet as they ought to be. Sometimes, if they were looked at proi)erly,

they ought to be considered as riots, for very frequently when they

parade they stop in front of people's houses and alarm and frighten the

people inside. Well, they stopped their parades there entirely when
this outbreak in Clinton occurred, and when the disturbance broke out

at Friars I'oint where Governor Alcorn was.

THE friar's POINT DISTURBANCE.

This last disturbance was not very far from a place of mine, and
reached within a lew miles of it. IJelbre that occurred, the negroes in

that particnlar locality had exhibited a great disposition to have polit-

ical parades, and these parades were always more or less terrifying to

the women and those generally who lived in remote portions of the

country not very well settled. On that particular occasion some twenty
white people from the surrounding hill-country, where there are more
whites living than in t<ie county where I live, collected together and
came down there for the purpose of checking these things and preserv-

ing the peace. That hapi)ened when I was away in Greenville; but I

heard all about this tiling after I came home.
Q. Were any jjcrsons killed at the Friar's Point riot, which you say

was near one of your plantations ?—A. Tliis thing extended pretty near

to my place; but the i)lace is some sixty miles from Friar's Point. A
body of negroes assembled within four miles of my own place, with the

object of going to reinforce this crowd in Coahoma County. There was
also an assemblage of white men, and they passed right by my place

while I was absent, for the pur^iose of driving those negroes away; but

they did not come into collision, and there was no violence in that neigh-

borhood.

PRACTICE OF CARRYING ARMS IN :MTSSTSSIPPI.

Q. Were both sides armed—the negroes and the white people ?—A.
I do not know, sir. I did not see them myself at all; but I imagine
that they must have been armed, for the reason that nearly every one
down there has some kind of arms.

Q. Do you speak of both black and white people?—A. The black
people have not got them to the same extent as the whites have; but
almost every man, black or white, who has money enough to buy fire-

arms, has tiiem. Jt is the greatest place on the face of the earth for

pistols. No man is comfortable down there unless he has got his pistols.

WHITE OPPOSITION TO NEGRO CONTROL OF POLITICS.

The white people there are deternjiued that the colored iwpulation
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shall not control that country and its politics; and I believe that they
will remain so to all time.

By Mr. McMillan :

Q. Irrespective of the provisions of the Constitution of the United
States?—A. They are determined that the negro population shall not
control the political affairs of that State. One reason is because the
negroes are negroes, and another is because the negroes are ignorant
and the white people are more intelligent; and another reason is that
nearly all the i)roperty down there is in the hands of the white people

;

and still another reason is that the negroes, when they get the power
in their hands, are disposed to monopolize everything themselves.

Q. Do I understand you to say that they determine to do this in oppo-
sition to the express provision of the Constitution of the United States
authorizing these people to vote 1

BELIEF THAT THE CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT CONCERNING SUF-
FRAGE IS A CIPHER.

A. I think that the general feeling down there at this time among
the democrats—and it is coming to be a beliefamong republicans too—is

this: that that i)art of the Constitution which says that no man shall

be denied the right of suffrage or any of his civil rights on account of

race or previous condition of servitude, has pretty much become a
cipher; and that the national republican party, just like the democratic

party, have abandoned the enforcement of that provison of the Con-
stitution down there; and that the negroes are not to look to the Gov-
ernment for protection of that kind.

Q. Is that because they believe that that provision of the Constitu-

tion cannot be enforced ?—A. I believe if there was a belief down there

that that provision was going to be enforced, every negro would vote

tbe republican ticket.

Q. Then, notwithstanding this provision of the Constitution securing

them these rights, the white people down there are determined to con-

trol the matter and prevent them from exercising those rights ?—A. I

think they are fully determined that it shall not be done in such a way
as to give the negroes the control of the country.

Q. Even if it should be necessary to resist this provision of the Con-

stitution : is that what you understand to be tlie feeling f—A. I sup-

pose, if the question were submitted to the people as to whether they

Avould enforce the laws to carry out that provision of the Constitution,

that it would be a dead letter.

Q. (By the Chairman.) You mean, by the people, the white people ?—
A. Yes, sir.

Q. (By Mr. McMillan.) You spoke of the vast majority of the demo-

cratic party as being white people ?—A. Nearly every one of them. No
matter what may be the state of the case, whenever any set of white

men in the South propose to make the negro an element in politics,

whenever any body of men down there set out with the idea that the

negro shall become a power in polities, that very moment the other white

leaders who oppose them will be able to rally the white race against it.

The presentation of the negro as an element of politics in the South,

in my judgment, will invariably enable the leaders who oppose such

movement, to rally the white voters down there agains:t it.

Q. Upon a presentation of that question—the mere question of the

facts as they are now, that the blacks have the right of suffrage, which,

where they are in a majority, would enable them to control an election-

do I understand you to say that the determina^tiou among the white
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people is tbat the blacks would not be permitted to control tlie election

if a majority of them should vote in that particular direction ?—A. To
give you a categorical answer to that question, I believe they would not
be if they orgauized, as they are strougly disposed to do, in one solid

black mass, and I believe the only way on the face of the earth to en-

able them to control an election, if they organized for the purpose of
carrying out their black policy, would be for Federal authority to inter-

fere and protect them in that organization. I do not think that they
could protect themselves, nor that the people of Mississiiipi, or any other
Southern State, would protect them. It is true that most of these
people who do these things are not aware of the fact that that is a pro-
A'ision of the Constitution. When you tell them that the Constitution
guarantees the protection of this race in their political rights, and that
laws have been passed for that purpose, securing that guarantee, that
is a thing they have not thought about. I have frequently had occasion
to do that, because I have often been asked by parties down there, in a
perfectly candid and fair sj^irit, what was the reason that I supported
the republican party, and this has been my ans^'er : that I considered
tbat every man was obliged to support the republican party or policy

because we were pledged by the Constitution to protect these people.

JUDGES or ELECTION AND SUPEKYISOKS—HOW APPOINTED.

Q. (By the Chairman.) Are the judges of election and the super-

visors for the i)resent year api)ointed in ]\Iississipi)i?—A. 1 am not
able to tell you whether they are or not. The judges of election are
appointed for a lixed peiiod. 1 tiiink that their present appointments
exi)ire about the middle of the coming summer, before the next electioa

coujes on. The other day 1 was informed by Governor ximes that tlie

legislature had recently passed an act lor the purj)ose of organizing a
different method of election, and that bj^ that act the authority had
been taken away from the otiicers who formerly exercised the power of

appointing election ollicers and had been put in the hands of the gov-

ernor, the president of the senate, and the secretary of state. They
were formerly chovsesi by the circuit judges, the chancellors, and the
sheriffs. The statute last year required that there should be three

registers of election in each county; one to be appointed by the circuit

judge, one by the chancellor, and a third by the sheriff; and the law
required that at least one of the three should be of the opi)Osite i)olitical

party from the other two, so that one of them was generally a democrat
and the other two lepublicans. I do not remember now that 1 iieard of

any accusations of traud at the election last year. 1 do not remember
that 1 heard of any charges of that kind.

Q. The registi-ars of election are a different class of officers, are they
not, from the judges of election ?—A. My recollection is that the regis-

trars are judges ihemselves of the elections. Who api)oin{:s the judges
I am not quite certain. I know that these oflicers that 1 sjjoke of ap-

pointed the registrars ; but the registrars hold the election at the county-

site. It was a thing that I did not investigate particularly. I had the

api)ointment of one of the registrars in various counties, as chancellor.

I did not appoint any judges; but I remember that tliese registrars

were seen exercising the power of judges of election at the county site.
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FIFTH DAY.

Washington, 31ay 4, 1876.

Continuation of the examination of Thojias Walton.

AGGREGATE KEPUBLICAN VOTE.

By Mr. McDonald:
Question. In the State elections preceding the election of 1875, can you

state about what the aggregate republican vote was ?—Answer. My im-
pression is that the republican vote has been in the neighborhood of
seventy-hve thousand ; but I have a bad recollection of numbers, and
it may be that I err greatly in stating thiugs of that kind.

Q. From the tabular statement attached to the testimony of Governor
Ames it appears that in 1873 the aggregate vote for the republican can-

didate for treasurer of State was 70,403. That was the year that Gov-
ernor Ames and Senator Alcorn were the competiug candidates for gov-
ernor ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. 1 ask you if that aggregate is about what you understood the re-

publican vote of the State to be prior and at that time °?—A. The aggre-

gate vote for treasurer in 1873, you mean ?

Q. Yes, sir ; 70,162.—A. I never noticed that particular vote, but
from 1870 to 1875 that has been about what I think the vote of the re-

publican party in the State was; that has been my idea of the strength

of the republican party in the State.

Q, Were you in the State in 1869?—A. I was; but not during the

whole of the canvass. I was at the Hot Springs, Ark., during a large

portion of that canvass.

Q. Do you remember the aggregate republican vote for that year"?

—

A. I don't know, sir ; I am not able to state from memory the vote for

any particular time, or for any particuhir person, very accurately. I

have only a general recollection of what the republican vote was. I

think, however, that is, my recollection is, that Governor Alcorn was
elected over Dent in 1809 by some 38,000 votes. I think Dent got

about 35,000 or 36,000 votes f that is, however, a statement from vague
memory only.

Q. Were you in the State during the canvass and election, at the

time that General Humphreys was candidate for governor ?—A. I was
in the State during all the time ; but I w^as not at the election.

Q. The new constitution was voted on at that same election, was it

not ?—A. I believe it was.

Q. And defeated ?—A. Yes, sir ; that is my recollection, that it was
defeated at that election.

Q. Do you recollect what vote General Humphreys got ?—A. I do
not.

Q. Or what the aggregate vote in opposition to him was?—A. I do

not remember the aggregates on that occasion at all.

THE LAST DEMO( liATlC CANDIDATE FOK GOVEKNOR.

Q. Was not General Humphreys the last democratic candidate for

governor in Mississippi, down to the present time'?—A. I believe he

was, sir ; he was the last man who was looked upon as a democratic can-

didate lor governor.

Q. Did he not receive a majority of the votes cast at the gubernato-

rial election in 1808"?—A. My impression is that he did, sir.

Q. Has It ever been pretended, as far as you know, that the rcpubli-
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can vote of 1873 was not a full vote ?—A. I do uot know that I can say
that I believe it was not a full vote. The ticket that was in the field

against the republican party—against Ames—was beaten.

Q. I am speaking of the republican vote, not of the opposition.—A.
Yes, sir ; I am going to tell you. The Alcorn party claimed that they
had many supporters among the republicans, and that many prominent
republicans supported that ticket. Whether that was so or not I am
notable to say ; but Alcorn himself was a republican, and I believe

that his ticket was a republican ticket, as far as I recollect. They
claimed that they represented the republican party. Consequently, it

may be that the republican vote on that occasion supporting the Ames
jjarty was not a full vote. I am not able to say whether it was or not,

for the opposition did not run as democrats; they ran as republicans,

and they had a good many republican supporters that were public men
in the State. Whether they had any voters in. the republican party
besides these public men I do not know.

AVHITE AND BLACK MAJORITIES BY COUNTIES.

Q. Is not the numerical majority of the blacks in that State confined

to comparatively few counties ; are there not more counties in the State

having white majorities than tbere are counties having black major-

ities"^—A. I think there are a good many more counties having white
nuijorities than there are counties having black majorities; but I am
uot able to state that with great certainty. It is a question to which
my attention was never particularly called. A great m;iny of the coun-
ties are thinly settled, and those that are thus thinly settled are gen-

erally those having white majorities ; although it is not always the case
that counties having white majorities are very thinly settled. 1 believe,

however, that the most populous counties in the State have black
majorities, the black population being more massed than the white
population.

STATE TAXATION I'NDEE GOYERNOR AMES.

Q. You stated yesterday that you did not think the State expenses
bad been much increased under the administration of Governor Ames.
Can you state the percentage of State taxation ?—A. I cannot, sir.

Q. In any year!—A. I cannot state it with accuracy; but the aggre-

gate of State taxes before the war was very much less than the aggre-

gate of State taxes has been since the war.

TAXATION FOR SCHOOLS.

A large jiortion of the aggregate since the war has been made up of

taxes for the support of schools ; and the democratic legislature in

Mississippi to-day find themselves very much embarrassed in the effort

to reduce the taxation on account of the school system, as the taxation
necessarily has to be a great deal larger than it was before the war on
that account. Uut tbe present democratic legislature has stopped the
scbool-tax altogether. My impression is that we did not have any State
or county taxes before the war for the support of schools ; that we
depended entirely for the support of schools upon the sixteenth sec-

tion—that is, the Federal Government's donations of land. There was
one portion of the State where they did not depend u])on the sixteenth
section, but a j)ortion of the amount received b.N the United States from
the sale of public lands was given for school purposes. There may have
been taxes for school purposes at some period of the State's existence

before the war, but none that I am aware of.

PERCENTAGE OF LOCAL TAXATION.

Q. You speak of local taxes being greatly increased in some cases
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through the iiiismanagement of the local officers or otherwise. Can you
state what was the percentage of local taxation in any of tliese coun-
ties?—A. Weil, sir, I think that I paid about 2h per cent, taxes in the
aggregate, for State, county, and orlier purposes"; but the assessments
were low, very low. Still, the assessujents were not lov;er than the prices
which the property would have brought if it had been i)ut up and sold for
cash. They were lower than the price the people would have been
willing to dispose of their property for, but not h)wer than they would
Lave realized if they had put it up and sold it and got the money for it

l)aid down.
Q. Do you know what the rate of local taxation in Warren County

was ?—A. No, sir; I do not. I do not know anything about taxation in
Warren County. It is very far removed from me, and I do not know
anything about the particulars of that county's alfairs.

Q. Was there not, in some of the counties of the State, a much larger
percentage than that you have stated of local taxation ! You spoke of
that as about the average that you paid.—A. I think I saw statements
in the papers that there was; but I did not know any of the counties'
affairs myself, to which these statements referred.

Q. I think you stated that you had been a supporter of Governor
Ames and his administration ?—A. Yes, sir.

REPTJELICAN OPPOSITION TO GOVERNOR A^IES.

Q. I will ask you if there was not a very violent opposition in the
republican party among quite a number of men, who were regarded as
republican leaders, to Governor Ames's administration ?—A. Y"es, sir;

and to every other administration that is republican down there. The
fact is, that anj* man who is made governor of Mississippi, or perhajis

of any other Southern State, by the republican party, is doomed to his

own destruction ; and that, owing to the very violent dissensions that

go on inside the party. Governor Ames, in the matter of these assaults

that were made upon him, was the victim only of the state of things,

of which he was the head.

Q. The objective point.—A. Y'es, sir. I do not know anything on
the face of the earth that can be more trying to human patience than
to be made governor of one of the Southern States under the present

state of things.

CONDUCT OF GOVERNOR AMES.

Q. Those violent dissensions in the republican party among its leaders,

as you say, were as active in 1875 as they had been at any time previous,

weie they not?—A. I think so. I always considered Governor Ames's
conduct asmost exemplary in its character, andlooked upon him as a very
strong character and high-toned man ; and I think that the things which
brought down impeachment upon him, those acts wihich really moved the

democracy against him, were things that he was as a man of honor com-
pelled to do. The estrangement of his party associates, he being gov-

ernor of the State and having its patronage at his disposal, was one of

those things too apt to ensue when his patronage gave out.

COUNTY DISSEINSIONS.

Q. Were there no counties in the State in which the dissensions in

the republican ranks did not affect the local politics in the county ?

—

A. There are plenty of counties in which I do not know of such dissen-

sions myself. Whether there are any counties in which the dissensions

did not exis.t I am not able to say.

Q. Can you name any counties in which you had no knowledge of

any division in the republican party?—A. Y'es; 1 might say that I
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conld name nearly all the counties in the State, for I have never been a
very ^reat politician, and really have given bnt little attention to these
controversies that went on between the members of the party. 1 am
not personally acquainted with many of the party leaders, and if I was
called upon to enumerate the counties, I would have to enumerate
three-fourths of them in the State, that I do not know of any divisions in

myself; or, even if i had read of the diviisious there between men that I

knew nothing about, I dismissed them fiom my recollection as soon as I

read them, and I do not remember anything about them nov>'.

Q. I will ask you if the result of the election of 1875 was not very
greatly afiected by these dissensions in the republican party.—A. I
think it was, sir. I believe I stated that yesterday in my testimony.

Q. Were not these dissensions among the republicans in the State
carried into the canvass, aiid did not the contending factions criujiuate

and recriminate upon each other in the canvass ?—A. They did, sir,

very bitterly.

CONTEST IN THE SECOND (MR. WELLS's) DISTRICT.

Q. In the second district you say ^Vells was sujiported by the demo-
crats and a considerable part of the rei)ublicans. Is not that sufficient

to account for "Wells's election ?—A. Yes, sir. I asked Mr. Wells last

night what vote he had got, and he told me nine thousand majority.
If he got tliat majority he must have got more republican votes than
his opponent, ]Mr. Howe, as well as the (leinocratic vote.

Q. Jn the third district were there not three candidates—Money,
Powers, and Little f—A. Yes, sir; there were.

Q. And did not Powers and Little both claim to be the nominees of
their party ?—A. They did, sir. Money beat them both put together, I
think.

IN THE FOURTH (MR. SINGLETON'S) DISTRICT.

Q. In the Amrth district were there not also three candidates—Niles
and Warner, nominated by the republicans, and Singleton, democrat?

—

A. Xo, sir; there were not three candidates. Mr. Warner got the
nomination, but it was charged that he got it by unfair means, and
after he had remained in the canvass some time he withdrew, and Niles
came out as his successor. Niles did not run until Warner withdrew,
and I don't think Warner withdrew until he became very certaiti that
there was not much chance for his election. Kiles came out when the
chances were pretty bad against him.

IN THE FIFTH (3IR. HOOKER's) DISTRICT.

Q. In the fit\h district was there not great dissatisfaction at the
nomination of Ilill, and was not Hooker supported by leading repub-
licans ?—A. I do not know. I know that there was a tremendous con-

test for the nomination, but I know nothing of any dissatisfaction, or
anj' support of Hooker by republicans, though there might have been.

I was not in that district at all during that time; and 1 am not pre-

pared to say whether any of the republicans supported Hooker or not.

IN THE SIXTH (MR. LYNCH'S) DISTRICT.

Q. In Mr. Lynch's district, the sixth, was there any republican op-

position to Lynch ?—A. I do not know of any, sir. That is at the other
end of the State from that where I live.

VIOLENCE IN THE SIXTH DISTRICT.

Q. Was there any intimidation in that district to your knowledge?

—

A. There was some violence in that district in two counties, Amite ami
Claiborne.
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Q. How long preceding the election ?—A. I do not know, sir. There
was some violence, I think, in Claiborne (Jonnty on the day of the elec-

tion. There were disturbances in Amite County before the election.

IN THE FIRST (MR. LAMAR'S) DISTRICT.

Q. In the first district, (Lamar's,) did you hear of any intimidation
being uaedf—A. I do not think I did, sir. My recollection is that every
county in that district is democratic, and the democrats were very wise
about that ; they did not make any fuss where they had a sure thing.

REPUBLICAN STATE CONVENTION OF 1875.

Q. Were you at the republican State convention last year ?—A. No,
sir.

Q. Do you know Mr. Lake ?—A. I do, sir.

Q. What office did he hold at that time ?—A. He was United States

marshal of the southern district.

Q. Have you any knowledge of the proceedings that took place at

that convention "?—A. Well, sir, I read the proceedings. Atthe timethat
the convention met, and for a long time afterward, my wife was very ill,

and finally died, and 1 was very little occupied in attending to public

matters or anything of that kind at that time; and I cannot give very
accurate information about that thing.

Q. Do yon know whether there was any opposition in that convention

manifested to the administration of General Grant ?—A. I am not able

to say whether there was or not, sir.

QUIET BEFORE THE ELECTION.

Q. You stated that everything quieted down in Mississippi about a
month prior to the election.—A. I mny not be accurate about the time,

but for some weeks before the election I know that things were pretty

quiet there

—

QUESTION OF THE LEGALITY OF THE LEGISLATURE.

Q. And that the election generally was peaceable and orderly.—Has
any question been raised in IMississippi about the legality of that elec-

tion ?—A. Well, sir, there has been a question as to the legality of the

election; a question as to whether this intimidation in the State made
the election illegal.

Q. Has any department of the government in Mississippi, or any
authority. State or Federal, questioned the legality of the present legis-

lature ?—A. I believe not, sir. That is to say, no authority, State or

Federal, nor department of the government in Mississippi has questioned

the legality of the present legislature! There has been a popular charge

that it was a legislature elected by intimidation ;
but then, while they

have questioned it unofficially, they have recognized the legality of the

legislature by their official intercourse with it.

Q. Have not both the judicial and executive authority of the State

repeatedly recognized the legality of the legislature elected in 1875 ?

—

A. The judicial authority, the supreme court, may be considered as hav-

ing recognized the legality of the legislature in this way : two of the

judgesof thesupreme court by turns—thecourt consists of three judges

—

^

presided over the impeachment of Governor Ames. The chiefjustice of

the State first presided, and then in consequence of ill-health he resigned

his position, and became only an associate justice, and the person who
was elected chief-justice in his place took his position as ])rcsident of

the court of impeachment. The officers of the State generally reported

to the legislature, and the governor of the State sent his message to the

legislature, and approved or vetoed its bills. I remember that I had a
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conversation with Governor Ames on that sulyect, in which somethinf^
was said about the legality of the legislature. I recollect he made the
remark, which impressed me as authorizing his action in the matter,
that the legislature was a legal body, because the number of republicans
in the legislature and the number of democrats in the legislature, who
were peacefully elected, constituted a majority of each house, and thereby
were entitled to decide the question of the right of the other members
to their seats. He contended, however, that a good many of the mem-
bers had been illegally elected.

Q. But that that was a question which there was a legal body there to
determine ?—A. That tjiere was a legal body there composed of repub-
licans who had been elected without any improper influence, and dem-
ocrats who were elected peacefully in sufiicient numbers to constitute
a majority of each house. I remember his making that remark to me
in January, shortly after the legislature met. He did not give that as
his reason for recognizing the legislature in his official capacity j but the
two things coupled themselves together in my mind.

NEGRO ORGANIZATIONS.

Q. You stated yesterday that the negro population were organized
in clubs which very few white persons, even of the republican party,
attended, and that you had never been in attendance at one of these
club-meetings yourself, supposing that they did not desire any advice
from the white republicans. Do you know whether these organizations
were in any way secret in their character V—A. I do not know that they
were secret in their character, sir. These particular organizations, I

think, were not secret in their character. There is undoubtedly among
the negroes of the South a vast amount of secret understanding. They
have not been brouglit up to that point of intelligence and virtue that
when they know of crimes committed by each other they can be relied

upon to expose them. They do not tell on each other wlien they steal,

unfortunately ; and i'or that reason it is very diflicult for us to punish
criminals. 1 do not mean to say that that is true of every one of them,
but it is true, unfortunatelj', of the mass of them.

NEGRO ORGANIZATIONS NOT REALLY SECRET.

Q. Are they not bound together in some sort of secret organization
from which any white person is excluded?—A. I do not know that it

can be called an organization, except that there is naturally a herding
together, and collecting together, and having all kinds of intercourse
with each other, which is without doubt largely secret in its character.
I do not think they organize clubs except in political times. I do not
know that there is any justice in saying that they do organize them-
selves into secret clubs or organizations, and I believe they do not.

Q. Have you any knowledge of any such an organization as the Loyal
League existing among them?—A. No, sir, I have not. I have never
known anything about any Loyal League myself; not a thing.

Q. Or any political league of that nature ?—A. 1 have no knowledge
of that kiiul. 1 have no knowledge of any secret organization existing
ajnong them, except, as I have said, there is in times of i)olitical ex-

citement, and in fact in all other times, a disposition to secrecy in their

intercourse with each other, which, I sui)pose, is very natural, but it is

deplorable.

INFLUENCE OF NATIVE WHITES AND FORMER SLAVEHOLDERS.
Q. Is it not a fact that those who have been brought up in that

country, and who were formerly their masters, have more personal in-

fluence among the negroes than any other class of white persons 1f—A.
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Aside from politics, I believe it is. However, I cousider tbis quite
doubtful, as 1 estimate tbe wbite man's influence, and especially tbe
southerner's influence, with negroes at a very low figure.

Q. If the negro finds it necessary to ask for advice or counsel, is be
not mucb more likely to go to one of that class than to any other ?—A.
Well, I do not know about that. They go to northern men, who are
down there as politicians, a great deal for advice and counsel ; and
tbey go to southern white men, also, frequently ; and, perhaps, more
frequently than they do to any other class, because the southern white
people are there in so mucb greater numbers than tbe northern ones.

SYMPATHY OF NEGROES WITH NORTHERN AND SOUTHERN WHITES.

Q. Is there not a stronger sympathy between tbe southern white peo-
ple and the negroes who have been brought upon the same soil, than there
is between the negroes and northern people who go down there !—A.
Well, I am not able to tell you to what extent the sympathy between
tbe negroes and the northern people down there really goes. I think
the relations between tbe southern wbite people and the negroes are

very friendly relations indeed. I do not think that the southern white
people have any prejudice agaiuvSt the negroes, and I do not think the

negroes have any prejudice against the southern white people, except
such as grows out of politics and the efforts of both classes to get the

control of the government of the country. I do not think that there is

any hostility to the negroes: and I do not think that there is any feeling

of violence toward the negroes, except such as grows out of i)olitical

considerations.

FEARS OF THE NEGROES RESPECTING THE WHITES.

Q. Do you remember how long before the election the first act of vio-

lence took place ?—A. No, sir ; I do not. I do not remember the dates

well. I do not remember them even in their order. But, in regard to

the feeliug that may exist down there, tbe two races look upon each

other in this way : the negroes have great fear of the white people as

threatening their political liberties.

Q. Their right to vote ?—A. Their right to exercise in full the elective

franchise, and all the powers that are incident to the elective franchise.

They feel that that is a great right—a tremendous privilege to them

—

and that they are not very secure when the country is under the control

of the white people or the democracy.

FEELINGS OF THE WHITES TOWARD THE NEGROES.

The latter look upon the negroes with horror, as supporting a body
of men who the whites say are going to rob them—a band of brigands—
and they have got nearly everybody down there to believe that they will

rob them if they have the power. The consequence is that one party is

regarded as certain to be guilty of the outlawry of bloodshed, and the other

of the outlawry of thieving ; and I believe the white people down there

are generally inclined to think that stealing is a baser crime than kill-

ing, and that breaking a man's head is not half so mean and contempti-

ble as cutting his purse. Not only hare the southern people that sort of

feeliug among themselves, but that feeling extends to all the northern

people that go down there, except the oflice-holders or those who are

candidates for office. It extends even to the soldiers who are sent there

to keep the peace, and, while our country is very often reproached

as having Ku-klux, that keep away northern republicans, my obser-

vation shows me that when the white republicans come down there

from the North they generally turn democrats, unless they are office-

5 MISS
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holders or candidates for office; they fall under the influence of that
sentiment that exists in the South, and sometimes they turn very vio-

lent Ku-klux themselves, or a least what we call Ku-klux—pretty vio-

lent fellows.

KNOWS NOTHING OF THE KU KLUX, OR THE CLINTON DIFFICULTY.

Q. Do you know anything' about any Ku-klux organization as an or-

ganization there ?—A. No, sir; I do not. I have heard men say, how-
ever, that they had once belonged to a Ku-klux organization.

Q. But at present you do not know of any ?—A. No, sir.

Q. Do you know how the Clinton difficulty first began ?—A. I know
nothing about it, except in the vaguest sort of way, from newspaper
rei»orts.

Q. Was it your understanding that violence first began with the
negroes '?—A. I have no personal knowledge of how that difficulty began.

1 request leave to add to my testimony, in vindication of southern
men who have supported the re[)nblican party, that we have done so
because we felt that it was the only party which i)roposed in good faith

to keep the pledges contained in the constitutional amendments for the
protection of all classes of men, and to keej) those pledges we have con-
sidered to be an obligation of honor as it is an obligation of honor to

keel) every other pledge of the constitution or any other compact.
1 also desire to say, that what 1 have said about my want of influ-

ence with colored voters, does not show that I am not indebted to col-

ored men for supjiort. Indeed, they have often extended to me a most
generous personal support ; notably in a late instance where Senator
Bruce started, and Mr. Lynch, the colored member of Congress, and
Mr. ilill, the colored secretary of state in Mississippi, all of whom I

value very highly, strongly supported a recommendation for my ap-

pointment as United States district attorney by President Grant, and
succeeded in procuring such appointment.
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STATEMENT OF SENATOR ALCORN.

Washington, July 7, 1876.

Senator J. L. Alcorn, havin<? been summoned, made the following
statement

:

I have had submitted to me a copy of Governor Ames's testimony as
taken before the committee in April last. I desire to make answer to
several statements which he has seen proper to make in reply to
interrogatories propounded to him.

THE friar's point DIFFICULTY.

On page 26 of his testimony, referring to the riot in October last at
Friar's Point, Governor Ames makes the statement that the republicans,
headed by Sheriff John Brown, were on one side, and the democrats,
led by General Chalmers, Mr. Reid, and myself, were on the other side.

To this 1 answer, that the Reid to whom Governor Ames refers was his

supporter against me in the canvass for governor in 1873, and had con-

tinued to support his administration up to the time of the riot referred

to. General Chalmers, the other gentleman named, wrote a letter dur-

ing the canvass between Governor Ames, and myself, w^hich was pub-
lished in one or more newspapers, in which he avowed himself as a
supporter of Governor Ames, on the plea, it is true, that he believed the
best meaus that could be used by the democrats in breaking up the
republican party in the State of Mississippi was to elect Ames as

governor. In addition to this, General Chalmers urged that the demo-
crats had more to hope for irom Governor Ames than from myself.

SHERIFF BROWN.
On the same page Governor Ames states that, when he ran for gov-

ernor, John Brown, the sheriff, carried my county against me almost
unanimously, and undertakes to give the majority in his favor. With-
out having the figures before me, I do not hesitate to say that Governor
Ames is altogether in error with regard to the vote of that county, for,

while his majority was very considerable, it was not so great by several

hundred votes as he represents it to be.

He states also, on the same page, that it was reported that I had said

I was going to carry my own county, and that his friends and supporters

should not carry it.' I made no such statement ; made but one speech

in the county during the canvass, and certainly had no expectation of

carrying that county.

SENATOR ALCORN'S SON.

He also makes the statement, on the same page, that my own son was
associated with Mr. Brown as sheriff, and supported Brown in the affair

at Friar's Point. The statement that my son was ofQcially associated

with Brown as sheriff up to or at any time previous to the riot is not

true; nor is it true that my son acted in support of Brown in the affair

at Friar's Point, or that he held any ofiBce in the county at that time.

CORRECTION OF A TELEGRAPHIC IVIESSAGE.

On page 27 of The testimony of Governor Ames, a portion of my dis-

patch from Friar's Point to the New York Tribune, dated October 11,

1875, in which I give a summary of the facts inducing the Friar's Point

trouble, is embraced in the record. Governor Ames convicts the dis-

patch of an error, which he characterizes as a " gross mistake." In the
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third line of the dispatch, as printed in the record, I am made to repre-
sent Governor Ames as having been the bondsman of Brown, the sheriff.

The dispatch was written by me at Friar's Point, and sent to Helena,
Ark., to be transmitted. The statement was that Brown's bond was
executed by the friends of Ames. In the third line of the dispatch, as it

appears in the record, the words " the friends of" should be inserted
between the words " by " and "Ames." The dispatch would then read
as 1 wrote it, and as it was by me sent to the telegraph oflice.

REPUBLICAN DIVISIONS IN REGARD TO THE SHERIFFALTY.
On page 28 of his testimony, Governor Ames, in answer to the ques-

tion as to what was " his [myj object in resorting to violence," states,

''As I understand, it was to i)revent the colored people coming in and
making their nominations, or holding meetings." In reference to this,

I state the fact to be that I did not in any way oppose the convention
of the colored people. I had nothing to say with regard to their meet-
ings or their nominations. They had held their convention and made
their nominations before the trouble culminated. 1 was not present at
llieir convention, had nothing to do with it in any way, and I do not
remember to have made any remarks touching what they might do.
After their convention had been held, and some dissatisi'action had
arisen among those who were present seeking nominations, I was in-

(iuired of by a friend in Friar's Point as to whether I would support
Judge Keid as a candidate for sherifl'iu opposition to Brown, the nomi-
nee of the colored people. I answered that, while I was opposed to
Eeid, he having been the supporter of Ames all the while, and having
co-oi)erated with Brown for the whole period of his sheriftalty, and
having been one of his bondsmen, I held Reid in about the
same respect that I held Brown, but that there was one dis-

tinctive difference which would cause me to support Eeid rather
than Brown ; that while Beid might not manage the office of sher-

iff any more satisfactorily than Brown, still I thought he would not
be ready to incite the colored peoi)le to violence and outrage, and on
this account I would supjtort him. This occurred in the evening, after

the the republican convention had met and phiced its ticket in the field.

In the course of an hour, or perhaps more, there was dropped at my
office-door a poster inviting the republicans who were dissatisfied with
the nominations of the day to meet at the court-house in the evening
at an hour named for the i)urpose of considering the question of bring-
ing out another ticket, and Judge Reid and others were announced as
speakers. As a matter oi' curiosity, I went to the court-house that even-
ing, and found a large crowd assembled there. Several speeches were
made. Judge Reid announced himself as a republican candidate for

the oflice of sheriff at the ensuing election; there was an announcement
also for the office ot chancery clerk and altso for the office of circuit clerk,

the one by a white man and the other by a very respectable colored
man. The speakers all avowed themselves republicans and gave their

reasons as to why they would not support Brown's ticket.

POLITICAL ACTION OF SENATOR ALCORN.
After they had concluded, I was called upon to address the meeting.

At first I refused to do so, but the clamor was so general that 1 found
myself unable to escape from the court-house without saying something.
I took the stand and entered upon a review of the political ct)ndition of
affairs in Coahoma County. I embraced Jirown, the sheriff', in my criti-

cisms; stated the iact to be that he had plundered the State, in one set-

tlement with the auditor of public accounts, of $4,725, which he then
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had in bis poctet aud which he should be made to disgorge ; that he
had also attempted to perpetrate a fraud ou the couuty treasurer
amounting to about $7,000, aud had only been prevented from accom-
plishing his purpose by the treasurer; that, having been detected in his
frauds, he now sought to palm off on the people of the county the ticket
which he had that day nominated in order that he could hold the entire
control of things in his own hands and swindle the tax-payers at pleiis-

ure; that he had imposed upon the i^eople ignorant and vicious officials,

aud had that day secured the nomination of a stranger, a colored man
by the name of Smith, who was already in the enjoyment of the office

of senator from that district, also was county superintendent of educa-
tion with a salary of $900 a year, and in addition had been appointed
by Governor Ames, without bond, as a special agent to collect

arrears of taxes, and that now Brown desired to place this man in both
offices—chancery and circuit clerk—where the sole power would be
vested in him of approving the official bonds of the officers of the
county and sole possession of the records and papers ; that thus the
ring would be complete, and the county entirely at the mercy of Brown
and his followers. I characterized, in as strong terms as I could use,

the ignorance and the outrage of the public officials of the county. I

recited the fact that Brown had been making incendiary speeches to

the negroes through the county, in which he had been urging them to

arm themselves for the struggle which he warned them was before them

;

that the white people intended to assault, to massacre, and murder
them. I denounced these speeches of Brown's as false within his own
knowledge, and that they were made for the purpose of stirring the
colored people to that violence that would bring about arson and blood-

shed. After I had spoken in this strain for some time, Brown sought
to interrupt me, but 1 refused to hear what he had to say. He took his

seat, and in sitting down drew his pistol and placed it across his knees.

This I did not see, but it was reported to me soon after by witnesses
who sat near him, and whom I believe to be reliable. I finished my
speech and went home.

CAUSE OF THE RIOT.

It was soon reported to me that Brown had said that he intended to

speak on the following Monday, (this being Saturday,) and intended
to denounce me as he had not heretofore done. He had been in the

habit of denouncing me with all the vulgarity to him possible. I had
made up my mind that I would bear it no longer, and replied, to those

who informed me of Brown's intention, that 1 would be present when
he made his speech on Monday. Several of my friends came to me and
endeavored to induce me to reconsider my purpose and not to go to the

court-house on the occasion of Brown's proposed speech, but I declared

my purpose to do so at all hazards. Brown was advised, as I was in-

formed, of my purpose to attend his meeting, aud he sent messengers
through the country to bring an armed force to the town for the pur-

pose, as he said, of protecting him in his right to speak. The colored

people of the county had kept up their military organizations, and
these could be readily brought to a given point. Many of the citizens

urged him not to bring armed negroes to the town, that there was no
necessity for this, and that it might induce riot. Brown agreed that he

would not speak on Monday, but announced his intention of speaking

on Tuesday. He gave assurances to the people that no armed negroes

would be present on the occasion. I had had no consultation with any
white people or others upon the subject.
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ARMED MEN APPROACHING THE TOWN.
On the Tuesday following, information was brought to Friar's Point

that a large body of armed negroes was advancing upon the town.
iSome of the citizens approached Brown upon the subject and he denied
they were coming, ))ut carriers soon arrived with the statement that
several huudred negroes, well armed, were advancing, and had already
approached within three or four miles of the town ; that they were
threatening to sack and burn the town. Many of the people were
panic-stricken. Several of them came to me to ask my counsel as to

what had best be done; that if we remained in the town we would
certainly be murdered ; that the few citizens of the town with all the
help we could get would not number more than sixty or seventy men;
that this force would be altogether insufficient for the defense of the
place, and we only had such arms as we could suddenly gather
together. My reply was, "Let those who are disposed to leave, go at
once; for myself, 1 i)ropose to stay with such persons as will remain
and defend the town against the attack of Brown and his associates."

I went to the court house and found Brown in conversation with some
citizens. In my presence ht stated that he had sent messengers to

meet tbe armed force that was coming to the town to disperse and
send it back. Upon this assurance, for 1 believed his sta^ment to be
true, knowing his control over the colored people, I had no doubt of
his ability to induce their return. I returned to my office, some two
hundred yards from the court house, and resumed my business. I had
been there but fifteen or twenty minutes when a messenger came to me
announcing that the head of the negro column was already in sight.

I seized my "double-barrel shot-gun," ran to the court-house, and there
did what 1 could in assisting to organize the forty or fifty men that
were ready to fall into line for the defense of the town.

THEY ADVANCE, RETREAT, AND AGAIN RALLY.
The head of the negro column was met at the border of the town by

a courier sent by General Chalmers urging the negroes to not enter the
town, but return. The parley was going on when I reached the court-

house. Brown was there and was evidently very active in endeavoring
to have the negroes return ; but, while I could not hear what the ne-

gro officers in command said, I saw from their actions that they were
angry and not disposed to disperse. The negro column was thoroughly
armed and mostly mounted.

1 said to General Chalmers, who had been appointed to the com-
mand, " Send a messenger to their column and tell them to disperse
within fifteen minutes, or you will charge upon them." This mes-
sage General Chalmers sent. It was not more than ten or fifteen

minutes before the column countermarched and left the town, but
rallied in a strong position about a mile south at a bridge. Our informa-
tion was that they were rapidly re-enfonnngand that their ])urpose was
to return. After a short consultation it was agreed that they should be
dis|)ersed. In the mean time recruits of white men had arrived from
tbe country and we had about a hundred men with such arms as they
could gather up ready for the occasion.

THE WHITES ATTACK THEM.
It was suggested after a brief conference that by sending twenty-five

or thirty men in the rear of the negroes in order to make a diversion,

and by charging them in front and firing over their heads, they could be
dis])ersed without the loss of a life. The movement was made and it

was successful ; the negroes ran pell-mell and no one was killed or
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wounded on either side. I do not think there would have been a single
man killed as the result of that riot had it not been that some colored
men in the rear of the column ambushed and killed a respectable young
man by the name of Scott who was attending to his daily business, and
who, if he had heard of the trouble, was certainly taking no part in it.

When the news reached the advancing whites that Scott had been as-

sassinated, a detachment was sent to charge the field in which he had
been ambushed.

KESULT OF THE FIGHT.

Nine negroes were dislodged, one of whom was killed, six were taken
prisoners, and two escaped. The prisoners were sent to the Friar's
Point jail, detained there a day or two, and were then turned out on
their parole that they would go home and behave themselves. In addi-
tion to this, on the next day four negroes were killed, not by any of the
people of Friar's Point or of that county, 1 believe, but by some men
who had come in from adjoining counties. I considered their taking off

as so many outrages, and if the perpetrators of the crime could have
been detected by the men from Friar's Point and the county in which I

live who were under arms, they would have been summarily dealt with
;

for while all the negroes who were killed, save one, had doubtless taken
more or less part in the riot, still they were not held to be, by thinking
men, individually responsible ; all sensible men believed they had been
incited to what they did b}' Brown and his immediate followers.

I think I risk nothing in stating the maximum of the killed in the
Friar's Point riot, and growing out of that riot, at two white men, one
assassinated by the negroes, one who shot himself accidentallj', and the
killing of five colored men, one killed as I have described, who was in

ambush, and four killed by men from adjoining counties.

The election which succeeded was peaceable. The republicans car-

ried the county by a large majority.

NO PERSONAL KNOWLEDGE OF VIOLENCE.

I have no iiersonal knowledge of any violence in Mississippi during
the year 1875, except that described in this statement.

I have not visited the capital of the State since the election of Ames
as governor of the State. His election struck me down, and I with-

drew from political controversy. I expressed the hope that his admin-
istration might prove to be, not as I had predicted, a curse, but a bless-

ing to Mississippi. This was, 1 think, the hope of all good citizens.

The people appeared to accept his induction to office with great cor-

diality. His inaugural address was well chosen, and filled me with

hope—hope against my judgment. Of his administration 1 do not wish

to speak. The evil that he has done continues with us. He, 1 believe,

has left the State, and I trust, permanently so.

JOSEPH M. BYNUM—ALCOEN COUNTY.

Aberdeen, Miss., June 26, 1876.

Joseph M. Bynum sworn and examined.

PERSONAL STATEMENT.

By the Chairman :

Question. Where do you reside?—Answer. In Alcorn County, in the

eastern part of the State.

Q. How long have you lived there ?—A. I have lived there ever since

1859—about fifteen years.
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Q. What is your profession or occupation ?—A. I am a physician by
profession ; but I have not practiced medicine for the last ten years.

Q. Have you been in any business ?—A. Yes, sir ; I am a merchant.

Q. In what town do you live'^—A. In Kienzi, on the line between
Prentiss and Alcorn Counties ; a county bordering on Tennessee.

Q, Are you a native of Mississippi ?—A. I am a native of North Car-

olina.

Q. You have been in this State how long!—A. Fifteen years. I was
raised in North Carolina and am a graduate of the University of Penn-
sylvania.

INTIMIDATION IN ALCORN COUNTY.

Q. Have you such knowledge of the last political canvass in Alcorn
County that you can state whether there was anything in the nature of

intimidation or threats used by anybody !—A. There was a good deal

of uneasiness felt there by the colored population, and they were un-

certain of their voting or not. There was no display of arms or mili-

tary companies, but there was a good many threats through the county
that the laborers should not work without they voted a certain ticket

;

or, if they did vote the republican ticket, that they should not be em-
ployed. The principal intimidation was of that kind.

Q. Were any of these threats made within your personal knowledge
or under 5'our observation ?—A. Kot made to me; only reported to me
by other parties. I did not take a very great interest in the election

until a lew days before the election, when the colored people said that

they were threatened with not being allowed to stay in the country
there and cultivate the land without they voted a certahi ticket; and
on the day of the election I took a considerable interest in it on that

account, and told them that I thought thej* should have a fair vote.

Q. Without they voted a certain ticket ; which ticket do you mean?

—

A. If they voted the republican ticket that they should not have the

land there; that was a threat from the farmers, and pretty generally

understood, I believe.

Q, Did you hear of all these threats from negroes exclusively, or from
white persons as well ?—A. I heard them from both. Some of the colored

people came to me, and told me that the owners of the land said that

they should not work with them any more. I told them that that was
all talk ; that it never would be attempted; but still they felt a great

deal of uneasiness about it, and had an idea that they would carry it

into effect.

Q. Do you know whether there were any cases where such threats

were carried into effect?—A. I don't. I think we are scarce of labor

in the country, and everybody was anxious to get all the labor they
could after the election.

Q. Do you know anything about political clubs among the democrats
or republicans f

DEMOCRATIC PROTECTION AGAINST REPUBLICAN INFLUENCE.

A. There were no republican clubs in our county. There was a dem-
ocratic club in our town that met frequently, and made a considerable

display of music, badges, and marching and tiring, and everything of

that sort, which produced a good deal of uneasiness among the colored

j)eoi)le, and on the day of the election that club appointed two or three

men to see that there was no inlluence used over the black people

to inlluence them to vote the republican ticket ; so these members
appointed by the club said.

Q. Did you understand what these men were to do to prevent such
influence on the black people f—A. I know what they did do.
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Q. That is what we want to know.—A. In my warehouse I had a
back room and the republican tickets were sent to me on the night
before the election, and I went there to make up these tickets. These
men appointed by the club, with their badges on, came in there and sat
around and said that they were appointed by the democratic club to pre-

vent any man from influencing the colored men to vote the republican
ticket. 1 told them that I was running this thing myself and intended
to make out the tickets for them and to fix them up. They said that
was just exactly what they were there to prevent, that they were there
for that purpose ; and crowded into the room, and I went out on the
street and they followed me all round town and back, and sat right
beside me ; and some had clubs and some had not. These things
occurred there on election-day.

Q. Were any fire-arras exhibited or used ?—A. I never saw any.

Q. Were you a candidate for any office ?—A. iS'o, sir.

Q. Did you ever hold any office in the county ?

CREED OF A CONFEDERATE SOLDIER.

A. I never held any office in the county. I was in the southern army,
but I believed when the surrender took place at Appomattox that the
fight was over and that we better fall into line, and take the best we
could get.

RELATIVE PROPORTION OF BLACK AND WHITE VOTERS.

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. As a matter of fact I believe the white population of your county
very largely outnumbers the black ?—A. Y( s, sir.

Q. I observe the white population is 7,666, and the black 2,768, so

that this has always been a democratic county ?—A. It has always been
a democratic county ; largely democratic.

WILLIAM B. EEDMOND—AMITE COUNTY.

Jackson, Miss., June 9, 1876.

William B. Redmond sworn and examined.

record of the witness.

By the Ohairsian :

Question. Where do you reside?—Answer. I am residing in McComb
City at present.

Q. What county ?—A. Pike County.
Q. What is your occupation ?—A. I am deputy revenue collector. 1

am also keeping a hotel there.

Q. How long have you resided there"?—A. For about five or six

months.
Q. Previous to that time where did you reside ?—A. In Liberty,

Amite County.
Q. How long did you reside in Amite County?—A. Six years.

Q. Are you a native of the State ?—A. A native of Louisiana—New
Orleans.

Q. How long have you resided in Mississippi ?—A. Six years and a

half.

Q. Did you take any part personally in the late war ?—A. Yes, sir.
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Q. On which side ?—A. In the confederate army.
Q. In what capacity ?—A. As a private.

THE DEMOCRATS IN AMITE COUNTY.

Q. If you have any knowledge of i)olitical affairs in Amite County
during the canvass of 1875, or during the election of that year, will you
state it to the committee?—A. About six weeks or two months prior to

the election there was an organization effected by what was called the
democratic clubs in the different districts—precincts—and from each
of those clubs there were ten delegates sent to Liberty, the county-seat,

once a week, every Monday, to have a meeting of the central commit-
tee; and the action of these parties there on those occasions was such as

to arouse the fear of every man in the county.

Q. State what was done at those meetings.—A. The propriety of tar-

ring and feathering and hanging us was discussed.

By Mr. McMillan :

Q. Whom do you mean by " us ? "—A. The leading republicans in the
county.

By the Chairman :

Q. How many clubs were represented ?—A. Five.

Q. Ten from each club ?—A. Ten from each club.

Q. Anything that occurred, of which you have knowledge, you can
state to the committee.—A. As I said, on jNIonday, when those clubs
met, there was a general fear and feeling of dread that pervaded the
whole community, and it was caused from the facts that I have stated.

QUIET AT THE ELECTION.

On the day of the election everything went off very quietly where I

was, at Liberty, the county-seat, with the exception that now and then
I heard remarks of this kind, '' The radicals can't beat us to-day."

They said that they would run us out of the county. But, as I have
said, everything was calm and quiet at the polls as I ever saw it in my
life.

THE NIGHT AFTER ELECTION.

About ten or twelve o'clock that night I noticed an unusual number
of white men in town, and I spoke to Captain Parker, the sheriff of the
county, about it ; that these men were probably here for some purpose
or other, and I did not like the manner in which they acted. I proposed
to consult II. P. Hurst, the brigadier-general in that district, as to

what steps we would take.

It was some time before we could find him, and we heard then that he
was looking for us.

We met him a short time afterward, and he told us he had just come
from Colonel Johns' office—a man of sonic prominence as a lawyer, and
a candidate on the democratic ticket; a man very much esteemed by
republicans as well as democrats in the county. He had had a consul-

tation with Johns, and Johns had requested him to see us—tliat is,

Parker, Barrett, and myself. He advised us to leave the county im-

mediately. Ho said he could not be responsible for what would take
place on the morrow ; that he was satisfied the clubs would come
together, and that blood would be shed if we remained.

1 asked him why in the world he included me; that I was not a can-

didate for office, and that I had not been a candidate for any office in

the county, except for member of the board of supervisors; that I

was a Federal office-holder, and they would not think of interfering
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with me. He replied, "They have no more respect for you in your
position than they have for Parker in his."

I asked him what his reasons were for saying so. He said that it

was based upon knowledge he had got at Eose Hill, one of the boxes in

the county ; that he had heard there that I would be treated just as the
others were, and that they were determined that they would get rid of
me entirely.

I asked him if he was satisfied of the truth of what he had said, and
he said he was perfectly satisfied. He is a man of undoubted courage,
and has the re])utation of being as brave a man as there is in the
district, and that is the reason he received his appointment. At about
half past one, Parker, Barrett, and myself left, accomi)auied by Hurst.

ACTION OF ARMED MEN.
I do not know the exact number of men that appeared there, but

there were between three and four hundred men, all armed. They
formed around the court-house as thoroughly organized as an army, and
charged on the court-house. They said they came there to get rid of

carpet-baggers and scallawags. My office was in the court-house. The
office was entered by these men.
At aboutfive o'clock they went to my home and called upon my wife and

said they were expecting me back that night with negroes and soldiers,

and if she wanted any protection they would let her have it. She asked
them whj' she wanted any protection ; that she felt i)erfectly safe there;

she did not think they were ungentlemanly enough to assail a woman.
They guarded the place and guarded her for about three weeks anyway.

THE WITNESS TWICE WARNED TO LEAVE.

I moved to Summit. I went out to my home one night ; started about
two o'clock and arrived there about daylight, and the next night left

about two and got to Summit about daylight. We went to board with
a family named Bradshav/, in Summit, a merchant and an old friend

friend of mine.
I presumed at that time that the excitement would be only tem-

porary in Amite County, and we thought to shortly return. About
three weeks or a month after I took up my abode there, this

man Bradshaw, the gentleman I was boarding with, went down town
about seven o'clock in the morning ; and about half i)ast eight I received

a note from him saying if he was me he would stay at home during the

day ; that there were a number of men there threatening vengeance
against me. I took his advice and remained at home that day. About
nine that night he came back, and he asked me to ask my Vvife to leave

the room for a few minutes. I did so, and he told me that I would
have to leave his house. I asked him why. He said this: "You re-

member the note I sent you to stay at home?" I said, "Yes." He
says, "These men have been threatening me about your living here."

I said, " Well, you propose to have me leave to protect yourself?" He
said, " Yes." 1 told him I would certainly leave ; that I did not want
to implicate him in any of my troubles. 1 went over to Mr. Bridges, a

prominent democrat and a friend of mine, as I had every reason to

believe from what I had seen. He being a prominent man I wished to

consult him before 1 left as to what steps I would take. My wife went
over for him, and he sent word he was comiug over. About this time

1 saw a number of men coming up the street, yelling, with torches or

lanterns, about two hundred yards off. When Mr. Bridges came, i

said, " 1 have sent for you. I do not know as you have heard of the

trouble, but I understand there are a number of armed men coming up
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here, and I want you to advise with me what steps to take." He says,
" For God's sake, leave here immediately."

I said to Mr. Bridges, " I don't know. I never was used to doing any-
thing of that kind. I am compelled to leave here in the night-time, and I

know nothing of the suburbs of the town at all, and I have no idea in tbe
world where I shall go." I asked him to accompany me. He went with
me as far as from here to the door and left me. I went on to McComb
City and remained that night. The next day I returned to Summit.
I was there but a few minutes when the mayor of the town came to me
and said there was a good deal of feeling toward me. I said I had
heard there was a good deal of feeling here against me, but that I was
not prepared to leave the town. I said, " I have business in the town."
He said, " I do not know how it will be, but 1 fear there will be trouble."
I told him I was going to remain ; that I was there in the discharge
of my duties as a Federal officer, and if they disturbed me I was going
to ask for Federal troops ; that I did not propose to be hounded about
like a dog. And he said he would do everything he could to protect
me. He was willing to consult General Hurst, the brigadier-general of
the division. Since then I have lived in McComb City. I was there
about half an hour, and was just finishing my dinner, when two or three
men came up to me, and one of them was an uncle of this man Hurst;
he insulted me very grossly.

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. Give his name.—A. Dr. Tillotson. I turned to Hurst and said,
" This man is a relative of yours; you seem to be the only friend I bave
here, and I do not want to hurt your feelings by striking him

; but I

will not submit to these things any longer;" that 1 wanted him to stop
it ; that he was mayor of the town, and he should preserve order. And
he took the man and led him out of the house. In the mean time a
crowd gathered there of about fifteen or twenty men; and General
Cain, the marshal, was standing there, and seemed to take no part.

I said to him, "Look here, General, you can see just as far as 1 can what
this means." He said, " Yes; they intend to get rid of you, Redmond;
and I tell you right here now I cannot protect you ;" and he turned to one
of his oflicers standing beside him, and said, " What can we do ? there
are only two of us." At this time it seemed as though the whole town
was standing about fifty yards from where we were. These men had
their pistols in their hands. I had two revolvers, one in each hand,
and said, " If any one advances on me I will certainly kill him." I went
oft' then in company with Hurst. I said, " Hurst, you see it is impossi-

ble for me to get along here, and you are willing to admit now that you
cannot do anything yourself." He said, " Yes, I am perfectly willing to

admit it." I said, " If I telegraph for troops will you indorse my request?"
He said, " I will do so with pleasure." I then telegraphed to Shaugh-
nessy, the collector. Hurst sent a dispatch—" By all means grant Eed-
mond's request." Shaughnessy was in Jackson. After I had tele-

graphed, I went down to the store of a gentleman that had shown me a
good many favors and courtesies, a merchant in town there of the firm

name of Levi Moyse & Co.
I told him I intended to remain in his store for a short time. There

was an upstairs to the store and an inner stairway leading up to it; and
at the head of the stair there was a very heavy post, about a foot square,

I presume. I saw these men were coming down the street in the direc-

tion 1 had taken, and I turned into this store ou this account. I went
to the head of the stairs, and I said, " If they ask you if I am up here,

vou tell them that I am." In the mean time 1 had armed myself with a
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Winchester rifle. I was standing- at the head of the stairs, and I knew
that the only entrance into the room was by that stairway, and that I
could defend myself against almost any number of men coming up the
stairs. About five miuutes afterward he came to the foot of the stairs

—

in the mean time he had closed the store—and called me, and I went
down. He said, "They know you are here." I said, "I know that.'

He said, " Well, I cannot permit you to remain here, Redmond." I said,

"Whynof?" He said, " They are going to come here, anyway." I

said, '' If it is prejudicial to your interests to have me remain, 1 shall

certainly leave your store, but I want you to let them in the front way."
He said, " I will open the back door, and if I was you I should go to the
woods." I took his advice, went into the woods, and remained there
until about 9 o'clock that night, when I came back to the edge of the
town, and I sent a man to Hurst, who was at Judge Smiley's house

;

and he came out to see me, and brought with him a dispatch, and the
dispatch was from Shaughnessy, requesting me to come to Jackson im-
mediately. I asked him what he thought about it. He said, " 1 would
advise you to leave here, but I am afraid you will have some trouble
getting onto the train, for these men are right on the suburbs of the
town now. He said that he would go with me to the train, and do
everything he could to protect me and see me on the train safely.

We weut to the depot, and stood in the shade of the trees until the
train came along, when we saw no one at the train at all, and I do not
know as I had any reason to anticipate trouble ; but 1 got on the train

and came to Jackson, and saw Shaughnessy ; and, after some consulta-

tion with him, he sent dispatches, which I ]3resume you have seen,

requesting that troops be furnished to me.

By Mr. McMillan :

Q. Sent dispatches where to ?—A. To Washington to the Commis-
sioner of Internal Revenue.

By the Chairman :

Q. What statement, if any, was given to you as to the cause of this

pursuit of you which you describe f—A. There was no statement in the
world, that I have heard of, until I appeared before the investigating

committee that was sent down by the legislature. I forgot to say that

just before these men came down there Tom Garner, one of the alder-

men of the town, who frequently in the absence of Hurst, who was very
frequently absent, acted as mayor himsel—Moses Jackson, the presi-

dent of the Central Club, which was, as I have said, composed of ten

members from each of the five clubs of the county, was in town, and
asked Tom Garner if I was living there. He said I was. And he said,

"Do the people of Summit propose to let Redmond remain there ?"

and Garner said that they never heard aught against Redmond, and
that tie was a Federal officer. Jackson then told Garner that if the

people of Summit did not drive him away from there, it was the

avowed purpose of the people of Amite County to do so. Garner said,

" Redmond is a Federal officer, you know, and you had better handle a

matter of that kind with a great deal of care." Jackson said, " That
makes no difference what he is ; he shall not remain in this county."

Q. Were any steps taken against other republicans in the county !

—

A. Parker, the sheriff, Dr. F. Barrett, the county superintendent of

education

—

Q. What happened in relation to them ?

—

A; I do not know, sir.—

I

have been living there about six years, and ray name was never brought
before the grand jury, and I never had a criminal suit or a suit of any
kind.
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STATE OFFICES HELD BY WITNESS.

When I first came to the State it was as a registrar in 1869. It was
required at that time that on each registration board there should be two
republicans and one democrat. I was living in New Orleans at that

time. I was sitting in a gentleman's office one day when I was intro-

duced to this gentleman, Parker, and he said he had two republicans

on the board and wanted a democrat, and asked me my politics. I

said I had never taken any part in politics, but that I presumed that I

was a democrat. He said, " Well, you are just the man that I want." I

went up there intending to remain two or three weeks, I presume. While
there Mr. Yeandle, the circuit court clerk, told me that it I would
be his deputy he should like to have me remain, and would give me em-
ployment. 1 remained some two or three weeks, when General Ames,
who was then provisional governor of the State, appointed me assess-

or. I had avowed no politics in the world, and had taken no part in

politics ; had never opened my mouth with reference to politics, and
knew nothing of it at the time; and the papers begun wholesale abuse
of me on account of my accepting a position at the hands of the repub-

lican administration. The editor of one of the papers that abused me
was himself at that time seeking an appointment, and not getting it he
abused me from chagrin more than anything else.

OSTRACISED AND DENOUNCED FOR ACCEPTING STATE OFFICE.

Immediately after I accepted the office of assessor I was shunned by
everybody, and such a wholesale abuse of a man I never heard of iu my
life before on account of accepting a position, and I gradually became
convinced of the error of what little politics I had, on account of ilie

manner in which republicans were treated in the State. That did a

great deal toward making me a republican, more than anything else

could ever have done ; and I soon became a pronounced republican. I

was afterward appointed by Governor Alcorn to the same position as

assessor. Every one of the members of the board of supervisors, or

rather the board of police, as it was at that time, were democrats tbat

we had recommended. There was no republican in the county that we
knew of that would fill the position with any credit to the place at all.

We desired to show them that we wished to act in all justice to them
;

and a few democrats were appointed, most of them leading men in the

county, and large property-holders. My acts were all subject to the ap-

proval of this board of supervisors, or board of police as it was termed

at that time. They had the appointment of our grand jury iu the

county.
I state this for the reason that you asked me if there were any

reasons stated for pursuing me in this manner ; but 1 never heard of it

until I was before that investigating committee ; and while there I

heard that Lawrence Jackson testified that my character was very bad
there, and it was on account of the fact that I had raised the land of

the people iu valuation. But that was not within my province at all

;

I had no power to do anythnig of the sort, and all I could do was to

recommend up to the board of supervisors, who are made a board of

equalization by the legislature, and required to go over the whole
assessments and equalize them iu the different counties. On this grand
jury appointed by this board of supervisors nine or ten were white men,
and they were inclined to take every advantage that they could

;
and

if they could have had me brought before the grand jury they would
have done it; and I never had heard a word of it iu my life until 1 was
brought before this investigating committee of the legislature. 1 am
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satisfied that the members of tliat board of supervisors would testify

to the fact that my rolls were made out iu accordance with their orders.

Q. Why did you remove from Summit to McComb City?—A. For the
simple reason that I saw that it would be a continual trouble for me to

remain there, and when troops were sent to me they were sent to Mc-
Comb City. There were no barracks in Summit for a camp for the
troops, and no buildings for them to go into winter quarters at all ; but
they were located at McComb City by General Augur's command.

Q. Are the troops still there ?—A. They are.

Q. Do you consider them necessary there 1—A. 1 do, sir. I think it

would be impossible for me to return to Amite County with any safety

to myself unless I was accompanied by troops.

Q. Where are Messrs. Parker and Barrett f—A. Barrett is in Jackson
and Parker in New Orleans.

Q. Do you know what reason, if any, was assigned for the hostility

to Barrett and Parker 1—A. No, sir.

THREATS TO EXPEL SUCCESSFUL REPUBLICAN CANDIDATES.

In conversation with one of these men, a member of this club, Wes-
ley McElwe, the question was put to him by H. L. Ssifibrd or myself,

what his club intended to do, what they proposed to do, if th( repub-

lican candidates were elected by a large majority, whether they would
permit them to remain there. He said it was the avowed purpose of

the clubs, whether they were elected or not, to make them leave the

county.
VOTE OF AMITE COUNTY NOT COUNTED.

From all I can learn I am satisfied of the fact that the vote of Amite
County was never counted in the last election.

Q. What reason have you for believing that it has never been count-

ed ?—A. Because a gentleman who was on the board told me so himself

and testified to that fact before the grand jury, so I learned.

Q. What was his name ?—A. N. Garron, living at Liberty. He was
assessor of the county.

Q. What were his opinions, politically 1—A. He was a very conserv-

ative man ; I have always doubted what his politics were. He has been

neither a democrat nor a republican, iu my estimation.

By Mr. McMillan :

Q. What election do you refer to?—A. The election that took place

on the 2d of November, 1875.

OBJECT OF THE ARMED DEMOCRATIC CI UBS.

By the Chairman :

Q. Do you know anything of those organizations that you speak of—
these clubs—as to their purpose or the nature of the organization ?—A.

I am satisfied that the nature of the organization is this : That Missis-

sippians and democrats shall rule Mississippi at all hazards. That is

what the nature of the organization that was in our county certainly

was. They were determined to carry the election iu any way in the

world that they could.

Q. Do you know anything of their being armed or otherwise f—A.
Yes, sir ; I have seen side-arms. They never met there for those two

months prior to the election without they all had side-arms, every one

of them that I saw. On the day succeeding the election, from what

was told me, they had not only side-arms but shot-guns and rifles as

well.
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PRACTICE OF CARRYING ARMS IN MISSISSIPPI.

Q. Do the people of Mississippi generally carry side-arms?—A. They
do about election times, always.

Q. Has it been their custom for many years ?—A. No, sir ; two years
ago at the election I never saw any better feeling existing in my life

than existed in Amite County.

ACTION OF THE EXTREME DEMOCRATS.

I will say to the credit of the people of that county that as good feeling

existed there as in any county in the North. On that occasion two-
thirds of the white men in the county voted for the very man whom they
have now run out of the county. I am satisfied that had it not been
for what took place in this [Hinds] county and in Vicksburg and Yazoo
County, no trouble would have taken place in Amite County. After
what happened in these other counties a few bad men in Amite County
organized and forced the other men, the democrats who desired to act
with clemency, moderation, and justice, into it. Col. B. F. Johns, a con-

servative, who was nominated for the legislature on the democratic
ticket, was requested to withdraw, and he stated himself that he would
certainly do so if he was compelled to do one thing or the other ; that
he would certainly withdraw in preference to taking any part in this

Ijrogramme of the extreme democrats. And he took no part in this can-
vass at all.

Q. Was he elected this year?—A. He was elected this year; he was
a candidate at that time. He was a colonel in the confederate army,
and has always been a democrat all his life, but a very just and good
man.

Q. If there is anything further relating to the subject, you cau state

it.—A. I presume if I desire certain parties summoned in Amite and
Pike Counties the committee would do so. I would like to have the gen-
tlemen that I have spoken of—Mr. Bradshaw, Mr. Garner, Captain Par-
ker, Dr. Barrett, Mr. Saflbrd, who is United States commissioner down
there, and others. It is just the same state of affairs that existed in

South Carolina, when Major Merrill was sent there, that exists in Amite
and AVilkiuson Counties to-day.

A MURDERER OF NEGROES DEFIES THE OFFICERS.

Q. Were you in South Carolina ?—A. No, sir. I speak only from
what I have seen and lieard. 1 know that there was a colored man
killed in his bed one night with his wife. There was a warrant gotten
out for the man who was supposed to have done the murder. There
was a convention to be held one Saturday in the neighborhood in which
the man who did the killing lived.

By Mr. Cainieron :

Q. By which party?—A. A republican convention. A number of us
were going to be there to this convention, and there were between sixty

and one hundred men, all armed to the teeth, who asseujbled at this

place called Kose Hill, and this man was running them. After the
deputy sheriff arrived there this man who had done the killing rode up
to him and told him that his name was John Jackson, and that he un-

derstood he had a warrant for his arrest, and he dared him to arrest

him ; and he made the remark, " You black son-ofabitch ! I have a
good mind to kill you any way." Some of the members of the demo-
cratic club, who had promised protection to the deputy sheriff', then inter-

fered and he went on through this camp.
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NO ARMED COLOEED REPUBLICANS.
Tboy reported that there was to be a negro rising; but there was not

a negro at the convention that had a gnn or arm of any kind in the
world. Two or three joined the party with guns, and they were sent
back by Captain Parker and told that no one of them could come
there with guns ; that there should be no possible chance lor it to
be said that the negroes had done it, if there was any shooting at the
convention. 1 never saw a more peaceable set of men than they have
been ever since J have been in the county.

EMPLOYERS HELD RESPONSIBLE FOR LABORERS.
There were resolutions published in the papers that were passed at

these conventions, which met every Monday in Liberty, and they kept
on their meetings for some time after the election. I have these reso-

lutions, and will forward a copy of them to tJie committee. They made
it obligatory upon the em[)loyers—made them responsible for the acts
of their employes.
Mr. Bayard. You better let the resolutions speak for themselves.
The Witness. Yes, sir ; they were published in nearly all of the

jiapers of the State about the 1st of December, and were commented
upon very largely by the republican press.

whites and blacks in AMITE COUNTY.
By Mr. Cameron :

Q. How does the number of whites in Amite County compare with
the blacks "I—A. There are about 300 more blacks than whites.

WHITE REPUBLICANS OVERAWED.
By the Chairman :

Q. How is the county divided politically with reference to race ?

—

A. I think there are a great many white people there who at heart
are republicans, but they dare not avow it. lam satisfied that if it had
not been for the fear that existed clown there from these clubs, a
number of white men would have voted the republican ticket. I think
they would have supported the white candidates ou the republican ticket,

but I do not think that many of them would have supported the black
candidates.

BLACK DEMOCRATS AND WHITE REPUBLICANS.

Q. How are the black men in politics !—A. I presume there are one
hundred colored men in the county who would have voted the demo-
cratic ticket, and about the same number of white men who would have
voted the republican ticket.

Q. Do you know anything of the other counties except Amite, of 3'our

own personal knowledge !—A. No, sir.

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. What was the first occasion on which you were assaulted or threat-

ened I—A. It was at Summit.
Q. When ?

—

A, I cannot remember the date exactly. It was about
the 22d or -!od of December.

Q. Had you ever been assaulted or intimidated prior to the election

of '75 ?—A. No, sir.

TREATMENT OF NATIVE REPUBLICANS BY THE DEMOCRATS.

Q. Always have been treated civilly and kindly 1—A. I cannot say
that I had always been treated civilly and kindly. I had been treated

as I demanded treatment ; that is all.

Q. Had that treatment been fair and just up to that time ?—A. Up to

6 MISS
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two or three months prior to the election I was treated very kindly by
everybody, but after that the men who had been the most intimate
with me would not speak to me on the street.

Q. Do you know ot any reason lor this sudden change in popular sen-

timent toward you there ?—A. No; it was not toward me in particu-

lar; it was toward nearly every republican in the State that I know of.

1 am satisfied that the cause of the feeling toward us was the fact that
they knew that they could get rid of us, from the fact that this course
had been pursued in other counties successfully.

Q. That is not exactly the answer to my question, which was : Do you
know of any reason for this sudden change in popular sentiment toward
you there?—A. My reply is only this: The lact that they were con-

vinced that they had the power to get rid of me without being troubled
themselves for it afterward.

Q. Do you know or have you any reason to believe there was a private
grudge against you on the part of any one?—A. No, no one in particular.

1 had some personal difficulties, but had generally arranged them.
Q. In what way did you arrange them t—A. I would settle the matter

right there. I had had no personal difficulty, though, for about a year
prior to the election with anybody.

A QUIET ELECTION.

Q. You were there on the day of the election !—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you vote ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do ycni say that the election was entirely an orderly and peaceable
one ?—A. 1 said it was where 1 was.

THE SHERIFF THREATENED.
Q. Did any one, and if so whom, ever threaten you in the town of

Liberty at any time?—A. No, they did not threaten me.
Q. Did you ever hear any other person in the town of Liberty threaten?

—

A. Yes, sir.

Q. State who the persons were that threatened and who was the per-

son threatened.—A. I cannot say who it was threatened them, because
there was a crowd of about fifteen or twenty all together. I cannot
state ])ositively, but there was a crowd of ten or fifteen.

Q. Who was the person threatened?—A. Sheriff Parker.
Q. When was that?—A. Just prior to the election.

Q. Do you know any other case than Parker's ?—A. No, sir ; except
the general threat.

Q,. Do you know of any other cases than Parker's ?—A. No, sir.

Q. llow far is McComb City from Liberty?—A. Twenty-four or twenty-
five milesy

Q. On the railroad ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Direct communication between the two places by railroad?—A.
No, sir; Liberty is twenty-live miles off the railroad.

Q. You siiy you keep a hotel there I—A. Yes, sir ; since the first of this

month.

NATIONAL TROOPS IN MCCOMB CITY.

Q. Have you had any annoyance in INIcComb City since you arrived

there?—A. No, sir; the troops have been there ever since 1 came there.

Q. What trooi)S ?—A. United States troops.

Q. I mean wliat company and what number?—A. At one time the
Seventh Cavalry and a i)art of the Thirteenth Infantry; at the present
time I think there is a company of the Third Infantry.

Q. Were these the trooi)s that came m response to i\Ir. Shaughnessy's
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telegrams?—A. Yes, sir; and tlie troops that have escorted me iu the
discharge of my duties as deputy collector iu Amite County.

Q. Collector of what taxes f—A. United States reveuues.
Q. Do you always have with you a guard of soldiers?—A. No, sir

except iu Amite County, where I think it necessary.

Q. What difficulty have you had while collecting' the taxes ?—A. Per
sonally, no difficulty iu collecting. I would not go there without troops

Q. Have you ever been resisted in the collection of taxes?—A. No
sir; but I could not have gone there to collect them without troops.

Q. Have you ever been obstructed in the collection of revenues by
force since you have been in Mississippi ?—A. I have never attempted
to collect any since the election in Amite County except with the troops.

Q. Will you answer my question ? Have you ever been obstructed in
the collection of revenues by force since you have been in Mississippi?

—

A. I have not.

By Mr. McMillan :

Q. State the reason you have not been resisted.—A. Because I have
not allowed myself to be. 1 knew that I could not have gone there to

collect taxes without an escort.

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. How long have you been collector.—A. Since the first of March,
a year ago.

Q. Do you mean that you apprehended difficulty after you went there,

or do you mean that you have ever had any difficulty ?—A. I mean that
I certainly would have had difficulty if 1 had attempted to go there
without troops.

Q. But you have not had difficulty ?—A. No, because I have been ac-

companied by troops.

Q. Within what time ?—A. Ever since the election, on every visit that
I have made through the county I have had troops with me.

Q. What was the date of Shaughuessy's application for troops ?—A.
I think it was in December.

Q. Did you ever have troops there before ?—A. No, sir.

Q. Did you ever have difficulty before ?—A. No, sir
;
not before the

election at all.

Q, Are you always accompanied by troops when you go to Amito
County ?—A. 1 am, and would resign iu prelerence to going there with-

out troops.

Q. Are there any distilleries in the county ?—A. No, sir.

Q. None, whatever?—A. None at all, that I know of.

Q. You say you can suggest no other reason why there should be this

threatened violence toward you except your political course ?—A. Only
the fact that I am filling a republican office; those are the two only

reasons in the world that I can assign for it.

RELATIVE VOTING POPULATION OF AMITE COUNTY.

Q. What is the population of Amite County ?—A. About 12,000,

Q. State, if you can, the relative population, black and white.—A.
Tiicre are about 300 more black than white voters, and there are about

1,500 more blacks in the county than there are white people.

Q. They poll 300 more votes than the whites ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Where does this Moses Jackson live ?—A. In Amite County.
Q. Where is his home ?—A. Liberty is his post-office.

Q. Where does Wesley McElwe live ?—A. Liberty is his post office.

Q. Where does John Jackson live ?—A. At Eose Hill.
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ABOUT THE THREATS AFTER THE ELECTION.

By Mr. McDonald :

Q. I understand you that these threats of personal violence have been
made against you since the election ?—A. 'No, sir ; I have stated that
the reason I left Amite County was on the opinion of Colonel Johns.

Q. That was since the election ?—A. No, sir ; that was the night of

the election.

Q. But it all took place since the election ?—A. The election was not
over then, lor no one knew the result of the election.

Q. The polls had been closed, had they not ?—A. I presume the polls

were closed at 6 o'clock, but they had not counted the votes.

Q. The votes had all been cast at that time?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And it was since then that these threats or demonstrations have
been made ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Before that time you had collected the revenue in Amite County
without any aid from the military, had you not"?—A. Yes, sir ; I had no
desire to have any as long as I could do without any.

Q, Xo one ever resisted the i)ayment of the revenue because it was
revenue, did they?—A. Xo, sir; not up to that time.

Q. Nor since?—A. ifor since; no, sir.

Q. The objection was to you personally for somte reason or other ?

—

A. I do not know, unless it was
Q. That was the fact, was it not ?—A. I do not think that it was.

Q. They never objected to you on account of your being an officer of

Ihe Government?—A. Yes, sir; they did, and it was frequently spoken
aJjont.

Q, Frequently spoken about your being an officer ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. But no one ever objected to pacing the revenues?—A. Ko, sir;

no one ever resisted me uj) to that time.

Q. Nov since ?—A. No, sir.

THREATS AGAINST SHERIFF PARKER.
By Mr. Cameron :

Q. "What threats were made against Sheriff Parker at the time you
have mentioned ?—A. It was a proposition to go u\) and take him out
of his office au<l get rid of him. It embraced me at the time. I don't

remember tlie exact words, but they proposed to kill him. I lelt alarmed
for him. So much so that 1 went to see him and told him of the sup-

posed danger.

Q. Were these threats made by white men or colored men ?—A. By
white men—democrats, in fact. 1 would like to tell you that about three

months before the election Parker had been tendered the nomination on
the democratic ticket and had refused it; and 1 had been tendered the
same nomination and refused it—for sheriff.

Q. By whom was this tender made to you ?—A. By leading demo-
crats who came to me.

TROOPS NECESSARY FOR COLLECTION OF REVENUE BY WITNESS.

Q. Why do you now fear to go into Amite County to collect the rev-

enue-tax without being supported by the military ?—A. Because I know
that my life would be taken if I did so.

Q. Wh.y do you fear that ?—A. Because I am satisfied ^hat if they
would not let me live out of the county they would not let me live in it.

Q, At what points in the county do you go in making your collec-

tions?—A. At all points where there arc stores. 1 have to go to the
most out-of-the-way places in the county.
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OFFICIAL REPORT OF WITNESS.
Capt. M. Shaughnessy,

Collector of United States Bevenue,
First District of Mississippi, Jaclcson, Miss.:

Sir : As a deputy collector of United States internal revenue acting under your
appointment for the fourth division of your district, I have the honor to report that in
consequence of armed resistance of a large combination of men, citizens of Amite
County, I am unable to proceed with the discharge of my duties under the laws of
the United States, and my instructions in accordance therewith.
One of the principal and most important of the duties assigned me by Circular No. 1,

Series G, requires " each deputy to canvass his division and report to the collector
monthly, on Form 24, all persons who may be found doing business without a stamp
denoting the payment of the special fax to which they are liable, posted in a consi)ic-
uous place in their establishment or place of business ; and also, all other persons who
naay be found liable to any internal tax;" but, owing to the combination of large num-
bers of evil-disposed persons living in the county of Amite, to resist by threat", force,

violence, and bloodshed, if need be, the performance of the duties assigned me under
these instructions, I have found their performance wholly impracticable.
A brief statement of facts will suffice :

For some tive or six weeks immediately preceding the recent State election held on
the 2d of November ultimo, certain political organizations in Amite County known as
democratic and conservative clubs, and having their headquarters in the town of Lib-
erty, where I have lived with my family for tlie past six years, aud w'here I have had
my office as deputy collector ever since my appointment in March last, were in the
habit of assembling in that place, every Monday, always armed with pistols, aud
sometimes with guns ; their deliberations, consultations, aud determinations were, for

the most part, held with closed doors aud in secret ; but from their frequent armed
demonstrations, threats of violence and rude and lawless conduct in large bands on
the streets and in public places, they overawed all civil authority and made it entirely
manifest that no republican officer or citizen of any prominence could live in the com-
munity without great danger of being assassinated. I had frequent aud reliable infor-

mation, coming from citizens of the highest character and of both parties, that it was
their settled and tixed purpose to either expel and banish from the community, or to
put to death, myself, the sheriff of that county, and certain other officers, who were re-

garded by them as having some political influence in that community. On the evening
and night of the election, November 2, lS7b, I was advised by Col. B. F. Johns, (dem-
oci'aticrepresentative elect,) through Brig. Gen. H. P. Hurst, commanding that brigade,

(which covers my division,) by ail means to leave the county, myself. Captain Parker,
(sheritf of that county,) and Dr. Fred. Barrett, (superintendent of public education of

that couutJ^) That these men, (those armed bands of which I have spoken) were com-
ing in the following day, if not that night, when horrible scenes would be enacted,

and he said, " For God's sake to go." I answered I was a United States officer, and
they would not dare trouble me. He replied in effect, " They will dare anything.
Your life is no safer here than Parker's, the sheriffs."

We had no means of defense against so numerous and so savage assailants, unless,

indeed, we had assembled the republicans, white and colored, in which event we would
have been accused of inaugurating a war fracas, a catastrophe as repugnant to all our
feelings as to those of any other men in the State.

We left that night at one o'clock, I leaving my family, home, office, books, and every-

thing pertaining thereto, being unable to carry them. I went to Summit in Pike
County in my division, resolving to carry on my official business at that i^oint until

the excitement, which I had hoped was only temporary, should subside, so that I

might return. On the day succeeding my departure, the town of Liberty was over-

run by an armed mob of two or three hundred men, many of them drnnk. My office

as deputy collector in that place was entered by a gang who were searching and yell-

ing for me ; at Summit, where I had taken up my temporary abode about the middle
of December, several of these parties, including some of their ringleaders, visited the

town and inquired among the prominent citizens of that place if they intended to per-

mit me to remain there, and avowed the purpose themselves of coming there with a

sufficient force and driving me away. These threats were frequently repeated by them.

I had brought my family to Summit, and Avas boarding at a private house, and was in

the daily and constant discharge of the duties of my office, when on the night of the

2.3d instant a large party, ccmiposed of some twenty-five or thirty armed men from
Amite County, came to the house where I was boarding with torches in their hands,

yelling and saying they would burn the house and me in it, it I remained. I escaped by
a side gate and made my way on foot and alone to McC'onib City, where I remained.

At about 10 o'clock a. m. next day, receiving assurance of protection from the mayor
of Summit. I returned to that place with the intention of remaining. Similar dein-

oustrations were again made by the same men and others. I went into the store ol a
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prominent merchant -wLo told me that the crowd knew where I was, and that my
presence there was daugerouy, not only to my lil'e but his interest. The mayor and
chief of police (both conservatives) told me they had no means of protecting me, and
advised me to leave as soon as I possibly could. My family were still in town, and I

had not seen them since the night before, fearing if I went to my boarding-house it

would entail trouble upon that family as well as my own ; therefore went through
by-ways and private inclosures the nearest way to the woods. I sent a mes-

senger'that night to my wife, assuring her of my safety, «S:c. I also sent a messen-

ger to Brigadier-General Hurst, advising him where to meet me. He met me as

directed, bringing with him your dispatch of the 24th instant, directing me to report

in person at your eftice in* Jackson, which I accordingly did without delay. It is

proper for me to add that I had no personal quarrel, difficulty, dealings, or intercourso

of any kind whatever with any of the persons outsidw the duties of my office except

asabove stated.

Permit me also to say that I am prepared to prove conclusively and beyond contra-

diction, by abundant witnesses taken from both political parties, that all these facts

above stated are true, and that the case is even worse than I have stated it.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. B. REDMOND,

Deputy lieventte Collector,

Jackson, December 27, 1875.

H. P. HURST—AMITE COUNTY.

Jackson, Miss., June 15, 1876.

H. P. Hurst sworn and examined.

By the Chairman:
Qnestiou. Where is your residence ?—Answer. Summit, Pike County,

Mi.ss.

Q. How louf,' liave you resided there ?—A. Since T868. I have been
for two or three .'^uuiiiier.s North ; but tluit has been my residence.

Q. or what i)hice are you a native f—A. Mississippi. I have been in

A'icksburfj and have bved in Amite Couuty ; was born there and lived

there until 1 was litteeu years okl.

Q. Were you engaged in the late war?—A. I went into the army in

18()3.

Q, Did you remain in the army until the close of the war ?—A. I

came home and did not have an opportunity to return to my regiment;

got cut oli' and wjis ai home when the surrender took place.

Q. Uid you hold any commission in the service f—A. No, sir. I was
under age when 1 went in and when I came out.

Q. What ollice.s have you held since you came to Summit?—A. Last

January 1 was elected on the independent ticket as mayor of the town
of Summit; in the summer I was appointed special revenue agent by
Governor Ames; in October I was appointed brigadier general of mili-

tia by Governor Ames, and I organized the militia in anticipation of

trouble in my district.

THE STATE MILITIA—WHY ORGANIZED.

Q. Give the committee the history of that organization, the causes

which led to it, and when it was disbanded, if it has not continued up
to the present time.—A. I suppose 1 had better state under what cir-

cumstances 1 came to get the commission.

Q. Yes; give the history of it in your own way.—A. I was in Anute
County in September while the circuit court was going on. There had
lieen some trouble then in the lower portion of the couuty. I had known
Captain Parker, the sheriff, for some years. I was in his oflice one day,

and he told me about some hostile white men in the southern portion of
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the county. On the day following or the second day after there were
some men came from that part of the county and attempted to create a
difiSciilty with Captain Parker. I knew the parties, and I interfered in

the interests of peace. Tbe leader of these men came from Oeuterville,

and he was indicted by the grand jurj- here. A day or two after that,

Hiram Cassidy, who was the State district attorney for the district,

came to me and asked me if I would accept tbe position of brigadier-

general in the event of my being rocbmmended to Governor Ames for

the position. I declined to give a definite answer until I had consulted
\vith my father, who was a practicing lawyer and there at that time,

and other prominent men there—prominent lawyers, and democrats.
They knew that there would be trouble in that county, for it is quite a
bad county—that is, it has that reputation. I finally concluded to take
the position, after consulting with these gentlemen, thinking, perhaps,
that I could do some good, as I had some intiuence in the county, not only
among democrats but among the republicans. I then came to Jackson
with a recommendation to Governor Ames that I be appointed, signed
by ijrominent republicans and democrats in the county. Governor
Ames had promised the position to some one else, but concluded to give

it to me, after seeing how highly I was recommended, and I went back
there with a letter from him to Captain Parker, saying that I had per-

mission from the governor to organize such companies as I thought
proper, and to accept or reject any companies that I saw fit, and to see

that a fair election was held.

THE STATE MILITIA—HOW ORGANIZED.

I organized a company of white men, no negroes at all, and they
were all democrats and elected democratic officers—Col. C. P. Nelson,

who is here now and will testify, an old soldier who longht all through
the war and was colonel of the Thirty-third Mississippi Eegiment, and
Col. Moses Jackson, who is at the head of these clubs there now, which
1 call a mob. And my father persuaded me to put Jackson on my staff,

knowing that he had great intiuence in the country. So 1 put him on
my staff and gave him a commission from Governor Ames. The gov-

ernor had agreed with me to give any man a commission that I recom-
mended. All went on well until the day of the election. The company
was organized and officered by men who had held positions in the con-

federate army. Every one of them was a democrat, with one excep-

tion, I believe, a Mr. Safibrd, who is here now, and who voted the re-

publican ticket. On two or thiee occasions before the election men
came to me and wanted me to let them run off Parker. They seemed
to have more animosity against him than anybody else.

SHERIFF PARKER.
Q. Who is Parker"?—A. He has been there for years as sheriff of the

county, and was at that time; think he was an officer in the Northern
Army, although I am not positive about that. At least he told me so.

He first received his commission as sheriff', perhaps 'under Gillem or

General Ames, 1 forget which. He was thought a good deal of there

by peo})le of the county, and held several important positions there,

not only as an officer of the county but in other ways. They tried to

build aVailroad there once, and the white people of the county elected

him president. But all at once they seemed to change. Why it was I

cannot imagine. I never got into the secret of it, but he had been liv-

ing there and discharging his duties in a satisfactory manner for years.

I generally came down to Amite County four or five times a year and
knew everj one there. When 1 was living in Vicksburg I knew the
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captaiu iliPii. I think that was my first acquaintance with him. That
was in ]867. So far as I know he is an honorable, high-toned gentle-

man. 1 have never known him to do anything wrong or to do anything

that any one could say that he was not a gentleman. He had great in-

fluence with the republican party of his own county and of the State.

He had represented the county in the legislature here.

GOOD CITIZE^'S OVERAWED.

The militia were organized there, and they were sufBciently able to

have put down anything like disorder and riot at the election, provided

the people would uphold them, which 1 thought that they would do

—

that is, the riglit-thinking people of the county, and they were really

in the majority. The good citizens of the county are in the majority,

but they have' been overawed by these desperate characters, and they

are afraid to do or say anything.

There were three precincts in the county where trouble was appre-

hended. Only a few days before the election several parties came from

Eose Hill or Thick Woods precinct. It was one of those. It is about

two miles from the Louisiana line. The state of feeling was very hos-

tile; but everything seemed to be going on well, and we thought the

people of the county were congratulating themselves upon the organi-

zation of the militia, and that the election would be a lair and peaceable

one. Up to the time of the organization of the militia they had had
great fears of riot and bloodshed on the day of the election.

REPUBLICAN AND DEMOCRATIC CLUBS.

The colored clubs were well organized but not well armed. The white

clubs were not only well organized, but thoroughly armed and equipped

with guns, rifles, and revolvers. A month or two before the election

they had a club in every precinct, well armed and well officered, and
they hud anvil signals that they could bring the members together

upon.
FIRING OFF ANVILS.

They took a couple of anvils and put them together, one on top of the

other, and filled the hole with powder and fired them off whenever they

wanted to call the clubs together. It makes a noise very much like a

cannon, and can be heard eight or ten miles.

THE STATE MILITIA COMPANIES.

It was about a week previous to the election, and my militia company
was well drilled and equipped. I had new rifles from G()V(nnor Ames,
and side-arms for my otticers, and plenty of ammunition. It was a picked

company, old soldiers that had served in the confederate army, who I

knew would do their duty ; men that would not resort to any under-

handed means of carrying the election on either side. If any man ap-

plied to me, who I thought would do anything of that kind, for admission

to the company, I told him that the company was full, or gave some
excuse ; 1 had "no-use for him—although by <o doing I made a good many
enemies. As I stated, all my men were of the character 1 have described

with one exception. Around Centerville there are a great many bad
men. I went down there, and an old friend of mine, who wus my
father's commissary during the war. Dr. Strawn, told me of these

desperate characters, and he said: '-If you (;an get them enlif-ted in

your militia, I think that Lieutenant Anderson," whom I had appointed

as one of my officers from that place. '' can control them."' On the day
of the election Strawn's theory did not prove good ; they could not bo

controlled at all. Lieutenant Anderson did not have any more influ-
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ence over them than he had over the man in the moon ; but the other
squads in the county behaved well, and kept peace and quiet.

AN INSPECTOR CHANGED BY DEMOCRATIC CLUB.
A few days before the election I was advised of the difficulty in main-

taining peace at Eose Hill, and advised not to go there. I Jisked one
of the men who gave me the advice, why I should not go there, and
he said : " We like you, and don't want to see you hurt;" and I said :

"If that is all I don't mind going down, and don't mind being hnrt."

So on the day of the election 1 went down there and took a young man,
a republican, who had some of the republican tickets to distribute, along
with me in my buggy. He said he was afraid to go down there by him-
self. When the voting commenced this democratic club drew u}) in line

and demanded thatStrawn, who wasoueof the inspectors of the election,

should not act as inspector. They said, "We don't want you, not because
you are dishonest, but because you will not do what we want you to." He
said, " If that is the case, I will go;" and they got a man by the name of
Wat. Haynes and appointed him inspector. Anderson said to me, " I am
sorry you came down here to-day;" and I said, " Why 1" He said, "These
boys are a pretty wild set of fellows, and I don't think you can manage
them." I said, " I will try to do my duty, and I think 1 can." The com-
pany drew up in line, and I said I had come down there as a spectator,

and not as commanding general, "and I will turn the whole command
to-day over to Lieutenant Anderson ;" and that seemed to please them
very well ; and after that the voting commenced', and everything passed
off well, with one exception. This young man Bates, who had come
down with me, accidentally gave a colored man two tickets folded to-

gether, and when this colored man went to vote, one of the inspectors

asked him to open his hand, and they discovered the two tickets, and
that raised a considerable fuss; and they were about to mob Bates, but
Anderson and I interfered to prevent it. They said that Bates could

not remain there. So I put him in my buggy and sent him off down the

road with a guard to protect him and keep him from being hurt, and
sent him to Liberty.

GOVERNOR AMES'S TESTIMONY CORRECTED.

I noticed in Governor Ames's testimony, as it was published in the

papers, that he made a mistake. He said that I fled to the county-seat

for protection. I did not flee at all ; I remained there until after the

voting was over. It was young Bates who had to fly, and he left me
there alone, with no protection except those wild fellows and a few
friends I had there.

COL. FRANK POWERS.
In the evening, after the principal part of the voting was over, I was

congratulating myself upon the day passing off so quietly, when I

learned from several of these men, these desperate characters, that they

had invited Col. Frank Powers, a notorious character from Jackson, La,,

who was in command during the war of what we called "The Butter-

milk Cavalry," who did not do any fighting, but ran cotton through the

lines to the gunboats down there, and speculated down there, and stole

and robbed from both sides. I tried to persuade these men not to allow

Frank Powers to come up there to Mississippi; that I thought it would
be an outrnge to invite a man of his character to come and ])articipate

in a fair election, and they promised me to send couTiers down there

the next day and stop him from coming. He has a regular well-organ-

ized company that tags around at his heels all the time ; and they prom-

ised me that they would not invite him to come there; but late in the
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evening I beard firing upon the road, and a yell was raised in town, and
a friend of mine who served in the same brigade with me—the Texas
Brigade—during the war came to me and jerked me into a room and
says, "You get in there, I don't want to see you hart." I was perfectly
astonished at the idea. I had started down the road to see what the
firing was; but upon seeing the situation of affairs I concluded that
discretion was the better part of valor, and remained in the house.

NEGRO VOTERS RUN OFF.

Powers, with a lot of drunken Louisianians at his heels, dashed up and
began shooting; the negroes who were standing there in line waiting to

vote ran away; they jumped off their horses, and several of them started
down the road after the negroes who had fled upon seeing this hostile

demonstration ; but some of the citizens interfered to prevent them Irom
following them. In a few minutes everything was quiet, and I went out
and had an introduction to Powers ; I asked him what he had come up
there for, and he said that he had come to take part in a little row that
he said the boys were going to have there that day. When it was time to

close the polls 1 asked one of the inspectors if he wanted a guard placed
over the ballots, so that they would be unmolested while they were count-
ing the votes. I thought that he was a very honest, high-minded mau

;

he said, " I am afraid to count these votes." He had been notified by
this party of Louisianians, I suppose, and told what they were going to do
with the box. 1 then told Anderson to give them a guard, and some of
the crowd refused to serve. I then got disgusted and quit.

MANirULATINGr THE BOX.

Wat. Ilaynes, when I told him 1 had concluded to place a guard
there that night, said, " Don- 1 you do it; I want to manipulate that box
to-night ; we want to carry this thing." I gave him an evasive answer.
I did not see that I could do anything there, and borrowed a horse and
went back to Liberty ; but before I returned to Liberty I understood
that they were going to return there the next day in large bodies
Col. Moses Jackson had given orders to all the clubs in the county to

assemble there under arms.

WITNESS ADVISED TO LEAVE.

lie was all this time on m^- staff', and 1 thought he was all rig^ht uj) to

this time ; they advised me not to be seen in Liberty the next day.
I then got my horse and went to Liberty as fast as I could to

get these men, Parker and the other rei)ublican officials, out of the
way. Before I went to see Parker, or any of them, I went to see Col. B. F.

Johns, who had been a colonel in the confederate army, and who is now
representing Amite County in the legislature ; he was a colonel in the
Seventh Mississippi Kegiment all through the war ; he is a lawyer there

by profession, and a gentleman that is respected by every one. 1 told

him what had occurred at Eose Hill, and he was very indignant and
told me, " If this is the case, we will have to get what men we can
together and make a stand and give them a fight if they are so anxious
for it." We went around and consulted some of the other gentlemen
there and only a few of them would agree to it ; the older ones would
not agree to it, they were afraid of those desperadoes.

REPUBLICAN OFFICIALS ORDERED TO LEAVE.

This man Powers had got this southern portion of the county so in-

flamed that they would all join in with him ; I knew that we could not

ffct the citizens to aid us in making a stand against these fellows. We
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coucluded that the best thing to do was to advise the republican office-

holders to leave. I then went and informed them of our decision to
advise them to leave the count}'.

Q. Who were they ?—A. They were A. S. Parker, sheriifj Frederick
Barrett, superintendent of education, who is a delegate to the Cincin-
nati convention now, and W. B. Kedmoud, deputy collector of the in-

ternal revenue. Barrett had not been in Amite County as long as
Parker and Kedmond, and 1 don't know that there was any animosity
existing between him and the people of the county. A few minutes
after I had had my first conversation with Colonel Johns, 1 was waited
upon by several men in Liberty, and 1 did not know what to make of
it. One of them said, "We are put here as spies to-night, and we are
determined that these men shall not leave town." I then went and told
Parker and the rest of them. They walked out of town, and had a buggy
sent around for them. They were afraid to leave in such a manner that
they would be seen. I told them that I would go with them, and that
if they were overtaken or an attempt was n^ade to maltreat them in any
way, I could perhaps persuade them to desist. W^e went to Sum-
mit. I learned that there was the greatest excitement in Liberty, as I

heard from some of the responsible citizens, that had ever been known
in the county, when they found out the repubhcan oflicials had been
carried away by me ; and they said they would string me up if I ever
went back there. I did not know what I was to do, I consulted my
friends, and they advised me to go to Jackson and report to Governor
Ames. I did report to the governor, but he said he was powerless to

do anything
5 that his hands were tied. I then went to see General

George, the chairman of the democratic state executive committee, and
had a conversation with him. General George, after finding out what
had occurred down there, said that the people there were acting like a
set of fools, and would greatly endanger the cause of the State if they
did not keep quiet. He wrote a letter and asked me if 1 would not take
it back to the county. 1 said there was some danger in my going down
there; but 1 promised to go with it, and I sent a young man out with

coi)ies of this letter to every portion of the county, and they called a

large mass meeting to meet me on Monday. This letter reads as follows:

LETTER FROM GENERAL GEORGE.

Jackson, Miss., Novemhcr 3, 1875.

Gents. : I learn there is great trouble in your county, and that the republican officials

lelt on account of fear.

1 waut merely to state that anything like disorder or riot or lawlessness or intimi-

dation of republican officials will he of material injury to our cause. We have carried

the State by an immense majority, and we must so act as to show we are worthy of

power Do implore our hot-headed friends to be patient and resort to the law for

redress. Allow, if you please, the expelled to return to their duties. If they are guilty

of wrong, pioceed according to law.
1 have explained to General Hurst my views fully.

Please don't regard this letter as an impertinent interference. I have written solely

with a view of producing good to our friends.

Yours, truly,
J. Z. GEORGE.

Hon. B, F. Johns, Col. C. P. Nelson, Col. Moses Jackson, and others, Democrain.

MEETING AT LIBERTY.

I got to Liberty very early in the day, before the crowd had begun to

as.semble. I was standing on the street, when all at once a crowd of

armed men, numbering about one hundred, I suppose, dashed up to

the court-house— this Southern Amite crowd. The rest of them came
without arms. Every club in the county was there. They had held a
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meeting on the previous Friday, when there was a large meeting of the
dubs in the county, as I understood, though l was not there. They
finally called the meeting to order, and called upon me to get up and
explain myself—why these men had left the county. 1 did it the bes:^

that I could, and told them that I had come back there with a letter

from General George, who had requested that they should allow these

men to return. When I said this they just yelled all over the house like

a set of demons, "Damned if they would do it ; they would see him in

hell first." 1 finally got disgusted and sat down. Colonel Johns got
up to make a speech and they would not listen to him, but hooted him
down, I found there was no use in trying to do anything with them, and
I got up and said that I would hold myselt i)ersonally responsible that

these gentlemen should not return to Amite. I said, "You may swing
me up if 1 let Parker or any of those men return.-'* I was perfectly dis-

gusted of course with these people. I have been in a heap of tight

places, but I will say this, that during the whole of the war I don't think
I ever felt as much apprehension for my life as then.

I went back to Summit and telegraphed General George as follows:

TELEGRAM TO GENERAL GF.ORGE.

Su:mmit, Miss., November 10, 1875.

General George, Jacksoii, Miss. :

Nothing could bo done in Ainitc. The men from the sonthern portion of tho county
with uien from Louiyiaua, have frightened everybody, and the coudition is fearful.

Have men here under our protection. Answer and advise.
H. P. HURST.

And he sent back this answer :

GENERAL GEORGE'S REPLY.
Jack^^ox, Miss., Xovemher 10, 1875.

H. P. HUBST, Summit, Miss. :

Cousult with the best citizens as to how to preserve peace and aftbrd protection.

J. Z. GEORGE.

I was in Summit from that time on. I did not go back to Amite
County any more. I think it was on the 19th day of November.

REDMOND FOLLO^VED FROM AMITE COUNTY.

Mr. Redmond in the mean time had taken up his residence in Summit,
and was boanliiig, with his wife, at a Mr. Bradshaw's. Captain Parker
went to New Crleans, and Mr. ]}arrett remained in Jackson. A great

many negroes in Amite County had to leave; some of them were around
Summit and some of them were scattered through the country promis-

cuously. There was then some talk of the Amite people coming to

Summit, but I did not think they would be such a set of fools as to go
into another county, and 1 did not give much attention to it. One day
Tom Garner, a thoroughly reliable merchant in Summit, came to me
and said that they had been asked by Col. Moses Jackson whether the

people of Summit intended to allow Redmond to remain there. Garner
said that he had said to him, "We don't intend to do anything about it.

Redmond has behaved himself since he has been here, and tlie j)eople

are disi)osed to treat him well." Jackson then said to him that if he
did not make him leave there, the jjeople of Amite County were coming
to make him go away. When Mr. Garner told me this 1 felt very badly
about it, for 1 thought a good deal of Redmond. He had always treated

me well, and I had done him some small favors. 1 asked him if he

had communicated these facts to Redmond. He said he had not. I

told him that he ought to do it at once. Redmond just then passed by
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with bis wife and Mrs. Bradshaw. I told him that Mr. Garner wanted
to say something- to him. and they stepped out to one side, and Garner
related the conversation that had occurred between himself and Jack-
sou. Eedmoud asked my opinion about what he had better do. I

told him that I thought we could protect him. Eedmoud said, "If
you will guarantee me protection I will remain ;" and I told him that
as far as I was able to do so I would protect him. I then went to

New Orleans for a couple of days, and on my return I learned that
two notorious characters, named Frith and Green, of Amite County,
had been there the day previous, and had camped near the edge
of the town that night, with some other citizens from Amite County,
and that they had made thieats against Eedmoud while in town;
that that night as they were encamped in the edge of the town a body of
negroes had come where they were and asked them what they were
there for, and a young man who was with them got up to strike a match,
and as he did so the negroes fired into them and shot him in the \eg

with a single squirrel shot; they made a great fuss about it the next day.

I saw Frith and Green both, and they said that they could not ideutify

the parties. The citizens held an indignation meeting to investigate the
matter. The next day Eedmoud came iuto town. In the mean time Frith

and Green had left. Frith was secretary of the democratic mob or the
club at that time. On the 23d of November, the day after I got back
from New Orleans, Eedmoud came up to McComb City. In the mean time
his wife had got so badly frightened that they had removed from Mr.
Bradshaw's residence to McComb City ; we went down to McComb City

;

1 told them that I thought there would be no danger; that Frith and
CTreen had left town. But citizens of Amite Couuty came in afterward

aud some of them got to drinking. We went iuto a restaurant in the

uuirket-house and took some oysters. We walked out of the restaurant

iuto the saloon where we were met by four citizens from Amite Couuty.

REDMOND ATTACKED.

Without a word of warning one of them grabbed at Eedmoud and began
to abuse him. I saw there was a probability of there being a fight aud
stepped iu between them. One of them remarked that no man should

take up for Eedmoud ; that if he did they would go for him, or some-

thing of that kind. Se. iug that the only chance iu the world with that

crowd was to get the lead, I drew my revolver aud slapped it iu the

man's face, and said "If you move, I will kill you ;' aud they went out of

the house with that revolver iu their faces. Eedmoud had by this time

got his pistol out aud came to my assistance ; we got out of the building

and my policeman came aloug aud 1 told him to arrest one of the ring-

leaders, and iu a short time everything was quiet.

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. Were you mayor of the town at that time !—A. Yes, sir; mayor
at that time.

Q. How many policemen had you?—A. I only had two ;
but the one

I called upon was a very good one, aud he had a revolver and a hickory

stick, aud he used it. The citizens then held an indignation meeting.

AN INDIGNATION MEETING.

I voluntarily went to this meeting, and made this statement. Here
is the way it is published iu the Clarion :

Hon. H. P. Hurst, mayor of Summit, camo voluutarily before us, and stated that ou

Thursday eveuiug, the 23d day of December, he aud Mr. Keduioud \Yi;re iu the market-



94 MISSISSIPPI ELECTION AMITE COUNTY.

house, when several citizens from Amite came in, and one of them drew a knife on Red-
mond and cursed and abused him outrageously. He (Hurst) ottempted to lireveut this
abuse of Redmond and protect him, having been requested by General George, chairman
of the democratic executive committee, to protect all republican officials from Amite
County. A general row was the result of my interference in behalf of Redmond. After
the ditiiculty was over, everything seemed to be quiet ; he, as a citizen of the town of
Summit and a friend to Mr. Redmond, advised him to leave the town, and to reuiaia
away until the excitement was over. He did not tell Redmond that the peace-ofticers
of the town could not protect him from the citizens of Pike County. He does not
believe, and so informed Redmond, that the peace-ofiicers of the town could protect
him if he was attacked by a mob from another county ; and that he has good reasons
to believe that he will be attacked by a mob from Amite County should he remain in
Summit. He advised Redmond to leave for the good of the community, and that he is

satisfied that he cannot live in Liberty.

They didn't like this statement of mine. They thought it was a ter-

rible thing that they could not assassinate a man. Mr. Garner also
made a statement which was reported in the same paper, as follows:

Hon. T. A. Garner, who was at the time a member of the town council and now
mayor, came before us voluntarily, and made in sub&tance the following statement:

I went to Mr. Redmond, in the presence of the mayor, on Sunday, December 19, and
asked him to leave the town during the excitement ; that he had been treated kindly
l)y some of the first citizens of the tov.-n ; and that he ought to leave for the sake of
peace. I had good reason to believe that there would be trouble if Mr. Redmond
should remain in the town, but I am satisfied that he would not have been molested
by any citizen of Summit. I will state further that Col. Moses Jackson, a prominent
citizen of Amite County, called on me and asked whiit the citizens of Summit intended
doing aljout Redmond living in the town. I told him that the ])eople of the towu did
not intend to disturb Mr. Redmond. Colonel Jackson then said that if the citizens of
Summit did not make Redmond leave the town, that the citizens of Amite County
would come here and make him leave. I do not remember whether Colonel Jackson
requested me to see Redmond and advise him to leave or whether I volunteered to do
bo ; that it was understood that I would urge Redmond to leave.

The committee that was api)oiiited by the itjdignation meeting was
composed of prominent republicans and democrats. Mr. J. C. Lamkiu
was chairman of the committee; he is a i)rominent young lawyer there.

There were two rei)ublicans on the committee, Charley Beam and W.
11. Garland, jr. The other members of the committee were Col. W. L.

Patten, Col. William IJamilton , and E. Enos. The committee concluded
uot to make any report at all. "Sir. Enos then drew up a petition, and
went around, and got it signed by a great many citizens of the town,
snying that there had been no disturbance there except of a personal
character, and that Kedmond didn't run away irom the town; and they
published it in the Clarion. It was not true, and Mr. Lamkiu and Mr.
(Jarland had a meeting called, and they drew up a set of resolutions, and
published a true statement of the facts which I have read to you just
now. Garland had that also i)ublislied in the Clarion. But before Ked-
mond lett that night he telegiaphed to fehanghnessy, asking for protec-

tion. Shaiighnessy then telcgrajihed to Washington for troops, and
they were sent down ; and then the State made a great howl about it.

They sent a legislative committee down here to investigate, and I gave
this testimony before that committee, [holding copy of testimony iu

manuscript in his hand, J which the committee can have if they so de-

sire.

By the Chairman:
Q. Is it substantially the same thing that you have testified here be-

fore us l'—A. Yes, sir; it does uot (lifter from what I have testified here.

Q. Then it will not be worth while to embody it in our testimony.
When did you and Mr. liedniond leave f—A. He has not lett yet;

he said he would wait until the troops get there. He has been through
his district, attending to the discharge of his duties with a commis-
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sioaed officer and two or three men several times since then. I am sure
he conld not go there alone. In fact, the people of Amite County have
told him so.

CAUSE OF HOSTILITY TO REDMOND.
Q. What do you understand to be the objection to Mr, Eedmond ; the

reason ibr the hostility '?—A. I think the whole thing is this : the reason
came out before this legislative investigating committee when they
went down there. At first they sat with open doors and allowed any
one to be present who chose to be. I was there, and heard some of
Moses Jackson's testimony, and the only thing that he could allege
against Redmond was, that when he was assessor, Kedmond had lour
or five years before that raised the valuation of his property five or six

thousand dollars, and Jackson never could forgive him for that.

JACKSON'S CONFEDERATE RECORD.
.Tackson didn't like me any too well. He was perfectly willing to

have me killed, but as he had accepted a position on my staff he didn't

like to see it done, and so had requested me not to send him to Eose Hill

on the day of the election. He had no animosity against me particularly,

but he had been captain in my father's regiment, and had been cash-
iered for iusul)ordination, though he was afterward re-instated, and was
a lieutenant-colonel when the war closed.

CONFEDERATE SOLDIERS TREAT NORTHERN MEN KINDLY'.

He is the only confederate soldier that has taken any active part in

these things. I will say this, that confederate soldiers generallj- treat

Northern men kindly, and when they meet them on the street they are
willing to extend to them the courtesies of life. These men who created
the disturbance down there were never in the Army. The two leading
spirits in Eose Hill had substitutes in the confederate army, and they
refused' to pay those substitutes, and one of them was sued by his sub-

stitute, and he employed my father to defend him, and he gained the
suit, and never paid the substitute. All these hot headed secessionists

kept out of the war, and they don't know what war is.

PRESENT CONDITION OF AMITE COUNTY.

Q. What is the present condition of affairs in Amite County !—A. I

understand that there is great excitement there, and that whenever
they take a notion that they do not want a negro or a white man there

they go to him and tell him to leave; and, if he don't leave, he is apt to

get hurt.

Q. Were you a revenue collector for the State or for the United
States "?—A. For the State.

Q. You have never held any office under the United States Govern-
ment ?—A. Never under the United States. I have never taken any
part in politics. It has got to be so corrupt here in this country that I

am really ashamed to act on either side.

WHY PARKER AND OTHERS WERE OBJECTED TO.

By Mr. Cameron :

Q. What objections did they make to Parker and the other men who
were driven oat, other than Eedmond?

—

A. I understood from Parker
there was a killing occurred in the southern portion of tlie county. Col.

Moses Jackson's nephew, John Jackson, and a young man named Legant,

from Louisiana, killed a negro in that neighborhood. The negro Avas

obnoxious to the people there, and they whipped him on on-e occasion be-

fore that. They went to his home on this occasion to give him a whippnig,
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aud the negro would not take it, and they shot and killed him ; but before

he died he made a statement, and said that Legant and John Jackson
were the ones who shot him. There was considerable excitement
down there, and they knew that this Jackson was a notorious character,

and everybody was afraid of him. Parker could not go down there to

arrest him and nobody else wanted to. A short time after this murder,
there was a political meeting called by the republicans, and Parker, Yeau-
dle,the chancery clerk, and several other republicans went down there for

the purpose of making a colored man by the name of Hill give up his nomi-
nation for supervisor from that district. Hill had become very obnoxious
to the people down there in that portion of the county, and they didn't

want him to run. Parker knew that there would be trouble there unless

Hill came down from the canvass. They persuaded Hill to withdraw, and
Parker got the republicans to nominate a young man named Germany,
who was a democrat, in place of Charley Hill ; but when Parker and the
others went down there, this Jackson crowd hearing of it, and fear-

ing that Parker might arrest Jackson, got seventy-five or one hundred
men under arms that day, and they refused to let them go through the
lines. Parker was halted on a bridge and ordered to go back. Colonel
Jackson, the uncle of this young Jackson, A't as in command of the forces,

and he pernjitted Parker and the others to go around through a fiekl to

the meeting, and they went and had the meeting. Parker came back,
and wrote what had occurred to Governor Ames, and wanted the gov-
ernor to offer a reward for young Jackson. When this letter reached
Jackson here, it was published, though how it got out I don't know

;

but the imblication of that letter put the people of Amite County against
Parker. From that time they had no use for him, and they hate him
worse than the devil. They went for liim on every occasion on account
of the publication of this letter. They got up a petition stating that

the facts stated in that letter were not true, and they made Mr. Yeandle
sign it. If he hadn't signed it they would have made him leave the

county. Things got from bad to worse from that time on.

PRESENT STATE OF AMITE COUNTY.

(}. What is the present state of Amite County?—A. Well, these

clubs are composed of ruflians, and are about the lowest type of low
white men. They have no education, and are sort of desperate charac-

ters. They have formed tliemselves into what they call a central chib,

and they meet there now once a month, and they pass all sorts of laws
for self-government. One resohition 1 re<,*ol]ect that they passed was
that any man who hired a negro sliould be held responsible for the acts

of that negro ; if the negro stole anything, that they should inflict pun-
ishment ui)on the man who hired him for what the ne^ro had done. I

attended t)nly one club meeting while I was there, and that was three

or four days before the election. H. H. Patclitfe got up on that occa-

sion and otfered this resolution :

EMPLOYERS OF RADICAL NIGGERS TO BE TARRED AND FEATHERED.
" licsoJrcd, That we tar and feather every white man who hires radi-

cal niggers."

Of course the club had too much sense to let that resolution pass, as

the negroes were all radicals, and they voted it down ; and after that

the clul) exi)elled Katcliffe because he wouUl not turn otf some negroes
who were working for him who had become obnoxious to the comnuinity
there. Eatcliffe is a farmer, aud a man of considerable means, or at
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one time he was. He is a sort of independent fellow, and be tlionglit be
could control bis own aflairs better tban tbis club could for bim, and so
be kept bis negroes.

NEGROES RUN OFF AND WHIPPED.
Tbe club people went tbere one uigbt and shot tbe negroes' cabins full

of boles, and ran tbeni off and beat one or two of them terribly.

Eatcliffe then wrote a letter to Judge Hill, United States judge, and
stated tbe circumstances that bad occurred, and asked bim what to do.

Some of these fellows, learning that he had written such a letter, followed
Katcliffe and got hold of this letter. They met bim on the road and
asked him not to send the letter, and be said he would, and that he
was going to report every one of them. And they said, " We know bow
bow to stop you ; if you don't get in your wagon and go home, we will

finish you right here ; " and Eatcliffe got in bis wagon and went home.
Young Saftbrd, who is here as a witness, told me this, and be got it

right from Eatclift'e's lips. I understand that Yeandle, who bad been al-

lowed to remain in the county, because be had signed the letter of which I

spoke, has since then been waited upon and asked how long it would
take bim to settle up bis business and leave the county. I don't think

there are any of tbe counties in tbe southern part of the State so bad
as Amite.

NU3IBER OF DEMOCRATIC CLUB-MEMBERS.

Q. What number of persons are understood to be connected with this

central club f—A. I suppose they have in that county some eight or ten

well-organized clubs, and I suppose that they number at least 500 men
that would go with their leaders—with Moses Jackson or any man who
was the leader of those clubs.

HOW THEY GOT ARMS.

Q. Are they armed?—A. They stole all my militia guns tbere. Tbey
went to the bouses of tbe militia-men and made them give them up the

day after tbe election. This legislature appointed a committee to inves-

tigate what had become of the Mississippi State arms, and they didn't

investigate that portion.

Q. What report did that committee make ?—A. Tbey didn't make any
report in regard to that section. They knew very well that the mob
bad them.

Q. What report did tbe committee make as to the disturbance in

Amite County?—A. That it was without cause and foundation; that

tbe difficulty was purely a personal one.

RELATIVE WHITE AND BLACK POPULATION OF AMITE COUNTY.

The Chairman. The white population of Amite County by the census

of 1870 was 4,19G ; 'the colored population, G,777.

By Mr. Cameron :

Q. Do you understand that those difficulties were purely personal ?—
A. No, sir; I don't think tbere was anything personal about them.

CAUSES OF DIFFICULTIES IN AMITE COUNTY.

Q. What is your opinion of the cause ?—A. Well, these fellows down
tbere took a notion that they wanted to manage their own affairs, I sup-

pose, and tbey thought that Parker and tbe other republican officers

tbere had too much influence with their party, and that tbe republican

majority was too great there to be controlled while they were in the

County.

7 MISS
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Q. To which party do the j^ersous couuected "vrith the central club
beloug"?—A. To the deinocratic party.

POLITICS OF THE WITNESS.

Q. What are your political opiuious ?—A. I have never been mixed
np in politics in my life ; I have always scratched my ticket. In my
county the sheriff is an old confederate soldier, but a republican, and I

have always voted for him. 1 have always voted for ]\Ir. Collins, who
was beaten in the last election. Mr. Travis, the sheriff, was elected.

He lost an arm in Virginia. My father was a Whig- and a Union man
when the secession movement started here. He was one of the seven
who voted against secession when the State seceded.

SECESSIONISTS IN THE WAR.
I have noticed, not only in my county, but all over the State, that

the secessionists were the last men to go into the war and the first to

get out when they did go in. Colonel Johns, whom I have spoken of,

is a democrat, and fought through the war. Colonel ^Nelson was a Union
man.

By Mr. McMillan :

Q. Did your father go into the confederate army?—A. Tes, sir; he
raised a regiment. While he was serving in the field he was elected

judge, and resigned and came home, and was on the supreme bench of
the State when the surrender took place.

MURDERS OF NEGROES UNPUNISHED.

Q. Has the State government made any effort to suj^press these dis-

turbances?—A. It has not. Down there in Amite County thej' think
nothing of killing of a negro, because nobody ever attempts to arrest

them for doing it. Last Sunday night I le;irned they went to the house
of a negro immed Deshields,arid called him to the door. Deshields would
not go, and his wife went, and said that he was not in the house. When
his wife went to the window she saw a man dodging around the corner;
and she went back and told Deshields that there were some men there,

and he got frightened and lifted up a plank in the floor that he had
loosened before that to make his escape, and got under the house and
attempted to crawl out the back way ; and they ran upon him, four of

them, and shot him to death.

Q. What were they, white men or black men?—A. White men. They
went off, and there has been no attempt to ierret out who they were.

Q. What other murders or shootings have occurred there!—A. That
is about the third or fourtli killing since the election. There was one
negro killed on the day after the election. I was asked this morning by a
gentleman to give him the address of lleuben McKendrick, and 1 told

him that was the last thing that I could tell him, as he was not in this

world, from the best information 1 had, and that it was the general
impression that he had been killed.

Q. Was he a representative from this county?—A. Yes, sir ; from
Amite County.

Q. A colored man ?

—

A. Yes, sir.

Q. How long since he disa[)peared ?—A. Several weeks.
Q. Has any person been arrested for any of these murders or assas-

sinations ?—A. No, sir. There was a reward offered by Governor Ames
for Jackson, who started all this difficulty on the border, and he was
at the meeting of the clubs when I carried this letter of General
George's. I saw him, and spoke to him there that day; but the sheriff

made no attempt to arrest him, and I don't supi^ose that he will.



TESTIMONY OF H. P. HURST. 99

HOTT TO STOP MUEDERS.

I will state, that when I came up here and saw General George, be
said that if those people down there didn't be quiet he would call for

troops ; that it is an outrage on the State, and that he didn't think it

ought to be permitted to go on any longer. I think if troops had been
sent there, and the United States marshal had been instructed to arrest
those men, that the trouble would have been stopped before now.

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. You have evidently thought about and considered this matter
very closely and carefully.—A. I have ; I think 1 have thought more
over this than almost anything else in my life.

Q. Do you think that by a stern, vigorous, and honest administration
of the power of law that thing can be stopped ?— A. I think that assas-
sination would stop in a mouth. 1 think that is the only way that they
can control it.

Q. Are you well acquainted with the people of that section, and with
their feelings ?—A. 1 am as well acquainted with the habits and feel-

ings of the people in that country as anybody.
Q. If the authorities of the State of Mississippi shall do their duty b\'

this community there that you have described, as they are empowered
by the laws of the State to do, can they stop this state of things ?—A.
If they would do it, they could.

Q. This condition of affairs that you have spoken of existed in 1875 ?

—

A. Yes, sir
J
but I have never known it to be as bad as it is now, I

think.

Q. The things that you have described in regard toEedmoud and the
rest occurred in the fall of 1875 ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. That was under one State administration ?—A. Yes, sir ; under
Ames.

Q. And then a new administration came on, on the first of last Jan-
uary ?—A. Yes, sir

J
the officers were installed then. These men who

are known to have committed these murders have never been arrested.

Young Jackson has been there in town several times, and the sheriff

has made no attempt to arrest him at all.

Q. And that, neither under the administration of 1875 nor under the

administration of 1S7G, have any stern and prompt steps been taken to

put an end to this matter ?—A. Xo, sir ; no steps taken whatever.

Q. But you believe that, if the laws of the State were efficiently exe-

cuted, order can be secured by the laws of the State?—A. Yes, sir; but
I will say this : that I don't believe that the sheriff ot Amite County now
could get a posse to arrest these men. Hence assistance would have to

be brought in from elsewhere to enforce the laws.

Q. You know, of course, that by the laws of the State the governor
can call the whole force of the State to his asssistance if he will ask for

it 1—A. Yes, sir ; but I don't think, even if they were arrested, we could

get a jury to convict them.
Q. Have you any statute by which the State can change the venire

and remove the ca^e from one court to another i—A. No, sir ; the de-

fendant has that privilege, but the State cannot do so.

Q. What portion of Amite County would you include in this region

that you have described as in this lawless condition i—A. The thing

tirst started in only a very small portion of the county-
;
just one town-

ship.
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Q. That is down in the southwest corner, next to the Louisiana line?

—

A. Yes, sir.

Q. It is in this locality, this East Feliciana district, where this man
Powers makes it his headquarters ?—A. Yes, sir. If Powers had staid

away from Mississippi, I dou-t think there would have been as much
trouble as there has been. I reported the thing to the grand jury here,

and they paid no attention to it. I have no doubt that the people of the

country would think it a god-seud if he was out of the country.

Q. He is a dangerous character ?—A. Yes, sir.

POWERS'S LIFE DURING THE WAR.
Q. Describe his life during the war.-^A. Powers, when I first knew

him, had charge of what we call buttermilk cavalry. Most of his men,
I think, were deserters from the confederate army—the fellows that

wanted to keep out of the fighting. He was speculating all the time in

cotton. He was in the habit of tolling all the cotton that came into

Baton Rouge, ainl if the owners of the cotton didn't pay what he de-

manded of them as toll, he would confiscate it all. There was a North-
ern man came down there about the time that I returned from the Army
of the Tennessee, which was in 1SG4, I think—My father, hearing that
I was sick, came u\) there to see me, and see if he could not get a fur-

lough for me.; but I was under age, and could not get a furlough. So
I took my discharge, with the expectation of coming back when I re-

covered. I was then only IG years of age. A short time after I returned
honie 1 got acquainted with a good many of Powers's men, one of whom I

had known before I went into the .Army. He had been a schoolmate
of mine. He told me just what sort of fellows Powers had under him

;

that they never did any fighting, but watched around, and when a
Federal scout came down from around Port Hudson they would kill him.

As I was going to say, this Northern man bought a large amount of

cotton, and he was overtaken by Powers on the Port Hudson road.

This man had a very fine pair of alligator-skin boots on, which Powers
took a fancy to, and he made him pull them oft", and took them himself,

and wore tliem around the country for a long time. P»ut that was not
the worst of it. He took this man and put him adrift on a log in the

3Iississipi)i Kiver. without boots or hat on, and he was picked up near
J"\)rt Adams by some parties in a skiff", and brought aboard a Federal
gunboat.

Q. Then this man is a ruflian and an outlaw?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And he has his place of residence in Jackson, La.?—A. Yes, sir.

He is drunk a part of the time. He flourished around Clinton, La., prin-

cipally.

NO LAW IN THE LOUISIANA BORDER.

Q. Has he never been held amenable to the laws of Louisiana at all ?

—

A. No, sir. If Louisiana has got any law I don't know it. I was over
there a short time ago, and it seems to be utterly without law or order.

i}. This section of the country is remote from the railways ?—A. Yes,
sir ; entirely. That is the great trouble. There is no chance to get out
there at alK

Q. It is sparsely settled ?—A. Very sparsely settled until you get
down toward the river. Around Jackson, La., it is rather thickly set-

tled ; but 1 don't think that Powers lives in Jackson, but about eight

miles from there.

JACKSON'S GANG.

Q. How many men in the State of Mississippi are the chiefs and
ruling spirits of this condition of affairs down in the lower end of
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Amite County?—A. Well, it is not easy to say. I could not possibly
tell you how many. I suppose if you picked out ten or fifteen of those
desperate characters, the whole thing would stop. Yes, and I would go
further than that, and say that if Jackson and Powers were arrested,
this whole thing would stop. I told the United States grand jury here
that if they would arrest those two men, the whole thing would quiet
down. General Dedrick, the district attorney, took down my testi-

mony, and said it was the strongest case he ever listened to ; and yet
they refused to indict. My testimony was also corroborated by Dr.
Straun, who was with me on the day of the electiou, and was on my
staff also.

Q. Would you mind giving the names of these ten or fifteen men whose
arrest, yon think, would put an end to this business ?—A. The next
worse man after Powers, down in Louisiana, is Moses Jackson, who is

the head of that club in this State, and then Dr. Tom Jackson, his half-

brother, who was cashiered from the army during the war, and he was
the tirst man in the county, the first citizen, that joined the republican
party. He was Parker's best friend on every occasion, until beaten by
Barrett. Jackson was a delegate here yesterday to the democratic
State convention. He lives eight miles below Liberty. He has never
done anything until recently.

Q. What share had he in these transactions that you have men-
tioned'?—A. He seemed to be one of the moving spirits in getting up
the excitement against Parker. He asked me what I would do in the
event of their trying to make away with Parker. I told him I was able

to protect him. He promised me to let them alone until alter the elec-

tion.

Q^ Jackson is the man whom you consider to be really the chief out-

law in Amite County 1—A. Yes, sir ; the president of the club there. I

don't know that at heart he is a bad man, but he has no sense. He has
managed the thing so badly that he has got these desperate characters
stirred up and cannot control them at all.

Q. Were there disturbances until after the election !—A. I just spoke
of those disturbances that occurred in the southern portion of the

county and the animosity that was excited against Parker. That was
in October that Parker went down to make a colored candidate with-

draw from the campaign. This killing occurred at Eose Hill, in Octo-

ber some time.

Q. Do these desperadoes, such men as Frank Powers, care whom
they shoot or whom they kill or whose property they take ?—A. No,
they don't.

Q. Are they not, then, simply robbers ?—A. They are nothing else

but robbers ; they are regular thieves and robbers. That is what I

have looked upon Frank Powers as all the time.

Q. That is Frank Powers's character there *?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. That is his reputation on the Mississippi side ?—A. Yes, sir. He
comes into Mississippi and these Mississippians uphold him and side

with him.
Q. Are not these men a terror to the property-owners and tax-payers

of the county ?—A. They are. The good citizens down there are act-

ually afraid to open their mouths. 1 might bring a hundred men here

from the county that I might name that know more than 1 know, but

the committee could not get a single thing out of them for the reason

that they know very well that the mob wouM get after them if they

testified.
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Q. IS tliis a question of political party or a qncstiou of law and order?

—A. I think it is more a question of law, because they have got no
white republicans down there now, or if there are any they would be
afraid to own it.

A MEXICAN STATE OF SOCIETY.

I imagine this state of things there is something similar to Mex-
ico. I have never had any experience in Mexico, but from what I

have read and heard of that country, anybody who can get fifteen or

twenty desperate fellows at his heels can do as he pleases ; and that is

about the way it is down there in the lower part of Amite County.
They have organized clubs in every community. This thing has spread
Itself, like a contagious disease, all over the county. They have se-

lected the worst characters, too, lor this central club, and they go there

and do just what they please. If the editor of this i)aper, the South-
ern Herald, comes out with something that they don't like, they wait

upon him and tell him that he must do as they want him to.

Q. It is mob-law f—A. ^S^othing but mob-law, and in its worst form,

too.

Q. You spoke of Pike County ?—A. There has never been any dis-

turbance there except what was caused by the drunken rowdies from
Amite County. Colonel Jackson, who is a man of no sense or caution

whatever, lets everything out, and he told me that when Frith and
Green went back to Amite County they tried to stir up all these clubs.

Q. Tell us who Frith and Green were.—A. Frith is nobody ; Green is

a worthless, drunken fellow. They have since then kicked him out of

the clubs for drunkenness and insubordination and attempt at riot.

Q. Are they, then, in any degree above the low desperadoes of any
place?—A. No, they are just about the same, only they are men that

have no courage to do anything themselves.

Q. Have they any property ?—A. No, sir.

Q. Any character?—A. No, sir: tluit is thetroublewith all these fellows.

They have got so poor they are just desperate and don't care what they
do. They have lost their property in the war, and since then have been
idle, and lying around the bar-rooms drinking whisky, and getting

])Oorer and poorer every day. A man from Amite County told me that

lie had seen some of those low fellows there with new horses and guns
and i)istols and saddles that they had taken from the people in Wilkin-
son County during the last fighting.

Q. How many miles from the railroad is Liberty?—A. 24 miles to

Liberty and 10 miles from there to Hose Hill. In that region there are

some terribly bad characters. [Referring to the map of the State.]

Q. Show what you call the lawless portion of that county.—A. Tal-

bot is about as bad as any of them—Rose Hill and Centreville.

Q. Taking the rest of the county outside of these three, four, five, or

six townships, do you consider it in a state of law and order?—A. The
communities in the rest of the county are perfectly quiet. There are

some bad men there in many of the precincts, because they have got
delegates to the club from every precinct in the county. A decent man
would not go into that club. Colonel Johns and Colonel Nelson, and
men of their character, would not have anything to do with it.

Q. In that county, could you give us any idea of the number com-
])rised in what you term the bad element?—A. If you will take fifty

characters out of there, I would say that the county was pretty free from
that element; but then these filty characters control at least three or

lour hundred more. Moses Jackson could get probably 50U men to fol-
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low him auywbere. V/heu this trouble occurred in Wilkinsou County,
they told mc that there were three or lour hundred men went down
there.

Q. There are something over four thousand white people in Amite
and six thousand and some hundreds of black people?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Taking out these fifty men that you believe control these other three
or four hundred men, what would be the character of the rest of that
community ?—A. Law-abiding, i should think, and in favor of peace and
quiet. But I do not think peace will ever be restored in that county
until these leaders are controlled. These fellows stay down there on the
line between Mississippi and Louisiana, and they have couriers and can
tell when any one is coming after them and will immediately cross over
the border. Of course you cannot follow them there and take them
without a requisition ; and have got to get an officer to go there.

Q. You stated that after these things occurred at Liberty, the legis-

lature sent down an investigating committee, and you used the phrase
"the State made a great howl about it?"—A. O, no; I meant some of

these democrats in Summit made a great howl about it because they got
down upon Eedmond.

UNITED STATES TROOPS OBJECTED TO.

Q. Did they object to the investigation?—A. No, sir; to Eedmond's
bringing these troops there.

Q. Who made objection to them?—A. All of them.
Q. Do you say that there was a committee of investigation appoint-

ed'?—A. Yes, sir; the business of the committee was to ascertain
whether Eedmond was justified in sending for these troops or not.

Q. It was the presence of the troops that caused them to object ?

—

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Was there any report made?—A. They made a report that Eed-
mond was not justified in sending for troops; that the difficulty was a
personal one, and that there was no evidence that he had been driven
from the county.

Q. What evidence did they have before them of that fact?—A. I

testified to that fact before them, and Mr. Garner and others testified

to the same thing.

Q. Cii the other hand, what did they prove?—A. I did not hear all

the testimony. They finally got to squabbling whether they should sit

with closed doors, and sat after that with closed doors.

Q. What became of your testimony ?—A. They have it here, I sup-

pose.

Q. Was any action taken on it here by the legislature ?—A. Well,
sir, I think they reported that Eedmond was not justified in sending for

troops.

Q. Who composed that committee ?—A. The subcommittee came
there. It was composed of Messrs. Eoan, from Copiah County; Shat-

tuck, from Wilkinson County; and McjSTair, from Lincoln County.

JACKSON'S BAND.

Q. Has this Moses Jackson a band of his men ?—A. This club; he is

its president.

Q. Who is Legant?—A. A man in Louisiana; keeps a store just across

the line.

Q. Of the same class as this man Powers ?—A. He has no influence,

but he is a desperate character. He is not very well known in that



104 MISSISSIPPI ELECTION—AMITE COUNTY.

county, as he has not been there a great deal. He is great friend of

Jackson's.
WILLIAM DESHIELDS IS ASSASSINATED.

Q. What was this man Deshields, that you speak of?—A. William
Deshields was a colored man, and a member of the board of supervisors.

He was considered a very bad negro. He went to the sheriff a short

time ago and wanted permission to organize a republican club. The
sheriff" advised him not to do it. As I have before said, last Sunday
night a party of white men went to his house, called him out, and shot
him dead. There was no clew to the murderers, and no one was arrested.

Q. Was he re-elected last fall ?—A. No, sir; there was not a republi-

can elected on the ticket in Amite County' at the last election, except
one.

Q. The board of supervisors control the finances of the county?

—

A. Yes, sir.

Q, This William Deshields was one of that board ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Of what was that board composed ?—A. Four negroes and one
white man.

Q. Were any of them fit for the place?—A. No, sir; all ignorant
men.

Q. You spoke of a row at the election in Rose Hill, owing to the fact

that some one had discovered a black man in the act of putting two
votes doubled together into the ballot-box ?—A, Yes, sir.

Q. Who was the inspector that opened the tickets as they were
handed in ?—A. This man Haynes, that the democratic club i)ut in.

Q. He opened the ballot ?

FRAUD AT THE ELECTION.

A. Yes, sir. I demanded of the inspectors that they should throw
out that box when they came to count the votes, but the,y were over-

awed next day by the mob and would not act. It was a fraud, no doubt
about that, at that particular box ; everybody is willing to concede that.

There are generally about four hundred colored votes and two hundred
wiiite votes. It usually returned about two hundred republi(!an majority;

but these desperate white fellows got to riding about nights and shoot-

ing into the negroes' houses ; but the negroes were in a majority on that
day. The whites came to the polls armed; but the negroes came un-
armed.

Q. What was the number of votes that were changed by that man
being at the polls and by this misconduct ?—A. Bo you me.an Powers
coming in there ?

Q. Was that not after the election ?—A. No, sir; there were forty or
fifty negroes that hadn't voted.

Q. How many men had Powers with him ?—A. T don't know; I didn't

count them; I was jerked into a room by a friend of mine, a Texan. He
and 1 had been in the same brigade in the war. His name was Bill

Linsy ; he was deputy sheiiff at that box.

Q^ Where does this Col. B. F. Johns live ?—A. In Liberty. He is

is representing Amite County now in the legislature.

Q. You spoke of him as a very worthy man f—A. Yes, sir; I don't
know of a man that stands higher in the State than he; a temperate,
moral luixn in every respect ; and a perfect gentleman, highly educated,
and a good lawyer. Colonel Nelson is also a man that is thought a
great deal of.

Q. Colonel Johns was in favor of raising a force of white men, and
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resisting this mob, as you term it ?—A. Yes, sir ; be said tbat we sboukl
raise tbe men aud make a stand, and whip Powers; tbat it was a great
outrage for a man like Powers to come tbere into Mississippi and inter-

fere with the election.

Q. Johns is a leading democrat?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Are tbe views of Mr. Johns concurred in by the property-owners
and tax-i)ayers of tbe county '?—A. They are; but this mob rules every-
thing. They would not let Colonel Johns speak ; and talked ouce of
making him come down from tbe canvass because be was too liberal for
them. He was tbe editor of the Southern Herald.
The Chairman. Mr. Safford was summoned here from Amite County,

and it has been suggested to me tbat if he testides and testifies truth-
fully, be will be injperiled when he goes back. I want to know what you
think about it, and I would like to have Mr. Bayard and Mr. 31cDonald
bear what you have to say about it.

The Witness. I think he wilb I don't think it would be safe for one

to go back if they knew what I have testified.

The Chairman. I think I will not call him ; I do not want to take
the responsibility.

The Witness. This club appointed a committee to wait upon every-
body who came up here and testified before tbe grand jury to ascertain

what they testified to.

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. How many men took part in this attempt to compel the men who
bad testified before the grand jury to divulge their testimony 1—A. I ex-

pect that Colonel Nelson can give you the names of the men who waited
upon his nephew to learn what be testified to before the grand jury.

Q. How many are there concerned in tbat "?—A. You see 1 have not
been there since the election except to carry General George's letter

down tbere, and I know nothing of what is going on except what is told

me by men who come from there.

RESPONSIBILITY FOR THESE OUTRAGES.

Q. I am endeavoring to ascertain who and how many of them there are

who aie responsible for these outrages. Am I to understand that the

greater portion of what you have said is what others have said to you?

—

A. No, sir ; I have told you just what I know, and I am now trying to

keep from telling what others have told me.

By Mr. Cameron :

Q. You spoke of a sub-committee of three who were appointed to in-

vestigate tbe Eedmoud affair, and you mentioned tbe gentlemen who
composed that sub-committee; were they republicans or democrats?—A.
Two democrats and one republican. McNair and Shattuck wrote this

testimony for me and handed it to me. It was copied from my testi-

mony taken down there. Shattuck is a liberal republican aud McNair
is a democrat.

Q. How many persons are understood to be connected with these

clubs of which you have spoken ?—A. Each club comprises fifty to sev-

enty-five men, sometimes more. Of course they could not get that num-
ber of men to follow them, for some of them have got too much sense to

go into such a thing. They selected their worst men to do these things.

Jackson could get lour or five hundred men at any time, I suppose, if

there was any row kicked up out there between the whites and blacks,



106 MISSISSIPPI ELECTIOX AMITE COUNTY.

which is the principal cause of the disturbances there. But you can't

get these men to go and fight white men. They wonldu't go and fight

their equals ; none of them would do it. They are all cowardly unless

they have got numbers to impose on you.

SAFETY OF THE COLORED PEOPLE.

Q. Do you regard the colored people down there as being safe from
attacks of these desperate characters?—A. Not if those lellows take a

notion to make away with them. If they don't like a negro, and he
don't leave the country, he is pretty apt to be killed. That is something
very difficult to prevent, because you dou't know when they are going
to do it. There is a large stretch of country there which is thinly set-

tled, where these fellows can dodge about, and it is almost impossible

to know when they are going to go for any one.

AURELIUS S. PAEKEll—AMITE COUNTY.

Jackson, Miss., June 15, 1876.

AURELius S. Pakkee sworn and examined.

RECORD OF THE WITNESS.

By ]VIr. Cameron:
Question. Where do you reside?—Answer. Now, in New Orleans.

Q. AVlicre did you reside during the year 1875 prior to the month of

November?—A. In Libertv, Amite County, Mississipi)!.

Q. How long had you resided there ?—A. Since May 20, 1809.

Q. What pul)licotiice, if any, did you hold in that county ?—A. I was
appointed, ^vhen I went there, by General Ames, who was at that time
military governor of the State, as sheriff, and in the November follow-

ing I was elected to the legislature, and held that office for two years;

and also held the position as sheriti' until the election for county ollicers.

In 1809 there were no county officers except appointed ones, and tliere

was no provision made for an election ; consecjuently, we elected only

members of the legislature under the new constitution, and that was
when 1 was elected to the legislature. This legislature made i)rovision

for an election of county officers, and when that election came on I ran

for sheriti' again, and was elected.

Q. Then vou held the office of sheriff from 1809 up to what date?—A.
The 1st of January, 1870.

Q. When did you leave Liberty, Amite County ?—A. I left there on
the night of Tuesday—the first Tuesday of November.

the condition of AMITE COUNTY'.

Q. You can state what the condition of the county was during the

last political canvass ])rior to the election, as to its being orderly or

disorderly ?—A. You mean the canvass of 1875 ?

Q. Yes, sir.—A. Its normal condition had been peaceable and orderly

until within a short time previous to the election, and the only disturb-

ance then was the visiting of the houses of colored men by white

parties in the night.



TESTIMONY OF AURELIUS S. PAEKER. 107

COLORED MEN ADYISED NOT TO REGISTER.

Q. "What was generally clone iu those cases ?—A. It was their custom
to call the colored mau out and ask him if he was going to register.

This commenced shortly previous to the registration, which was proba-
bly about forty-five days before the election. If a colored man said he
was going to register, they advised him not to. If he was still deter-

mined in his statement that he was going to register, they would tell

him that if he did register he could not vote. But this had no effect,

as it was the first time that this thing had happened in the county, and
they had no fears. After the registration they continued this same
thing, and told them that they could not vote ; and if they were very
persistent that they were going to vote, they would threaten them that
they would take their lives if they voted, and that they could not vote
under any circumstances whatever.

THE LIVES OF PROMINENT COLORED VOTERS THREATENED.
In some cases they would tell the colored men, "You had better dig

your grave on Monday"—the election was on Tuesday—"You had bet-

ter spend Monday digging a grave for yourself if you intend to vote,

for you will not be allowed to live."

Q. How general was that threat throughout the county 1—A. In
about half the county. These visits were made to the more prominent
negroes' houses—to the houses of the officers of these negro clubs.

Threats were made also very generally, and without any hesitation, that

if any republican officers or republican candidates were elected that they
would not be allowed to live and hold the place. I have heard such
threats as that myself; not addressed directly to me, but within my
hearing, where they were met together in little knots or crowds and
were tallying loudly.

Q. Were these visits made to the negroes during the night !—A. Yes,

sir ; in every case nearly. In fact, I don't know of a case where they

made a visit in the day-time. The parties who made these visits were
not known by the colored men whom they visited. They would come
from a neighborhood like this and go seven or eight or ten miles, where
they were not known, and visit negroes that could not recognize them if

they should come close to them ; and so they changed about through

the country.

Q. Where were you on the day of the election ?—A. In the town of

Liberty.

Q. Were you a candidate for office ?—A. Yes, sir ; for sheriff—a can-

didate for re-election.

Q. What occurred in Liberty on election-day, in the evening, with

reference to the election ?—A. Nothing at all, sir. We had as quiet an

election in the town of Liberty as they have ever had there, I reckon.

THE CENTRAL (DEMOCRATIC) CLUB FORMED.

Q. What induced you to leave the county ?—A. Some six or seven

weeks previous to the election there was a call issued for all men who
were opposed to the radical republican party to meet in Liberty on a

certain day. That meeting was on Monday, two weeks previous- to the

election, 1 think ; however, I am not positive. Some four or live hun-

dred people came into town under that call and organized what they

called a Central Club, and they held their meetings in secret. They took

down the names of all the persons present. They held a meeting on

Monday and arranged to meet again two weeks from that time. They
passed'some vioJent resolutions there, but I didn't learn what they were.
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They bad their first two meetiugs iu the ^Masonic lo(]ge-room,biit at the
third meeting there was too large an attendauce for that hall, and they
met in the court-room, over my office. They passed some very violent
resolutions on that occasion.

OKDERED TO LEAVE THE COUNTY OR BE SHOT.

Q. What was the nature of those resolutions?—A. Most of them were
aimed at me personally more than anybody else; but, of course, they
were opjiosed to other republican officers. There was one resolution, in

particular, that they should take me out of my offlce and tar and feather
me, and instruct me to leave the county ; and if I didn't leave the
county, then the next time they w ould take me out and shoot me. I

learned from W. L. Hovey, a democrat, that that resolution was passed.
He has always been a particular friend of mine; we had always bad a
great many business dealings. I think he is a strict democrat, but he
voted for me at this last election, notwithstanding all these acts of the
democrats. At that time he staid in my oftice, because he thought he
might bring inliuence enough to bear to i)revent them carrying out any
of these threats. 1 told him that they never couM do anything of the
kind to me. lie had made uj) his mind that if they came down there
he would help me out; and that was the reason for his remaining there.

By his coming down stairs and informing me of this resolution after it

had been passed, and he not being a supporter of myself politically, I

considered that the information was positive.

AN EFFORT FOR AN ARRANGEMENT OF DIFFERENCES.
All the district nominations in the county had been made previous to

this time, but in one instance we wanted to make a change. We had
nominated a colored man in tlie third district by the name of llill, who
was obnoxious to the democrats, and justly so, 1 think, for he was a very
ignorant man, although there were no charges of corruption against him,
or that he had done any wrong act officially. I went to Centerville, the
headquarters of the democracy of the county, and consulted with the
leading men there, democrats and republicans, and told them we were
going to withdraw Ilill. I told them that if they would name a man
whom I thought was honorable, and who would treat me right if he was
elected— I like to have courtesy extended from one oflicer to another

—

I would tiy and have him nominated. They wanted me to name a man,
and I named a man named Clerman, a democrat, and they said they
were satisfied with him.

AN ARMED FORCE RAISED TO PREVENT THE MEETING.
A meeting was appointed on Saturday to carry out this card, and

nominate German. In the mean time the democrats had raised a force

of men at this place where the meeting was to be held, which was fif-

teen miles from the county seat. They stationed these men all along
the road, and declared that 1 should not hold this meeting. But I started
out with iMr, Yeandle and another gentleman to attend the meeting, and
as we got within about three miles of the place where the meeting was
to be held, we were sto[)ped by two pickets. They halted us in military
style, and 1 asked what they meant. They said, " You can't come up."

1 said, "1 will come up," and I rode right up to them, and asked them,
" What does this mean T They said, " We have got some men back
here, and you shall not go down to hold this meeting." After talking
a while with them, 1 told them it was no use, we were going ; that we
must go; that we had no arras, no guns; that I had my pistol in my
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I)ocljet; and that ueither of tbe gentlemen with me Lad any arms. I
requested one of tbem to take a note to these men that were armed,
telling them the object of the meeting. They took the note, and Moses
Jackson, the leader of the men there, came back with the messenger,
•who had taken the note ; and, after some parleying, he consented that we
should come down within about a mile of that point, and then take a
road that run ofl"to the right, and take a circuitous route around to the
point we w^anted to reach. We could do nothing else, so we consented
to that arrangement. Jackson said if we went down the regular road
lie would not guarantee that we would not be killed, but if we would go
the other w^ay he would go down with us and protect us. We had to
do that or back down. We went there and had our meeting, and we
put up the man that we had agreed to, and withdrew Hill; and German's
was on our ticket, and we voted for him on election-day without a
scratch of the tickets. Under these circumstances, I had become pretty
sure that they meant to do something if the election went contrary to
their desires.

THE ELECTION TO BE PERMITTED, BUT REPrBLICAN OFFICERS TO BE
DRIVEN AWAY OR KILLED.

But they determined at about the last of their meetings before the
election that they would not molest us until after the election. If we
carried the election they would conduct us beyond the boundaries of

the county or kill us. It came, too, in such a way that there could be
no doubt about it. They had detailed six men to kill me, jn-ovided I

was elected. On the night of the election 1 remained about the court-

house until 12 o'clock, or some time after that, before I left the county.
There were a great many white men coming into town, but no colored
men, except those who lived in town. 1 consulted with Colonel Johns,
who is a democrat and the present member of the legislature from that
place, and with Colonel Xelson, and with other gentlemen, as to what
was going on ; I was suspicious, of course. They told me that there
was an arrangement that all ihe democratic clubs through the county
should come into town in the morning armed, and in case the republi-

cans were elected they were going to lay hold of us in some way or

other. We talked the matter over for an hour or two. Colonel Johns
said that, if he could get twenty-five reliable white men to back me,
he would resist them when they came in the morning, and that they
should not be allowed to run over the town in that way. Many of these

men that were expected iu the morning were from Louisiana. I don't

know how many, but a good many of them. I asked him when they ex-

pected these men, and he said they didn't expect them at all before sun-

rise, but they might come in at any moment. 1 asked them wbat they ad-

vised me to do. Colonel Johns said he would go out and see what he coukl

do about raising some men. He did do so and failed. He said there whs not

a man that would stand by him, and it was decided tbat we should leave

and stay away a few days. Mr. Yeandle, w^ho was the chancery clerk,

arranged to go into the country and stay with some friends of his, and
Mr. Kedmond and Dr. Barrett and myself arranged to have horses

hitched up and to go to Summit and go over to Jackson. We would
remain there for a while, and let the thing blow over. They said that it

w as useless to undertake to tight that crowd ; that we three men couldn't

defend ourselves against them. If we staid and were killed, it would
do nobody any good, and the negroes, who stood up for us, of course

they would be killed; and we considered that we had no right to in-
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volve anybody in our difficulties. I have made it a point not to involve

the negroes in any of these political difficulties. I never have done so.

We left about half-past 12 o'clock. They had not closed the registration-

books at that time, and were still counting, and no one knew that we
Lad left except Colonel Johns and a few of them that were with him.

WITNESS CANNOT LIVE THERE, AND CANNOT SELL HIS PROPERTY.

By Mr. Cameron :

Q. Have you returned to the county since ?—A. I have been there

twice since then.

Q. Have you returned there to reside ?—A. No, sir.

Q. Why not?— A. Because I don't consider that I could live there.

I own ICO acres of land in the worst part of the county—where these

-worst people live—and 1 can't rent that land to black or white. They
say nobody shall live on that land. One of these men, who belongs to

the Central Club, offered me a small price for the land, and I accepted the

offer, but he withdrew his offer. 1 offered it to another gentleman at

the same price, and they told him it he bought it he could not live

there, and none of his family should live there; and he wrote me from

New Orleans that he didn't wish to invest. He is a man of wealth and
good standing, was born and raised in the county, and stands No. 1 in

every respect, except his politics, which is republican.

THE DISTURBANCE AT TOLER'S PRECINCT.

Q. What disturbance, if any, occurred in the connty on election-day,

from your own knowledge or information ?— A. The only disturbance at

the polls anywhere in the county was at Rose Hill precinct and at To-

ler's precinct, near Jackson \s place. There was a colored man at Toler's

who was appointed United iStates comiuissiouer or United States in-

spector, that there should be some one to attend the election in the in-

terest of the IJepresentati veto Congress. This man was a school-teacher iu

the neighborhood, and there was a white man appointed as United States

inspector on the democratic side. A m:in named Thompson came there

with arms, and tried to drive this colored man out, so the man stated to

me, and the otiier registrars corroborated his statement. Thomi)son in-

sisted on this colored man getting out, but the other parties interfered,

and finally persuaded him to put his gun away and let this colored man
alone. That was the only disturbance at that place except loud talking,

which didn't amount to much.

TUE DISTURBANCE AT KOsE HILL.

Q. AYhat was the disturbance at Eose Hill !—A. I have only the

statements of parties who were there. In the first place the democratic
registrars and additional parties induced the republican registrar to

withdraw so that they could appoint an outside man. Then they raised

a pressure on one of the democratic registrars who was a moderate
man—Dr. Straun, a physician of the place, a linely-educated man. He
is a man of high temper and he felt insulted, and he got up and said

that he didn't want to hold a position where he could not be in fellowship

with gentlemen, and they could ai)point whom they pleased; and ho
withdrew. That was in the morning. The election went olf quietly, I

understand, until late in the evening, when Colonel Powers, from Louis-

iana, with a lot of men, came into town. He said that they had been in

AVilkinson (Jounty and that they had made one man draw down; I sup-

pose withdraw, they meant; and that they now came there to regulate

that precinct; and they created a disturbance and commenced to fire
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niid got up a great confusion and frightened away all the voters about
the polls at that time. I suppose from fifty to seventy-five colored voters
v.ere driven away from the polls. They were there at the polls ready
to vote when the disturbance commenced, and they fled into the woods
and other places. What real personal violence was done to any one
I don't know.

THE CENTRAL (DEMOCRATIC) COJIMITTEES.

Q. How many democratic clubs are now understood to be organized
in these counties?—A. I don't know, sir. They have what is called the
central committees, who have been holding their meetings there up
until the present time, in the county. At first they held them once in

two v.eeks; then they held them every Monday; and then they got down
to two weeks again. I don't know how often they are held now.

THE OBJECT OF THE COMMITTEES.

Q. What object ?—A. They state that their object is to be a sort of
a county legislature or regulators. They attempt to supervise and reg-

ulate things generally. They ])assed a resolution that any man who
employed hands, should be held responsible for the dejiredations of
those hands; that sufficient provisions should be left on their places so
that the hands should not be compelled to steal, and that the owner of
the place should be jjresent himself occasionally and give the place his

personal supervision. That was published in the Southern Herald, a
I)aper which circulated everywhere in the count 3'. They regulated
everything in that way. The club ai)pointed an editor to take charge
of the Southern Hearld, and they put a man in there and he run it a
little while, and he got to see that the course they were pij^rsuing was
not good policy and showed a little sense in his editorials, and they re-

quested him to withdraw by a resolution. But he has large and infinen-

tial family connections and friends there, and they could not force him
to resign and he is still running it. His name is Henry Cappel.

ORDERED TO LEAVE THE COUNTY FOR POLITICAL REASONS.

Q. What reason, if any, did they assign for requiring you to leave

the county*?—A. Political reasons ; never assigned any other.

Q. What reason did they assign for requiring Kedmond, Dc. Barrett,

and Mr. Yeandle to leave ?—A. I don't know of any reason, except a
political one. They claimed that I, as head of the republican party in

the county, controlled the colored vote, and that we all worked together

to control the colored vote, and that the colored vote should not have
control hereafter; that they were going to carry the election by fail*

means if they could, and by foul if they must. That was said openly by
many democrats. They have never accused me of stealing any money,
or doing anything wrong in my life. No such accusation as that ever

came to my ears. On the contrary, Judge Smiley, wliO is now judge
there, says I am the best sheriff that he ever knew in his life; and he is

a democrat.
Q. How many members of the legislature were elected from Amite

County last fall ?—A. One representative and one floater. There is a

surplus in each county—we are classed with Kankin County—and we
elected a floater.

Q. Who were elected ?—A. James E. Jager was the floater.

Q,. What was his politics?

—

A. Democrat; and Col. B. F. Johns was
elected—straight democrat.

Q. Any senator elected from that county?—A. No, sir; we had no

senatorial election at this time. We elected one two years ago.
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NOT SAFE FOR REPUBLICAN OFFICIALS.

Q. Would it be safe for Mr. Redmond to go back to Amite County io

reside ?—A. I don't think it would.
Q. Do you think that he could perform his official duties there with-

out military support'?—A. As United States collector of internal rev-
enue 1

Q. Yes, sir.—A. I am not prepared to say, for this reason : I have not
been in the county but twice since the election. Parties of men had
waylaid the roads at night when I had been in the country speaking,
and expected me to come into town. In neither case did I know until
after 1 had got home. I had come home in a different direction from
what 1 went out. I held a meeting eight miles from town across the
Amite Eiver, and I returned liome before night, because I had an en-

gagement to meet some gentlemen on some business in the town ; and
l^aities laid out there, expecting me at the river bridge, until 12, o'clock
at night. Some colored men came and told me after I got to bed that
they were there. I went down, but they had gone. They had broken
down a man's field and fed their horses there. There had been, I should
think, thirty horses there.

now THE COLORED VOTERS WERE INTMIDATED
Q. You may state whether or not these outrages had the effect of in-

timidating the colored voters.—A. They certainly did, sir. 1 am satis-

fied that for a month before the election there was not a weekday or a
Sunday that colored people didn't come to my residence or to thecourt-
liouse, and tell me of these visits to their houses, and ask my advice
as to what ^ley should do, and—did I think they would be killed, and all

such iiKjuines as that. Of course I encouraged them all 1 could. 1 will

state as my candid opinion that there were no less tban five hundred
men who lay in the woods the greater part of the night before the election.

They woukl stand in line at the polls, and drop asleep standing up, on
account of not having had sleei) tbe previous night. These democratic
clubs were organized into squads, and each of these squads had two an-
vils. They would go to a little rising place in the road, and put these
anvils down,and shoot them off ten or twelve times, and shoot their shot-

guns, yell, and go on, and stop a mile perhaps farther on, and repeat the
same thing again. We could hear it in every direction from town, and
it sounded just like war times. The colored people, when these squads
would be approaching them, shooting and yelling, would of course
imagine that they were going to kill them, and they would slip out and
get into the woods, and lay hid until morning. In the morning they
came in one at a time, and found out no one had been killed. This was
done oil the night before the election, and finding out that nothing
serious had been done, and that this was only a trick to frighten
them, they came up to the polls and voted, and we polled a larger vote
than we had polled before since the warj both democratic and repub-
lican.

COLONEL POWERS' REGULATORS.
By Mr. Bayard :

Q. Then this disturbance that you speak of, and this intended intim-
idation, failed in its efi'ect as to keeping them from voting ?—xi. Yes,
sir.

Q. They got their votes in on the day of election ?

—

A. Yes, sir ; except
in this precinct of Kose Hill, where there was some disturbance on the
nii-ht of the election.
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Q. We have bad before ns a very intelligent "witness, and I believe a
very worthy one—General Hurst—who spoke of the condition of affairs

across the line in Louisiana, where there were a lot of desperadoes un-
der the control of one Colonel Powers. State to the committee whom
this man Powers is, and what effect he has had in producing this condi-
tion of things in the county of Amite.—A. Colonel Powers, during the
war, had command of a regiment of cavalrj^ that was called Buttermilk
Cavalry, in our neighborhood. They were scouting and raiding around
the county, and he had always a bad reputation for running cotton
through the confederate lines. His reputation was, 1 think, very bad.
He is a leader of what is called the Eegulators, in the parishes of East
Feliciana and Saint Helena. There have been a great many negroes
killed through these counties; and they have killed some of the county
officers at Clinton, in the parish of East Feliciana, and have run the
rest away. Included in his organization were some men from Amite
County, and they were iu sympathy with him in getting rid of repub-
lican officers.

The understanding was, that should they want Powers on our side

of the line they would call on him and he would come prepared to

assist them in doing anything they might require to be done* On this

election-day they sent for him. General Hurst asked Powers why he
had come there, and he said that they had sent for him.

Q. Have you the means of knowing the extent of this band of out-

laws under Powers?—A. As to their number 1

Q. Yes, sir,—A. No, sir; I have not. This Central Club that was or-

ganized in Amite County prosecuted their business with closed doors,

and expelled any one who was not a member of the club, no matt< r what
party he belonged to. After having several meetings of this Central
Club they appointed a committee of hit}', who themselves transacted the
business which was subsequently ratified at the Central Club meetings.

SIX OE EIGHT HUNDRED MEMBERS IN AMITE COUNTY.

Q. How many in Amite County do you think are embraced in these

ouclaws?—A. 1 should suppose six or eight hundred men. The reason
that 1 think so is this : This thing started iu the Thick Wocds or Rose
Hill precinct, and was then extended into other parts of the county.

They organized these clubs in each precinct, and then they formed this

Central Club; and there are certainly six or eight hundred men em-
braced iu these clubs.

SOME OF RINGLEADERS.

Q. Ho^v^ many men do you embrace in the ringleaders ?—A. I can
give you the names of several of them. Col. Moses Jackson, who is presi-

dent of the central club and of the committee of fifty ; Moses Bobiuson,
"Walter L. Hogins, C. P. Frith, Seaborn Reynolds, William Guuby, L.

B. Robinson. If those men are not leaders now they were for four weeks
before the election. They occupied the position of president or captain

of those clubs. There are others that I cannot give the names of.

Moses Jackson is the great mogul of the county. He works in connec-

tion with Powers over the line. Powers is chief over the line iu Louis-

iana, and Jackson is chief iu Amite Couuty.
Q. Do you believe as a fact that if Jackson and these other men whose

names you have given were arrested and punished these things would
cease "I—A. Yes, sir ; I have no doubt of it.

SOME DEMOCRATS OPPOSED TO THESE BANDS.

Q. What is the feeling, do you think, among the better portion of the

8 MISS
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white people of Amite County in regard to Powers coining over there?

—

A. I think they would be just as much opposed to it as you could bo
or I could be, or anybody else in the world. There are democrats there

who are as fine men as live in the world ; they are opposed to this in

every way, and would stop it iu every way except by lorce ; but when
it comes to force they will have nothing to do with it. They are willing

to give advice and counsel, and did exert themselves in that way before

the election, but they were powerless, as these fellows engaged the sym-
pathy of the young men and boys.

Q. In the canvass of 1875 did you have any trouble ?—A. No, sir.

NO TROUBLE BEFORE 1875 ON ACCOUNT OF THE PRESENCE OF TROOPS.

Q. Did you have any trouble, or were there any personal threats

made against you before that canvass f—A. In the first canvass of 1869

there were threats without number, but at that time there were troops

and there were other little squads at various county seats. Although
there. There was a little squad of fourteen men in Amite County

;

there were threats I didn't regard them as threats which amounted to

anything. There were never any threats of consequence until 1875.

Q. Then this state of things began during the canvass and continued

as you have stated ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. How long since you left Amite County ?—A. The last time I was
iu the county was on the 17th of March of this year. I went up there

to attend court, but there was no session of the court.

Q. You were not there during the winter f—A. No, sir.

Q. State who composed the board of supervisors in Amite County,
prior to the election of 1875.—A. One was C. D. Sprich, a republican;

ihey were all republicans at that time; I don't remember the others'

names.
Q. Was he a white or a black man ?—A. A white man ; there were

two white men and three colored men.
Q. Were they fit men for their place?—A. They were not educated

men, I will state that; but I will states also that there were men in the

democratic board who were no more fit tiian they. Those men would
compare favorably with the average of the sui)crvisors that we have
had since 1 have been in the county.

Q. Were not those supervisors men of bad character f—A. No, sir.

Q. Ead they not been indicted ?—A. There were all sorts of charges

trumi)ed up against them after they were elected.

Q. They were elected iu 1873?—A. Yes, sir.

BOTU BOARDS INDICTED.

Q. You say that charges were trumped up against them ; were they

not indicted?—A. Tlu'y were indicted in September, 1875, for having
made some illegal appropriations. As the board of supervisors, they

paid all the bills in the county. They are awaiting trial yet. At the

March term we had no court.

Q. Were they illiterate men ?—A. The colored men were. I will state

in connection with that that the democratic board who were in power
l)revious to this board were also indicted by the same court and jury

that indicted these colored men. They took the code and went back as

far as they could under it until the statute of limitations intervened.

Q. When was that democratic board elected ?—A. In 1871.

Q. Did the county go democratic at that time ?—A. No, sir ; that

democratic board had three democrats aiul two republicans. We
elected two republicans and they elected three democrats.
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Q. The board of 1875 was composed of five republicans ?—A, Yes,
sir; of whom three were negroes and two whites. All these negroes
had white fathers, some now living there.

WHY PARKER LEFT THE COUNTY.

Q. When did you leave the county?—A. Between 12 and 1
o'clock on the night of the election. In the morning these clubs
all came from every precinct in the county, to the number of six
or seven hundred men. This club that came from the Eose Hill
district, where General Hurst Avas on the day of the election, came
in their shirt-sleeves, armed with knives, pistols, and guns, as were
also all the other clubs. They galloped their horses around the square
and dismounted, and, leaving their horses, jumped over the fence into
the conrt-house yard yelling "Death to carpet-baggers," and ran into
the court-house wherever they could get in. They searched the court-

house for me. Then they sent to the hotel where I had been boarding.
1 had sent my wife away three weeks before the election, because she had
become so frightened as to prevent me from attending to my business.
They went there, and the madam told them that 1 hadn't slept in my
bed that night. They then detailed i^arties to scout in the country,
and they soon ascertained that I had left town with these other
gentlemen. Then they detailed squads to scour the county, and
guarded the roads leading from town night and day for three days.
The people from town provided them with provisions, and they had their

little picket fires at night, and kept up that thing for three days. They
seized the jail and took the keys from my deputy, who had been
with me for three years, a confederate soldier and a brave man. They
took the keys from him and appointed another man to take charge of

the jail. The colored man who was feeding the prisoners was run out,

and they put iu another colored man to feed them, and they held the
town expecting that I would come back with a crowd of negroes. That
was their excuse for it. They destroyed some i)roperty at the court-house

and they ransacked everything trying to find something belonging to me
about the office, and destroyed some of my i)rivate property, but it

didn't amount to anything. Mr. iSaflbrd, this young man whom you
have got here as a witness, was the clerk for the county registrars during
the time when this was all going on. He was at the court-house when
they ran into the court-house after me.

TWO YOUNG MEN HELD IN JAIL IN DEFIANCE OF LAW\

There are two men in jail there now whom they arrested that

day. They are accused of creating an insurrection, or attempting to

create an insurrection. What else they are accused of I don't know.
They are committed to jail in default of giving five thousand dollars

bonds apiece. I advised them to get a lawyer to draw up their papers,

and go before a judge with a writ of habeas corpus, and get their bonds
reduced. They did so, and Judge Smiley reduced their bonds to

$300, which they gave and came out. They were threatened imme-
diately that if they didn't go back they would be assassinated. Their

bondsmen were also threatened and told that they must withdraw
from their bonds. They came to town and consulted with the leading

lawyers, and they advised them to go back to jail, and they are now
there. There has been no court yet to try them.

TWO COLORED MEN SHOT,

Q. Who were the persons that made these threats ?—A. Moses Jack-
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son. When tbey arrested them tbey shot cue man and killed him

—

shot him dead. There was an old man who was foolish. He was born
in that way, and they said something to him, and he began to talk

back, and they began to beat him. His brother, who was there, said,

" You cannot beat him ; " and they shot the brother and killed him.

His name was David Johnson.
Q. Were they not indicted for it ?—A. There is one man under in-

dictment for doing that shooting and one as accessory.

Q. A\ hen will they be tried?—A. Thej* were here at the last term in

April, and their cases were continued.

Q. Are they under bail '?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. What would be the effect if Moses Jackson were indicted and pun-
ished !—A. I think if Moses Jackson alone were indicted and punished
it would have the effect to prevent anything more of that kind being
done in the county.

a HE EEGULATOKS TAKE AKMS FEOM THE NEGROES AND THE MILITIA.

These same parties, to the number of four or five hundred in Amite
County, just armed themselves and went over to Wilkinson County, and
I have been told by a man who saw them that they came back with
guns and pistols and horses, &c., that they had taken from the negroes
as trophies of war. In the mean time they have got these guns that

were issued to the militia under General Hurst. 1 instructed the jailer,

to take the ammunition that we had there and hide it that night, and
he took it to a house in the outskirts of the town, where a colored man
lived, and put it in there. When they broke open the jail and found it

was gone the next morning, they caught the jailer and made him tell

where it was, and they stole the ammunition and the guns. This legisla-

ture ai)pointed a committee to investigate the matter of those IState

arms—where they were. They came down and found out all these things,

and they declined to report, and never will report, for the reason that

they found that their friends had stolen these arms.

Q. Have you seen any report made to the legislature ?—A. Not of

that committee.

Q. Do you know what that report is?—A. I understand that there

was no report made at all. I tried to see what report they would make
about those arms, and I have been watching the j)apers to learn, but I

have not seen any report made. The adjutant-general of the State

ordered those arms turned over to the State, but they were not turned
over.

By Mr. Caimeeon :

Q. "\^"hat do you understand to be the facts in this Wilkinson County
riot ?—A. AVhen the excitement occurred in Wilkinson County, some
two or three weeks since, they sent couriers into Amite County. All
these clubs moved right across into Wilkinson County. Whether they
were there when those negroes were killed I don't know; but they came
back with new horses, mules, guns, and pistols, that they had captured
there, and they have got them yet.
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J. E. STEOTHER—AMITE COUNTY.

Jackson, Miss., June 21, 1S76.

J. R. Strother (colored) sworn and examined.

PERSONAL STATEMENT.

By Mr. Cameron :

Question. Wbere do you live !—Answer. In Amite County.
Q, How long have you lived there ?—A. I have lived there three or

four years.

Q. AVhere did you live before you went tbere %—A. I have lived most
of my life in Holmes County; then I have been at Holly Springs since

the surrender. I was there going to school.

Q. Is there a colored school or academy at Holly Springs?—A. Yes,

sir ; the State normal school and the Shaw University.

Q. State whether you attended or graduated at either of those insti-

tutions.—A. I graduated at the State normal school.

Q. When did you graduate f—A. I graduated, the 3d of this month
was two years ago.

Q, What have you been engaged in since that time principally ?—A.
Teaching.

Q. Where?—A. In Amite County.
Q. Where were you during the last political canvass, i)rior to and on

the day of election ?—A. I was in Amite County.

Q. In what part of the county *?—A. In Liberty, the county-seat.

AMITE COUNTY DURING THE CAMPAIGN.

Q. You may state anything that occurred withiu your knowledge in

Amite County during the poUtical canvass, in regard to the canvass.

—

A. During the political canvass I was a candidate myself for the legis-

lature, and in canvassing in the county we met with many difficulties,

and on going to Rose Hill, one of the precincts, before we got there

—

I didu't see them, but it was reported that there were about five hun-

dred democratic people there armed at Rose Hill precinct, to prevent

us from going there and speaking. So we went around another way,

through the woods, and got to the place where we were to speak. Be-

fore the election they had taken this advantage.

INTIMIDATION BEFORE THE ELECTION.

I don't say that there was any intimidation on the day of election

;

but on the night before the election the democratic clubs all over the

county went all night long—that is, went in the houses of the colored

people and run them off, and tired guns all over the county that night,

and ran colored people out of their houses ; ran some in the woods, and

some didn't get back—hadn't got back the next day when the polls

closed. And on the mo'ning before the election, on the day of the

election, 1 had went to one of the precincts, Tickpaw, which is about

sixteen miles, and it being such a distance I had to start very early, in

order to get there early.

Q. For what purpose did you go there?—A. To see how the voting

went on ; and I met a great crowd of people returning home about an

hour before day.

Q. White or black?—A. White. I didu't let them see me; I hid

myself.
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Q. Were those men wliora yon met at that time monnte«i and armed
or not 1—A. I conldu't tell wlietlier they were armed or not in the dark,
but they were mounted.

Q. How many did you estimate the number to be ?—A. There was
about a dozen I saw together.

Q. How far from Liberty did you meet those men ?—A. About nine
miles ; it was very near the nine-mile post.

Q. Go on and state what occurred at Tickpaw.—A. During the elec-

tion at Tickpaw—there was nothing said much until that day—I went
on there and asked some of the gentlemen why was the riding and cut-

ting-up so during the night before, and they pretended to me that they
didn't know anything about it. I told them that 1 met several of them,
and heard guns myself before I left Liberty, even, and that was sixteen

miles from there. They said there was nothing at all in it, and of course
3 couldn't say anything more, and didn't say anything more about it.

THREATS AGAINST EEPUBLICAN VOTERS.

There was a little cutting-up there that day, but it didn't amount to

much. Mr. Eeynolds got up during the voting and went out, and I

heard some say that they stopped several from voting that day ; they
told them there that if they went to the polls there that day, and voted
the republican ticket, they should not live any more on their places or

eat any more of their meat and bread.

COLORED VOTERS KILLED.

Q. Who told you this ?—A. I didn't know the gentleman that heard
Ihem say that. Before the election, down in the precinct of Kose Hill

there were two colored men killed.

Q. Who were they?—A. I couldn't give the names of the persons.

One was killed afterwards; William Deshields was killed sip^e. He
was one of the leading men of the club of colored people.

Q, For what reason did you understand these colored persons were
killed before the election ?—A. The only reason I heard for that was
because they stood up and contended for their rights to vote the straight

republican ticket—for their political opinions, and nothing else. The
white people were armed and riding in clubs together, and they would
meet all these colored people and get into a talk with them, and, as

some people would si)eak their opinions out boldly, they started a fuss
;

and it required a great deal of prudence on the part of thecolored people
to keep out of ditliculty. They went in at night and shot this man; and
the otber, they killed him in the day-time.

RELATH^ STRENGTH OF THE RACES IN AMITE COUNTY.

Q. About what are the relative numbers, white and black, of the

po[)nlation in Amite County ?—A. The white is about 1,000, and the

colored is 1,300,

Q. The voting population, you mean?—A. Yes, sir; the voting pop-
ulation.

REPUBLICAN TICKET COUNTED OUT AND REPUBLICANS RUN OUT.

Q. What was the result of the election in that county last fall?

Which ticket was elected?—A. Well, in fact, the republican ticket was
elected, but thej' counted us out, because on the day of election, after-

wards at night, there was such threats put out that the republicans had
to leave, and the next morning there was not a rei)ublican in town.

Q. Did you hear any of those threats yourself?—A. Yes, sir; 1 was
there when this man, Mr. Hurst, and several of them from Rose Hill,

w ith the sheriff, and Mr. Itedmond, and Barrett, and Parker, and all had
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to leave. I tbink every one left that nigbt except myself, and I bid
;

and the next morning before I got up and came out tbere was a crowd
in tbere tben. They told me tbat we sbould not stay tbere.

THREATS AGAINST KEPUBLICANS.

Q. Who told you?—A. The democrats told me right to my face, tbat,
in fact, they were not going to allow us to be elected, and if we were
elected they would not let us stay there. They were going to run the
last one of us out ; tbat is, the leading republicans, the white men par-
ticularly. They said tbat they didn't have anything against me ; tbat it

was the "carpet-baggers" they hated, and that they hadn't anything
against me j^ersonally only tbat I belonged to the republican party.
Personally they couldn't say anything against me at all. I had been a
teacher there in the county. I went backward and forward from
home during my attendance at Holly Springs ; tbat was in '71—and, in
fact, the truth is, the republican party was elected there without a
doubt. I didn't see this myself; but it was stated that tbere were
seventy-five men kept away from the polls at Rose Hill. They com-
menced firing right at the polls.

Q. You don't know anything of that yourself?—A. No, sir; 1 didn't

see that.

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. Where did you sleep the night before?—A. I slept at a gentle-
man's bouse named Peter Safford, where I was boarding.

Q. In the town of Liberty 1—A. Yes, sir ; mj- own place.

Q. How far is that place from Liberty ?—A. Kot more than three or
four hundred yards.

NIGHT-RIDES OF THE DEMOCRATIC CLUBS.

Q. How do you know tbat the clubs of the democratic party spent
the night before the election in riding about tbe county!—A. I heard
them in the night when I got up about morning, because I started at
one o'clock, and I beard tbe guns then ; and others around me heard
tbe guns and spoke to me about it ; and I heard the guns myself when
I was lying down, and when I got up to start they were still firing.

Q. Whom did you see tbat nigbt?—A. I met about a dozen men;
but I couldn't recognize any of them ; but I knew they were white
l)eople.

Q. Where did you see them ?—A. On tbe Tickpaw road.

Q. You were on horseback?—A. Y'^es, sir.

Q. And they were on horseback ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And you passed close by each other?—A. Yes, sir. I rode down
a. hill and got off my horse, and stood and held my horse until they
passed by.

Q. Did you see any other men that night?—A. IS^o, sir.

Q. Did you see any more men on horseback that night, in the county*,

except those twelve ?—A. No, sir.

Q. What knowledge have .you that those men were riding all over the
county that night?—A. Because I heard guns in different directions all

over the county.

Q. Did you know who the men were ?—A. ISTo, sir ; no more than I

supposed they were democrats.

ABOUT THE COLORED MEN KILLED.

Q. Have you been injured yourself at all personally in the county ?

—

A. No, sir; 1 have not been injured myself.

Q. Do you know by whom the two colored men were killed prior to
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the election down nearEose Hill?—A. No, sir; we were never able to

prove who it was. They t-ried to arrest Moses Jackson ; but they never
did get him arrested. At that time the democrats were urging us : They
says, "You go and arrest him." They said that they couldn't do it.

Q. Where were you w'hen that took place ?—A. I was at home at
Liberty.

Q. How far away from the scene of this killing f—A. From where
they were killed it was about nine or ten miles,

Q. Then, what you know of it is what you learned from others ?—A.
Yes, sir.

Q. Y'ou know nothing of your own knowledge?—A. Ko, sir: I know
nothing of my own knowledge about it.

Q. Were you at any other polls on the day of election than in Lib-

erty ?—A. I was at Tickpaw. I went to Tickpaw in the morning, and
stayed there until late in the evening.

Q. Where did you vote that day ?—A. At Libertj*. I got back iu

time to vote at Liberty.

NO DISTURBANCES AT THE ELECTION.

Q. Did you notice any scenes of disturbance at Liberty before ycu
left?—A. !No, sir ; I left there very early.

Q. How long were you at Tickpaw?—A. I staid th?re until 2 o'clock.

Q. Did you observe any scenes of disorder there ?—A. No more than
I mentioned about Mr. Keynolds.

Q. Did the i)eo])le vote there ?

—

A. They voted. All voted that were
there; but there were quite a number that were not there.

Q. Did you see any one there prevented from voting?—A. No, sir.

Q. W^hat time did you go ba(;k to Liberty ?—A. I don't know exactV
when it was, but in time to vote ; before the polls closed.

Q. Did you stay there that night?—A. Yes, sir; I staid there that
night

ABOUT THE KEGISTRARS AND OTHER ELECTION OFFICERS.
Q. Do you know who were the registrars of that county ?—A. Yes, sir;

I know them all. They are Mr. Kendrick, a colored man, and Mr. Rat-
clifle and Mr. Garough [or Garron.*J

Q. How many of those were white?— A. Two of them.
Q. How n)any were republicans?—A. There were two said to be re-

publicans; Kendrick and Mr. Garough.
Q. Do you not know that they a|)pointed all the judges of election

through the county ?—A. I did not know that they did.

Q. Do you not know that that is the law—that the judges of election

are appointed by tlie registrars ?—A. I did not know for certain.

Q. Y'ou do not know whether that is so or not?—A. No, sir.

Q. Then you do not know whether the judges of election through the
county were republican judges?—A. No, sir; I don't know whether
they were. There was a little dispute about it. I don't know certain,

but 1 luiow that they had two white and one colored num to every poll.

Q. I am speaking more in reference to their politics?—A. I think the
sheriff had a hand in the appointment ; that is, he gave his advice.

Q. Who was the sheriff?—A. Mr. I'arker.

Q. A republican 1—A. Yes, sir.

Q. A candidate for re-election, was he not?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Who was the circuit judge of that district?—A. Sinih\v.

Q. Who was the chancery clerk?—A. Judge Osgood, a man at Wood-
ville.

• ' This u;imo is giveu as " Gurrou " by Mr. Rediuoiul.
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Q. Do you know that they were both republicans?—A. Osgood is;

Smiley is—the circuit judge.

Q. Wheu was Smiley appointed ?—A. He has been there some time;
he was there when I went there.

Q. The sheriff" was a republican—Mr. Parker ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you not know that the registrars were appointed by those three
officers?—A. Yes, sir ; I remember it. I never paid particular atten-

tion to it, but I know this about it: There was some little dispute about
it, that he didn't appoint men of their party. There was some little

dispute among the people about that; but it didn't amount to anything.

By Mr. Cameron:
Q. Where did you sleep that night after the election ?—A. I slept at

this same man's house that 1 mentioned before—JMr. Saffbrd's. There
was about five hundred people came that morning, yelling like wild

folks.

S. P. HURST—AMITE COUNTY.

Jackson, Miss., June 22, 1876.

S. P. Hurst (colored) sworn and examined.

RECORD OF THE WITNESS.

By Mr. McMillan :

Question. Where do you live!—A. I am now living here, [Jackson.]

Q. Where did you live in November, 1875?—A. In Amite County.

Q. Were you acting deputy United States marshal in November,
1875 ?—A. I was, sir.

Q. Did you go to summon some witnesses in Amite and Pike Counties

at that time ?—A. I did, sir.

Q. To appear before the United States grand jury in Jackson,

here ?—A. Yes, sir.

witness is advised not to go to AMITE COUNTY.
Q. Will you state anything that occurred while you were in the ex-

ecution of your duties ?—A. After I got to Summit—as far as Summit
—I subpoenaed General Hurst, and he advised me not to go to Amite
County, as a colored man, and I persisted iu going. I told him I had
determined to go, and he produced a letter written by General George

to certain parties in Amite County, "and he told me that the parties had
refused to listen—to obey that letter—and under such circumstances he

would advise me not to go. 1 also consulted with Captain Garland,

and other prominent citizens of the i)lace. They also advised me not

to go, and if I did go to go to some other prominent leading deaiocrats

there ; and I did as I was directed, and before I got there I was met by

some men. I could not identify them. I did not know them.

Q. What prominent democrat did you go to ?—A. Colonel Johns.

Q. For what purpose ?—A. For the purpose of finding out the condi-

tion and state of affairs in that county.

Q. Who is Mr. Johns ?—A. I learned then that he was the demo-

cratic chairman of the executive committee.

Q. What did you go to him for?—A. To learn the condition of

affairs in his county. 1 told him that I was informed, and I had met

several men, Dr. Barrett, Captain Parker, and a host of others, that

had been driven out of the county, and I was down there in the dis-

charge of my duties as deputy marshal, and 1 wanted to know of him
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whether or not I could go there with safety. Captaiu Johns tokl me
that he did not think that I possibly could, for on the day of the elec-

tion, and the day following that, there had been a great deal of excite-

ment. I told him that I did not feel disposed, unless he thought I could
get through the county unmolested, to risk my life. He told me that it

would be riskj', that I would be met by some of the crowds that was
raiding through the county, and up at Ceuterville, and they might take
me for a spy. I told him that I would like to receive any information
from him whatever that would carry me through the county; that I

was quite anxious to get the witnesses before the grand jury; that
was my instruction from the marshal.

EECEIYES A LETTER OF PROTECTION.
He told me, " If you are anxious to go, 1 will write you a few words

to several gentlemen at Centerville, who will see that you are protected
while there. I would advise you to be very careful how you go through
the county;" and so he wrote me a letter, and I have got the letter

now.
Liberty, Miss., Xoveniher 16, 1875,

Messrs. L. G. Chapman, T. N. L. Axdeksox, aud others of Ceutreville :

Gentlemen: This will he handed to you hj- S. P. Ilurst, deputy United States mar-
shal, who visits your ]>lace in discharge of his official duties.

You will confer a favor on myself hy showing him the consideration due the office,

and by protecting him against either insult or injury, for even the action of a drunken
crowd at this time may be construed into a grave charge against the whole community.

I write this at his re(]uest, because at a distance he has heard very bad stories about
Amite County. Let him see for himself the falsity of the charges.

Yours, respectfully,

B. F. JOHNS.

I would say in regard to his writing it at my request, that I only
asked Colonel Johns that if he thought that, I would be glad under the

present circumstances, alter having been advised by reliable men and
prominent men, to secure anything that would safely carry me through
the county, and I suppose he considered that as a protection to me.

WITNESS IS STOPPED BY A SQUAD AND USES THE LETTER.

When I got about five miles and a half from Centerville, making my
way to Houston, to another gentleman I was to subpoena there, 1 was
stopped again by five or six men. I supi)ose they had come up from
Louisiana, it being close on the line; but 1 was not certain; 1 could

not identify them at all. They questioned me as to my business, and
they inquired after the republican ofldcials who had left the county, and
I was asked if 1 knew or heard of a man being shot at Eose Hill, and
General Hurst being run out from there by his militia. 1 told them
that 1 had. 1 told them that I was in hopes that I would not be mo-
lested, and they did not make any attempt at all to make an assault on
me, only I was stopped and put such questions as that.

Q. Did you show them the letter you had ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Who were the gentlemen to whom that letter is addressed ; are

they democrats in that county ?—A. I am not very well acquainted with
them. 1 suppose they are democrats, as Colonel Johns is one, certainly.

By Mr. Bayard:
Q. Whose deputy were you ?—A. Captain Lake's.

Q. What process was given you to serve?—A. To subpoena witnesses

before the grand jury.

Q. Hid you iind them?—A. I did, all except one.
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Q. Aud you made your service ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And returned home?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Without iujury in any way ?—A. Ko, sir.

Q. Were you disturbed ia auy way ?—A. I was interpreted by some
of the lirst crowd that I met very rigidlj-.

WALTER L. HAYXES—AMITE COUNTY.

JacksoNj Miss., June 24, 187G.

Walter L. Haynes sworn and examined.
PERSONAL STATEMENT.

By Mr. Bayard :

Question. Where do you reside ?—Answer. In Amite County, about
four miles above the Mississippi and Louisiana line.

Q. Anywhere in the neighborhood of Eose Hill ?—A. About four
miles from that.

Q. What is your occupation ?—A. I am a farmer.
FRANK POWERS.

Q. Do you know a man by the name of Frank Powers, who lives in

Louisiana ?—A. Yes, sir ; I do.

Q. Is he a white man ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Does he come much into Amite County !—A. IsTo, sir 5 1 think once
or twice, or two or three times.

Q. Do you know what his reputation is in that community as to peace
and good order ?—xi. I think ver^' good, sir.

Q. Do you know whether Powers, to-day, holds any appointment
under the State government of Louisiana *?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. "Vyhat is his office ?—A. Tax-collector of the parish of East Feli-

ciana.

Q. By whom was he appointed ?—A. By Governor Kellogg.

PHILIP HAUGHTON—CHICKASAW COUNTY.

PERSONAL STATEMENT.

Aberdeen, Miss., Ju7ie2G, 1S7G.

Philip Haughton, (colored,) sworn and examined.

By Mr. Cameron :

Question. Where do you reside ?—Answer. At Okolona, Chickasaw

County.
Q. How long have you lived in Chickasaw County ?—A. I have lived

there ever since the surrender.

Q. Where did you live before the surrender !—A. I lived at Ed.

Hau-ghton's, in Monroe.
Q. In Monroe County ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Where were you lor a month or two before the election last fall ?—
A. Well, I was in town there; stayed in town some time.

armed men at the election.

Q. Where were you on election-day !—A. I was on the ground in

town, at the church.
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Q. What did you see there that day ?— A. That day I saw a great
many men with their arms.

Q. "White men ?—A, Yes, sir.

Q. Well, what did they say or do ?—A. They were whooping and
hollering around there, "Boys, get your guns! get your guns!"

—

riding around and hollering.

Q. These white men said this?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. About how many were there on horseback?—A. Eight smart
little coop of them, I can tell you. It kind of looked distressful there,
and I did not have time to count the number present.

Q. You can count some?— A. 1 can count a little, but I could not
make it out that day.

Q. When they said "Boys, get your guns!"' what did the men on
horseback do ?—A. They then came charging down the street.

Q. Were there any colored people there ?—A. Some were at the polls,

and the rest of them was up to the church from where they gave us
orders to go in small squads.

Q. Gave orders to whom; the colored people?—A. Yes, sir,

TUE COLORED PEOPLE RUN WITHOUT VOTING.

Q. When these white men came charging down upon them, what did
the colored people do ?—A. They commenced breaking, and they com-
menced running.

Q. Why did they commence running?—A. Well, they seed them
come charging down with their guns. They did not have any protec-

tion noway, and they thought it was better to be getting out of the way
if they meant what thry said.

Q. You may state whether or not the republicans were frightened
and running away ; tell us all about that.

—

\. That is as much as 1

know abiuit it, because I was not there very long. I was there wheii
they came charging down and raising the alarm, and I got out of the
way. I went to the | oils, but I cleared myself away from there.

Q. Did you see any other colored men get out of the way?—A. O,
yes, sir.

Q. A good many ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you know whether any colored men left without votiug?—A.
Yes, sir; a good deal of them left without voting.

ONE GUN FIRED THROUGH JACK ADAMS'S HAT.

Q. Did you hear any firing at all?—A. Yes, sir; I heard the report
of one gun ; that was on ahead of me as I was leaving—down to the
lower box as 1 was gwine out.

Q. Did you attend any republican meetings before the election ?—A.
O, yes, sir.

Q. How many did you attend ?—A. Every time that they came on and
called the men together.

By ]Mr. Bayard :

Q. Who fired the one gun, Philip?—A. Well, sir, I don't know.
Q. Y^ou heard but one lired?—A. That is all.

Q. Anybody hurt there ?

—

A. They shot a hole through the top of a
man's hat.

Q. Who was he ?—A. Jack Adams.
Q. Anybody injured ?—A. No, sir.

Q. How long were you there ?—A. I was going on behind them and I

overtaken them. That was when they was showing me tbe hat what
was shot there.
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Q. That is all that yon know of the bat being shot !—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you vote that day '?—A. Yes, sir; I put my ticket iu there.

By Mr. Cameron :

Q. Did you vote before the white men came and charged down there ?-
A. They were just about coming when I was coming to the polls.

Q. Was Jack Adams a colored man?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. A republican 1—A. Yes, sir.

E. D. HALL—CHICKASAW COUNTY.

Aberdeen, Miss., June 26, 1S7G.

E. D. Hall, sworn and examined.

PERSONAL RECORD.

By Mr. Cameron :

Question. Where do you reside?—Answer. Okolona, Chickasaw
County.

Q. How long have you resided there?—A. I have resided tbere about
five years—six years since I come into this State: I came iu February,
1870.

Q. Where did you reside before coming to ihis State !—A, I resided
in Milwaukee, Wis.

Q. How long did you reside there ?—A. I had resided there about five

years previous to coming here.

Q. Of what State are you a native-?—A. I am a native of the State of
Vermont. I came from Vermont in 1838 to Wisconsin. I was one of the
first settlers of Wisconsin.

Q. What business are you engaged in at Okolona?—A. I am now
deputy collector of the revenue.

Q. How long have you held that office ?—A. I have held that office

about three years.

Q. What other office, if any, have you held iu this State?—A. The
office of postmaster at Okolona.

Q. How long did you hold that office?—A. About two years.

Q. Wbere were you during the political canvass last fall?—A. I was
in Okolona.

Q. You may state how the canvass was conducted in your county; what
was done?—A. I don't really know much about the canvass in the county,
for I was in the office. I attended two or three republican meetings,
and but two or three. I did not go into the country at all.

THE WHITES ARMED BEFORE ELECTION.

Q. State anything that came under your observation ?—A. W(»ll, I

discovered that there was a good deal of preparation for the election by
the white people, iu supplying themselves with arms, &c.

Q. State what you discovered iu reference to that matter.—A. 1 dis-

covered that they brought iu at one time quite a number of repeating-

rifles, and I understand that they were brought for the white people

there ; that they had made up a fund and got them ; and they were
brought up fi-om the depot and put in the bank, and they were delivered

out from the bank to various individuals iu the village.

Q. White men ?—A. White men
;
yes, sir.
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SCENES AT THE POLLS.

Q. Democrats'?—A. Yes, sir. I was one of the judges of election on
election-day. That is the reason that 1 know about what took place oil

elect ion -day.

Q. Very well
;
go on and state that.—A. I took my place at the polls,

in charge of one of the boxes, and the election was opened quietly and
peaceably, and went on quietly and peaceably all the forenoon ; and
about 1 o'clock, I think, or perhaps a little after 1, we had a recess

to eat lunch. It was brought in to us. There was a large crowd around
in the streets, and a good deal of talking. I did not pay much attention

to it, though. I heard some pretty loud talking, and I went to the door.

1 saw a colored fellow on a horse talking with one or two other colored

men that were horseback; and the rest of the crowd were in the

street. There was a little huddle of colored men right up nest to the

building. About all I heard after I came to the door was that " You
must disperse your men up there in five minutes, or we will be after

you.''

Q. Who said that?—A. Some white men ; I could not tell who said

it. It was said to this man on horseback, this colored fellow, and he
immediately wheeled his horse around and started oft" in the direction

of the colored church. Let me explain a little: I had counseled the

colored men ]iarticnlaiiy previous to this to be very careful on election-

day, and not be around the polls in any great numbers; that they should

come, a few of them, to the polls peaceably and vote, and go right away,
and get out of sight—get away.

NO POWDER SOLD TO REPUBLICANS.

Q. Why did you give them that advice?—A. Because we appre-

hended dilliculty. We knew that the white men wef*e armed in the

town, and we knew that the colored men were not armed; that they

liad no arms, and they had refused for two or three weeks previous to

this time to sell the colored men or a republican a pound of ammunition
of any kind.

Q. The merchants in town?—A. The merchants had. I myself, to

test the matter, went around and tried to buy some ammunition, some
cartridges, tJcc, and I was refused. My son went around al.so, and they

would not sell liim any.

Q. ^Vhat reason did they have for refusing to sell you ammunition ?

—

A. They did not give any reason, only that they had not got any. When
this colored man started back toward the church there was a great deal

of excitement, and I saw Colonel Mcintosh

A WHITE COMPANY IS FORMED AND MARCHES.

Q. Who is he?—xi. Col. Bob Mcintosh; and he said to them, " Fall

in, boys! fall in I God damn it, fall in!" And he walked up and down
on the street, right in the center of the street, and they immediately

formed in company order, of about, I should think, fifteen or twenty

men, armed. 1 took notice of tlieir arms, because a short time

before this there was a number of boxes of State arms stored in a

store-house there belonging to the State, and that had been broken

into and the arms stolen, and it was charged that the colored men had
stolen these arms. I noticed, when they fell in, that about half of them
were armed with these State arms, some of them with bayonets on.

When tliey had got about filteen or twenty men in line, either Colonel

Mcintosh or Tip Noe says, " March !''
; and they marched right up the

street in the direction of the church. 1 stood in the door and seen them

;

and after they left they were falling in from other directions on both
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sides of the street. They went on, I should think, in this way until
there were as many as thirty or forty white men. They marched out of
sight of me, and after they went out of sight—you see I could not see
the church, it was very hilly—I heard firing over there ; and that is

about all I know of that transaction. I then went back to the polls, and
after a while we went to voting, and they came back. I did not see
them when they did come back ; and I do not know what took place up
there, only from report.

IT FIRES VOLLEYS AND THE COLORED PEOPLE EUN.
Q. You may state the reports.—A. My son was at home at his house,

which was in sight of the church; and when he heard the firing he
went into the upper part where he could look out, and said he saw them
going for the church ; that there was 100 or 200, perhaps, there.

Q. Colored people f—A. Colored people. They were gathered to-

gether there to keep out of the way, and were lying around on the
grass, and there was some in the building, though most of them were
out of doors. There were some women and children there. They
were eating their lunch, some of them, and some were at leisure, &c.
When these men came in sight, why they began to fire their volleys, anil

the black people began to run ; and he says it reminded him of a dog's
going into a flock of sheep ; they ran in every direction for the woods
just as fast as they could run.

Q. What effect, if any, did that demonstration have in driving the

colored peopleaway and preventing them from voting f—A. Itfrightened
them so that they did not dare to come to the polls. There was a little

huddle of people right arownd the polls when this thing took place, and
part of them had not voted; but a part of them came in and voted
afterward; but I have no doubt that some ran away and did not vote

at all, for after that happened a few came and voted, and then there

was no colored men around any more.

RELATIVE PROPORTION OF THE VOTERS.

Q. What are the relative numbers of white and colored people in

your county ?—A. It is about equally divided ; there are about as many
colored men as white men. There is a majority of republicans, white
republicans and colored republicans, in the county.

Q. Who was elected to the legislature last year ?—A. I don't remem-
ber now; I ain't took any thought about the election since.

Q. Do you know whether a democrat or a republican was elected ?

—

A. A democrat was elected, of course. The republicans did not elect

anything.

WHAT OVERTON HARRIS SAID ABOUT DEMOCRATIC PLANS.

Q. The democrats elected the whole ticket?—A. Yes, sir; they elected

everything. It is well understood, and it is not denied by any intelli-

gent white man there, that they intended to carry the election. Over-

ton Harris, one of the wealthiest men living in the county, was in to our

place a few days ago, and was describing the matter to me, and says he,

" Why, we calculated to carry the election. We expected to carry the

election. It had got to be carried. If men had got to be killed, they

had to be killed. We could not submit to this nigger rule any longer.

We were bound to carry the election."

Q. Is he a leading democrat of the county ?—A. He is a strong demo-

crat, but he is not so active as some. He is a very old man and a very

active man for his age, and is doing one of the largest planting businesses

of any man in the county, and a very wealthy man, and he represents

the sentiment of the democratic party.
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TREATMENT OF NORTHERN EMIGRANTS.

Q. Have many Northern emigrants come into that country ?—A. No,
sir ; there is not oueqaarter as many as there was when I came six years
ago.

Q. Why have they left?—A. Because they were ignored and ostra-

cized and cut off from any social or any other enjoyments or i^rivileges.

Q. For what reason were they ostracized ?—A. Because they were
republicans.

Q. Not on account of not being men of good character ?—A. Not on
account of being good citizens. I came down, my son and I, for the pur-

pose of planting, or farming, as we call it North. We bought a farm
and we went on there, quiet and peaceable, and were entire strangers in

the country. We minded our own business and attended to our own
affairs, said nothing about politics, took no part in politics, nor anything
else, and we were just as much alone as though we had been in Kam-
tschatka. There was not a white man came into my house in three
months. They paid no more attention to us than as though we were
negroes.

Q. Is it generally so with persons from the North ?—A. It was more
so at that time than it is now with us, because I have been there now
so long I have got well acquainted with everybody, being in the post-

office, and minding my own business, and having no difficulty with any-
body, and now 1 get along very well. There are a great many people
that are social with us and treat us kindly. I have a daughter that
has married down bere since I came, and that has kind of took the
wire-edge ofi a little, perhaps, and we are recognized a little more ou
that account. She married a Southern man.

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. You came there six years ago ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. How long were you engaged in planting there ?—A. I went there
in I'\'bruary, and we raised our crop and staid there until fall, and
then, when we sold our cotton, we sold our farm and expected to leave the
country

;
picked up some of our things and expected to leave as we did

not like the state of allairs; but at that time the people in this country
were disl'ranchised and many could not hold office, and the post-office

M'as held by a woman there, and it was very badly managed, and there
was some lew that had got acquainted with me wanted that I should
take the post-office there, and I was induced to take it; and my sou he
went into the revenue-oflice ; and we have staid. That is the reason
why we have staid.

Q. You then became postmaster one year after you got there ?—A.
Y'"es, sir.

Q. How long was it before your son became revenue collector ?—A.
I don't recollect, but I think about a year or a year and a half.

Q. Before you got your office ?—A. No; I don't know; he had got
into the revenue office ; he went in as a clerk in the first place, and I

don't recollect exactly when he went in.

Q. Y'ou are his deputy '!—A. No ; my son and myself are both depu-
ties ot Colonel Shattuck, the collector.

Q. Who was injured in this tiring at the negro church ?—A. I don't

think there was anybody hurt ; I don't think they intended to hurt any-

body if they could avoid it.

Q. iJow old a man is Mr. Overton Harris?—A. He is pretty near
seventy years old, I think.
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BLACKS REFUSED WORK UNLESS THEY VOTED THE DEMOCRATIC TICKET.

By Mr. Cameron :

Q. Do you know auytbing of planters or I'armers there threatening
to discharge their hands unless they voted the democratic ticket ?—A.
I never heard them do it, but I have heard of it. A great many colored
men have told me that they were told that they must leave ; and there
is one colored man that has now started, yesterday moruing, for Oxford,
summoned there as a witness before the grand jury. He is a represeut-
jjtive man and a very good man ; one of the best workers we have got
anywhere. He had been on a plautation for a number of years, and
there was a large number of hands on that plantation and around there.

The white men they got together and passed a resolution that they
would not em pi 03" any colored men that voted the republican ticket.

He started and went around on the Mississippi bottom to see if he could
not find places for them ; and he did find places, and went with two
loads—twenty-eight of them down, 1 think, he told me yesterday, to

the Mississippi bottom ; and he also, I think, found some of them places

up near where I live with a very good man that is a neighbor there to

me. There were a good many that were driven off; they would not
have them because they voted the republican ticket.

ISAAC LUCAS—CHICKASAW COUNTY.

Aberdeen, Miss., June 26, 1876.

personal statement.

Isaac Lucas (colored) sworn and examined.

By Mr. Cameron :

Question. Where do you live?—Answer. I live in Chickasaw County.

Q. How long have you lived there !—A. I have lived there, as near as

I can come at it, about 8 or 10 years.

Q. Where did you live before you went to Chickasaw?—A. I moved
out of Monroe into Chickasaw.

Q. Out of this county ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Where were you the night before the election last fail?—A. I was
at home.

democrats run people from their houses at nioht.

Q. Go on and tell us what you saw that night.—A. Well, sir, the

night before the election they were running the people from their houses.

Q. Who were?—A. The opposite party, the democratic party.

Q. How did they do it?—A. Well, sir, they done it by slipping to

their homes with arms, and going in and searching; and they put out

threatening that they allowed to kill all the radicals; they allowed to

have this election or wade in blood.

Q. Did yon hear these threats yourself?—A. Yes, sir; I heard these

threats myself.

Q. Who made them?—A. Well, sir, a Mr. Carlisle is the one that

made them.
Q. What is his first name ?—A. Lawyer Carlisle, a lawyer in Okoloma.

threats to carry the election or wade in blood.

Q. What did you hear him say?—A. He said they allowed to have

this election ; that they allowed to carry this election or wade in blood;

they allowed to do it.
'
All the men said that Mr. Bob Mcintosh made

9 miss
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sucb expressions as that. I heard them, and frequently we could hear
the men on the streets there talking that way, and 1 did not know wiio
they were.

Q. You heard other white men make such threats?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. You say you heard a good many other white men !—A. Yes, sir

;

but I don't know who they were. They were standing about in squads
talking. It seemed that they wanted the black people to get the threats
of what they intended to do.

Q. The night before the election were the men that you have spoken
of as visiting the colored men, on horseback ?—A. They were horseback,
riding out in the country and all around town, and running the people
from their homes.

Q. Were they armed ?—A. Yes. sir; armed with pistols and guns;
shooting and going on with a mighty outrage fuss.

Q. Did they^ay what would happen if the colored people voted the
republican ticket ?—A. They said they would kill them, and they could
not stay in the country.

i}. Did they sjieak that out loud ?—A. Yes, sir
; they spoke that out.

I heard these remarks made opeid^'.

REPUBLICAN BLACKS DISCHARGED.

Q. Do you know of any colored people being discharged from planta-
tions because they would not vote tlie democratic ticket?—A. Well,
Harry Hill ran them out of his ; but after the election was over he per-

suaded some of them to come back, and some of them, I think, did go
back.

Q. How many colored men did he discharge?—A. There was Mose
and one fellow they called IJurrell JBonney.

Q. About how many in all l—A. There was two left, and the women.
Now, 1 knowed that. 1 <lon't know how many more did leave ; but they
said they run them all oil"; but I know that two left, and the women.

EFFECT OF THREATS OF DISCHARGE.

Q. Was it generally understood by the colored people that unless they
voted the democratic ticket, or did not vote at all, that they would be
discharged from the ])lace where they were at work ; what was the un-

derstanding about that <lown there?—A. Well, sir, the general under-
standing was this, that if they voted the republican ticket they should
run them away from the place and give them no occupation at all. That
was the general understanding, and the general thing a good many of

them said was, "Well, if I vote they w-ill run me off, and I will lose all

my labor;" and that was the general thing.

Q. What effect did that have on the colored people; did it keep them
from voting, and did it cause some of them to vole the democratic
ticket?—A. It kept some from voting, and some would try and attempt
to vote; endeavor to go to the i)olls and vote anyway ; and some would
Dot vote at all on account of losing their labor,

Q. Do you think that many colored people were frightened so that

they were good democrats— are they democrats down there, the colored

l)eople, any of them ?—A. I will say this : Tliete is some of them over-

suaded to go with them, you know; and then others that did not want
to go with them, but they tried to force them with them, you know.

THE WITNESS HAD A NIGHT VISIT.

Q. Did these men who were riding around, as you have stated, go into

your house?—A. Yes, sir; alter the election, Tuesday night, they came
and scared my wife and children mighty near to death, and I ran out
and ran under the house myself. That was Tuesday night.
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Q. How man men came U> your bouse ?—A. As near as I can give

—

I could not say zactly liow many men, but there was six or seven ; some-
whv re in that neigbborbood.

Q. Wbat did tbey say or do wben tbey came to your bouse?—A. I
was laying on tbe bed wben tbey came tbere, and 1 beard somebody
coming, and I asked my boy to go to tbe window and see wbo wascoming.
It was ratber dark and be could not see ; and as be was looking out of
tbe window be said, "Here tbey come, rigbt bere in tbe yard;" and
tbey came rigbt to tbe door and lunged against it just like tbey were
going to bust it open. Wben tbej^ done tbat T jumped up myself and
ran out and went under tbe bouse myself. Wben I got under tbe bouse
tbey saw me, and one man went into tbe bouse and searched tbe house,
and the others made me come out from under the house; and tbey says,
" W^bo is this ?" and I says, " Itis Isaac Lucas.'' Says tbey, " Well, we
don't want you ; we are hunting for somebody else." Says 1, " Well, yon
followed me about and tried to bust in my door, and, after the threat-

ening that has been, I thought how you come to take my life, after I

heard so many threats." Said he, " No, go back, yon ain't going to be
hurt ; we are after some person else."

Q. Did they tell you whom they were after ?—A. No, sir, they did

not tell me.
THE ARMED MEN ON ELECTION DAY.

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. Was Mr. Carlisle and Mr. Bob Mcintosh on horseback and armed
;

did you see them among these i)eople?—No, sir; 1 did not see them
horseback and armed.

Q. Where did you hear them making these statements, Isaac!—A.
On tbe street.

Q. Did they make them to you ?—A. They made them, sir, rigbt in my
presence.

Q. Who were tbey talking to?—A. To tbe colored people ; to men that

tbey knew and to other men in their presence for them to get their voice.

Q. Mr. Harry Hill you say discharged some men ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Wbat did yon say about bis trying to persuade them to return?

—

A. After the election was over he persuaded Mose—Mose Wheeler,
Ihey call bim; 1 think Mose Wheeler; at any rate it was "Mose;" I

don't know whether he got Bonney back or not.

Q. Did he try to persuade other men to come back or not?—A. I

don't know whether he did or not.

Q. You say that neither Mcintosh nor Carlisle were among these

armed people?—A. I did not see them.
Q. How many armed mounted men did you ever see there together

during this last canvass?—A. I saw, I recollect, as near as I can come
at it, about thirty men ; may be a little more.

Q. Where and when ?—A. They were marching right over the town,

right over to tbe church where the black people were all, and they

were coming' down in columns to get a chance at tbe box; and tbey

marched right up the main street, right west to the church
;
and when

tbey marched up over there I heard their guns shoot twice.

Q. How do you mean—two guns shot ?—A. I heard the voice- of two
re])orts.

Q. Was anybody hurt ?—A. No, sir, nobody wa'n't hurt from these

guns ; but tbere was a bole shot in a fellow's hat—I didn't see that thing.

Q. Do you know who shot his hat ?—A. No, sir.

(^ Dicfyou known tbe mau whose hat was shot ?—A. Yes, sir, I know
him well.
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ISAAC BELL-CHICKASAW COUNTY.
^

Aberdeen, Miss., June 26, 1876.

PERSONAL STATEMENT.

Isaac Bell (colored) sworu and examined.

By the Chairman :

Question. Where do you live ?—Answer. In Chickasaw County, in

the town ofOkolona.
Q. How long have you lived there?—A. I have lived there seven

years, going- on eight.

Q. What do you do ?—A. Well, sir, I farms. I have been farming on
one place there, called Captain Moore's place, Allen Moor6's place—for

six years in succession.

Q. Doyou own any land?—A. I own a small lot in town, about three-

quarters of an acre, 1 reckon,

Q. The land you cultivate you rent?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you take any part in the election last fall ?—A. Y^'es, sir.

REPUBLICAN TICKETS TAKEN FROM COLORED MEN AND DEMOCRATIC
TICKETS VOTED.

Q. What part did you take, and what do you know of the proceed-
ings?—A. I was ai)pointed by the republicans living in the town of
Okalona, and by the mayor of the town, as a policeman to tend the

(dection during the day. I seed a fraud that was practiced upon the
election.

Q. What was it?—A. I seed men take tickets away from other men
and 1 seed armed men come rallying around the ballot-box from up
above the grave-yard down to the lower box, and scattering men who was
fixing the votes. I seed the other column whi(;h left from down there

went u}) to a place near the Baptist church, in Okolona, perhaps may
be a quarter of a mile, and jx'rhaps a little farther, and ran these men
away from there what was there, and who wanted to go down and vote.

Q. Who were the men you saw taking the tickets away from the

other men ?—A, Well, I saw one man that 1 asked what his name was,

and they called hin) 'Sir. Suoddy, 1 think.

Q. From wliom did he take the tickets?—A. Two colored men; I

could not lind out who they were. I inquired a long time, but I could
not find out who they were ; but he took two tickets away from these

two colored men, and gave them two democratic tickets, and I watched
him and seed him shove them along up to the box, and he staid there

until they voted them tickets.

Q. Did jou hear him say anything to them?—A. I heard him ask
them what sort of tickets they had, and they did not care about show-
ing them to him ; and he said, "What sort of tickets yon got ?" and they
told him that they had the republican ticket. He says, "Let's see;"

and he i)nlled one man's hand out of his pocket that he had his ticket

in, and told him that that was not the ticket ho had to vote ; and then
he did the same thing with the other man, and he gave them a demo-
crat tieket and told them that that was the ticket that they must vote.

I watched him particularly—stood and looked at him. He got them two
men right before him and carried them right on to the ballot-box, and
never let them away until they voted that ticket.

Q. Did you see Mr. ynoddy with any other colored men that day?

—
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A. Yes, sir ; I seen him go up to another crowd, but I could not tell

whether he taken that crowd or not ; but I only speak of what 1 knew.
I did see him take these tickets awaj- and give them two persons demo-
crat tickets.

MEN DRIVEN FROM THE POLLS.

Q, You spoke about seeing some men driven away from the polls'?

—

A. Yes. sir
;
I saw the police right at the polls.

Q. Who were the men that w^re engaged in that and what did they
do?—A. Well, sir, some of them was my iriends and iriends of the
white republicans. 1 will tell you just exactly who these was. One of
them was the man I live with, Captain Moore, a Iriend of mine, and has
been for the last six years. Me and him always got along like brothers

;

and another was Mr. Carlisle, and another was Mr. Porter, another
friend of mine, and Mr. Tip Noe, and Mr. Mcintosh—he did not have no
gun, but he was general of the crowd.

Q. Is he a lawyer there?—A. Yes, sir; Lawyer Mcintosh—Robert
Mcintosh.

Q. Anybody else?—A. I saw two of Widow Van's sons, that are just
alike so I don't know them apart—Professor Poor, who is a Baptist, and
he cursed me; and that's the'reason that I looked at him good. For he
is a man of the same church I was in, and going along and cursing me.

Q. What did they do?—A. They came on up the street.

Q. By the way, did they have any arms?—A. O, yes, sir.

now THE COMPANIES WERE ARMED.

Q. What sort of arms ?—A. There was about two companies of them.
One company had thirty-two-shooters they said ; and one company had
double-barreled shot-guns, with wire-twist—buck-shot ; and the other
company had these Enfield guns.

Q. How many were there of these men altogether ?—A. I reckon there

was sixty or sixty-five.

Q. In all ?—A. In all.

Q. What did they do ?—A. They came on up the street shooting.

COLORED VOTERS RUN.

Q. Shooting tlieir guns?—A. Yes, sir; three of the guns was fired,

and that drawed the men's attention—those who was starting down to

the ballot-box; and I told them that they had better go away; that

they would get shot. When they commenced shooting these men
started to run, and headed right toward Mr. Tucker's. 1 reckon there

was about one hundred in that squad.

Q. W^ere they colored men?—A. Yes, sir; all colored men there.

Tijey run up toward Mr. Tucker's, and some police met them around
at tiie corner, and tried to get them to go back to the ballot-box; and
they said they would not; that they could not lose their lives on account

of voting: and they could not get them back.

These men sent word to them that they would give them five minutes

to get away from there, and if they did not that they would kill them
right there.

now THE ARMED COMPANIES ACTED.

Q. What was the object of that; do you know anything about it?

—

A. Yes, sir; a man named Houston, and at the same time a boy by the

name of Henry Anderson in town there, and Mr. Noe, and Mr. Pollard,

came down there ; Mr. Pollard had one of those shooters that shoots

cartridges, about thirty-two shots. 1 reckon. They came down there and
asked Henry Anderson what was these men doing there. Henry tohl

them that the men there wanted to keep out of the way and keep them
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from raising any disturbance with tbem until they coukl get a chance

to vote. He went off and Houston followed Lira on down. He went
down and told Mr. Mcintosh—so Houston says—that there was three

hundred niggers there. Mr. Mcintosh said at that time—1 never heard
Mr, Mcintosh say this, but this is what Houston says

Q. Who is Houston f—A. Houston Farrish [or Parrish.] He said, "That
won't do boys

;
get your guns !" and they got their guns. I met them with

their guns right on the plank walk; and Mr. Xoe said to me, " God
damn you, you ain't attending to your business." I said to him, " I am
a policeman and my business is all over the town to attend to this elec-

tion." Says he, " Go on and tend to your business." I said, " I thought
I was tending to my business." I went on and I met another man who
was behind this squad, and he poked his gun up in my breast and said

to me, " God damn you, what have you got your melish out here for f
I did not say anything, and I walked on down the street to the ballot-

box, and when I got there there was several citizens asked me, " What
shall we dof I said, ''Try to vote if you can." By the tin)e I got

down there 1 heard another yell, and I looked across toward the grave-

yard and seed this cavalry (company coming in. They came right down
by Colonel Carlisle's liouse, yelling and waving their guns as they rode
by the upper ballot-b<»x, and rode on down to the other box, and these
men that was there commencing to vote, they broke and run.

Q. Who broke and ran '.—A. The colojed men.

THE VOTING SQUASHED UP.

Q. How many were in that lot ?—A. Ther«' were about ten light there,

crowding at the polls to get in, and they broke and run when this cav-

alry went by there waving their guns and hurrahing, and they went
home. So tliat s(]uashcd up all the voting there, and 1 went home alter

all the voters wen^ scpiandered. It seemed like they came there lor a
legular battle, and I did not stay any longer than I thought it was
necessary tor me to stay.

Q. Did you hear anything said at any time by white men about car-

rying the election ?—A. Yes, sir, 1 did.

THREAT OF "FAIR 3IEANS IF WE CAN, BUT WE ARE pOUND TO HAVE
IT ANYHOW.'

Q. What was it ?—A. I heard this gentleman, ]Mr. Moore—he says to

me the night before the election— I worked there on his place, and that
night he called me oif aside and asked me what way was I gwine to

vote. I says, "Captain, I never fools anybody ; 1 always have voted
the republican ticket, and I never have voted a scratche<l ticket in my
lite. All the fighting I does in the republican i)arty is to tight the ticket

before the nominations is made ; but after the nominations is made, all

my tight is gone." He says, " Now, 1 will not ask you to vote with me,
but you just go off and have nothing at all to do with the election." I

says "Well, captain, I can't do that." He says, " Well, I think it is

best for you, because we are agwine to have this election ; we mean to
get it by fair means if we can, but we are bound to have it anyhow."
It seemed to me there was an understanding betwixt him and I\ir. Car-
lisle, for I seed I\Ir. Carlisle the next morning, and he asked me what
Mr. Moore had said to me. 1 told him that he liad told me not to have
anything to do with the election. He says, " He gave you mighty good
advice. You had better go off'. If I was you, I would not liave any-
thing to do with the election." We talked together, and after a while' I

told him, says I, "Now, Mr. Carlisk% 1 always tries to be honest with
everybody

; if you ever see me vote a ticket to-day, it will be a rei)ub-

licau ticket;" just that, and he went off' and left me.

I

I
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ONE HUNDRED AND TEN 70TEES RUN OFF.

By Mr. Cameron :

Q. How many cavalry were there?—A. It seems to me like there was
about 25 or 30 cavalry.

Q. Were they armed ?—A. All of them had guns but one. I looked
at that one good, and I wondered what he came for. He had a mule,
and did not have any gun.

Q. How many colored voters were driven away by these military pro-
ceedings?—A. Well, I suppose—I think, sir, there was near 100 men that
run away from the ui)per place where they was, to keep from being intimi-

dated j
there might have been more; and to my knowledge there was

ten or twelve that ran right away from the box that I was at, not saying
anything about the lower, box. I don't know what left there. In my
judgment, there was 110 men run from these two places, I have estimated,
thiit did not have a chance to vote at all.

Q. Have you talked with any colored men since and inquired whether
they voted or not?—A. O, yes, sir ; I have inquired of a great many of
them.

Q. What have they told you?—A. They told me that they could not
vote ; that they could not lose their lives to vote. I knew men right

there at that time that never has failed to vote, and they did not vote
because they were feared that they would get killed right there.

COLORED PEOPLE NOT ARMED.
By the Chairman :

Q. Were the colored people armed or not?—A. ISIo, sir; they were
not armed.

Q. Do you know about the colored people in your county, to what
extent they have arms, own pistols or guns ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. What do you say about that?—A. Them people has got less arms,
I reckon, than anj' that is anywhere around. We have always charged
them to come quietly and i^eaceably, and I always have been a kind of

leader in the republican party. I told them, " Now, men, these men
don't want nothing but just one fire; I don't care whether you shoot at

them or not, they will kill you dead ; no use- to talk about it.''

ABOUT THE STATE " IMELISH."

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. Have you held any other office than this of policeman under the

mayor?—A. No, sir; I was appointed by Governor Ames as captain of

the nielish, and that is what a great many of them had against me.

Q. When were you appointed by Governor Ames ?—A. By this last

legislature that went out.

Q. Had you raised a company?—A. No, sir; I had not raised my
company.

Q. Had you any company organized when you were appointed ?—A.

No, sir.

Q. Did he send you a commission ?—A. I received a letter from the

legislature advising that I was appointed a captain over the melish.

Q. Did you never enroll a company ?—A. No, sir.

Q. Did you speak to them about getting a company up?—A. I did

say once or twice that we were authorized to get up a company of me-

lish, and we were trying to organize. I reckon I got about twenty

names, but after that order was countermanded—by some means or

other—I disbanded them.

Q. Did you get any arms ?—A. No, sir
;
got no arms at all.
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Q. Any arms seut up there to theslieriff by auybody else !—A. There
were some arms sent there some three years before, when we started to

get up a melish ; and they thought that it was raising animosity, and
the colored ])e()ple in our county never will do nothing that they think

will raise riuimosity. We desire to live ini)eace and harmony up there,

and whenever we start anything and weliud it is doing harm we stop it.

We started a militia about three years before that.

Q. Where were you when the polls opened that day ?—A. I was right

down at the polls.

Q. Was the election opened just as usual?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. IIow long did it go along quietly?—A. There was no disturbance,

only men persuaded, up until about 3 o'clock, 1 reckon.

HOW A COLORED MAN WAS VOTED.

Q. You say you saw men taking tickets and voting men !—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did they do it by just going up and giving them their ticket f Was
it done iu a good-natured way ?—A. No, sir. He asked them, "Let me
see your ticket ;"' and the n)an hesitated to show his ticket, you know,
and he taken hold of the man and pulled his hand out of his pocket,

and the man had a republican ticket m his hand; and he told him tliat

that was not the ticket he was to vote. I think to my judgment that

he forced the man to vote the ticket that he desired him to vote.

Q. Did he use any force to him or threaten him—use any arms or

anything of that kind?—A. No, sir; 1 did not see him use none of

that. Now, people don't need as much as that to give up anything.

By Mr. Cameron:

Q. They don't need any threats?—A. Dou't need any threatening to

give up anything.

By Mr. Bayard:
Q. How nmu}' people were around the polls then ?—A. At the lower

polls I suppose there were about thirty or forty people around at that

time.

Q. How many white and black?—A. They were mixed u\) well.

Q. Who was this man you saw taking tickets from these men ?—A.
Mr. Snoddy. That was what they told me his name was. 1 inquired

about it.

Q. Was he a man you knew ?—A. I knew his face, but 1 did not
know his name: he is a man that always comes to Okolona.

Q. How long did this election go along quietly that day ?—A. Well,
if you call that disquietly—do you call that quiet ?

ABOUT the firing.

Q. I was not there and I did not see it.—A. It went on in that way
until about 3 o'clock.

Q. And then what happened at 3 o'clock ; what was the first thing

you saw that made a disturbance ?—A. Tlie first that I heerd that

made a disturbance was the firing of that gun. I did not see any-

thing until I heerd that, and when 1 heerd the firing of the gun then it

caused me to look, and 1 seed it.

Q. Who fired that gun f—A. I seed the smoke out of the foremost
rank. I don't know who fired it.

Q. How far ofi' from you was it?—A. I suppose when they fired that

gun they was about as far Irom me as from here to the well right out
here.

Q. One hundred yards?—A. I suppose a little over one hundred
yards.
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Q. As far as across the street?—A. About eight times as far as across
the street.

Q. About two huDtlred yards ?—A. I suppose so.

Q. What people did that firiug come from—what company?—A. It

come from the foremost company.
Q. And tbat company was a company of white men and democratics?

—

A. Yes, sir.

Q. How many of them ?—A. I suppose there were about fifty, per-

haps, of that company. You remember I told you about another little

squad I met after that ; and after that I met a squad of cavalry.

Q. How many in the cavalry—twenty-five or thirty ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And what other infantry company?—A. A little, small crowd

—

Professor Poor-;

A BAPTIST clergyman's REMARK.
Q. Is he a Baptist clergyman ?—A. Y'es, sir.

Q, And was he the one that swore at you as he passed by?—A. He
told me to take off my badge. He said, " If you don't take off that red
ribbon, damn you, your head will be on the ground."

Q. Was Lawyer Carlisle in that squad ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Was Mr. Mcintosh ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Was Mr. Pollard ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. They were in a little squad by themselves?—A. No, sir; they
were in the main body of sixty. Professor Poor was in that little squad
behind the others ; it seems he did not get his gun in time.

Q. Did you, or did you not, see some colored men on horseback iu

front of the polls that day before this company came up ?—A. Yes, sir.

A SOLITARY HORSEMAN.

Q. H(jw many ?—A. I seed one.

Q. One man on horseback?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. You say there was but one ?—A. I did not see but one.

Q. You must tell what you saw.—A. That is all I saw.

Q. Was there ajiy difficulty between that colored man and anybody
in the crowd?—A. Yes, sir ; but I did not see the difiiculty. I did not

get there in time to see the difdculty, but I heard about it. This boy,

Henry Anderson, was on a horse, and went down there to ask them
what way would they want the black people to vote. They came up
there every once iu a while and asked what was they up there for.

Q. Who*^ asked ?—A. Mr. Pollard and Mr. Tip Koe ; and they came
up there grumbling several times. It seems like they wanted to raise

a disturbment. Henry went dowu and asked them what way would

they wish the colored voters to vote; "Any way that you says I will

have them come and vote that way;" and Pollard charged his gnu
and set out to kill this Henry, and Mr. Savage Clulbrd seized the

gun. Houston said that he presented the gun at Henry, and would

have killed him if Mr. Oluford had uot taken the gun. I saw them
turning about iu the street.

Q. Who was that man who tried to take Pollard's gun from, him ?—
A. Mr. Savage Cluford. This Henry asked me to go back and scatter

these men. He says, " These men will kill them it we don't get them
away from there." I v.-ent up there as fast as 1 could go, and before I

got there and came back to the box again they commenced that diffi-

culty.

JACKSON ADAMS'S HAT AGAIN.

Q. Who was hurt by this shooting?—A. A man by the name of

Jackson Adams was not hurt, but he came very near getting killed ; he
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had a bat just like tbis one [a bigb-crowued black felt hat] and he had
a sbot put tbrougb his hat.

Q. Did that come from the shot you heard first, or from tbose tbat

came afterward !—A. From the sbot I beard from the frout company.

Q. What shot did you hear after that "?—A. I heard two or tbree

shots.

Q. Where was the shooting?—A. In tbe ranks.

Q. At whom ?—A. I don't know who they were shooting at.

Q. Jackson Adams's hat was bit by the first gun you heard ?—A. I

don't know wbether by the first one.

Q. I thongbt you said that tbe first shot you beard must bave gone
through Jackson's hat?—A. 1 said I heard only three shots; one of

tbose sbots went through Jackson's bat.

Q. Did any of these shots hit anybody ?—A. No, sir ; I don't think

none of tbern shots hit anybody ; never heard any one say anything
that anybody was hit.

Q. Did you see anybody injured there that day in their person ?—A.

No, sir, no more than what I have said to you about running from the

polls.

Q. Tbat is not personal injury?—A. No, sir; not violently used iu

any way.
Q. Were you at any otber polls during tbe day than this one?—A. I

was at botb of tbe polls ; went from one to tbe other.

Q. Anytbing bai)pen around tbe other one ?—A. No, sir; only I saw
some strange talking down at tbe lower i)olls. Where these men ran

away from tbem was at the upper polls, at the mayor's office. 1 was
not there tben.

W. E. W'EDDELL—CHICKASAW COUNTY.

Aberdeen, Miss., June 26, 1876.

PERSONAL RECORD.

W. E. Weddell sworn and examined.

By Mr. Cameron :

Question. W^bere do you reside?—Answer. I reside in Okolona,

Chickasaw County, Mississippi.

Q. Of w bat State are you a native ?—A. Of Virginia.

Q. How long have you resided iu Mississippi ?—A. About sixteen

years.

Q. Did you take any part in the late civil war; and, if so, in wbat
capacity ?—A. 1 went out at the commencement and remained to the

end.

Q. In the confederate army?—A. Yes, sir; in the confederate army.

Q. Wbat position, if any, did you hold?—A. I went out as a private

and returned as a lieutenant.

Q. Wbat is your occupation now ?—A. I am now editor of the Prairie

News, publisbed at Okolona.
Q. How long have you edited tbat ?—A. Well, sir, I have been edit-

ing tbat since 1809; tbe spring, 1 think, of 1800.

Q. Where were you during tbe political canvass preceding the elec-

tion in your county "I—A. In Okolona.
Q. Did you take any part in tbe canvass?—A. Y'es, sir; up to the

middle of October. I was tben stricken with neuralgia of the eye, and
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had this left eye closed; aud from that time ou I took uo part iu the
canvass. I never got well until about the 1st of December.

Q. Where were you on election-day !—A. I was at my residence in
the town of Okolona.

Q. Did you, during the canvass or ou election -day, see any military
companies in the streets of your town ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. You may state what you saw iu relerence to those companies.

—

A. As I said a minute ago, I was attacked with neuralgia of the eye
aud was confined at my house ; and while I was in my room my servant-
girl came running iu and said they were fighting down town.

ARMED MEN AT THE ELECTION.

Q. When was that ?—A. It was the day of the election
; I think about

1 o'clock, as near as 1 can recollect ; and just about that time 1 heard
a tremendous whooping and hollering, and I went on my back gallery
facing the main street, and as I got there I saw a military company
marching from behind the buildings passing up the street, going west.

Q. White men ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Were they armed ?—A. Y'es, sir ; they all had arms, every one of
them, and were marching at shoulder arms.

Q. About how many were in that company ?—A. As near as I could
guess from where I was, I should say there were thirty, perhaps thirty-

five, may be forty. They passed on up to a house, and some one came
out. I think it was Mr. Carlisle's reskleuce, aud he came out and said
something to them which I couldn't understand—I was too far oft—aud
they took off their hats and gave two or three shouts and then passed
on up the street toward the colored Baptist church, and presently I

heard a gun go off, and afterward I understood that they shot through
a colored man's hat, but did not hurt him otherwise than shooting him
through his hat. They passed on out to the church, and I couldn't see

any more; but I understood that they scattered them. In the mean
time they, the colored people, were scattered all over the country, just
running iu every direction. I saw a good mauy come up through my
lot and through other lots adjoining.

Q. These colored men who had been at the colored church ?—A. Xo,
sir ; they had been down street where the polls were ; they were run-

ning toward Tallibonela Bottom, about a mde north of the town. What
they did at the church I don't know only from hearsay.

Q. Did you see a cavalry company in the town the same day ?—A.
Yes, sir.

Q. State what you know with reference to that company.—A. To the

best of my recollection, about fifteen or twenty minutes, and it may
have been a little longer, after the passage of the military company
west on the main street, I heard again a very loud noise, whoopiug aud
hollering, and went again on my back gallery, and just about that time

there was a cavalry company came iu iu their shirt-sleeves, and whoop-
iug and hollering and swinging their guns about, coming in at full

speed, and rushing up the main street toward the colored people that

had congregated in the mean time on the main street; and there was
another stampede took place in the same direction, toward Tallibonela

Bottom.
EFFECT OF THEIR ACTS.

Q. What effect did that military display have, if any, in scattering

the colored people and preventing them from voting !—A. The colored

people knew nothing about the military, aud when they came rushing

iu, hearing these reports—there was a very large number of theui—they
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scattered for self-protection. The air was full of reports and various
kinds of rumors.

Q. State generally wbat those reports were.—A. Tliey were that they
would not be permitted to vote, and if they attempted to vote they
would be killed. I also saw some men riding up on the same street that
I live on about that time—a military company [)assiug up the street rid-

ing at full speed. Each one had a rille, and they were going toward the
colored Baptist church. I heard that they went to the church and
searched around there

; but I didn't hear that they committed any dep-
redations about the church.

THE STATE ARMS SEIZED.

Q. Do you know of any State arms having been received at that
town ; and, if so, what was done with them f—A. Yes, sir ; there were
four cases of State arnjs, to the best of my recollection, shipped there
in 1873 by Gov<nnor Powers, now ex-governor. It was for the purpose,
as I understood then, of organizing the militia. Two cases were depos-
ited in a grocery-store belonging to E. M. Walker. I think it was, per-
haps, three weeks before the election that these cases were taken out
and carried down on another street back of a brick warenouse in a gul-

ley. The path that 1 travel home every day when I go to my meals
passes through this gulley ; and I found the cases the next morning
lying in this gulley. The cases were l)ursted open and the guns all gone.
Well, 1 saw Colonel Shattuck, tiK internal-revenue collector there, and
told him about those arms being taken out, and advised him to write to
General Packer, the adjutant-general of the State, and tell him that
the guns had been taken out and that he ought to collect them uj) ; that
I didn't think either party had any right to them, and they ought to be
taken care of; and he did wiite to General Packer, but General Packer
never paid any attention to them, and the guns were never collected up.
Those guns I understood—now, I don't say this myself—were seen on the
streets and belonged to that military company that marched up the
street that day.

Q. Was it or not reported that they had been stolen by the colored
l^eople?—A. That was the report that they first put out ; that the store
was broken into and the guns taken out, and it was supposed to have
been done by the colored ])eople ; but any one that saw the store and
the way the doors were fixed knew it was impossible to break into the
store and get them out witlnnit somebody knowing it ; and the doors
were not injured or anything of the kind. About that time they re-

ceived— I don't recollect how many cases of repeatingrilles. They were
brought from the depot and (lei»()sited in the Okoioua Savi)igs-Bank,
and from there the ])arties to whom they belong, d came down and took
them out the next day, I think, alter they were received. 1 don't know
whether they were the Winchester rifle or what they were, but they
were a repeating-rifie.

REGISTEATION-PAPEKS TAKEN FROM THE BLACKS.

Q. What, if anything, do you know or have you heard in reference to
armed men taking registration-certilicates away from colored voters?

—

A. Well, sir, all that I know about that is from what others have told
me. .ludge Pollard, who was formerly chancellor of the district in which
I live, was one of the judges of election at Houston, the county-seat of
the county of Chickasaw. I tiiink that he said that he took a memo-
randum of them, and I think there were one hundred and sixty, to the
best of my recollection, of registration-papers taken from the negroes
round about Houston.
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Q. By whom, as you uuderstaud f—A. By armed men riding around
that night. I think it was on Saturday or Monday night preceding the
election. I understood that it occurred all over the country tlie mwe
way. To the best of my recollection there were six organized compa-
nies in the county on the day of election. These companies, as far as I

could understand, didn't belong altogether to the county of Chickasaw
;

parties came from other counties. Chickasaw has a small republican
majority, not more than, perhaps, 250 or 300. Mencamefrom Lee County
into Chickasaw on the day of election. There was a whole train-load
from Lee County passed down about nine o'clock on the day of election
past Okolona to Egypt, a station seven miles south of Okolona on the
Mobile and Ohio Railroad

; and some depredations that werecommitted
in Chickasaw County I understand were done by these men from other
counties.

NO DANGER FROM THE NEGRO.

Q. What did you understand the duties of these military companies
were; what were they for?—A. There is only one motive that I can see,

and that was to cont:ol the election. That is the only motive that they
could have had, that I could see. They couldn't have had any idea of

trouble with the negroes, because anybody that knows au;y thing about
the negro knows that he would not have made an\' trouble.

Q. Hence that there was no danger whatever!—A. ISTo, sir; no dan-
ger in the world—because the negro has no arms, in the first place;

and, in the second place, they refused to sell him powder or shot, or any
kind of ammunition, for a long time before the election; and many
white republicans—I never tried it myself, but I know others that did

try it—couldn't get any, and the negroes couldn't get it at all.

Q. Were you waited upon by a committee, who requested you not to

publish an account of these proceedings ?^A. Yes, sir.

AN EDITOR INTERVIEWED.

Q. State the facts in regard to that.—A. Yv^ell, sir, there was a gen-

tleman said that he had been requested by a meeting of some of the

leading men of Okolona to call on me, and to know what I was going to

say in my paper in reference to the election. I stated to him that 1 did

not know what I would say; I did not know as I should be able to say

anything, as 1 was then suffering very badly with my eyes, and couldn't

see out of one of them at all; but if I did write anything 1 should give

an account of what I actually saw and knew to be facts. He asked me,
" What did you see?" I related to him just about the same as 1 have
related to you now. He remarked to me, " Then you have seen the

worst." I told him that I did not know anything about that ; that I

did not propose to take hearsay testimony at all ; that 1 was going to

give a true version of what came under my own observation—what I

saw myself. He went on then, and said that the excitement was run-

ning high, and that it would be very imprudent to launch out into any-

thing that would offend the people'there; that there was danger in it,

and that he would advise me to just be as moderate as possible.

I was waited on that same night by another gentleman, a democrat,

by the way, and a personal friend, and he told mc that 1 was liable to

be assassinated at any time, and advised me to be on my guard. He
did not state anything about vrhere he got h^s information from or any-

thing of that kind, but said, "I tell you as a friend to remain at home and

be on your guard." AYhether there was any danger or not, I cannot

say. I know this, that the feeling was very bitter and very vindictive.

I have been a citizen there for the last sixteen years, and I have always
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conducted myself in a gentlemanly manner, which democrats and repub-

licans and everybody else will testify to. Nobody can say anything

derogatory of me; and why they should threaten me with assassination

I don't know. 1 know that I never gave them any cause for it.

DEMOCRATS ELECTED.

Q. Who was elected to the lower house of the legislature of this

State from your county?—A. General ^Y. F. Tucker and a gentleman by
the name of—he lives at Sparta, and I forget his name.

Q. Both democrats!—A. Yes, sir.

Q. What counties constitute the senatorial district with yours?—A.
The counties of Chickasaw and Monroe.

Q. Who was elected to the senate from those counties, if any one?

—

A. Col. Keuhen O. Reynolds.

Q. A democrat ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Is the district republican ?—A. Largely.

Q. Is your county republican"?—A. Yes, sir; our county is not largely

republican. I think on a close vote we have from 250 to 300 majority

in the county. Monroe has given on a fair vote sometimes as high as

1,200 republican majority.

laborers' CONTRACTS FORFEITED BY VOTING REPUBLICAN TICKET.

Q. IIa\e you seen any contracts entered into by negroes with white

persons by which the negroes agree to forfeit their rights, whatever thej"

may be under the contract, in the event they vote the republican

ticket?—A. Y"es, sir.

Q. State the nature of those contracts, and how general they were in

the county.—A. The first iutiuuition that I had that there were such

things in existence was last winter, 1 think it was—perhaps along in

January or February—and I published it. I gave notice through my
l)aper. I wrote an article on it, warning the people of the county not

to enter into any such agreement or arrangement with the freedmen

;

that it was wrong in both theory and i)ratice, and probably would
finally lead them into some diiilculty. 1 advised them in a gentle spirit;

and I never heard anything more about it until, I think it was last week
or week before last, when i hap[)ened to get hold of one of the original

contracts.

I had heard it from a gentleman from Tennessee in the first place; or

rather I heard it through Colonel Shattuck, the revenue-collector there.

The Tennesseean had been down to Buena Yista, and while he was in

the s^ore of U. S. Williams there, a gentleman came into the store and
asked Mr. Williams ibr a blank contract; and he told him he didn't have
any blank contracts on hand; that they were all out; but that he could

come there to his desk and write one; that he would tell him what it

was: and this man came to Okolona, and told Colonel Shattuck what
was in it. It was just a common laborer's contract, except down at the

bottom ; about three or four lines from the bottom it went on to state,

as near as 1 can remember, that "I further pledge that I will vote as

the land-owner; and, in case 1 fail to vote as he does, I forfeit all my
rigiit, title, and interest to the said crop."

LEADING REPUBLICAN BLACKS DISCHARGED AFTER ELECTION.

Q. What inlormation have you as to the extent to which these con-

tracts were entered into by the freedmen ?—A. My understanding is

that it was general, all over the county, because the democrats there

have their clubs, aiul they have been publishing part of their proceed-

ings—making them public—directly after the election ; and they first;
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went in and discharged all the leading colored republicans of the differ-

ent clubs in tliat county.

Q. The persons by whom they were employed discharged them ?—A.
Yes, sir; discharged them, and said they were not to hire those people
at all.

Q. Did they discharge them before the election ?—A. No, sir ; after
the election. They discharged a great many of them; and then they
got up these contracts pledging those men that they did hire to vote as
the man from whom they rented the lands, and in case that they failed

to vote that way that they forfeited all their interest in the crop.

ABOUT THE FORFEIT CONTRACTS AGAIN.

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. Is this newspaper of yours published weekly ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q, Have you ever published in that paper a copy of these contracts
that you speak of?

—

A . Ko, sir ; I never got hold of a copy until a week
or two ago.

Q. How many such contracts have you seen ?—A. I have seen but
one genuine copy.

Q. Was that signed by two parties'?— A. Yes, sir.

Q. Who showed it to you "?—A. It was shown to me by a man by the
name of T. L. Jordan.

Q. Between whom was the contract made ?—A. It was made between,
I think, T. D. or J. D. Paine and Gay Brand. The witness w^as T. J.

Paine.

Q. How long did that contract last ?—A. For the year 1816.

Q. For labor at so much a month ?—A. No, sir; for half of the crop.
Q. What do yon know of the existence of other cases of that kind '?

—

A. I heard it, as I said awhile ago, from a gentleman that was at Buena
Vista ; this Tennesseean came up and told Colonel Sbattuck, the rev-

enue-collector, about U. S. Williams having these contracts, and this

njan, a farmer, calling in there and wanting to get one.

Q. Who is this man who has the blanks for sale ?—A. It was Williams
that had them. He came in there and asked U. S. Williams for one.

THE ARMED MEN AT THE ELECTION.

Q. From your back gallery on theday of election conld you command
a view of the polls'?—A. Right near where the polls were—yes, sir.

Q. Of the polls toward which this military company proceeded ?—A.
Where they organized it. They organized it in front of that poll.

Q. You had not seen this military company preceding its appearance
at the time you mention "?—A. No, sir; I could just see when it emerged
from the buildings.

Q. Did you see or hear of any cavalry that day in town ?—A. Not
uuiil that cavalry company came in there.

Q. How long after you had seen this military company?—A. 1 sup-

pose about fifteen minutes.

Q. Do you know what it consisted of—the cavalry company?—A. It

consisted of men mounted.
Q. I mean what number.—A. I could not tell.

Q. Yon did not see them yourself!—A. O, yes, sir. I should judge
that there were about twenty-five or thirty of them.

Q. How were they armed?—A. Some had shot-guns, and some had
navy ]nstols.

Q. Do you know any of the parties composing that company "?—A. I

know the man that le(i them.

Q. Who was he ?—A. Capt. W. G. Stoval.
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Q. Where does be live?—A. He lives at Okolona.

Q. Were you ever yourself a member of any of these companies ?—A.
No, sir.

Q. You spoke of their purpose : have you any knowledge of their pur-

pose whatever, except as a mere matter of surmise of your own?—A.
Well, sir, I have no definite itiformation except what transpired under
my own observation, and what I have been told.

CAVALRY VISIT THE REPUBLICAN CLUBS BEFORE ELECTION.

Q. By any of the members?—A. No, sir; not by any of the mem-
bers ; some of the other citizens. To the best of my information, a cavalry
company visited nearly every republican club in the county the uigbt

preceding the election.

Q. You have information to that effect?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. From whom derived ?—A. Derived from various parties.

Q. You desire the committee to believe that as a fact ?—A. I just

state it for what it is worth. I cannot tell whether it is a fact or not.

It is merely a report ; 1 believe it.

Q. Did that cavalry company, headed by W. G. Stoval, visit every
republican club in your county f—A. No, sir; 1 didn't say that. They
were visited by cavalry companies. 1 understand that there were six

cavalry companies in the county.

Q. Had you seen them ?—A. No, sir. I know of one other company,
and the captain of it, that operated in the western portion of the county.

Q. Give us his name.—A. W. 13. McDowell.

THE MILITARY AT THE ELECTION.

Q. Who was in command of the military company of thirty-five men
you saw marching at 1 o'clock p. m.?—A. Col. J. W. Mclintosh.

Q. Was Mr. Carlisle in company with them ?—A. No, sir ; not when
I saw him.

Q. ]3id he go with them ?—A. I do not know whether he did or not.

Q. How far is his house from the poll ?—A. I supjiose about one hun-
dred and fitty yards; and mine very little farther, except he lived on
one street and I on another.

Q. Do you know whether he went to the polls, or whether he had been
at the polls?

—

\. No, sir; I do not know anything about that.

Q. Did he come out of his house ?—A. He came out on his front

gallery.

Q. How far was that from you ?—A. Just one square—not one
square, because the house sits back in the lot.

Q. You could not hear what he said to this company?—A. No, sir.

Q. They shouted and passed on, leaving him there?—A. To the best

of my recollection they left him there. T did not see him there afterward.

Q. Who was Judge Pollard?—A. Formerly the chancery judge of

the seventh chancery district of the State of Mississippi.

Q. Does he live in Okolona?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. With which political party does he affiliate?—A. The republican
party.

REGISTRATION-PAPERS TAKEN FROM REPUBLICANS.

Q. It was he who told you that one hundred and sixty registration-

papers had been taken from negroes ?—A. To the best of my recollec-

tion ; I would not state positively that it was one hundred and sixty.

Q. When did he tell you that ?—A. Just alter the election; and that

he permitted some of them to vote from whom they had taken registra-

tion-papers.

Q. W^as he judge of the election?—A. Yes, sir.
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Q. Who was it called on you as a committee to kuow what you were
going to say about the election ?—A. General W. F. Tucker.

Q. Who was the second person who called ?—A. I do not like to tell

that if I can get out of it.

Q. What would be your reason ?—A. The reason was that he re-

quested that his name should not be connected with it. He was a dem-
ocrat himself, and he was a merchant there, and he said it would
injure his business, and he requested me not to give his name.
Q. Was not W. F. Tucker a democrat, too ?—A. Yes, sir ; but this

other man is a merchant th^re, and he told me as a friend, and re-

quested that I should never say anything about it.

By Mr. Cameron :

Q. He went confidentially to you?—A. Yes, sir; he told me confi-

dentially.

Mr. Bayaed. I don't know that I care to put you to any inconveni-

ence on that account.
, The Witness. I can tell you privately.

Mr. Bayard. O, no ; it is not a public affair, and I don't want to

annoy you.
The Wn^NESS. It would not annoy me, but it might annoy him.

W. F. TUCKEE—CHICKASAW COUNTY.

Aberdeen, Miss., June 27, 1876.

W. F. Tucker sworn and examined.

general STATEMENT.

By Mr. Bayard :

Question. Where do you reside %—Answer. At Okolona, Chickasaw
County.

Q. What is your occupation ?—A. 1 am a lawyer, sir.

Q. How long have you resided in Chickasaw County ?—A. I have
resided there for thirty-six years, I think.

Q. Where was your home prior to that ?—A. I am a North Carolinian

by birth.

Q. Were you in Mississippi during the election of 1875 ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you take an active part in that canvass?—A. Yes, sir,

Q. On which side?—A. I was one of the democratic candidates for

the legislature.

A FAIR ELECTION—NO FRAUD—NO INTUNnDATIOII.

Q. Will yon give us a history of the canvass ;
make a short state-

ment ?—A. What do you wish to attract my attention to particularly ?

Q. The committee is charged with the investigation of the fact whether

there was intimidation and fraud in the election in Mississippi in 1875,

and whether people were prevented by those means from the exercise of

the elective franchise particularly ; and it has been alleged liere by wit-

nesses from your county, both colored and white; several colored men
have been called on amf have stated the condition of aftairs in Cliicka-

saw, and have spoken of some disturbances that occurred at the elec-

tion
;
please give your statement as to these things.—A. I have only

got this to say with regard to the fairness of the election : First, that

It was a fair election so far as ray knowledge goes; if there was any

fraud or intimidation in the county I certainly didn't know of it, and I

10 MISS
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never heard of it. I have beard it charged, but I have never known an
instance in the county. As far as 1 know every man voted just as he
chose.

Tlierewas on the part ofthe democrats a very strong effort made to cany
the county. It was made because we were compelled to overthrow therule

of the negro which was becoming unbearable. The county officials had
not Ix'cn satisfactory and our representatives to the legislature had
brought disgrace upon our county and upon our State, and we had de-

termined, if it was within the power of mortal man, to carry the elec-

tion, and we worked with all our might ,and main to secure that end.

We accomplished it, though, by hard work and fair means, as far as I

know, and 1 think anybody who charges otherwise either does not know
the facts, or purposely misrepresents them.

Q. The name of a gentleman has been mentioned, Mr. Carlisle, a law-

yer, as having been there; where is he now ?—A. At Saint Louis.

Q. A delegate to the democratic national convention ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you know J. R. Mcintosh ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. \Vhere is he ?—A. His lather was thrown from a buggy last Sun-

day morning, and has been speechless ever since, lying in the very ago-

nies of death almost.

OKOLONA ON ELECTION-DAY.

Q. Were you at the polls at Okolona on the day of election ?—A. I

was there from 11 o'clock; 1 got there about 11 o'clock. I made a
!'5)eech the night before some twelve miles off, and didn't get back until

11 oVloek.

Q. \Va« you there about 1 o'clock ?—A. l^o, sir; I had gone home to

dinnj'v. 1 live a short distance out of town. You refer to the fracas

at that place?

Q. Yes, sir.—A. It was alleged that there had been such a thing.

This i)arty was just returning as I got into to^vn. I went immediately

to the polls and I fouiul the voting going on quietly as usual. It was at

the liiiptist church where it wns alleged that this thing occurred, though
there was no collision, as it was reported, for the white people did not

go within two or three hundred yards, perhaps, of the church. When
1 got there they were just returning and the voting was going on, and
never was disturbed at the polls. In the course of the afternoon,

t^iough, after that thing occurred, I was informed that the sheriff of the

county had gone to the polls below—the one I was not at at that par-

ticulaV time—and had told the colored people that they could not have
a fair election, and to go home.

Q. What was his name?—A. James B.White.

Q It was said that a colored man had gone down there, using Iiis

name, and told them to disperse and go home ? I went to him and asked

him if he had said so. He said, upon the contrary, he had told them
that they all could vote, and to stay and vote. I know that everybody
was allowed to vote just as they pleased, and nobody was driven from

the i>()lls. On the contrary, everybody was told that they could come
and vote just as they pleased.

DEMOCUATS MABB VERY STRONG EFFORTS TO PREVENT INTIMEDA-
TION ON THE OTHER SIDE.

So far from there being any intimidation on the part of the democrats,

there was a very strong clYort made to prevent intimidation on the other

side. Hitherto wc had allowed the negroes to control their own color and
vote them just as tlu'v pleased ; but at this time the white people said that

thev shouUl not force colored men any longer to vote the republican
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ticket if they didn't want to. It was an effort on our part to prevent
intimidation rather than to intimidate anybody.

Q. Isaiah Bell, a colored man, has testified here that he was a police-

man at the polls that day. Did you see him ?—A. No, sir ; I did not see
him at the polls that day.

Q. How long were you at the polls that day ?—A. Well, sir, I was at
the polls some two hours in the morning from the time I returned, and
was there from half past 1 until they closed.

SAW NOBODY TAKE REPUBLICAN TICKETS FROM NEGROES.

Q. Did you see while you were there any such thing as a white man
taking tickets from the negroes and insisting upon their taking demo-
cratic tickets in their place ?—A. I saw the ordinary means of election-

eering pursued by both white and colored. Each party proposed to

vote as many on tb^ir side as was possible, but I never saw anybody
take a ticket away, and I know it did not occur.

Q. What military company is this which has been stated by several
witnesses to have turned out that day and come to the polls somewhere
about 1 o'clock—one witness said 1 o'clock and another said 3 o'clock

—

but at the time that the disturbance took place at the polls at which
Isaiah Bell staid as policeman, it was testified to have been apparently
without cause. I want to know whether you know anything of the
cause of the appearance of that military company on the street.

—

INCENDIARY REPUBLICAN SPEECHES.

A. Yes, sir ; I know the cause, as alleged ; I was absent myself. It was
alleged that a colored man—in the first place I will premise by saying
that the public mind was in a feverish state ; there had been incendiary
speeches by a number of republicans in the county, in which they
threatened the lives of the white people. Now, a man who was running
against me for the legislature, and was a leading colored man of the
county, was asserted to have said that they intended to carry that elec-

tion if they had to cut off the head of every democrat in the county. I

did not reply to that charge until I heard it from' those who heard him
state it, and then I did charge it upon him as being an incendiary him-
self, and that he was a man who made incendiary speeches.

I know of other speeches of the same sort. General McKee came up
there and made an incendiary speech, in which, I was told by those
who were present, that he told them they must go to the polls every
man and vote the republican ticket, and carry it if they had to wade
through blood and hell to carry the election.

Chancellor Frazee, who lives in my town, made speeches of the same
sort, and so did Mr. Hodges, who was running for the senate, and who
lives in this town.

COLORED MILITARY ORGANIZATIONS.

The colored men had organized companies and had been drilling by
night. They had bought ammunition and attempted to buy more, but
they could not get it, because when it was found that they were organ-

ized and proposing to buy ammunition, they stopped selling to them.
That created a feverish state of excitement all over the county, and it

was anticipated that something serious might occur, and as a necessary
consequence they were ready to take offense, and to place themselves
on the defensive.

RUMORS OF NEGROES MASSING.

It was stated that quite a large number, from three to four hundred
colored men, had massed themselves at the Baptist church, which was
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about half a mile from either of the polling-places, and that they were
sending men to vote spurious tickets, having the registrar's certificates

of other colored men—men who had gone to the Bottom ; and that they
voted, also, upon registration-papers of men who were dead. A patrol-

man was sent out to investigate, and he did so to some extent ; bathe
came back without discovering anything.
They told them to disperse and go down town if they wanted to vote

;

that the streets were free, and it was improper for them to be massing
up there and creating a disturbance ; but instead of dispersing, a rumor
came that they were massing in larger force. I was not present, but
that was the explanation that was given to me on that morning when I

came in ; that they were distributing arms and ammunition up there.

I cannot say that there wasa military company ; I have heard that there
was, and that that company was called out ; that all the whites were
asked to fall in. It was understood that there was danger from the

colored men ; that the lives of the citizens, and women, and children

were in danger, and everybody fell in that could get something to fight

with. When they went out and found that the negroes were dispersing
instead of making a fight, they quietly turned around and put away
their arms.

A CAVALEY COirPANY IN TOWN.

Q. What do you know of a cavalry company ?—A. I know that there
was a cavalry company, and I know a good many members of it. I can-

not say that they were cavalrymen, but they were mounted men.
Our district is divided into two beats. One of the polling-beats is at

Egypt and the other at Okolona ; and when it was reported down town
that the negroes were massing at the church, and that arms and ammuni-
tion were being distributed, and that a collision was inevitable, (sup-

posed to be,) that company was telegraphed to, and they came as fast

as their horses would bring them. They came rapidly, dismounted, and
quietly dispersed through the town. . No man was driven from the polls,

and not a word of violence was used at the polls, for I was at the poll-

ing-place at the time when they dismounted. The colored men just

voted on as quietly as the white people did.

Q. Were you at the polling-places after this disturbance ?—A. Yes,
sir.

NO INTIMIDATION THEREFROM.
Q. As a matter of fact, was there any such intimidation, whether in-

tended or not, from the presence of this military company or cavalry
company, that the colored men went away from the polls, aud could not
be induced to come and vote ?—A. No, sir; most certainly not. I was
at the upper polling-[)lace, and when they came in I made it my personal
business to see that the thing was fairly done.

There was an efltbrt made by some of the colored men to get them
away. I went to one colored man who was attempting to disturb them,
and told him to just go away. I said to him, "Are you a voter here*?"

He said, " No; 1 am not." I asked him where he wavs from, and he said

he was from Louisiana. I told him, " You are creating a disturbance
here; you are trying to get these men to go away from the poll, and
they have got a right to vote, and yoa have got no right here if you are

not a citizen of the place; " and I just opened a way for him myself,

and put him outside.

I told the colored men to " go on and vote. You shall vote as you
please. This man is attempting to make a disturbance here lor

nothing."

Q. As a matter of fact, after that affair at the church was over, do
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you say that the election resumed its ordinary appearance, and they
went on.voting as before?—A. Yes, sir; when I came back they were
voting, and the men were just returning and dispersing around tlirough

the town. When I went to the polling-places they were voting on, and
continued to vote until late in the evening—two hours, at least, after

that thing happened, I j^resume,

Q. Was there any disposition on the part of the people or on the part
of these military companies to disturb the election in any manner, or

prevent persons from exercising their free choice in voting'^—A. So far

as I know, there was not. I don't imagine there could have been, be-

cause there was no such advice given,

1 suppose I am as much responsible for the tone of feeling in that

community as any other one man, for I used my best efforts to influence

it, and I never gave any such advice; on the contrary, I advised peace
and order always ; and I never heard of any man giving any such
advice.

A FAIR AND PEACEABLE ELECTION.
Q. As the result of this canvass and experience, are you prepared to

say that the election in the county was a fair and peaceable one in all

respects ; that everybody that wished to vote had an opportunity to

vote freely ?—A. Yes, sir ; I can say that every one that wished to vote

did vote.

By the Chairman :

Q. Do you know the person from your county who is foreman of the

grand jury at the United States court in Oxford ?—A. Yes, sir ; I know
him well.

Q. Have you written him a letter ?—A. Yes, sir ; I have.*

Q. Relative to his duties there?—A. Yes, sir; in part.

Q. What was the nature of that letter ?—A. It was just a friendly

letter. He is a man who has studied law with me and to whom I am
very much attached, and it was written in the kindest spirit, a most
friendly letter, and in it I stated the reports that had reached our town
in regard to the supposed action of the grand jury, and the feeling of

the people in regard to it, and gave him my advice.

Q. I wish to ask you whether you did not say in that letter that if

indictments were found against persons in the county you would hold
him personally responsible ?—A. No, sir.

Q. Or words to that efiect ?—A. No, sir ; nor words to that effect. I

can tell you the language I used, which could not be tortured into any-

thing of that sort. I used no such language as that ; on the contrary,

I am his friend, and it was in his interest and in the interest of peace
and quiet in the county that I wrote him. He knows I am his friend,

for 1 have been his friend always. I said to him—he is a lawyer and
might have plead the privilege, and need not have gone on the grand
jury if he had not been disposed to do so—I said to him, "You occupy
the position of foreman of the grand jury by your own choice; you
haven't been compelled to occupy it, and you may rest assured that if

indictments are found against the people of this county you will be
blamed for it, because you occupy this place voluntarily ; and you can
imagine how pleasant it will be to reside in the midst of, say, (for I

didn't know how many indictments would be found,) one hundred or

two hundred persons who will charge you with having been the author
of their political persecution, as they deem it, and whether you advise

it or not you will be considered responsible.''

* See page 150 of " Documentary Evidence " for report of this grand jury and a cer-

tified copy of Mr. Tucker's letter to the foreman, Mr. Frazee.
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Q. Did you say to liim in that letter that you should hold him per-

sonally responsible if any indictments were found against persons in

that county?—A. No, sir; most emphatically I did not.

Q. Or words to that effect"?—A. No, sir; nor words to that effect. If

anybody has stated that before this committee, he certainly did not see

the letter, because it didn't state any such thing as that, and he stated

what he knew to be false if he says it of his own personal knowledge.

ABOUT MR. FRAZEE.
Q. Have you heard Mr. Frazee speak in the campaign ?—A. Yes, sir;

I have heard him speak.

Q. Did he in your presence use any language that you considered

incendiary?—A. By no manner of means. He had given up the elec-

tion when I heard him, though I didn't hear his first speeches.

Q. Where did you hear him ?—A. At Buena Vista, the night before

the election. I replied to him at Houston, and at Atlanta, and at Buena
Vista.

Q. He did not use any incendiary language in those speeches?

—

A. No, sir.

Q. Did you advise him at Buena Vista that he was in peril and that

you could not protect him ?—A. No, sir; 1 didn't.

Q. Did you give him any advice in regsird to his personal safety ?

—

A. No, sir; he thought he was in peril, and he told me if I hadn't gone
v\-ith him he would not have gone. I told liim I knew nothing about it,

but if there was any collision there that he would be likely to suffer;

but I said, " There Is no danger of a collision unless your peojile bring

It on." He had agreed, upon what I said, to go. I said this and nothing

else, because he thought he was in danger, and I didn't believe that he

was in danger myself.

We went over in a buggy together, and if I hadn't gone with him he

would not have gone, he said. Alter we had reached that point he

asked me if he was in danger, and I told him that he was in no more
danger from our people than I was; that the only danger there was that

there were some very bad negroes there who had threatened the people,

and I told him that if those bad negroes had the intluence to bring on
a difficulty he would be in danger and not otherwise; and he said that

he knew that he could control his people, and if it depended upon their

commencing the difficulty that there was no danger, and he would stay.

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. Mr. Cavett stated that he had seen the letter but had not noticed

it very much ; but it was to the substance that you had told the fore-

man of the grand jury that if indictments were found against your

people under the election laws you would hold him personally responsi-

ble.—A. 1 have just got this to say about that; that it is an infamous

falsehood, if he stated it positively.

By Mr. McMillan :

Q. When was this letter written ?—A. It was written some two or

three weeks ago.

Q. Who was the gentleman to whom it was addressed ?—A. W. D.

Frazee.

Q. Was he the foreman of the grand jury at that time?—A. I under-

stood he was.

Q. You understood he was ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And you wrote that letter to him understanding that he was fore-

man of the grand jury of the United States court?—xV. I'^es, sir; I did.

Q. Are you a member of the bar?—A. Yes, sir.

Q, And you wrote that letter ?—A. Y'es, sir.
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W. H. HOUSTOK—CHICKASAW COUNTY.

Aberdeen, Miss., June 27, 1876.

W. H. Houston sworn and examined.

PERSONAL STATEMENT.
By Mr. Bayard :

Question. Where do you reside 1—Answer. At Okolona, Miss.
Q. What is your profession'?—A. A lawyer, sir.

Q. How long have you been living there 1—A. Since 1872 ; I went
there from Saint Louis, Mo.

Q. Were you there last fall ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you take any part in the political canvass ?—A. I did not, ex-
cepting two speeches that I made.

Q. With which party did you act?—A. With the democratic party.
Q. Were you there on the day of the election ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. At the polls ?—A. At the polls all day ; I was there as special
policeman, detailed on duty.

Q. Under whose appointment?—A. Under the appointment of the
mayor there

; that is to say, more correctly, there was a party of us ap-
pointed; I did not know anything about it at the time, but I was in-

formed by others that I had been appointed, and that I was on duty
and would be expected to serve ; and I never inquired further, but
acted, aud no one questioned my authority. I am not prepared to
swear that I was absolutely appointed, because I never saw the appoint-
ment.

THE POLITICAL CANVASS—THE REPUBLICAN SPEECHES.

Q. During the canvass had you any knowledge of violence or threats
of violence tending to interfere with the exercise of the right of suffrage
in your county ?—A. Well, sir, I was appointed on a committee that
was to divide time during the congressional canvas between Mr. Money,
our candidate, and Messrs. Little and Powers.

Q. There were two republicans running against one democrat ?—A.
Two republicans against one democrat ; and after the division of time
had been effected, 1 was approached first, I think, by Mr. McKee, prob-
ably as a friend of Governor Powers, and asked if it would be safe for

them to inake such speeches as they desired to make. I told him most
assuredly that it would be ; that the people were not disposed to make
difficulty at that time; that they were more indiflerent about political

matters than I had ever seen them, aud they certainly would not make
a personal matter of anything that they might say politically, and
that they could just make any speeches they pleased. He said there
were some drunken men who might make a disturbance. I said that
it could not be so, because we had a marshal who would take care of

them,
I was then approached by a friend of Mr. Hill's, I don't remember his

name, and the same question was asked and the same reply was given.

Mr. McKee then made a speech in which I understood him to say,

and that was the understanding, as they informed me, of a number of

others—in winding up his speech he appealed to the colored men to vote
the republican tick(»t ; that they must vote the republican ticket

;

that the rejiublican party had freed them—making the usual speech

—

and " Now let me lay it to you in charge to vote at this next election,

and carry the republican ticket triumphantly through if you have to

wade through blood, death, and hell to do it." We all thought it was
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strong language at the time ; and Mr. Hodges from this pUice and Mr.

Mills made similar speeches, probably not so violent, but advising

them to what we thought desperate action.

Q. Do you state these speeches as an illustration of the iutimidation

of the whites ?—A. 1 want to state this as a precedent. Soon after that,

Chancellor Frazee of the republican party made a speecli there, in

which he stated that he had fought four years for the contederacy and
deemed it to be right, and was now ready to fight again to carry this

electiou. I did not hear that speech, though.

Q. Mr. Frazee is on what side ?—A. The republican side. Just after

that 1 understood there that the colored people of the county had or-

ganized a company and elected Isaiah Bell their captain and some other

man their lieutenant. We still, though, hoped there was nothing in it;

but a few days afterward there was a party of them, probably a dozen or

tw^o dozeu, seen drilling. That was the tirst evidence we had that there

was such an organization. We then began to fear that they, being ig-

norant and excitable, were going to i)ursue the policy that had been
indicated to them. Soon after that the country negroes informed us

from all parts of the county that the negroes had proposed to beat the

democratic part;^, and they had threatened them with death if they

voted the democratic ticket, and they called on us for i>rotection and
asked us if "we would protect them, and we replied that we would.

Some men there on JoUey's place came in and we furnished them with
arms to protect themselves.

NO VIOLENCE OR THREATS DURING CANVASS OR AT ELECTION BY
DEMOCRATS.

Q. Was there any violence that you know of, or threats of violence,

tending to prevent the free exercise of the right of voting in the can-

vass or on the day of the election ?—A. I know of none, sir, except

such as I have mentioned by the republican party.

THE BAPTIST CHURCH DISTURBANCE.

Q. On the diiy of the electiou there seems to have been a disturbance
created, according to the account of several witnesses, and that a mili-

tary company or a company of men under arms, an infantry company,
and also some cavalry-men, charged down the principal street of the

to<vn and over in the direction of the Baptist colored church, and al-

though no one seems to have been hurt—a man is stated to have had a
shot put through his hat—yet the effect was a stampede of colored

voters, and that they were driven from the polls and were afraid to come
bwjk ; state whether the facts are true and what they mean.—A. There
was a body of men under arms ; I was among them myself. I thought
at the t^n^e that 1 was acting as a peace officer.

THE NEGROES DANGEROUS—THE WHITE PEOPLE NERVOUS.

Q. Just state the cause of that?—A. We had heard there, and we at

the time thought that it was reliable, that there was some danger of

bloodshed on the day of the election ; that the negroes were excited

and that they were dangerous. To prevent difficulty, the white people

all through the county were requested not to mass, and that the officers

would see that the negroes did not mass. In the morning, tolerably

early we found the negroes in the Baptist church, right in the heart of

a little negro settlement there, and that they were gathering there all

the time. The white people began to be very uneasy and nervous
about it.

DEAD AND DEPARTED NEGROES VOTE BY PROXY.

We commenced to hear that they were voting fraudulently -, that they
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Iiad the registration certificates ofdead and departed negroes—those who
liad gone to tbe Mississippi bottom and other places ; and that as fast as
a negro voted he went up there, changed his clothes, got another regis-

tration paper and came down and voted again. The people got some-
what incensed about that, and requested that an officer would go up
there and see about it. They had an officer there of their own on horse-
back, whom they sent down and we communicated with him, and told
him that they must not mass there, but come on down town and vote;
that there was no use in massing there if they wanted to vote. He
went back and said that that would be done.

THE COLORED CROWD DISPERSED, AND HOW.
Toward 11 or 12 o'clock it had not been done, and the rumor then spread

and gained general credence that they were not only there massing, but
that they were arming. We then saw the officer again and told him
what we had heard, and that the people were very much excited about
it, and that they must disperse at that church ; that they could go down
town and vote if they pleased ; that everybody was uneasy.
His reply was not entirely satisfactory. We then told him that we

would give him ten minutes in which to take them away from the church,
and at the end of ten minutes it was reported to us that they were de-

termined not t«? leave ; and those of us who were on the police hallooed to

the others to fall in and go up there. At that time my partner, Colonel
Mcintosh, also came to the front ; he was one of the leading men there,

and seeing that we were bound to go, put himself at the head of us and
started

Q. How many of you were there '?—A. I don't know ; I suppose be-

tween twenty-five and fifty.

Q. What sort of arms had you ?—A. Military guns, sir; good guns;

—

and marched up probably two hundred and fifty yards toward the Meth-
odist church. Just there one of our men's guns went off accidentally,

so it was claimed. There were two negroes in front of us, and the gun
shot behind me ; it was in my rear, and the negroes were in front of me.
When the gun went ofi' they broke and commenced running in different

ways. They were evidently frightened. We hallooed to tbeni to come
back and vote if they had not voted ; that there was no danger, but
they seemed to pay no attention.

Q. W^ere either one of them hurt?— A. No, sir; neither one of them.
I think it highly improbable that the ball went within fifty yards of

either one of them. We then went on farther and passed through a
little run before we got within sight of the church, and we there met
Senator Shirley, a colored man and a republican, and some others going
from the direction of the church toward the direction of the polls.

We stopped and asked him what was going on up at the church, and he
said, " Nothing, I believe;" and Colonel Mcintosh asked him if he had
voted, and he said he had not. He (Colonel Mcintosh) said, " You bet-

ter go on down, then, and vote." Just then we saw the colored people

leaving the church and striking across the fields. Colonel Mcintosh
asked him if these people that were leaving the church had voted, and
he said they had. We then passed him, and went up twenty-five yards
farther, perhaps, and stopped and sent a man on ahead. We were then

within easy reach of the church, perhaps two hundred and fifty yards.

The man who went ahead to the church found no one there, and came
back and so repoited. We then returned to the neighborhood of the

polls, and each man dispersed, carried his giin home, or disposed of it in

someway; at any rate, there was no longer any guns seen. I went
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back to my place as special policemau, aud my position was down at
the lower poll, the one nearer the depot. Soon after 1 took my position

there, Houston Parrish came up very excitedly, riding a mule, aud
hallooing- to the negroes to leave ; that they could not have a fair

election ; that the white men were going to kill them all, aud that they
better go home. There was at that time, I suppose, as many as thirty

or forty—I don't know—crowding around the polls; the sidewalk
was full of colored voters. As soon as he said that I jumped out in the
street and called his name. I said to him, "You can't say that here; if

you repeat it 1 will have you put in jail; you can't interfere in that way
with this election." I said to the men, " There is no danger in the
world ; if you came to vote, stay aud vote ; if you want to go home, go
home ; no man has threatened you, and if any man does threaten, aud
you will report him, it is our duty to arrest him, and it shall be done."
There were as many as ten of them that did not leave the polls, but

staid and voted ; and they voted there until the election closed, some
of them voting uutil the last of the election.

I think there weie no efforts niatle to force any man to vote on that
day the democratic ticket, except Irom i)ersuasion. There was, of course,

a great deal of that done. But we were uneasy and guarded all the
time ; nearly every one was expecting that before night there would be
bloodshed.

NO FORCE USED TOWAKD COLORED MEN AT THE POLLS.

Q. Did you see anything like force exhibited toward colored ineu in

the way of taking their tickets from them, and compelling them to accept
democratic tickets?—A. No, sir; nothing of that sort.

Q. Was anything of that kind done within view of the polls?—A. No,
sir.

Q. It has been stated something like this, by Isaiah Bell : he spoke
of a Mr. Snoddy that he saw constantly takiug tickets from republi-

can negroes, and putting democratic tickets in their place.—A. There
are two voting-precincts in town.

Q. This was the one where Isaiah Bell was.—A. I cannot tell which
one that was.

Q. It was the one nearest to the church, I think, from what he said.

—

A. I was a good portion of the time at the other one ; my station was
at the lower poll.

Q. You can only say you did not see this thing?—A. I did not see

that. Mr. Snoddy was not a politician, and had taken no part up to

that time in the canvass, and has taken none since.

Q. Did you know Professor Poor, a Baptist clergyman ?—A. There is

no Baptist clergyman there of that name. There is a Professor Poor
there, a farmer ; I don't know as he is a Baptist.

Q. Is he a clergyman ?—A. No, sir.

Q. Was Mr. Carlisle in that party of men who marched up the road?

—

A. Yes, sir; he was there.

Q. Do you remember that as you passed up to Mr. Carlisle's house he
came out and said something, aud then the company moved on ?—A.
No, sir ; I remember that he came out ; he was at the house. That is

a mistake ; Mr. Carlisle came out and the company shouted, and 1 think

Mr. Carlisle said nothing. He came out and joiued us, and if he said

anything it was some commonplace remark, such as " 1 will be tliere as

soon as I can get there," or some such remark, which made no impres-

sion upon me, and I was very near him at the time. The company did

shout, though, when he joined us.

Q. Mr. Carlisle did join the company?—A. Y'es, sir.
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Q. Went up with you ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And returned with you 1—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you put up jour arms and go back to the polls ?—A. Most of
them did not go back to the polls. Those who were on duty as ofQcers
went back.

Q. As a matter of fact, was there anything at the polls after that
at all to prevent the negroes from voting if they wanted to ?—A. No,
sir.

There is -one thing I might state in explanation of our nervousness
which preceded this election. We had a little town election a month
or two months preceding, and one of our colored brethren, Wes. Owen,
wanted to vote the democratic ticket, and I was near the polls that
day ; and as he started from the crowd of negroes who had been talking
to him, one of them shouted to him, " If you vote that democratic
ticket I will knock your head off." He had then started toward the
polls—he was just across from the polls, when he hesitated and looked
around to the crowd of negroes that were just back of this one that
hallooed to him, and who had commenced advancing up to the one that
said he would knock his head off.

At that moment I stepped out and said, " If you attempt that here
there will be somebody else's head that will be hurt." At that he
turned on me and replied, " Who is going to do it, sir?" and I stepped
out then and said, " You cannot hit him with a brick 5 if you do I will

do it;" and I stooped to pick up a brick as 1 said it. Mr. Buchanan,
one of our merchants, who was near us, stepped up to me and stooped
down and touched me and said, " This man has gone ; say nothing
more." I looked up and he had gone back into the crowd of negroes.

That was seen by several citizens, and it made us feel that there was
danger that they would, or that it was probable that they might, use
force to carry the election. That was in the election preceding this one,

and had nothing to do with it, only it was so closely preceding it that

we remembered it and commented on it.

NO NEGROES FOUND AT THE BAPTIST CHURRCH.
By Mr. Cameron :

Q. How many negroes did you find at the Baptist church when you
went up there *?—A. I found none, sir. From the number that left,

though there may have been a good many of them that left before we
saw them, but when we sent this runner ahead there was no one in the

church at all, and we could see them leaving. I don't know how many.
Q. You say that you understood that they massed there *?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. What do you mean by that ?—A. That they were congregating
there, and that the number was increasing all the time.

Q. Did you see any of them with arms in their hands?—A. No, sir.

NO ARMED NEGROES SEEN BY WITNESS.

Q. Did you see any of the negroes that day with arms in their

hands?—A. I did not; no, sir.

Q. How many negroes do you remember seeing in town that day, at a

rough estimate ?—A. They were coming and going all the time; and
the same negroes were j^assing from the church down and then from
there back to the church and back again, so that it would be almost im-

possible to tell.

Q. I do not expect you can be very accurate, but you can tell whether
you saw 50 or 500, perhaps ?—A. I would not say that there were as
many as 500, but I don't know.

Q. None of them had arms in their hands ?—A. Not that I saw.
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Q. You say a company of armed men, from 25 to 50, more or less,

started up toward the Baptist church ; that as they were proceeding
there two colored men were in advance of them, and a gun in your ranks
was fired, whether by accident, or design you don't know, and these two
negroes ran, and when you got near the Baptist church you saw that
the negroes were dispersing and going across the fields ?—A. Yes, sir.

NOTHING DONE "WITH INTENT TO INTIMIDATE.

Q. Yet, notwithstanding that, you swear that nothing occurred on that
day to intimidate or prevent them from voting 1—A. Well, sir, I did not
swear that ; I did not say that ; I will just state what 1 did say: that
there was nothing done to intimidate them ; whether there was intimi-

dation or not, there was nothing done with that intention nor with that
view, nor for the purpose of intimidating them.

Q. Then you do not say that nothing was done which might not pos-

sibly have intimidated them ; all that you mean to say is that nothing
was done with the intention of intimidating them ?—A. So far as I know
my understanding was that nothing was done that did intimidate any
voters. I never heard it claimed to the contrary by any one who pro-

fesses to know, or that these colored men who were there were prevented
from voting.

, ABOUT THE ARMED WHITE COMPANIES.

Q. You have stated that there was an inlantry company, such as it

was—I do not say that it was a military organization—and that there
was a cav'alry company, you have stated that also ?—A. No, sir; 1 did
not.

Q. Did you see any cavalry company there that day ! Other witnesses
have stated that there was a cavalry company there.—A. I will state

this: that after we had gone back and disi)ersed the rumor came
Q. Did you see a cavalry comi)any there that day?—A. Yes, sir; but

I think it was after the polls had closed. I would like to explain why it

was there, because I hap[)eu to know. After we had dispersed some
little time, a runner came in seemingly very much excited, and said that
the negroes were massing in an old field near there, and that there were
large numbers of them. We telegraphed at once to a distant i)oi tion of

the count}' to a cavalry company that we were uneasy and to come im-
mediately to Okolona, and they came; and before they got thtre we
found there was no use for them ; that it was a false rumor. As soon
as they got there we told them so, and 1 think they went to the liver^'

stable and put up their horses at once, and went to the hotel and got
supper, and then left town. 1 don't think they were there more than
half or three-fourths of an hour.

Q. How far was that old field in which it was reported that the
negroes were then massing from the place where you were ?—A. About
half a mile to a mile.

Q. How far was this cavalry company from the town ?—A. I don't
know exactly where they were. The point to which we telegraphed was
about nine miles, I think.

Q. LIdw many did that cavalry company consist of, as near as you can
recollect ?—A. Probably as many as sixty.

Q. Di<l you see them when they came into town?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Were they armed 1—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you send any person to the old field where you heard the
negroes were massing?—A. I did not; we found it was a false rumor in

the course of three-quarters of an hour ; we did not send any messenger
out.
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Q. Did you make any effort to ascertaiu whether it was true or false

before you telegraphed to the cavalry company?—A. No, sir; I think
we telegraphed first, and then made an eflbrt to find out. The first

thing was to send the telegram.

Q. You allowed tbe company to come there, and after coming there
you informed them the rumor was false?—A. Well, sir, we couldn't well
prevent it without sending some one on horseback to meet them, and
we thought we might as well let them come on in.

Q. You telegraphed for the comi)any before you had made any at-

tempt to ascertain whether the report was true or false?—A. Yes, sir;

and got a telegram back that they had started before we learned that
the rumor was false.

Q. Did the cavalry company come quietly into town, or did they
come hallooing and swinging their guns?—A. There was no swiugiug
of guns, sir; and, I think, no hallooing. They came in on a round trot;

came very hurriedly.

Q. You swear that there was no hallooing?—A. If you will let me
get through—I think that they came into town in a round trot, and 1

think, without hallooiug; that is my recollection; but as soon as they
came up within sight of us, we all shouted, and I think it likely they did

;

I don't know, but I think that they replied to us ; but they had not got
into town when we saw them, when they got within reach of us ; they
had to pass through a considerable portion of the town to get to us.

Q. How did you know that that cavalry company was located at or
near the place you telegraphed to ?—A. We had been anticipating

trouble, and we knew pretty much where every man was in the county
of Chickasaw at that time.

Q. You knew it because you anticipated trouble, and knew where
that cavalry company were statioued ?—A, W^e did not, as far as I

know, know exactly where they were, but we knew the nearest tele-

graph point at which we could reach them.

MARCH TO THE BAPTIST CHURCH.
By Mr. McMillan:

Q. 1 understand you to say that your partner, Mr. Mcintosh, saw
that your company was determiued to go up to the Baptist church?

—

A. Yes, sir.

Q. And seeing their determination, he put himself at the head of the

company?—A. Yes, sir; I think he probably called to them to fall in.

Q. Then he did not see that they were determined to go until he told

them to fall in?

—

A. Yes, sir. If he had not put himself at the head
some one else would. He was not among the first to call " fall in !" but
when he said that, most of them were there ready to fall in.

Q. You started up to the Baptist church about three o'clock?—A. I

don't remember the hour ; it may have been about that hour.

Q. How far was that church from the polls ?—A. I don't know, but I

suppose it was about 500 yards.

Q. You marched to the Baptist church ?— A. ISTo, sir; we went within

probably 150 or 200 or 250 yards of it.

Q. Did you go more than half-way from the polls to the church ?—A.
Probably a little more; not very much more, though, I would imagine.

Q. How long were you going up there, attending to matters there,

and returning to the polls?—A. It seemed to me a very short lime, but
I took no account of it.

Q. Well, was it an hour before the whole thing was over?—A. It did
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Dot seem more than a half-hour, though I suppose it was more than

that ; it may have been an hour ; I don't know.
Q. Then you returned?—A. Then we halted there, and sent a man

up who went and returned, and reported that they were not there ; then

we returned,

Q. Then you returned to the polls ?—A. Then we returned to the

polls ; that is, not all of us. We marched back into the town and dis-

persed, many of us going down to the polls ; I went down to the polls,

and quite a number of others; not all, though.

Q. Did you put your guns away?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you put them up before you came to the polls ?—A. Some
brought guns belonging to persons living on the other side of the polls;

they were carried home.
Q. What did you do with the other guns ?—A. They were carried

home before they got there. That was the only thing I saw of guns
near the polls, in going up and returning in the street. There were
some guns that came from the far side of the polls.

Q. Were these guns owned by the men themselves?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. They were private property, purchased by them ?—A. Well, sir,

that is a matter with which I am not familiar.

Q. You do not know where any of the guns came from ?—A. No, sir.

Q. Then about what time did you get back and get your guns all out
of the way ?—A. Well, sir, if it was an hour, it was 4 o'clock ; and if

we were only gone half an hour, it was about half past 3.

Q. What time did the polls close that night ?—A. I don't remember
;

6 o'clock, I believe. It closed at the usual hour by State regulation.

Q, When did you hear the rumor that these negroes were massing
out in the field—after you came back ?—A. About an hour afterward,

I suppose, or an hour and a half; some little time.

Q. That would be about 5 o'clock; half past 4 or 5 o'clock?—A. Yes,

sir.

Q. Then after hearing the rumor, you telegraphed to this cavalry

company, nine miles distant, and they came there and remained there

until the polls had closed?—A. My recollection is that they came there

after the polls were closed.

Q. You said that they only staid an hour or two ?—A. They went
and took supper and went home.

Q. Did not they come over before the polls were closed ?—A. My
recollection is that they did not.

Q. When did they come there then ?—A. I think that it must have
been going on between G and 7 o'clock ; I don't know ; there was certainly

very little, if any, voting going on. If the polls were open, most of the

votes had been cast at that time, because when the voting was going

on I was down at my station at the polls ; and at this time I was not

there.

E. H. STILES—CLAIBORNE COUNTY.

Jackson, Miss., June 21, 1876.

Edward n. Stiles sworn and examined.

PERSONAL STATEMENT.
By Mr. McMtllan :

Question. Where do you reside ?—Answer. In Claiborne County, Mis-

issippi.
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Q. !N'arae the town you live in.—A. I live in Port Gibson.

Q. What is your profession ?—A. I am a lawyer by profession.

Q. How long have you resided there !—A. I was born and raised

about thirteen miles from Port Gibson, in Claiborne County, Mississippi.

Q. Were you residing there in 1875, during the canvassof that year ?

—

A. Yes, sir ; and all my life. I have lived in Claiborne all my life,

with the exception of about four years when I was at school in New
York.

Q. Are you familiar with the occurrences which transpired during
the campaign of 1875?—A. Yes, sir; and with those that took place

before then.

Q. Will you state fully your knowledge with regard to what occurred
during that campaign ?—A. I think probably. Judge, that it wonld ex-

pedite matters if I would start a little back of that point. It would
obviate the asking of a good many questions.

AN INTERMARRIAGE AT PORT GIBSON.

In 1874, sometime, I won't be positive as to the day, a saddle-colored

member of the legislature, named Haskins Smith, married a youug white,

girl, named Ellen Smith, residing in Port Gibson. She ran off with him
and was married, I think, in Vicksburg. There was, of course, a
good deal of talk, particularly among the lower class of people, about
tills thing of his marrying that girl. It created a good deal of excite-

ment among them, but 1 think the more sensible people of the commu-
Bity concurred in the idea, that if she wanted to marry him it was her

business ; but among the riffraff" of the population there was a great

deal of talk about injuring him in some way.
The impression then got out among the colored people that Haskins

was to be hurt in some way ; and it is said that when he came bivck

here, which he did in probably a mouth or such a matter, he came
on the streets with some five or six, may be eight or ten, colored men

;

that I don't know anything of, though, personally. Whether they were
armed or not I don't know, and I don't suppose anybody else knows.

THE WHITE LINE ORGANIZED—ARMS SENT FOR.

The whites seemed to think that was a kind of dare ; but whether a

»dare or not they considered that as a pretext for organizing the White
Line and for arming. They organized a White Line, and they sent on
by a merchant in our town named Marcus Bernheimer to New York and
ordered a number of breech-loading rifles—breech-loading muskets. I

think they were, the old Army Springfield muskets improved, made
over, with bayonets, and a lot of fixed ammunition.

" EVERY MAN TO BE WHITE MAN OR NIGGER."

They organized their White Line and they proclaimed then and
there that they proposed from this time out that every man should

either be a white man or a " nigger ;" they proposed to draw the line

right there, and that a man should be one or the other.

THEIR FIRST VICTORY.

Our municipal or corporation election came off in December of that

year, and about that time—I think it was in December—by their threats

of business ostracism andabusingeverybody and calling them "niggers,"
" albinos," &c., that dindn't belong to the White-Line arrangement, they

succeeded in bringing into their organization nearly every white man,
and then they put up the White-Line ticket in that corporation election.

That was the first White-Line ticket 1 had ever heard of in the State.
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I don't know whether it was the first or not, but it was the first I can
recollect of.

Although the whites greatly outnumbered the blacks in Port Gibson
proper, in the corporation, we had always managed to carry the corpora-

tion election by a number of whites going with us. But before that
election they were so intimidated—they openly said that they would
do anything, it didn't hardly matter what, to carry it. They had so
arranged it as to have parties there to report these people as they voted,

and everybody was considered a radical, or as they phrased it a
" nigger," that didn't vote the open democratic ticket.

Such being the case, I saw there was no chance of the republicans
carrying that corporation election unless it was by shrewd management.
So I went off in the night and had some tickets printed at a distance.

We nominated a good ticket, and they did not know that there was a
ticket in the field until 12 o'clock on that day.

I proposed to let the democrats vote their ticket and get through at

12 o'clock, and then at 12 we proposed that our side should come to the
polls and crowd the polls, and thu« give the white people that wanted
to vote with us an opportunity of voting without its being seen how
they voted.

THE REPUBLICAN CANDIDATE FOR JIAYOR RESIGNS.

But some one where we had the tickets printed found out about it,

and telegraphed to the democratic executive committee, and 1 think it

was spread all over town on the day of the election. 1 then saw onr
candidate for mayor ; he was very anxious to run, and very anxious to
be mayor, and all that sort of thing ; whether he was intimidated or not
I cannot of course say, but I know that he was very anxious to be mayor
of that town, and I know he was pretty certain of the election if he held
out. Yet I know h^ incontinently resigned at once ; came out in a card
resigning and disclaiming any connection with the republican paity, and
so on.

I advised the colored people then—inasmuch as we had no showing
in the world of carrying the ticket, because I know those white people
that wished to vote with us would not dare to come up and vote, as there
w^as no opportunity of their voting without everybody knowing that
they voted the republican ticket—not to go to the polls at all, and they
did not do so.

That day, too, was the day they had some trouble in Vicksburg ; and
after they got through voting they got a telegram from Vicksburg
that they wanted help from them, and they turned out with their White-
Line company with muskets, bayonets, &c. They got down to the Gulf

—

I do not know whether they got to the Gulf, but at any rate they got to

the cars ; but pretty soon they came back saying it was all over. That
was the last of that.

THE tax-payers' LEAGUE—BONDSIVIEN RETIRE.

Then they organized what they called the Tax-Payers' League, along
with the White Line, and they began then to persecute republican offi-

cials. 1 call it persecution ; it was nothing else. For instance, they
succeeded in running one of the bondsmen that was on the bond of the
sheriff—in getting him to throw up his position entirely and retire from
the bond. Then they came before the board of supervisors and insisted
upon his making a new bond in $20,000, and appointed a time for him
to have his bond made ui). They then went around the country and
denounced anybody that went on that bond.

I went out and made his bond for him, and made a very good bond
;
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but I liad to ffo out in various parts of the county to do so. After I got
back to Port Gibson with the bond some of the most responsible men in
the county came tliere and said that they would have to go off that bond.
The fact of the business is they had been waited upon by a White-Line
committee ; but anyhow w^e succeeded eventually in making his bond,
and he went on discharging the duties of his ofiQce.

THE BOARD OP SUPERVISORS PROSECUTED.
The next move of the Tax-Payers' League then was to employ an attor-

ney to prosecute the board of supervisors, if they could find anything
against them. They appointed a committee for the purpose of employ-
ing this attorney. The attornej^ employed was J. D. Vertner, of Port
Gibson. He went poking around among the books and found, among
other things—Idon'tknow what, butonecharge that heibundwas thatat
a certain special meeting the board of supervisors had voted themselves
pay, which they were not authorized by law to do at special meetings.
There was no question about that, as the law said that when they held
a special meeting they were not allowed to vote themselves compensa-
tion, and they had voted themselves $5 a day for compensation-^that
is, the regular compensation for a regular meeting.
He made an afddavit against one of the board; a jury was sum-

moned, three white and three black ; the three white men were promi-
nent merchants there in Poi t Gibson, and they acquitted this man on
the same charge on which they tried the next one. The next one hap-
pened to be the president of the board. They were trying him before
the White-Line mayor. He appointed the secretary of the Tax-Payers'
League to summon the jury, and the Tax-Payers' League went and sum-
moned two of the committee that had employed this attorney, and the
balance of the jury were all members of the Tax-Payers' League.

This president was tried before fehem and, as a matter of course, con-

victed. He took an appeal to the circuit court, but eventually came
forward and ])aid the fine.

The rest took an appeal, I believe, at the last term of the court, and
they were acquitted.

CAMPAIGN ORGANIZED—" FAIRLY IF THEY COULD, FORCABLY^ IF

THEY MUST."

That was one thing that, of course, excited some little feeling. It

came time to organize a campaign, and they held a democratic meeting
in the' town of Port Gibson. I would not be positive now about what
time prior to this, but at that time, and at all other times when I have
heard democratic speakers make speeches in the county, they have
openly and plainly admitted that it was their purpose to carry the elec-

tion, fairly if they could, but at any rate that they intended to carry it

—

forcibly if they must. They proposed to carry it at all hazards ; they

didn't propose to be ruled by niggers, scalawags, and carpet-baggers

any longer; that thing had played out. I remember very distinctly, at

that particular meeting that I am alluding to, where they organized, I

think, about the first meeting of the campaign—it was the first grand
meeting to ratify their nominations—I think it was at that meeeting,

Mr. Vertner told an anecdote about a fellow grubbing in the hedge, or

somewhere, for a hedge-hog, and some one asked him what he was doing

there, and he said his family was out of meat, and he must have meat
at all hazards ; and he applied that to them : he said that they had been
out of office a long while, and that they intended to get into ofBce ; they

must have " meat," and they were bound to carry that election at all

hazards.

11 MISS
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SPIRIT OF THE SPEECHES.

That was the spirit of their speeches throughout. They denounced
everybody that did not affiliate with them, it did not matter who it was,

as being albinos or niggers, and all that sort of thing ; and they got
up a great excitement in the county—a tremendous excitement, and I

think more than they anticipated getting up.

At that meeting particularly I remember Thomas Y. Berry, who is

now chancellor; he was at that time, or at least I think he was—he
seemed to be the leader of the democratic party there, although not nom-
inally the leader, made a speech there, and he took the ground, which
was vociferously cheered, that there was no one in the county of Clai-

borne that did not go with the White-Liners that was not a nigger ; and
he took the further ground that niggers were a sort of species of ape,

and went on to show it from the Scriptures.

There was a good deal of excitement before that. These Tax-Payers'
League held their meetings, I think, probably, every Monday night, and
then they had some other things during the week—this White-Line ar-

rangement.
Both organizations were secret ; in neither organization would they

permit a republican to go at all, because 1 know I had the impudence
to present myself to get into the Tax-Payers' League. I told them that

1 was as big a tax-payer as a good many of them, and felt as much
interest as any one in honest government, and proposed to put down
thieves and robbers as much as any of them ; and 1 wanted to know if

there was anything against these county olBcers, and if there was, I

would pitch in and go for removing them as soon as anybody.
But they said I would not be permitted to become a member of the

Tax Payers' League unless I would subscribe to the objects of the or-

ganization. I told them that J wanted to know those objects first ; but
they would not let me know them, and conse(]uently I was marked out.

The democratic candidates had been nominated in July some time,

though I am not positive about that now. It may not have been until

August, or possibly September. At any rate when the republicans got
tlieir candidates nominated, and before they got them nominated they

were going around the country and holding their little conventions and
their meetings, &c.

ARMED DEMOCRATS AT REPUBLICAN MEETINGS.

The democrats were in the habit of going armed to their meetings
They would go to the number of some eight or ten—twenty may be, and
sometimes more than that. There would generally be some four or five

from Port Gibson, and all the white men that they could muster around.

These invariably v\'ent armed ; they invariably had their arms conspicu-

ous ; they invariably or almost invariably, at least apparently, seemed
to go with the object of stirring up a row, and having some cause for

disturbance. The consequence was that it took us pretty near all the

time to keep from having riots and preventing violence.

I do not know of my own knowledge, because I was not there, but at

one meeting it was said that they went there with a wagon-load of arms

;

just went thirty or forty of them with a wagon-load of arms, and it was
all that the republican sheriff could do to prevent a row there on that

day. They went to Bethel at one time where I attended a meeting. I

went there to make a speech—a little precinct in our county

—

By Mr. Cameron:
Q. A republican meeting ?—A. A republican meeting, yes, sir ; and

a gentleman well known in the county, Benjamin Humphries, came up
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to me—there was a crowd of democrats there who seemed to have a good
deal of whisky about them, and he seemed to have a good deal in him,

I thiuk about as much as he could carry—he said, " Mr. Stiles, come
here uow, sir, we propose to have a division of time here." Said I, "Mr.
Humphries, I suppose you are familliar with a declaration that I have
made repeatedl}' here in this county, that I am willing to meet any
democrat in the county, or from auywbere else, in the discussion of

republican principles. Although I do not consider myself able to meet
the giants of the democratic party, yet, at the same time, I trust in the
justice of my cause, and I am willing to meet them in that spirit."

I said, "1 want to know, though, who your men are that you propose
shall meet us in discussion ;" and he says, "That is none of your busi-

ness, sir, we will furnish the men to meet you." I said, " All right, we
will divide time with you." He said, "It is well you do, sir; if you
don't do it you would be killed or murdered, sir." I said, " I want it to

be understood that if anybody calls me a liar I won't resent it here at

all, but will simply make a personal matter of it after the thing is over.

I don't pretend to control this meeting ; I was simply invited to come
here to make a speech. As tar as I am concerned, I am willing to divide

time with any speaker you have got; but if there was anything that

would prevent me from dividing time at all it would be that threat of

yours."
I then went around among the republicans and finally succeeded in

getting them to divide time, although they were, many of them, very
much opposed to it, for the reason that the democrats whenever they
got a chance to divide time were so terribly abusive and x^ersonal in

the character of their discussions, because, really, there was no differ-

ence in the platforms of the republicans and democrats in this State

;

there was a little distinction, but a distinction without a difference ; and
there was no fault that they could find with the republican party as a
party except to denounce its officers and members as men ; and the

republicans were restive under that, and they did not want to yield to

any discussion at all, but they finally agreed to it, and I announced it

and told them that one of our speakers would lead off, and he did so,

and then one of theirs, or two of theirs ; and they filled up the time in

some way, so that before I got an ©pijortunity to speak they all left the

ground—the whole of them.
They showed every disposition there to have a row that they could,

but I think the republicans were in such numbers that they thought it

was not very jirudent; still, they went around when the crowd collected

and attempted to get up side-issues with two or three parties there.

1 thought they had no business there, but they went in accordance
with a resolution, recommended by the Clarion and adopted by their

White-Line party, to attend rei)ublican meetings, and denounce the false-

hoods, &c., that were supposed to be uttered by republicans ; and where
a democrat would go to a meeting and find that a republican said

something that he thought was not true, or that he did not particularly

like, he would call him a damned liar, and all that sort of thing; and
consequently that would be likely to kick up a row.

DEMOCRATS PRETElN^DED TO GET WONDERFULLY SCARED.

Things went along that way for a while, and finally the democrats
pretended to get wonderfully scared. They circulated all kinds of ru-

mors all over the county, to the effect that the republicans were rising

and were arming all over the county; that they were going to march on
Port Gibson and burn the town, and do this, that, and the other.
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THEY AHM, AND HAVE GUABDS OUT EVERY NIGHT.

They bad guards out every night. They went out practicing shoot-

ing every day with their breech-loading guns, and they sent off and got

a hundred of these Smith & Wesson pistols of the Eussiau pattern, that

you can, by touching a spring, break them in the center and throw out

the cartridge—a very effective weapon. A good many of them wore
these pistols habitually' around their persons, so that you could see

them ; and they had also leather belts around them, to carry their fixed

ammunition in. They kept out sentinels at night, and our little town
looked like a garrison in war-times, almost for months.

TEICKS THAT ARE VAIN.

I didn't dare to leave the town any time for fear of some riot that I

might prevent by being there. For instance, our band started to go out

to Hazlehurst, in Copiah County, to a political meeting out there. They
had been seat for by the sheriff" of that county, who wanted them to go
there—a darkey band. They went out, and a person—-1 think I know
who the man was, but at the same time, as I have no legal proof, I

would not like to mention his name—circulated a report to the effect

that the band was going to Copiah County, followed by six or seven
hundred darkies ; that they had been sent for by Sheriff Matthews to

just clean out the town of Hazlehurst ; and the consequence was that the
white men of J>randywine turned out that night and picketed all the
loads, but nothing took place. The band had passed fortunately before

they put out their pickets, and consequently nothing was done.
This same man, in my judgment—now I am pretty confident that I do

not do him any injustice by something that transpired afterward ; in

fact I I'eel satisfied that he was the one, because I know his tricky

nature and disposition—he sent a rumor, tliat met the band, to the
effect that when they got back to Magruder's store they were going to

be attacked by Port Gibson White-Liners—would certainly be attacked.

Tliat was on Sunday. He sent this rumor all the way up into Copiah
County, where the band was, so that it would meet them up there and
have the effect to get a lot of darkies along with the band. There was
quite a crowd of country darkies attracted by the music.

By Mr. McDonald :

Q. 1 would like to have that man's name.—A. I would not like to

give his name, as I have no l^gal jiroof ; no proof at all except my own
suspicion, and as I am dealing with a luan's rei)utation I would not like

to have it said that I have stated that in reference to him. 1 don't

think it would be hardly right to do it, that is all, and I had rather not
do that, liut some one did it; the rumor must have originated with
some one. There was a lot of darkies, a crowd of course collected

by the music, following the band just like you have seen little boys
following after a band of music in the streets in town.
These men when they got to Linden, where the line was between Clai-

borne and Copiah, were told by the band to go back, but they had heard
this rumor, and they said they were going to go along and protect the
band. Finally, though, when they got down some little distance into

Claiborne they did prevail on those men to go back, and they went back.
But they had not gone far on the road toward ]\Iagruder's store before

they were met by quite a crowd of darkies, who said that they had
heard this rumor, and they concluded that it was best to go along with
the band. I presume those darkies were armed ; 1 think they were ; I

know there were a good many of them armed, and I suppose most of
them were. Those who were not armed with shot-guns were armed
with revolvers. Some of the revolvers I saw and some I didn't see.
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ALARM K^ PORT GIBSON.

Thien a rumor was sent clown to the efl'ect that the band was coming
to town with a large force of darkies—some thousand darkies, with the
evident intention of burning the town of Port Gibson. That caused the
White-Liners immediately to rush to arms and get their horses and sally

out to meet these armed men.
1 happened then to be in town, but I did not know what the trouble

was. They told me that they had received word that two thousand
men were coming into Port Gibson with the intention of burning the
town. I told them, "Gentlemen, 1 propose to lead the crowd that goes
out to meet that band ; I want to be the first one killed in that row my-
self." 1 ordered my horse and jumped on him, and I did lead the crowd
that went out.

We got to Magruder's store, and there we found the band and a
crowd with it, too. The band halted, and I insisted then that one of the
democratic leaders should go with me on horseback and we would meet
this band and see what we could learn. We went up, and when we got
within fifty or a hundred yards, or such matter, I saw them deploy their

skirmishers. We got up pretty close, and I heard some one halloo,
" There is Mr. Stiles ; it is all right if he is there."

ARMED NEGROES MET.

I rode up to the leader of the band and asked him what they meant.
Said 1, " What do these armed men mean ? " lie said that they had
been notified in Copiah that they would be attacked at Magruder's
store, and " these men concluded that they would come along and see
us by Magruder's. We did not believe the report was true, and tried to

get them to go back, but they would not go back; " and, said he, "I
never thought it until I got here and saw the glitter of those muskets
at a distance, and I then thought it was true, and I was preparing for

a fight."

1 found that he had prepared for a fight. He had his skirmishers
out, and there was a little chaparral, a little woods, off to the left, and
I found that they had stationed a lot of darkies behind that chaparral.
The consequence was that the White-Liners would have charged right

on the skirmishers that were sent out, and these fellows would have
closed in around them, and I think they would have pretty nearly
cleaned them out.

I told the White-Liners then that they ought to congratulate them-
selves that I was along with them, because I kept a good many of them
from getting hurt.

That was on Sunday. The next day, Monday, there came into town
Captain McLean, with about fifty or one hundred men, I believe, from
the Eocky Springs precinct, well armed with shot-guns, &c., and they
said that they had been notified that the sheriff of the county wanted
them.

THEY DISPERSE AT ONCE.

By the Chairman :

Q. You have not told us what became of this crowd of negroes.—A.
They dispersed at once, sir, when I told them to disperse. The leaders
and, in fact, they all, said that they had simply come along to protect
their baud; that they thought it was going to be attacked at McGrn-
der's store. There was no trouble at all ; they just went along and I

told them, that is the colored people, that they would not be hurt, to go
along; and they all dispersed at once in apparent good humor.
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Captain McLean told us that lie had received information tbat the
sheriff wanted him there to protect the jail ; that the darkies- were
going- to release the prisoners in jail. I went out to meet him, too,

and came into town with him. We gave him his dinner there, and he
went off home with the crowd, well satistied, well pleased.

CONTINUED ALARIVIS OF NEW INSTIREECTIONS—"A KIND OF EELIC."

This thing kept up; to tell you the truth there was continued alarms,
and the White-Liners turned out in the middle of the night and ir the
day-time; and rumors were continually in circulation to the effect that
the darkies were coming into town to destroy the whole town, and they
would turn out and have a terrible excitement, Sunday or any time.

1 fully understand now, although I didn't at the time quite under-
stand, for I thought probably some people were scared—my experience
before the war was to the effect that the southern people here in Mis-
sissippi would get scared sometimes by rumors of negro insurrections,
and they would pitch in and have a terrible excitement over it, when
the darkies had no more idea of rising than anything in the world ; and
I thought it likely that was a kind of relic of that; I thought probably
they were a little excited about it, and that they did really think, some
of them, that the darkies were going to kick up a row and come into
town, «S:c. ; but now 1 feel certain that it was a planned thing; that it

was got up with the express view and object of intimidating the col-

ored people—the colored voters ; to give them to understand, " 2now
we are always ready and we are armed, and we are going to put you
down with a high hand." Their speeches and everything indicated that.

KUMOE OF JIM PAGE AT THE HEAD OF A THOUSAND DARKIES IN
ARMS.

They turned out frequently and repeatedly, and finally this turning-
out business was broken up in a singular fashion. There came a rumor
one night about midnight—the town was quiet—and suddenly I heard
a terrible noise of horses and men charging around. I was so much
accustomed to this excitement that any little noise that way disturbed
nre, and I sprang up at once and went out and tried to find out what
was the matter. I found the men arming in hot haste. They were going
out to meet Jim Page, an old colored man there in the county, and a
verj' sensible, clever darkey, too, the former sheriff" of the county. He
was reported to be coming into town with a thousand darkies, with the
avowed intention of burning the town, and they were going to go out
and meet him and have a fight.

I told them, says I, " Gentlemen, I have rode around a good deal with
you, and I don't care particularly to go with you to-night, but if you
can't get some leading rei)ublicans to go I will go along with you; but
I think you ought to send some leading republican along with one of
your leading democrats to see whether this is a fact or not. The dem-
ocrat would be perfectly safe, because they are not going to fire into a
republican. If no one else will go, I will mount my horse and go."

I had been out the day before making speeches, and I didn't care to
go if I could help it.

I asked them to give me a few moments to consult my republican
friends, and I saw Tom Richardson, a colored republican there, and he
volunteered to go. Captain Kearney, who was one of the captains of
the White-Line men, if not the cajitaiu of it— I never could exactly
ascertain whether he was the real leader—he volunteered to go with
Kichardson, and they started out. They had picketed all the roads iu

ihe mean time.
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JIM PAGE IS FOUND, AIs'D HE "WANTS TO FIGHT CAD."

They went on clown to Jim Page's bouse and halted, and Page came
out of his gallery in his shirt, and he demanded what they wanted.
Tom Richardson hallooed out, " Jim, do you want to fight ? " He said,

"I do want to fight; I want to fight bad, and if some of you will come
up here I will fight you—waking up a man and bringing him out here
in his shirt-tail to attend to your damned nonsense !

"

It seemed so ridiculous that Captain Kearney and they all laughed
and went oft'. After that they never turned out any more, and I think
the whole thing was broken up by that ridiculous thing.

I then went oft' to Natchez for a week, thinking that everything was
all right. I had to go there to attend tomy official duties as district

attorney. I really believed that the excitement was genuine at that
time, and I went off; the thing seemed to have died away, and every-

thing appeared to be quiet. 1 got down to Natchez and staid there a
week or so.

JOHN J. SMITH AND WIFE RUN OFF.

1 don't know what took place while I was gone. I cannot say any-
thing at all about what caused the renewal of the excitement. I don't

know, but I received a notitication from the sheriff of the democratic
executive committee in Natchez, who was a personal friend of mine,
that John J. Smith had been run away from Claiborne—from Port Gib-
son—he and his wife. 1 asked him if he had it from a reliable source,

and he said, 1 think, that he had it by telegraph. I immediately jumped
on board the boat and came up to Port Gibson.
When I got to Grand Gulf I found it was true, that John J. Smith

had been waited upon by a committee aLd notified to leave the town of

Port Gibson. That was what was said. Of course I did not see that

myself, and could not swear positively, but I had it from men on both
sides. In fact, they said how he and his wife had left in great haste

;

that Mr. Smith was so badly alarmed, as I was told by a democrat, that

he would not stay in Grand Gulf at all to wait for a boat, but went over

on the Louisiana side to wait for a boat. So I think he must have
thought that things were pretty urgent about that time, or be would not

have done that; and he, at any rate, thought that violence would have
been offered to him or he would not have left in that way.

I got on board the cars. The day I got there was the day appointed
for a republican mass meeting, a grand mass meeting just before the

election. That was on Saturday, and the election was to take place on
Tuesday. I came up on the cars, and I appealed to the conductor, whom
I knew very well, and requested him to stop his train just opposite where
the barbecue was to be held, so I might get off and go across there, and
be there as soon as possible, because I heard all sorts of rumors.

"YOU won't have a fair ELECTION."

I met my friend. Judge Speed, of Vicksburgh, at the Gulf, and we had
a long talk, and among other things he told me that our party was go-

ing to be beaten, &c. I told him that there was no danger of that if

our men were allowed to vote—if there was to be a fair election. He
said, " You won't have a fair election." He said there was going to be
trouble there to-day ; that he apprehended that to-day. That was Sat-

urday. He said there would probably be a row between the whites and
blacks; that the whites were very determined, and they did not pro-

pose to allow any speaking. I told him I did not place much confidence

in it, but still I thought if they had that sort of spirit I had better be

getting up there, because there might be a row, and I might prevent it.



168 MISSISSIPPI ELECTION— CLAIBORNE COUNTY.

A COLORED PROCESSION ATTACKED.

I got off tlie train, and when 1 got there the republican procession
had reached the ground—a jn-ocession of about two thousand colored
voters. On their way through town they had been attacked by the
White-Liners; in various places as they went through town the white
men had struck them over the head with sticks and cursed them, and
applied all sorts of opprobrious epithets to them, and did everything in

the world to provoke a row there in town—a difficulty there in the town.
I had told the colored people in all my speeches through the county

and at all their clubs that it was better for them to keep the peace at

all hazards; that they would have no earthly chance in the event of a
conflict between the republicans and the democrats of that county, none
in the world, and it was a matter of vital moment to them to keep the
peace; to submit to anything rather than have a row. That was my
advice to them. I told them, "This thing will not be tolerated long,

surely, because the United States Government is not going to submit
to this thing long. You have your constitutional rights

;
you have a

right to vote, and surely the Government will see that you are permitted
to exercise thi^ right ; and it is better for you to submit for a little time,

because the Government will certainly come to your aid."

Well, under that state of the case they just marched like heroes right

through the town. They paid no attention to the democrats when they
would strike them with sticks, and all that sort of thing; they paid no
attention whatever, but they jvst went through town and came out to

the grounds.

THE DEMOCRATS TURN OUT ON HORSE AND FOOT, ARMED.
The democrats were so infuriated at the determined aspect of the

colored people, and the way in which they had treated them, that they
mustered, I suppose, to the number of about five hundred. But, in an
excitement like that, a man might exaggerate a little, and when a man
was a little scared a thing might look a little big. They came certainly

in larger numbers than I could muster for a thing of that kind. I

counted two hundred and fifty or three hundred horsemen, and maybe
one hundred and fifty or two hundred footmen. I never made any ac-

curate count, and never attempted to estimate them, except just simply
by what I could see around.
They were all armed with breecb-loading guns, and with these United

States Springfield muskets, made over to load at the breech, bayonet,
iSic. They were armed with these Smith & Wesson pistols, after the
Russian pattern, and they were some of them armed with these Spencer
rifles.

They came there, and I certainly could not imagine that people in

this age and in this generation would act in the way that they did, I

met them, and after they came there every white republican got up and
left at once. I never saw a single one of them there alter 1 got there,

because they had seen what took place in town. They thought that

these men had come right there and were going to have a fight right

of}", at once. I did not think so.

I thought at first it was "bluff;'' thfit I would bo able to stop them.
When they got, I suppose, within about fifty yards, uiaybe, of the meet-
ing, I went to them, thinking that I could stop them, and could pre-

vent them from going; and I api)ealed to them, and I told them that

I could not think that they would projjose to go there and disturb our
meeting. I asked them what they meant by coming there with arms,
and all that sort of thing.
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THEY AVOW THEIR PURPOSE.
I ^as answered, that the^- came there for the purpose of showing the

nigger that he could not rule the white men auy louger, and they told

uie right square out that me and my sort could not rule them any longer.

They said that they had stood this thing long enough. There was so
many talking at once I could hardly repeat what they did say, but that
was the sentiment expressed, aud numbers of them spoke it.

THE SHERIFF HAD TURNED OYER HIS OFFICE TO THREE DEMOCRATS.
I found, what I did not know before, when I got there that day, that

the sheriff of the county had turned over his office entirely to tbree
prominent democrats, aud had declared himself unable to keep tbe
peace, and that he could not be responsible and he would resign his of-

fice -, and they had persuaded him not to resign, but to turn it over to

them, and they would keep the peace.

By Mr. McMillan :

Q. Were they among this crowd f—A. Yes, sir ; they were there.

Maj. James S. Mason was one of them; he was one of the men to

whom the sheriff had turned over the office—a very clever, nice gentle-

man, but a strong democrat, 1 tell you.

By Mr. McDonald :

Q. Who were the other parties ?—A. John Burnett and J. 0. Kennard.
I w ould not be positive whether it was John Burnett or N. S. Walker, but
it was one of those. They weie very prominent citi#:'ns. They were to

run the sheriff's office and keep the peace. The sheriff was unable to

keep the peace alone, and these men were understood to help him aud
back him in doing so. I appealed to them—I appealed more partic-

ularly to Major Mason, because I had always had the very highest es-

teem aud regard for him, aud I believe that he had for me. I went to

him and appealed to him for God's sake to help keep the peace, and to

allow us the privilege which all American citizens had of making
speeches. He said, " Well, I did not come here with the view of keep-
ing the peace ; the time for keeping peace has passed ;

I cannot keep
the peace, and there is no use in talking about it ; 1 cannot do anything,

eveu if I had ever so much disposition to do so." That was just about
the way he answered me. He said, " The best thing you can do now
is to just disperse this meeting ; it is the only way to prevent a row."

democrats found in LINE OF BATTLE.

I looked around and found that they had already got up there and got
down off their horses aud formed a line of battle there, and I found that

there were lots of white people, and they were all armed with weapons
of various kinds. I looked around and saw one man darting out of the

line and going in among the colored people aud talking to them, and curs-

ing and abusing them, and then running back to the line as though he had
been assaulted in some way, trying to get his friends to rally and start a
shooting in some way, and get up a difficulty. I sawOapt. N. S. Walker
walking very rapidly, aud 1 hailed him. I knew that he was a man of

influence, and I attempted to stop him, but he said, "I have not got time

now ; I am going right down." 1 passed through a crowd going down to

interview Sprott, our candidate for sheriff, aud there was danger of a
difficulty. He said he was going down there in hopes to get down in

time to prevent it.

This Sprott is as clever a gentleman as you ever saw in your life. Ho
is now our superintendent of education, confirmed by the democratic

senate here. That shows what kind of a man he is. 1 went down with
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Mr. Walker then, startedMown witli bim, rather, aud I saw a man named
Bernheimer, a brother of this man Beruheimer that I have spoken of
before as one of the merchants there in town ; I saw him rushing in

among the crowd half scared to death. He was blowing, and cursing,

and ripping.

Q. What was his first name ?—A. I am not positive. It was one of

the Bernheimers, a young fellow; I don't know but it was Louis. A
crowd began to gather around him at once. He and some darkies were
talking, and I saw it was necessary for me to interfere right away, and
I rushed in between them, and I looked at Mr. Bernheimer, and, said he,
" Mr. Stiles, you don't blame usl" I said, " I do blame you for making
a damned fool of yourself, as you are doing now f and it quieted him
down.

DETERMINED TO HAVE A ROW.
I then turned around and saw a man named James Wiley ; he was

charging and going it—seemed to be appealing to the people there as
though the darkies were immediately going to charge on them. The
darkies, it seems, concluded that the best plan would be to get a little

farther back, and they had fallen back. Wiley rushed up in a terribly

excited manner, and says, " What does that mean ! Stop them men !

stop them, if you can!" I said, "There is no occasion for excitement
here at all."

I saw they were determined to have a row. Major Mason had
assured me that such would be the case unless the darkies dispersed

;

and I concluded Hhat that would be the best plan. There would
be no possibility of making a speech, as a matter of course, in sucli a
state of excitement ; and I thought there could be no good object at-

tained by attempting to hold a meeting; that they would never listen to

me live minutes.

THE COLORED PEOPLE BREAK UP AND GO HOilE.

So I told the colored people that the best plan would be to break up
and go home ; and they did so. They didn't seem disposed to want to

give the colored people time to get away from there, but would run around
and say, " What are yon stopping here for f or " What are you doing
here?" and all that sort of thing.

MANY DEMOCRATS PITCHED IN AND ATE MORE THAN THE REPUBLI-
CANS.

After having driven the colored ])eople from their dinner, I noticed
a good many democrats did not scorn to partake of that dinner. I would
not have done it under those circumstances, it appeared to me, but the
democrats pitched in, and I think they ate more than the republicans
had done, for they had had no opportunity of eating.

THE TOWN PATROLLED ALL NIGHT.

They went back to town. That was Saturday night. That night they
patroUed the town all night. They had pickets oat on the various roads.

I wanted to get a dispatch to Governor Ames and let him know the
state of things. He at one time apprehended a great deal of trouble
there in Claiborne, from the tone of the leading democrats. At the time
there was talk of the governor organizing a militia if he could not get
United States troops here. I told him that I did not want the militia

organized in that county, for I wanted to avoid having a row between
the whites and blacks; but if it could not be avoided, and if he could
not get United States troops at all to protect us, I supposed we would
have to organize a militia. The governor told me, " 1 think you can
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gjet Uuited States troops," Then I told liiui, "No; I don't want those
United States troops until I see itns absolutely essential, and then 1 will

want tbem at once/' So I sat down and wrote to the governor a de-

tailed statement in reference to the matter, and sent it across to him by
a conrier. I had to send the courier to Dr. Sprott's, that he might give
it to another courier out there, so that there would' be no one missing
from town ; for if there had been, these democrats would have suspected
something probably. I sent a courier out to Dr. Sprott's. The courier
could not go out there in the road, and he had to take across the field

to avoid these pickets. When he got to the doctor's, the doctor imme-
diately mounted a man and sent him across to Governor Ames with a
dispatch, and I think the governor got it some time on Sunday. He
rode all night to get here. I received no answer to that dispatch at all

;

no troops were sent.

ARMED DEMOCEATS HIDE THROUGH THE COUNTY.
That day, Sunday, I am credibly informed, though I don't know the

fact myself, because, of course, I did not see it—I could not leave town,
and did not dare to leave town, for fear some row should occur in town,
so that it would be necessary for me to be there and use my influence

to put it down—I was credibly informed that leading republicans were
hunted for all around, and that there were bauds of democrats riding
all over the county, armed men, riding all over the county, that day,
on Sunday, in the various precincts. Among others,! am told that they
went to the candidate of the republican party, whose name is W. H.
Goens, I think—I am not positive, but that is the way, I think, he spells

liis name—he was on the republican ticket for the position of assessor.

I was told that Dr. W. D. Bean, Dr. W. P. Hughes, and other demo-
crats, went armed and hunted him up, found him, and presented pistols

at him, and made him sign a document, addressed to them, in which he
stated about to this effect:—(As I did not anticipate coming beibre this

committee, I did not bring any documents at all along- with me. Wheu
I left home I had no idea of going to Jackson, or anywhere else; I was
simply going into Warren County, and, while there, I heard that a friend

of mine wanted to see me in Vicksburg, and when I got there, I heard
that I had been summoned by the committee.)

A republican's forced RESIGNATION.

The document, though, was to this effect

:

Gentlemen: The uudersigned respectfully resigns his position on the republican
ticket as candidate for assessor. He proposes to devote himself to the educational
interests of the country in future, and requests the assistance of all good white men, &c.

W. H. GOENS.
Dr. W. P. Hughes and Dr. W. D. Bean.

He signed that document, and that was struck off on handbills imme-
diately and posted all over tUe county. I think this thing was done
some time on Monday morning; at any rate, before election-day this

letter of resignation was posted all over the county.
I do not believe that it was a voluntary, genuine resignation, as he

was a sensible man ; and if he wanted to resign his position voluntarily

as a candidate he would not have addressed his resignation to W. P.
Hughes and W. D. Bean, members of the democratic party, but would
have addressed it to myself as chairman of the republicau executive
committee of that county, or to the republicans and citizens of the
county directly; he would have certainly done that.

HUNTING republicans ALL THAT DAY^

On Monday the same things were stated—that they were hunting
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iDfluential republicaus. W. D. Sprott, I know, did not sleep in Lis

house. I know from bim, and 1 know from others. My messenger, for

instance, could not find him at his house, and it was some time before

he could find liim, as he was hid away in the cotton-house. He appre-
hended that they were going to kill him

; and there were all sorts of
threats of that nature rite. I heard that they were hunting republicans
all that day. I don't know whether it was so or not 5 I did not see any
of them.

EVERYTHING JUBILANT ON ELECTION MORNING.
On Tuesday moruiug, the day of the election, I got to the polls, I sup-

pose, about 9 o'clock. They had been voting, I reckon, about an hour
when I got there. When I got there everything was jubilant; the
democrats were all in good humor; they were all so, and all in very
good humor ; and to my surprise they were not in a hurry about voting.

They did not seem to want to go to the polls at all; they seemed par-

ticularly anxious that the colored people should vote, and they were
rushing them in there by scores, and they were voting lively. The col-

ored people seemed to be doing all the voting. I was surprised at that,

and I stood there and I watched it a little while. After some time I
walked up and went past the barrier and went up to where the demo-
cratic challengeis were sitting. One of them had a little book, I sup-

jwse probably the size of that, [indirating,] in which he had written
every voter in the precinct, and he was recording the voters as they
came down—whether it was a democrat or republican vote.

THE DEMOCRATS GOT MAD.

By Mr. McMillan:
Q. Who was he?

—

A. J. I). Vertner, brigadier general now, I believe,

bj' appointment of Governor Stone. James A. Gage was the other chal-

lenger. The rei)ublicans had no challenger there, 1 found. I just took
the i)osition myself, being chairman of the county executive committee.
1 then walked right up and began to look on myself. The aspect of the
crowd atonce changed ; instead of being jubilant, and agreeable, and jov-

ial, and all that sort of thing, as they had been, the democrats seemed to

get angry ;dl at once. Now, 1 will leave you gentlemen to draw your
own conclusions, just as I did. I could give you the conclusion, of

course, that I came to in reference to it, but I don't know that it would
be an^^ evidence, and 1 don'c know that it would be worth while to men-
tion what it was. But they got mad and immediately began to })ush

and crowd. Seeing how things were going, seeing that the darkies
were crowding and the white men were crowding and everything was
getting up into a i)erfect jam, 1 went up to Captaiu Walker, who was
commanding the outside police force there, and made a proposition that

the voters be formed in two lines; that the whites be formed in one
line and the darkies in another, and to let one white man vote and
then a darky, and so on. But the Clarion had particularly said to

them that this thing of forming in a line was not going to be tolerated

any longer, and that they would not tolerate it there.

By Mr. McDonald :

Q. That is the paper i)ublished here—Mr. Barksdale's paper ?—A.
Yes, sir. They said that very thitig; they used the expression of the
Clarion ; they did not tolerate it there and they would not tolerate

it, and I could not get them to do it. I said to them that it looked to

nie like there was going to be a row, but that this was their own atTair;

that I had told theui how they could manage it without a row. Pretty
soon one of the republicans said, " There is going to be a row, if the
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republicans don't fall back ; let the republicans fall back and let the
democrats vote." I said, " Now, captain, you can have no excuse; let

the colored people fall back entirely and let the democrats do their vot-

ing." He seemed to think there could be no objection to that, and he
started off to execute it ; but before he went he said, " Why don't Ed.
Jones dolt 1 "—Ed. Jones was a prominent republican there. " Well,"
said I, " Captain, he cannot do it ; there must be some one with author-
ity." Said he, " Well, I will go and attend to it," and he went to attend
to it.

In a minute or two I looked off and saw a crowd of about, I suppose,
three or four hundred colored men coming in on horseback ; they were
marching, and had a flag in front of them—a large white flag. Ed. Bris-

coe, who was the candidate against me for the i)osition of district attor-

ney—I have got to tell the whole story, I suppose, though I do not like

to do it—he immediately holloed out, " Put down that flag there ; what
are you damned fools carrying that flag for ; don't you know you are
not going to be hurt ? " I suppose he went over to see about it ; I don't
know about that, but in a few minutes afterward he came back, and it

struck me that maybe Walker was having some difliculty keeping these
colored men back about that time ; and I knew that I had influence with
them, that anything I told them to do they would do it promptly, and I

approached to the barrier with a view of telling them to fall back. When
I got there my attention was called to the excitement there then. This
man—W. T. Magruder, I think his name is—was standing at the opening
where the voters passed through ; he came into this barrier and was
standing there, and a man named Ben. Humphries, jr., was standing on
the other side of it, and there was nobody going through now except
democrats. There were a few democratic darkies there, and they had
some sort of badge on their coats—a blue ribbon or something—and they
were going through, th.ough the balance of the darkies were not going
through. I noticed particularly the attitude of Mr. Magruder. The
darkies were all on the left and the whites crowded on the right going
into this barrier.

A CANDIDATE BEC03IES PEOFANE.

I noticed the attitude of Mr. Magruder and noticed his words. He
was throwing his arms backward violently and saying, '' Get off" of my
back—there is fire on my back ; damn it, get off' of my back!" and he
struck back and hit them in the face. I was satisfied that there was
going to be a row, and I rushed out among them to make them fall back.

Just as I was about to do it I noticed this man Briscoe, who was run-

ning against me for district attorney, he was gesticulating with both
hands and talking, and the amount of it was this—" These damned nig-

gers shall not vote for these God-damned scoundrels ;
we have stood

this thing long enough and ain't going to stand it any longer."

A PISTOL IS FIRED—THE BULLETS BEGIN TO WHISTLE.

Just about that time a pistol was fired. I could not see who fired

the pistol, but I believe I know who fired it, just as anybody would
know by common rumor, but still 1 would not like to say who it Avas unless

I knew positively, or had some evidence of it; I have no evidence of it.

In an instant I believe there were probably fifty men just firing in all

directions. At first I holloed to the colored people not to run—"Don't
run ! don't run !" I thought it was a bluft"; that is what 1 thought at

first; but just about the time I said that the bullets began to whistle

around me and I thought the best plan for me was to be getting into

the house, that it was safer in the house than outside. I saw only one
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republican there besides myself, and not a single wbite republican but
myself. I thought—well, I might be a target ; while they might not
think of shooting at me now I might get shot if they got to shooting in

earnest. So I stepped back and got up on an old chair that we had
been sitting on, in front of this window, and stepped over through into

the court-house. I had not been there a second, however, not five sec-

onds at any rate—it did not look to me it was any time at all hardly

—

before the shootiug was over.

** THE DARKIES BROKE.

The darkies broke and ran just as soon as the shooting commenced.
As soon as the shooting was over I jumped back out of the window and
made for the barrier. When I got there— it was only a step or two, fif-

teen or twenty feet—I found tluit all the democrats were scattered all

around everywhere with their pistols out.

THE DEMOCRATS PORM IN LINE.

A horn blew, and just at that second they all broke, or a good many
of them did; some few staid around, but the majority broke in an
instant and ran across the street to a point commanding the place where
the voting was, commanding the road there, and formed a line on the
corner across the street, with their guns.

A CANNON LOADED WITH BUCKSHOT C0]VOIANDS THE ROAD.

Now, I am told, and I think it can be shown without any doubt—

I

am satisfied that it could be proved by the democrats themselves—

I

have been told by numbers of democrats that there was a cannon there,

and that that cannon was pointed so as to command that road, and was
loaded with buck-shot, and that canisters were made of tin to hold
them ; that they were made by a German named Schafl", who was a tin-

ner ; that he fixed up these shots, and the cannon was loaded witli them,
and that it commanded that i^osition.

DR. MAGRUDER ADYISES THE CROWD TO KILL THE WITNESS.

Just about that time, while all this excitement was going on, I heard
a man halloo out—stop, there is another thing before that, though

:

Just about that time, while all this excitement was there, and all the

lieople were wild with excitement, there were a number of these demo-
crats around—not a great many of them, but quite a number of them.
Dr. T. B. Magruder— 1 think that is his name—made a speech, and to

hear his speech a good many of the "AVhitc-Liners"' broke their line

there and came up with their guns and pistols, and one thing and
another, and he addressed the crowd to get them to kill me. lie told

them, ''There stands the man who is responsible for all this; there is

the scoundrel who is responsible for all this bloodshed. 1 knew his

father, and 1 knew his mother, and I knew his grandfather, and I have
known his family for years and years; I respected and loved them

;

they were good peoi)le, but he has disgraced his people; he has dis-

graced his kindred; he has gone back on his race, and he ought to be
killed; kill him now; do not let such a man as this live on the face of

the earth."

He went on in that kind of strain. Just about that time a fellow

named Dr. lliser—that is, I was informed afterward that that was
his name, though I did not know who it was at the time—of course

I was pretty badly excited by IMagruder's speech, which vras a very
eloquent speech at the time, I thought, and I was afraid it was going
to aflect me, and I was watching him more than anybody else. About
this time this man lliser called me a "God-damned son-of-a-bitch !

"



TESTIMONY OF EDWAED H. STILES. 175

and said "Let's go for Lim anyhow;" and he came charging tovards
me. Capt. N. S. Walker, a good friend of mine, 1 saw him nm across
in front of me, and in the direction whence I heard the sonnd of that
man holloing, and, I am told, he pulled out a pistol and pointed at

the head of this Eiser, and said, "Now, you scoundrel, if you say another
word I will blow out your brains; " and I saw Eiser running off'. It all

transpired in a great deal less time than I can tell it; almost instanta-

neous these things were. Col. J. S. Mason and some one else—I am not
positive who, but anyhow Mr. Mason—ran up to old Dr. Magruder and
grabbed him and persuaded him to keep still, and took hi in off" and
talked to him, and said how desperate and foolish it was, and so on. I

did not believe that I was in any danger at the time, except from such
men as Magruder and Eiser, because 1 heard a good many democrats
saying right there, "jSTot much you don't; we will fight for him," and
speaking in that way, meaning me ; and I believe that if they had at-

tempted to assault me there would have been a row amongst themselves
right there.

MAGRUDER ADVISED THE DARKIES TO COME ARMED.
In a moment or two the darkies came back and wanted to vote.

Well, I told them, " There is no use in your attempting to vote here now,
for if you do there will be difficulty ; the democrats are determined to
carry this election anyhow, and there is no use talking about it."

The darkies had come to the election unarmed, entirely unarmed, by
my direction. W. T. Magruder, the very man that attempted to kick
up this row at the polls, and the very man that had holloed and
thrashed his hands back and struck the do.rkies in their faces, was the
man, that had sent runners around and attempted to get the darkies into

Port Gibson armed, and advised them to do it, or tried his best to get
them to do it ; and it absolutely required all my exertions on Monday,
just simply because of this action of Magruder's, to get the darkies to

come into Port Gibson without their arms. I told them it was perfect
folly for them to think of it. Well, they came in, on account of my exer-

tions, utterly unarmed. They had been searched, because they had a
darkey and white policeman, and they searched them to see that they
did not have arms, and they knew that they were uuarmed at the time
that they fired those shots.

NUMBER OE NEGROES KILLED AND WOUNDED.
Well, Mr, Mason and others succeeded in preventing Magruder from

making his speech, and the thiog seemed to quiet down. I told the
darkies that there was no use in attempting to vote, and a good many
of the democrats felt enraged at me for telliug them so. I said, " You
can give no assurance that these darkies can stay here and vote without
beiug shot into; you have already tired into tbem and murdered one
man, and have wounded six others right here; what guarantee have I

got that you won't kdl the balance of them if they come here and attempt
to vote? No republicans can vote here. There is no possibility of

carrying this election, because if you see we are about to beat, you will

pitch in and shoot us down as you have before. 1 would not vote my-
self if I had not already voted."

COLORED PEOPLE ADVISED TO LEAVE.

Ool. J. L. Kennard, who was at the time chairman of the democratic
executive committee of the county, and, I believe, a man sincerely

desirous of peace, and desirous that every man should have a chance to

vote—I honestly believe that he was sincere in it, and with one or two
exceptions I believe he was the only man that ideally was so desirous ; 1
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thiuk that Colouel Mason was, but I do uot think that he made the
exertion that Kennard did—he is a good man and a true man, and
when he says anything you can rely upon what he says. I went to him
and said, " I have advised these colored i)eople to go away." He said,
" I have done this same thing myself. 1 tear that if they attempt to

come back and vote there will be a repetition of this shooting; and I

advised them that way. 1 am responsible for that. 1 said it to them,
and I am willing to stand by it. They cannot vote, for if they come back
here there will be another row, and I do not want to see the colored men
killed for an election." I said, "I just feel that way;" and I told the
darkies to go away, and that there was no more voting to be done there
that day.

EXCITEMENT ALL OVER THE COUNTY.
The excitement was all over the county, though, on that day. There were

various rumors and reports of people being shot at. That night, after

the counting of the votes in the Port Gibson precinct— I think the Port
Gibson i)recinct was the only one counted that night—the republican
registrar, W. B. Andrews, the only one who was a republican, for the
democrats bought up the other republican, a fellow named Leon L'Ange,
and the other was John ]\[cC. Martin, who was a democrat and a very
good man. L'Ange had no business on the board at all, but they ap-
pointed him, and he was for sale to the highest bidder. He was on the
board, appointed as a republican, and sold out to the democrats.

A CAJEON.

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. What was his color?—A. He was a mixture. I»t is hard to tell

you what his color was. 1 believe he claimed to be white, but he did
not look like it. He is what they call a cajeon [i) in Louisiana. They are
a kind of mixture of Mexican, Negro, Indian, and Frenchman, all mixed
up, and don't know hardly what. I invited the republican registrar to
come around and stay with me. 1 had a room back of my office in Port
Gibson, where 1 staid when I was in town, and I invited him to come
around and stay with me. He said, " Xot much ! 1 am too old a man to

be caught that way. I don't stay with you, by a long chalk."
Finally, however, he was prevailed upon to go with me, and went

around. Somehow he had a presentiment; he says, " I cannot stay
here ; there is no use talking about it. There are men on the street here
to-night that are going to do some damage, I know, in some way ; they
are determined to do it." I said, " 1 don't think there is any danger."
Says he, "We must not stay here." I told him I did not see any dan-
ger ; that they were feeling pretty good after having carried the elec-

tion. He said he knew there was danger from the way that they had
acted.

1 finally concluded to go with him, more to humor him than anything
else, because I did not apprehend any danger at all. But it seems that
there was danger, for John McO. Martin, the democratic registrar, came
to me in the morning and told me that there had been a crowd gotten
up, and that they were going to wait on me and force me to leave ; that
the ciowd had done some desperate things, and among others, they in-

tended to make me leave, and to go to my office and hunt me, and he
persuaded them not to do it. I have heard from others that they did
go to my office ; that they went there, and if they had found us in there
there is no telling what they would have done.

now THE GOVERNMENT DETECTIVE ACTED.

There is a fellow there—a legerdemain man, he pretended to be,
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but what he was I cannot tell you, and I don't remember his uame ; I

don't know as I ever knew it—he came there aud had a few little tricks

with balls, and one thing and another, that he performed. He got a
hall there and had performances in that. He went down to the demo-
cratic White-Line meeting and told them that he was a White-Liner from
Vicksburg, and belonged to the White-Line crowd in Vicksburg ; and
that being so, they admitted him to go into their White-Line League, and
he had got into all their secrets, &c. He acted in the most singular way
I ever saw a man act.

The court-house is situated on a square, and directly opposite to the

court-house on that square is a row of little buildings, which have been
burned since, where there were the democratic headquarters. They oc-

cupied a portion of them ; and there was the Standard office at that

time, which was their headquarters, commanding a full view of where
the election was to be held. Next to that was a tin-shop, and into that

this legerdemain fellow would go, and for what reason nobody ever

knew ; and he acted like a crazy man ; and I don't know what he was,

unless he was what peojde called him, a Government detective; that

was what was told to me afterward. He went in there into that tin-

shop, aud instead of doing as anybody else would have done that wanted
to look at the election—sit in the door and look on—he shut the door
tight and put up a kind of screen in the window, just so that he could

look over and see what was going on, who was there, and see the whole
thing.

THE UNITED STATES AGENT.

When Governor Ames got my letter with reference to the conduct of

affairs down there and with reference to the breaking-up of our repub-

lican barbecue by armed men, he showed it to General Warner. War-
ner, it seems, had an idea that it would have a good effect to telegraph

to me—supposing, of course, that I would know how to use it—that

there were United States agents there in Port Gibson watching matters.

;So he telegraphed to me at Port Gibson, " United States agents are in

your town watching matters." Supposing that he had sent it for that

express purpose, I showed it coutidentially to one or two democrats,
knowing, of course, that they would spread it all over, everywhere, in

strict confidence. So far from having the effect intended, it infuriated

them, and they set to work to find out who those agents were, and their

suspicions fell on this legerdemain man.
That night they got a crowd and they went for him ; they met him

on the street and they were going to hang him, and some of the more
moderate among them succeeded in prevailing upon them to just drive

him out of town and let him go, if he would go right away ; and he said

he would; and he went down the road atiltiug, 1 can teil you. He did

not wait for the cars or anything; he just went tilting like anything.

J. D. Vertner, in relating the circumstance to me, expressed onlj' one
regret in reference to it, aud that was that he had not his pocket-knife

along with him, so that he could cut the scoundrel's ears oft". That was
the same crowd that wanted to go for me; and I understood they wanted
to go for Sprott that night, too; but Mr. Martin told me that he prevented
this crowd from going after him. Mr. Martin is a near neighbor of mine,
a sort of family connection.

By Mr. McMillan :

Q. Is he a democrat ?—A. Yes, sir ; a bitter democrat. Still, I have
always had every confidence in him ; we have always been warm friends,

and reside within three squares of each other, and he has been a very
good friend to me.

12 MISS
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NO REPUBLICAN VOTES CAST AT PEYTONA—AND WHY.
The next day Major Mason told them that if they took any steps to

run me away from there he would go and carry his whole family with
him

; and some of the others did the same thing after they saw Mason
take that stand—after the major had come out and took the stand he
did.

Q. Was that after the election?—A. Yes, sir; that was the next
morning; the election was held on Tuesday, and on Wednesday night
we had not got a full return of the county election ; but still they were
satisfied that they had carried the county, as they well might be,
because in the district of Peytona, which generally gives a republican
majority of 700, there was not one single republican vote cast—not one.
]Sow, 1 know nothing about the matter myself, because I was not there

;

but that is where this man Goens, that they went and forced to resign,
lives. I, of course, did not see the election there, and do not know-
about it; but 1 heard that the whole Peytona democracy turned out
armed, and they went there and told the darkies that they must vote
the democratic ticket; that they could not vote unless they voted that
ticket; and the darkies just thought, if they could not vote their own
ticket, they would not vote at all, and they left. That was the state of
things, 1 am iulormed, in Peytona, and I believe it was so.

ONE FAIR ELECTION.

Eocky Springs was the only precinct in the county, in my humble
judgment, where there was a fair election. Cai)tain McLean, a man of

influence up there, and a fair-minded, honorable gentleman, had suffi-

cient influence over the roughs there to keep them quiet, and 1 think
they had a pretty fair election in that precinct.

BALLOT-BOX STUFFING AT GRAND GULF.

In Grand Gulf they attempted to play the same game that tbey had
in Port Gibson, but the darkies there would not i)ay any attention to

my advice to go to the polls unarmed, and they came armed, and the
consequence was that they mustered a larger force than the democrats,
and they concluded to allow them to vote, and said that they would fix

the boxes afterward. They voted all right, and they attempted to stulf

the boxes; but tiiey did it in such a bungling way that, instead of put-

ting in the democratic tickets of the precinct of Grand Gulf, which any-
body that had any sense about them would have done, they put in dem-
ocratic tickets from Port Gibson entirely, for the city and beat offices,

and all that sort of thing ; and of course that was too plain an attempt,
and the democratic inspector just came out and stated under oath that
these tickets had been put in there alter the voting was done ; that the
box had been stolen in the night and pauked. Notwithstanding that,

those votes were counted.

BALLOT-BOX STOLEN AND BALLOTS BURNED AT BETHEL.
At Bethel the democrats, just as they were commencing to count out

the votes—and probably they might have counted a few of them; J don't

know—came in, burst open the door suddenly, and rushed in and put
out the lights, knocked the clerk over, and jerked up the ballot-box,

iuid away they went with it ; and they ran out to some j^lace in the road

—

1 don't know how far it was, but some little distance from the polls—and
there they burned the ballots, leaving the ballot-boxes there.

arm:ed band at brandywine.
In Brandywine precinct, I am told, they were all there armed, just

as at Bethel and at Grand Gulf, Peytona, and Port Gibson ; all over
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the whole county they were right there at the polls armed—armed
bands, and no concealment about it at all.

ELECTION A PERFECT FARCE AND FRAUD.

Q. Who did you say were 1—A. The democrats. The republicans

generally iu the county did not arm at all, but weut to the polls without

arms, except at the precinct of Grand Gulf. At Rocky Springs, where
the election was held fairly, they were armed ; but through the influence

of Captain McLean, and possibly of some other men up there, the colored

people were allowed to vote, and to vote as they chose, without being
questioned ; but in the other precincts it was a perfect Iraud aud farce,

the whole thing.

MILITARY PREPARATION AT PEYTONA.

At Peytona, I was told—and I was told not only by republicans but by
democrats—that they not only went there armed iu the usual way, with
these Kussiau instols, but they had a trench dug, probably three or four

days before the election, commanding the place where the polling was
held, and they had their arms stacked there as we used to do in war.

times in fortittcations, and they came there and practiced, I am told, to

see which could get to that trench first from the polling-place. The
idea was that if there was a difQculty they were to run to this trench

and grab their arms, and then they would have everything their own
way.

BALLOT-BOX OPENED AT BRANDYWINE.

There was also a crowd of democrats at Brandy wine, who came down
there from Copiah County, armed, with a view of intimidating the black

voters. I am told, too, that at that i)recinct, although I know nothing

about it myself, the democratic inspector took possession of the box
and carried it off to a democrat's house near by, and kept it several

hours, the republican inspectors not being permitted to go there at all

;

and I understand, too, that he had a key to fit that box. There was a

democrat that told me that.

By Mr. McDonald :

Q. Give his name.—A. Hervey Shannon, candidate for justice of

the peace there, and was elected.

Q. Who was the democratic inspector there?—A. The democratic
inspector there was J. D. Fairley, who is well known to the people, and
1 think he is a fair man, although he is a democrat. He has said that

he would not have anything to do with a patent election like that, and
declined to serve, so I am told. He swore he would not have anything

to do with it at all.

A DEMOCRATIC JOLLIFICATION.

That was the case, no doubt, throughout the county generally. As a

matter of course these Port Gibson democrats immediately calculated

that they had carried the county, so they determined to have a jollifica-

tion meeting that night, Wednesday night after the election ;
and they

had a kind of jollification meeting, aud had a few bonfires aud one
thing and another. Unger aud Bridewell, two republicans, who had
come up here to see if tliey could not get Governor Ames to send some
troops there—they had started on Saturday, very soon after 1 had sent my
letter—had got home and came to Bridewell's house, which was probably

a half a mile from Port Gibson. They held their jollification meeting,

and were going on, and I went out and listened to hear what they said.

They were rejoicing, of course, over the election. Finally one democrat
jumped up on the stand—I do not know what democrat that was ; I
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would not be positive whether it was James Eollins or whether it was
Walter Magrudsr, but it was one or the other of those parties, and as I

had heard Jarnes Eollins talking about doiug this thing, I am rather

inclined to think it was Rollins—jumped on the stand and proposed to

them to go out and deal with Unger and Bridewell. They had a good
deal of trouble to prevent it ; the meeting was hugely in favor of it

;

they wanted to go down and attend to them right at once. Captain
Kearney, a leading democrat, and one of the captains of this crowd of

men, told them that he would not object to going down there to deal

with Bridewell and Unger if it was not for the fact that there was an
old lady there, old Mrs. Bridewell, and he would not stand that; that

he would protect her himself. He might have said that to quiet them,
I don't know how that was ; but the result was they did not go there.

REPUBLICANS THREATENED WITH DEATH IF THEY CONTESTED.

A few nights after that they had heard from the State and had heard
definitely from the county, so that they knew that it had all gone their

way, and the consequence was that they had another big jollification

meeting; but in the mean while there had been some talk among them
that probably this thing would be contested, and that they would not

have as easy a time as they thought in getting the offices ; so they
went to see the leading republicans to prevent them from contesting,

and threatened them with assassination, and told them squarely that

they would kill any man that attempted to contest this election. They
did not make any bones about it. They waited on Sol. Unger, the

republican candidate for cbancery clerk, in his office, and they told him
openly that they understood that he was contemplating contesting this

election, and that if he did he would do it at the risk of his life.

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. Give the names.—A. As I was not present and I did not see this

thing, I don't know. One of them was Ed. Briscoe; who the others

were I am not prepared to say, but my impression is that one of them
was Ed. Briscoe. I would not even say that on oath, because 1 do
not absolutely know ; but they were prominent democrats, at any rate.

They also waited on James Page, candidate for treasurer, and told him
that it would not do for him to attempt to contest this election ; if he
did, he would be killed, or anybody else that attempted to contest it.

1 think probably I was the only one that could have contested it safely,

because a number of democrats were really anxious that I should do
so, but I declined to do it. I told them that they had elected an incom-
petent man for district attorney and they might have the benefit of him;
I did not propose to contest it; it was no interest to me to be district

attorney down there, and I did not intend to contest it at all.

The night they had this meeting they made speeches, and in the

speeches they denounced anybody that attempted or thought of con-

testing that election, whether it was fair or not; whether it was fair or

not, it was best, and they would find it was best to let this thing

alone. They came out in an address to the people of the county, which
they read at that meeting); 1 have a copy of the address at home, and if

desired I will send it to the committee. I can send also that copy of

old man Goen's resignation if the committee want to see that.

ENEMIES IN WAR, IN PEACE FRIENDS.

In this address, they urged the people to show that the white people
of the county, having been lords of the soil and being now the lordsof the

realm, and having got their rightful supremacy again, were capable of
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ruling, &c., and concluded with this sentence : that they would show to

us, as to the rest of the world, that they were enemies in war, and in

peace friends. They had a lot of fellows disguised as Indians.

By Mr. Oameeon :

Q. When did they have this meeting ?—A. I don't remember the date
of the meeting; but as soon as they had ascertained that they had car-

ried the State. They called these men, disguised as Indians, Modocs.
I know some of them that belonged to that thing. One of them was the
candidate for treasurer against Page; he was the newly-elected treas-

urer. And they had a banner on which they had inscribed, "If they
contest, send for the Modocs." I thought that was pretty significant.

NO CONTEST THROUGH INTIIMIDATION.

By their intimidation, and the general feeling of insecurity that pre-

vailed all over the county, and the feeling that these men were desper-
ate, and knowing the desperate way in which they had got posses.sion

of the offices, and the way in which they acted, and put these devices
on their banners, they succeeded in so terrifying the republicans that
they did not absolutely dare to contest, and they did not contest the
election at all.

ACTION OF VERTNER.
There are some things I omitted ; and one thing I omitted—I don't

know that it makes any difference, but it was to the effect that J. D.
Vertner was the democratic challenger at the time I voted, and a man
came up and voted a ticket which he had closed in his hands, and he
would not allow it to be opened, and Mr. Vertner made this remark in

a very supercilious way, "All these damned scoundrels from the North,
and these damned scalawags, they come up with a closed ticket. A
gentleman comes up and votes an open ticket." I just stepped up and
said, " Do you see that ticket ? Do you see what it is ?" And he said,

"Yes;" and I then voted. He thrashed around and had half pulled

his pistol out, and then looked at rae and seemed suddenly to change
his mind, seeing I was utterly unarmed. I went there entirely un-

armed ; as a matter of course I would not come there armed after hav-
ing advised them to go unarmed ; and seeing that, I suppose he
thought—well, he just laughed, and said that he could not expect any-
thing better of me.
When this shooting began, the moment the first pistol was fired, Vert-

ner, pulling out his pistol, jumped over the barrier, and ran for the
telegraph-office with his pistol in his hand, and telegraphed to General
George that everything was all right there ; that there was nothing
that amounted to anything; that all was peace; and that they would
resume the voting, &c. He did that at the time the first pistol fired.

I expect that is about all that I have to state in reference to the
election.

NEGROES MUST VOTE FOR DEMOCRATIC PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE OR
BE DISCHARGED.

There is one thing that I might mention. The democratic club held

a meeting, and passed a resolution to the effect that, now that they
had carried the election, it behooved the darkies to vote for them and
pledge themselves to vote for them, and any darky that did not
pledge himself to vote for the democratic nominees in the presidential

election, (this next election,) they would not employ him at all ; not
only that, but anybody else who employed him would be discounte-

nanced. I never saw that resolution, but I have been told by others
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tbat have seen it that it was published in the Clarion. I have no
doabt about it, and you could probably find it among the files of the
Clarion. I am not positive whether I have seen it or not, but I am
satisfied that there was such a resolution and that it was published in

the Clarion.

By Mr. McMillan :

Q. At the time this shot was fired upon election-day, the first shot
that you speak of, were the whites on one side of the polling-place and
the blacks on the other f—A. At one end of the court-house was the
window where the voting was going on, and at that end a little

fence ran out. Over here [indicating] were the democratic headquar-
ters commanding a view of the polls. In this fence was a kind of gate
leading in for the voters to pass through. At this corner [indicating]

the darkies were all massed up against this wall trying to get in that
gate, and the whites were over here [indicating] trying to get in. There
were some few whites scattered around among the darkies.

THE SHOOTING AND ALLEGED OBJECT OF IT.

Q. Did you see where the pistol was fired from ?—A. I saw a number
of pistols tired. I am just as certain of this as I am of anything at all,

that it was not the design of the leaders—and in fact I have been told

so ; Cai)tain Kearnej' told me that the purpose was this : their idea was
to go ui) there and crowd the polls and not allow the darkies to get into
line—anything of that sort ; to go up and crowd the polls and let these
democratic darkies and the white democrats vote, and then come round
alter having voted and get into this pushing arrangement, the object
being to delay and use up as much time as possible, and vote as few
darkies as possible in that way on the day of the election. He said that
they did not calculate to kick up this row. lam positive myself that
they did not design to kill anybody, and I don't think that there was
any man there who did not regret that there was anybody hurt at all,

their idea being to fire a few shots and scare them at the time. I was
not so well satisfied of that at the time. There were a good many of
them who shot up in the air, but a good many shot down in the crowd.
I saw that myself. The shooting was perfectly wild, apparently.

Q. Where was the first shot tired f—A. In a little crowd that were
jammed around this man Ed. Briscoe. Some say that he fired the first

shot; some say one and some say another. I saw this Lewis Bernheimer
j

he was an excitable fellow. I think he was all of a tremble, antl he had
his pistol out, and I think he fired it. Some say that he did, and 1 be-

lieve it myself. They were all jammed up there together and he was
there when the pistol was fired.

CASUALITIES OF THE FIRING.

Q. State the result of that firing as to the destruction of life and
wounding of persons.—A. There was not a republican or a negro that
tired a shot at all ; every shot that was fired was fired by democrats. A
good many of them were fired in that way ; if they hud done it with a
desire to kill anybody of course they would have killed a good many
more, for the republicans were massed, and when they ran off it was in

a perfect mass. The result was one colored man killed and six wounded

;

some say more, but I am satisfied as to six.

NUMBERS PREVENTED FROM VOTING.

Q. About how many colored persons on that election day were pre-

vented from voting?—A. In the town of Port Gibson alone, there were
some eight or nine hundred. In the precinct of Peytona there were, I
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suppose, about 200 democratic voters, and we have always carried that

precinct by at least 700 majority. We have been in the habit of carry-

ing our counry by 2,500 majority; we carried it at the election of 1873
by that number.

Q. Is that about the usual majority?—A. From 1,800 to 2,500; it

depends upon what interest is taken in the election.

POOR WHITES DAEE NOT BE REPUBLICANS.

Q. What is the relative proportion of blacks and whites in Claiborne
County ?—A. About three to one, approaching that.

Q. Are the blacks generally republicans ?—A. I^early universally,

and the whites as universally democrats ; because the class of white
men who would be republican, if they dared, do not dare to be, as they
are people that are dependent. The merchants, and such men, as a
general thing, are democrats, and the poorer ones are dependent upon
them, and the consequence is that they rule them with a rod of iron.

Q. Have the republicans had control of the government of Claiborne
County for some years past?—A. For the last six years; ever since the
latter part of 1809 the republican party has had control of Claiborne
County.

CHARACTER OF THE COUNTY ADMINISTRATION.

Q. What has been the character of the administration of affairs in

the county, financially and otherwise !—A. I have been pretty familiar

with the affairs of that county for years, and I do not believe there ever
was a more successful management of county affairs thau there has
been under the republican regime, since we have had control of it. As
an evidence of that fact, I will say that John J. Smith, now in the

senate, was sheriff' there, and afterward, when the republicans got pos-

session of the county offices, we kept him in sheriff' all the time, because
he was very popular; he made the most efficient sheriff' that the county
has ever had, and any democrat that will come here, if he is disposed

to speak fairly about it, would do him justice, notwithstanding the tact

that they were bitterly prejudiced against him. Mr. Smith did some
very foolish things, I think ; but he discharged the duties of his office

to the satisfaction of everybody; there is not a democrat that could

come here but what would say that he made a most faithful and effi-

cient otficer.

When we went into office our county warrants were selling at forty cents
on the dollar. If you could tind a man who was very anxious to get county
warrants for some purpose, you could manage to get that by hawking
them round. We found a debt of between ten and twenty thoLSand
dollars in the county. I cannot state the exact amount of the debt, but
it was a large debt for that couut3\ When the late republican treasurer,

James Page, turned over his otiice to the democratic treasurer, you could
not buy county warrants at all at any price ; there were none to be had

;

and he turned over $20,000 in the treasury. That shows, I think, a
pretty good exhibit.

And, besides that, when we took possession we found everything dilap-

idated ; the court-house dilapidated, the bridges all down—burned by
the confederates during the war—and all that sort of thing, and we had
to build a good many very expensive bridges. There was one bridge
there that cost $29,000. We had to build it in that expensive way on
account of the creek, it being such a terribly bad creek to bridge. We
had to fix up the court-house, and do a great many things ; had to be to-

a good deal of expense ; and we not only paid for all that, but turned
over $20,000 to the democratic treasurer.
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Q. The county buildings were in good condition when you gave up the
control 1—A. Yes, sir ; all in good condition.

CROSS-EXAMINATION.

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. I believe you have stated that you had no pei'sonal knowledge of
what occurred anywhere at the polls, except where you were on the day
of the election?—A. No, sir; I don't know that I have any personal
knowledge anywhere else.

Q. You spent the day, the second of November, in Port Gibson !—A.
The day of the election? Yes, sir; entirely. I was there the whole
day.

Q. Have you any personal knowledge of what occurred anywhere
else through the county than at that place?—A. I do not think I have.

Q. And a great many of your statements have been made upon infor-

mation, and I think there were very often occasions when you have
spoken of matters without stating whether you knew them or had it

from hearsay ?—A. It is possible, sir.

Q. In relation to the facts attending the election, have you any per-

sonal knowledge whatever, except of such as occurred at the polls at
Port Gibson ?—A. I think not, sir.

Q. How many polls were there in that town ?—A. Only one. There
had always been three polls in the town before ; but for this election the
registrars fixed that up and had it in that way, against my protest.

Q. The county had been, prior to the election of 1875, strongly repub-
lican ?—A. Strongly republican ; very strongly republican.

Q. And as a consequence of that all the officers belonged to the
republican party?—A. Yes, sir; nearly all of them.

Q. Which ones were not republicans ?—A. There may have been one
or two justices of the peace, or something of that sort, who were not
republicans; and the deputy sheriffs, they took those largely from the
democrats.

Q. That is a matter of personal appointment by the sheriff and
revokable at his pleasure?—A. Yes, sir. The surveyor, I think, was a
democrat, too, and possibly some other minor ofiflcers; but the majority
were republicans.

Q. What is the proportionate population of the county, blacks to
whites ?—A. I could not tell you exactly, but I think it is about three to

one.

WHO THE COUNTY OFFICERS WERE.
Q. The census shows 3,390 whites and 9,966 blacks. Now, tell me

who was your circuit judge.—A. Our circuit judge was a man named
Uriah Millsaps. AVhen 1 was first elected district attorney, it was
called the third district. Our judge appointed by Governor Alcorn was
a man named Abel Alderson. His conduct was such that I was com-
pelled to prefer charges against him to the legislature. I did so, and
he was impeached and removed, or at least resigned on account of
those charges. He would have been impeached if it had not been for

that. The district was then consolidated with the fifth district, and
Uriah Millsaps, who was judge of the fifth district, presided over it;

and all of the counties which had been in the third district were put
into the fifth.

Q. What was the character of Alderson's offenses ?—A. They were
so numerous that really I could hardly tell you. I have got a little

pamphlet which contains all my charges, which I could send to you.

Q. Were they for corruption and dishonesty?—A. Yes, sirj I
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charged, and I think I proved, utter imbecility, incompetency, &c., and
interference with the district attorney in the prosecution of cases in the
State.

Q. Who came in his place?—A. Uriah Millsaps. There was no
judge appointed in his place ; the district was consolidated with another.

Q. Judge Alderson was a republican, was he not 1—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Who was your chancellor in 1875*?—A. E. G. Peyton, jr., son of

Chief-Justice Peyton.
Q. Who was he appointed by ?—A. Governor Alcorn.
Q. Was he a republican ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Who was your district attorney ?—A. I was myself.

Q. Who composed your board of supervisors'?—A. The first board of

supervisors was composed of white republicans appointed by Governor
Ames as provisional governor of the State.

Q. Name the supervisors in 1875.—A. Those in 1875 were Hiram
Fisher, Frank Shannon, two white men ; and three colored men, Sam-
uel Carrick, Peyton Turner, and—1 declare I have forgotten the other
one.

Q. They were all republicans, of course ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Your sheriff was a colored man ?—A. Yes, sir j he was a colored
man.

Q. What was his name 1—A. Thomas Bland. He was personally
liked, I think, in the county, by both democrats and republicans.

Q. Who were the bondsmen of your sheriff in 1875 ?—A. 1 could not
tell you now ; I cannot remember ; he had a number of them. John J.

Smith, our senator from that district, was one, I think, and I think a
colored man named Montgomery, living in Warren County, who was
worth about fifty or one hundred thousand dollars, was another ; but I

am not sure about that. I assisted in making his bond, but I do not
remember now. I was on his sheriffs bond myself.

Q. Who was Haskins Smith ?—A. He was a colored boy that was
elected to the legislature there in 1872.

Q. Where did he come from?—A. He was a native of Claiborne, I

think.

Q. The board of registrars are appointed by the chancellor, the cir-

cuit judge, and the sheriff, each nominating one?—A. Yes sir.

Q. Who appointed this Leon L'Ange?—A. I am not positive who ap-

pointed him. The board of registrars as first appointed consisted of

W. B. Andrews, a man named Levy, and a democrat named Borum.
The democratic executive committee when they got together seemed
not to be pleased with Borum, and they told me that they wanted
another man appointed ; thatBorum did not suit them ; he was a democrat,
they admitted, but he was not the democrat that they wanted. They
objected to him because he was clerk to the chancery clerk ; that was one
thing, and they had other objections to him, some of them very good ones,

and one was that he drank occasionally ; they could not trust him. They
recommended a man named Martin, a very respectable man. I told

them that I would get Chancellor Peyton to appoint Martin ; and I told

Chancellor Peyton the objections to Borum, and he appointed Martin.
Levy would not serve ; I was absent at the time, and somebody, I don't

know who, recommended L'Ange, and he was appointed.

Q. By whom ?—A. I don't know by whom he was appointed, whether
by the judge or the sheriff, but he was appointed by some one of them,
and he was looked upon as a republican.

Q. Martin you speak of as a respectable man ?—A. Yes, sir.

(4. Those registrars have the appointment of the judges of election
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all over the county ?—A. I think they have ; I believe the late law does
give them that authority. I think the law says that they shall do it iu

the event of the board of supervisors not doing it ; but at any rate they
appointed them throughout the county.

RETIREMENT OF GOENS.

Q. Tou have spoken of the retirement of a gentleman from the re-

publican ticket?—A. Yes, sir; W. H. Goens.
Q. Where did he live ?—A. In the Peytona precinct ; he had bten

teaching school there for a good while.

Q. He published a card, which you say you have, withdrawing him-
self?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Uave you any personal kno;vledge of the circumstances attending
the signing of that paper?—A. None in the world, sir, except hearsay.

Q. Whether there were pistols pointed at his breast, you have no
personal knowledge at all ?—A. No, sir ; none in the world ; 1 know noth-
ing in reference to that except hearsay, and the card being addressed
to democrats instead of being addressed to me as chairman of the com-
mittee, or to the people.

Q. That created suspicion in your mind that something was wrong ?

—

A. That confirmed me in my opinion of what I had heard before, that
these things were so.

STUFFING BALLOT-BOXES AT GRAND GULF.

Q. You spoke of ballots being stufted in the box at Grand Gulf.

Have you any personal knowledge of tliat whatever, or do you speak of

it from hearsay?—A. 1 will tell you exactly what 1 ki)ow of that. W.
B. Andrews lett town, leaving me in his place to see to the counting of
the ballots, lie was the registrar. lie said he was j)erfectly disgusted
with the election, and if they could get anybody to act lor form's sake
and look after it, he would not stay; be would go home.

Q. He would not stay, although it was his duty ?^A. He said he was
disgusted. I staid and attended to it, and looked over it, and saw the
counting of the ballots. When that precinct was brought in, the repub-
lican inspector came—one of them—and told me that he did not want to

swear to the returns. 1 asked him, " Why ?" He said that the ballot-

box had been stutled and that he had refused to go on with the count
down at the Gulf, and that they had brought it U[) to Port Gibson. I

then went to the democratic inspector aud asked him if that was a fact,

and he said, "It is so."

Q. Who was he ?—A. His name was D. Y. McAlpine. He was one of
the democratic inspectors there. He went on to say—these were the cir-

cumstances—that he took possession of the box aud went into somebody's
store there, (I don't know but into his own store, may be,) where he had
a bed, or where they have a bed, and went to sleep. They had not fin-

ished counting at that time. The next morning when they began to

count the ballots they discovered these tickets in there. They knew
they had not been voted in there, and he said at once that the box had
been stuffed while he was asleep ; that some one must have got in there

and got the box and carried it out and stuffed those ballots iu it.

One evidence to i)fove that the Grand Gulf box was stuffed was this :

there were other tickets in there, a number of them, that belonged to

another precinct—to the precinct of Port Gibson. The tally-sheet was
gone, too; that was another thing; and he had put the tally-sheet into

the box. He positively swore to that, and returned it on oath that that

was a fact.

Q. You had it from this inspector ?—A. Yes, sir; and I know that he
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would not tell auything that was not so. I am satisfied about that. As
to who stuffed it 1 don't know positively of my own knowledge, but I

think 1 do know in a certain way
;
yet I have no legal evidence of it

—

not uow.
Q. This man told the facts you have stated ?—A. Yes, sir. The only

positive witness who saw the box stuft'ed was run away.
Q. You have spoken about a citizen of Port Gibson, one Mr. Mason

;

what was his occupation there ?—A. He is now euitiug the Reveille. He
has been an editor for a long while, and was a prominent merchant there
in the town for a loug time.

Q. What is his standing in the community?—A. The best in the
world. No man stands higher than he does.

Q. Do you know him personally?—A. Y'^es, sirj and I have the highest
regard for him.

Q. A man reliable in his statements?—A. Yes, sir; anything that he
would state of his own knowledge.

Q. I meant to say, anything that he stated would bo reliable ?—A.
Yes, sir.

Q. And Mr. Vertner, of whom you spoke ?—A. I don't think he would
state anything on oath that was not true.

Q. Y^ou think he is entirely a reliable person?—A. I think so, sir.

OTHER PRECINCTS.

Q. Have you any knowledge of matters at Bethel except from hear-

say ?—A. Nothing, except what 1 related that took place before the
election. Anything that took place during the election I have no
knowledge of.

Q. You spoke of certain events at Brandywine precinct; have you any
knowledge of them except by rumor and hearsay ?—A. No, sir.

Q. You spoke of the removal of a box by Hervey Shannon ?—A. No,
sir ; he did not remove it ; the democratic inspector removed it.

Q. Where was this ?—A. At Brandywine. Hervey Shannon was a
candidate for justice of the peace on the democratic ticket. He was
the one that informed me, and I had been informed by others, that the
box was taken off and kept at a democrat's house for a good while, and
the republicans were not i)resent.

Q. Was not that election under authority of a majority of republican
judges, as every other election in the county ?—A. Is^o, sir ; it was not.

Q. Were not the republicans in the majority on the board of regis-

trars ?—A. My opinion is that Leon L'Ange was bought by the demo-
crats of the county ; that was my view of it. I think so, in the tirst

place, because of his universal action against the republicans in every-
thing ; and I think so, furthermore, because he said at Port Gibson im-

mediately after the election that he had played a very important part

m the election, and that the election was due to him ; another thing, he
was appointed deputy sherifi' by Mr. Drake, who was elected as sheriff.

Now, Mr. Drake would never have appointed a character like L'Ange, if

it had not been agreed upon beforehand; and he discharged him just
as quick as be could get any pretext for doing so. They appointed a
majority of democrats throughout the county.

Q. At the Brandywine precinct there was a majority of democrats as
judges?—A. I think there was.

Q. That is your personal knowledge?—A. No, sir; I don't know who
the democratic inspectors were there except one ; 1 don't know that oi

my own personal knowledge, but I understood that J. D. Fairley was
one.
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Q. Are you able to say, of your own knowledge, that there was any
dishonesty connected with the Brandywine precint or not?—A. Ko, sir.

INTENTION OF THE FIRINGr AT FORT GIBSON.

Q. In regard to affairs on election-day at Port Gibson, you described
the events that preceded the firing of this pistol, and I understood you
to say that you did not know by whom that pistol was discharged—the
first one ?—A. No, sir.

Q. Did I understand you to say from what you learned, both before
and after or at the time of this occurrence, that you did not believe it

was the intention that any one should be injured there ?—A. I felt satis-

fied of that since, sir. At first I thought it was a bluff, and I immedi-
ately holloed to the darkies not to run ; but afterward when I saw a
good many firing in the air and some tiring into the crowd, and when I

saw that some of their pistols were directed toward the colored men,
and pretty soon the balls began to strike the court-house right near me,
I thought things were getting a little serious.

ABOUT THE MAN WHO WAS KILLED.

Q. Who was the person shot and killed ?—A. A.n old colored man,
whose name I have forgotten. I did not think of it when I was testify-

ing in reference to that. I thought his name was not of importance,
and did not mention it, and I cannot now remember his name. He was
an old, innocent, inoffensive colored man there.

Q. Where was he standing?—A. 1 don't know, sir. He was running
at the time he was shot. I think he was shot, and probably ran twenty
yards before he fell. I don't know that of my own personal knowledge,
but that is what all say.

*

Q. Did you see him after he was shot?—A. No, sir; I did not go to

see him at all.

Q. Have you any personal knowledge of his being killed at all ?—A. I

know he was killed. He was buried that same evening by the democ-
racy ; they turned out to his funeral.

Q. Do you know what his politics were ?—A. I do not know what his

politics were.

ABOUT THE WOUNDED.
Q. Wlio were the persons injured otherwise!—A. There were a num-

ber of colored people that were injured ; they were all colored people
that were injured. I could not tell you the names now, but they were
all from near round Port Gibson, within two or three miles maybe.
There were two that I remember now, the others I do not remember; an
old darky named Wyatt and his sou, they were both wounded ; and
Wyatt, I talked with him about it afterward, and saw where he was
wounded. I think he was shot in two places. He showed me his wounds
at any rate, and seemed to blame me for it because I had not armed the
colored people ; because I had told them to go there unarmed.

Q. How many were wounded to your knowledge ?—A. I am pretty

certain that there were six at least besides the one that was killed.

Q. That is of your own knowledge?—A. No, sir; I cannot say that it is

of my own knowledge ; I only saw those two, and tliose are the only
two that I can remember absolutely about; but I am positive of it as
1 am of anything that I did not see myself.

ABOUT THE CANNON USED AT ELECTION.

Q. How about that cannon of which you spoke?—A. There was a
cannon that belonged to the democracy. They kept it for firing salutes.

There was no concealment about it at all. That cannon was loaded with
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tin canisters that were filled with buck shot. The canisters were said
to have been made by Schaff, who is a White-Line tinner there.

Q. That you have no knowledge of beyond your information?—A.
No, sir ; I never went to look at the cannon, although 1 know they had
a cannon there.

Q. Did you see the cannon that day at all ?—A. No, sir.

Q. Have you any knowledge whether it was loaded that day at all?

—

A. No, sir.

Q. Was it, in point of fact, fired that day, to your knowledge ?—A.
No, sir ; it was never fired that day.

Q. Are ycu able to state who had it in charge?—A. No, sir; I am not.

Q. Who was Capt. N. S. Walker, who stopped the talk of Magruder
and Riser?—A. Capt. N. S. Walker is a very nice gentleman, born I

think in the State of New York, West Winfield, N. Y., and he came to

Claiborne County some eight or ten years before the war, and was a
captain in the confederate army. He is a freemason there, as I am.

Q. Was he a democrat or a republican ?—A. A democrat ; a very
strong democrat, but at the same time a very warm personal Iriend ot

mine, besides being bound to me by masonic ties.

ABOUT THE MAGRUDERS AND KENNAKD.
Q. Mr. Stiles, what influence had Dr. Magruder—with which party

did he act ?—A. I had always had a high opinion of Dr. Magruder up
to that time. He was looked upon as an old-line whig; belonged to

the same party as my father, and was in the same church and every-
thing, and I had been taught to look up to him, but it kind of looked
that day as though he was crazy.

Q. With which party did he act?—A. He was a bitter democrat.
Q. What influence had Dr. Magruder with the negroes that enabled

him to go around and induce them to come there armed ?—A. This was
not Dr. Magruder ; this was W. T. Magruder. He had no influence upon
them ; but the darky race is a superstitious race anyhow, and he would
go round and tell them, " There is going to be trouble ; the democrats
are going up there armed, and you had better be armed," and so on.

The darkies came to me and said that W. T. Magruder was advising
them to do thus and so, and I told them not to pay any attention to his

advice.

Q. And you took some pains to give them contrary advice ?—A. I

took some i^ains to prevent it. I had difiiculty in preventing their com-
ing armed on account of this. I was busy two days to prevent that
thing.

Q. Who is Col. J. L. Kennard ?—A. Chairman of the democratic ex-

ecutive committee at Port Gibson. I have a higher regard for him than
for almost any one of the democrats, for I believed that he was sincere

all the time, and desired to have no difficulty, and to have a fair, peace-
able election.

THE WHITE-LINERS.

Q. Did he join this organization called the White-Liners ?—A. I don't

know whether he belonged to it or not.

Q. Do you know how many members were in that organization ?—A.
I could not tell you that. I could show you, though, a document which
would tell you ; that is, their constitution and platform.

Q. It was all published ?—A. I think that they published it. Their
meetings were not public, they were private ; no one was permitted to

go into their meetiugs.
Q. Do you know what they did there ?—A. I do not.
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Q. "Was the oath published with their preamble and resolutions t-

A. No, sir.

Q. You are sure of that fact ?—A. No, sir ; but I presume not, from
the fact that it was reported that ihey were bound in that way.

Q. Have you auy personal knowledge of that fact?—A. No, sir; I

went in there one night
Q. Was an oath presented to you to be taken ?—A. No, J^ir. I was

in there one night, and I was told this : that unless I signed their con-
stitution, or whatever it was, unless I was in favor of the objects of the
organization, 1 could not stay there, and that I would be requested to
leave. I told them that I did not know what their objects were, and I

would like to see what they were, that I might be in accordance with
them ; but I was not permitted to see. 1 believe Major Mason told me
that the object was to preserve peace and all that sort of thing. He
said that the object in getting up the White Line was to preserve peace;
hat they had a constitution, and that everything was writen out, which
they did not publivsh.

Q. Did he tell you that it was a secret or oath-bound organization ?

—

A. 1 don't know that he did, but I got the impression at any rate that
it was, and I believe that it was now.

Q. Have you any knowledge on that subject ?—A. None at all except
what I have heard from others.

PERSONAL STATE>IENT.

Q. You spoke of persons visiting your room the night of the election

after the election was over?

—

A. 1 have no personal knowledge of their

having gone there at all, but 1 heard that they did go there. Mr. Mar-
tin came to see me, and others told me the same thing ; but Mr. jNIartin

came to me the next morning, and told me that he prevented them from
waiting on me and ordering me to leave, or doing me some harm.

Q. Where did yon go there that night afterward ?—A. To the house
of a republican. 1 went where I was satisfied that they would not sup-

pose I was.

Q. Was your room that you left behind you locked ?—A. I think it

was.
Q. Was that broken open ?—A. Not that I know of.

Q. Was anything in it disturbed ?—A. Not that I know of. The
ofiice was the oflice of Thrasher and myself; we were in partnership,
and we staid there. I staid there but very seldom unless he hap-
pened to f)e absent, and he was absent at this time, and my intention

was to have staid there. 1 do not know that 1 went into the office

again for two or three weeks afterward.

Q. Did you find anything to show that persons had been there in

your office disturbing it at all ?—A. I do not know that I did, I think
1 left town the very next day and went out to my i)lace. I do not
think 1 went there for a week or more.

Q. Have you personally experienced any injury?—A. None in the
world.

Q. And you have stated all you know personally in regard to these
subjects ?—A. I think 1 have stated everything 1 know.



TESTIMONY OF J. D. VERTNEK. 191

J. D. VERTNEE—CLAIBORNE COUNTY.

Jackson, Miss., June 23, 1876.

J. D. Vertnee sworn and examined.

PERSONAL, STATEMENT.
By Mr. Bayard :

Question. Where do you reside?—Answer. At Port Gibson, Claiborne
County.

Q. What is 3'our profession ?— A. That of a lawyer.

Q. How long have you resided there ?—A. Since my birth, with the
exception of an absence of perhaps eight years ; I left there before the
war and resided in a free State.

Q. Have you resided in Port Gibson from 1875 and up to this time?

—

A. Yes, sir.

Q. The attention of this committee has been called to the election of
that year, 1875, in reference both to the canvass and to the occurrences
at the election, and I would like to ask you to give a statement—a his-

tory of the canvass, in short, if you took an interest in it; state with
which party you acted, and what was the general history of the can-

vass and of the election itself.—A. Yes, sir ; I acted very prominently
in the election as one of the executive committee and also as president
of a club in the town of Port Gibson, which was a central point. It

would be at great length to give you a history of the campaign.
Q. It has been stated at length here by Mr. Stiles.—A. I would like

to ask, before I proceed, whether he has been before this committee to

retract some of his statements that he made yesterday as to matters of
fact, which he promised me to do %

Q. I am not aware of it.—A. One of those statements affected myself.

THE INTER:MARRIAGE CASE.

Q. Did he state that to you ?—A. Yes, sir. Our campaign opened, I

think, in the month of September, about two months before the election.

Just prior to the opening of the campaign, however, an incident in no
way connected with politics occurred, which produced a very bad state

of feeling between the whites and blacks. It was not the marriage of

a negro with a white woman, so much as the incidents connected with it.

There was such a marriage in the county, and while the white people
took no part in it whatever, the parties being of humble origin and uot
in the society of the place, yet the father of the girl felt himself very
much -aggrieved, the boy having been reared in his family and brought
up with the girl. The lather was a desperate man, and he threatened
to kill him. I myself overheard no such remarks on the part of the ne-

groes, but a gentleman of respectability informed me that they had
threatened to burn the town aud wreak veugeance on the people if a
hair of that negro's head was harmed by Mr. Smith.

Q. Smith was the father?—A. Smith was the father.

Q. State the names of the persons married.—A. The boy was a negro
by the name of Haskins Smith. The girl was the daughter of William
Smith, who kept the public hotel of the place. The boy, while a mem-
ber of the legislature, was a bootblack in the hotel aud a waiter, aud
continued there duriug the time that he was in the legislature, waiting
on the table during the recess, and finally he ran oft' with this girl. It cre-

ated some impression upon us, but of course was beneath our notice

;

but these remarks which were said to have been made very publicly—

—

Q. You say the father of the girl was very much excited?—A. The
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father of the girl was very much excited, and the mother has never re

covered from the shock that she received at the time. The father in

that exasperated state of feeling proposed to kill the negro whenevei
he returned. He was a very good negro, and held in very good esteem
by the white people. The negroes here, Haskins's friends, seeing him
with a shot-gun, gathered round his hotel en masse. I saw myself the
excited crowds that gathered there from day to day.
They were absent during all this time—the man and woman who were

married. The negroes made a great many threats, according to hear-
say, but we paid no attention to them. On Sunday, about one week
after the occurrence, the negro was brought back to the place by prom-
inent negro leaders, amoug them the black coroner of our town, who is

now in this jail, the leader of a band which has been sent to the peni-
tentiary for burglary. They went down with carriages to bring the
negro back. The negro protested against it, saying he had outraged
the feelings of the family and preferred to remain where he was; but
they took him by force and brought him into the village on a quiet
Sunday, with four or five young men armed, and they paraded our
streets, up and down, with this negro, who had offended the feelings of
this family in their midst; and then, not content with this, they followed our
young ladies, and went to our grave-yard where our parents are buried,
and trod all around there, and marched back.

THE WITNESS THREATENS THE COLORED PEOPLE.

I told the sheriff"—a colored man—by the eternal gods, if" ever again
such a thing were repeated, blood was thicker than water, and we
would kill the last son-of-a-bitch ; that if ever such insults were heaped
upon us again we would not stand it. He told me that they started
from the jail with side weapons and that he expostulated with them to

go back, and said that he had lost control of his people.

THE WHITES ARM.

We, seeing that aggressive spirit, and being insulted on the streets

frequently, instantly called a meeting; it was totally disconnected with
politics; and we armed ourselves thoroughly and completely; that is,

the citizens generally. There were 80 of us, with, perhaps, 80 guns.

PROPORTION OF THE RACES.

Q. State the proportion of the black population compared to the
white in your county ?—A. Our population is twenty thousand, I think,

by the receut census. There are fully three to one, if not a little more.
I think there are about one thousand white voters—eight or nine hun-
dred white voters—and about four hundred who have not been in the
habit of voting until the last election.

That was the first event disconnected with politics, but which brought
about a very excited state of feelings in our midst ; that was the occa-

sion of our arming and nothing else; it was totally disconnected with
any politics. There are two radicals who have always affiliated with
that party in the town, who joined with us in this organization of
men, armed.

DISGRACE TO BE CONNECIED WITH THE REPUBLICAN PARTY.

Q. State their names.—A. One of them was a Mr. Gordon. I would
not be certain about the co-operation of the other party with the radi-

cals; he had not received office and I will not meution him, for,

although elsewhere it might be a favorable mention, yet in my country
it is considered a disgrace for a white man to be connected with the
republican party, and I will not, therefore, mention him. He received
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oflBce from the General Government, though not from the State govern-
ment.
Our democratic club was in session when this meeting was called,

and it was adjourned by me. The matter was mentioned ; I remember
rising and suggesting that it be disconnected totally with our club as a
political organization. That meeting was adjourned, and another was
subsequeutly called, and the arms were purchased, and there was not
a white gentleman of any party in the town who refused co-operation
in the arming of the citizens.

TWENTY Y^OUNG MEN AT A REPUBLICAN MEETING.
If my memory serves me correctly, I think the next event that oc-

curred producing any excitement or having any violent aspect, was the
attendance of about twenty young men at a republican meeting in the
neighborhood of Oakland—Bethel. There were men in our community
who were making inflammable speeches, or it was so reported, and they
attended for the purpose of hearing them, and they did report them as of
an Inflammatory character. They were completely badgered by the ne-

groes at the meeting and very much insulted. It, however, produced
no trouble.

AN ALLEGED INSULT BY THE NEGROES.
But on the following Sunday evening a band of negroes, affiliating

with the republican party, left our town—or perhaps it was Friday
evening. There was a protracted meeting going on at the Methodist
church, 1 remember. This baud, in passing out of the town, stopped
before the door of the Methodist church, while the services were about
one-half finished, and struck up a tune within twenty steps of the door of
the church, and played out their tune ; and that created an intense excite-

ment among the gentlemen f>resent ; but no one of them left the church.
This band was going down to attend a meeting in the neighboring
county to re-enforce the negroes there. There were, perhaps, thirty of

them. They played their tune in front of the church, and went out of

town in that style.

RUMORS OF NEGROES ARMING.

On Saturday, I think it was, while they were out, we had rumors
that arms had been purchased in Memphis by the colored people in our
county. There was a good deal of excitement up there, and a great
many of our people, who for the last eight years have been completely
intimidated—our white men—so much so that it was very difficult to get
them up to the duty of their manhood in some of these excitements
which threatened the peace of our community. However correct the
rumors might be I do not know, but Mr. Botto, editor of one of the
papers there, subsequently telegraphed me that it was true that they
had purchased guns, but not as many as we had heard ; that they had
purchased fifty-seven guns. That, in connection with another rumoi
that the negroes were returning to Port Gibson with 200 negroes in

their company—whether armed or not I do not know ; I do not remem-
ber that that was reported to us ; but it was reported that on Sunday
this band were returning into town with 200 negroes. The excitement
was already very intense from the insults, as they took it—whether
they meant it as an insult or not, I am not able to say ; but they did
stand in front of the church and play a tune ; and when asked after-

wards about it, did say that it was in compliment to Judge Baldwin,
who is our democratic delegate at Saint Louis from my district—a very
improbable story.

13 MISS
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ACTION OF THE WITNESS AND HIS FEIENDS.

Ovjing to the excited state of feeling arising out of the manner in

which they left the town, we thought it best that they should not enter

the town with the 200 men, and I went with eight armed men—Mr.
Stiles rode side by side with me, and told me that this ought to be
stopped, and that under no circumstances ought they to be permitted
to come into town. I was unarmed. Mr. Magruder, a particular friend

of mine, was unarmed, and Mr. Briscoe, who was in charge of the gen-
tlemen, was unarmed ; and we went for the purpose of stopping their

entrance into town, owing to these facts.

This band was composed of loud, insulting, overbearing negroes, who
were very loath to return, as Mr. Briscoe reported when he asked them
to do so ; but finally agreed to do so. All those who lived alongside of

us, near town, went through peaceably, and the others—there was not
more than sixtj- when they got within sight of us, as far as I could re-

member—it Avas a very large crowd, and most of them who had been
following the wagon turned back, and others of the negroes told us that
there were about seventy more that had dropped off on the way, and
that they had not meant anything by coming into town.
We explained to them our object in coming out to meet them ; that it

was in the interest of public peace; that Mr. Bland, the sherifl", said he
had no longer any power over them ; and that this was in the interest

of peace. That was the only instance that had a very violent aspect.

By Mr. McDonald :

Q. How many white people went out to meet them ?—A. There were
eight with the exception of Mr. Stiles, Mr. Briscoe, and Mr. Magruder,
making eleven altogether.

ANOTHER VIOLENT ASPECT OF AFFAIRS.

The next thing having a violent aspect was on the following Monday,
when Captain McLean, who held the office of justice of the peace under
the republican party, in the neighborhood of Rocky Springs, who now
also holds that same office under the democrats, and a very good man,
and an intelligent citizen, hearing that there was a disturbance at Port
Gibson, from the fact that they had seen us go out armed, he and others

had started, and on Mondaj', about noon, while the court was just ad-

journing, they came into town, perhaps twenty-odd, 1 counted about that

many; I don't know whether I counted all of tliem, for they had scattered,

some of them—all with sliot-guns ; and the sheriff went forw^ard and
met them, and Captain McLean said that he had heard there was a dis-

turbance, and that he had come down to tender these men.
Q. And this Captain McLean was a republican f—A. I do not state

that of Captain McLean. 1 say that he held this office under republican
rule in the county. They were favorably disposed toward him and he
was elected, and he had the office of justice of the peace in his neighbor-

hood—the only intelligent one that there was under their rule.

A NEGRO ARRESTED.
They dispersed—the sheriff told him that they could disperse and re-

turn home after dinner ; and the negroes gathered iu knots and were
extremely excitea over it, and insisted upon a fight and a row, and one
of them as 1 passed ^hem— J knew him well ; he had been a client of mine

;

they were gathered 'n knots around the court-house, and there were,

perhaps, two hundred negroes in town gathered about the court-room.

At every court they lay around during the session of the court, some as

witnesses, and some as jurors, and some hoping to be called upoil the
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juries, and they come there in great numbers, on that day particularly

so. As I passed through, the leader of one of these crowds made use
of the remark, " By God, we will give these damned sonsof-bitcheshell
before this election is over." I stopped him, and the sheriff at that in-

stant, -while I was speaking to him, came up—he had heard the speech,
or it had been reported to him—and arrested him. I asked him to re-

lease him. He carried him to jail, and I followed him up and begged
him to release him 5 that we would take care of ourselves.

EXTREMELY INSULTING NEaRO MAN AND GIRLS.

He was extremely insulting, and while I was talking to him another
negro ran up and put his hand on my shoulder, shoving me aside so
rudely that I i)ulled out my pistol, and he was very excited at that, and
ripped out an oath at me. He was instantly arrested and carried off.

This negro I found afterward to be a very silly, simple fellow ; seemed
to be almost simple-minded

; and he told me that he was a good demo-
crat before he left the town—seemed to be completely silly.

Another crowd I passed through made use of a similar expression, and
there appeared to be such an excited state of feeling that we armed our-

selves and placed a guard outside of the town every night. The ladies

were in a great state of excitement. The negro girls about the house
were making use of remarks such as—that they had better behave
themselves ; that the white women were in their power, and that they
were vastly in the ascendency. They were very insulting, and many of

them were discharged, and the ladies were doing their own house-work
The whole community was in a very feverish state of excitement—more
fear than anything else ; and the sheriff himself joined with us in

thinking it necessary that we should put out a guard at night.

Q. The sheriff' was a colored man and a republican ?—A. Yes, sir ; he
was a colored man. The Vicksburg affair had occurred some time
before, and this gave a coloring to all these things, and our community
were very greatly disturbed ; a great majority of them were fearful,

and we kept out a guard for perhaps one week after that, until we were
satisfied that there was no danger, and then it was disbanded.

THE NEXT EXCITEMENT.
The next excitement that occurred was on the day of the parade,

about three or four days before the election, and several speakers were
announced, and a very violent man, whom I consider deranged, Dr.
Sprott, was reported as making very violent speeches—harangues ; and
in one instance was reported by a negro as having carried his Enfield
rifle to a political meeting, and had it standing by him as he made his

speech, which was a very incendiary harangue.
Another negro, a member of the board of supervisors, was reported

as making such speeches also. Colonel Patterson, who had gone over
to that party, having lost his standing with us, told me, when I asked
him the truth of what I had heard—that he had pulled out his pistol

and laid it beside him when he was speaking—confessed that it was true,

and expressed his regret for it. These things were going on at their

meetings, and there was a very high state of excitement, and threats
and rumors were constantly brought to us by the negroes.

A MIDNIGHT ALARM.
I was aroused one night at 12 o'clock by a negro coming to my house

and reporting to me that on one of the plantations the men were then
up—it was about 12 o'clock when he left, and I suppose it was about 1

o'clock when he got there to my house—the negroes were up on Judge
Stamjj's place, one of the populous negro districts of our county, and
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that they were carrying on in such a manner that it had frightened

him, and he said that he wanted clean hands. He said they were
gathered with their shot-guns out, and were speaking of coming in town
to teach the white people a lesson, and so on ; and that at the quarters

the young men were loading their guns and talking very badly.

The same messages were brought to us from various parts of the

county. I know another instance, of my own personal knowledge, where
these rumors were brought to us by colored people. A young man came
through the swamp eight miles at night to report what was going on in

the quarters of his mother. Upon examination we found that there were
some young men who were cutting up a little in their quarters, but no
such thing took place as we feared ; that is, that they were coming in in

a body that night. The rumors were of such a nature that we mounted
the night-guards again, and kept them out from that lime until the night

of the election.

MORE INSULTS.

The third day before the election this great gathering of the radical

party took place, and we thought that as they had advertised that they
would have 1,500 horsemen in town, besides the fact that I had been in-

sulted at every corner in our own i)arade, as were other gentlemen—when
we had made our first parade there we were thought to be saucy ; I did

not pass a single street corner that some negro did not apply some epithet,

and other gentlemen told me the same thing. That was our first great
parade of mounted men in the town, and this was their counteracting

one, in which they had informed us that they would outnumber us three

to one, and I i)resume that they did. There was an immense gathering
of them, and we thought from their previous conduct in town and various
overbearing demonstrations to us that it would be better that we should
be protected by our own friends coming from other towns. We advised
them to come. I did not count them, but I do know that in the hrst

parade that we had we brought out the white strength of our county;
we had about 450 odd men. This parade was a smaller one—I don't

know the exact number, but it was smaller than the first. There were,

perhaps, about three of the negroes to one of our horsemen.

LADIES ALARMED.
We urged our friends, as a measure of safety to us, to come into town.

I, myself, was the first to projwse that, and 1 did it because there seemed
to be such a general api)rehensiou of danger among the ladies, and the
community, and I told them that, moreover, we ought to go to this

meeting ; that they came to our barbecues, sometimes two or three

hundred strong, and that we ought to attend these meetings and get at

the truth of these reports.

MAGRUDER LASUES A NEGRO OVER THE HEAD.

When they assembled, we followed them out for the purpose of keeping
order in the jjlace. We thought the excesses to which they had gone
before would not be borne, and that it would bring about a general

difliculty in our community, which we were anxious to avoid.

No difliculty occurred in the parade that day until a gentleman, just

in front of me—1 saw it—was riding from a side street, brought his

horse in front of the band-wagon, when one of the Page negroes, 1 think,

cried out to him to get out of the way, and applied the epithet "'You
damned white son-of a-bitch." This young man could not reach him,
but some other negro near him evidently got into conversation with him.

1 did not hear what passed between them, but the result of that couver-
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sation was that young Magruder, the man who had rode up iu front of

the band-wagon, lashed him over the head with a wiiip that he had
riding with ; and he was somewhat separated from the body of the men
that was opposed to him. This baud-wagon came up, and Magrnder
went forward. He is a very excitable young man, and when he struck
the negro with the whip, instantly pistols were drawn by these negroes
in the band-wagon ; and at the same time ours were drawn. I had out
my own, and I was in charge of a very small squad of men. The others
were on horses, and I was on foot at the time ; had not followed the
crowd ; and that was the way I happened to see it.

THE PROCESSIONS COLLIDE.

But we begged them to be cool and deliberate, and Captain Kearney,
who was in charge of our men, a very cool man, held his men in .check,

and very soon order was restored, and the parade continued.
Our streets are but tew, and as they marched up one street we marched

up another. We met them at another corner near that part of the town
where there is a large negro settlement. Now, this is hearsay entirely,

from Captain Kearney and others—I am sorry that my witnesses are
not here to day—those on that point—but both white and black tell

the same thing in regard to this. When they met on that corner, the
band-wagon being in front, where these Page negroes were, who are the
most boisterous, we came together again on that street, and the two
processions colhded there; and the negroes were so excited that they
jumped out of the band-wagon and said, " By God ! if you mean fight,

we will have it ;" and they ran into their houses and came out, five of
them, with their guns on their shoulders ; and instantly some of our men
ran back—some of them were not armed at all—and got their guns.
W^e expostulated with them, and said you must take them back.

They said, no, that in front of the procession the negroes had arms, and
they were unarmed themselves, and they wanted to keep their guns;
but in about five minutes these negroes had again put up their guns,
and these gentlemen then replaced theirs, with the exception of three
of them, and them we conld not prevail upon to put up theirs. They
said that there v/as an evident desire on the part of the negroes to start

a difficulty, and that they were going to be i)repared for it when it came.
I offered one of them a pistol that I had, and he gave up his gun.

ARMED HORSEMEN DRAWN UP IN LINE TO HEAR REPUBLICAN SPEECHES.
We went out then to the barbecue grounds, and the speakers, all of

their own accord, left the grounds. We were drawn up in perfect order,

and in order to get more perfect control of the men I suggested to Major
Mason, an elderly gentleman, that they be drawn up under their sep-

arate commands so that order might be more rigidly enforced. We
waited ibr the speaking to proceed, but their villainy made them cowards,
and this man Sprott, and linger, and others left, and the colored people
remained. Our men were drawn up in line, and when they went near
their tables, or anything of that kind they were ordered back; and the
speaking might have progressed with perfect imi)unity.

By Mr. McDonald :

Q. They were ordered back when they went near the tables?—A.
Our men were ordered back. Mr. Stiles came up and got into conver-
sation with some democrats. There was a suggestion made that he
make a speech, and that I or some one else among the democrats should
answer him. 1 said, "No, sir, you can proceed in your speaking after
your own way; this is your barbecue, and yon can proceed with it in

your own way.'' And finally, that being the answer they got as to the
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democrats makiug auy speeches, Mr. Stiles got up, and instead of mak-
ing any speech, he simply invited them to dinner; he said, "I will

make you a speech, the best I ever made in my life, and that is to iu-

Yite you to dinner," addressing the colored people. They went to din-

ner and ate their dinner and dispersed. That was the history of that

parade-day.
ABOUT THE PROCESSIONS.

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. Did the white men at auy time rudely break through the parade
of the colored people ?—A. The only time that they collided was at that

time.—Ah, there is one other point : after these shot-guns were brought
out I am told—and that was repeated afterward by both black and white

—Captain Kearney, who was a very dispassionate man, said he saw them
with five guns ; he did not know that there was any more ; but after a

short time they were replaced. That, however, created an intense feel-

ing, and indicated a purpose on their part to have a difficulty, and it

was fully expected, though very much regretted.

Many of our men who were unarmed dropped out of the procession,

and the feeling became so intense about that time that the colored peo-

ple sent word to us that they would leave and go to the barbecue-

grounds if we would draw up in such a way that they could do so. We
had blocked the streets then, and they would have had to have wheeled
on their track—and there were an immense number of them—and they

wanted this street unblocked, and said that if we would arrange our-

selves so that they could leave town that they would leave and go to

their barbecue-grounds. Captain Kearney drew the men off, and they

deployed upon one of the side-streets to allow them to pass.

ABOUT THE NEGRO ASSAILED.

As they passed, 1 am sorry to say that there were some young men
who jeered at those who lived on their plantations ; but only in one in-

stance was there anything like violence, and that was a personal encoun-

ter between a young man and one of his own servants who lived with

him, and who had joined in the procession. This young man—he is

scarcely twenty-one—rode up beside him and snatched his hat off. That
was the only act of violence that occurred after that. Their procession

was not broken into other than that instance of the man's hat being

snatched off". He was instantly called back ; one gentleman went for-

ward. Captain Kearney, I think, and he ordered him back.

Q. Were there any blows struck, men breaking through the proces-

sion rudely, and interfering with its marching?—A. Not a bit of it.

The first insult that passed came from this colored man. We were de-

termined that such a crowd of meu should not come into that village,

and we ourselves be unprotected. For that purpose we brought our

meu there, and 1 heard Captain Jones threaten to shoot any man in his

command who disobeyed his order; that he had been placed by their

order in command of them, and he intended to command them. Mr.
Stiles, if he states that, stated an absolute falsehood, and he knew it.

He was not even there.

WITNESS GIVES ANOTHER WITNESS THE LIE.

Q. Mr. Stiles, as I remember, stated that the procession of the black

people was broken through by the white people!—A. Bid he state it of

his own knowledge.
Q. Yes, sir ; he says that they broke through the line of the proces-

sion of the blacks, and that they struck them over the head, and that

they bore it under his admonition patiently ; and, to use his phrase,
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" they marched like heroes."—A. He is a liar, for he got off the cars, and
came to that barbecue after the procession was over. He was not in

the county ; he came from Vicksburg or Natchez, and got oft the cars,

and came to these grounds; and if he states that he tells a lie. He,
moreover, stated something in regard to that election, that he, himself,

had promised to retract.

Q. At the time you went out to this place, did the white people eat
up the dinner of the black people ?—A. Nobody touched it, sir.

NO WHITE MEN EAT DINNER AT THE BBRBECUE.

Q. Did anybody interfere with it in any way ?—A. Never, for a single

instant, sir. I was there all the time myself He then was there for

the first time on that day. There was not a single instance in which a
white man got a particle of that dinner. In fact, they were twitted with
the fact that we had always invited them to dinner, and that they did
reciprocate. There was a rope stretched around the table, and there
was not a white man that transgressed over that line. A few white
men went in there to talk with some colored people, and they were called

back. They never partook of any of it. I state on my oath that there
were not three white gentlemen that got a morsel to eat at that dinner,

and they did not desire it, either.

By the Chairman :

Q. What Mr. Stiles said was about like this : he said there were some
white people who were not ashamed to go to the tables and eat.—A.
No, sir; there was not even any table spread. It was dealt out of a
little booth. I said to one of the colored people, " Why don't you
spread a table T' And they said, "These corn-field fellows would steal

all we had and get away with it." The tables were not even spread.

If Mr. Stiles states that he saw anything of that kind I pronounce it

unqualifiedly false, for he was not even there in town.

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. Do you remember any conversation that day between Major James
S. Mason and Mr. Stiles, in which Mr. Mason stated that the white
republicans had better tell the negroes to go away, for he could not
answer for the consequences f—A. I did not hear it.

NEGROES LEAVE THEIR BARBECUE IN A VERY SULLEN MOOD.

Q. Was there any occasion for such a remark?— A. There was no
more intention of doing violence to the negroes than to a band of sheep;
not a particle. We all dispersed after they had had their dinner, and
they left in a very sullen mood. They left, some of them, with sullen

countenances, and marched back through the town in squads—they
marched in small squads, but in order—and our men went on to town
after they had left the grounds and dispersed, and nothing else occurred
that day.

MORE RUMORS OF NEGROES ARMING.

Rumors, of course, flew thick and fast to and fro on each side, I have
no doubt. Rumors came to us that night and the next night, and the

town was in a perfect state of excitement from that time on. I think
the night of that parade was the third night before the election, and
rumors were being constantly brought to us from all sections of the
county that, under the influence of the feeling engendered at that meet-
ing, the negroes were arming, and that violent threats were being made.
These reports were brought to us by negroes.

I stated out of order of time—this negro brought me, I think, that

very night—the third or fourth night before the election—word that they
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were armiog, and that very threatening things were being said. The
people were in a high state of excitement. The sheriff himself thought
it was best that a guard should be kept, and he consulted very freely

with us, and guards were put out.

Little squads of negroes were seen in various points in the county

—

so reported to us—some with shot-guns, and some without; and, in one
instance, three hundred were reported to be in one open field from a

certain neighborhood; and it was from this place of Judge StamiVs.

ELECTION DAY.

This excitement continued until the very day of the election. We
called a meetiug of our town club, in which it was debated whether we
would go to the polls with arms or not, and it was decided not to go
armed. It was reported that the negroes were bringing arms in and
stacking them at a certain house near town; and rumors flew thick and
fast, I suppose, both ways.
We had about 130 or 140 voters in the town of Port Gibson, and then

the suburbs would make us, perhaps, 200 white voters, and we were
opposed by 1,000 colored voters in that district, if I mistake not, that

usually voted at that poll. I think it was the most populous poll iu the

county. We felt very apprehensive, from the rumors that were brought
to us, and kept out these guards all night long.

We urged them not to go to the polls with guns, but some gentlemen,
out of precaution, felt that they ought to take guns. We urged that

nothing of the kind should be done ; that we could leave the arms where
we could reach them readily, in case of danger, and that on no account
should they take them with them.
We had been uniformly crowded at the polls, and kept back to such

an extent that our people would become disgusted and leave, and I

suggested, myself, to them that we should sleep near the polls that night,

in ordei' that we might be there early the next morning, and that the

history of the past should not be repeated, and get our votes iu at the

beginning ; that we had better be there on liand. We left our guns,

though, not where we slept, but at a different point; about seventy

guns, I think there were, all counted ; we did not have all we had pur-

chased ; we left them at a place up street, and left a guard of two men
with them, and we went down, about thirty of us, and slept near the

polls; and in the morning when the voting commenced we were on hand
before the country i)Cople had come in, and we commenced the voting

with our men near the polls.

The voting proceeded quietly-. Some of the republicans who were in

the lead—colored people—came up and voted. I kept tally.

Mr. Stiles told me that he stated to you that I was a challenger, but
I was not employed in any capacty, except voluntarily keeping the

tally, and Mr. Stiles stood by mo the entire time, except that just before

the dithcidty he was at a little balustrade that surrounded the poll, and
that w as the oidy instance he ever was from me up to the commence-
ment of the difficulty.

A QUIET ELECTION.

The voting proceeded quietly. We had on our tally-sheet about twenty
odd republicans, I think, who had voted ;

somewhere in that neighbor-

hoed, and as they passed in and out they would pass jokes with me. One
was a colored preacher and barber, and a little of everything, and he

made some joking remark, as he passed me, and matters proceeded
quietly. I do not suppose an election on the face of the globe was more
quiet and more orderly; every man was taking his turn.
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Tlie negroes outnumbered us at the polls very largely, perhaps about
seventy or eighty.

About 12 o'clock tliere came from two opposite directions two bauds
of negroes marching two by two, with a leader ; and after they came up
and joined the crowd, which made them largely in the ascendency, I

lemarked to a gentleman who was with me, "Well, I suppose we are

outnumbered here about two to one now." After that company came
up, marching in order in that way—it looked quite military-like—

a

negro who was in the crowd, and was a very uproarious negro—now
this 1 am stating just at this point from hearsay, from a colored deputy
appointed by Tom Bland ; this colored deputy told me the origin of
that difliculty

Q. What was his name?—A. A negro by the name of Van Morris,

they called him—I do not know what his real name was—who lived

with Mr. Morris. This difficulty occurred when Mr. Stiles stood near
me. We stood apart from the scene of the difficulty at its inception, as

he acknowledged to me since. He says that he went around there and
came back instantly, but he acknowledges that the first pistol was tired

before he went around.
OEIGIN OF THE FIRING.

The orign of that difficulty I did not see ; I was only told the origin

—

which made the basis of the dispatch of which Mr. Stiles spoke—by a
colored deputy, in connection with a white one who was wiih him at the

time; and he said that the difficulty occurred in this way : after the

two companies of colored men came up, this uproarious young man

—

his name escapes me now, I know him very well—he was pressing a
young white man before him, and the young man expostulated, and he
said they cursed each other, and a great deal of violent language was
used. But a colored man stepped up to this other colored man who
was pushing the white man in front of him and told him to stop, to fall

back, and he says, "Who in hell are you, that you tell me to fall backf
and displayed a pistol that he drew half-way from his bosom. A friend

of this colored man, he says, pulled his pistol out iu full from his pocket,

but did not use it. It was grasped by young Mr. Burnett. The fellow

had cocked it, but did not use it, as it was grasped by young Mr. Bur-

nett, and iu the struggle the pistol exploded, and then he said that be,

Mr. Magruder, and Mr. Miles, and others fired their pistols iu the air.

The crowd of colored people ran iu the direction of the house where
we heard they had stored their arms. That was the direction that they

would naturally run, as it was in the negro part of the town. As I

jumped up and ran out, a ball passed some distance in the air over my
bead, i did not see a single negro fire myself, but a colored man told

me that this one who had drawn out his pistol first ran across the street,

ran back of the jail, and fired his pistol back twice as he ran ;
and that

may have been one of those balls that passed over my head.

The crowd were extremely excited, and the gentlemen ran immedi-

ately for their guns. I went for mine and. got it. I did not go imme-
diately to the telegraph office, but did within a very short time afterwards.

The thing got around and the sheriff came down instantly and sum-

moned the whole crowd as his posse ; made a sheriffs posse of them
immediately.
There was one young mau who is very excitable, and he threatened to

go towards the end of the town where the negroes had gone, saying

that they had stored their guns in the houses there and that they evi-

dently meant difficulty, and that they should be met, and he was iu fa-

vor of meeting them. He and three or four other young men started,
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but Captain Kearney went forward with two or three men and ordered
tbem back on penalty of being shot.

Q. How many persons were shot there on that occasion ?—A. There
was one very harmless old man shot in the melee. He had taken no
part in it whatever, and it was very much regretted. It was certainly

an accidental shot. He was an old man, an extremely inoffensive man.

By Mr. Cameron :

Q. A colored man ?—A. Yes, sir. He was shot, and I .heard at the
time that three, maybe four or five, were hit, but I don't think the num-
ber was as large as that. There were several that were struck about
the clothing by spent balls.

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. To the best of your knowledge and belief, and of your knowledge,
(I would rather take that if you have it,) from whom did those shots come
that were fired; were they fired exclusively by white people, or by
white and colored people both ?—A. As I said to you, further than what
was told to me by this deputy I do not know. The crowd was between
myself and the scene of this difficulty, which was somewhat back; but
when I went around to inquire in regard to the difficulty, what I have
given you is what was given to n)e by a colored deputy. I telegraphed
that towards evening to General George in answer to an inquiry as to

the cause of the difficulty.

(}. How long after that firing in which these persons were more or

less injured did you telegraph to General George of this affair?—A.
That occurred towards lli o'clock ; 1 telegraphed towards four or five

o'clock.

Q. How long after ?—A. About five hours.

WITNESS TELEGRAPHS FOR A HUNDRED MEN.

Q. I suppose it is that that Mr. Stiles desires to correct ?—A. But I

telegraphed instantly for filty men from two separate towns. We were
very apprehensive at the time from all that we had heard. I consulted

one or two gentlemen, and tliey told me that they thought it was best

that we should have more men than we had ; that we were greatly out-

numbered in the county. The apprehension was so great that they
insisted upon my sending a dispatch, and I left some men who were
armed and went up to the telegraphofhce, and that was the first time I

was gone that day—about fifteen minutes.

Q. It was stated by Mr. Stiles, that as soon as this pistol-shot was
fired you jumped up and, with your pistol in your hand, you ran right

over to the telegraph-office and telegraphed General George that the

thing was all over, and quiet was restored.

:Mr. McMillan. I think this is what Mr. Stiles testified : that Mr.
Vertner, immediately after the events stated, started and went toward
the telegraph-office, and, as he supposes, he telegraphed to Mr. George,
because a telegraph-dispatch was sent to Mr. George. That is my re-

collection of Mr. Stiles's testimony.

A. I telegraphed to two or three points—I think it was three points

—

for fifty men each, and I left the ranks to do that. We had taken our
arms and just filed across the street. We did not pursue the colored

people at all, and we inquired into the matter, and after learning—

I

knew nothing of the origin of the dilliculty up to that point at all ; but
after, I think, standing about five minutes with the men—our wires had
always been cut previous to that—I suggested to them that out of abund-
ant precaution, I had better telegraph to one or two points and ask
some aid.
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• The wires, usually, iu every excitement, had been cut. I think not a
single difficulty ever occurred that they had not been cut, and as we
feared that they would be cut, I telegraphed to Hazlehurst, to Vicks-
burg, and perhaps to another village. I did not go to the telegraph-

office until some gentleman suggested it to me, and I then conversed
with two or three others, and we thought it would be necessary to get
them there by night if we could.

Toward evening—I forget whether General George sent a dispatch ask-

ing the cause of the difficulty or not, but my present impression is that
it was in answer to a dispatch that he sent me that I reported to him after

going around and speaking to this colored deputy and the white deputy,
who was present, and to several who corroborated them— 1 spoke to two
colored men who had seen this colored man running and firing, and tbey
said that he was there, but that other than that they had never seen any
colored men fire.

ABOUT THE ARMS AT ELECTION.

Q„ (By Mr. Bayard.) Did you remain under arms the rest of the day *?

—

A. 2^0, sir 5 we put our arms up within five minutes after they were taken
out, and we went back to the polls. I went back and got my tally-sheet,

and quite a crowd of colored people came up. The full history of the ori-

gin of the difficulty was not known among a great many of the colored

people as among ourselves, and they came back; it seems to have gone
abroad how the difficulty occurred and under what circumstances, and
the colored people came back in quite a mass up the street : and Mr.

Utiles finally went out and told them to disperse, that the election would
amount to nothing. Mr. Tom Richardson was another I overheard—

1

overheard him tell them the same thing.

Q. At the time those people came back was there anything to prevent
the quiet continuance of that election for the rest of the day ?—A. No,
sir ; this committee is not more safe than these people would have been
if they bad desired to cast their votes.

Q. You say that the arms had been put away *?—A. Yes, sir ; entirely.

COLORED PEOPLE ADVISED TO GO AWAY.
Q,. Was there any exhibition of force after, that day ?—A. No, sir

;

none whatever. I went in connection with some gentlemen to a crowd
of colored people, two of whom were clients of mine, and there were
very kind relations between us, and I asked them if they had voted.

Some of them had voted—two or three of them—and others replied that

they had not, and I urged them to go and cast their votes; and the leader

spoke up with a very dogged reply, " Go home ! go away !" and said that

he would like to see any of them go back there and vote. He was a
man who lives just on the edge of our place, a farmer, and he controls

quite a number of hands.
Q. Was he a white man or a colored man "?—A. A colored man.

CONSIDERABLE APPREHENSION AMONG THE WHITE PEOPLE.

Q. Were there any other scenes of violence and confusion during the

rest of the day !—A. Nothing whatever, sir. There was considerable

apprehension among the white people, so much so that we kept out our
guards that night.

Q. Did you, during that election, and before this firing and the break-
ing up of the crowd, see a man named Magruder standing with his back
to a number of colored people, throwing his arms back violently so as

to strike them in the face, and saying, " It is so hot on my back," or ex-

pressions of that kind, to keep them back, and trying to keep them back
by striking them in the face?—A. No, sir; I saw nothing of the kind.
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Mr. Magruder, I think, was one of the deputies tliat day, a deputy of Tom
Bland, for i^reserving order. The sheriff had on the ground ten white
and ten black deputies.

NO INTEMIDATION OF THE NEGROES AT ELECTION OR BEFORE.

Q. Did you see during that day, or do you know, during that day, of

any action of the white people intended to intimidate the negroes and
prevent them from freely casting their votes ?—A. Nothing that came
to my knowledge ; not in the least.

Q. I will extend that question through the canvass. Were you aware,
during the canvass, of any intended intimidation or any actual intimida-
tion of negroes to prevent them from exercising the elective franchise?

—

A. No, sir: none whatever. The negroes were treated with the utmost
consideration. The only act of intimidation that occurred during the
election, that came to my knowledge, was an informal thing, not gotten
up by the party around town, but by some gentlemen who, 1 think, sent

a message to Mr. Smith—at least he reported to us that they had done
so—Mr. John J. Smith—he reported that he had received a message
that he must leave the place.

ONE ACT OF INTIMIDATION, BUT AN INFORMAL THING.

Mr. Smith was a man pretty objectionable to the community. He
flaunted his negro mistress in the face of our population in his buggy,
and had left his mark upon negro children there, and had grown rich

upon us, and of course he was very cordially despised.

Q. Who was he ?—A. A carpetbagger, who came there from Vicks-
burg and left us with, perhaps, fifty thousand dollars—a rich man.
He came there in 1868, under an appointment, I think, then, of the mil-

itary.

Q. What ofiBces did he hold ?—A. He came there from a Vicksburg
hotel, where he was insolvent and had gone into bankruptcy, and he
held the position of sheriff. Mr. Ferguson had been sheriff* and resigned

it because it did not pay him, and Mr. Smith was appointed. That was
the occasion of his coming to our countj'. He \>as then afterward
elected to the same ollice ibr three terras, one after the other, and he
got very rich.

He came up here and did what he could to aid the passage of the

banditti resolutions of the legislature. In our town election we suc-

ceeded in carrying it, and he came up here to the legislature and suc-

ceeded in having our charter amended so as to deprive us of power.
Our town weigher had been appointed by the town board, and that he
had taken away from us, and endeavored to strip us of every little

insignificant privilege and to heap revenge upon us for having car-

ried the town election. Very bitter feelings were entertained to-

ward him, and I shared them myself, to a very large extent, 1 confess.

But a few young men, without any authority, sent some message to him
that he had better leave. There never was such a thing visited upou a
negro in the county. He waited u])on Captain Kearney—sent for him

—

I was in with Captain Kearisey when the message came, and he went
down to talk with Mr. Smith, and Mr. Smith asked his advice. Cap-
tain Kearney told him that there was a general state of excitement be-

tween the two races, and that he could be of no service one way or the

other by remaining there, and that ho had better leave the county. He
said, " Mr. Smith, while you are perfectly safe here now, if violence does
occur, they, looking to you as the father of this bad feeling between this

people, they looking upon you as the instigator of it, if any difficulty

occurred, naturally you would go by the board;" and after that Mr.
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Smith left the county. He returned, however, after that to atteod to

his business. He was there, I think, about four days after this, and
then has been back twice since.

Q. Was he a married man ?—A. He has married since, sir; since he
leit there. He married a hidy of Indiana, 1 believe.

Q. Do you say he lived oi)enly with a black woman there ?—A. Yes,
sir ; and has children by her. I was engaged by her m prosecuting him
because he had refused to support one of her children. He had two
children by her, and he had settled some land on one of them. But the

year had expired within which she could bring her action, and I told

her that nothing could be done.

WHY A HOEN WAS BLOWN.

Q. After this firing had stopped at the polls do you remember whether
a horn was blown as a signal ?—A. Yes, sir; that was arranged. I was
present at a gathering of gentlemen who represented these guns that

were to be placed in this house, and in case of any difficulty that was to

have been the signal.

SPEECHES ON ELECTION DAY.

Q. You say the guns were promptly put away '?—A. Yes, sir ; Colonel

Mason made a speech. He was called upon to make a speech, in which
the young men were urged to do no act of violence. We feared that

anything might bring on a difficulty in the high state of excitement,

and we were anxious to avoid it.

Q. Hid Dr. Magruder make a speech, and Dr. Eiser ?—A. Do you
mean a public speech ?

Q. I mean a public speech.—A. Dr. Magruder is not in the habit of

making- public speeches.

Q. This was a speech on that day in which Dr. Magruder urged them
to kill Stiles.—A. Well, sir, Mr. Stiles and Dr. Magruder had some
personal conversation, as Mr. Stiles himself told me ; he came to me
and stated it and asked me if I thought it was becoming in a man of

Dr. Magruder's age—he is a man of seventy-odd years ; and Stiles said

that he had directed his conversation entirely to him, and told me him-

self that Dr. Magruder said that he. Stiles, ought to be killed.

Q. Did Dr. Magruder make, to yuur knowledge, any public speech
during that day"?—A. No, sir; there was no speech made.

Q. Did Mr. Eiser make a speech there ?—No, sir ; he is a very hot-

brained, loud-mouthed man, but I heard him make no speech.

Q. Do you know Captain Walker ?—A. Very intimately.

Q. Do you know anything about Captain Walker going to Mr. Eiser

and stopping him in his speech 1—A. 1 do not know anything about it.

Captain Walker is a most excellent gentleman, who lives with us; that

is, he has made it his home with us since he was a young man.
Q. Do you remember Col. James S. Mason and others rushing up to

Dr. Magruder, and interfering with this alleged speech, and saying that

there were democrats there who were ready to protect Mr. Stiles f—A.
No, sir ; I knew of this matter between Dr. Magruder and Mr. Stiles, as

Mr. Stiles stated it to me himself in conversation. The Magruders are

all an impulsive set of gentlemen but very good citizens ; and I suppose
they feed and control about two or three hundred colored people, and
are very popular with them.

IHE DEilOCKATS ORGANIZED ON THE WHITE-LINE BASIS.

Q. Was there anything said or done there by you and your friends to

cause the colored men to go from those polls in case they wanted to stay f

—

A. Nothing whatever, sir. You asked about an act of violence ;
if any-



206 MISSISSIPPI ELECTION CLAIBORNE COUNTY.

thing else occurred during that (\ay: I perhaps ought to state to you

—

I did not think of it al; the time—that there was an act that might have
been violent, from the demonstrations. We had organized our party there
upon what we termed a " white line" basis. Although it was not pop-
ular in the balance of the State, yet we felt that it was the only hope for

us. They were so frightfully corrupt that nothing but an out-and-out
white-man's party would possibly have any good effect, and we organ-
ized on that basis.

THE GOVERNMENT SPY.

We had a club which was not secret, but whenever gentlemen came
up we asked them to enroll, and on one occasion there came a very
curious, keen-eyed stranger, and I being president of the club called

for the enrollment of all those who had not been enrolled who desired to

enroll themselves, and this gentleman requested that we would enroll

hirii. A German who was there vouched for him, and the matter
passed off.

He remarked that he belonged to the White Line of Vicksburgh, but
I took means to ascertain the lalsehood of that, and had my suspicions

aroused toward this man. He was a Russian, but had learned our
language thoroughly, and reminded me very much of war spies. He
attracted considerable attention among a few of us. I thought nothing
of it, however, until I saw a dispatch by accident : the telegraph-oper-

ator was away, and I was receiving dispatches from General George a
day or two before election. He had advised me of the cartel between
himself and Mr. Ames, and urged us to be forbearing, and to keep
that cartel to the utmost in our county; and we were receiving dis-

patches from other points.

I went into tlie telegrai)h-office to get a dis])atch—a gentleman who
staid in my office had remarked to me that there was a dispatch for

me—and there I saw a dispatch from one General Warner, stating

to this Stiles that spies were in Claiborne watching us. 1 presumed that

this man might be one of Ames's spies himself. I noticed the dispatch

—

it was lying on the top of mine. There were two or three others in

cipher, directetl to two republicans there from other republicans who were
off, and they were addressed in cipher to republicans who were there.

1 kept the matter to myself, and watched this strarjger. I found in

him some other trilling falsehood about some other matter. He pre-

tended to be a juggler, a trickster, and took up his quarters with the
Gernmn, right opposite where the polls from time immemorial had been
held—with a simple-hearted German who kept a tin-shop there, and
who had vouched for him.
On the morning of the election I noticed that the windows, which were

oj)en before, were covered with tin—the lower part of them with paper;
one window covered with paper and the other with tin—so high that a
man could not look into that room and see any one.

1 noticed him about 5 o'clock in the morning, when a gentleman
ran suddenly up with a gun on his shoulder—some young man from the
Grand Gulf district—and told me that a body of armed men were
marching in on one road, and that they were in a high state of excite-

ment ; that fifteen men had deserted them at a point where they were
to go to the polls, and there was great excitement in the neighborhood.
I told him that we were receiving similar reports of armed men approach-
ing our town, and could not spare any men. This man came out half-

dressed and heard the conversation, and asked me where he could get
a gun.

in about five minutes I was called upon again, and I walked to the
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door. This room where we were staying on the night of the election

was just next to the tin-shop. This stranger came up where I was and
heard all that ^ as said. He then asked me it' there was any excite-

ment. I turned to him and looked him fall in the face, and he quailed
under it a little. I looked at him for some time before answering him,
and he quailed under the look, and I then asked him whether this

German was sober; that he was a very silly, foolish fellow, half crazy,
and that he might start a difficulty, and that we would be glad if he
would keep him sober.

It was reported to me that day that for about two weeks there had
been a spy in our democratic club. I remarked to the gentlemen that
he was welcome to all that he might gain there. And that was another
fact that fixed it that this man was a spy of Mr. Ames, satisfactory to

my mind.
That night when he came up to a crowd of gentlemen with whom I

was talking, I turned and caught him by the collar, and said, "You
dirty dog, to be a spy of the dirty government of Mississippi ! You
leave this town in ten minutes.-' He had followed me to such an extent
that I had got sick and tired of him. He wheeled without a moment's
notice and walked down to his quarters, and he did leave that town

;

and I know nothing more of that man than that.

After it was over, a crowd of young men then assembled and were
very excited over it—that spies should be sent there—and they marched
down toward the quarters where he was. I went in front of them, tell-

ing them that they should not harm him, for we would have no difficulty

with him. One of them was drinking, and I went up to the crowd and
begged them to allow me to go down for the purpose of getting the
man's notes : during the day I had seen him continually going in and
out of this building, and had noticed that he was taking notes. Under
that pretext I got them to wait one moment, to give me time, and I

went down and urged him to leave at once. I believed that these young
men were intoxicated with the excitement of the election, and all that

day, and I feared that something might befall him if he did not leave.

THE white-liner's ENROLLED AS A SHERIFF'S FOSSE.

Q. Was this association of yours a secret one ?—A. No, sir.

Q. j^othing of the sort ?—A. No, sir.

Q. Were they enrolled as a posse by the sheriff on the day of the
election ?—A. When they came out with the arms. I had and have
still in my possession his order making Captain Kearney a deputy, and
ordering him to summon these men as n posse.

Q. They were acting at that time under the orders of the republican
sheriff of the county i—A. That was after we had assembled.

Q. After the firing began and the excitement took place there'?—A,
Yes, sir ; and after they had come out on the street. Then it was that
Captain Kearney was made the deputy. They went back and put their

arms up, and then it was that Captain Kearney was made deputy. He
was captain or lieutenant of this company.

Q. After you came out with the arms, and for the rest of the day,
were you on the ground there ?—A. All that time until nightfall.

POST-ELECTION SPEECHES.

Q. Could Dr. Magruder have made any public speech, haranguing the
multitude, without your knov.ing it?—A. No, sir.

Q. Did he make such a speech f—A. No, sir; not in my hearing. I

was there on the ground all the time, and would have heard it.

Q. Do you remember Dr. Riser making a speech, and calling on the
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people to kill this mau Stiles, autl calling him a sou-of-a-bitch, or some-
thiug of that sort?— A. 1 did not hear it, sir. Dr. Kiser is a very impul-

sive man, and if Mr. Stiles were to tell me he heard hiil? say it, I would
not deem it very much out of theway ; he is a cracked- braiued sort of

a mau in his talk. I would not like to be held responsible for all that

any one would say on such an occasion.

CHARACTER OF THE WITNESS.

By the Chairman :

Q. You regard yourself as one of the most careful and considerate

men in your place in public affairs?—A. I think I am, sir.

ABOUT MAGKUDER'S SPEECH.

Q. How many persons were there present on electiou-day when there
were the most there?—A. I should judge that at one time they num-
bered about four hundred andodd men, merely judging, however, from
those who had voted and the crowd that stood off that had not voted;
that was when those re-enforcements were there.

Q. When was that—before the firing or after it?—A. Before the firing.

Q. That was only a short time before the shots were fired?—A. The
firing occurred within Jive minutes after those two companies of negroes
came up from oi)posite directions.

Q. You juade what some people might call a speech, perhaps, when
those young men were intending to go after thif^ spy, or whatever he
was; you demanded of them to desist?—A. There were only five in the

crowd; two of them were young men that would not be a pride to any
communify—they weie drunkards.

Q. If anybody should say you made a speech to these young men you
would not think that it was very much of an exaggeration?—A. Ac-
cording to the object that they had in saying it.

Q. From what Mr. Stiles said it didn't seem to me anything more
than that— I did not understand him to state that Mr. Magruder had
made a i)ublic speech—in the course of the remarks that were made Mr.
-Alagruder made such and such renuirks to the people around him.
Might that not iiave been so, and you not have heard it in that crowd
iluiing that day ?—A. Y\*s, sir.

^Ir. Bayard. It is as distinct as anything in my mind that Mr. Stiles

said that ^Ir. Magruder got up and made an excited speech, in which
he called on the crowd to kill that man, and was called upon by Mr.
Mason and others to stop.

The Witness. Mr. Stiles was as safe there as in any community ou
the face of the globe.

witness's OPINION OF jVIR. STILES.

Q. (By the Chairman.) How is Mr. Stiles regarded there among
the ])eople ?—A. If you ask me that 1 must answer it. He was de-

bauched by Mr. Josh. Morris; he came out of the army after having
made a very bad soldier, and having run in one engagement. He,
therefore, fell under the ban of the public. 1 was not in the army
m.vself. 1 was opposed to slavery and moved to a free State after I

had finished my education at the college of Princeton, New Jersey. 1

came back at the instance of my mother, who was in- very delicate

health. She and my sister were in California; and although I was in

sympathy with my own State, and made some effort to get back here
myself, 1 had an invalid mother in California, and we remained in Cali-

ibrnia during the war. When I got back to !Mississii)pi that was the
standing of this young man you s{)eak of. and he fell a very easy prey
to that thing.
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Q. Does he enjoy the coufidence of the people as a man of integrity ?

—

A. He does not enjoy the confidence of my people to the least "iota.

We feel kindly toward him, however; we have not felt otherwise than
that. His afiiliation with the negroes, with the lowest characters, and
his reported affiliation with colored wenches, and all that sort of thing,
has not given him a very good standing among the gentlemen of my
community. I have seen him in association with men—he seemed to
think it was necessary to associate with every low negro, and placed
himself on a level with the lowest ; he did that continually ; and his
associations among white men were also of the very lowest character in

his party.

NO GENTLEMEN TO REPRESENT THE REPUBLICAN PARTY.
We have never yet had a gentleman to represent the republican

party in my county. It has been the men who have gone to the
dogs that have usually gone into the republican party. That has been
the history of that party there.

Q. Is it not true that all men who act with the republican party, that
party being composed mostly of negroes, are in great disfavor with
your people 1—A. Of those who act with that party there it is true

—

those who would come here and act with the negro party and foist

them upon us for no other purpose than to seize the ofiices here, which
they did, and squandered the county's money, and raised the taxes to
an outrageous extent. As an instance of that, on a little piece of prop-
erty which belongs to us the tuxes were increased from 828 to $135, its

value having decreased all the time. It was very natural that we
should have this feeling toward these people.

TWO ARMY' OFFICERS WHO ENJOY SOCIAL FAVORS.

Q. Has there been any person in the republican party in your section

of the country, whether native-born, or a man from the North, who has
enjoyed the favor of the men with whom you are associated ?—A. There
are two there, Captain De Courcy and Lieutenant Chance, of the
United States Army. The latter is an avowed republican, and his

family are too. They are estimable people, and he is a gentleman from
the heel of his foot to the crown of his head. He is iuviced to our
houses freely, and no man could be more highly respected. But he does
look down upon that class of people, and he begs us not to consider him
as an aililiator with such people as come here, and by the influence

which they exert upon the ignorant negro run us into ruin for the sake
of: their own personal aggrandizement. Captain De Courcy is also

invited everywhere freely by us. I gave him a supper, and it was com-
mented upon ; but I did it from no policy, for he was a gentleman.

Q. Both of those persons you speak of are officers in the Army ?—A.
Yes, sir.

Q. They take no part in politics as partisans ?—A. Except to take
their side of the question.

Q. They simply express their views when talking with you or other

gentlemen ?—A. Yes, sir.

SINISTER MOTIVES ATTRIBUTED TO PARTISAN REPUCLICANS.

Q. They take no part in the politics of the country?—A. No, sir;

but if all of a sudden they should abandon the Army and take part in

the politics of Mississippi, we would consider there was a sinister

motive. This prejudice does not arise out of the fact that they are

republicans at ail, but it arises out of the fact that they have
fastened themselves upon us to govern these poor ignorant creatures

that are totally depeiident upon us, and who were perfectly safe in our

14 MISS
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hands, and who would vote with us but for that, and who are perfectly
friendly with us. TVe have no object antagonistic to their interest,

except we do not believe in foisting men utterly ignorant into ofiice.

There was one intelligent colored man that was on our ticket, in whom
we have taken great interest, and we have tried to have a ticket iu

which those of the better class of colored people would be interested
with ourselves. I was a free-soiler, and I was opposed to slaver5\ My
grandfather was a slaveholder, and left me property in slaves, and I

could have owned them ; but I freed them of my own accord, and I

went to a free State. I have no prejudice against them whatever.
Q. You were speaking of one colored man that the democrats had

great interest in.—A, Yes, sir ; we put him on our ticket.

A DEMOCKATIC NEGRO OSTRACIZED BY HIS PEOPLE.

Q. What happened to him ?—A. He was ostracized to such an extent
that he got back among the negroes in a hurry. 1 tell you that it was
positively dangerous for any negro to pronounce himself a democrat in

my county. The intimidation is totally the other way; many and many
a negro would have joined with us long since but for that fact. I have
five or six negroes on a plantation that I venture to say will vote side

by side with me always, because they are released from that intimida-

tion that formerly existed. In other words, they have been taught that

when they raise a storm tbey will sufler the consequences of it, and that

they cannot cope with a white man iu such a case. They are dejiend-

ent upon me for every morsel they eat.

Q. That is pretty well understood, that they are so dependent, is it

uot f—A. Yes, sir ; but I furnished them everything when tbey were
voting the radical ticket. I have been furnishing tbem mules, and I

have bought and paid ibr them out of my own money.
Q. You are to enjoy a share of the crops, I suppose ?—A. Is'o, sir; not

at all ; they were merely to pay me for the mules. I do not even charge
them any profit upon the goods I get them. Tbey were all old servants,

all my own bauds. 1 have lost money by tbem every year. I merely
charge them interest upon the money.

Q. How is it that your servants have learned this lesson, that if they
raise a storm they would sufier from it ?—A. From the intimidation that

existed on the part of tbeir own race toward them.

HOW THE NEGROES HAVE BEEN RELIEVED FK03I INTOHDATION.

Q. How have they been relieved from that intimidation.?—A. They
have been relieved from it recently in Wilkinson County, where the ne-

groes attacked the white men and raised a storm over their own heads.

They have beeu relieved from that iu our county, because in their vari-

ous movements toward us and aggressions, by this arming of four or

five negroes one Sunday evening and marching over the graves of our
parents, and similar cases, they have aroused at last our own feelings,

and we are determined to protect ourselves ; and these people have got

some confidence in us, that we are not going to allow them to be intimi-

dated.

Q. What do they understand would be done in case you felt yourself

called upon to move against these negroes wbo intimidated tbis mi-

nority ?—A. If met with personal violence they expect protection at our
handk Tbey have beeu threatened with that, and tbey expect protec-

tion, and would get it.

WHY THE WHITE PEOPLE ORGANIZED BEFORE ELECTION.

Q. What led to the organization and assembling of the white people of

Port Gibson on Saturday, tbe last day but one of October ?—A. It arose
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out of the apprehension of the people that, owing to all these excitements
that existed prior to that, our people in town were at the mercy of a
large horde of barbarians that wanted to get control. The sheriff, a
colored man himself, said he had lost control over them. "We had
always been quiet before, but owing to this excitement the apprehension
was wry great indeed that we would have trouble, and for self-protec-

tion we urged our men to come into town, but urged them to be under
the strictest discipline, and to be guilty of no act of violence.

Q. But as a matter of fact there was a difficulty, which you have called

a collision, between your procession and the colored procession ?—A. Yes,

sir ; only what I have already stated.

Q. You have said that there was a collision !—A. I cannot call it a

collision farther than I have stated, that one of our young men, after

having been called a son of a bitch, struck the man who called him so.

WERE THE ^'EGROES ARMED !

Q. As a matter of fact, were the participants in that negro procession

armed to any extent that day "?—A. I saw some with side-arms, but to

what extent I could not say.

Q. They had no muskets or guns visible ?—A. No, sir ; nor did we ours

until these five negroes brought out theirs, as Captain Kearney told me.

NECESSITY OF WHITE INTERVENTION FOR SELF-PROTECTION.

Q. I want to ask you, in all soberness, if it is not your opinion to-day

that if 3'ou had abstained from any participation in that parade in your
village on the last Saturday of October, and had allowed the negroes to

march through the street and go to the ground where their barbecue
was, and have their dinner and listen to their speeches, the whole matter
would have passed off without any danger or injury to any person in

the place ?—A. l^o, sir. I conscientiously, and with the fear of God and
my solemn oath, tell you that I do not think it ; that I was instrumental
in getting up the force to come to that town for no other i)uri)ose

than self-protection.

Q. I was not asking you your purpose. Do you not think that if you
had left the whole thing to them the thing would have passed off with-

out any trouble ?—A. Ko, sir.

Q. What foundation do you rely upon for the opinion you have
expressed ?—A. "We would have been subjected to insult daring that

parade, as we had always been on such occasions in the past. There were
very many bad, boisterous negroes who generally led them, while our
boisterous people did not generally lead us ; and they would have come
back into town, and I think would have been overbearing toward people
on the streets, and it would have brought about a difficulty in which we
would not have had a fair showing.

Q. "Where were your guns that day?—A. At our homes; nowhere
else.

NUMBER OF WHITE FIGHTINa-MEN ON PARADE.

Q. How large an assemblage did you have out that day of fighting-men

capable of bearing arms ?—A. We had, as I have stated, in the neighbor-

hood of three hundred. I didn't count them. I merely judged that from
the fact that there was a less crowd than we had had at oar big parade.

"We had one large parade on horseback, and this was a less crowd than
that. I do not think there were over three hundred mounted men, and
then in addition to that there were fifty-odd footmen.

Q. "Were not those people all armed with side-arms?—A. No, sir.

Q. Were they not generally so armed?—A. I expect a majority of

them were.
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Q. How was it with yourself?—A. I had a pistol. After it was
reported that these negroes had brought these five gnns out, there were
eight or ten—not more than that, a very small number, they had guns
at different points—went to get their guns, and they came back, and I

went forward and urged them to put them up—the others we heard
had been replaced—and they did so with the exception of two or three.

One of them complained that the negroes had side-arms, and that he had
nothing hiuiself except his gun ; that he was going to keep that; that
they meant to have a difficulty from their actions, and that he proposed
to keep it. I offered him my own pistol, and he put his gun up. But
another, subsequently, who had no gun, got a gun, and there were three
guns that were carried for the rest of the day, but only three muskets
that were on the ground at the barbecue.

Q. If it had not been for your expostulations and those of Mr. Mason
and some others, what do you think might have happened that day ?—A.
If those, united to the expostulations of the colored men among their own
people, had not prevailed, there might have been a collision ; but the
first blow, the first aggressive movement, would have come from the
larger crowd. Our people were much fewer in numbers than the
negroes. They had about three to one of us, and we were, in common
language, pretty much at their mercy. We had never yearned for a
difficulty ; we had tried to avoid it. They were also preaching and
expostulating with their own men. This expostulation on our part that
I spoke of was nothing more than an appeal to those men who brought
those guns out.

THE BAEBACUE GROUNDS.

Q. Where were the grounds on which the barbecue was held; how
far away situated, with reference to the village ?—A. I do not suppose
it was more than from a quarter to a half of a mile out from the village.

Q. How far were the grounds from the nearest residence of a white
person ?—A. It was on the ground of a white gentleman, a Mr. Wise, a
democrat.

Q. How far was his house from the ground ?—A. It was rented to

some tenants who were working-people—Englishmen, I think. That was
about a quarter of a mile up the hill, and the white citizens were living

on the edge of the town, scattered around.
Q. So it was from a quarter to a half mile from any large number of

residences of white i)ersons ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Your force went over to the grounds ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. What led you to go there 1—A. As I stated, it was for the purpose
of hearing these si>eeches that would be made. They had attended our
barbecues, but we had never attended but three of their barbecues to

my knowledge. I attended one of them—two of them ; this one and
another.

Q. Was it to be a joint debate?—A. 2>o, sir.

WITNESS'S OriNION OF THE REPUBLICAN SPEAKERS.

Q. Who was to speak ?—A. This Dr. Sprott.

Q. Is he a citizen of Port Gibson ?—A. He is a citizen of Port Gibson
;

a very bad man ; a man whom we regard as a perjurer.

Q. He was one of the speakers!—A. Yes, sir; he was to have been
one of them.

Q. Who else was to speak 1—A. Mr. Montgomery, Mr. Unger, and a
man named Bridewell—so we heard.

Q. Who is Mr. Unger ?—A. At the time he first accepted office under
the radicals he was about 18 or 19 years old. He is older than that
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iiv)w. He is a very bad character, a character you would not associate
with.

Q. Who is Mr. Montgomery *?—A. A man for whose lowness of char-
acter I have no words to express; a man who ought to be in the peni-

teutiary to-day; a man who goes abroad and draws drafts where he has
no credit, nor funds to pay his bills, to get his horse out. These facts

are notorious. He is a young man without any character on earth, an
idle vagabond who does not work, but who went over to the radical

party, as he told me out of his own lips, to receive office ; and I taxed
him that he had done so at a radical meeting, and he dared not deny it.

Q. Who is Bridewell ?—A. It is notorious that he is living with a col-

ored whore in the county.

Q. When did it first become public that he lived with this woman?

—

A. Long before he went over to the radical party ; and she left him
before he went over, I think.

Q. Any other speakers at that meeting?—A. I don't recollect any
other.

Q, Do you mean to have this committee understand that you—in the
position of a gentleman occupying a high place in the community, and
associating with the best people there, and having around you three
hundred of these white men—went there to this barbecue to hear four

men w^hom you have described : Sprott, a forger ; Mr. Unger, a man
whom you have described as a very bad character ; Mr. Montgomery, a.

man so low that you cannot find words to express your feelings and
opinions in regard to him ; and Mr. Bridewell, a man living in open adul-

tery with a black woman of well-known ill-fame—that the reason of your
going to that place was to hear those four men ?—A. It was reported

to us that they were making speeches of a most inflammatory character.

This man Patterson, who was another one of the speakers who were to

speak on that occasion, took his pistol out and laid it before him, in a
speech which he made very early in the campaign. This man Sprott
was reported to us as making incendiary speeches, and in one instance

as having a Winchester rifle by him on the platform when he was speak-

ing; and we determined to go and hear for ourselves.

POSITION OF THE WHITE FOECE AT THE BAEBACUE.

Q. What position did your force take when they got upon the ground ?

—

A. They were drawn off in separate companies—these various clubs

—

and were placed in charge of the presidents of their clubs, except in the

instance of mine. Captain Kearney was the leader of our town club,

at my suggestion. They were kept under control completely. How-
ever frightened the darkies may have been, I don't profess to answer for

that, or however frightened those white-livered men among them may
have been.

WHITE-LINERS PROPOSE TO ATTEND BAEBACUE IF IT FRIGHTENS
DARKIES.

Q. You think that this presentation of force on your part might have
frightened the darkies and the white-livered men ?—A. It might have
done so ; I don't undertake to answer for that. If it does, we propose

to attend their barbecues.

Q. That is to say, the same general course of proceeding may be ex-

l)ected in the future"?—A. Yes, sir; if they pursue that same course

we expect to pursue the same course. Wherever a public meeting is

announced we shall exercise the privilege of an American citizen in

attending.

Q. To what extent did the men who were organized and armed in
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clubs in Port Gibson go over the county during the canvass?—A. Do
you mean armed I

ABOUT ae:med men elding over the country.

Q. Yes, sir; riding over the county in the night-time or day-time.

—

A. I don't know of any men who went over the county armed at all,

except on the night of the election. As I have just stated to you, the

whole county was in great trepidation, and the white people were
expecting to be attacked, and they were very fearful because of the

great excitement existing on account of this parade. I heard of the

Peytona club as having a guard out in anticipation of an attack from the

blacks, and they got together and remained out, I think about forty or

fifty of them, until morning, but they didn't take their guns to the polls,

though.
Q. Did you take part in an expedition that on one occasion called up

a man named Page, who was in bed, at night?—A. Xo, sir; I know
exactly how that occurred. A rumor was brought to us by a young
man that, as he x^assed by Page's house, the negroes were met there,

and that there was considerable excitement among them.

Q. About what time was that with reference to the election?—A. I

think it was two days before the election, if I mistake not. I would not
undertake to give the exact date, but it was within a very few days of

the election.

Q. AYere you as much alarmed in the village at that time as ever ?

—

A. We suflered a great deal of api)rehension there in the village on
several occasions before the election during the excitement. I know of

no such instance except this one yon speak of, and the one in which we
went out to meet the band. In this case. Captain Kearney was sent for

when this young man came in and reported a considerable excitement at

Page's. It was some time before he was gotten, and he sent out to

ascertain the facts. They got there rather late, and found nothing of

the men. They woke up Page and had a talk with hira, and came oft".

Q. Did not find any bands of negroes in hostile array ?—A. No, sir;

there had been negroes there, but they had gone off.

Q. As a matter of fact, did yon ever find that any of these rumors,

with the exception of the expedition on Sunday, that you have
given us some account of, where there was a band of music,

were true; have you ever found any assembly of negroes?—A. The
Grand Gulf negroes, as a notorious fact, carried their arms, and 15 of

them were seen by a friend of mine, who, I think, is as truthful a man
as lives, marching along the road to the polls with their guns ; and he
stated to me that there were 15 men in his neighborhood—the Big Black
—who were so frightened that they did not go to the polls ;

I know, as a

fact, thatmany of them living in that section didn't ; and, upon inquiry,

I found it was owing to the excited condition of the negroes around
there. These negroes were seen to go to the polls, and they stacked

their guns in a house; one of these Page boys ran down suddenly and
gave some message to them, and they ran to this house and came out

with these arras, and the white men then armed themselves, and there

was considerable excitement ; which, however, soon was allayed.

POSSIBLE RESULTS IF THERE HAD BEEN NO DISTLTIBANCE.

Q. I do not ask you now who is responsible for these disturbances,

but if there had been no disturbances and every man had gone to the

polls and voted that day, how different would the result have been from
what it was ?—A. Well, I cannot undertake to say, for the reason that

the negroes on the various plantations were announcing themselves
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to those who employed tliem as ready to vote the democratic ticket.

There were whole families that had so aunounced their intention to

me four or five days before the election, and one of them a considera-

ble time betore that—there was a very large family of them ; there were
five or sis men in their family. I had befriended their father, who was
charged with some crime that would have sent him to the penitentiary
if he had been convicted, and I defended him without charge, and was
at some expense : he was an old n/an I had known very well ; I heard
he was not guilty, and he said he was not—came to me before the
election and told me that he and his sons proposed to vote the dem-
ocratic ticket ; that they had thought over the matter and that they
could see no good in supporting these foreigners in office, and that they
proposed not to do it.

We had one colored man, (a mulatto, named John TVooley,) who is a
splendid fellow, and who, I think, would compare most favorably with
almost any man ; he has affiliated with the democratic party since its

first organization after the war. He said there was a considerable num-
ber in his neighborhood who would vote the democratic ticket.

Mr. Magruder, who controls some three hundred negroes, said that a
large number of his people would vote the democratic ticket; they had
a club on his place called the colored democratic club.

A gentleman asked me to make a speech to the colored people, and I

told him I was sick of addressing the negroes, and that I was determined
never to make an appeal to the negroes in this condition of things ; that
they would raise the " bloody shirt " and the past, and it was no use try-

ing. Owing to these facts and the assurance of my own people, I believe

that the majority of negroes to-day would vote with us in Claiborne, as I

believe I am a living man, if it were not for the representations to them
that we are hostile to their interest and would put them back. They
are ignorant, and believe that we would pass such laws that they would
be worse off than in slavery ; and some of them are so ignorant that
they even believe that we would put them back into slavery. But, if it

were not for their fears, which are operated upon by such men as I have
described, who are anxious to get places, I believe that they would vote
with us, and that there would not be a rij^ple on the political surface.

Q. How many votes were cast at your poll f—A. I really have for-

gotten the number.

PROBABLE NmiBER WHO DID NOT VQTE.

Q. How many persons were there who might most probably have
voted at that time, who did not vote?—A. As near as I can estimate it,

there must have been at least two hundred there. I am only giving you
an estimate ; I have no data to go upon except merely my eyesight, as to

the crowd.
Q. Two hundred who did not vote ?—A. There may have been some-

thing over that, but I reckon it was about that number. They came
back after leaving and undoubtedly would have gone on with their

voting, but they were approached by Mr. Stiles and Mr. Tom Richard-

son, a colored man, and others, who said to them, "Go back, men!
Don't you vote ! " They could have voted with perfect quietude if they had
chosen. Three of them did vote ; I kept the tally-sheet, and three colored

republicans came up and voted after that, and others were urged to

come and vote. The difficulty was a matter to be regretted, a matter of

accident such as might occur anywhere, not intentional at all, and the

death of the colored man was purely accidental.



216 MISSISSIPPI ELECTION CLAIBORNE COUNTY.

ABOUT ME. STILES AGAIN.

By Mr. McMillan :

Q. It is your opinion that they would have beeu permitted to vote?

—

A. O, yes, sir ; undoubtedly it is my opinion, and I thiuk unquestionably
that no harm would have befallen them.

Q. Is not Mr. E. H. Stiles regarded by the majority of the citizens of

Claiborne County as an honest and honorable man ?—A. By the white
men?

Q. I will just put that question to you : Is he not regarded as an honest
and honorable man by the majority of the white citizens of Claiborne
County ?—A. I answer emphatically, no! I will give myself as one that

don't regard him as such. It is a very personal answer ; I am called

upon to state it, but I am loath to answer it.

Q. Was he the prosecuting attorney ot that district ?—A. Yes, sir

;

and he made a very good one, too ; a much better one than the demo-
crats have elected.

Q. "Was he not, in your judgment, an honest, capable officer!—A. Of
my own personal knowledge I know nothing reflecting upon his admin-
istration as district attorney, except his constant leaning toward repub-

licans whenever they were involved in tbeir rascalities ; I never could

get an indictment against them before the grand juries that he con-

trolled. With that exception, I regarded him as a very capable officer,

much more capable than the democrat that has beeu elected, for that

matter.

Q. Did he not discharge his duties impartially while district attorney,

and prosecute malefactors without regard to party affiliations !—A. I

said, sir, that so far as the administration of his office as district attorney

w^as concerned I know nothing against it except the mere fact that I

could not get indictments against certain parties, these radicals, before

the colored grand juries, and he controlled the grand juries. Otherwise
than that I kiuow nothing.

Q. Did he not i)rosecute malefactors without regard to party affilia-

tion?—A. He did, sir; in my county assuredly. I have heard com-
plaints in other counties.

Q. Did not the peoi)le of Claiborne County, without regard to party,

have confidence in his integrity as an officer and man ?—A. As a man,
not as much as you cojild put in a thimble.

Q. As an officer?—A. 'So, sir; Chief Justice Peyton tells me that he
is a man of great duplicity.

Q. 1 am not speaking of Chief- Justice Peyton's opinion : have not the

people of Claiborne County, without regard to party, faith in his integ-

rity as an officer and as a man ?—A. As an officer, as far as Claiborne

County is concerned, I thiuk that he did discharge his duties. As to

his integrity as a man, we have no faith there, sir—the majority of the

people of Claiborne County. They have kind feelings, though, for the

young man, and think that he made a great error.

STILES TURNED HIS BACK ON HIS PEOPLE.

They have no faith in the honor of any man who could turn his back
upon his people with his record, and go over to the radical party for the

sake of getting office.

We do not honor him, because of his affilia^ou with these negroes;

we do not honor him, because of his duplicity. He led some of my friends

to believe that he was not even coming here to testify.

I am giving you now the impression of the people in regard to these

things; not my own individual impression merely, but what I have gath-
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ered from the general public in regarti to this man. They feel kindly
disposed toward him ; they j^ity him ; he was young when he made those
errors, and we certainly regret it, but we have no respect for the man as

a man at all ; not only because of his pretending to be a great friend of

the negroes merely to accept office and ger it, but because of his i)ublic

aud notorious intercourse with those people, and his affiliation with the
lowest of negroes, as well as the lowest of white radicals, and all of that

;

and we believe that a man like that gets tainted, and we haven't that
confdence you suggest in him as a man.

Q. You have referred to Mr. Stiles's duplicity in reference to his com-
ing before this committee; do you know that Mr. Stiles first learned of

the j)resence of this committee in this i)lace when he was in Yicksburg
on business ?—A. 1 heard that a gentleman by the name of Redpath had
telegraphed him from Washington City to be here ; I beard that he
had a dispatch to be here long beforehand. Mr. Stiles was out in the
country taking some testimony about the time you gentlemen came
down ; somewhere, I don't know where, but I think at Vicksburg.

Q. Then there may have been no duplicity there"?—A. I know nothing
about that ; I was only told that he was leaving the impression up in

Claiborne County that he did not wish to come here to state so and so,

and yet he is here as a willing v;itness to state facts that are not facts.

Q. Do you not know that he was subpcenaed before this committee?

—

A. I heard so, sir.

Q. Do you know what Mr. Stiles has testified to before this commit-
tee ?—A. I know something of it, sir; you asked me questions based
upon it.

Q. Did you hear his testimony !—A. No, sir.

Q. Did you hear it read ?—A. Iso, sir; 1 have not heard it read.

^YHY TriTNESS WOULD HAVE SHOT ANT NEGEO T\^ITH THE I3IPEES-

SION HE HAD WHEN HE STARTED.

Q. Mr. Yertner, when you left the i)olls on the day of the election

did you run toward the telegraph-office with a pistol in your hand ?—A.
I ran in that direction, but 1 did not go there immediately ; I went there

about foTir or five minutes afterward.

Q. Did you tire your pistol that morning?—A. When I jumped up 1

fired it o&.

Q. Why did you do that ?—A. Because I was under the impression
from what v.e heard that the negroes were going to a certain place

where they had their arms stored, and I don't hesitate to say that had
I been present in that crowd, with the impression 1 had when I started,

I would have shot any negro that I met going that way.
Q. VYere you armed with a gun on the day of the election ?—A. Yes,

sir ; I brought my gun out as did the others after that occurrence.

Q. Were the arms in the town collected the evening prior to the

election and deposited in the Odd-Fellows' hallf—A. I would not say
whether they were or not. They were, however, stored in a building

on the public street, a store that was not occupied. They were stored

there in case they might be needed.

ABOUT THE CANNON AT THE ELECTION.

Q. Do you or do you not know -whether the democrats had a cannon
on the day of the election ?—A. I think that had been sent off ; they
had it during the campaign, but I think it had been sent off" before the

election. It may have been there, though, for aught I know.
Q. And loaded with buck-shot?—A. I know of no such fact at all.
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WHITE REPUBLICANS AT THE POLLS.

Q. Was Mr. Stiles the only known and avowed white republican at

the polls in Port Gibson during the day of election ?—A. Well, sir,

there was another man voted who was called a republican.

Q. An avowed, and known as a prominent, republican ?—A. It was
Mr. McCready. He is a storekeeper ; but I don't think that he mixes
very generally with them, so that he might not deserve the appellation.

He is a recent comer from Indiana or somewhere. He is after negro
custom, and affiliates with them.

Q. Was Mr. Stiles armed or not ?—A. I could not undertake to say,

but he goes armed always.

Q. On that day, I ask you whether he was armed or not ?—A. I could
not undertake to say.

Q. You saw no arms on him on that day ?—A. ^o, sir; I saw none,

and he could not have seen mine unless I had drawn it.

NO REPUBLICAN NEGROES EXHIBIT ARMS.

Q. Did you see any republican negroes exhibiting any arms on the

day of the election ?—A. No, sir ; I don't think I saw any arms ex-

hibited. A gentleman told me that he saw them with pistols, and this

company that came up I was told all had clubs when they first came in

the town. They were put away soon afterward, and they didn't have
them when I saw them. Other gentlemen said that they saw them with
side-arms.

ABOUT STILES AGAIN.

Q. Do you kuow of any proposition to interfere with Mr. Stiles, and
did you hear any prominent democrat say that if Mr. Stiles was com-
pelled to leave he would leave with him f—A. No, sir ; I know that our
people never meditated any violence toward Mr. Stiles. We have re-

garded him as a weak brother, and although he affiliates with the ne-

groes, he has not controlled them to any extent. Mr. Stiles is kindly
thought of by the people, while he is not respected. I bear him no ill-

will myself, but I have no respect for him, I am free to say to you.

Q. Did you not, when Mr. Stiles arose to address the meeting, cry

out, " Where is that committee f—A. I don't recollect any such speech
as that.

Q. Well, anything of that character, substantially ?—A. I recollect

nothing of that kind, but I recollect just about the time they were
speaking—I don't think Mr. Stiles had spoken at the time—of my say-

ing something out loud, but nothing of a violent nature at all, for I had
never meditated it ; but I recollect—just on my mind there is some-
thing, but I don't really remember it. If the circumstances were brought
to me, and my mind refreshed, I might perhaps remember what I said.

I know nothing of any statement of a violent nature.

HOW STILES RAN IN BATTLE.

By Mr. Ca^ieron :

Q. For what length of time was Stiles in the confederate army, as you
understand ?—A. As I understand it, he was in the army about three

years. I state this from reputation, sir; I was not there myself.

Q. You have stated that in one battle he did not behave well.—A.

That is what I heard ; that he ran. It was talked about generally after

the war, in 18G6.

WHY WITNESS DID NOT ENLIST AT ALL.

Q. At the commencement of the war you went North and remained

North until the war was over ?—A. Some two or three years prior to
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tbe war I weut to California and selected it as a home, and left my
mother and sister out there, and eventually persuaded my brother

to go there and make a visit and see how he would like California;

and it was about the time he came out that the war broke out. 1

left there and came East for the purpose of going South myself and
attending to the settlement of some property. My mother desired that
I should return, and iu case any of us had to go that he should. After
remaining East some time, and not being able to settle up matters as I

wanted to, I returned to California.

WITNESS DEFINES WHAT HE MEANS BY HIS COUNTRY^

I sympathized very deeply with my country, and I would have thrown
my lot with her, although my feelings were opposed to slavery

Q. By your country you mean the Southern States !—A. Yes, sir.

LARGE ARMED BODIES REALLY" NECESSARY" TO ENABLE DEMOCRATS
TO HEAR REPUBLICAN SPEECHES.

Q. You have stated that you and the 300 or 350 men, democrats, who
attended the republican barbecue on the day that you have mentioned
at Port Gibson had heard that the republican speakers were making
violent and incendiary speeches, and you went out there for the purpose
of hearing what they said "?—A. Y^es, sir.

Q. Now, was it really necessary, in order to ascertain what they said

that 350 men, armed as you have stated, should go out there to hear
them '?—A. I didn't state that all of them were armed.

Q. No ; not all of them, but some of them. What I want to get at is

whether you could not have ascertained what those speakers would say
without so many of you going out upon the ground to hear them '?—A.
No, sir ; for this reason, that our people were in that condition that they
just felt afraid to move except in respectable bodies, and we would not
have gotten it from their own men ;

and we therefore went in that way.
They would not subject themselves to be overawed as a few men would
be in such a meeting.

Q. If a committee of, say a dozen competent and discreet gentlemen,
lik« yourself, had gone out there and listened to these speeches, do you
not think that that armed force would have taken your report of the

character of the speeches made ?—A. Very true, sir ; but I would not
have gone in that way.

Q. The only way, then, that you would go would be in a large body of

armed men ?—A. I didn't state that ; all of them were not armed ; I

didn't state that they were armed ; I stated that I saw some armed that
I knew, and that some others were not armed. I saw arms on them on
the day of the parade.

Q. Y"ou have stated that your object in going out there was for the

purpose of ascertaining what they said !—A. Yes, sir ; that was our ob-

ject in going.

Q. Could you not have ascertained what they would say without
going out in so large a body ?—A. I don't think that I could, sir. We
could not have gotten the men that would have gone ; they would have
been subjected to so much that was disagreeable, and sometimes these
things bring on personal collisions, and those matters would have be-

come instantly a race issue; and if one of these negroes had insulted one of

those men, then there would be difficulty, and we proposed to place our-

selves in no such position. There was an excitable state of feeling, and
the negroes had expressed themselves that we were in their power.

Q. You say you could not have ascertained without going out in so

large a body I—A. It is possible that it could have been done, but I

could not have gotten the men to have gone there of our class.
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DEMOCPtATIC PARTY ORGANIZED ON THE WHITE-LINE POLICY.

Q. You Lave stated that in Claiborae County the democratic party
was organized strictly on a vrhite-line policy ?—A. That is, that we
would not vote for negroes for office.

STRANGE TO SAY IT ELECTS A NEGRO TO OFFICE.

Q. Do you remember whether or not it was so stated in the constitu-

tion of your club ?—A. Yes, sir ; strictly so. I think it was the primary
object of the Claiborne County club, although, strange to say, there was
a negro who has always affiliated with the democratic party, and a very
respectable man, elected to office in his beat by one of the clubs organ-
ized under that policy.

ABOUT STILES AND HIS TESTIMONY.

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. Y'ou were asked as to whether you had heard Mr. Stiles's testi-

mony, which, of course, it would have been impossible for you to have
done ; but had you a conversation with him since you arrived here on
the subject of his testimony here ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did he state to you substantially what he had testified, or any-
tliiug like it, previous to your testifying?—A. Y'es, sir; he suggested
to me to read over his testimony.

Q. You have been called upon to state your opinion of this man.
Stiles; I will ask you whether it has been done by you with regret or
not ?—A. \Vith great regret ; 1 stated that my relations toward him are

those of Ivind feeling. 1 have no respect for him, I am free to confess.

UIS RECORD HAS BEEN CLEAR AS AN. OFFICER.

He has conducted his office in Claiborne County, so far as I know,
without any reproach. The only reproach I have is that my efiforts to
bring. those scoundrels and thieves to justice for things that thej' had
done in direct violation of law were without avail, and 1 charge that
uj)on him ; but I may be wrong in that. In Claiborne County, as far as
1 know, his record has been clean as an officer; but as a gentleman and
as a man of honor and standing, 1 could not say that. He does not
Lave the good opinion of the majority of the white people of my county.
As to the black people, it is a good badge when a man has these vices.

JOHN T. HAEKINGTO^^—CLAY COUNTY.

Aberdeen, Miss., June 26, 1876.

John T. Harrington sworn and examined.

personal STATEItfENT.

By the Chairman :

Question. What is your full name ?—Answer. John T. Harrington.

Q. Where do you reside f—A. In Clay County.
Q. At what place in Clay County do you live ?—A. In the country,

about -5 miles west of West Point.

Q. AVhat is your profession or pursuit ?—A. I am a practicing physi-

cian.

Q. How long have you been a practicing physician?—A, Thirty years.

Q. Where has been your residence during that time ?—A. In IMissis-

sippi all the time, in this county and adjoining counties.
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Q. Are you a native of the State I—A. No, sir ; a native of South
Carolina.

Q. How long have you lived here ?—A. Forty years.

WHY HE STOPPED HIS CANVASS.

Q. Where were you last autumn during the canvass ?—A. In the main
part of the canvass I was county superintendent, and was in the dis-

charge of my official duties generally at West Point, and I went around
to other parts of the county when the canvass commenced. 1 was su-

perintendent of education. After the canvass commenced it soon be-

came very hot on the democratic side, and throughout West Point. We
had no republicans who could meet them in debate, and they challenged
us to send out speakers. They sent so many requests to me that I did
tell them that I would go and meet them in debate, and I debated with
them until I was advised by my brother, who was chancery clerk—he
informed me that I had better desist from going to the debates, that my
life was threatened, and I could not live to go to the debate that day.

Q. Did your brother give you any evidence for his opinion, or any
fact in support of it ?—A. Yes, sir ; at a certain meeting of the demo-
cratic party where I was to meet them, where I would have met them,
my brother let me know that they were there in arms, a number of

armed men, and that they were making threats, and that when I went
there he thought they would kill me, and that I had better not go.

YOUNG :\IEN THREATEN HEil.

Q. Were there any disturbances at any meetings you did attend ?—A.
At the republican meetings there were not any disturbances, nor at the
meetings at which we debated. They had a democratic meeting at

West Point on Thursday prior to election, at which there were some
disturbances, and at which there was some shooting, and one or two men
wounded, but I did not see it. I heard the guns. I did not see it myself.

Q. Were you there '?—A. I was in West Point, but did not go to it.

I was there, but did not go where they were shooting. That was a
democratic meeting at which they had fighting. In the evening they had
quite a dispute in regard to the law as to a point of legislation, and I

was down at the hotel and consulted the district attorney. Major Whit-
field. He was district attorney. He advised as to the law, and I went
down to see him, and he sent me up to my office to get some law-books
among others. And on the way three young men from West Point were
waylaying me, I thought ; at least, 1 went up on the opposite side of

the street. 1 could not tell them at a distance. I have ophthalmia, and
cannot tell one man from another if he is very far off. I saw these three

young men suddenly turn and walk up, say 100 feet across the street

;

at least that is the width of the street. I do not know how far

exactly they walked. I wanted to have nothing to say to them, because
there is a gootl deal of ill-feeling, and I passed on. I went on the street,

and the three young men hallooed " Halt!" as they came close to me.
The first stopped about the middle of the street ; the second came about
two-thirds or three-quarters across the street, and the other one came
close to me and says, " JDo you go to your hole and do you stay there.

Do you go to Hamp Harrington's." "Go to your hole and stay there."

That was what they said first. "And if you come upon these streets

any more, it will be at your expense." Shall I tell what succeeded !

The Chairman. Yes, sir.

The Witness. As I before said, I was superintendent of education, and
the next morning I was to meet Judge Bradshaw, and we were to discuss

this pointof dispute before the board of registration. Well, I was now for-
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bidden to go upon the streets, and I went out with great hesitation, but
I thought I would make the venture the next morning. So 1 went the
next morning at 8 o'clock, and before I got there a negro, who was cir-

cuit clerk of our county, came running to me with tears on his face and
says, " There is going to be bloodshed; innocent blood. I know you
have done no harm." I said, "What is it about?" but he would not tell

me anything about it. He came from a meeting of democrats; the
same place where they had waylaid me the day before. I went in the
cdice of the supervisor of registration, and as soon as I went in there
the clerk said to me, said he, "I do not think it is safe for you to be here."
He would not indicate anything, and that was all he said. I then went
down-stairs into my oflSce and walked out the back door, and I wanted
to see whether they intended to execute the threat or only to bluff me.

A CAKDIDATE FOECED TO RESIGN.

And I went back to my brother's and told the servants, "I will go to the
back building," and if there were any demonstrations of violence to let

me know. 1 had not been there more than ten minutes before there
came along a colored man, who said the young men on the street were
hunting for me, and called for me to run. 1 then went back to the bushes
and staid until dinner ; and at dinner I came up the back way to my
brother's ; and while at dinner two of these young men came across the
yard and walked backward and forward with their pistols. It was not
more than ten steps, but I could see it as well as the others. I saw them,
and could see them looking at their arms, and they inquired for me.
Col. Frank Petty told them I was not there ; but these two came
and inquired up there. He was meeting me there in relation to the
tickets. They drove him back and would not let him come in. He was
candidate for the board of suj^ervisors, and they made him relinquish
his candidacy, and told him if he was found about that place they would
hurt him. That is what he told me afterward.

Q. Do you know whether he did resign his candidacy ?—A. Yes, sir

;

he did. These men went and took their stand where I could see them.
They staid there some hours, I suppose. It seemed a good while to me.
This was i)rior to the election on Thursday. On Friday, that evening,
I was to meet my friends at my sister-in-law's. They had my brother
under arrest at the time at the court-house.

Q. With what offense was he charged!—A. They charged him with
embezzling' warrants. He was chancerv clerk. Thev charged him with
that.

ALL THE KOADS PICKETED.

Q. Under arrest by criminal process?—A. Yes, sir; by legal process.

Then I had a negro take my horse back to a certain place, and 1 went
the back way through the woods and went to my sister-in-law's that
night, twenty-two miles, and I was very much exhausted. It took me
all night to get there, and the roads were guarded, it was said. Parties

came to me and told me the roads were guarded. In fact, they sent

an order to have tickets here, and a colored man whom they sent for

the tickets they stopped on the road and searched him; and the letter

he had hid in the bottom of his shoe, and they did not find the letter.

Q. What tickets did you intend to get here !—A. Tickets for the elec-

tion, the congressional and State elections—for all the elections that

were to come off" on the Tuesday succeeding, and they stopped him
and turned him back, and told him that all the roads were picketed,

and they could not pass any one. Well, there were parties inquir-

ing for me, and 1 took to the woods and went out till I got out of the
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range of those pickets. In that way I would get by, and they did not
suspect I got the tickets in that way and carried them out. My wife had
been away that day and returned home just at dark, and three men who
had been searching for me and they had lost sight of me. They had been
searching and went to Palo Alto, and they went on by to Barr's, three

miles from my house, and inquired if he knew whether I was at home or

not, and said they wanted to see me to compromise the election. That was
the expression. They could "compromise" if they eould see me; and they
called for their dinners and their horses to be fed. They were all armed.
They did hardly expect I would be at home, and consequently they
would not go over to my hou^e until night. So just between twilight

and dark in the deep dusk, as my wife rode up in the buggy they rode
up and they asked her if 1 was at home, and she told them that 1 was
not. ''Where is hef they asked. She said she did not know where
I was then. " Well, what do you want with him f she said. They said

they understood his family was very sick and they came here to see if

he was sick and to say that his brother is in great distress, and that
they came here to get me to go to West Point to-night.

They first said to Barr that they came to compromise the election, and
now they told my wife they wanted me to go to West Point that night to

see about my brother. I knew all about it. She told them I was not there

and had not been at home since Sunday. " You say he is not here," they
said. "ISTow, let us tell you if you will bring him out we won't hurt
him," they said. She had asked their names at first and they would not
tell their names, and she wanted to know who they were, and then they
whispered and consulted a little and said, " Let's tell her." And they
told who they were, and they said they would not hurt me if I would
come out and go with them to West Point. She said, " I tell you he is

not here, and I am not a person who tells lies, and I do not like men to

come here and talk that way. I don't wish to be insulted in my
yard." " Well " said they, " we will stay all night if you will take us."

My wife replied, " I never ask gentlemen to stay all night when my
husband is absent." And my little boy said to her, " We can take
care of them," and she said nothing; and they then said they could
stay in the woods, they supposed ; and they turned and went to

the back of my field, and as they went riding around the lot they
met an old darky, a colored man who lives with me,* and they hailed

bim and said, "Who are you?" And he says, "Keuben Green;" and
they asked, "Where do you livef "With Dr. Harrington," he re-

plied. "Where is hef they inquired. He said, "1 don't know; he
hasn't been home since last Sunday." "Ah, are you sure he has not
been home since last Sunday I" rather sharply, he said. " Xo, sir," he
replied ; "he ain't been here." " Well, you can go on," they said, and he
went on and left them behind my lot. I have one neighbor to whom
they went in about an hour. He thinks and says it was about an hour.

They went to his house and told him they wanted him to direct them
across this bad swamp, and they had been to see me and I was not at

home, and they went off. I went back to West Point that night; the

Saturday night previous to election I went back to West Point. The
next day they were searching awhile, for runners came and told me so,

I was to dispense tickets. One came in and told me he had to go through
the woods; that he could not pass on account of the roads being pick-

eted, and he had to slip in, and I dispensed the tickets Saturday night
and Sunday morning. At West Point 1 could see parties riding around
all day, seeming to be searching, and inquiry was being made constantly

as to mj whereabouts, but no one informed them, and they could not get
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any iDformation. On Sunday night, as there seemed to be such an in-

terest and anxiety to get hold of me, I concluded again to retreat, and I
went to my father's; started after supper, and I walked fire miles through
the woods after night, to avoid the pickets. I had sent and found there
were pickets, and I went five miles, knocking around through the woods
with my horse. I then went to my father's that night, and staid there
until after the election ; was not at the election at all. Parties came to
me and told me—my wife's son came to me and told me—that the demo-
crats had told him if I went to the election they would kill me. Then
Keuben Gruen says the president of a club, on the day of election, said
in that place that, while he was in favor of peace, if I came to that place
he would order his men to hang me right up on one of these limbs. I

had seen them run Major Point away, made him quit West Point, and
seen so much of their demonstrations, I knew that they would kill me.

Q. What were the circumstances of their running Major Point away?

—

A. They got up a riot between two individuals—two republicans—not
large either ; but he attempted to kill one of the leading democrats

—

to shoot him—and they got a riot up in consequence of that, and they
came around in the court-house and they said they were searching for

radicals, and were going to clean up the whole thing.

Q. When did that occur?—A. A few days before the election—I think
about two weeks before the election. A few days before the election

Petty was in the court-house yard, and the democrats came there.

Q. Was he concerned in the shooting?—A. I^o, sir; he never was. He
was a negro and candidate for sheriff, lie happened to be out, and
they inquired for me ; but I was not present. 1 had suddenly stepped
to the backhouse, and heard everything and seen everything; and when
they came up there there were some thirty or forty, and some of them
said something to him ; and the latter said let him alone, that he was
a peace-ofiicer, and not to interrupt him.

Q. You spoke of some one who warned you before the discussion,

when you went to have the discussion as to the legislation. Was this

the same man ?—A. No, sir : this man was at work in the clerk's ofiice.

Q. What was tue name of the man who told vou it was not safe ?

—

A. Mr. White.
Q. Was he a democrat or a republican ?—A. lie had been a republi-

can, but he acted afterward entirely with the democratic party, 1 think.

He acted in that interest in every particular. I think he claims to be
a democrat.

WITNESS TO BE HANGED IF HE MADE ^\>;OTHER RADICAL SPEECH.

Q. Is there anything further that you recall connected with the elec-

tion of any importance?—A. Well, I might perhaps say that individuals,

leading men in the community, some of them, and great democrats,
npon my making a speech at Palo Alto, after making a speech, one of

them came to me and said that that was the damdest radical speech he
had ever heard. He said that he never had heard such a radical speech
as that. I saw him again at West Poiut, and he says, ''1 am one of ten

that has agreed to hang you if you ever make anotlier such a speech."

They had agreed in a democratic convention, as respectable democrats
as there are in the county, and four of them volunteered to hang me
immediately wherever I could be found, if they could get ten. But they
could not get the number, and, consequently, did not put the matter in

execution. A few days after the election 1 was on my way to my office

and I met Dr. Townsend, one of the most intelligent democrats in my
county, and we had a little conversation, and he told me that he thought
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on the (lay of election I would not have been hurt; that they had the
thing fixed. " We knew that the negroes would vote as we wanted
them ; hut if they had gotten you at any time previous to that for a
week they wouhl have used you." He meant kill me, of course. He
then said that they had no ill-will against me individually, and when
they had accom[)lishe(l their political objects they would not have hurt
me, and I might have gone to the election. 1 said, " What was against
me*?" and he said, "They thought you was the managing talent of the
party, and on that account; and we were determined to beat this elec-

tion."

RELATIVE PROPORTIONS OF THE RACES.

By Mr. Cameron :

Q. Wl)at are the relative proportions of the white and black races in

your county*?—A, There are two black to one white: in the neighbor-
hood of that.

RESULT OF LAST ELECTION.

Q. What republican majority was generally conceded to be in the
county prior to the commencement of the last political campaign"?—

A

About eleven hundred.
Q. What was the result of last election in round numbers?—A. About

six hundred democratic majority.

Q. Who were elected to the legislature from your county last fall?

—

A. All whites.

Q. To the lower house?—A. We had one representative to the lower
house, and Mr. Barry, senator, from our district.

Q. Were they democrats or republicans ?—A. Democrats.
Q. Who WHS the republican nominee?—A. Mr. Pruett.

Q. Was Barry elected senator last fall ?—A. Yes, sir.

ELECTION STATISTICS OF THE SENATORIAL DISTRICT.

Q. What counties are included in the same senatorial district as
yours ?—A. Oktibbeha and Lowndes Counties uiake up the district.

Q. Prior to last elecliou were the. republicans in the majority in Oktib-
behai and Lowndes?—A. Yes, sir; a very large majority in Lowndes.
They gave a majority of about 800, I think, in Oktibbeha, and about
2,500 in Lowndes.

Q. Is Barry a democrat or a republican?—A. Democrat.
Q. So that a democratic senator was elected in that district, Mr.

Barry, and a member of the house from your county ?—A. Yes, sir.

INTIMIDATION OF THE REPUBLICANS.

Q. What was the state of feeling among the repul)lican voters^partic
ularly the colored republican voters, as to whether or not they were
secure, whether or not they would be injured in their person or property
by the democrats?— A.. Tliey were in the most intense fear and appre-

hension. They expected they would be killed, numbers of them, and
great numbers of them did not go to the election at all.

Q. On account of that fear ?—A. Yes, sir, and the threatenings that

they had received.

A NICE MAN AND CHRISTIAN RUNS OFF HIS LABORERS FOR VOTING
REPUBLICAN TICKET.

Q. You may state the nature generally, as you understand it, of the
threats that were made against the colored republicans by the demo-
crats.—A. So far as I have heard, the most of them were, that "if you
colored people vote "—I won't use their rough language—" if you vote the
republican ticket this time—if you do"—sometimes they would say

—

15 MISS
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"you will never come from the election." Other times they would say
that " you will never go to the election," and others this : that " if you
vote you will have to leave my place;" "you shan't stay in the country ;"

"you shan't be here and vote us down." '' If you stay in the country you
will be killed if you vote the republican ticket;" and vast numbers were
dist^arded from their places where they lived—leading republicans. In

one instance, a democrat, Mr. Barr, a nice man and a Christian, a good
man, I think, I went to him after he had told two of his best hands,
those men and their families— I went to him individually

Q. After he told them what ?—A. After he told them to leave his

place for having voted the republican ticket, and I said, "Mr. Barr,
these are good men ; they are honest men ; they are the best hands you
have." He says, " Yes; I hate to turn them off, but my club required it

of me, and I have to do it."

Q. What club did he refer to ?—A. The democratic club, beat No. 4,

and he did run them oft". I know of that.

Q. How general was that throughout your county ?—A. I think, sir,

it was general all over the county ; so far as I know, it was. Wherever
I have been—and I h:ive been almost all ov<^r the county—they ran a
good numy off; the leading republicans who have had any influence with
the colored people were driven off.

THREATS AND CANNON.

Q. What was resorted to in order to drive them off ? How was it

done generally ?—A. They threatened them individually, in the country,
and they got arms, as I was told. I knew it was not safe for nie to go
and see, and I did not go and see. I did not think it was a very liealthy

place for me. But they distributed arms at the precincts; the demo-
crats did. My son in-law told me (he is a democrat) that at Palo Alto
they had about twohundred guns. They said they would run the negroes
out who wanted to vote the republican ticket. But they did not use one,

I do not think. They were taken out, because they controlled the ne-

groes as they pleased, pretty much. I was told of others, but it is all

hearsay. I presume it is so ; they all thought it was so. They also had
a cannon. They threatened us with cannon.

t^. Wliere did they do that '?— A. During this canvass they carried a
cannon around vith them to every speaking-place and meetings at

nights. They would go out at night. On one occasion they went out
live miles from West Point to one particular ])lace, I remember, ISykes

Chapel. They took out their cannon, and a lot of whisky and tobacco,

and told the negroes to come and eat, chew tobacco, and drink whisky.
And they took their cannon and fired it again and again. They got it

from West Point. They told the negroes there to come and drink their

whisky ; but the negroes said they wanted them to drink tirst ; and they
had to drink first, and then the negroes drank. On various occasions
they carried that thing all over the county, shooting, booming away all

over the county, and bringing out their drums, and speaking, and done
everything of that sort to create ai)j)rehension as to the lesult.

Q. Was it customary for the democrats prior to the last canvass to

carry cannon with them from one i)lace to another ?—A. Never.

Q. Do you know, from information or otherwise, where this cannon
was obtained I— A. That was taken from West Point. They had two.
They had one in the beginning of the canvass, and they got another. I

do not know where they got it from. 1 heard it came from Mobile, but
I do not know that as a fact.
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PERCENTAGE OF BLACK DEMOCRATS.

Q. What percentage of colored voters in your county are democrats'?

—

A. Well, sir, I do not think there are more than two in a hundred.
Q. Two voters in a hundred voters'?—A. That is my opinion. They

said I am the best posted men in the county', and I think 1 am ; for I

have attended to all the clubs in every canvass in the county, and organ-
ized clubs, and talked with every leading republican, and talked with
the whites in the county. Have had means of knowing the state of

feeling and sentiment of the colored people as good and as sure as any
man in the county.

Q. And that is your deliberate opinion "?—A. Yes, sir. I think that
is a big calculation ; a large calculation. We have 2,200 voters, and
there are not 40 democrats.

Q. Two thousand two hundred colored voters ?—A. Yes, sir.

PERCENTAGE OF WHITE REPUBLICANS.

Q. What percentage of the white people in your county are republi-

cans '^—A. I am a little ashamed to say that it is very small; perhaps
not any larger, hardly so large, as the percentage of negroes the other
way; though there are a great many who came to me privately and said

we want to vote the republican ticket, but we cannot do it. Our fami-

lies would beostracised and we would be ostracised. They have got lists

going around all over the county, taking a list of every man how he is

going to vote, and if they don't say that he is going to vote with ouif

side they put him down on the uegro side. " I could bear it for myself
but not for my family. I cannot vote for you, although I think you are
right."

SOCIAL OSTRACISM OF THE REPUBLICANS.

Q. State, doctor, generally, to what extent this social ostracism is

carried in y9ur county.—A. To a very full extent; as far as it possibly

can be. They don't associate with my family, or the families of repub-
licans. We liave to make what little associations we have with our-

selves. We are perfectly ostracised in every particular. A man who
is a republican in our county must make up his mind to all sorts of

ostracism. After election a man owed me something, and he agreed to

pay me a certain amount in corn each month ; at the beginning of each
month. The roads were very bad, and he goes to Eobinson's and said,
" I want you to let me have ten bushels of toll-corn on the first day of

every mouth, and 1 will pay the corn back as soon as I can." He says
"Yes; I would be glad to make that arrangement." And 1 sent for the
first ten bushels of corn, and my son went there, and when he found out
it was for me, he sent word :

" I have taken an oath not to aid any lead-

ing radical for love or money, and 1 cannot let you have any more corn
for his benefit." And I got no more, That is just a business transac-

tion. In my practice, where I had once a good practice before, they
have universally went into some sort of an understanding that they
would not ijatronize me after that as a jjhysician. Before this I had a
tolerably respectable practice. If they had a bad case, rather than die,

they would let the radical doctor attend them ; and I am sometimes
called out in that way. But my practice has been pretty nearly cut off

in that county. They don't pretend but I am the best physician they
can get. They give me more credit for talent and work than I myself
think I deserve in that particular, both medically and politically, even
more than I deserve; but at the same time I am ostracised because I

am a radical.
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AN ELECTIONEERING ADVENTURE.
Q. Are the white men in your county generally armed ?—A. Hardly

a man of them for days before the election, especially young men, but
TPbat were armed. I started out big before the election, until this in-

formation came to my brother that I would be killed if I persisted in

my debates with them any further. I desisted from speaking, and I

U5ade no speeches at no place at no time, but what a number of demo-
crats were present and heard every word I said. I made no private
speeches. Previous to that time, in campaigns before that, I had often
spoken to the clubs—these colored clubs—when there were no democrats
X^resent ; but last year I made no speeches unless they were present,
and a great many, sometimes a hundred, and sometimes five hundred
democrats. When I desisted, I desisted for a week or two. Finally
there were so many solicitations from the western part of the county,
from colored republicans, and one or two white republicans—there were
so n)auy, that I started a week before the election to go out and make
a speech. In the morning there at West Point, I went early to the stable
to get a horse. There were two stables, and 1 went to the one I had
patronized l)efore, and I applied and asked it they had a horse. He said,

"Yes; three of the best travelers in the country." Of course, I thought
I would get a horse. And he says, "The travelers are gone and will not
be back soon." Captain Gay, who was there, was a very active man in

the canvass, and he had heard that I was going out to make a speech,
perhaps, and he went immediately" and had a conversation, antl they
came uj) to me and said, "W\^ have no horses. Our horses are all rode
down, and we cannot let you have one; but Colonel Gerdine went out
last night and has one horse; we will let you have that. He will be in,

IJerhaps, in an hour and a half."

I went, then, to the other stable to see what I could do there, and I

saw these men covered up, and they came and said I could not get a
horse there. I went back to the lirst stable and said, "If this horse
cothes in an hour and a halt"— 1 knew the gentleman very w^eil there—"I
will take the horse." Said they, " We will send you word." In about
an hour and a half, between nine and ten o'clock, I think, they sent
me word that the horse had come; and as 1 went out to the stable

I saw two or three line horses. 1 then went on, and he show^ed me
my horse; it vvas a rough, raw-boned horse, very rough horse, but
a good buggy-horse. " You can have tlie buggy for $5, or $'21)0

for riding." I otl'ered him a dtllar for the buggy, but he would not
take that. I ollered that to him additional to the 8-.r)0, but he would
not take it. They had the horse bridled and I mounted him, and
as I went oft" 1 saw some young men come for these fine horses, but it

created no apprehension at that time. I just thought about the fine

horses. I noticed that they were fine, and they were the same horses I

noticed before ; and just behind came a buggy. I was delayed some,
and I put my horse under the w hip, and he was a fast horse, and I went
at lull speed ; but the men in the buggy kept up with me for several

miles ; indeed, for a distance of nine miles, before I began to be very
apprehensive—before I thouglit they were after me. When we got
about nine miles these fine horses began to fag. They were fat, and it

was a very hot day for that time of year ; but mine was as good as ever.

He seemed to gather strength as he went. AVhen 1 got to Palo Alto, a
distance of twelve miles, one of the gentlemen went in and get into the
one-horse buggy with the other man. Then there were four after me,
aiid then 1 began to susi)ect that they meant some blooily work. Says
1 to myself, after 1 turned the corner a little, " 1 will strike out as
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rapidly as my horse will go, and I will see." It was abont a mile then
to a gate, and I let my horse go about as fast as he could ; and wheu I

got to the gate, just behind me they came ; and I opened the gate and
invited them to come through and sbut the gate after them. I was satis-

lied that they were after me then. Well, they did not commit any rude-

ness, or say anything to me ; didn't talk, didn't ask me where I was going;
but I saw their arms. There was another gate about three miles farther.

"JSIow," thought I, "I will give you a race for that gate." Audi put out for

three miles, and went it in a pretty short time; and wheu i got there they
were there with the buggy, and I opened it again for them. I was then
one mile irom Huikey Swamp, which was a very bad swamp, and there was
a hole where I could leave them, and where they would get stuck, I

thought, and so I made for that hole ; but before they got that far, about
half a mile, they turned off on the road, aud we separated in that way.
They went the road to Robinson's mill, a distance of about twenty miles

from West Point. I went around the plantation through the edge of
that swamp, and back up into another road that went to the appoint-

ment, and there I came across a man going to mill, and he went on to

the mill, and when he got there he saw three men, and he told them he
had seen me, and I had gone a certain road. He told me this after-

ward. I went to the appointment, and when I got there to the place
of speaking, I was not in a very good plight to talk ; but the republi-

cans, wheu I got there, gave way to let me speak ; and I spoke an hour
and a half before they came; and about a half an hour by sun these

fellows came riding up while I was speaking. I was mainly speaking
that day of the manner of carrying on the canvass ; and I mentioned to

them that I never knew, in the history of politics, of the republican
party doing what I have seen done by democrats in this canvass, going
round with tobacco and whisky, treating the negroes, trying to secure

their votes in this way. I had never seen such a thing as that, and I

had never done such a thing as these gentlemen have done, (pointing to

them. They were before me on the stand.) " You never saw me carry a
bottle of whisky among a parcel of negroes." I was speaking about this

when these gentlemen came up, and one says, " Now, let's stop him right

there." Major Bugg and another man they said not to interrupt me.
They spoke to him, and I saw him speak back, but do not know what he
said. The republican candidate for sheriff was near enough to hear
what was said, and they said, "Let him goon; he has not said anything
yet very offensive." I spoke until sundown and left them, and they
never interrupted me at all.

NO AKMING AMONG THE NEGROES.

Q. It is ckiimed that the negroes, a great many o fthem, were armed!
—A. Not in our county. I never heard that such was the case in my
county. I think I have as much influence in my county as any man
in the county. I have never sought office at all, but I have done all

disinterestedly, all that I have doneibr them. I believe the colored men
have confidence in me, more than in any man in the county. Wheu they

were threatened some said, in the beginning of the canvass, " We must
have guns; they are going to attack us now and we will shoot them"

—

the democrats, HI the early part of the canvass. I says, "No; don't

one of you go to one of these meetings with an arm. Never carry tiiem
;

not a gun nor a pistol about you
;
you can do nothing by fighting, and

you must not do it. If you make a demonstration of that kind, you will

certainly all be killed." Sa^^sl, " Don't one of you go armed at all."

And there was never any arms carried at all, that I know of. There



230 MISSISSIPPI ELECTION CLAY COUNTY.

was no disposition to fight, or for a difficulty. Their disposition was to
be peaceable and quiet, and have their rights; that was all they wanted.

INTIMIDATION AND INTERFERENCE THE CAUSES OF DEMOCRATIC MA-
JORITY.

Q. State briefly what was the cause of the democratic majority in

your county last fall, or the causes?—A. The cause was, in my opinion,
this intimidation and interference ; a good many could not go to the
election for fear they would be killed. The negroes in some places were
forced to vote the democratic ticket, and a good many of them had their

tickets scratched. If the tickets were not destroyed, and if you send
for them down at West Point, you can see them ; and you never saw
such things in the world. Many of them could not read, and were fooled
out of their votes in that way, many of them. I was not at the election,

but 1 was informed that in many cases they were forced from the polls

and were intimidated ; and but for that intimidation there would not be
ten democratic votes in the county from the negroes.

NO NEGRO CONVERTS TO DEMOCRACY.
Q. Then you do not agree with those who claim that the negroes were

genuine converts to democracy that fall ?—A. No, sir ; I do not believe it.

1 don't believe that there was any conversion, not one. If it were not to
involve parties—a gentleman—1 could disclose some things. I do not
know whether I ought or not. They told me what made them do it,

and how they were led to do it.

Q. You spoke of having resigned your office
;
you mean that of super-

intendent?—A. Yes, sir. The democrats seemed determined to have
the office. Once they broke open my office and held an election there.

They had a number of my books, my records, there, and they interlered

with them and scattered my papers all over the house. I was apprehen-
sive that I would get into trouble, and that I had better resign.

CROSS-EXAMINATION.

By I\Ir. Bayard :

Q. Will you give me the name of the individual who said he would
turn off two of his hands because the club compelled him to do it ?—A.
Y'es, sir ; J, M. Barr. Ilis post-office is Big Spring.

Q. How far from here is it?—A. Twenty-five miles.

Q. Is he a farmer?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Who were those two parties to this killing which took place at
West Point, two weeks before the election ?—A. 1 do not know ,• I was
not present. I did not even know the negro who was shot through the
shoulder.

Q. What was his name ?—A. I do not remember the negro's name.
Q. What is the name of the man who shot him ?—A. I cannot tell his

name.
Q. Do you kuow^ anything about the circumstances at all ?—A. Y'es,

sir ; I do not, but in that way.
Q. What was the man's name that shot the negro?—A. I do not know;

I do not remember his name.

THE RIVAL TICKETS—ABOUT SCRATCHING.

Q. There were two tickets in the county, just a straight republican
ticket and a democratic ticket ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. There was no fusion ticket ?—A. No fusion ticket in that county.

Q. What was the effect of the scratching you speak of?—A. They were
scratched by putting on democrats.
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Q. Taking off oue name and putting on another ?—A. Yes, sir; on the
rej)ublicau ticket, not the democratic.

Q. A good deal of it was done?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And they bought over men?—A. Yes, sir; bought over. That 1

heard ; 1 do not know that.

NAMES OF INTIMIDATORS.

Q. What is Dr. Townsend's uame, his full name ; who said they
would carry the election under any circumstances 1—A. I think his name
is William. He lives at Siloam post-office.

Q. How far is that from here ?—A. About twenty miles.

Q. When did he say that, anil to whom ?—A. It was after the election
when I resigned ; a little after the election.

Q. What is the name of the State senator who said the same thing ?

—

A. Barry.

Q. What is his full uame ?—A. I cannot remember, but he is not our
present senator.

Q. He said the same thing?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. To whom ?—A. He said it in his speech, that they would carry this

election,

Q. How many meetings did you attend during the canvass 1—A. I do
not remember and cannot tell, but quite a number I attended. I at-

tended right in succession, one day after another, prior to the time when
they came and told me I had better desist; and on different elections I

spoke all over the country.

Q. How many speeches do you suppose you made during the last

canvass?—A. I can tell you nearly. But twelve that I remember of.

Q. At different meetings ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you witness in that time an act of violence inflicted upon any
one?—A. I did not.

Q. Was there any act of violence inflicted upon you ?—A. No, sir.

Q. Any assault made upon upon ?—A. No, sir.

Q. At any time ?—A. No, sir ; unless that young man who came with
weapons and threatened me, but did not strike me.

Q. Who is he ?—A. He is the present chancellor of our county.

Q. What is his name ?—A. Alexis Brame.
Q. The i)resent chancellor ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. What did he do to you ?—A. As I told you before, he hailed me
across the street, and had two or three other young men with him, and
one went part of the way across the street, and Brame was the one that
talked to me and told me to go to my hole. Said, " Go to Hamp Har-
rington's and stay there, and if you are caught on these streets any
moreit will be at your expense."

Q, When was that?—A. I think on Thursd.ay evening prior to the
election.

Q. Was that the only case in which anything like an assault was in-

flicted upon you during the canvass, except these threats that you speak
of on the road, which you detailed at some length ?—A. Occasionally
some of them at some places would dispute my word and say that was
not so.

Q. Contradict statements which you made in public speeches ?—A.
Yes, sir. I was interrupted frequently ; not by those gentlemen with
whom I debated. In the debates I was treated very kindly.

Q. Who were the persons who called on the supervisor to relinquish

his office?—A. Those parties, I think—three.

Q. Who caused him to relinquish his office ?—A. Those parties there ;,

George Coleman and some others. One party was Henry Hatch.
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Q. Who was Coleman ?—A. President of the board at tlie time.

Q. Do you koow these two men compelled him to relinquish his office?

—A. He said they did ; that they drove him off. When he came to act

they would not let him act, and made him go away;
Q. Who were the men ?—A. George Coleman aud Summerfield Sykes.

THE witness's BROTHER.

Q. Before what judge was your brother charged with embezzlement?
—A. Before the mayor of that place.

Q. West Point f—A. Yes, sir.

Q. He was bound over to what court ?—A. The circuit court.

Q. Has the trial been reached yet ?—A. No, sir.

Q. Has there been any action by the graud jury upon it?—A. Yes,
sir ; found a true bill.

Q. Found an indictment against him ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. What is your brother's position ?—A. He was chancery clerk of

the county, and he was—in the capacity in which he was accused of em-
bezzling, he was clerk of the sheriff' ot the county, I think. I do not
know about that.

Q. Who was the president of that clul) of which you spoke? J. M.
Barr ?—A. No, sir; not president of the club. He was a member of the
club. The president of the club, he said, was Pad .ALdone—Patrick, I

reckon. They called him "Old Pad Mah:>ne" at Big Springs.

TREATING NEGROES WITH WHISKY AND TOBACCO.

Q. Was it a very frequent thing, this treating of negroes with whisky
and tobacco over the county ?—A. I think pretty general. I could hear
of it. 1 did not go to the meetings. 1 never went out any at night. I

did not go with them at all but when I went in the day-time. The ne-

groes told me all over the county.

KNOWS OF ONLY ONE ACT OF YIOLENCE AGAINST NEGROES.

Q. Can you state any one act of violence upon a negro by a white
democrat during the canvass ?—A. I have spoken of that case there at
West Point, which 1 told you I did not see.

Q. You do not know any case of that kind at all ?—A. Well, no ; I

presume I do not.

Q. And you do not know the name of the man at that place?—A. I

do not know now.
Q. Yon do not know the name of the negro that was hurt?—A. !No,

sir ; not at this time. The other witnesses can tell you. The party who
shot, 1 think, none of them knew. I think he was a stranger.

NEGROES TURNED OFF.

Q. What other particular case of personal intimidation do you know
of against the negroes, except those two who were turned off?—A. A
great number were run off. 1 could tell a good many of them.

Q. How do you know that it was for that cause?—A. They told me
so. The persons who turned them off told me so. Those very parties

told me; and the very ones who told me that if they did vote they would
be turned off", afterward told me that they were turned off.

Q. Your information came from the parties who were turned off?—A.
Yes, sir ; and from white men. There was a publication made in the

county, aud I reckon I could get a copy of that action of the clubs, in

which they agreed
Q. That they would resort to that means to couipel men to vote as

they wished ?—A. Yes, sir.



TESTIMONY OF JOHN T. HARRINGTON. 233

Q. What other acts of iutimidation thau that do you know of—tb?.ii

the turning of men oft?—A. This general intimidation that 1 have
spoken of a while ago, such as telling them tliey had to quit and go
if they did not do so.

Q. Who did you ever hear say so to any man ?—A. Different white
men I have heard saj^ that.

Q. To whom ?—A. To the negroes.

Q. Have you ever been present when that was said ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. State the uanies.—A. One was J. Harrington, a nephew of n^ine,

who said that they would have to quit and go; that they would have no
friends among the democrats, and could not live without their friend-

ship. They told a good many things of that sort; general intimidation
of that kind.

Q. Do you know of any other acts than those ? Do you know of any
act of personally putting in fear?—A. No, sir; so far as these things
are concerned, 1 think I have told all I know in regard to it.

NO A^IERICAN FLAG, BUT TWO HUNDRED OTHERS.

By the Chairman :

Q. Were you at the West Point meeting of the democrats, two or

three days before the election ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you see the flags exhibited there!—A. I think I sav/ two
hundred flags, but no United States flag.

Q. What were they?—A. There were some very nearly—I cannot say
if just exactly—like the confederate flag, and all sorts, shaking and
waving. But I saw no United States flag. At the West Point meeting,
up and down the streets on both sides, for nearly a quarter of a mile,

over both sides of the street, thirty or forty feet high, on the tops of

the buildings.

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. Did you walk along the whole of that street ?—A. No, sir.

Q. W^here were you ?—A. I was at my office, and went from my ofHce

to the hotel where the district attorney was.

Q. Did you pass by and along this row of flags ?—A. Well, I could

see up the street.

Q. How far could you see? I think you said you had ophthalmia, or

something, which prevented you seeing very far.—A O, I could see. I

cannot discriminate features half across the street. I could see these

bars and colors.

Q. Did you see confederate flags at that meeting ?—A. No, sir; I said

flags resembling. They might have been like them. I do not know how
many of these stripes they had on them. I do not know that the^^ were
full confederate flags. I know about the various colors, and from the

appearance of confederate flags which I have seen.

Q. Was there no United States flag, then ?—A. I did not see any. I

seen the particular ones. I think those on the court house, if any, United
States flags.

Q. Did you walk along the entire line of the street where those flags

were?—A. I did not walk along the entire line; I think near the lower
cor?ier, and looked up.

Q. That was the meeting at West Point?—A. Yes, sir.

Q,. When?—A. The Thursday before the election, I think. The elec-

tion was the Tuesday following.
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J. L. EDMONDS, COLORED—CLAY COUNTY.

Aberdeen, Miss., June 26, 1876.

J. L. Edmonds sworn and examined.

PERSONAL STATEMENT.

By the Chairman :

Question. Where do you live?—Answer. In Clay County.
Q. Which was Colfax County?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Near what place ?—A. West Point.

Q. How far from West Point?—A. My home is in the corporation,

and 1 have been employed in teaching school about four miles from
town since the 1st of April.

Q. How loug have you lived in Clay County?—A. Two years.

Q. Where were you from before that?—A. From Lowndes County,
which is the adjoining county.

Q. What is your age?—A. Twenty-four years—not exactly twenty-
four. I was born in 1852.

Q. Where did you get your education ?—A. At Columbus.
Q. In this State ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. In Lowndes County ?—A. Yes, sir.

THREATENED WITH DEATH IF HE PERSISTED IN MAKING REPUBLICAN
SPEECHES.

Q. Do you know anything about the election-canvass of last year?
If you do, you can state to the committee what you know.—A. I went
around a great deal in the county in the republican canvass, and I spoke,
I think, a time or two in the last campaign. I continued to go to them
until 1 was attacked in the streets of West Point one day by a man by
the name of McCeachin. He attacked me on the street. There was
four or live with him, and asked why was I going around speaking, and
what did 1 have to do with it. I told him just because I belonged to

the party. He told me, " I want you to stop and have no more to do
with it, or they would kill me"—just that way. I promised that 1 would
not have anything more to do with it. They had pistols in their hands,
and were armed, and I had to make the promise to save my life ; and
then they let me loose. I went to the clerk employed by a man by the
name of Vincent Petty. I went there and they came in there and
attacked me again, and told me, in the presence of Pett^' and his clerk,

if I ever went around making speeches anywhere in that county to

put on my burying clothes, as 1 would never come back to West
Point any more.

REPUBLICANS HAVE TO GO THROUGH THE WOODS TO GET TICKETS

—

ALL THE ROADS PICKETED.

Q. Who were the men ?—A. A man named Tipton—he lives there

now ; J. II. McCeachin ; I do not know his iirst name. And then I was
out there before the election, during the whole campaign, until the time
of the election; staid out at Mr. Harrington's, the chancery chrk's,

house. I staid there during the campaign. To get tickets, it was im-

r>ossible to come there in the daytime, almost, for any republican. The
democrats staid around his building, and immediately around his door,

all day long. He lived nearly outside of the corporation, just on the

inside of the corporation, and the only way to get tickets from there

was to slip through at night ; and it wns very dangerous going to Mr.
Harrington's. Mr. McCaulay, the candidate for senator of the repub-
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licnus, tliey came to bis bouse and Harrington's, and slipi)ed tbrougb
tbe lines and passed thiongb tbe corporation. Our people from the

country, they cauje at nigiit to get tickets, but did not come the

road. They came through the woods to get tickets. The roads were
picketed all over the entire county, and nothing going on the whole
time.

Q. Did you see any pickets out in tbe roads yourself?—A. Yes, sir.

I started out, was attacked, tbrew down the tickets, and lett.

PICKETS TAKE HIS TICKETS.

Q. What do you mean by being attacked ! Was tbere any personal
violence ?—A. Yes, sir ; they asked me did I have tickets, and I said

yes ; and they asked what I was going to do witb them, and I told them
;

and they said to turn them over and leave the tickets with them, and
1 left tbe tickets and went off.

Q. You were stopped by the pickets 1—A. Y'es, sir. I do not know
who tbey were ; they were all strangers.

Q. All wbite men ?—A. Yes, sir ; and regularly equipped. Tbey
were well armed, and tbey were on all the roads.

Q. How many meetings did you speak at ?— A. At three or five.

Q. Were tbere any democratic speakers at tbe meeting "?—A. Yes, sir.

ARMED MEN WITH CANNON ATIJEND REPUBLICAN MEETINGS.

Q. Were tbe meetings ordered?—A. Tbey were, our meetings; but
where we appointed a meeting they would go there and speak as tbey
pleased.

Q. Without any arrangement ?—A. Yes, sir ; without any arrange-

ment; tbey did not ask. Where we appointed a meeting they would
take a cannon and go out and get a crowd, well armed, from 40 to 50
men.

Q. Did they bring their cannon to these meetings and fire it ?—A.
Y'es, sir ; fired a dozen times in some places, and then after tbey fired

it tbey would load it up witb chains, and leave it witb tbe mouth point-

ing toward the crowd of colored peop.le.

Q. Tbey loaded the cannon with chains?—A. Yes, sir; chains were
hanging out of it.

Q. They did not fire it ?—A. No, sir ; when tbey fired I suppose tbey
bad nothing in it more than powder, but when they were going to speak
tbey would have it turned around, and chains banging around it. They
did that way at the election.

IT LOOKED LIKE VIOLENCE AT THE ELECTION.

Q. You were present ?—A. Yes, sir. At Palo Alto on Tuesday morn-
ing, tbe day of tbe election, I went out there to issue some republican
tickets, and when I got through all around, I could not issue to tbe
colored people. It looked like violence there. They got around me
witb pistols and knives; would go around and take my name, and took
my name about a hundred times. Would take it down and make re-

marks, such as "I would never get back to town ;" " The colored peo-

ple could not come and vote here." They would push me and abuse me,
and appear as if they were going to shoot them. Tbe colored people
said that if tbey were republicans tbey would shoot them. They had a
parade there at West Point on Thursday, and the next following Tuesday
was the day of tbe election.

TWO COLORED MEN SHOT.

1^. Were you present that day ?—A. Yes, sir. There was a colored
man—I was standing on the corner talking, and some other colored men
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came up, about a dozen, aud they were talking about how the democrats
were armed, and one thing and another, and a colored man says, "I do
not care how many are riding ai^onud, 1 am a republican, and expect to

vote the ticket/^ Just then a man walked up with a pistol and shot him
right here, [indicating.] Then when he shot the colored man he ran oli",

aud the colored man went on the other side of the street, aud met a
doctor—he was bleeding some—and he got the ball out. Pretty soon
another colored man made some expression, and he was shot at.

Q. Shot him, too?—A. Yes, sir. One was shot, and it made a scat-

tering; he was shot at, but was not struck. The shot was right in the
crowd, but it did not strike anybody.

Q. Do you know anything about the flags that were flying at West
Point on that Thursday?—A. Yes, sir. They had flags—red, white,
and crimson flags, with stripes occasionally.

Q. How many tlags were there?—A. The whole street was covered;
you could not hear your ears hardly for the flags flapping in the breeze,
waving and flapping over your head.

Q. Were there United States flags?—A. Y'es, sir. They had one
United States—it just had a lew stars on it—at the court-house. They
had some small little flags, but the most of the flags were just like the
old confederate flags.

Q. Were there some United States flags?—A. Y'es, sir; some.

COLOEED MEN AFRAID TO VOTE—THREATS TO KILL EVERY NIGGER IN
THE COUNTY.

Q. Do you know whether the colored people voted generally in Clay
County?— A. They did not vote generally ; they were afraid. When 1

went to Palo Alto in the morning, I went at the request of some ])arties,

and 1 found colored men were at work this side of town. They told me
they did not look for me to come; they said they would not be allowed
to vote at all. The pickets had taken the colored people and everybody
else, and asked whether they were going to vote or not; and if they
said "yes," they asked how?—if they were going to vote with the
republicans; and if they said "yes," they would not be allowed to vote
at all. They said they were going to beat at this election ; they de-

clared they were going to carry this county, or going to kill every nig-

ger in the county ; they said that on the stump, speaking. At the
meetings, on the stumps and at the school-houses, around the various
parts of the country, they said the^^ would carry the county or kill every
nigger ; they would carry it if they had to wade in blood. That was
their whole doctrine.

THREATS FRCOI THE STUMP.

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. Who made that speech, " We will carry the county and kill every
nigger in it?"

The Chairman. He did not say they would kill every nigger in it.

He said they would carry the county or kill every nigger in it.

Q. Who said that ?—A. Mr. Brame, Frank White, Alexis Brame,
Mr. Barry. He is senator from Clay County.

Q. You heard both these gentlemen say that from the stump ?—A.
Yes, sir.

Q. Did anybody hurt you from the beginning to the end of the canvass,
personally ?—A. No, sir.

DR. HARRINGTON HAD TO " LAY OUT."

Q. Did you see them attack anybody else except the man that they shot
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in the shoulder ?—A. No, sir. They were after Dr. Harrington ; that

was after he had to hiy oat.

Q. Was he hurt?—A. Xo, sir. He was the county superintendent,
and they were after him ; he had to lay out all the time.

ABOUT THE PICKETS.

Q. How often were you compelled to give up your tickets on the road,

and what road was it ?—A. On the road to Palo Alto from ^Yest Point.

Q, How often was it?—A. Once. 1 did not try—did not take any
more tickets out.

. Q. Who was present?—A. I do not know ; they were strangers.

Q. How many were there of them ?—A. Four or five—say five—well-

armed men, too. They had little red jackets on, and three or four pistols

hanging around them.
Q. lied jackets ?—A. Yes, sir; red caps. They were here on our

road. They w^ere there two weeks before the election, with red jackets
and caps on, and occasionally a cape on their shoulders.

ARMED DEMOCRATS AT REPUBLICAN MEETINGS.

Q. Were the democrats also who came to the republican meetings
well armed *?—Yes, sir.

Q. How many would come with arms?—A. Well, sometimes fifty or

sixty.

Q. Did Mr. Brame come there ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Yon saw him there with these men—forty or fifty armed demo-
crats"?—A. Y'es, sir.

Q. ]Mr. Barry had some men also ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Those were republican meetings where the democrats came?—A.
Yes, sir.

TWO COLORED DEMOCRATS.
By Mr. Cameron :

Q. Do you know any democratic colored men in your county ?—A.
I do. I knew one. I knew two. One by the name of Sampson Brack,
another hy the name of Wadkius. They were democrats.

COLORED PEOPLE GENERALLY THOROUGHLY RADICAL.

Q. Are you well acquainted with the colored people of that county ?

—

A, Yes, sir ; have taught school in every beat in the county. The
colored people are generally thoroughly radical. Tliey would carry the

county if they had their privilege to vote which way they wanted, and
had not been intimidated, by a large majority. They must have done
it. It was a republican county until last fall. A good many of them
did not vote because they couid not carr^- the election if they had voted.

They did not want to have their friends murdered. There was no n)an
would run, because he knew he would die if he did, and they did not

want anything like that to take place, and they would not vote any
other ticket.

Q. Some colored republicans changed their politics, became demo-
crats, last fall in your county ; how was that I—A. Not a word of that.

I W'as at the clubs throughout the county, and it was thoroughly repub-
lican.

NO ARMED NEGROES.
Q. Were the colored republicans armed or not ?—A. No, sir ; not

armed, for the republicans in all their speaking advised the colored peo-
ple not to arm. They were advised from the beginning of the campaign
not to arm themselves. At every meeting they were advised to go to
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the election peaceably, and to go to tbe meetings peaceably ; and before
that I have been in campaigns where the colored people would carry
shot-guns and things—that is, they would take them with them—but at
the meetings last fall they did not take, they would not take, a gun at any
time, not one of them ; and I never saw a gun nor pistol among them,
among five or six hundred. I did not have a pistol, and they searched
me and did not find anything in the world.

J. W. CARABINE—CLAY COUIS^TY.

Aberdeen, Miss., JMwe26, 1876.

PERSONAL STATEMENT.

J. W. Carabine (colored) sworn and examined.

By the Chairman :

Question. Where do you live ?—Answer. 1 live in Clay County.

Q. In what place, near what post-office ?—A. JSTear West Point; that

is my post-otiice. A little village named Siloam is nearest me, but no
business is done there scarcely.

Q. now long have you lived there!—A. This is the second year.

Q. Where did you live before that f—A. In the neighborhood of Palo
Alto, in the same county.

Q. What do you do ?—A. Farm.
Q. Do you own land ?—A. I have traded for some ; I have not entirely

paid for it yet.

Q. You have a right to own it ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Have you taken any part in politics over there?—A. Well, a little,

sir.

Q. Have you held any office?—A. I have, sir.

Q. W^hat office have you held?—A. The first appointment I had was
trustee in Chickasaw County, before Colfax was formed. After that, I

was appointed as one of the school-directors. Since that I have been a
member of the legislature.

Q. Do you read and write?—A. Yes, sir; a little.

Q. Have you learned that since the war ?—A. Since the war. I did

not know the alphabet before the war.

Q. What is your age?—A. 1 am going on 31; I was 30 the 16th of

last February.
Q. Did you make any speeches in the last canvass?—A. A few. Well,

I made a good many speeches before I was nominated, and afterward.

1 was a candidate at that time.

Q. A candidate for the legislature?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you make speeches ui> to the time of the election on the 2d of

November, or did you stop belbre that?—A. I made some few speeches
just belbre the election. 1 had a vacation a while after the nomination
was made. 1 was silent until a few days just before the election, and I

made a i'ew remarks just-to wake them ui) before the election.

Q. What led you to speak ?—A. Well, everybody got perfectly quiet
after the nominations were made ; everybody resorte<l home to work,
and there was no political excitement in t?ie county; every one got very
quiet until just before the election, and some of them thought that it

would be proper to sort ol liven it up again, and I had occasion to meet
them again and talk with them.
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EXCITING ELECTIONEEEING INCIDENTS.

Q. Did you make any speeches on the democratic side?—A. I could

not say exactly that they were on the democratic side. I had occasion

to make some with them in joint discussion just a few days before the
election.

Q. What led you to do that ?—A. The first of my getting in conflict

with them, 1 think, was on Tuesday before the election. The election was
on Tuesday, I believe ; and a week before the election I made a republican
speech at Palo Alto. There is quite a neighborhood there, and they
invited me up there to speak for the last time before the election, and I

went up there and spoke to them on that night ; and on the follov;ing

(lay I had occasion to be in West Point, and they attacked me as to my
speech that 1 had made on the night before, and said that they under-

stood that I had made a very fiery, contemptible speech, and wanted I

would take it back.

Q. Who was it that attacked you and spoke in the way you said ?

—

A. A gentleman at West Point ; one of the attorneys there.

Q. Give us his name.—A. fS. M. Bradshaw is the name of the gentle-

man that spoke to me.
Q. What did he say to you ?—A. He attacked me. I went in very

earlj^ in the morning, and I went around to the courthouse; and I got
into the court-house, and he halted me and said, "You are the veiy
gentleman I want to see ;" and he walked up and asked me what I said

in my speech last night. I told him that I really could not tell him right

then all I did say ; that it was a very lengthy talk, and that I could not
tell him all I did say, or really what I did say. He says, "If you said

what 1 understood you said, you done it at the risk of your life." I said,
" 1 don't know as I have said anything in violation of the laws of tlie

country, or in violation of the Constitution under which I live. I always
try to stay within the bounds of what I believe to be right, as near as

possible. 1 did not go any further than that, as I think. I may be in

error, but I don't think 1 was in my own opinion." He said: "What
we understand you said, if you said it you have got to take it back, and
1 want you to meet us in the morning at 9 o'clock." We did cot have
any more words there.

1 knocked around the court-house all the next day. I met them the
next morning—that was on Thursday. They had a sort of white peoi)le's

celebration, as you might call it, and all the whites were in town that

day. There was scarcely any colored men in town. There was a i)ower-

tul turnout there, and a considerable excitement; and I went in and
staid around there until some time about 1 o'clock, and several of them
had hollered at me during the day while they were marching around,
and 1 joked with them. Most everybody in that county knew me, as I

was born and raised right there close; and many white men in the

ranks hollered at me, and said I had to take back before sundown what
I liad said on Tuesday night. I felt tearful, and I kept myself perfectly

quiet.

About 1 o'clock Beverly Mathews, of Columbus, was making a
speech "to them on the street. He was on the gallery of the court-house,

up from the ground, and I was not at the court-house. Some one
came in and said that Mathews was si)eaking, and I concluded I would
go down and listen to him. I went down, and the crowd was scattered

around so much that I could not hear him on the outside, but J worked
myself along in the crowd until I got near enough to hear what he was
saying. I reckon I had been there some four or five minutes, as well as

1 can remember, and was standing there listening to him, when a gen-
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tleman cotched me in the bosom aud shook me, and snatched me aronnd.
He says, '" I suppose you say I am a Cod-damned liar ?" 1 said, " No, I

don't, 'case I never use an oath now ;" that I had a different proi'esaion

from that ; that I did not cuss. He said again, " I suppose you call me
a damned liar f—just that way. 1 said to him, " No, 1 don't cuss." He
then said to me the tliird Lime, " 1 suppose you say 1 am a God-damned
liar ? I want you to repeat it." I said, " No, sir ; I don't cuss at all, and
I don't know what I would call you a liar about. I never had any con-
versation with you." He said, " Do 1 understand you to deny what you
said at Palo Alto !" I said, " Nobody asked me to deny it, any more
than some people attacked me yesterday and said I should take it back
to-day." Says he, " Did you say so and so at Palo Alto Tuesday f and
I said to him that I didn't.

Q. What did he say that you said ?—A. He said that I told the
colored people to fetch their guns to the election ; that there was going to

be blood spilled on account of this great thing. I said to him, "1 am
sorry that you think that such an ignorant man as myself would get up
in the presence of intelligent men, as many of them gentlemen were,
and make such a foolish speech. They certainly did not understand
what 1 said, and there must be some misapprehension ;" and from that
two or three young men said, " Do you sui)pose we have not got intelli-

gence enough to understand your political speeches'?" I said, "No; I

don't suppose nothing of the kind ; but there is some misapprehension
somewhere. I never carried a pistol, and I never asked anybody to

carry their arms, and 1 think .>ou could not have understood me. I

spoke the words plain enougli, it looked to me, for any one to understand
what I said. I said that a great battle was to be fought on Tuesday
next between two very powerful elements, and that each man should be
X^repared with his ballot to fight the battle at the polls. I spoke it plain

enough, it looked like, for any one to understand it, and you have como
up and reported that I had said this, that, and the other."

At that time a colored gentleman—I could not call his name to save
my life now ; I know his folks, and 1 ki:ow him when I see him passing
on the street, and I think he lives in West Point—was standing right

by me, and they were gathering around me pretty thick, cussing, rip-

ping, and talking. This colored man took me up and carried me through
the crowd, making way through the crowd. Immediately these white
folks snatched him back, and snatched me back where I was, and they
said, " You ain't going to take this man anywhere untd he takes back
these things ; we are satisfied that he has said them, and he has got to

take them back." 1 said, '• I try as a boy here to give every man the

respect that is due them as citizens, aud 1 have always demanded it,

and have got the respect of the white and black all through my life,

aud I suppose 1 have got as many friends in the country among the
white people as any other colored man in it. I have never been insulted

before since the war by any of t,he white people in my neighborhood,
where I live, until this time; aud I give every man the respect that is

due him, aud I asks it of yon. It is your day, and 1 am here as a sacri-

fice if you want me. But I did not say these things, and what I did

say 1 don't take back. 1 declared my rights as a republican i'rom prin-

ciple and not motives of oflice."

A gentleman named J. W. Prewett, a white man, came to me and
just picked me riglit up, and said, "1 have got you in my power now,
and will see that you don't get away from me." He just picked me
right up as though 1 had been a boy, and set me up on the pavement,
and ran me into a saloon owned by Ed. Ware, and shoved me on in
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there, aud says, " By God ! get asvay from here ; if anybody wants to do"

—

thus and so, or something of that kind, he remarked that he would not
let them do it to me ; and he got me into Ware's front door, and there
was a partition in there between the front saloon and a back room ; and
he dodged behind that and shoved me through there, and I kept on
through and got into his back room there ; and a colored man named
Monroe Staggs taken me and carried me to the court-house, and from
there 1 went into the office of the superintendent of public instruction

there. I went in there and stayed there an hour, and never saw any
more of them ; bnt Prewett said that afterward thirty or forty came
after me, and if he had not held the door so as to conceal me they
would have shot me before I got out at the back door.

I did not have anything more to do with them after that, I believe, at

all. This Jerry Hudson, the one that cotched me that day by the breast

—

I saw him a day or two afterward, and he spoke to me and said he was
as good a friend to me now as he ever had been ; that he was drunk on
the day of the trouble. I told him I had nothing against him as a man,
but that 1 felt a little wrong toward him for the way he treated me at

the time. He said he felt that he had treated me wrong, and was sorry
for it. 1 believe that was about as far as that case ever went, though
they told me that I would have to go around and make some speeches
for them ; that 1 had risen up a great element or some kind of feeling

in the colored men ; that they never could get out of them for the next
ten years to come, with the speaches I had made, and that I had to go
around and make some speeches in behalf of them in some way, or else

I might have some trouble. They told me if I would do that, I could

demand some respect among them and have no further trouble with
them.

WITNESS IS FORCED TO MAKE SPEECHES BY THE DEMOCRATS, BUT
" THEY DID KOT REALLY' APPRECIATE THEM."

Q. What did they say would be the consequence if you did not go
with them and make speeches?—A. They did not say if I did not do it

what would be done, as I remember; but they came to my house and
fetched a buggy for me and told me 1 had to go Avith them to make
speeches for them. And they said, " You know what has been said and
what has been done; you have got to go, so just hurry in here and go
along if you don't want any further trouble." I then got in and went
along with them, and they did not really appreciate my speeches at

length
; but I went along with them and made three speeches; and they

had some fault to find with my speeches at last, but I have never had
any trouble with them since.

"A BLACK-LIST."

Q. Do you know anything about a black-list ?—A. Well, there was a
democratic club there, or a conservative club was, I believe, the name
of the organization ; and they met and passed resolutions that all that

voted the republican ticket or took any part in the meetings of the re-

publicans there should be put onto what they called the black-list; but
as for the meaning of that black-list, I don't know what they mean
by it. I saw the resolution in a newspaper, and the black-list, as

they call it, and saw several names attached to it ; and they v/onld meet
occasionally, and every time they would meet 1 suppose they would
fotch a man up. The black-list was that these men who appeared on it

was not to get any employment from any man that owned land in the

county, and it any man gave him employment he was to forfeit r.ll his

rights in the assemblage.

IG MISS
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Q. What paper did you see that resolution iu!—A. In the West
Point Citizen, I think it was.

FELIX ARCHER HAS SOME TROUBLE WITH HIS EMPLOYER.
Q. Do you know Felix Archer ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Where is he?—A. He lives about three miles due west of me

—

four miles, I reckon.

Q. Did he have any trouble in that canvass !—A. He never made
any speeches, as I know.

Q. Was he run off?—A. He was not, of my own knowledge. 1 heard
the old gentleman say himself that he was living with a man, I think,

by the name of Ivey, and he had told him to leave his place; that he
was not going to have anything to do with any damned radicals, or
something of that kind ; and I think finally he did leave, and he stayed
away from his plantation. He lived there till his crop was gathered,
and had to take his things away ; but 1 think he allowed him to come
back and fini^ih gathering it ; and he had to move his family and prod-
uce awaj' before Christmas. 1 know there was a conversation that
taken place between me and him, now, and I remember his saying that
he had some trouble with his employer.

ABOUT THE PICKETS.

Q. Do you know whether any of the roads in your county were pick-

eted during the canvass or on election-day ?—A. S'^oue, of my own knowl-
edge ; I heard it rumored.

Q. You did not see the pickets ?—A. I did not see any. I saw them
with some cannon, hauling them around in the back of the towu j what
they were going to do with them 1 did not know.

Q. You saw cannon ?—A. Yes, sir; they shot off one near my house.
They turned right up close to mj- house, on the hill, and shot it off and
went on with it.

ARMED MEN IN UNIFORM AT THE ELECTION.

Q. Were there any armed men at this meeting at West Point on
Thursday before the election ?—A. I did not see any with guns, as I

remember. They had these great big—what they call Ku-Klux pistols

—

great, big new pistols, a new kind of pistol there ; £?ud they had them
buckled around on the outside. The privates did not have them, but
the officers that was dressed in uniforms had them, pretty much.

Q. How many officers were dressed in uniform 7—A. I could not tell

you.

Q. What was the uniform ?—A. Ped shirts and yellow ones, and red
caps with a feather or something sticking in them.

Q. Did these men have pistols ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. How many of these men were there uniformed in that way ?—A.
I could not tell you ; I should think there were some twenty or thirty,

maybe more. They was the officers there of their club, I suppose.
They had general officers to i)reside over their shebang. They was rid-

ing around there generally—a great crowd of them. There may have
been, I reckon—a large bunch—one hundred or more, of them.

Q. Do you know anything about threats by farmers not to employ
men, other than what you have stated ?—A. Xo, sir; none.

Q. Do you know whether any men were discharged after the election

on the ground that they had voted the republican ticket ?—A. l^o, sir;

I do not believe I know any of my own personal knowledge. There
wa'n't any right in my own neighborhood ; there is nobody scarcely ia

my neighborhood, only one or two farmers living there ; all oolored peo-

ple pretty much around there; we are a colored neighborhood almost
entirely.
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AR3IS A3I0IS'G THE COLORED PEOPLE.

Q. Do you know whether the colored people generally have arms or

not—pistols or guns ?—A. A good many of them have shot-guns, such as

they are ; shot-guns, or Army muskets, or something. They got hold of

them after the war when they could get them cheap, and a good many
of them got them; but I don't tbink there was a great mauy pistols

among them ; I never seed mauy.

THURSDAY BEFORE THE ELECTION.

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. Who was Mr. Prewett !—A. He is an old citizen living there, about
four miles, I think, east of West Point.

Q. He was the white man who took you away from the crowd at the

time you were standing listening to the speech ?

—

A. Yes sir.

Q. There was a pretty big crowd of men ?—A. Yes, sir ; I reckon
twelve or tifteen hundred.

Q. On Thursday before the electiou "^—A. Y^es, sir.

Q. Is Prewett a democrat!—A. He affiliates with the republicans.

Q. He came and just picked you up out of the crowd ?—A. Yes, sir;

just simply picked me u}) out of the crowd, and shoved me along into

Mr. Ware's saloon.

Q. Was there considerable decorating of buildings with flags that

day ?—A. Yes, sir : they had two or three hundred of them.
Q. What sort of flags did you see°^—A. I saw red, and yellow, and

green, kind of made in United States flag stripes; great broad stripes

running clear through.

Q. Did you see any [Juited States flags flying among the others ?

—

A.
I saw some made sort of in that style, with stars all around.

Q. Do you know a United States flag when you see it from any other

flag f—A. I don't know as I wouxd ; I think I would, though.

Q. Did you see one flying that day from tbe court-house?—A. Yes,

sir ; there was one from the court-house, but I could not subscribe the

appearance of it. They had them front of the citizens' doors all around.

THE BLACK-LIST.

Q. What is the date of that black-list you spoke of f—A. I could not

tell you that.

Q. W^hat year ?—A. In 1875.

Q. Do you know about what time ?—A. It was along, I think, in the

latter i^art of the year ; in November, I think.

Q. After the election ?—A. 1 think it was after the election when I

saw this resolution. I am most satished it was. I noticed it in the

papers—in several different papers.

R. H. SHOTWELL—CLAY COlTNTY.

June 27, 1876.

R. H. Shotwell sworn and examined.

PERSO>-AL STATEMENT.
By Mr. Bayard :

Question. Where do you reside ?—Answer. In West Point, Clay
County, Mississippi.

Q. What is your occupation 1—A. A merchant.
Q. How long have you resided there f—A. Since the war.
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A QUIET ELECTION.

Q. Were you there duriDg the last canvass?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you take any part in that canvass at all ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q, With what party did you act ?—A. With the democratic party.

Q. What was the condition of the canvass as to peace and good
order?—A. I never saw any better order in an election in my life, during
the canvass.

Q. Was there at any time during that canvass any difficulty, amount-
ing to a disturbance, between the black and white people, to your own
knowledge!—A. 'So, sir.

COLORED PEOPLE AT DEIilOCRATIC MEETINGS.

Q. Do you remember whether the colored people were in the habit
of going to democratic meetings in large bodies and hearing democratic
speeches 1—A. Yes, sir ; they were.

Q. State what you know of that.—A. I went to several speakings,
and there was generally a good audience of negroes, and very few white
people at them. The meetings I went to were gotten up with the design
especially of addressing the negroes and talking to them, and they
always had good audiences.

Q. Were they joint meetings? Did you have democratic and repub-
lican speeches at the same meetings ?—A. 'Sone that I know of. We
always invited them to come out and espouse their cause, and speak
with us before the negroes, but they never came.

Q. Did you ever know of armed bodies of men going to the democratic
meetings throughout the county ? You have been to a good many of

the meetings.—A. Well, sir, I was at some three or four meetings my-
self where the negroes were especially drawn out, or called out, and I

was at one or two meetings where there were but few negroes.

Q. Were you with Chancellor Brame, or Barry, speaking there?—A.
No, sir; I was with Barry, making some S]ieeches.

Q. Any armed men present at that time f—A. Xo, sir.

Q. Do you know of either of them taking bodies of forty or fifty men
with them to republican meetings ?—A. I know it was never done.

NO EOADS PICIvETED.

Q. Such testimony was given by a man named Edmonds, and another
man from West Point. Do you know anything about the road around
West Point being picketed?—A. ISTo, sir; it was never done bj* the
democratic party.

Q. Did you ever know of any company that was there with red caps,

or red jackets and uniforms, who picketed the road ?—A. There was a
little company of gunners following the cannon that wore red caps ; four

or five of them that managed this gun.
ABOrT THE CANNON.

Q. What gun ?—A. The cimnon.
Q. For what purpose ?—A. It was just carried around to use in the

way of demonstration—getting up a kind of jubilee and means of re-

joicing.

Q. Mere salutes fired in that way ?—A. Yes, sir ; in that way. They
never used anything more, I think, than blank cartridges. The negi'oes

assisted in firing it, and enjoyed it more than the white people. It

appeared a little attractive to them, and they have gone along and
would shoot it. I never knew of any shot being carried with it—any-
thing of that kind—and I do not think it was ever done.

Q. Do you know of any blacks who came to the democratic ranks and
quit the republican party ?—A. Yes, sir.
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NOAH GOFF.

Q. Who are they ; do you know any of their names ?—A. I know one
by the name of Noah Goff, a leading republican.

Q. Vincent Petty ?—A. Yes, sir. He was treasurer of the county. I

do not know myself that Vincent voted with the democratic party, but
he made democratic speeches, went around denouncing the radical
wicket, after he had been nominated for treasurer on that ticket himself.

Q. Did be come off the ticket"?—A. Yes, sir; he withdrew from the
ticket, and the party then nominated the old sheriff', Mr. A. P. Shattuck.

Q. Frank Powell ?—A. Yes, sir; he was nominated for county assessor
and withdrew and denounced the ticket.

CHARACTER OF THE REPUBLICAN CANDIDATES.

Q. What was the character of the men nominated by the republicans
in that county ?—A. Well, sir, they were very bad men.

Q. State who they were—something about them, whether they com-
manded public confidence.—A. They did not command public confidence.
I would like, if the committee will indulge me a little, to speak about
these men a little, if you please.

The ticket that was nominated met with but very little favor, as a
rule, from the republican party. The convention was called by the
republican party ; and these men were all nominated, and several articles

appeared in the republican organ (the Times) immediately after these
nominations, which articles expressed considerable dissatisfaction. I

have these articles, and would like to read them as a part of my evidence;
and then I will go on and state some other facts

:

[From the West Poiat Timea, August 6, 1875.1

THE CONVENTION AND ITS NOMINATIONS.

Big Springs, Miss., Aurjust 2, 1875.

Editors JVest Point Times :

Not being an aspirant for office, and, consequently, not a " sore-head," I believe with
my record as a life-long republican I can take the liberty to ask for space in your
valuable journal for this endeavor at what I deem the interest of every honest, sound-
thinking republican in Colfax County. I hope those who wish to see the party vic-

torious will stand with unflinching honesty to its cause, and that the principles which
have saved the country and raised it in the scale of nations may ever live is my daily
supplication.
The delegates to the convention which assembled last Saturday at your town did

not, Messrs. Editors, have the interest of the republican party at heart, but only had
in view the offices and their eyes upon the sluggish, incompetent, and unworthy men
to fill them, after being forewarned by the honest republicans and the Times the value
of the ballot, and their dutv in selecting men that should be voted for and elected to
fill them.
A convention, in making a solemn appeal to its party adherents to pertbrm their

political duties, must be impressed that every man who is placed upon the ticket is

noted for his capacity, integrity, and, not less ov least, for his honesty. The selection
of such candidates will cause the men of energy and thought to rally to their support,
and every honest man who has a right to vote will not withhold his vote.

You are, gentlemen, sorry no doubt as republicans conducting a republican news-
paper to say it, and with more regret have to record it, that the haste and unthought-
ful manner in which these ungovernable would-be leaders thrust these nominations at
the people, and refusing to listen to the behests of true republicanism by selecting
worthy names upon the ticket, will, as it now stands, cause the party to be routed,
horse, foot, and dragoons, with no poiver to resist the onslaught.
The dissatisfaction to the entire work of this blundering, determined-to-take-their-

own-way convention and its nominations by the people throughout; the entire county,
is too open and manifestly too strong not to be heeded by the holiest of the holy (f

)

"rings" which concocted and brought about placing individuals in nomination that
are unworthy, incapable, and in some instances, as I am informed, fled their country
for the country's good, and indictments against others who are to be voted for by this

people.
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This ticket can't win, and it should not. It won't stand investigation, and I don't
think the honest colored property-holders will appreciate this lie upon their moral and
political teachings.

Tbe action of the convention does not meet with a faA'orable reception from one-
third of the delegates, and not one- fourth of the nominations are the choice of the
•whole people which compose the repulilican party. Its action being se unsatisfactory
and in contempt of the responsibility of good goTemment and true republicanism, I

would propose, Messrs. Editors, that the people take this matter in their own hands by
calling a mass-meeting or otherwise, and there rectify this deformed ticket which was
brought forth in iniquity to break np the republican party.

Unless this is done the enemy that is skillful in observing our weak points will
thrust those bitter epithets which are too true to be resisted by this " too thin" helmet
of sacred right and duty.

It is not generally known, Messrs. Editors, that the convention contained delegates
that were under tweuty-one years old, and also that in the convention a represent-
ation of delegates for l,0(iO voters above the legitimate strength of the party was
there assembled. In other words, 2,600 voters were represented when there should only
have been 1,800. I understand, also, that several clubs in the west section of the
county were represented with from twelve to fifteen delegates, sending to the conven-
tion nearly thirty, when at the outside they were only entitled to eight ; and some
others were admitted into the convention without credentials, for with the "ring" it

was "rule or ruin,"' and the earnest and conscientious had their struggle in vain.

I have said much more in this letter than I intended, but the interest which I feel

in the success of republican principles will afford my reason for speaking through the
Times to the people of Colfax County, that they may undo before it is too late the
positive neglect of duty of these assumed "leaders" against the well wishes of the
voters. Vv'ith this ticket in the field our county will go over to the democrats.
Will they submit to the action of ibis blundering convention with these facts before

them?
If so, we have no other fat« than the downfall of our party throughout the State.

Let a mass-meeting be called of the rei>ublican voters of your county, one and all,

and there select good, honest, and trne men for office.

A democrpt remarked to me a few days since, you have had your bad men in office

long enough, and, said he, " I'll be d—d if ever you elect that corrupt ticket."

Call a mass-meeting, Messrs. Editors, and show the color-liners wo are not going to
give them a chance to defeat us for a single office in the County.

Yours,
Republican.

(Fiodj tbe "W^«-6t Point Times of August 27, 1875.]

KEI'lELIC-VN EXECUrn'E COMXHTTEE.

We are requested to state that the republican executive committee of this county
have deemed it advisable to call a meeting of that body at an early day to make some
change in the county republican ticket, and to re-organize the dift'erent delegations.
We hope, and sincerely, too, that this will be done, and done immediately. The ticket

as it now stands, or is supposed now to be, is a sham, and is unworthy the name of repub-
lican. Republicanism in its truest sense is hasetl upon personal honesty, ability, iu-

dnetry, and method in its officers, and unless tbe ticket is composed of such the people
will refuse to invest it with authority. We would suggest to the committee to bring
the best men to the front, who have the fullest share of public confidence, and invite

them to accept for the public good.
There will need be a radical change in the ticket, and we urgently request the execu-

tive committee to make the base to the key-stone firm as granite, that the vicinity at

the poU will compensate for the improvement made in it.

(From the "West Point Times of August 00, 1675.]

CALL FOR A r.EPVELICA>r MASS-MEETING.

We, tbe undersigned, feeling the necessity of some prompt action in regard to har-

monizing the dissatisfied republicans of this county, after consulting with a large
number of good and reliable citizens of our jiarty in difi'erent portions of the county,
we would recommend that there be a meeting of some kiud called at an early day,
where the people can be represented and theLr wishes would be consulted. As the so-

called convention that came ofl' here a short time since fails to give satisfaction to the
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TOters and taxpayers of this county, and as the most of them are incompetent and
we don't think can be trusted in important positions, we think it dangerous and very
injurious to the interests of the republicans for any one or two persons to try to force
eiich a ticket on the people of this county, and it should be treated as an enemy to the
country. We would recommend such a ticket as would look after the interest of all,

and one that we can recommend and invite all good people to unite with us in electing.

Ransom Chandler, Jas. Luster, Diniel White
Monroe Staggs, A. A. Shattuck, W. S. Miller,

J. W. Caradine, F. A. Faulkner, Xoah Goff,

Sylvanus Cooper, Carl Williams, I. Cromwell,
F. M. Abbott, Ed. Gates, Elijah Saxon,
Felix Archy, Jas. Paden, And hundreds of others.
Charles King, Charles Dale,

ABOUT H. H. HAEEI>'GTON.

And this paper is the party organ of the republicans there; it is edited

by the party. As corroborative of what I expect to state here now in

regard to the men who were on the ticket, I read these articles. This
ticket was composed of, for instance, the first man, one H. H. Harring-
ton. He was chancery clerk of the county—had been for one term;
this was his second term; that was his office, and he had been elected

twice. He is a brother of the J. T. Harrington, who testified here yes-

terday. H. H. Harrington, at the March term—by the way, a negro by
the name of Vincent Petty was treasurer, and this man H.H.Harrington
controlled the office exclusively; he conducted the chancery clerk's office

and treasurer's office both; it is understood that he paid this negro,

Petty, for the office, and ran them both. At the March term of the

chancery court, Harrington's books showed that there were $11,000 of

money on hand in the safe, or which should have been on hand, belong-

ing to the county fand. We have the testimony of his deputy that

there was no such fund on hand, but that it ought to have been ; but
the two supervisors did not require, as the law requires, him to bring

that money out, and lay it out on the table and count it before the board.

I was requested by a number of citizens at the next term (the October
term) to go before the board and demand of the board that the treas-

xu?er make a settlement as the law requires—a quarterly settlement. He
was informed of it, and invited to come up, bat he was not ready, and
we gave him another day ; and the settlement showed there was $8,853.89

on hand of what is called the court-house and jail fund. Here is a part

of the minutes of that meeting, which I can read.

Q. Can't you state the substance?—A. This is the record which shows
that in the settlement Harrington's books showed a balance on hand of

the court-house and jail fuud of $8,853. We then demanded that the

money be produced; and after pressing Harrington considerably for it,

he at last just came out and confessed he did not have it; that the war-

rants that represented that money had been deposited in the bank in

Columbus, for his individual use and benefit; and confessed to it that

the money was not there, and that he had used it t® that amount. He
never paid it; he simply appropriated that large amount for his own use.

The State of Mississippi,

Colfax (now Clay) Couniij :

BOAKD OF SuPEEVisoKS, Octooer (7) Term, 1675.

Be it remembered that at the above-stated term of the honorable board of super-

visors of said county, an order was then and there made by said board, which-was in

the following words, to wit :

This day came on to be examined and considered the treasurer's report, handed in

by Vincent Petty, treasurer of Colfax County, Mississippi ; and after examination of

the same, the board find, from said report, a balance of $8,853.59 on hand, uf court-

house and jail fund, and demanding of said treasurer the production of said balance,
as shown by said report; and he, the said Vincent Petty, treasurer, having failed to
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produce said balance shown by his report, or in any legal manner account for the
same, it was ordered, upon the motion of J. H. Jackson, that said report be rejected.

I, J. S. Carothers, clerk of the chancery court and ex-oflScio clerk of the board of
supervisors in and for the county and State aforesaid, do hereby certify that the
above and foregoing is a just, true, and perfect copy of an order of the said board of
supervisors, made and entered at their October (7) term thereof, A. D., 1875, aa the
same appears of record in my said office, in minute-book 1, page 305.
Given under my hand and official seal at West Point this ^eth day of June, A. D.

1876.

[SEAL.] J. S. CAROTHERS, Clerk.

There is still anotber copy of the minutes which I will submit, which
shows that he was required to take an oath that he had not speculated
in the county funds ; and he declined to take that oath. Here is the
evidence of that.

Q. Has he been indicted for this ?—A. Yes, sir ; and here is the evi-

dence of that j here are five bills against him :

The State of Mississippi,
Col/ax {noic Clay) County :

Board of Supervisors, October (7) Term, 1875.

Be it remembered, that at the above-stated term of the honorable board of super-
visors of said county, an order was then and there made by said board, which was m
the following words, to wit

:

At the commencement of the examination of the treasurers report, the president of
the board required the deputy treasurer or clerk of Vincent Petty, county treasurer,
H. H. Harrington, to take the following oath, which he declined to do :

" The State of Mississipin, Colfax County, hoard of stqyervisors, October 7, 1875:

"Before me, Henry Hardy, president board supervisors of Colfax County, Missis-
sippi, personally came H. H. Harrington, lawful deputy of V. Petty, county treasurer
of Colfax County, Mississippi, who makes oath that he paid the full amount of all

vouchers produced in his report of this date, in money, or received the same in payment
of dues to the county ; and that ho has not, directly or indirectly, speculated therein,

or in any warrants included in said report.
" Sworn to and subscribed this October 7, 1875."'

Whereupon the president of the board of supervisors ordered the following indorse-
ment, made upon the oath and marked " Filed," as follows, which is accordingly done

:

Indorsed : " This oath was required to be sworn to by the deputy treasurer, H. H.
Harrington, by the president of board of supervisors of Colfax County, Mississippi,

and he declines to take the oath re(inired of him.
bis

" H. H. + HARDY,
mark.

" President Board."
Filed October 7, 1875, with report of treasurer.

I, J. S. Carothers, clerk of the chancery court and ex-officio clerk of the board of
supervisors in and for the county and State aforesaid, do hereby certify that the
above and foregoing is a just, true, and perfect copy of an order of the said board of
supervisors, made and entered at their October term thereof, A. D. 1875, as the same
appears of record in my said office, in minute-book 1, page 305.

Given under mv baud aud official seal at West Point this 26th davof June, A. D.
1876.

J. S. CAROTHERS, Clerk.

[seals.]
Circuit Court.—March Term, 1S76.

The State of Mississippi,

Colfax (now Clay) County :

Indictments found against H. H. Harrington, late chancery clerk of said county, are
numbered as follows

:

No. 304. The State vs. H. H. Harrington ; offense, embezzlement.
No. 305. The State vs. H. H. Harrington ; offense, grand larceny.
No. 300. The State vs. H. H. Harrington ; offense, alteration records.
No. 307. The State vs. H. H. Harrington ; offense, embezzlement and grand larceny.
No. 308. The State vs. H. H. Harrington and V. Petty, county treasurer ; offense, em-

bezzlement.

I, John A. Stevens, clerk of the circuit court in and for said county, do hereby certify



TESTIMONY OF R. H. SHOTWELL. 249

that the preceding is a true statement of the nnmber of indictmenta against H. H.
Harrington, now pending, and on tile in my office.

Witness my baud and seal of office, at West Point, this June 26, 1876.

[sEAi.]
"

JNO. A. STEVENS,
Clerk.

He is now under bond. This brother of his (J. T. Harrington) who tes-

tified here, I can show by any quantity of witnesses that he is a man of

notoriously bad character ; that he has been indicted for horse-stealing

and for kidnapping negroes—not indicted for kidnapping negroes, but
he had been charged with it, and a white man and a negro caught him
at it. That was during the war. After the war he brought a suit for

damages against one Anderson Beam, for $20,000 damages, for making
these charges against him, and the suit was finally dismissed by J. T.

Harrington at his own expense. As to that Harrington, I can bring
fifty or a hundred men, if necessary, here.

By the Chairman :

Q. State what you know of your own knowledge.—A. I am stating

as to his character of my own knowledge. I am just speaking of the

character of the man.

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. Of his reputation in the community?—A. Yes, sir; the general

bad character of the man ; that he is regarded as a horse-thief. I have
no doubt I can produce witnesses who would testify, any number of

them, that they would not believe him on oath—80 or 100 men. I can
name the party that caught him trying to kidnap a negro—William
Nixon.

THE MOST PEACEABLE ELECTION SINCE THE WAR.

Q. On the day of the election, were you in town !—A. Yes, sir.

Q. What was the character of that election ?—A. The most peaceable

one that we had since the war.

Q. Nobody was prevented from voting as they wished ?—A. Not a

single man.
Q. Were any voters intimidated '—A. Not at all.

Q. Was there any collision during the canvass between blacks and
whites in your county ?—A. None that I know of.

ABOUT HARRING-TON AND KIDNAPPING NEGROES.

By the Chairman :

Q. Were these negroes kidnapped by Harrington during the war ?

—

A. Yes, sir ; so reported.

Q. While slavery existed, did you understand that he stole those

negroes for the purpose of selling them again !—A. I do not pretend to

say what he stole them for ; I say that is the report. At the beginning

of the war he was a violent secessionist, and made violent secession

speeches at Buena Vista. There was a witness in town who said he

heard it.

Q. Did you hear it?—A. No, sir; but I have heard it before, that he
was a violent secessionist at the beginning of the war.

Q. Where were you at the beginning of the war ?—A. In Mobile,

Ala. ; I formerly lived in this part of the country years before the war.

I lived here part of the time of the war and then went to Mobile.

Q. Are you a native of this State?—A. I am an Alabamian.

Q. Was there anything more in the kidnapping than giving aid and
succor to negroes who might be running away from their masters ?—A.

Notbing more that I know of That was the character the man had.
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Q. That be gave aid and succor to negroes "who were escaping !—A.
I heard gentlemen saying that there was a meeting held by the citizens

in his neighborhood to take action on the question as to whether or not
they would permit him to live in that vicinity.

Q. Was he not then known as an abolitionist, or a man who sympa-
thized with anti-slavery men ?—A. Well, I do not know that he was
known as an abolitionist ; all that I meant in regard to his character is,

that I understand that he was considered a thief.

Q. And that character is derived from the circumstance of his kid-

napping negroes, as yon please to term it, which you have described as

giving succor and aid to the negroes ?—A. I do not think it would be
possible that he could have so much interest in them.

Q. Don't you know that he never had the reputation of proposing to

steal them to sell to other i)ersons '—A. I never heard that he had.

Q. You understand he never did have that reputation*^—A. Xo, sir
;

I am only speaking of his reputation.

Q. He was an opponent of slaveiy ?—A. 2s^o, sir; he had no such
reputation. He was a violent secessionist daring the war.

Q. He was stealing negroes ; what did he do with them ?—A. I do not
know ; that was the character he had.

Q. He never had the reputation of stealing th^m for gain ?—A. l^o,

sir. We never stop to inquire what he intends to do with them when he
is caught in such a crime. I did not live in the ci:immunity at the time.

1 wns only giving the man's reputation in the comnnmity, as I under-
stand it.

By Mr. Bayakd :

Q. The question is, whether this man sought to free these blacks for

the sake of making them free or whether be took them for the sake ot

gain to himself f—A. 1 have never heard that motive attributed to him.

KIDNAPPING NEGKOES APTER E3IANCIPATI0N PROCLAMATION.
By Mr. Cameron :

Q. At what time did Dr. Harrington, as you say, steal those negroes?
—A. It was 18G-4, 1 think.

Q. After the proclamation of emancipation by the President?—A.
Yes, sir; I think in iSiji.

Q. I will ask you whether you are aware of the fact that the negroes
were not slaves then ?—A. 1 was aware that Mr. Lincoln had issued an
emancipation proclamation.

Q. You knew of the issuing of that proclamation ?—A. Yes, sir; but
we did not recognize it, you understand.

Q. You snbseciuently did recognize it "?—A. We did, of course.

Q. Then all he was guilty of was the stealing of those negroes after

the emancipation proclamation ; is that all, sir ?—A. That is what he
was guilty of in 1804.

Q. And upon that you charge him with being a thief: do you not ?

—

A. No, sir ; 1 have not charged him. I say that is the rejiutatiou the
man had in the country, and this is what was reported about him. I

stated that I was in Mobile.

Q. But the only case of larceny you have heard of his committing
was the stealing of negroes ?—A. Xo, sir; he was charged with steal-

ing horses.

Q. When ?—A. In 1804, or about that time.

Q. Was he indicted ?—A. 1 think he was ; 1 do not know whether he
was or not. That was my information.
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Q. Where ?—A. Houston, Miss., in Shaunou County. That was my
information, that he was indicted.

Q. Do you know whether he was ever tried and convicted ?—A. lie

was not tried, because, just after the war, I think, the court-papers of

Houston had all been burned. The courthouse was burned up there,

Irom some accident or circumstance, about the final winding up of the
war ; the destruction of these papers—the indictment was set aside.

After the war, in 18G8, it is generally understood and recognized that
this man had stolen horses and negroes during the war—horses after

the war. I think it was all in 18G4.

Q, He was not a candidate for any office, was he !—A. He was in

office.

Q. I asked if he was a candidate?—A. He was in ofBce. He acted
by appointment by the governor. He was superintendent of education,
and it was understood in the community that when he was elected that
he was to run the circuit clerk's office, which was being run for by a
negro; and it was understood that he would run the office, just as his

brother was running the chancery clerk's office and the treasurer's office.

Q. Was he a candidate for election on the republican ticket last fall!

—

A. No, sir; he was an officer at that time.

Q. Was he a candidate for election on the republican ticket last fall?

—

A. No, sir; O no. He was an officer at the time.

THE BROTHERS HARRINGTON.

Q. I ask you if your object in stating that he had stolen negroes afte-r

they were emancipated, and that he was accused of stealing horses, was
to satisfy the committee and the country that he is not worthy of credit;

was that your object ?—A. Yes, sir ; my object in stating that, as I

stated—I understand that Harrington has been before this committee,^

and I have been shown some memoranda of the nature of his testimony,,

and I want this committee to understand the character that the man
had in the country. That is my object for making this statement about
him. I want you to understand the character of the man that was a
leader in the political campaign in 1875. He and H. H. Harrington are

the leaders of the party ; they were the leading spirits; and they were
running and manipulating the affairs of our county almost exclusively.

This H. H. Harrington had stolen this $8,853 from the county funds

;

he and his brother were the leading spirits among the republicans ;
they

had the biggest influence with the negroes ; and when these facts were
made known in regard to Harrington, the negroes were going, even then,

to advocate his claims in the election.

Q. Were you a member of the democratic committee in that county ?

—

A. Yes, sir ; I was a member of the central executive committee.
*

NO THREATS OR INTmiDATION.

Q. Do you know as a fact that the road leading out of West Point
was not at any time picketed ?—A. Not to my knowledge. I think it

very—no, sir ; 1 do not believe they were.

Q. I do not ask your belief. Do you know of your own knowledge
that no republican was prevented from voting in the county by threats

or intimidation ?—A. No, sir ; 1 could not say that for the whole county,
sir.

Q. 1 understand you to say so. I supposed, of course, that you could
not say it.—A. O, no, sir ; 1 could not say that. There was none within
my knowledge, is what 1 aim to state. There was no intimidation or
threat to prevent any one from voting, within my own knowledge.

Q. Bow many j)ollingplaces in that county?—A. Five.
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Q. Only five ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. How many votes were polled on election-day !—A. I was not at
the polls in 1874.

Q. How many votes were polled at your precinct f—A. I think in the
neighborhood of seven hundred ; I would not be positive 5 it is the
largest box in the county.

Q. What length of time were you in the neighborhood of your polling-

place on election-day ?—A. I was one of the officers of the election, and
was in most of the time. Once or twice I stepped out of the room. I

was in most of the day. I was proceeding to state something further
in regard to the character of the men who were in office before the elec-

tion.

ABOUT VINCENT PETTY AND OTHER EEPUBLICAN CANDIDATES.

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. Go on and state what you wish.—A. One of the men who was
nominated for the legislature by the party was indicted for the seduc-
tion of a girl about sixteen years old ; the indictment was brought after

his nomination, and he tied the country. He was afterward, since the
election, arrested and brought back, in October, I think, and escaped
from the jail. That was one of the candidates who was nominated. He
was on the ticket for the legislature.

This man, (Vincent Petty,) as I stated, withdrew from the ticket, and
a i)arty afterward, named A. A. Shattuok, was put on, and he withdrew
and declined to run the race out, and a negro by the name of Frank
Spool, I believe, was nominated.
A negro by the name of Moses Dean was beaten, he stated, by four

negroes, the day after the election, for voting the democratic ticket. He
came in and I washed his face, which showed that he had been cousid-

<?rably bruised.

Mr. ]Sixon, who was the nominee of the party for sheriff, on the
streets of AVest Point denounced this man, J. T. Harrington, as an
outlaw and a thief. During the campaign Mr. Pruett, who was after-

ward out on the ticket in the place of the man who had run off,

denounced H. H. Harrington and this fellow Nixon as being a couple
of scoundrels that would drag down any ticket on earth. A party
could not elect any ticket with their names on it. Mr. Caradine, who
was a former member of the legislature, and whotestitied before this com-
mittee the other day, made several democratic speeches during the cam-
paign, and advocated the abandonment of his party-ticket on account of

the corruption and dishonesty that was on the ticket. The two super-

visors at the campaign had three negroes on it and two white men.
Two of these negroes were at that time under indictment for makings
improper allowances as members of the board of supervivsors. One of

the same negroes had before been indicted or tried for bribery, and
when the jury brought in the verdict of '' not guilty,'' the evidence was
so palpable and jdain that Judge Orr, who is one of the most talented

iind distinguished judges of the State, and a member of the republican
party, denounced the jury as unworthy to be jurors, and ordered that

their names be enrolled on the records of the court as men incompetent
and uuworthy to sit on the jury, and instructed the sheriff" never to per-

mit those men to be introduced ou the jury again while he held a posi-

tion as a judge in that court.

Q. Harrington stated here that there were no United States flags ex-

hibited on the dav of the celebration. What have vou to state about
that?
The CnAiR:MAN. He did not state that.
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ABOUT THE FLAGS AT THE ELECTION.

Q. In Older that "we may know the facts, you may state what you
discovered there. I thought that he stated that there was no United
States flag, and he did say that there were flags that were very like

confederate flags; and he left the impression, as I understand, and
meant to leave the impression, that there were no United States flags.

—A. The flags he supposed to be confederate flags were just flags of
red calico and white bleached domestic, which were hung by a French-
man in our town after the style, as he said, of ornamenting the streets

in Paris on public days ; and he made a beautiful display of white calico

and red calico, but the stores and all the public buildings were orna-
mented with United States flags—five hundred of them, I reckon—and
a long procession of horsemen, and very many of them had United
States flags attached to their horses' heads, and the children all over
town had little flags and were at the windows and doors saluting the
procession as it passed by. It would look rather bad to let that go
without a refutation.

Mr. Harrington also stated something in regard to a speech by
Mr. Barry. I heard that speech, and no such language was used
by him as was attributed. All the addresses made to the negroes
were of the most conciliatory character. The negroes were treated
with the greatest degree of kindness by every man, so far as my
knowledge goes. I believe hundreds of these men who came here
would testify that they were not intimidated. The white radicals of the
county were denounced in the severest terms. The negroes were not
intimidated. They may have construed the extraordinary enthusiasm
of the white people in that way ; they might have regarded that as a
species of intimidation, but there was nothing of that kind, no threat
made that I know of. The the night before the election I wrote a letter

up to Palo Alto, where there had been the greatest apprehensions that
trouble might arise, and made a special request that no riot be permit-
ted—that they avoid it by all means in the world. And I sent messen-
gers out and instructed managers of elections, and the parties who were
supposed to be in power, so far as able to do so, in every case to avoid
a riot. I have always acted on that policy, and always wanted to avoid
one myself, so far as I am concerned. I have a very charitable and
good feeling toward the colored peoi)le, and have had a great deal of

business with them, and have been treated very kindly by them in a
great many cases ; and I believe that I am not saying too much when I

say I am generally well liked by them all. I do not want anyone to

think that I have any spirit of revenge iu my mind toward the negroes,
and no unkind feeling toward them. It was not the poor black men,
but the men who were leading them, that we were really fighting in the
campaign.

LEX BEA3IE—CLAY COUNTY.

Abeedeen, Miss., June 27, 1876.

PEESONAL STATE:\IENT.

Lex Brame sworn and examined.

By Mr. Bayaed :

Question. Where do you reside ?—Answer. At West Point, iu Clay
County.

Q. What is your profession ?—A. I am a lawyer by j)rofession.
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Q. What office do you now hold .'—A. lam chancellor of the sixth

district of Mississippi.

Q. When were you appointed !—A. On the 14th of April.

Q. Did you take a part in the canvass of last yearf—A. I did, sir,

and a very active part.

Q. With which party were you acting ^—A. With the democratic
party.

Q. Did you attend many of the meetings during the canvass !—A.
Yes, sir, I did; I made a number of speeches in the canvass; I made
thirty-three speeches.

Q. Did you ever attend a republican meeting with forty or fifty demo-
crats accompanying you ?—A. I have, sir.

Q. Did you ever threaten in a public speech—make the threat—that

you would carry the county or kill every nigger in itj or words to that

effect ?—A. I never did, sir.

NO ROADS PICKETED.
Q. During the canvass did you know at any time, either before or

after or during the election, that the roads leading out of West Point
were picketed by armed men ?—A. I did not.

Q. Or by men not armed f—A. I did not, sir.

Q. Did you ever hear of such a thing there ?—A. I have heard that

charge, but I don't know of anything of the kind, though.

Q. Have you any reason to believe that such a fact is true ?—A. No,
sir: I have no reason to believe it, because 1 have no evidence upon
which to base any such supposition.

NO COLLISIONS—CONCILIATION—NO INTIMIDATION.

Q. During the canvass, do you know of any collisions between the

white and black people, or any disturbance?—A. i^Tone whatever, sirj

no collision.

Q. Did Mr. Barry speak with vou ?—A. Xot often; I spoke with Mr.
White.
Q. llow often did you speak with Mr. Barry?—A. I spoke with him

on two occasions.

Q. What was the character of his address?—A. He was a demo-
cratic speaker. His addresses were about of the same character as

mine—of a conciliatory character with reference to the negroes. They
were bitter, of course, against the candidates and officers of the county.

They were almost entirely against them. We made charges against

them which were alleged in the papers.

Q. During the canvass, do you know of any collision between white
and black people, or any disturbance between them!—A. No, sir; I

know of none.

Q. Have you knowledge of any intimidation practiced toward any
class of citizens to prevent their voting in that county?—A. No, sir, I

have not.

Q. Where were you at the time of the election?—A. I was in West
Point.

Q. Did you witness the election?—A. I did.

Q. What was the character of that election as to peace and good
order?—A. It was very quiet; much more quiet than any election 1

have ever seen.

Q. Was anything done there to prevent the voters from the free exer-

cise of their right of suffrage ?—A. Nothing that I know of.

THE YOUNG MEN ARMED WITH PISTOLS.

By the Chairman :

Q. W^ere there any armed men at West Point during election-day t

—

A. I think, sir, there were young men there with pistols.
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Q. In any organization ?—A. is'one tliat I know of, sir.

Q. When did they come into town!—A. The young men"?
Q. Yes, sir; these young men that were armed?—A. They were young

men who lived there; clerks and other young men about the town.
Q. They were generally armed, were they?—A. Yes, sir; these young

men who were about during the campaign with us, and the band, they
had pistols.

Q. They went about with you at the meetings?—A. Sometimes.
Q. You generally had some of these young men?—A. ^o, sir; not at

the speaking that Mr. White and myself made; we made the speeches
to the negroes almost exclusively, and we were most of the time alone.

Q. Sometimes these young men were with you, perhaps?—A. Yes,
sir; they were sometimes with us.

Q. Was there any organization among these young men that you
know of?—A. None except a general organization that ail of us be-

longed to.

Q. You had a club?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. You belonged to it yourself^ perhaps?—A. Yes, sir; I belonged to

the club.

CAERIED A. DEERir,-GEE HIMSELF.

Q. Did you usually carry arms when you went to these meetings?

—

A. 1^0, sir. 1 would correct my statement in that respect. I frequently

had a pistol that I carried iu my pocket. Sometimes I had that, and
sometimes 1 did not. Perhaps I would state that I had it most of the

time during the canvass; but not particularly for any special occasion.

Q. It was rather a general thing than for any special purpose ?—A.
Yes, sir. I had a Derringer, that I carried iu my pocket most of the

time.

Q. How many of these young men were with you at any one time, as

far as you remember ?—A. At one time there was a barbecue over in

the western part of the county, and the brass band went over, and we
took along a little piece of artillery—a little short gun—and there were
a number who went over to the barbecue, and there were a number of

the people in that vicinity who came over there.

Q. These young men that you speak of from the club were there with

you?—A. Some of them were there.

CANNON-FIRING AT THE BARBECUE.

Q. Was there any firing at this barbecue?—A. There was firing of

this j)iece of artillery I mentioned.
Q. You had no joint discussions, did you?—A. Iso, sir; I had none

except once, upon one occasion.

Q. The town of West Point might have been picketed without your
knowing it, I suppose, as you were away so much of the time ?—A. Yes,

sir ; I was not in town a great deal.

WITNESS DELIVERED IHIETY-THREE SPEECHES.

By Mr. McMillan :

Q. You say you were very active in the campaign ?—A. Yes, sir ; as

active as I well could be.

Q. How many speeches did you make ?—A. I made thirty-three, I

think.

Q. Did you attend all the political meetings of your county ?—A.
Well, no, sir ; not all of them, because some of them were held while,

perhaps, we were speaking in a remote part of the county. Mr. White
and myself were endeavoring to persuade the negroes to vote with us.
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and went around and spoke to them at little school-houses in remote por-

tions of the county. Sometimes there would be meetings that I was not
present at, when we were away speaking at other places ; but generally
I was present.

Q. Then you took an active and leading part throughout the cam-
paign ?—A. Yes, sir ; I can say that I did. I shut up my ofiSce two
months beforehand. The country was in such a desperate condition
that I considered that it was necessary ; and I used all fair and honest
means within my power to defeat the ticket that was opposed to ns.

Q. How long have you been practicing law ?—A. I have been prac-
ticing about six years ; regularly about five or six years. I received my
license before that.

Q. When were you appointed chancellor ?—A. On the 14th of April.

Q. Last April, succeeding the election in which you took such an act-

ive part I—A. Yes, sir.

Q. By whom were you appointed ?—A. By Governor Stone.

Q. The present executive r—A. Yes, sir ; the present governor of the
State.

THEY TVEEE OF A CO^'CILIATOKY NATURE TO THE NEGROES.
I want to state, in reference to the character of my speeches, that they

were of the most conciliatory nature. My argument t€ the negroes was
that they had been fi^ee for ten years, and that they were not advanced
in any interest ; that they came to the speaking in rags ; and I endeav-
ored to show to them—and we did show, as their votes showed after-

ward—that it was for their interest to cooperate with us; but I did not
at any time at the election say anything unkind, as I had no unkind
feeling toward the race.

BITTER TOWARD THE COUNTY OFFICE-HOLDERS, AND WHY.
Q. But you were very bitter toward the whites who were republi-

cans ?—A. 2so, sir : not especially toward republicans, but to these men
who were attempting to control our county, a number of whom had
been indicted, and indictments were pending against them then. The
sheriff of the county had been indicted, and the supreme court had af-

firmed his conviction ; and the governor of the State within two hours
after the affirmation of the sui)reme court pardoned him and re-appoint*d
him to office, and he is still in office. The board of supervisors were all

under indictment, some for bribery, and all, I think, for unlawful allow-

ance of claims. 1 was as bitt^^r as I could be with respect to those men,
and made the whole attack on them ; but I endeavored to prevent any-
thing like trouble between the whites and blacks, because I knew that
it would invalidate the election if we succeeded by unfair means.

Q. What became of these indictments against the board of super-
visors?—A. I think some of them have been dismissed.

Q. Were they not all dis^missed ?—A. I think they have been.

Q. Were they rot all dismissed upon the admission or theory that
there was no moral wrong, no unlawful intent on the part of the super-

visors ?—A. Xo, sir ; 1 can say in reference to that, that I was active

in securing, two years ago, the indictment of some of the members of the
board, and the circumstance that called my attention to it particularly

was this: I was agent for a plantation, and saw on the minutes of the
board an order for an allowance in favor of the owner of tbat place for

timber; and it was against the orders of the owner that any timber
should be cut. 1 investigated this, and found that there was $140 al-

lowed there without any application. The timber had not been used,

and I found upon investigation that great frauds had been committed;
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and upon further investigation the grand jury indicted these parties,

and I returned the warrants back to the supervisors and had them can-

celed.

Q. Do you say there was any corrupt intent in that allowance ?—A. I

could only state that as a matter of opinion. They were issued entirely

without authority.

Q. And your client was enjoying the benefit of the issue?—A. He
would have been if he had received them.

Q. Did the supervisors derive any benefit from that issue ?—A. I

don't know that they did.

Q. Was it not a mere error ?—A. I don't know ; I have no means of

knowledge. I found the warrants on the warrant-book ready to be is-

sued, and for fear that they would be issued as other warrants—I had
heard that fraudulent warrants had been issued— I took the warrants
out of the book and receipted for them as agent, and after the investi-

gation was finished I returned them back to the board, on the ground
that they had been wrongfully issued. I took thfem to prevent anybody
else getting them out of the warrant-book.

Q. Had you then, or have you now, any reason to suppose that the

supervisors in the allowance in that particular case were impelled by
any improper motive ?—A. Well, sir, I could not say that I have any
reason to suppose that.

Q. Had they any personal relations that you know of with your
client ?—A. No, sir 5 because he was a non-resident, living in Alabama.

Q. Had you any reason to suppose that the board of supervisors or

any friends of theirs, directly or indirectly, could have derived any ben-

efit from the issue of those warrants ?—A. They could have taken the

warrants out of the books if I had not got them.

Q. Could they have taken them without adding to that other crime

the crime of perjury ?—A. I believe not, unless the chancery clerk had
violated his duties, as he has been charged with having done and is

now under indictment for.

Q. But if they had taken the warrants—if the warrants had not been
delivered to you, the supervisors or whoever was engaged in collecting

the taxes would have collected the whole amount and allowed the

county, and, if acting honestly, for the whole amount of the taxes

assessed ?—A. The warrants were issued without any proof ; they were
allowed for timber that was never used ; the location was in the war-

rants and on the minutes of the board, and after I discovered that they
were wrongfully issued, I returned the warrants and had them canceled.

I can state in reference to a member of the board of supervisors this

transaction : Our county was a new county, formed of a portion of this

county and others, and there was an act passed by the legislature allow-

ing a transcriiit of the records, and I heard a man go before the court

on the trial of an indictment of one of the members of the board of

supervisors, and swear that he paid that member of the board of super-

visors $25 to secure him his appointment to the office of transcriber of

the records, and that man was the reputtlican county superintendent of

education; and notwithstanding the fact that he swore to it before the

jury, a jury composed mostly of negroes, and that was the only evidence
in the case, and there was no evidence brought to impeach the credit

of this party, the jury acquitted him ; and the judge, a republican judge,

Judge Orr, discharged the jury, and ordered the sheriif to summon him
a respectable jury, and censured them very severely 5 and this republi-

can county superintendent, the party who had sworn to this, made good
his escape, got on the train, and deserted the office because there were

17 MISS
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steps being taken to have liitn arrested for the crime of bribery, which
he had established by his own evidence in open court. And then there

were these—I don't know how many—indictments against the president

of the board of supervisors, who was also a negro, and that indictment

was, of course, dismissed when this man made his escape.

Q. What sheriff was that that was indicted and convicted !—A. His
name was Shattuck.

Q. What was the indictment for?—A. For suffering prisoners to

escape.

Q. Was he convicted for that?—A. Convicted by a jury.

Q. When was he replaced ?—A. He was charged with several offenses,

and this indictment was sustained, in the early part of 1875, 1 think, and
he took an appeal to the supreme court. The judgment of the circuit

court was that his office should be vacated for willtul neglect of duty,

and he appealed to the supreme court, and the supreme court last fall,

perhaps, afUrmed the decision of Judge Orr, of the circuit court, and
within a very short space of time—I have heard it stated within two
hours, but that is a mere matter of opinion—a telegram came that Shat-

tuck had been pardoned by the governor and reappointed to the office

that he had just been turned out of. He was one of the men against
whom these charges were made that I mentioned before, but that was
not alleged to be so criminal as the other matters.

By the Chairman :

Q. That was willful neglect of duty ?—A. Yes, sir ; that was the charge
against him.

By Mr. Cameron :

Q. You do not mean to say that he was pardoned by GovernorAmes?

—

A. It may have been by the lieutenant-governor, but Governor Ames
was, I know, the governor. Lieutenant-Governor Davis may have
granted the pardon.

POSTSCRIPT TO THIS TESTIMONY.

[Subsequently, on the same day, Judge Brame re-appeared and made
the following statement :] I would state that it is my recollection that the
charge against Mr. Shattuck did not involve any willful criminal act on
his part. Since I was before the committee I have talked to a gentle-

man who knows more of the facts than I do, and he has refreshed my
recollection ; and it is now my recollection that Mr. Shattuck was in-

dicted for the act of a subordinate ; that he was not directly connected
with the keeping of the i)risoners. He was sheriff of the county, and, by
virtue of his office, jailor.

By the Chairman :

Q. The jailor had charge of the prisoners ?—A. Yes, sir ; the deputy
was his jailor, and he had immediate control and charge of the prison-

ers.

Q. There was an escape from the jailor ?—A. There was an escape
from the jail-house. Mr. Sbattuck occupied a room in the front part of
the jail, which is a new building. The jail proper is in the rear of the
house containing the room that he occupied.
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JOHN P. MATTHEWS—COPIAH COUNTY.

Jackson, Miss., June 13, 1876.

PEESONAl, KECORD.
John P. Matthews sworn and examined.

By the Chairman :

Question. In what town do you live ?—Answer. Hazlehurst, Copiah
County.

Q. How long hare you resided there, and what is your occupation?

—

A. I was born and raised in the county, and resided at Hazlehurst some
three years. My family live there.

Q. What is your occupation or pursuit?—A. I was sheriff there.

Q. For how long a time?—A. I have been sheriff there five years.

Q. Do you now hold that office?—A. No, sir.

Q. When did your term of office expire ?—A. The 1st of January
last.

Q. Were you in any way in the military service in the late war!

—

A. No, sir.

Q. What is your age?—A. Thirty-one years old.

CHANGING PRECINCTS AND THE PURPOSE OF IT.

Q. Have you any knowledge of what took place in Copiah County in

the canvass for the election of 18751 and if you have, you can state in

your own way to the committee what that knowledge is.—A. The first

1 know of any excitement in our county was about the appointment of

registrars. I appoint one, under the laws of this State, and the gentle-

man I appointed, he came to me afterward and told me he declined to

serve; he did not think they meant to do what was right. They changed
the precincts and formed a good many new ones.

Q. Who was he ?—A. Elijah Wright. I asked him what they would
do that was wrong. He told me he thought from the changing and
forming these precincts that they had been doing, that the purpose was
they wanted to have an unfair thing of it, and he would not serve.

Q. Was he a republican or a democrat ?—A. He has always been a
democrat. He sometimes, occasionally, votes for some republicans, and
sometimes democrats. He is a democrat, and claims to be a democrat.

Q. Did he state to you, or are you of your own knowledge able to

state to the committee", what this change was in the precincts of which
you have spoken ?—A. Yes, sir. There were in different localities more
republicans than democrats, and he stated they were putting some elec-

tion-boxes within a mile or two of each other, and he thought the prob-
able object was in having so many precincts, the intention was, to get
the names from the boxes sent to them and send them to the other boxes
to vote. By having them divided up, they could get them to vote the
democratic ticket. That is what he told me. The man Judge Peyton
first appointed, he removed him and placed Mr. Home in his stead; but
he had taken possession of the box, (Mr. Home had,) with this other one,

and Judge Millsaps removed that mau.
Q. One registrar was appointed by the sheriff?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. One by the chancellor of the district ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And one by the circuit judge of the district. Chancellor Peyton
removed his, and then Judge Millsaps removed his, and Mr. Wright
declined ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. What was done then ?—A. Judge Peyton appointed Mr. Home,
and he and Peyton's brother, the man Millsaps had first appointed, taken
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tlie box and went to registering*. Millsaps appointed Bondurant in

place of Peyton, and I appointed a man by the name of Berry.

Q. Without going into the particulars as to what they did, was there

anything done of which there was complaint, or which you believe or

know to have been improper !—A. No, sir ; I know of nothing improper,

only they enjoined Bondurant and Berry and myself; served an in-

junction on us to keep us from interfering or having anything to do with
the boxes, and we never did. I never had anything to do with them
before or afterward.

Q. There was a registration made of the voters just by those two men

;

they went on and registered. Was there anything else occurred in that

county that was unusual ?—A. There was a general bad feeling then
gotten up ; they put out a great many reports that they were inciting

the negroes, aud that they had bought arms. That was what I heard.

I never could find out who put this report out. On the 11th of Septem-
ber John R. Lynch was going to speak at Hazlehurst.

Q. Was he a candidate for Congress?—A. Yes, sir; and it was re-

ported all over the county that the negroes were going to Hazlehurst
armed on that day, and they got up a good number of arms, aud sent to

New Orleans, I think, for arms.

THE DEMOCRATS KECEIVE BOXES OF AEMS.

Q. Who sent?—A. The democrats; at least they received, on the

evening of the 10th, several boxes of arms, muskets.

Q. What kind ?—A. Muskets, and bayonets to them ; Army guns. I

don't know what kind of guns; shot-guus or rilies. I have seen them,

and have had some of them in my hands, but I do not know what kind

of guns they were. Aud they came to me saying what they had heard,

and they told me that they had understood that I had sent up for all

the negroes to come in there- armed. 1 told them that there was noth-

ing of it.

Q. Who came to you ?—A. I do not remember how many, but a good
many. Several people. Mr. Cooper, he was chairman of their commit-

tee, and 1 talked with him. I do not know whether at that time or not.

TALK ABOUT A WAR OF RACES.

Q. Chairman of the democratic committee?—A. Yes, sir; Tim. E.

Cooper. 1 talked with him about the matter some. I told him he knew
me better than to think that I would do anything of that kind. I stated

to him when they talked about a war of races, I would be always with

my race, but I could not be and will not be a democrat. That was the

only difference between us. As if I would incite the negroes there,

when my family would suffer as well as other people, and that would
not do ; and I told him I apprehended no danger at all unless they

started it; and all I asked was to close their houses there and keep

their rowdy fellows in their places, and there would be no danger from

the negroes. Some one furnished me with a list, to appoint a lot of

deputies to keep the peace. I looked through the list and told them I

could not do that; that I could not appoint men that I believed would
raise a row ; but if leading citizens, men who had any interest, and
whose families were there, would accept of an appointment I would

appoiut them, but I would not appoint these rowdy fellows. If they

wanted peace I would appoint such men as I thought would try to keep

the peace. A great many negroes told me that they were turned back

on the roads. There were armed men there all over the county, I was
told, I did not see them; and they turned a great many negroes

back and would not let thom come to the speaking. There was a list of
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appointments that was up there for Lynch to make speeches at

—

speeches in the connty—but I told him I did not think it would be

safe for him to try it.

Q. Was there a meeting held there on the 11th or 12tli of Septem-

ber ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Were you present?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. What occurred?—A. Nothing at all. Everything was quiet. I

never saw a more quiet meeting in all my life.

Q. Did Mr. Lynch speak 1—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did anybody else speak?—A. Yes, sir; I made a little speech

Kiyself ; that was all.

Q. Was there a general attendance ?—A. Yes, sir ; a great many. I

suppose there was some—1 guess there was <S00 persons there.

Q. iSTow, what made you advise Mr. Lynch to abandon his appoint-

ments in that county ?—A. AVell, from the reports, and the excitement

that seemed to be among the people in sending out to buy arms, and
talking about their rights, and seeing, too, that there was talk about

having a riot.

Q. Are you acquainted with the negroes in the county who were

looked upon as the leaders among the negroes ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you think you have the means of knowing whether they were

armed with aggressive intent ?—A. No, sir ; there was no intent. I do

not think there is a negro hardly in the county—there might, probably,

be a few bad negroes occasionally—but I don't think there are any of

the leading negroes in the county. The chairman of that democratic

committee, Mr. Seals, none of them but I think would have done any-

thing in the world for him. I don't think he would have been hurt, or

any man I know would harm any of them. Of course there were some

bad men.
Q. To what extent were arms brought into the county ?—A. I could

Dot say, exactly. I saw five boxes of guns myself.

Q. At Hazlehurst ?—A. Yes, sir; they were brought there upon the

cars.

Q. How large is Hazlehurst ?—A. I suppose 1,600 inhabitants.

Q. Were these guns destined for clubs throughout the county ?—A. I

saw one wagon-load going out of the town.

Q. Were any representations made to you personally which led you

to give Mr. Lynch that advice ?—A. No, sir ; I do not think there was,

only just from hearing men talk; none given to me.

Q. Did you have reports from various precincts in diiierent parts of

the county as to the state of public opinion ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did the character of those reports have anything to do with the

advice you gave ?—A. Yes, sir ; the registration was going on at the

time, and one of my deputies was down at Burdenton, and there seemed

to be a good deal of bad feeling. Men seemed to be talking about a

riot, and that was going to be at Hazlehurst on the 11th ; and I met

Mr. Home, who came to me and asked me if I was still alive. I told

him yes. He told me he did not expect to see me any more.

THREATS AT THE ELECTION.

Q. Was there any other fact which you recall concerning the canvass

or the election "?—A. On the day of the election I was at Beauregard,

and on the day of election, that morning, a gentleman by the name of

Carter—I had no acquaintance with him, but knew him—came to me
before the polls were opened and spoke to me, and says he, " Look
here, you must leave here and take your damned tickets with you, or I

will set you up," or " you will be set up ; '' and I remarked to him I had
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come there for a lawful purpose, and I did not think I could leave unless
they would haul me away. " You can overpower me and carry me
away, but I am not going ;

" and I then spoke—I forget what gentle-

man it was I spoke to, but I think it was King—about that. I told him
I had been ordered away. Nothing more occurred until after they had
been voting some hour I suppose, and about twelve or fifteen negroes
came walking up, two and two. They came up to the gallery in front of
the house where they were voting in. Britlewell, I think it was, told
them to halt. I was standing upon the steps, and they halted, and he
commenced cursing, and directed his conversation to me. I was stand-
ing on the steps. Says he, " God damn you, you have marched up to
the polls with bayonets once, but you cannot do that now.' Says I—

I

told him I was not marching them up to the polls—" They have a right
to come up and vote like other men. Your crowd is all by itself, and
they can stay by themselves if they have a mind to," I replied. He
kept on cursing, and I told him, " You have got me in your power, but
you would no more say those Avords to me than you would see your
black box before you would talk that way, if I had any showing with
you." Mr. Cook came up then and stood by me. Some one drew a
pistol. Some one saw the pistol pointed at me. I don't know. The
crowd of some seventy-five or eighty seemed to be very much excited,
and Mr. Cook and another gentleman came talking and stood side of
me on the steps, and carried on a talk there some little while, while he
was cursing. Mr. Cook's name is W. \V. Cook.

Q. Was your conversation hostile or pleasant with him ?—A. Very
pleasant. 1 have always been on intimate terms. We have never had
hard feelings between our families.

Q. Who was Mr. Carter, his standing, and position ?—A. I do not
know what he follows. He lived there about Beauregard. I do not
know what ho follows.

Q. Is he an influential and resi)onsible man, a leading man in the
party ?—A. Yes, sir ; he is. 1 do not know that he would be called and
considered a leading man, but he is a man of good standing. He is a
clerk there in some drug-store, I think. I think that is what he fol-

lows.

Q. Mr. Bridewell—what is his position ?—A. He is a prominent man
there and a leader of the party, or has been.

Q. In the democratic party?—A. Yes, sir; he was a candidate in

1873 for the legislature, and elected.

Q. Were these men armed ?— A. IS^ot that I know of. I only saw one
pistol. I suppose they all had their pistols. Generally they all carry
them in this country.

INTmiDATION AS TO VOTING.

Q. What else occurred, if anything you recollect?—A. I saw the
object there was to disperse the negroes, so that they could get them to

vote as they wanted. I saw Mr. I'airman carry in oue; that is, walk
inside with him. The negTo had his certificate of registration, and Mr.
Hamilton was one of the inspectors, and Mr. Fairman handed the ticket

to him. It was a negro that had lived with me, and I knew exactly how
he wanted to vote. I just asked if that was the programme. Says I,

" If it is, I will vote a whole lot of meu who cannot get inside the doors.

If that was the way they would vote, there would be a good many that
could not get in the house, and I would vote for them," And Mr. Ham-
ilton told Mr. Fairman that that was not right, and I never saw any
more of that. The necro living with Mv. Fairman, he told him that if he
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voted the republican ticket be would make biin leave bis bouse 5 would
not let bim stay in bis bouse.

Q. As a matter of fact, did everybody vote tbat desired to vote at tbat
voting-place, so far as vou know 1—A, Yes, sir ; so far as I know, tbey
did.

Q. Was tbe vote free as to tbe expression of opinion, or otberwise ?

—

A. No, sir; 1 could not say tbat every man voted as be liked, as be de-

sired. There were some tbat stated tbey were afraid to vote as tbey
chose, and voted tbe otber way to please otber parties.

Q. How was tbe attendance ; as full as it would bave been if tbere

bad been no excitement otber tban is usual in a political canvass ?—A.
T could not say. I judge it was, from tbe fact of creating so many pre-

cincts.

MORE DEMOCRATIC VOTES CAST THAN THERE ARE DEMOCRATS IN

THE COUNTY.

Q. Do you know wbat tbe negro vote was in tbe county ?—A. A pretty
full vote, tbe republican vote was, and tbe democratic vote was extra,

ordinarily full, I tbink—about two or tbree hundred more than really

ought to vote ; more tban lived in tbe county.
Q. How do you explain tbat ?—A. I do not think tbat many people

live there. There is not tbat many tax-payers on tbe list. Never has
such a vote been polled before. I saw some men that I knew were not
entitled to vote there. I asked Mr. Home, the registrar, the democratic
registrar, J. A. Home, bis opinion about it. He was registrar, and be
said be thought himself that there were a good many voted that were
not entitled, of both parties, be said.

REPORTS ABOtJT OTHER PRECINCTS.

By tbe Chairman :

Q. Was there anything further tbere at Hazlehurst, or Beauregard,
or any town in tbe county, tbat you have knowledge of?—A. They were
just about the same way, I beard. I could not speak from own knowl-
edge about otber places. I was not at tbe election, only at tbat one
precinct. I could not say. I did not see it myself, but only beard what
others told me.

Q. Wbat statements were made by otber persons to you ?—A. Mr.
Bondurant was treated pretty much the same way at Pine Bluff.

Q. Was it in tbe same way as you were at Beauregard ?—A, Yes, sir

:

be told me that be was treated pretty much the same way at Pine Bluff

—perhaps worse.
ABOUT REGISTRARS.

By Mr. Cameron :

Q. What, under the laws of Mississippi, had you, as sheriff, to do with
the registration *?—A. I think that I bad nothing to do with the last one,

except to appoint tbe registrar. I tbink—I do not know, whether it is

tbe last law or the law of 1875, but before tbat time I bad to send a

deputy along to keep order and peace at tbe registration ; but I do not
remember ; tbey did not say anything to me at this last registration

about it, one way or the otber. Two men just went ahead and regis-

tered.

Q. By whom were those two men appointed registrars'?—A. Oue of

them was appointed by Judge Chancellor Peyton—Mr. Home. M. H.
Peyton was appointed by Judge Millsaps, and was removed by him

;

but be would not be removed.
Q. He would not stay removed ?—A. No, sir.
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Q. "What were the politics of these two registrars—the two that

acted •?—A. They both voted the democratic ticket. Peyton had always

claimed to be a republican until this last canvass, but he went off and

was taken by the democrats and re-appointed chancellor. He was chan-

cellor, and after this action with that party they re appointed him.

Q. Who were the other two included in the action brought against

you, in which you were enjoined !—A. Berry and Bon Durant.

Q. Who were they?—A. Bon Durant was appointed in place of

Peyton, and Berry was the man I appointed in place of Wright, who
refused to act.

Q. What were the politics of these two gentlemen ?—A. They were
republicans.

Q. In whose name was the action brought in which the injunction

was obtained ?—A. W. W. Cook and T. D. Aiken, candidates for sheriff

and for coroner.

Q. What were their politics ?—A. Democrats.

Q. Who was the attorney in the suit upon the part of the plaintiffs?

—

A. Tim. E. Cooper, I believe, was the name marked to it.

Q, Was he a democrat or republican ?—A. A democrat, and chair-

man of the executive committee of the county. I think he was the

attorney.

KELATIVE VOTES AND RESULTS IN 1873 AND 1875.

Q. When were you elected sheriff?—A. In 1873.

Q. What was your majority at that time ?—A. One hundred and fifty-

five votes.

Q. What was the majority of your opponent at the last election ?

—

A. Something over five hundred.

Q. How many members of the lower house of the legislature were

elected in your county at the last election ?—A. Two.
Q. Who'were they ?—A. Dr. Koau and Mr. Miller.

Q. What were their politics ?—A. Democrats.

Q. Did you elect a senator from that county at last election?—A.

Xo, sir.

Q. What county is attached to yours in the senatorial district ?—A.

Claiborne and Copiah.

ELIJAH weight's POLITICS.

By Mr. Bayard:
Q. Elijah Wright was appointed by you one of the registrars ?—A.

Yes, sir.

Q. You seemed to be in some doubt as to his party politics ?—A.

Yes, sir; he always claimed to be a democrat, but after that he voted

for some republicans.

Q. He resigned, as I understand you, because he told you he thought

the democrats, by dividing the precincts, would get more Totes than
they were entitled to ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did he accept the nomination of the republican party for justice

of the peace ?—A. Yes, sir ; he did.

Q. And right away after his resignation ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. For justice of the peace?—A. Yes, sir; that was the only district

that did not have a democratic majority, and we had to run a democrat
in there to carry it.

Q. But lie took the republican nomination ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Who ran against him on the democratic side ?—A. Two candi-

dates, Mr. Croome and Mr. Eamsey.
Q. Who were elected ?—A. Croome and Ramsey.
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Q. He ran against the democratic party on the republican ticket !

—

A. Yes, sir.

Q. When you did appoint him registrar, was not that appointment ob-

jected to by leading men in the democratic party ?—A. ISTo, sir ; I never
heard ; never said a word about it.

Q. The cause of his resigning was that he thought they would get
more votes than they were entitled to ?—A. He said they did not aim to

do what was right, he thought.

Q. And then he resigned !—A. Yes, sir. He let us vote for him, but
he took no part in the canvass at all.

Q. He took the nomination !—A. Y^es, sir.

INJUNCTION AGAINST BOAED OF SUPERVISOES.

Q. Who obtained the injunction against particular members of the
board ?—A. Mr. Cook and Mr. Aiken.

Q. W-'hat was the substauce of the injunction !—A. I do not remember.
Q. Y^ou were enjoined from doing what?—A. I think Mr. Cooper told

me that they thought I was trying to get possession of the books by
some means.

Q. The books of registration ?—A. Y^es, sir. It was only a supposi-

tion on his part. All I done in the world was to get Boudurant in his

position, so that he would have a man on the board.

Q. Yes ; but was it not alleged that you and Boudurant were obstruct-

ing the registration in the county ? Was not that alleged !—A. Yes,
sir ; they said that j they alleged that.

Q. Do you remember whether the injunction was read to you?—A.
Y^es, sir.

Q. A copy was served ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. What did it enjoin you to do, or not to do ?—A. I do not know.
Not to interfere with the registration, I expect ; to abstain from the

books of the registration, and have nothing to do with them.
Q. Then the object of the bill was to prevent you from interfering with

the registration in that county. That was the object of the bill ?—A. I

suppose so.

Q. Y'ou were enjoined from interfering with it?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. The application was to a regular chancellor?—A. No, sir; I do
not know who. Peyton would not grant the injunction.

Q. Did they apply to him for it ?—A. I understand so.

Q. Who did grant the injunction?—A. I do not know.
Q. How do you know it was granted regularly ?—A. I never paid

much attention to it, because I had nothing to do with the injunction

no how.
Q. You do not remember?—A. No, sir; because I did not think any-

thing about it any way.
Q. Who served it ?—A. Mr. Croome.
Q. Who is he?—A. Mayor of the town of Hazlehurst.

Q. You cannot say in what court, or before what judge, the proceed-

ing was taken against you ?—A. I cannot say ; I think probably it was
Judge Deesou. I cannot say.

Q. Who is he ?—A. Chancellor of another district. I do not know
;

I think I have heard that he did ; I could not say from my own knowl-
edge.

Q. But was the injunction obtained in the court to restrain you from
interfering with registration ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. By whom was Judge Deeson appointed ?—A. By Governor Ames.
Q. Mr. Cook is the present sheriff?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Were you personal friends, on good terms?—A. Yes, sir.
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Q. He is a clever, worthy gentlemaD.—A. Yes, sir; a clever man.
Q, An upright, good man ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Where does this Mr. Home live ?—A. x\t Hazlehurst.

Q. He is democratic registrar, you say ?—A. Yes, sir; one of them.

ABOUT ILLEGAL VOTES.

Q. He stated that he thought that there had been votes on both sides
more than they had a right to poll ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Can you state any votes that were not registered that were taken
at that election ?—A. jSTo, sir ; I could not say that. There is no way
of telling from our registry-books whether they were; I cannot tell

anything about it.

Q. Have you any knowledge of any votes taken there that were not
registered ?—A. I^^o, sir ; 1 do not suppose there was a single vote taken
that was not registered, because I think they registered everybody that
applied. Yes, 1 believe some negroes—they treated negroes that way.
Once a few negroes they did not register that applied.

ABOUT THE INJUNCTION AGAIN.

By :Mr. Mc]^.IiLLAN

:

Q. When was this injunction granted in reference to the election ?

—

A. I think probably it was in September.
Q. Did it embrace anybody but you?—A. Yes, sir; the registrar I

appointed, and the one Millsaps appointed.

By Mr. McDonald :

Q. The injunction against them was on account of their being ap-

pointed where it was claimed there was no vacancy?—A. Xo, sir; they
admitted the vacancy, and came to me with a i)etition of some 1,000; 1

forget how n^any. They recognized the vacancy and petitioned.

(^>. On what account was he enjoined from acting ?—A. I do not know.
Q. It was not claimed that he was ineligible ?—A. No, sir.

Q. If you do not know on what ground, how can you say that it was
not on account of ineligibility ?—A. I never heard it. 1 never heard
anything said about that.

NOTICE SERVED ON FOSTER, THE REPUBLICAN CANDIDATE.

Q. It must have been because he was ineligible, that you had no power
to appoint him, or there was no vacancy ?—A. No, sir ; he was not in-

eligible ; he was a registered voter of the county. There were two in-

junctions. I think they had one to enjoin Bondurant in the courts,

probably afterward. There were two injunctions. I paid very little

attention to that. They enjoined Bondurant from trying to get his

l)lace on the board. Mr. Foster, they gave him a notice not to go to the
election to vote. He showed me the notice. I do not remember how it

reads. That was posted on his gate ; but they sent out from the precinct

and brought him to the election. He told me he was afeared, and told

these men that he was no candidate and voted the democratic ticket.

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. What was his name?—A. B. C. Foster. lie was a nominee for

justice of the peace. His notice, he showed that to me, which they gave
him.

Q. It was signed by whom?—A. I do not recollect now. It has not

any^ one's name to it.

Q. An anonymous notice to him ?— A. Yes, sir; something signed to

the bottom 1 do not remember. He was afraid to go to the election at

all, and then tlicv sent for him.
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Q. Who sent for him ?—A. I do not recollect who they sent.

Q,. You do not remember who the people were?—A. He told me. 1

do not know. 1 think that Mr. McCaleb was one.

Q. Was he a worthy man, a good man 1—A. Yes, sir.

Q. A good citizen?—A. Yes, sir.

By Mr. Ca^vieron :

Q. Who is Mr. Foster ?—A. A gentleman born and raised right there

in the county ; a white man.
Q. W^hat was he a candidate for?—A. Justice of the peace. He was

formerly a justice.

Q. By which party was he nominated ?—A. The republican candidate.

Q. W^hat party did he belong to ?—A. The republican party.

Q. Was he a man of good character ?—A. Yes, sir ; his character was
very good. I never heard anything against him.

Q. Of good reputation in that community?—A. Very good, I think.

Q. What did you say he stated to you he did after he was taken to

the polls?—A. He told me he declined to be a candidate; that he was
afraid of his life.

Q. Did he state so publicly?—A. I do not know whether publicly or

not. He was a candidate up to that morning, and his name was on the

ticket, and a great many voted for him. He told me not to vote for

him, that he was not a candidate. He told me some time after the elec-

tion.

By Mr. Bayaed :

Q. Did this Mr. Foster live in the county near you?—A. No, sir; he

lived some twenty miles from where I live.

Q. He is a well-known citizen?

The Witness. Has he not been summoned here ? It is nearer to

where he lives than to where I am.
Q. What is his name?-A. Brant C. Foster; eight miles south of

Burnett's Mills.

A. J. HODGES—COPIAH COUNTY.

Jackson, Miss., Jime 16, 1876.

A. J. Hodges sworn and examined.

PERSONAL STATE:MENT.

By Mr. Bayard :

Question. You are a resident of Copiah County, and county treasurer,

I believe ?—Answer. Yes, sir.

Q. That is the county of which Mr. Mathews is sheriff?—A. Yes,

sir. He was sheriff. Another is there now.

Q. How long have you lived there ?—A. I was born and raised there.

Q. Did you hold any office?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. What office ?—A. Treasurer of the county.

Q. When were you elected ?—A. Last fall.

Q. Were you there during the canvass ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Were you elected upon the democratic side?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. During the canvass, did you see there any disorder or violence?

—

A. No, sir; none at all.

SAW NO INTIMIDATION OR FRAUD.

Q. Do you know of any intimidation or fraud that was practiced at

that election vipon any oue?—A. No, sir.
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Q. What was the character of the canvass as to peace and order ?

—

A. It was quiet.

THE ELECTION WAS PEACEABLE.

Q. There was a good deal of activity displayed on the part of the
democrats?—A. Yes, sir; both parties had an interest in it, I think ; I

did, at any rate.

Q. Do you known of any one that was interfered with, as to his right
of suffrage, on the day of election ?—A. No, sir.

Q. And the election itself, how was that as to peace and good order I

—

A. 1 never saw a more quiet election in my life at my box.

Q. There was no intimidation attempted on the colored people there
in the county ?—A. No, sir ; nothing of the kind that I know of.

B. C. FOSTER'S CONNECTION WITH THE ELECTION.

Q. Do you know a man by the name of B. C.Foster?—A. Yes, sir; I

know him.

Q. Where did he reside ?—A, He lives out in the northern portion of

the county,

Q. Do you know whether Mr. Foster came to the polls that day and
voted ?—A. I was not at the box. I was at the box in the evening, but
I did not see him. 1 heard he was there and voted.

Q. Was Mr. Foster enrolled at any time as a democrat ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. W'as he a member of the democratic club ?—A. lie was enrolled
in this way at a club meeting : I was president of the club, and acted
as secretary, and his brother asked me " Could he enroll any one's name
if he was authorized to enroll it." I told him, "Of course;" and he
said his brother, 13. C. Foster, requested him to enroll his name.

Q. I will state the reason why 1 asked the question. Mr. Mathews,
sheriff of the county, was here and stated that he had been informed
that Mr. Foster, whose name was on the republican ticket as a candi-
<late for justice of the peace, did not come to the polls, but that the
democrats sent a committee to his house and brought him to the polls,

and that he then requested that his name should be taken off' the repub-
lican ticket, and he voted the democratic ticket. And Mr. Mathews
says he did this under compulsion and fear.—A. That I do not know.
But I and Mr. Foster had always been intimate friends, and he told me
several times a good many of the democratic candidates he would vote
for and some he would not ; but I understand—I never heard him say

—

that he voted the entire ticket ; but several democrats he said he would
\ote for.

Q. You know Mr. Foster ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Have you any idea that Mr. Foster voted that way in compulsion
or intimidation, and withdrew his name under such intiuences?—A. I

do not think that he is a man who would be easily intimidated. I do
not know, sir, but I think Mr. Foster would not be easily intimidated.

Q. What do you say as to the fact whether he was or not ?—A. I do
not think he was.

Q. Do you know anything about a committee being sent for him f

—

A. No, sir.

Q. Do you know anything about his name being taken off the repub-
lican ticket ?—A. No, sir ; I was not at this box, but I was there later

in the evening.

Q. Were you a candidate during the canvass ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you desire this committee to understand that this canvass was
conducted in a perfectly fair, peaceable, and orderly manner?—A. So
far as I know, it was.
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JOHX H. ELLIS—COPIAH COUNTY.
Jackson, Miss., June 17, 1876.

John H. Ellis sworn and examined.

PERSONAL STATE:MENT.
By Mr. Bayard :

Question. What county do you live in?—Answer. Copiah.
Q. What town?—A. I live in Pine Bluff precinct.

Q. Were you there during last year?—A. I was.
Q. W^here were you born f—A. Born and raised in that county.

Q. A native of Mississippi?—A. A native of Mississi])i)i.

Q. Were you there during the canvass of 1875?—A. Yes, sir.

A. And have lived there from that time to this?—A. Yes, sir.

CHARACTER OF THE CANVASS AND ELECTION.

Q. What was the character of the canvass as to peace and good
order?—A. It was very good, so far as I know.

Q. Were you there on the day of election ?—A. I was.

Q. Did you observe any scenes of disorder?—A. No, sir ; nothing out
of the way at all.

Q. Do you know of any case during the canvass of intimidation by
any class of citizens?—A. None whatever, sir, that 1 personally know of.

Q. Do you know of any violence threatened or executed by anybody
there?—A. No, sir; none whatever.

Q. Do you wish the committee to understand that the canvass was a

peaceable and orderly one?—A. It was, as much so as I ever saw since

the surrender—since the black people became voters.

Q. Did the black jjeople vote there, as usual, freely?—A. Yes, sir^

they voted so.

TROUBLE WITH THE SHERIFF.

Q. Had you anj- trouble in reference to registration with Matthews,
the sheriff of your county?—A. Yes, sir; we had some trouble about
that.

Q. What did he propose to do; what was your trouble there?—A. I

think Matthews wanted to arrange it so as to make the registration

illegal, by refusing to put in his man, or the one that he was entitled

to put in.

Q. Did you make application to the court ?—A. Yes, sir ; there was
application made.

Q. What was the result ?—A. The result was that there were two
men appointed. Those two took the registration through the county,,

and Matthews's man remained out.

Q. Was that decision for or against Matthews ?—A. Against Mat-
thews.

Q. Was or not Matthews enjoined from interfering with the registra-

tion ?—A. He was.

Q. Was Matthews a candidate for sheriff?—A. Yes, sir; he was the
republican candidate for sheriff.

ABOUT FOSTER.

Q. Do you know a man in the county named Foster ?—A. I do; very
well. He was successor to myself in the office of justice of the peace
in the district in which I live.

Q. When did you hold that position ?—A. About three years ago ; as

well as I remember, I held it two and a half years. I held it a little

over my time, as my successor failed to qualify. I held it until they
ordered another election, and then Foster was elected.
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Q. Do you know anything of Foster's voting on tlie day of election!

—

A. I do not personally know ; I have only his word for it. He told me
how he voted.

Q. What did he tell you?—A. He told me that he voted the democratic
ticket with the exception of one or two men—one of our representatives

;

he said he didn't vote for hira.

Q. Did he say whether he voted under any duress or fear of vio-

lence ?—A. No, sir ; none, whatever. He was very free to express him-

self, and took a pretty active part around the polls.

Q. Did you ever hear of a democratic committee waiting upon him
at his residence to get him to go to the polls?—A. I knew there was a,

report had got out that he had, or, at least, had expressed himself as

though he had been intimidated, and the club sent a committee to see

Foster in regard to it; but the committee that the club appointed to

see him and escort him to the ballot-box met him as he was going to the

box to vote that morning, and they went on down with him ; and he
denied everything of the kind. I think the report was that he had
stated he had received a note of intimidation ; but when the committee
met him and inquired into the matter, Foster denied the whole thing,

and exonerated the club ; said the club had had nothing to do with it,

but he knew who had ; that there was a certain individual that wrote
that letter, and he stated that he had his handwriting on his books, and
he knew his handwriting by that ; and exonerated the club entirely;

said the club had nothing to do with it, and denied the report in toto.

Q. It has been stated here by Mr. Matthews, sheriff of the county, or

the man who was running for sheritf at that time, when he was asked
whether there was any intimidation, that he knew of one case, the case

of this Mr. B. C. Foster, whom he said was atraid to leave his home,
and that the democrats sent up a committee for him, and that he came
down and voted the democratic ticket, and that he did so because he
was intimidated and afraid.—A. Foster is not a character that is easily

intimidated, and that is all erroneous. I never heard of any armed force

or anything of that kind going to his house to make any threats toward
him in any way.

KG INTIMIDATION EXCEPT BY REPUBLICAN FEEEDMEN.

Q. To the best of your knowledge and belief was there any act of in-

timidation to prevent any man from voting as he saw ht at that election

in your county ?—A. Kone whatever. I was only at one box during the

election. There was none at that box that 1 knew of except this sort of

intimidation : I saw tickets taken from certain parties and torn up and
certain other tickets given to them in the place of them.

Q. What cases were those ?—A. It was the case of some of the lead-

ing freedmen, republican freedmen, taking tickets out of the hands of

the negroes that wanted to vote the democratic ticket and tearing their

tickets up, right before their faces—taking them right out of their hands
and tearing them up and giving them other tickets—republican tickets.

Q. Were there many negroes who wanted to vote the democratic
ticket?—A. A good many; some twenty-live or thirty, I suppose.

Q. Did you wkness that yourself—their tickets being taken from
them ?—A. Yes, sir, in one or two instances; and I heard of others.

Q. Were those the only cases of interference with the free right to

vote in the county ?—A. That was the only case that I know of person-
ally.

By Mr. McMillan :

Q. You say you saw one or two instances yourself?—A. Yes, sir;

as many as one that I know of, for I was a candidate that day myself
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for the board of sui^ervisors, and was around a good deal amoug the

people, electioneering with them.

Q. How far were yon from the persons yon saw doing this ?—A. As
near as from here to the gallery ; say twenty-live or thirty feet.

Q. Who was it that took the ticket away from the colored man ?—A.
It was George Hodges.

Q. From whom did he take the ticket ?—A. From Peter Strong.

Q. What ticket did he take 1—A. Ho took a democratic ticket from
Peter Strong and tore it np and gave him a republican ticket.

Q. How do you know it was a democratic ticket ?—A. I could not say

positively that it v/as, but I was with the young man that fixed the ticket

up and handed it to him.

Q. What was the young man's name?—A. S. G. Jenkins, jr.

Q. How far did he give him the ticket from the polls ?—A. Thirty-five

or forty feet.

Q. VVho was the man he gave the democratic ticket to !—A. Peter

Strong ; and George Hodges taken the ticket.

Q. That was about thirty-five or forty feet from the polls!—A. Yes,

sir 5 I was about ten steps from Hodges when he taken the ticket and
tore it up.

Q. How far was it from Jenkins before he met Hodges ?—A. Xot more
than about ten steps, I suppose.

Q. Then he came there and met Hodges, did he?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did Hodges give him a republican ticket?—A. He took this from

him and tore it up and gave him a republican ticket.

Q. How do you know it was a democratic ticket that was taken away
from him ?

—

A. He just taken the ticket in his hand and walked toward

the polls with it in his hands.

Q. And came to Hodges?—A. Yes, sir; Hodges met him going in

the direction toward the idoIIs to vote.

Q. You were about thirty or forty feet from Hodges ?—A. Not Mr.

Hodges; I was only twenty or thirty feet from Hodges, but about

thirty or forty yards from the polls.

Q. How do you know that it was a democratic ticket that Hodges
tore up ?—A. I saw the other ticket fixed up by young Jenkins and
given to this freedman, and he had started right for the polls with it in

his hand.
Q. Then how do you know it was a republican ticket that Hodges

gave him ?—A. I don't know certain ; only it was colored different, and
the paper was different from our ticket.

Q, Did you see the ticket after it was torn?—A. Yes, sir; after I

saw it done.

Q. Did you go and pick it up ?—A. No, sir ; I didn't pick it up, but I

saw the pieces on the ground.
Q. From where you were standing ?—A. Of course ; I walked up

after the thing happened.
Q. And he took the republican ticket from Hodges after his was torn

up ?—A. He taken that ticket. I cannot say for certain that it was
a republican ticket; but he said, "You must vote the republican

ticket ;" and I suppose if it had not been a republican ticket he would

Dot have given it to him.

Q. Were you a member of the democratic campaign club ?—A. Yes,

sir.

By Mr. Cameron :

Q. Could Peter Strong read ?—A. No, sir ; he could not read.

Q. Did Peter Strong say to the young man who gave him the ticket

that he wanted to vote the democratic ticket?—A. No, sir.
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MAPJOX CAMPBELL—DE SOTO COUNTY.

Aberdeen, Miss., June 26, 1870.

Maeion Campbell sworu autl examined.

PEESONAL RECCED.

By the Chairman :

Question. Where do j^oii reside ?—Answer. De Soto County, Missis-

sippi.

Q. How long have you resided there ?—A. I have lived in De Soto
County since December, 1866.

Q. And your residence before you went to De Soto County?—A.
Peoria, Mahaska County, Iowa. I was iu the Federal Army from 1861

to 1866. Hernando is the county town where I live.

By Mr. CA^iiEEON

:

Q. How long- have vou resided in this State ?—A. Since December,
1866.

Q. Have you a family in this State?—A. Xo, sir; not at present: 1

lost my wife and both children.

Q. Have you had anything to do with politics in this State ?—A. Yes,

sir.

Q. When did you commence doing anything in politics?—A. In the

summer of 1869.

Q. What office, if any, were you elected to that year ?—A. To the leg-

islature in 1869.

Q. The house or the senate ?—A. To the house.

Q. Were you subsequently elected to the senate ?—A. Yes, sir; I was
in 1871.

Q. What have you been engaged in since you came to the State ?

State generally your occupation.—A. My employment was planting

—

raising cotton—then reading law, next was deputy sberifT, and then as-

sessor of internal revenue. Since then I have been to the legislature,

and am a special commissioner of claims at Washington.
Q. Were you at any time ordered to leave the State; and if so, by

whom ?—A. I was never ordered to leave the State.

Q. What was said or done in regard to that matter ?—A. In 1867, in

the constitutional convention election, my partner came to me and told

me that 1 must quit
;
parties said they were not going to have me in the

community on account of my political views.

Q. Did you take any part in the political canvass last fall ?—A. I did.

Q. You may state any facts out of the general order ; any such things

that happened in this county.—A. I was a candidate ; I had been a

member of the legislature, and senator for six years ; I was nominated
on the first ballot, by the republican convention, for chancery clerk,

which nomination I accepted. Most of the time during the canvass I

was absent from the county on business of LTnited States commissioner,

which carried me to Marshall County, and I was also charged by Gov-
ernor Ames with certain duties—appraising ordnance. I had been pre-

viously appointed, by Governor Ames, a brigadier-general of militia of

the second congressional district. In the canvass I was not molested in

any way in the county ; nothing said to me until the Sunday, the week
before the election ; I met a couple of gentlemen that I had been inti-

mate with for years.

PLANS TO SEIZE STATE ARMS AND ASSASSINATE WITNESS.

Q. Were they democrats ?—A. Yes, sir, both democrats. I met them
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on tlie road, about a mile from Hernando, and tliey jnst stopped on the
road and commenced talking, and said to me, " Campbell, are you going
to staud to that ticket?" I said I was a republican and expected to
stand by the nominees. " Campbell, we like yon, but if you stand by
that ticket we are going to have nothiug more to say to you." I says,
"1 cannot help that." " I want you to quit that ticket and come and
go with us." I just remarked that they would have no respect for me
if I was to give up the party that they knew I fully believed in, and
would not do it, but I woukl stand by it, " Campbell, if you carry that
ticket, you shall never take your seat." I told them that was a matter
for after-consideration, and they said, " Good morning," and went on.
The Saturday before the election. General Gordon and Colonel Lamar
spoke at Hernando. Friends of mine, who were not political friends,

but otherwise, advised me not to be there that day. I had other busi-

ness, and I went away from the county-seat to avoid it, and staid

away.
Nothing else occurred. When I returned, that same Sunday, I

was abused on the public square by a crowd of men. 1 was riding
across the square, and they commenced hallooing, and abusing me, an(l

ordered me to leave. I did not leave. I staid there. Previous to

that, however, when I returned from Marshall County, same parties had
been to Jackson, and seen General Ames, and made a request to send
arms up there to organize the militia, of which I knew nothing. 1 got
off the cars at Hernando depot, and went up and stoj^ped in a store

there. The proprietor of the stoie came to me and asked me, "Camp-
bell, where have you been!" I told him ; he says, "Have you been at

Jackson since, at no time? Were you not there to get the arms sent
down here! " I answered, " No, I was not. I have not heard of any

;

have any been sent up here !" Says he, " No, they had not come." Says
he, "We thought you were down there." Says I, "I can show you
papery in my pocket that will show you where I have been the whole
time taking testimony." " We proposed to hold you responsible. We
thought that you were there at Jackson, and that you were causing the
trouble, and Laving the arms sent here. Did not you write and -ask to

have them sent u[) here?" Says I, "I never did." He just remarked,
(his name is Joseph Hawkins,) "You always told the truth, and I be-

lieve you are telling it now; 1 don't believe you did have anything 1o

do with it." I then asked the particulars; 1 did not know that arms
had been ordered up, and he told me that a number of them went down
nine miles below Hernando, to intercept the arms; if Ames did send
them on, that they should never get there

; that they were going to

keep them from being delivered at Heruaodo. On the Monday night
the week before the election, I was going up town. I was going away
the next day, and I went down to the store to get some orders cashed.
The parties called on me where I stopped. I told them that 1 was in a

hurry, as the store would close uj), and as soon as I got through I would
come back. A gentleman named Mackey came and begged me not to

go back. " Don't you go back there now." Says I, " Why ? " Sa^ s he,

"They are all drunk, and it is agreed among them that one ot them
is to say something to you which you will resent, and you are to be shot
down." Says I, "1 reckon not." Says he, "I know it is so. I heard it

talked ; it was for them to get rid of you ; now don't go there. 1 came
over here, but I did not want to talk any longer, because it will inter-

rupt my business." He was a man ot business there. Says I, " Mackey,
I won't go back there, I will avoid the difficulty." 1 did, and went
around to his store with him. He was a southern man, and had 1 cen

18 MISS
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in the confederate army, but be was a republican and bad been elected

to the legislature ; we were intimate friends. While I was there at bis

store, tbe parties followed around there, but we were in his private

room, and they did not botber us; tbey did not come in, and did not
insult any individual in the store. Tbe most intimate friends I had
there counseled me to go out of the town ; whenever they saw me up
town tbey told me to go back, go home.
On the day of the election I was at Naseb^'s, Home Lake, Stewart's

store, and Dixie. I went on the cars to Borne Lake, and had a horse
there, and took tickets and left at each place. As the cars ran up to

Hernando, by Naseby's and Home Lake, I handed tickets off there ; that
was all I seen at Home Lake. 1 got off where 1 had a horse ; it was
quite early in the morning, about half past eight o'clock, when 1 passed
Naseby's. At Home Lake all was quiet there and at Stewart's store ; I

rode horseback out there. Out from Stewart's store on the big creek
at a school-house on the edge of the woods, I saw a row of guns stacked
up there and men sitting beside them.

A QUIET ELECTION.

Q. White men ?—A. Yes, sir. Everybody was voting, though, freely.

I must say so, that there was no disturbance there at all ; I saw no in-

timidation ; darkies were around there at the time talking to a number
of white men, all good friends. Tickets had been distributed, and I

was told that they had been delivered beforehand ; but I was afraid

that they might run out before another sui)ply came, and that was the
reason I took the tri[) I did. 1 knew where they were short of tickets

;

I staid probably three-quarters of an hour, and then took the road to

go to a box on the bottom, and after I started I made an arrangement
to send them by a colored man down there. I then went to Dixie ; 1

had rode about two miles, and upon looking off" through the woods
where there was an open place, where I could see a half-mile, more or

less, I saw five or six men coming riding down toward me, coming from
the same direction Irom where I had come. Well, I saw they were go-

iug to intercept me where the road crossed, and I rode on very deliber-

ately, in no hurry, and wlien they came up 1 knew the parties and recog-

nized them. They said nothing and went on their way. I have heard
since from a gentleman who was theie where they started from, who
said that they said they were going to catch Campbell before he got to

any other place. I admit that I did not have the most comfortable feel-

ing in the world, with five or six men coujiug with shot-guns; but 1 saw
there was no other way but to take it quietly. At Dixie everything
went on very quietly, so far as I saw or heard.

CROWD STARTED TO HAKG WITNESS.

On Wednesday the democrats, I think, expected to have a big time in

Hernando. 1 did not go in until the second day after the election, audi
went in with one of them, MaJ. John U. Cox. 1 had not been in town
more than twenty minutes, or as long, when the sheriff of the county and
a merchant there in whose store I stopped made me go into the back
room, and said that there was a crowd started the night before to hang
me up. They were going to hang me. Says I, "What for?" Because
they were not going to have me here any longer. Says I, " W^ho was itf
But he would not tell me the names. I learned some of the names. They
insisted on my being quiet, and going back out of sight. Says he,

"Campbell, it will injure my business; 1 do not want any disturbance
in my place. Just come in and sit down." Says he, "Did anybody
see you come into town ?" I said, "Of course they did. I rode across
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tbe public square.'- He says, "I am afraid tliey will come here after you."

I sa\ 8, " I will go away from here.'' " 2no," be says j
" go back aud sit

down ; I do uot waut you to do that."

LEAVES THE TOWN.
Id a few minutes Mr. Thomas White, chairman of the democratic exec-

utive committee, and Colonel Morgan, now senator from that district,

came back into the room where I was. I said that I was under appre-
hension in regard to my life, and asked them if they thought there was
any danger. They said they had heard nothing, but if I had any evi-

dence that I was in danger Mr. Morgan asked me to go to his house, and
that he would protect me. Says he, " I know you well ;" aud we had been
always very particular friends. When 1 was first elected to the legisla-

ture here—I was elected in 18G9, and when the county was a white county.
There were two southern men elected there, and one northern man.
After I was elected they said the only man that they feared that was
elected was Marion Campbell. Before I had been in the legislature

three months, they were all my friends, and praised me in the papers,

where they had been abusing me before ; and I asked them to stop their

praise; that I did not wish it. I was elected, and I expected to repre-

sent the people I was elected from. From that time Mr. Morgan aud I

had been very good friends. 1 had consulted him, and he had been my
lawyer in everything that came up. When that Austin riot took i)lace

he and 1 went together there, aud staid together ; and when 1 went to

Friar's Point, was ordered there, I consulted him before 1 w^ent. There
was a personal friendship between us. He insisted on my going to his

house. Says he, "I do not know what these fellows may do. You go
to my house, and I will guarantee your protection, or I will lose my life."

Says I, "Judge, I believe that. 1 believe you would, but I do not want
to put you to the trouble. 1 expect to leave to-morrow any way. I

promised to attend to some business before the election—some of the

commissioner's business. It won't take an hour to pack up my papers
and get ready, and I will relieve you, and get away from here until this

excitement is over." "Well," he says, "it will relieve the excitement
very much." I went down to my room, aud took what clothing I

needed; what papers I needed. I was hooted by some young men and
boys as I went across the square, but I paid no attention to it. I got

my things jiacked u}), aud went back up town, and nothing was said, or

occurred. Colonel Morgan met me where I was coming, and walked
with me to the depot, and I took the cars and went away. That night
I was followed again. They charged me with having reported them to

the United States grand jury. I had not been there, and have not
been ; and I never reported a single man yet.

HOW INTIMIDATION WAS PRACTICED BEFORE ELECTION.

Q. What did they charge you with reporting them for?—A. For in-

timidation during the election. I went out into the country, and they

started out to find me, but could not get to me. That was what I was
charged with. I never did have a man indicted from that county for

any crime. I left there the Thursday following, and went out into the

country, and staid there three or four days. Then I went to Memphis,
and then came on to Jackson. I will state this in regard to the election,

that I did not see any intimidation. The way they managed, the night

before the election the clubs throughout the country were organized

—

democratic clubs. They were all armed ; wheu they ordered their arms
in the first place, I remarked when I saw them, "What did they want
the bayonets on them for?" I did uot see what use they had for bay-
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onets. The nigbt before tlie electiou 1 saw tbem in Hernantlo; tbey

have a compauy there that drills there regularly. They were mouuted
on horseback, and tbey started out through the county in squads. I

heard the next day that tbey had been to places, and they had gone to

inquire tor prominent coloied men ; aiid would bring the negro neigh-

bors together, and inquire for the man, shootiug their guns and revolv-

ers all the time, not at anybody that 1 know of, but kept a shooting up,

and when they would come to the negro that they were inquiring for,

he would not be there. "Well, we will see him tomorrow." The result

in that county was that the colored men were not at the polls.

DEMOCRATS WOULD KOT ALLOW EEPUBLICAN TICKETS TO BE DIS-

TRIBUTED.

At Olive Branch, on the Monday before the electiou, tickets were dis-

tributed throughout the county, from my room. There were so many clubs.

We had clubs organized at each votiug i)lace in the di.-trict. There
would be two men from each club at that voting-place come for tickets.

The tickets were given out in proportion to the number of voters they

had. Kobert tSheik and another man came for tickets at Olive Branch
;

I counted them out for them. They rode to Olive Branch with the men,

and then told them they could not give any of those tickets out there.

If they heard of them distributing tickets it would be sorry work for

them. They went away, and the second day after the election, while I

was at my room talking to somebody, Kobert feheikcamein and handed
me back all the tickets 1 had given to him for that box.

Q. They had not been distributed ?—A. ^'o, sir; he told me then ho

was afraid to distribute them. It was a box where ihey generally voted

about 100 or 170 votes.

MEN TOLD TIIKY WOULD BE TURNED AWAY FOR VOTING THE EE-

PUBLICAN TICKET.

Q. Did they have republican tickets at that box?—A. I understood

not, (»r not nTtime. On the secoml day after the election. Judge Mor-

g^an, one of the gentlemen that was with me, and who ofl'ered me pro-

tect 'on, showt'd me a letter from one of the inspectors. They were

holding the ekction. One of the insi)cctors, A. G. Perry, received a

letter about 11 oVIock that day. They wrote: "Judge IMorgan, send us

some republican tickets; over one hundred colored men on the streets

at Olive Branch without tickets to vote. We desire to vote the repub-

lican licki-t, and have no tickets." That was sent here. Mr. Morgan
told me that he did not think it was his business to furnish tickets to

the republican voters, which, in a political sense, I do not supiwse it

was. 1 have seen Kobert Slieik since the election; I saw him the

second day alter. I saw men the Saturday belbre the election, who
told me that the men they lived with Ja>,t told them they could not live

on their places if they voted the republican ticket—where they had

been living for years.

RELATIVE RACE VOTE OF COUNTY—RESULTS AT LAST ELECTION.

Q. What is the relative number of white and colored voters in De
Soto County?—A. About five hundred majority of colored voters.

Belore the county was divided there were 7,oU0 registered voters in the

county, the most' populous county in the State; after the division they

nuulethe county of Tate out of it, which made a democratic county;

but the county always went rei)ublican before. At the time they had

these 7,;)00 iii l)e Soto County, the.v had about two or three hundred

white majority, but the county always went rei)ublican. Since they

divided it, Tate County was democratic; De Soto County elected the
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republican ticket the first time, and in that election there was 500

majority. The county went hist fall about eight hundred democratic.

Q. How many members to the lower house of the legislature were
elected last fall in De Soto County?—A. Three.

Q. Were they republicans or democrats—were ihey all democrats'?

—

A. Yes, sir.

Q. lu what senatorial district is De Soto County?—A. The twenty-
seventh.

Q. What counties constitute the district?—A. Tate County and
Tunica.

Q. Is this district republican or democratic?—A. Heavily republican.

Q. How did it go last fall?—A. Democratic.
Q. Who was elected senator from that county?—A. J. B. Morgan and

G. C. Callicott.

Q. Two democrats?—A. Yes, sir.

NEGKOES REFRAINED FROM VOTING, AND WHY.
Q. What effect did the operations you have described, and the other

acts of iutimidation, have ui)on tlie negro voters in that county ; did it

or not prevent tbem from voting?—A. It caused them to stay at home,
or to take any kind of excuse they could get to go out of town. I saw
on the train from Hernando to Horn Lake, on the morning of the elec-

tion, quite a large number of colored men whom I knew very well. 1

asked where they were going that day; they answered they were going
to Memphis—they had business th^. b. I asked if they were not going
to vote, as that was the day of the election, and they said they were
going to get back in time to vote. 1 told them I did not expect them.
1 knew the men, and I told them that they would not be back in time

to vote. Some of them would not be allowed to live on their places if

they voted the republican ticket; and I told them that they would not

be back until after the polls were closed.

Q= Is there anything else that you desire to state?—A. Ko, sir.

By Mr. Bayard:
Q. You were a candidate?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. For the county clerk's office, and were defeated?—A. Yes, sir; I

was.

W. E. KELLEY—GilENADA COUNTY.

Jackson, Miss., June 23, 1876.

W. E. Kelley sworn and examined.

By Mr. McMillan :

Question. Where do you reside ?—Answer. In Grenada County. ,

Q. How long have you resided there?—A. Since the 1st of February,
1872.

Q. Were you there during the political campaign of 1875?—A. l^es,

sir.

A quiet republican campaign.

Q. Will you state, if you please, any knowledge you have in regard
to the conduct of that campaign, and events occurring in your town or

county ?—A. I was there during all that campaign, and took part in

that republican canvass. At the meetings we were very careful in con-

ducting our campaign, to keep order and quiet, knowing the feeling
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througbout (he State, and we (letermined at our repablican meetinjjs to

be as orderly as possible always, aud avoid as much as we could tight-

iiig and everything of that kind. I will state as to particular times

wiien there was some trouble. At one time the day our county cou-

vention was to be held—the delegate convention

A STREET FIGHT ON CONVENTION DAY.

Q. The republican convention?—A. Yes, sir; on that day there were

delegates coming into town and we went into the convention. The sheriff

of the county—S. French was then sheriff", and also the nominee of the

democratic party. lie had some conversation with one of the delegates

some time in the former part of the season. It seemed that this dele-

gate had pledged him his support, but changed his mind and came out

in favor of the republican party. Ue was a delegate. The sheriff

(French) comes on him in the street, and, walking uj), with his cane

commenced an assault on him, striking him on the head. Some parties

stepped in and separted them. At that time a report came to the office,

where Senator Price (the State senator) was, stating that there was a

row on the street. Mr. Price went out on the sidewalk and stopped in

front of the office. He stood there a moment. French looked up the

street and saw Mr. Price standing on the sidewalk, and lie said to him

:

"You go in, you «lamned son-ofa-bitch!"' and drew his pistol and fired.

The ball struck the building in a direct line between me and Mr. Price.

Some one stepped up and took the pistol away from the old sheriff", and
his son stepped up and rerpiesfed the pistol should be handed over to him.

lie stated he would take it home. Tliat is the report I heard. When
he got his pistol he took it and went round and came back toward Mr.

Price and myself. Mr. Price was not armed, and I told him to go

inside, and he stepped in at the corner of the building to the gate, and
went to the rear of the post-office. 1 closed the gate and stei)ped back

to my office door, which was on the rear of the post-office, and stood at

the lioor. Young French came into the gate, and as he came in he lired

at me. There was no one else on the sidewalk and no one in sight but

him. lie lire<l directly toward me, and the ball struck the wall i)robably

20 feet below me. 1 steppeil in the door, and as he passed I fired at him.

AVeexchanged two shots. Acrowd came around, and his father, thesheriff,

stepped UJ) and shouted, '- Kill them ! damn them, kill them ! " 1 retreated

to the chancery clerk's office, and closed the door between us. Mrs. Price,

who is postmistress, came up in front of the post-oflice, round the corner

of the square, and followed the sheriff' into the office. When she got

into the office there were some colored men there, and he commenced
upon them with a stick. She ran and grabbed the stick and took it

away from him. In a few moments he turned round or recovered him-

self, and seized her by the throat and pushed her back on the corner of

a washstand and was choking her, when some colored men stepped iu

and took him off". The marshal then came iu and arrested him. A
good many men came round, different parties, and wanted to know why
we did not come on the street and shoot at the crowd. We told theui

that we had no idea of settling matters in that way. We supposed the

law would protect us. One of the parties, the young man witli whom I

had been shooting, went before the mayor and made affidavit which

caused me to be arrested, and I gave bond to appear before the conrt.

I called upon the mayor of the town and asked him to put the sheriff

under peace-bonds, but he declined to do it. 1 said I would make affi-

davit if he desired it. We wanted peace, and we wanted the convention

to go on. In the course of two or three hours the convention assembled
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aud made their nomiuatioDS, and there was uo further disturbance that

day on that occasion.

Q. Who was the mayor!—A. jNIr. J. C. Gray. He has since been
appointed chancellor of the district.

Q. By whom was he appointed?—A. By the present governor, I

suppose.

Q. He refused to take any interest in the arrest ?—A. He said he
would not put him under peace-bonds, because he would not observe it.

I asked him then if he would not put him in jail if he would not keep
the peace, but he declined to have anything to do with this matter.

KEPUBLICAN CANDIDATES' COFFINS CARRIED IN DEMOCRATIC PRO-
CESSION.

Q. Was he a democrat?—A. Yes, sir; the mayor was acting with the
democrats, but had acted with the republicans. They had some pro-

cessions there that were rather demonstrative in speeches and exhibi-

tions, carrying coffins round the streets. They had a coffin for myself
and one for Mr. Price which were diawrr in the procession. That was
the Urst procession, I think, about two weeks before the election ; it

might have been more than that. The coffin lor Mr. Price was taken on
Saturday night preceding the election in front of the post-office and left

there; was there Sunday morning, leaning up against the door, until

Sunday about noon, when some of the boys carried it away.
I have had some conversation with other parties in regard to matters

there, and 1 have been warned as to the danger 1 was in. I had a con-

versation in regard to preparations that were being made by the club

that was organized by^the democrats ; they told me the club at a certain

meeting subscribed for 'guns. He had subscribed for two. He assured
me that so far as he was concerned there they woukl never be used
against me. Then the night before the election they had a i)rocession.

PROMINENT CITIZENS ASK A REPUBLICAN CANDIDATE TO RESIGN TO
AVOID 3IURDER.

Q. Was there a committee that waited on you ?—A. There was a
committee waited on Senator Price—a committee of three prominent
citizens of that town ; two of them merchants, probably as wealthy people
as there were in the place, and one who was a wealthy planter. They
waited on Mr. Price the day before the election, and requested him to

withdraw as a candidate for chancery clerk, and told him that they could
not insure his life—would not guarantee it an hour unless he did do so

;

that he was in danger of being murdered or killed, and they could not
guarantee his life, or would not guarantee it an hour, unless he withdrew
his name ; and if he did not do so, and if he was elected, they would not
guarantee his life at all ; said he could not hold the office.

COFFINS AND CALDRONS AND MEN REPRESENTING DEVILS.

Q. What is his name?—A. William Price. They said that if he
would withdraw from the canvass and come down as a candidate, he
might be permitted to remain in the post-oliflce, (his wife had the post-

office,) aud he might be allowed to cany on any other business he might
see proi)er to invest in in that town ; but he could not hold the office

for which he was running. They, the people, would not submit to it.

Mr. Price replied to them, saying that he had lived in the State since

1805, and had never violated a law, that he knew, of the State, or of the
United States, and he thought he had a perfect right to run for that
office, and should do so; if he would be killed for that, "all right."

Upon that, some of them said they might as well go, there was uo use
in talking with him about the thing any further. They then withdrew,
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and be came directly tj me and told mo this, asking what I thought he
had better do.

COFFmS AND CALDEOKS, AND 3IEN EEPRESENTING DEVILS.

Then the night before the election there was a procession; they car-

ried coffins the second tiuje, and paraded the streets. Upon one wagon
they had a large platform built up, and on that they had a fire built,

with a large caldron or kettle tilled with tar or something of that kind;
aud around it men representing devils, stirriug up this kettle, and going
around it. 1 saw an old colored num lying on top there, and inscribed
around him was "Here lies old Price." Tbey paraded the streets, and
came round in front of our building, shouting aud hurrahing, some of
them calling for a rope to hang Price and Kelley with, and conducted
themselves in rather a rude manner. Tbere was no violence to us any
further at that time.

OBSTEUCTIONS AT THE POLLS.

A few days before the election the same party that had told me in

regard to obeying the men—the day before the electiou-^on Monday,
about 10 o'clock, came to me and said, " I wish to see you. I don't

"want to see you go up to the polls to act as inspector." I was appointed
one of the inspectors by the United States court. Judge Dill. 1 asked
him why, and he said, " You bave always been friendly to me and my
family, and 1 don't wish to see you injured, and 1 am fearful when you
go tliere you will be—some luiiin will conu' to you." I asked him if he
knew aii> thing jiarticularly about it. and he said "No, that w^as about all

he could tell me." 1 did go to the election, and 1 staid there through-
out the day. 1 went to tije polls, and on the day of the election there
was considi'rable tiring of guns. They placed themselves around the
polls so that the men could hardly get to them to vote. 1 noticed this

fact, also, that men who wanted to vote the democratic ticket could get in

without any trouble. They would be taken in in a different way, aud
souu'tinu's they would bring in two or three in the bacik door. 1 asked
them to desist from that course, and to allow all to go in, democrats and
republicans. They stopped at tliat, but men would vote aud go out and
l)lace themselves on a seat, a bench close round the door, and stand
there until they worked up to the door again, and would go out and
conu^ back. 1 called the attention of the board to it, aud they said it

should not be done, but the thing was rei)eated alter that.

NO REPUBLICAN MEETINGS HELD, AND WHY.
We did not hold any meetings, from the fact that we were informed by

parties that if there were any meetings held anywhere in the county, that
they had horses rea(l.\ to attend them, and if anything shoidd be said that
was not strictly in their interest, or not their idea of what ought to be said,

they were going to denounce the si)eakers. We aesisted from holding
any meetings, Irom the fact that we believed the rei)ublicans were solid,

and would vote solid on the day of the election. We have been solicited

in our county to meet in Joint discussion with the democrats, but always
refused it, taking the ground that it would not be safe to do it. We
thought that in getting the two elements together there would be trouble,

and we declined that kind of discussion, and never attended meetings
of that kind.

GOING TO CARRY THE ELECTION ANYHOW.
About a week or ten days before the election, the jiresi dent of

the democratic club, J. B. Ciowder, captain, as they called him,
came into the oflice, the chancery clerk's oliice, (I\Ir. Price was then
acting as chancery clerk,) and said that unless they could do something
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or otber to break the lines, it would not be possible to carry the election.

They would have to do soinethiug, as they could not get the republicans

to attend their meetings ; tbey would not join their clubs, and they
would have to resort to some other means. They did not state what
means, but said they were going to carry the election an.\bow. That
was a foregone conclusion—they must and would carry the election.

REPUBLICANS COMPLAIN THEY COULD NOT GET TO THE POLLS.

At some boxes where there was a large republican majority, and the
voters in those precincts declared that they would vote the straight

rei)ublican ticket, the democrats were returned largely in the m.sjority.

At the box where 1 was, the vote was counted, I think, as it was cast.

I stood by and saw the count and saw every ticket read myself. At
that very poll, 1 believe there w^as a majority in favor of the democrats.
A good mau3" republicans say that they did not vote because they could
not vote as they desired ; they could not get in to the polls and went
home. Our county has generally given a majority of from 500 to 700
republican.

Q. What was it at the last election ?—A. It was about 250 democratic.

MR. price's COFFIN ON ELECTION DAY.

Q. What was done with the cofiius after they were carried in the pro-

cestiion—what was done with the coiiins on the election day '?— A. The
coffin for Mr. Price was carried out and put on a shed in front of the
court-house where the election was held.

firing CANNON ON ELECTION DAY.

Q. In the public square?—A. Yes, sir, and it remained there all day,
remained there a week or possibly ten days. There was firing of cannon
and hurrahing on the street all that day while they were firing it.

Q. The day of election ?— A. Yes, sir ; it was currently reported and
believed by the colored people that arms were stored away in the rear
of the building where the election was held, in a room occui)ied by Capt.
J. B. Crowder. I do not know as to that. A colored man told me a
short time ago that he saw them in that room the day of the election

—

pistols and guns.

ABOUT DEMOCRATIC CLUBS AND BOXES OF ARMS.

Q. Was there a democratic club organized in the town ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. What were its numbers!—A. [ do not know.
Q. Had they arms, do you know?—A. I know nothing more about

their arms than what one of the members told me, he had subscribed for

two guns, and they had subscribed for guns, the same man who warned
me on the day of the election about going to the polls, saying it was not
safe for me to go there.

NO ELECTION AT ELLIOT STATION.

Q. Do you know in reference to the boxing of arms on the night pre-

vious to the election to send to other places, or anything of tliat charac-
ter?—A. I have been told by a half a dozen different men that they saw
them bos guns on the corner of the public square and ship them to dif-

ferent parts of the county. I did not see it. One colored man with a
wagon went to one part of the county with guns. That box did not hold
any election. The judge of the election resigned and would not hold it.

There were no votes cast there.

Q. Wliat box was that ?—A. Elliott station box.

COLORED LABORERS DISCHARGED FOR VOTING REPUBLICAN TICKET.

Q. Oave you any further knowledge of matters that transi)ired

there ?—A. There were some cases where colored men, acting with the
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republican party, were discharged from labor as laborers, because tbey
would Dot give up their opiuious and vote the other ticket. Oue colored
man, for whom I have since secured a contract to carry the mails from the
post-office to the railroad, and who was then employed as a driver for a
delivery-wagon, was discharged, and they told him they did not want
him any longer as they had all agreed not to employ any one unless he
"would vote the democratic ticket.

NO SUPPLIES TO KEPUBLICANS.
In another case, a man who had given a deed of trust for supplies

came iu for supplies; the merchant asked if he intended to vote the
republican ticket and he told him he expected to vote it, when he told
him he could not have any supplies if that was his determination ; that
he would not supply any one unless he voted the democratic ticket

now. His name is Itobert Keese, the man who was refused the goods;
the merchant's name is W. X. Pass.

witness's OFFICIAL RECORD.
By Mr. Bayard :

Q. When did you come to jMississippi ?—A. I came here in 1872.

Q. Where from ?—A. From Kansas. I am a native of the State of
Michigan.

Q. What is your business ?—A. Deputy collector of internal revenue.
Q. When did you get that office ?—A. 1 was appointed a year ago last

April— tlie 1st, 1 think.

Q. In 1875?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. What office did you hold before that?—A. I held the office of
county superintendent of education.

Q. When did you get that office ?—A. I think I was appointed iu

February, 1873.

Q. What office had you prior to that?—A. I had no office.

Q. \Vhat was your occupation?—A. I was acting for the chancery
clerk.

Q. Deputy clerk for whom ?—A. C. P. Lincoln.

Q. Who was the chancery clerk ?—A. C. P. Lincoln.

Q. Who was he?—A. A brother-in-law of mine.
Q. Did you take that office as sodu as you came here ?—A. I was

here i)robably a couple of months before.

Q. After two mouths you took the office of deputy chancery clerk,

and then county superintendent of education, and then deputy collector

of internal revenue ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. The latter office you hold now ?—A. Yes, sir.

FRENCH, THE SHERIFF.

Q. Who was French, the sherifl'—at what time was he first elected ?

—

A. I think he was elected in 1871 by the republican party, and in

1873 by the democratic party.

Q. He has been on both tickets ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. On what did he run in 1875 ?—A. On the democratic ticket.

PRICE, THE SENATOR.

Q. Who was William Price ?—A. He was State senator from 1871
until 1875.

Q. Did he hold any other office?—A. No, sir.

Q. Js he a white man ?—A. Yes, sir.

FRENCH'S STREET FIGHT.

Q. You say the first difficulty you recollect was one between French
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and a man who was a delegate to the republicaa convention !—A. Yes,

sir.

Q. When was that conveutiou held ?—A. On the 9th of October.

Q. What was that delegate's name"?—A. He was a German. It is a

German name I cannot recollect now; I may recollect it.

Q. Had he been formerly a political associate and friend of French's ?

—

A. It seemed that he must have had some understanding with him.

Q. There had been an understanding?—A. It seemed so.

Q. That he was to support French in the convention !—A. In the

former part of the season, when the canvass first opened.

Q. Did French expect to be the republican nominee ?—A. Not then.

Q. Had he been running to get the nomination on both sides'?—A. I

think not this last year, but he expected the support of this man to

carry that part of the county to vote for him.

Q. This man had changed his views when they met ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And that made French angry ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Hence the assault occurred on this man by French ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Was French alone at the time the assault was made on him I—A.
This gentleman was standing talking to him when French walked up
behind him and struck him.

Q. But it was a s-udden personal collision between these men about
their political arrangements ; this man had promised to give him his

support and had failed to do so?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Was French nominated at the time of this affair?—A. I do not

think he was. I don't know that he was nominated.
Q. What was his reason for shooting at you ?—A. That 1 would like

to know.
Q. Had he never quarreled with you before?—A. No, sir.

Q, Who was shot at standing near you at the corner?—A. Mr. Price,

standing between him and myself.

Q. What was his difficulty with Mr. Price?—A. It was simi)ly a
political trouble.

Q. Had he and Mr. Price had any quarrel ?—A. He is not friendly

with Mr. Price at all.

Q. What had caused their trouble?—A. Because Mr. Price had not

supported him for office, I suppose.

Q. Did he want him to support him?—A. Y'es, sir; that was what he
did want.

Q. Had he sought his aid before ?—A. I will tell you that. In 1873
I was a candidate myself for the nomination by the republican party
for sheriff, and was nominated over Mr. Price by the republicans of the

county. French was a candidate there at the convention which nomi-

nated me, and failed to get a vote, ^o he bolted the ticket and ran on
the other side, and was elected sheriff'.

Q. French and you ran for the nomination for sheriff in 1873 ?

—

A. Yes, sir.

Q. He was then running in the republican convention ?—A. Y'es, sir.

Q. And jou were a candidate also, and you beat him in the con-

vention ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And then he bolted ?—A. Y'es, sir.

Q. And got the nomination on the other side ?—A. He ran on an
independent ticket.

Q. But he got the support of the other side ?— A. Yes, sir.

Q. And he was elected ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Were you a candidate for any office yourself the last election in
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1875 "?—A. No, sir. I was a candidate tor the senate, bat was defeated
ill the uouiination.

Q. A candidate for the nomination, but not before the people ?

—

A. No, sir.

Q. Was that in 1875 ?—A. Yes, sir.

GRENADA COUNTY POLITICS.

Q. For which party was Grenada carried in 1873 ?—A. It was carried
for the democrats.

Q. In 1873?—A. Yes; claimed to have been
Q. In 1873?—A. Yes, sir; 1 want to explain a little in regard to

that.

Mr. Bayard. Certainly, you can make any explanation you wish.

CARRYING THE ELECTION BY A MATTRESS.
A. The president of the board of registrars, in 1873, was a deputy

under French; at that time was keeper of the jail on the day of the
election. We have an atii(Uivit of one of the i)arties who was judge at
the same box with this man, Giles Smith, who was president of the
board of registration. Alter the polls had closed, in 1873, he went with
him with the box to the jail, and when they got there Smith, the presi-

dent of the board, opens the box, takes out the republican tickets and
imts them in the tiie, and turns up a mattress on a bed and took out
democratic tickets and tills the box. This was in 1873; consequently
they carried the election.

Q. Were you present on that occasion when that was done ?—A. No,
sir.

Q. ITave you personal knowledge of the facts?—A. I have the affidavit

of the party who saw it.

Q. Was the election never contested ?—A. No, sir.

Q. Did that election include other candidates beside sberiif ?—A.
Yes, sir.

Q. Did it include members of the legislature?—A. Yes, sir ; a mem-
ber of the legislature.

Q. And su[)ervis()rs, and all that?—A. The sujiervisors were elected
throughout the county.

Q. This thing was a wholesale substitution of ballots of one party for

ballots of the other party ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Were these f icts well known ?—A. The change of vote ?

Q. Of the fraudulent substitution of ballots?—A. It was believed by
everybody at that time, and has since been confessed by the affidavit of
the party that he was present—one of the board.

Q. One of the i»arties concerned in that transaction?—A. Yes, sir.

i-i. Did nobody contest the seats in the legislature or the right of the
members of the board of su[»ervisors, in the face of such a tlagraut fraud
as that?—A. There was an attempt made to contest that election, but
was never carried out.

Q. In 1873 the legislature was largely republican, was it not?—A.
Y"es, sir.

Q. xVnd yet men were permitted to hold their seats under such circum-

stances i—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Were those facts brought out before the legislature or not ?—A. I

«

think not.

FEELING.

Q. Then the feud between you and French arose by your running
against each other for sheriff in 1873?—A. 1 cannot say there was any
feud. I had not had a dozen words with French in my life.
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Q. There certainly seemed to be some feeling. He Si.^t at you, you
say ?—A. Yes, sir.

POLITICAL AND PERSONAL CONTESTS.

Q, You stated that in the first contest Price ran against you?—A. No,
sir ; be never ran against me.

Q. Had not Price opposed you when you were both in the ranks of

the republican party ?—A. Not particularly ; no, sir.

Q. Price did not throw up in favor of you ?—A. I don't think he said

a word one way or the other.

Q. French was a bolter in 1873, and was elected as you stated ?—A.
Yes, sir.

Q. In 1875, did he trj' to be nominated by the rejuiblicans ?—A. No,
sir.

Q. Did he get the democratic nomination ?—A. He did.

Q. Who was his opponent?—A. J, B. Townsend.
Q. Had he been nominated by the democrats at the tim.o he made

the assault upon the delegate who had gone back on him, if 1 may so

speak?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. He was then a candidate ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Who bound you over to appear at court ?—A. Judge Gray, the

mayor.
Q. The hearing of that aifray between you and French was before

Gray?— A. Yes, sir.

Q. Is he the mayor and ex-officio justice of the i)eace?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And bound you over?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. What was the amount of your recognizance?—A. Five hundred
dollars.

Q. At what term of the court were you to appear ?—A. The last May
term.

Q. In 187G ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you appear?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Have you been indicted?—A. No, sir.

Q. What was done with your case ?—A. It was dropped, I believe.

A. Not prosecuted ?—A. I was called before the grand jury and made
my statement ; Mr. Price also was called and made his statement, and
gave the names of the witnesses.

Q. In what case were you called before the mayor ?—A. lu the same
case.

Q. Not in a complaint against yourself?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Were you called in a case in which you were a party ?—A. Yes,
sir ; and inquired of him in regard to the matter between French and
myself.

Q. Is that so ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And then the case was dropped?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Have you had any diiiiculry with French since ?—A. No, sir.

Q. Has Price had any ?—A. No, sir. I have not spoken with him as

I know of since.

Q. And you live in the same community with him, and hold no words
with him at all?—A. Yes, sir. The witnesses of that for which I gave
recognizance, who witnessed the shooting and saw the occurrence, were
not summoned before the grand jury at all.

PERSONAL INTERFERENCE WITH REGARD TO POLITICS.

Q. Now, sir, do you know yourself of any case of personal interfer-

ence by any one with another, in regard to politics, during the last can-

vass 5 and, if so, give the name of the persou who interfered, and the
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person with whom he interfered ?

—

A. As I have stated, there was this

case where parties were hired as hiborers and were discharged from

service.

Q. Do you know the name of the person who discharged them ?—A.
Yes, sir ; the name they gave me.

Q. Uo you know the fact except as told by others ?—A. I was told by
those iiarties who came directly from them to me and told me.

Q. What was their business f—A. One was driving a delivery-wagon

around town for a house.

Q. A black man ?

—

A. Ves, sir ; a colored man.

Q. lie came to you and told you that his employer had turned him off

because he would not vote as he wished him to vote ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. What Avere the other cases?—A. The case of a man who had
given a deed of trust for supplies to run him through the season, and
the merchant told him if he voted the republican ticket he could not do

it. This man came directly to me acKl told me. His name is llobert

Keese, and is a colored man. The merchant was ^V. N. Pass.

Q. That was told you by him f—A. By the colored man Reese.

Q. That he refused to let him have the supplies because he did not

like bis votef—A. Yes, sir.

Q. W^hat other case do you know?—A. Those are the only two'

prominent ones.

Q. State any other case that you know.—A. Only from rumor; none

that I have any knowledge of directly.

Q. These weVe not hearsay
;
your information was derived from one

of the parties in the case?—A. Yes, sir; from both.

Q. Before you came to Mississippi in 1872, had you anything to do

with politics "in any other part of the country ?—A. Ko, sir; but I have

always been a republican.

nURKAIIINCr AND FIRING CANNON AT ELECTIONS.

Q. Did you ever see much of poitics in any other State?—A. No, sir;

I never ran for ofiice or anything of that kind.

Q. Is it any unusual thing to hurrah in processions and discharge

cannon, and the like?—A. It is not the habit where I came from ; I

never saw coftins carried round.

Q. I asked you if hurrahing and firing off cannon was anything

unusual?—A. No, sir; I have known that before in processions.

COFFINS AND CRAPES.

Q. In regard to coffins—have you never known a case of a coffin

being carried in political processions, coupled with the name of the

opposing party?—A. I never noticed that.

By ^Ir. McMillan :

Q. These processions that carried these coffins—I understood you to

say the coffins were kept for several days ?—A. Yes, sir; in front of the

post-office, and also of my place of business, or the business place of

my wife.

Q. Were there not instances of crape being tied on your door-

knobs ?—A. Crape or black rags were tied on our doors frequently.

ABOUT ALLEGED ELECTION FRAUDS,

By Mr. McDonald :

Q. You said that in certain polls, whereas you thought there were

republican majorities, they did not count out that way ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. You know nothing as to the reception of the votes or counting of

i

I
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those votes at ilie polls but what you have heard ?—A. I know nothing
but what I have heard from men voting there at that precinct.

Q. And the election did not turn out as you expected ?—A. No, sir.

Q. Do you know how they were received and counted out ?—A. I do
not know how they were counted out.

Q. Do you know whether the same votes were put in that were
counted out"?—A. No, sir.

Q. You say you suppose they were not counted out as received ?—A.
Yes, sir.

Q. How did the result correspond there with what it was before 1

—

A. About as large as they generally ran there before.

REPUBLICAN AND DEMOCRATIC VOTES AND RESULTS.

Q. Was there any increase in the democratic vote there ?—A. I

understand there was.

Q. Do you remember how large the vote was at that precinct in

1875—the democratic vote"?—A. No, sir; I do not remember the exact
vote.

Q. Do you remember what the republican vote was 1—A. No, sir.

Q. Do you remember what the democratic vote was in 1873 ?—A. I

do not remember the exact number.
Q. That was the year that you say French, or French's friends,

changed the ballots in the box *?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. How did the county go in 1873*?—A. It went as the present one
mostly. The officers throughout the county were republican; that is,

the officers that were for election at that time.

Q. Did it not go republican with the exception of the sheriff?—A.
No, sir.

Q. What other democrats were elected ?—A. The legislature—a man
ran on the same ticket with French who was a colored man. He was
taken up by the democrats and run on the ticket with French.

Q. Then the independent ticket for sheriff and representative, both
of them were elected, but the balance of the republican ticket was
elected "?—A. Yes, sir. But where this thing occurred of the counting
out and changing of the ballots, the witness was one of the members of

the board, and he has since made an affidavit before a justice of the
peace that he was present and saw it.

Q. That was in 1873. Did you understand that the tickets that were
put in were straight democratic tickets by these men °?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. For all the offices, from the State officers down ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Well, now, did not your county go republican in 1873 by the usual
majority ?—A. No, sir.

Q. I see here by the tables that are furnished to us that the republi-

can vote for State treasurer in Grenada County in 1873 was 1,152, and
the democratic vote 543. That was in 1873. That was the vote for

treasurer of the State. Now, then, if there were so many democratic
votes put in this poll, how could that result be ?—A. I will tell you how
I accounted for it. This board went there on Tuesday night or Thurs-
day morning; they counted it may be as the votes came in, and they
counted for certain candidates. That was the object, and they made
the change as to a certain amount of votes, and then counted and elected
their candidates.

Q. They put in straight democratic votes. Would not that have made
the democratic vote larger'?—A. Yes, sir; it might have done so.

Q. You see that the return shows only 543 votes in the whole county?
A. I cannot account for that particularly, but we have the affidavit of
the party in regard to this vote.
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Q. But here are the official returns.—A. Yes, sir; there was consid-

erable division among the people. This ticket tliat run with Fieuch's
ticket, some of them wanted to vote for Ames, and they voted that part
of the ticket and tore otf the rest. %

THE ALLEGED MATTRESS FRAUD.

Q. I understand you to say that this affidavit stated that he took out
so many republican tickets and put in so many democratic tickets!—A.
Yes, sir.

B;^ the Chairman:
Q. D'd the same ballots contain the names of the State officers and the

local officers as well ?—A. They did ; they ran two or three tickets with
diiferent heads. Some of the tickets were voted by parties and had the
rei)ublicau State officers on with French in it, and the other part of the
ticket would be for the republicans.

Q. It would not follow because there wns a certain number of votes
for State trensurer that all the candidates who belonged to the same
party received nearly the same number; there might have been great
diversity?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. When was tbis affidavit obtained, referring to the election of
1873?—A. 1 think it was ujade some time probably in June or July,
1875. The reason the party that niade this affidavit assigned is this :

that Smith had been re-appointed by the sheriff as registrar, and said
that he did not want to vote under that man, because he knew what he
had done and would do again. That was the idea.

ABEL ALDEESON—HINDS—JEFFERSON.
June 10, 1870.

Abel Alderson sworn and examined.

PERSONAL residence AND RECORD.
By the Chairman :

Question. Will you give your residence and occupation or profes-

sion i—Answer. 1 have been s})ending tiie most of my time in Jackson
for sevt'ial years |)ast; my place of residence is in Jetferson County, in

the town of Fayette. I am a lawyer, but am not engaged in anything
at i)resent, excei)t settling u[) my old business.

Q. flow long have you resided in Mi.ssissipi)i, and where were you
born i—A. 1 am a native of the State of .^iarylaud, near Baltimore. I
have been residing in 31ississi[ti)i over twenty-live years.

Q. Did you take any part in the war?—A. No, sir.

Q. Were you engaged in the political canvass in this State in 1875?

—

A. Yes, sir.

Q. If you attended any political meetings will you state what meet-
ings you attended, and what occurred, it an\ thing, other than what is

ordinary or usual at such meetings ?

—

A. In 1875 1

Q. Yes, sir; in 1875.—A. 1 attended but few in 1875. The most that
I did was canvass in my own county. There were two republican tickets
there. 1 took sides with what i supposed to be the most liberal of the
two wings.

THE CLINTON MEETING.

Q. Were you at the Cliuton meeting in September last ?—A. Yes,
sir.

Q. State what occurred at that meeting under your own observation,
and for what purpose you went.—A. 1 weut as one of the invited
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speakers, and intended to make a speech, but did not, on account of the

difficulty that sprang up. Just after the opening of the second speech

that was being made, I was in the crowd around the stand for a while

after Judge Johnston, father of the gentleman that testified here a
while ago, was making a speech, when, not being very well and not be-

ing able to hear the speaking, there being a dense crowd and I not be-

ing very early in getting my position, I went some distance, I suppose
one hundred and fifty yards, up a little hill to a grove, and was there

with some others taking some ice-cream, sitting in the buggy or car-

riage, and had been there for some time.

THE FIEINGr BEGINS.

It was announced that Judge Johnston was through his speech, and
that Captain Fisher had commenced his. It was not long before I

heard the firing of a pistol, and one or two, maybe three, I cannot
recollect as to the numbei', and then a cessation. The remark around
me at the time was that there was a difficulty being gotten up, and I

supposed that likely some of my friends were involved in it, and I got
out of the buggy and was going to go down. I thought, maybe, that I

could bring peace about. I did not know what was the cause of the

difficulty. By the time I got out, I suppose, 1 heard a volley of shots, I

suppose twenty or thirty, in quick, rapid succession, and saw a crowd
rushing up the hill from toward the stand ; and there was again a ces-

sation of firing, and then a tremendous volley of shots, and people scat-

tering in every direction. I walked leisurely back to the buggy that I

had been occupying. Thf persons around me gathered up their things

and started in various directions, leaving the grounds.

THE CROWD SCATTERS.

I staid about among the last that lelt there. I think I was about the

very last one; they were scattering in every direction—hundreds. I

suppose that I staid several minutes—four or five minutes—and believ-

ing that I was in danger, and likely to be shot by either party, as the

balls were flying in every direction, I saw but one chance of getting

away, and that was toward the depot—the Raymond depot. I walked
leisurely in that direction, stopping a number of times. I saw persons
flying and running, and some on horseback ; women carrying their

children, and rushing wildly to make their escape Irom the field.

After stopping a number of times, I went on a leisure walk down to

the dei^ot. In crossing the road leading from that part of the field

where the picnic was held, the dirt road that crossed the railroad

toward the town of Raymond, I got there just as the white men were
coming down, and then quickened my steps a little for forty or fifty

yards, and got out of the way of the teams, and went and surveyed the
field again. I saw a good deal of shooting. I was not near any of the
individuals. I went then quietly up to the depot, and saw a good many
men arming themselves, preparing to pitch into the fight 5 I do not
know who they were 5 they were strangers to me.

A WHITE COMPANY ORGANIZED.

Q. White persons or colored?—A. White persons. I felt in a great

deal of danger and apprehension myself, and that everybody was in

considerable danger. At one time the thing became so threatening at

the depot tbpt I stepped quietly back behind the building, and staid

for a little while until things quieted down a little, and stepped out
in front again. Some one remarked, I don't know who it was, " Let us go
and settle this difficulty." There was a proposition made, and 1 did not
know who it was from at the time. They called him Captain Montgomery.

19 MISS
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I am uot acquainted with the gentlemaiio It was proposed to elect a
captain. They mentioned his name, and he was voted for unanimously

;

and as soon as they bad elected him captain—his face was rather

iuvitin.fif to me ; he looked like a man that might be approached and
reasoned with—almost immediately I approached him, and laid my
baud on bis shoulder and asked him if I could not say a word to bim.

He looked at me, but said notbiug in response, except bis looks, which
seemed to respond that he would reason. I lilted up my bands and
exclaimed, " For God's sake, stop this letting of blood, it is a shame

;

look at the cotton-belds around ready for picking. 1 will stake my
head that there will be no further dilbcalty if you will just call off your
men." And be got up and made a speech protesting against any fur-

ther display of weapons. He made a peace speech, and protested very
strongly, and said that as they bad elected him captain, he would control

the action of their movements. Some man—1 never did get his name

—

was sitting on bis horse with bis weapons. He remarked that that talk

did not suit him, and that he would make a speech himself. He bad a
face less inviting and more lierce in bis appearance ; but I regarded it

as a matter of lile and death, and might perhaps save somebody's life

at the risk of my own. I threw myself betwixt him and the crowd, and
lifted up my bauds and said, " For God's sake, stop this shedding of

blood ;" and pointed to the cotton-lieids ready for picking, and said I,

" Those bands and that cotton are the wealth of the country," and again

pledged my head that if be would draw off the men, that I would go
among the negroes, and quiet should be restored immediately.

I told him and Ciiptain Montgomery that the negro women were cry-

ing and running for their children, and asking me if they could not go
and get them, and I did not know what to tell them. I told tliem to

stop Ihe matter, or rather begged of them to stop it, and to my giatib-

cation and no little surprise this gentleman turned and walked back and
got on his horse, and the thing stopped there. They did not move
off.

Q. What time in the day was this affair at the depot?—A. That at

the stand took place, I suppose, about 1 o'clock—the first difficulty. I

suppose it was half an hour after thiit, or maybe more, before this

affair transpired at the depot that 1 have just been relating. There
was some hot expressions made use of, by whom 1 do not know, A
motion was soon nuide that a squad of colored persons who were off in

a cotton-field should be dispersed. I told them that they were making
their way out of the difiBculty, and would like to get home, and some of

the crowd seemed to be the same crowd that bad asked me if they
might not go and got their broken buggies, their mules, and their cliildreu

that bad been scattered and dispersed ; and, said I, " They only want
to go back and gather up their broken buggies," &c,, and to let them
go. The proposition was immediately followed by " Jlake every nigger

leave the depot," I interfered again with Captain Montgomery, for I

felt perfectly safe with bim, for although be was a stranger to me
his face was very inviting He a-ppeared to be an excellent man, and
a man of firmness.

An old colored man who had come down with me, who is quite a
friend of mine, and he went down under my ])rotection, and was at the

dei)ot—be came up to me, and wanted to Icnow what bo should do,

and 1 told bim to go b;!ck and keej) his seat. I immediately spoke to

Captain Montgomery, and asked him if that negro man might not stay,

and that 1 would vouch for him as a quiet, peaceable man, and was too

old to walk home, and that be was under my charge, and if they would
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let bim stay I would see that he weut back to Jacksou. He told rae to

take charge of him, and he staid.

JUDGE JOHNSTON'S SPEECH, AND HIS AUDIENCE.
There was no further demonstration by that party, except some few

remarks, perhaps, that I don't particularly remember now, some little

personal disputes betwixt them, and some other parties casually mov-
ing around there. By this time, Judge Johnston had come up. I don't

think he had got out of the stand when the shooting commenced.
Judge Swan, who, I think, testified before you this morning, also

came up, and he and I had some little conversation, and we also con-

versed with Judge Johnston, I went to Judge Johnston, and asked
him to use all his iisfluence to stop further difficulty, if i^ossible, and I

think he did. I know there was a negro man that drove them up to

the depot, and Judge Johnston said to the gentlemen in arms that he
was a good man, and bad bi ought him from the si)eakiug-stand, and
that he would vouch for him being all correct.

Q. Did you hear Judge Johnston's speech !—A. No, sir ; it was such
a large crowd that I could not get close enough, and I could only hear a
word now and then.

Q. Yv^hat was the conduct of the crowd when he was speaking, orderly
or otherwise 1—A. Very orderly, sir. I was once or twice close up, a
little closer, perhaps, than from here to that building across the street,

perhaps 60 feet. It was a vrarm day, and the limbs of the grove hung
low, and seemed to deaden the voice of the speaker.

Q. Were there any expressions heard by you of approval or disap-

proval as Judge Johnston went on?—A. No, sir; I think that they
were generally satisfied with Judge Johnston's remarks. I don't know
whether it would be iiertinent to the matter or not, but before the speak-
ing opened I was consulted with some others wiiether they wou!d have
a joint discussion. I agreed that I was opposed generally to joint dis-

cussions; but that 1 had such a high resi>ect for Judge Johnston as a
moderate mild man that I would advocate with him, and some of them
remarked that he was so mild and persuasive in his manner tha.t he was
more dangerous than a more hostile bitter man, and preferred he would
not speak ; but it was ruled that he should be heard ; and from what I

saw I think that his speech was well received. I could occasionally

hear a word, but I had been a little unwell, and in the order of speaking,
knowing that I would be perhaps the thir<l

ABOUT THE FIRING.

Q. You mentioned that you saw some firing. Were you situated so

that you could distinguish who the persons were that were firing ?—A.
No, sir ; I did not know Vvho fired the first shot. I didn't know any-
thing about the first part of the diiiiculty except from newspaper reports

and from persons who were there.

Q. But the shots that 30U did see fired?—A. No, 1 could not distin-

guish who they were.

Q. Do you know whether they were fired by white or black persons ?

—

A. No, 1 do not know that 1 could state that. I know my own impres-
sion very well. I suppose the nearest firing to me was one hundred
yards oft; I expect fully a hundred yards. It v.'as about one hundred
and fifty yards from the stand where I was sitting in the buggy, and
there vras an immense crowd around us so that I could not see anybody
who was using a weapon, and after the crovv'd dispersed the shooting
was all around in every direction. There was a good deal of under-
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growth and little bushes where there had been a cotton-field, and occa-

sionally parties were obscured by that brush and undergrowth.
1 could not say now that I saw distinctly any one firing a shot; that

is, that I knew. 1 could not tell from the firing, I supposed they were
white men mixed in with the colored men ; but I could not state any-

thing positive in regard to that.

UNIVERSAL SUFFRAGE AN OCCASION OF DIFFICULTY.

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. How long did you state that you had been identified with the
people of Mississippi 1—A. I have been here over twenty-five years.

Q. What is the occasion, in your opinion, of this difficulty between
the races heref—A. Well, there are a number of causes, sir. The first

cause was admitting the colored people to the right of suffrage.

Q. That was a very new question and raised feeling?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Before I ask you in regard to the course of the State authorities

in this very difficult time, I want to ask what part has the administra-

tion of the State, in the hands of Governor Ames, had toward creating

this feeling or fostering tbis feeling of bitterness between the races that

led to this state of things that you described.—A. Well, in that I would
be compelled to state pretty much my own opinion, drawn from facts

that I was an eye-witness to.

GOVERNOR AJIES CRITICISED.

Q. And that I want you to state; give us some idea of that.—A. At
the time, my advice was prompt and pointed, and it was opposed by
some prominent republicans, i)articularly by the administm-tion of Gov-
ernor Ames. 1 will state, in the first place, that 1 thought at the time,

and I believe so now, that 1 did more to get Governor Ames the nomina-
tion for governor than any single person in the State. I did not like the

course that Governor Alcorn had pursued, and I thought that he had
acted very badly toward the party. I am a republican, and being a
republican I am also a Mississii)pian and a southerner. My object has
been to mete out equal and exact justice to all men without regard to

any condition that had previously surrounded them.
1 did not like some proceedings of Governor Alcorn, and did all I

could to defeat his wing ot the rei)ublican party, and myself and others

succeeded in getting the nomination for Governor Ames. I was his

staunch friend and adviser, and consulted with him a good deal, and
he frequently asked my advice. Most every person thinks his own
course is right, but I became alienated, whether justly or unjustly I

would not say, and ceased to approach him; but when the difficulty

broke out at Vicksburgh, and prior to that, I urged those that had im-

mediate access to the governor that he should go down to Vicksburg
and take Judge Johnston, a few such men as he, and some warm repub-

licans, prudent, discreet men, white and colored, and try to settle the

ditficulty there. Frequently heated disputes arose betwixt the two
wings of the party. It was suggested that I wished to get Governor
Ames killed off. I told them that that was the only way to settle the

difficulty ; that a serious and bloody difficulty was brewing rapidly, and
that we could not meet opposing ranks in the open field in fight—we
could not do it ; it was no use to talk about it ; we had the numbers but
we hadn't the organization and could not organize, and it would have
been imprudent to have done it.

THE VICKSBURG AND CLINTON DIFFICULTIES.

I was for peace, and for sacrificing a little feeling for the sake of

peace. The friends of Governor Ames advised him not to go, and he
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did not go. I will state here, as wishing to be just to all parties, that

had 1 been in Vicksbuig 1 would not have consented that an armed
force should come into the town, and I will say further that if 1 had
been there I feel certain now, and did then, that I could have gone out
without a weapon and turned back the colored element. I have several

times thrown myself in the breaches, and have never failed to succeed;
but the difficulty occurred at Vicksburg, and the Clinton riot was a nat-

ural offshoot that sprung naturally out of the Vicksburg difficulty. I

so thought at the time, so expressed myself, and believe so yet. I did

not approve of the course that Governor Ames pursued. 1 thought he
should have called around him some better advisers. He had around
him some very good men, and I thought some very indiscreet advisers.

I was gratified eventually to find out that all i>arties, and I called atten-

tion at the time when the thing was developing and ripening into diffi-

culty, that they would see that the course I advised was tbe prudent
course, and they would have to come to it, and they finally did do it.

MOST SICKENINa AND HEART-EENDINa SHOOTING.

I suppose that ordinary prudence at the time could have stopped the
difficulty at Clinton, that sprung, as I said, naturally out of the difficulty

at Vicksburg. After that had taken place, I came up here on the first

train that came on, and found a large force here. Mr. Johnston, that
just testified, was, I think, in the crowd. Judge Johnston came up with
me ; and I asked of them to do all they could to stop the difficulty. I

asked them not to go down, as I thought it would be indiscreet to go
down ; that perhaps it would stimulate more difficulty; but I knew some
of them—Frank Johnston, the gentleman that has just testified—

I

knew that he was a very discreet and competent man, and I think I

addressed him personally, and asked him to use all his influence to stop
any further difficulty ; tbat I thought it was all over. They went down,
and I think, from the reports they made to me, and from what we heard
from republicans and democrats, that their visit was beneficial. But
the next day the shooting was continued by a band of men from some
quarter, I don't know where. Some said from Vicksburg ; others denied
it; bnt they moved around in the country, killing or destroying Hie,

until it became one of the most sickening and heart-rending things that
I have ever witnessed in my life.

DEMOCEATIC OFFEBt^ TO GOVERNOR AMES.

This gentleman, Mr. Johnston—I don't know the fact, except from his

own statement and the statement of other parties, and other facts that
corroborated it—offered their services to Governor Ames to suppress
further difficulty, and offered, I was told—and I state this to give you
my opinions in regard to the actions of the administration—they offered

to go forward and be sworn in as special deputies, without any charge
to the State, to suppress any further difficulty, and arrest and bring in

every man to trial, and see that he was prosecuted and a fair trial had.
I had urged then that they should be accepted. I opposed the arming
of the militia, opposed it all the time, and told them that we could not
possibly oppose the democracy ; and in saying democracy, I do not wish
it to be considered a reflection on the whole i^arty. Some of my very
best friends are among the democrats, and I suppose 1 have got some
enemies among the republicans; but I know human nature well enough
to know that one party could not be arrayed against the other in open
hostility and succeed. I knew that we would have to submit to incon-
venience and to offenses; I knew we had been doing it ; I had been doing
it myself. 1 have done it for the example, and have called the negroes'
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and others' attention to it, that I have been persecuted and trodden
down, and they must submit ; that it was natural that there should be
I)rejudices ; that thej^ always had existed, and that they would gradually
wear out, and eventually we would reach a better understanding, as the
prejudice died awa^-, and the rights of all parties would be understood
and recognized ; that they must wait patiently until that time came. I

could not approach Governor An:ies, I had no influence with him. but
I hung with a great deal of anxiety and earnestness about his most inti-

mate friends and advisers, and urged them to push that point—to accept
of anybody that would stop this blood-letting.

THE OFFERS ARE REFUSED.

Q. Your whole scheme was one of conciliation, then ?—A. Yes, sir

;

entirely one of conciliation. I knew that we conld not fight; that that

was perfect nonsense, and that we would have to conciliate, and we
could not afibrd to conciliate by putting arms in the hands of the

colored people "to check up"—! was going to say—the democratic
party ; but there is a large portion of the democratic party that are

peaceable and well disposed. It is only the wild and ungovernable
portion that gives character to the whole concern ; and when their blood

is once up, and excited feelings aroused, and prejudices stirred up, good
men, otherwise prudent, would be involved in it, and take sides event-

ually with their own party. That is a very natural thing. Well, they
made an eflbrt, and did get ui) the militia. They refused to accept the

]>roffers made from some of the best citizens, and I think some as good
citizens as I ever knew in my life.

Q. \^ou mean to say that Governor Ames's administration refused

their aid to assist in conciliating matters ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Y"ou attributed the outbreak at Glinton to be in consequence of

this difliculty at Vicksburg '?—A. 1 think it sprang naturally out of

ttiat.

Q. And the feeling at Vicksburg you traced to the policy pursued
by Governor Ames in regard to that diiiiculty t—A. No; but I think

he could have sto[)ped it. I would have gone there had I been gov-"

ernor. 1 would have taken, as I suggested to his friends, a few such
men as Judge Johnston, Judge Campbell, now of the supreme couit,

and some warm re[)ublicans, Judge Tarbell, General McKee, and some
colored men, i)rudent men, and men of property and standing, and
would have gone there and consulted with the parties. In making this

remark, I do not justify the course pursued by the people of Vicksburg
in stirring up this riot.

THE EEPUBLICAN WINGS.

Q. I did not understand you to saj' that at all ; I merely speak of

your criticism upon the way Mr. Ames met it.—A. Yes, sir. He did

not meet it right, sir.

Q. May I ask you whether his course in this respect alienated from
him a large body of the republican party ?—A. I think it did, sir.

Q. Did that lead to a schism in the ranks of the republican pt.:ty in

the last election ?—A. There was, as I remarked, two wings to the

party. There had been a conflict between the Alcorn wing an<l the

Ames wing, and it continued to widen ; and this difihculty, his pui suing

that course, still further widened it, imd it was widened ou this account.

Some said, and justly, I suppose, "Why, you just tight otf things;

that the law was oi)en, and if tlie republican office holders an<l some
objectionable parties had done wrong, ai)peal to the law." I knew that

when passions were aroused the law was very slow in its course to rega-
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late things. Some disapproved the governor's sacrificing his dignity

by going into a crowd that way, or going to the city. I told them that
dignity was nothing, while lite and death, and a large number of lives,

perhaps, would be involved. I think that he could have conciliated
;

I would have made the attempt. I believe it could have been done,
and I think so yet.

Q. Can you state any act of a conciliatory charaeter in regard to this

feeling toward the opponents of his party during his administration "?

—

A. Well, I do not know of any special act. He did acts, I think, that I

remarked at the time he thought he was doing something that he
expected would j)roduce a better state of feeling. He was taking some
new fledged rej)ublicans around him that a good many thought became
republicans for the loaves and fishes.

Q. Was his conciliation confined to the distribution of his patron-

age ?—A. No. I mentioned that, as I think he intended it as a con-

ciliatory course.

Q. Was that intended as conciliation, or to strengthen him in the

State ?—A. 1 can just give my opinion, that while he was doing that he
was alienating a great many of his friends, and making his chances for

what he was accused of—getting into the United States Senate again

—

less. He may have thought that he was strengthening it; but the
most of us concluded that he was trying to conciliate, and that it was
bad judgment that prompted him in that course ; that it would have
been better to have united the party and bound them together and
made them as one, instead of trying to get up an Ames wing.

THE PEARL RIVER, SCHEME.

Q. Do you know anything of a scheme called the Pearl River im-

provement, by which the public lands of the State were given to some
parties upon condition ?—A. Nothing but what the newspapers have
spoken of, and the acts of the legislature, and did not know anything
about it personally.

Q. You have no personal knowledge, and cannot therefore speak 1

—

A. No, sir ; nothing at all.

PERFECT QUIET IN FAYETTE.

Q. I observe your home is in Fayette, Jefl'erson County, some dis-

tance from here. Were you there on the day of the election ?—A. Yes,
sir.

Q. What was the character of the election in the county as to peace
and good order?—A. Perfect quiet; I don't remember now of having
heard a single harsh expression.

Q. Were you in many other counties during the canvass?—A. No ; I

canvassed very little. I did not like the condition of things, and I merelj"

wanted to defeat a certain set.

" MOSTLY PEACEABLE " SINCE, BUT " SOME MURDERS AND A GREAT
DEAL OF BLOODSHED."

Q. Since the election has taken place, what has been the general temper
and condition of the country, peaceful or otherwise, since last fall ?—A.
Mostly peaceable ; there have been some murders and a great deal of

bloodshed.

Q. Where?—A. Well, in different places around.

Q. Stale the places.— A. I do not know. W^e are so familiar with

those things here that we make no note of them hardly. I was reading
in a paper only today of a Utile difficulty that occurred in Vicksburgh
only on Saturday last, of shooting and killing.
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Q. Do you know what the cause of it was*?—A. No; except from the

papers.

Q. Was it purely a personal difficulty ?—A. I suppose so, according

to the papers.

Q. Well, have these things of which you speak political origins, or are

they personal disputes settled in this way ?—A. The most of them, 1

think, are personal disputes. The temper of the people has become
exceedingly soured. There has been a state of feeling, a state of irrita-

tion, a continued irritation, so that the passions of the people are easy

aroused ; the disposition to give way is becoming more and more appa-

rent. I find it in myself j I do not think 1 am as patient as I was three

or four years ago.
THREATS ON THE STUMP.

Q. What are you impatient against?—A. Well, I do not like to be

disputed in my course. 1 sometimes check myself up and find that I

am foolishly giving way to passion that did not have its origin—that

there was no sufficient cause in the act itt^elf ; and I have been very much
ashamed of myself. I think it is from the fact that I feel that I have

been very much—hin-e been trodden down. 1 am naturally very fierce

myself when aroused, and I do everything to keep out of it. 1 have
been in a great many places during the canvass where shots have been

fired around me, and threatened if 1 did not come off" the stand they

would kill me, and 1 told tbem to shoot.

Q. When was this '?—A. This was several years ago.

Q. I was more particularly inquiring about the canvass of 1875 and
the events since that time.—A. 1 think the tendency of all parties from
the hostilities that have been, demonstrated that the people are less

amiable, and I think that these things have worked upon my own feel-

iugs; and these shootings and murders that occur, although a great

many of them are private difficulties and disputes, I think that the

minds of the people are prepared for it pretty much by a hostile state

of things.

COURSE OF PAPERS THE CAUSE OF BLOODSHED.

Q. is this the state of atlairs throughout this State?—A. I think so,

sir. 1 have remarked that where the i)apers have been very bitter there

has been more lile taken and more blood shed; and where the papers

have been of a moderate aud conciliating character, I have made this

remark to my friends— 1 have called attention of other parties to it

—

aud they have agreed with me that the tierce spirit manilestly kindled

by the papers and by the hot, restless, and impetuous citizens has had
a tendency generally to

EFFECT OF THE COURSE OF THE STATE ADMINISTRATION.

Q. Let me ask you, do you consider that this condition of affairs of

which you speak as existing in the State, was owing in any degree to

the course of the State administration within the last lew years?—A. I

do, sir,

ME. KORDHOFF'S LETTERS.

Q. Do you give it chief weight as a cause 1—A. Well, I do not know.

It is a hard matter to give a perfect understanding aud perfect descrip-

tion of things with perfect consistency. 1 have never seen but one let-

ter-writer yet that was master of the subject—a gentleman from New
York that traveled through here. I read his letters, but 1 cannot call

his name just now.
Q. Was it Nordholf ?—A. Nordhoti"; that's his name.

Q. Do you consider that those letters i)resent a fair picture of the state
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of tbiugs here?—A. Some of tbem. Some of tbem I do not think did

;

but in two or tbree of bis letters, and I do not know which now—I have
got one of tbem, I think, marked and laid away in my otfice, which is a

true statement of facts.

Q. There is a chapter in that book, 1 believe, on Mississippi?—A.
Yes, sir; I think that I marked one of the letters as a true and correct

statement, and called the attention of my friends at the time to it.

Q. Do you remember the chapter on Mississippi?—A. I did not read
the book.

Q. You saw it in the newspapers!—A. Yes, sir; only a few letters.

1 think I have the letter that I was particularly- struck with in my papers.

Q. Is it long ?—A. Yes, it is lengthy. I being a republican, and be-

ing a citizen, and expecting to live in the South, all my interests are

here, or most of them at least, and starting out with a new doctrine to

advocate the rights of a newiy-enfranchised people, I knew that 1 would
have to meet with difficulties, and I knew that I would have to bear up
under many reproaches, and I was anxious that w^e should give as little

chance for complaint, and I knew that we would have to do it, and
last winter I went to some of the leaders of the legislature, prominent
and active parties, and talked with them in regard to some acts they
were about to pass; I told them that they ought not to pass them. I

condemned Governor Ames very much for signing the bills. The Gat-
ling gun law was one, and one was the law appointing tax-collectors

;

that was anti-republican and opposed to the principles of the party, and
opposed to the principles of republicanism anyway.

WHY ENFRANCHISEMENT DISTURBS THE PEACE.

By the Chairman :

Q. You spoke some time ago of the enfranchisement of the negroes
as having contributed in some way to disturb the peace of the State.

Will you explain your views on that subject "?—A. It is very natural ; a
"Northern man cannot understand it as well as a Southern man ; but it

was very natural that strong opposition should spring out of the tact of

their having the right to vote, and they did not stop to reason about the

iustice of the matter. That hostility never ceased, and those who took an
early part in it, although the better class of the democrats, 1 suppose, for-

gave them—I think that with regard to myself I have got some warm
friends among the democracy, who give me credit for honesty of purjiose

and a disposition to do justice. I do not think that they have any unkind
feelings upon that ground ; but there are to this day, and only recently

I read it in a democratic paper, that they never would forgive persons
who took part against them. That sprang out of a little controversy
between two papers, one intensely republican and the other intensely

democratic, and the republican remarked that they were no more dis-

posed to keep the bleeding wounds open than the democrats were, and
I called attention to this article in the democratic paper. It was not
proposed ever to forgive and to become conciliated with those who took
part with the republican party. I do not think it is general at all, but
there is still that feeling, and it will never die out with this generation.

TURBULENT CHARACTERS INFLUENCE COilMUNITIES.

"While I condemned Governor Ames, I also condemned the parties in

the opposition, that they could have appealed to the law, and what the

the law decided they should abide by. I am perhaps more rigid in my
criticisms upon men of my own party than upon the democracy, I wished
to act in such a manner that they could find no excuse, and as I have often

said and thought, and think now, that if we had been a little more pru-
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dent we might have won over some of the milder democrats to approve
of onr course, ami their iuflueuce would have been perhaps suflBcient to
have checked up the worst element in the party, which I am glad to
say I do not believe is very large, but it gives character. ( ne turbu-
lent man is acquiesced in in a neighborhood, and perhaps he will give
character to that whole neighborhood, and those that could check him
up and did not do it have to suffer a good deal of the same kind of rep-
utation that he is winning for himself.

A HOT TEVIE AFTER THE CLINTON RIOT.

By Mr. Ca^ieron:

Q. You stated that, after the difficulty at Clinton, bands perambulated
the country and committed excesses. Who were those bands, whites or
blacks, from the information that you have?—A. They were white people,
and I tell you that it was a very hot time, and the most prudent men had
to be very cautious. I saw the thing brewing and left the State, because
I was apprehensive that there was going to be more blood shed than
there was; I went to Saint Louis, and watched the papers—the tele-

grams—for some time; and it was a good while before I would return.
I wanted things to quiet down, and I heard my name mentioned by some
person, I was told in the neighborhood of Clinton, that I was a "repub-
lican; and I was told afterward—I saw them watching me—that there
was a negro man killed that they persuaded to go out with them that
da^', (I don't know who the party was;) and I gave him or some one a
severe lecture for telling who I was, in the state of excitement. They
might simply know that I was republican, without knowing any of mj'^

acts, and they might suppose that I merited death, and I might be shot
down.

Q. Were you apprehensive of personal danger to yourself, Judge?

—

A. Yes, sir. Not from i)ersons that knew me ; but I expected to have
seen this city just drenched with blood. I looked for nothing else, and
got out of here. In the general blood letting, I supposed that I would
not be distinguished from anybody else that belonged to the paity. They
would merely say that " He is u man that made speeches and helped
build up the party, and he is responsible; take him off." T do not know
that there were any threats made; but there was something in the
atmosphere that you in the North know nothing about, but we know
here. I have never shrunk from going to speak. I have made speeches
when they have made threats, and I sometimes swear when excited and
curse back at them pretty sharp ; and they flourished pistols and called

names ; and invited me to their houses afterward.

FIFTY murders AFTER THE CLINTON RIOT.

Q. From the best information that you have, Judge, how many col-

ored persons were killed subsequent to the Clinton riot?—A. I can only
saj- now—1 could not take up individual cases and count them up—but
from the reports in different directions I do not think there were less

than fifty murdered after the Clinton riot. Some estimate thirty, but
that was my remark, that I do not think there were less than fifty of them
shot down. There is one thing that occurred at the depot. There was
a colored man came up right off of the field just after I had got to the
depot, and he was attacked by two men. I don't know who they were.

Q. Two white men?—A. Yes, sir. They drew their pistols, and he
charged them with being the instigators and causing the shooting. They
tried to stop him. It was at that ti:iie and I thought he was very indiscreet,

and I expected to see some shooting, and I left and went behind the depot
or some of the buildings there ; and I remarked to him afterward that he
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was very iinprudeut ; and 1 remarked to some others tbat I never saw-

more daVing courage exhibited by anybody tlian he showed on that

occasion. Since then I have understood that be has been killed.

FEELING OF DREAD AND INSECURITY AMONG THE REPUBLICANS.

Q. State whether immediately after the diiSculty at Clinton there

was or was not a general feeling of insecurity and dread among the

republicans, and particularly among the colored republicans, of that

locality, and to some extent throughout the State.—A. O, yes. There
were a great many who came to me and told me they would not go to

the polls, and that they would advise their friends to vote the democratic
ticket, and the only way to have peace was to do ^o ; that their lives

were insecure. I felt satisfied that that would be the course pursued to

a great extent. I predicted that the State would go democratic, but I

did not think it would go so as largely as it did, and I do not think that
anybody did. I do not think I am easily intimidated ; I have encoun-
tered some very dangerous-looking things, but 1 got out of the State.

I did not tell anybody, except one or two friends, what I was going for,

and 1 felt no apprehension from anybody that knew me. I do not think
that that man lives that knows me would intentionally wrong me, but
M'hen persons' prejudices are aroused they cannot take in and digest a
fact as well as a cool and calculating j)erson. I never intentionally

wronged any man, and would not do it.

In joining the republican party, I was among the first in this State to

defend the right of suffrage, which was given to the colored people from
necessity, and was the only safety that ihey had. I o})posed their voting
in the first place until I saw that the only safety that they had was in the
ballot ; that they must be a power to make themselves felt by the polit-

ical parties, and I knew that the Government would have to stand by
until their rights were secured. I then hoped, even if it defeated the
republican party at the time, that there would be something that would
spring up that would divide and lead a portion of the democratic ranks
with us ; but still 1 hoped that we should have enough of our own party
left to carry the republican ticket. I was in hopes that something would
spring up and some of the colored j^eople would side off to the demo-
cratic party, and that a conciliating spirit would be shown by all par-

ties : but in doing that I still hoped that there would be enough left that
we could carry the rejiublican ticket.

POLITICAL EFFECT OF THIS FEELING.

Q. What effect, if any, did this feeling of dread and insecurity have
in preventing the republicans from voting in the State?— A. Some of
the colored men came out with letters and advised their friends to vote
the democratic ticket, as they felt themselves insecure to vote the repub-
lican ticket ; and I will say here that they put up some very objection-

able candidates on the republican ticket. In my county, there were two
republican tickets, and I took side with what I regarded as the most
liberal of the two.

Q. Why did these colored men who published the letters of which you
have spoken advise their friends to vote the democratic ticket; what
reasons, if any, did they give?—A. Some of them told me. I cannot
recollect of but one who wrote a letter, a man by the name of Johnson
here, and he was severely censured by the republicans ; and he was
talking with me. I told him that I did not blame him for his course, that
if I had been here I should have voted for Judge Johnston on the dem-
ocratic ticket. I should have voted for Caldwell for senator, who was a
colored man, and who has since been killed. There were a great many
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republicans who cut up their tickets. We had had things our own way
so loug that the less prudent and discreet thought we were perfectly in-

vincible, and all we had to do was to make a formidable show of num-
bers, and the thiug was done. I told them winter before last that the
storm was coming ; I knew it was comiug, and I felt certain that we
would lose the legislature.

Q. Were you of the opinion that the republicans exceeded the demo-
crats numerically in the State ?—A. O, very largely.

APPALLING MURDEKING AFTER THE CLINTON RIOT.

Q. Why, then, did you think that the democrats would carry the elec-

tion ?—A. Well, 1 told some of my republican friends that a large num-
ber of republicans would not stand the course that was being pursued

;

that it was cause for offense. It was true that the State was not much
in debt, but the taxes were heavier than the people were used to paying,
and it was being felt and complained of; and whether there is a just

cause of complaiut or not, when people commence to complain they are
going to be heard. I knew that, and 1 waute<l to take all just com-
plaint or reasonable complaiut away from them, so that they should
have no excuse. I remarked myself to some of my friends that they
would not stand it, and that I would not myself. I advocated the elec-

tion of J udge Johnston. The murdering after the Clinton riot was truly

appalling; it was terrible.

Q. Was it a murdering of the negroes or a murdering of the whites ?

—

A. O, of the negroes ; there were two or three white men, I think re-

publicans, that were killed.

Q. How many white democrats were killed, that you have knowledge
of?—A. 1 don't think there were any of them ; 1 do not remember any
except the three that were killed on the day of the riot.

THE MURDERS DETERRED REPUBLICANS PROM VOTING.

Q. I ask you whether or not the tact of these murders deterred the
colored rei)ublicaus from going to the polls and voting?—A. O, 1 think
it did, sir ; I have no doubt about that.

RELATIVE RACE POPULATION IN JEFFERSON COUNTY.

Q. Is the county in which you reside a republican or democratic
county—understood to be?—A. It is largely rei)nblican, sir.

Q. What is the proportion in number of the two races in your
county?—A. About three to one republican. There were, too, a good
many whites who voted the rej)ubliean ticket there; there was no dem-
ocratic ticket run in that county.
The Chairman. Jefferson County had, in the census of 1870, 3,215

whites and 10,633 colored.

NUMBER OF 3LEN KILLED AFTER CLINTON.

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. You were asked by one of the committee to give the number of
men killed at Clinton after the riot?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And you stated that there were estimated from thirty to fifty?

—

A. Y^es, sir; some i)laced it at thirty. I placed it myself, without being
able to count one, two, and three—1 just made a rough estimate, and
just called it fifty.

Q. Do you know the names of any one of those fifty men ?—A. I am
not good at remembering names. There are some i)arties that I was in

conversation with a day or two before ; one was, 1 think, the man I ad-
vised not to go out, and he was killed the same evening that he went out

j

I don't remember his name.
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Q. You spoke, for instance, of a colored man who drove you or some
one down to the station and behaved bravely?—A. Drove Judge John-
ston.

Q. You stated that you heard afterward that that man was killed ?

—

A. No ; the man that came up to the station just after I got there, and
was attacked by some men.

Q. It was another man
;
you spoke of a man who came up and be-

haved with courage in your presence ?—A. That was the one, and he
charged the two white men that they were the instigators of the diffi-

culty there ; and there were some hard words used, and he shook his finger

at them and told them that they knew that they were guilty, and they
cursed back. I cannot call his name now.

Q. You said that you understood afterward that he was killed ?—A.
Yes, sir; some time ago.

Q. Do you know whether he was killed ?—A. I do not.

Q. Do you know whether he is alive or dead to-day ?—A. I do not.

Q. Have you any better knowledge in regard to any of those fifty than
you have in regard to him ?—A. I did not see a single one, sir.

Q. Would you state, as the basis of your knowledge in regard to this

fifty or thirty men, that it was a matter of hearsay whether they were
killed or not; that the newspaper reports and flying reports are what
you base your statements on ?—A. Yes, sir.

By Mr. McDonald :

Q. You were asked, Judge, if, after the Clinton riot, armed men were
not perambulating the country and shooting negroes. Were not those
armed men confined to the armed force that gathered there at Clinton,

partly from here and from other parts of the country !—A. I have no
knowledge who they were.

Q. It was in the neighborhood of Clinton only ?—A. No ; it covered a

large scope of country.

Q. Did you have any knowledge of that except these flying reports

that you heard ?—A. O, no.

Q. Nothing at all except the rumors floating in the country ?—A. Yes,
sir.

Q. Were you back at Clinton at any time shortly after the 4th of

September!—A. No; 1 have not been there at all, but just passed
through on the cars.

Q. You never went there to make any inquiries about it ?—A. No, sir.

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. Are you personally acquainted with Mr. Frank Johnston ?—A.
Yes, sir.

Q. Have you known him a long time ?—A. I have known him for

several years.

Q. Y'ou consider you are well acquainted with his character ?—A. I

think I am, sir.

Q. If Mr. Johnston told you that he had made a very thorough exam-
ination of that riot from beginning to end by a visit to that place, and
the examination of a number of witnesses there a few days after the oc-

currence, would you implicitly rely upon what he told you was true
about it?—A. Anything that Mr. Johnston would state from his own
knowledge I would believe. I have a very high respect for Mr.
Johnston. I think he is one of the cleverest men I ever met with. I

think he is a very high-toned gentleman. A half-grown boy went from
here had his arm shot to pieces. ] don't remember his name now, but
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be gave me a good deal of infonuation. I got infonnation from others

—

eye-witnesses. I don't really know tlieir names; but I don't think the

estimate of the killing at Clinton, and around there, was ever estimated
at less than 30.

By Mr. McDonald :

Q. At Clinton, and in that immediate vicinity ?—A. Yes, sir. When
speaking of Clinton it generally was understood to include a radius of

4 or 5 miles around there.

By Mr. Cameron :

Q. If Mr. Frank Johnston made a statement that he had made a

thorough examination, would you conclude that that was absolutely true

or merely that he really believed that he Jiad made a thorough exami-
nation ?—A. I would not conclude anything; but whatever Mr. Johnston
would investigate and state upon his word of honor, that I would give
credit to. In short I do not know a man for whose moral worth I have a
higher respect than I do for Frank Johnston's. Still I think he was liable

to be mistaken, as he was not present at all these things, and I

kuow that when they went down there that night the excitement was
terrible, and the accusations went backward and forward, and there is

very little proof and but few facts that could be got at to fix the origin

of the difficulty. I have heard persons from close by, and from different

places arouml, who gave slightly different versions. One that was
standing directly and checking upCiildwell, who is now dead—checking
up the difficulty—he saw things that transpired immediately in front of

him ; and olhors standing around saw things little differently, and did not
see exactly what he did, some little variation in the statement of mate-
rial points.

1 merely state this, in my leaving the State I found that my advice,

my idea of the course to be pursued was not followed. I knew from
the circumstances, and from my knowledge of the law and constitution,

and having seen from Washington City the expressions of President
Giant aud some of the Cabinet, it was impossible to get troops here.

I am opposed to troops any way. I have never been benefited by them,
and I knew that the thing would have to be managed by our own pru-

dent course, and that we would have to use actions and words that

would be conciliatory. And that was the course that I advised, and
when I could not succeed in that, to save myself I had all my property
insured and left the State.

G. T. SWxiNX—HINDS COUNTY.

Jackson, Miss., June 10. 1S7G.

Geoege T. Swann sworn and examined.

PEKSONAL STATEMENT.

By the Chairman :

Question. What is your profession and occupation at present ?—An-
swer. A lawyer by ]irofession originally, but have not practiced it for

a long time. At present am clerk of the United States court of this

district.

Q. Mow long have you resided in this city %—A. I have been a citizen

of Mississippi since October, 1830.

Q. Had you personal knowledge of the political canvass of 1S75; if

so, will you state to the committee what it was?—A. I had not much
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personal knowledge or personal observation. I was very frequently in-

formed of the progress of the canvass by report, sir.

Q. Did yon take any part in it yourself?

—

A. No, sir; 1 did not,

Q. Did yon attend any meeting?—A. I was acting chief supervisor of

elections for this district, and confined myself exclusively to my office.

Q. Did you have any reports made to you hy persons engaged ofSci-

ally in your district !—A. There were very few. After the election a
few of the supervisors commenced to make reports to me, very brief

reports; and about that time the circuit court was held, and the district

judge who held the court instructed me that those reports were not re-

quired. These local reports were not required, and afterward when it

was proposed to make reports I declined to receive them, as the judge
had informed me that they were not required.

Q. Did you attend any political meeting during the season ?—A. Only
one.

HE ATTENDED THE CLINTON BARBECUE.

Q. Where was that?—A. I attended at a barbecue at Clinton early

in September—the 4th day of September, I think.

Q. Will you state to the committee what occurred there ?—A. A great
deal occurred there that day, bat I can only stare what occurred within
my own i)ersonal observation. I suppose you only wish that.

The Chairman. We will take that first.

The Witness. I was attracted by an advertisement to hold a barbe-
cue at Clinton, and the re^)ort that there would be a number of political

speakers there on that day, and I went from this place on the Uiuraiug
train to Clinton. I remained there duriug the da;y until this diliicalty

occurred. Alter it was over I made my way home as soon as I could
get there. I was present at the time the outbreak occurred ; not iu.me-

diately at the scene of the occurrence, but wiihiu, I suppose, some iiity

or sixty yards of where the difliculty occurred. It commenced under
the hill aiul out of my view. I only heard the firing and comiiiuaon.
I suppose it would be in order to say what I saw "?

The Chairman. Yes, sir.

The W'lTNESS. I can give you some little narrative, by way of intro-

duction, of what I have to say. I spent most of the morning in the
town of Clinton, sitting about ou the sidewalks with my friends eyguged
in conversation, and looking out for friends 1 expected to see. The
ground on which the barbecue took place was about a half a mile from
the town—near a half a mile—and, after looking in vain for company to

go over with me, I 'set out alone to go to the ground. I waited on the
roadside which would be traveled by the comi)auies of clubs who v/ere

coming in, with a view of seeing of what sort of a crowd they were com-
posed. I suppose I remained there nearly an hour—from a half to

three-quarters of an hour—and then retired to the top of the hill to the
grove. I got there, however, before the clubs came in. I merely sa?.' them
at a distance coming up the dilTerent roads. I did not know the num-
ber of then). I am a very poor judge of numbers. I took my stand
not f;ir Irom the speaker's stand after the discussion commenced—some
thirty or forty feet, I suppose, in front of the speakers and near and in

company with Colonel Lake, United States marshal, who happened to

be standing near me, and some one with him, 1 do not remember now;
and I heard the opening speech of the day made by Judge Johnston, of
this city, who was the nominee of one of the political parties.

THE SPEAKING BEGINS—INTERRUPTIONS BY YOUNG MEN.

Q. Which party *?—A. The democratic party, sir. He had beim invited

to divide the day with the speakers selected ou the part of the repub-
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licans, as I understood. I listened to Judge Johnston's speech. He
made a very good, temperate speech on his side of the question, which
was received with very patient attention by the audience, i never saw
a more attentive audience in my life. It was mixed, blacks and whites,

the blacks largely in the avscendency in numbers ; and the judge closed

without any disturbance whatever. Mr. Fisher, in a moment or two

—

Cai)t. n. T. Fisher, of this city—who had been invited to speak in behalf

of the republicans who had at that time no candidate, there having
been no nomination at that time, commenced his speech, and congratu-

lated the audience in a single sentence at the calm, peaceful character of

the meeting and the very friendly intercourse of the two parties, and
expressed a wish and hope that that state of things might continue to

the end of the canvass. He commenced another sentence, and before he
got through there was a voice from a crowd of some ten or twelve, off

to my right, a body of young men who were there talking, which was
very audible and distinct to me, and which I did not know whether Mr.
Fisher heard or not. But at the close of that remark that I mentioned,

that he hoped that friendly state of intercourse would continue through
the canvass, this remark was made, " It would be so if you would stop

telling your damned lies." Well, the remark surprised me and dis-

turbed me at the time, and I spoke to Colonel Lake, who \\as a few feet

in front of me, and asked him, says I, "Colonel Lake, who made that

remaik ?" Before Colonel Lake had time to reply, a gentleman who was
standing immediately to his left turned on me, a young man, and says
he, " That remark was made by my brother," and gave me his name.
" If you want to know," says he, " his name is

—
" and gave me his name.

I do not kiu:>w as it is necessary for me to tell it.

The Chairman. There is no objection at all.

Mr. Bayard. It was a public; remark.
The Witness. He told me his name is Neill. His manner was angry,

as though offended at my asking the question. Says I, " My inquiry is

answered ; I am satisfied." Just as he made that remark I looked to my
right, from the direction in which this voice had come, and I saw a
young man approach me and shaking his hand in an angry way, says,
" I made it ; have you anything to say to mef I waved him off with

my hands. I says, "1 have no words ibr you," maintaining my position

exactly where I stood. Two gentlemen in my rear at that time came to

me and told me, " Judge, you had better come up this way
;
you are in

danger w^here you stand." Says, " You have friends up here." 1 says,
" Well, I have no need of friends here ; I am able to take care of my-
self;" and so I retained my position, and continued to stand as I was.

This disturbance prevented me from hearing anything more from Mr.
Fisher.

A GENERAL COMMOTION.

In less than two minutes, I supi)0se—I do not remember the time

exactly, but it was a very brief period—this crowd of young men
moved oft" right under the hill, toward the bottom, and very shortly

after I noticed a general commotion in the crowd aud a movement in

that direction, and very shortly an eftbrt was made to get the crowd to

come back. One of the supervisors of the barbecue, who was a State

senator, a colored man, was making a considerable effort to get the

crowd to stand still aud hear the speaking. He got down and went off

with the view to get the crowd to return, but he did not succeed.

CRACK OF PISTOLS—SHRIEKS OF WOMEN.

There was a company of musicians had been there, and they com-
menced beating a drum, as 1 supposed to get the crowd back to the stand,
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but tliey beat it with very little effect; and withiu a shorter time than I

have been detailing this to you, I then heard the cracli of what I knew
was a pistol, and very shortly the crack of a good many more, and
there was an immense rush in the crowd and shrieks of women, and men
rusbiijg across the hill in tbe direction in which I stood. I tried to

maintain my position, but could not do so. The crowd rather ran over
me, shoving me along; I went some twenty or thirty yards, I suppose,
and the crowd pushed me along. The first big tree I came to, 1 just

took my stand behind the tree in a different direction from what 1 hud
heard the shooting, and stood there until the crowd surged along across

the hill. The main firing, however, took place—it commenced, as I have
understood it, at the bottom—and it followed a different direction. 1

was up the hill, and went on over the hill. There was no firing imme-
diately where I was, and I saw no person shooting. There was a good
deal of firing afterward, along up the hill and ranging through the

grove. I did not go to it, but maintained my position for safety where
1 first took my staud. As soon as the firing immediately in that quar-

ter ceased, 1 returned to the speakers' stand, which, in the mean time,

had become entirely deserted. One of the men with me was a whits
gentleman, who I saw here this morning—Ca})taiii Estell—who stood

there a few moments. The firing was very rapid, and a good deal of it

over in that part of the grove immediately beyond where I was, and I

could not see it—seeming to be along the Clinton and Vicksburgh road.

Q. Did you estimate the number of reports of i)istols ?—A. No, sir.

That I could not do. A good many. They were few at first, but the

firing was pretty heavy up beyond the top of the hill, and 1 heard ifc

along in the road. There was a good deal of shooting, sir.

Q. Did you see any persons who were injured "?—A. I did, sir.

KETIIEATS FROM THE SCENE OF FIGHTING.

Q. How many ?—A. 1 was going to tell you in a moment. After re-

maining in conversation with Captain Estell a few moments, I thought
I would retreat back to the depot and wait there for the train, and get

out of the melee. 1 went. The distance was very short to the railroad,

from where the speakers' stand was. I went over to the stand, ancl

while there—or rather while going there— I was joined again by Colonel
Lake, who invited me to go with him and hunt his horse, which had
got away. I told him that I did not feel inclined to risk myself on the

back of his horse ; that I thought he had a wild horse ; that I would
take my course up the railroad to the depot. While there in conversa-

tion with Colonel Lake, or just before going on to the railroad, I saw the

only pistol that I saw that day. 1 met a person with a small Smith' &
Wesson pistol in his hand, who seemed to be very much excited and
disturbed, and had the pistol in his hand. Says I, " What are you do-

ing with that pistol f He vvas a colored man. " Well,'' he replied, " I

took it away from a boy a little bit ago, sir. I was afraid he might do
some injury, and I want to give it to whoe\ er it belongs to, but 1 thought
I would take it away from the boy, as I feared he might do some
harm." I looked at the pistol, and saw no sign of its having been dis-

charged. I handed it back to him, advising him without delay to put
the pistol away somewhere, as he might be misconstrued if found in

possession of the pistol. He said he took it away from tbe boy, a very
young boy. I started on the railroad, and had gone up the road but a
very short distance in the direction of the crossing of the main country
road and the railroad, in the direction where I had heard the very
severe firing, but which had cleared off at that moment, and I concluded

20 MISS
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it was ix good time to make my way up, wbeu I met a citizen of Clinton,

I supposed be was, who remarked to me, "Judge, don't yon go in

that direction
5
you are in dauger here. Get off this road immediately."

"Well," sajs 1, "I am not disturbing anybody; I am making my
way to the depot, and I do not suppose anybody wants to shoot me."
Says he, "You are in great danger here; for in a very few moments
there will be a regular firing on this road, and they won't care who
they shoot; they would not discriminate." "Well," says I, "are you
sure of that?" "Well," he says, "1 think there will be considerable
firing down this road in a lew minutes. There will be Winchester
rifles along on this road tiring indiscriminately, and you are in great
danger, judge." Says he, "Go with me, and I will take you out of the
way." Says I, "I dislike to go off of the way, because I want to get
home." Says he, "I will take you to a place of safety, where we can
wait until this ')nclce is over ;" and he took me off" some distance with
Colonel Lake and another old gentleman, of Clinton, who happened to

be on the railroad at the same time looking lor his horses, that were
missing. We all went together; I suf)pose we went 150 yards, over
into a cotton-field, and got under the shade of a tree and lay down in

the grass, and we remained there some twenty or thirty minutes, I

suppose. There was no firing along the road at that time ; I heard
none. After we left the tree, we returned to the scene of this conflict.

Mr. Lake went off' in pursuit of his horses, and Mr. Charlton and
myself walked some distance, looking tor his buggy, which he said

they had left tied there.

WOMEN SEEKING THEIK CHILDREN—A CORPSE—TWO WOUNDED MEN-
MEN VERY BLOODY.

There was a great deal of confusion, running about ; mostly negro
women hunting for their children. Several applied to me to

know if 1 had seen their children. We walked along up to the

top of the hill, where there was a part of an old house remaining, a
dwelling that used to be there, and there 1 saw a woman leaning

over a man prostrate on his back, and moaning at a terrible rate. 1

thought the man was wounded, and was trying to help him. I went to

see it I could render him any assistance. I asked if he was shot. She
says, "Yes ; he is shot. Can't you help him '; Do something for him."

And we looked down and found he was dead. W"e took him and laid

him out straight as we could, and then started away toward town. Just

as we got around the end of the house, the other end from where we
found this man dead, I met a wagon coming up the hill from the direc-

tion where the firing had taken place during the earlier part of the day,

and that wagon contained two negro men in it very severely wounded
;

they were very bloody. 1 do not know their names. They were stand-

ing there ; the wagon was waiting to be taken over the hill. They
were afraid to start out, they said, for fear of the firing which was
going on occasionally over on the ridge road.

ARMED HORSEMEN.
Mr. Charlton and myself engaged in conversation regretful of the

occurrences, having a simihir view of the very excessive injury that the

reputation of Clinton would sustain by the doings of that day. We
started along down toward the city, and as we went along we saw
several parties of men riding up the road from town with their guns in

their hands. They were young men on horseback.

A WHITE MAN SHOT.

'Q. White men or colored men ?—A. White men ; and just as we saw
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them ride, I looked still farther across the road in that directioD, where
there were some negro cabins in front of the house of Mr. Chilton.

Henry Chilton had been killed that day ; at least I understood so ; I did

not see his body. I did not go to his house. I had not seen him since

morning. He was a son of an old friend of mine ; a young man I was
very much attached to. I heard that he had been shot. I saw these
women fleeing in this direction, though I did not see any guns firing at

the time—at the time I saw the women running. That was some time
after the shooting was over. Mr. Charlton and I continued down in the
direction of the depot until we got across the railroad, and up the rail-

road toward the depot.

ARMED AND ANGRY :VIEN.

We met several parties of young men with arms in their hands com-
ing down in the direction of the barbecue grounds on our way up, and
I dissuaded them from coming in that direction, in a general way.
Says I, "Gentlemen, there is no occasion for any demonstrations of

this sort ; I think the more quiet everybody is the better for us."' Af-
terward I went on to the depot, and remained there until the cars came
along in the afternoon, when we came home. There were some very
angry men at the depot—some men armed ; two or three men armed
with heavy guns. I am so little acquainted with weapons of that sort

that I cannot describe them. They were heavy guns, and they threat-

ened they would go up and clean them out—speaking of the negroes—say-

ing that they had heard that the negroes were arming somewhere; at

least I judg'e that they heard some rumor of that kind, though in the
mean time the negroes had cleared the grounds. In thirty minutes I

could not see a negro man about anywhere.

A WOUNDED WHITE MAN.

I had a little conversation with one young man who had been
shot. He was lying at the depot. He had a pistol-shot across
his forehead. It was said he had been shot very early in the com-
mencement, down under the hill. He was the son of a lawyer of
Vicksburgh—a young man named Wharton, a nephew of General
Wharton, late attorney-general of this State. I remained there, I do
not know how long. There was much confusion ; 1 did not take
much note of time while waiting for the cars, and between four and ftve

o'clock the train arrived, and as soon as the train drew up, 1 saw a com-
pany of armed men, I suppose about fifty ; there seemed to be a good
car-load disembark there. I went to them and told them there was no
occasion for this. I knew a few of them personally. I si)oke to one
young man, with a double-barreled shot-gun in his hand, loaded, who
was a relative of mine—a boy who seemed to be about 18 or 20. I just
told him at once that I would make use of some authority, and, says I,

" Percy, I want you to go home to your mother and stay there." He
took it very kindly. " Well," says he, " Captain George, I will do so."

1 saw one other young man there in the crowd, whose father I knew
lived in this city, and when I came home I made it my first business
to go to his father and ask him to send for his son to come home.

ANOTHER ARMED TARTY ARRIVES.

I do not know the an ival of the next company, but it was reported to me
that there was another company on a subsequent train, which I did
not see. I came away, and on mj- arrival at this depot right over there,

I met an armed party just about taking the cars there on that return
train. I knew several of the boys, and says I, "Boys, you are all too

late; there is no occasion for your going to Clinton ; there is no need
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for you there. You had better go home." I do not know whether they
went or not. But that is all I know personally of the occurrences of
that day, only as something should be brought to my memory. These
are the leading facts of that day as they passed before my eyes.

A VICKSBITRGr COMPANY AHMED.
Q. Do you know where this company was from that you met at the

depot at Clinton ?—A. I thiuk I do, from the gentlemen composing it.

They were from Balton's, the next depot west. The second train, 1 was
informed, brought out a company fiom Yicksburgh. At least it was
so stated.

Q. Did these men have on any uniform—any badge ?—A. No uni-

form ; nothing but a gun. This difiQculty must have occurred—I can-
not reckon the time exactly—but the speaking commenced about twelve
o'clock, and I think it was all over before two o'clock. The train ar-

rived from Balton's, and from Vicksburgh by Balton's, this way, I

think, some minutes after four o'clock ; I do not remember.

SENATOR CALDWELL PRESENT.

Q. Who presided at your meeting ; who was president or chairman
of the meeting 2—A. I can hardly tell you. There were quite a number
of men on the stand. The most prominent man 1 saw on the stand
was this Senator Caldwell, State senator from this county, a colored
man ; the man who was shot afterward last fall at Clinton.

THE WITNESS A VIRGINIAN.

By Mr. CA]MER0N :

Q. Of what State are you a native?—A. Virginia, county of Cum-
berland. My father was a native of Eichmond 5 my grandfather of the
same place.

THE WHITE Y^OUNG MEN AT THE BARBECUE.
Q. How many .youngmen were in that company that you first observed

while Mr. Fisher was making a speech ?—A. V/ell, really, I am hardly
able to say. I was endeavoring at the time to catch tlic utterances of
the speaker. 1 should suppose there were from live to ten just in that
bunch. These were young men who had grown up, and I did not kuow
them all.

Q. As far as you know, where were thej' residents'?—A. That I can-
not tell yon. The young man who gave me his name, and his brother,
they are sons of an old gentleman who lives here near Clinton, one of
the old citizens of this county. Young Wharton that I saw afterward,
I do not know where his home is now. He was raised in liaymond

;

his father has recently moved to Yicksburgh, and is a practitioner there.

Q. Did you observe whether any negroes were armed there that day,
or not?—A. Well, sir, I met some negroes about that morning. 1 did
not see a weapon in the hand of a negro that day, except the pistol

that 1 told you about, which was in the hands of this man casually.

By Mr. McMillan :

Q. That was after the disturbance ?—A. That was afterward. It was
very much like a small Smith & Wesson's pistol, but it evidently had
not been used, and he gave me an account of it, which I mentioned.
That was the only pistol that I saw.

THE BLACKS ALL FRIENDLY.

By Mr. Cameron :

Q. Did you observe any hostile and unfriendly demonstrations made
by au3' colored men prior to the corameucemeut of the firing ?—A.
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I did not. On the contrary, I think I never saw a better-tempered

crowd in my life than they universally seemed to be that morning.
They all seemed to be there with their wives and children in the expec-

tation of a frolic and a good dinner. There had been a very bountiful

barbecue. I walked over to where the meat had been cooked. There
was a very bounteous provision of meats cooked, and very well and
nicel}' cooked, too, on the hill, and they all seemed to be in the hope of

a good day. As I remarked before, I was not among the crowd of the
clubs that came up. They came subsequently. 1 went down and took
my seat at a stand some time before the speaking commenced, in com-
pany with some five or six gentlemen, white men, who had gathered
there before the speaking.

THE MEETING A REPUBLICAN GATHERING.

Q. By which political party was the barbecue called "?—A. It had
been gotten up by the republicans, and they had extended an invita-

tion to the opposite party to partake of their barbecue, as I understood
it. Judge Johnson said repeatedly in the morning, in my presence,

that he hoped they would give him a chance to speak ; that he wanted
to speak and go home.

A DEMOCRATIC SPEAKER INVITED AND SPEAKS.

Q. Judge Johnson was the first speaker, a democratic speaker?—A.
Yes, sir ; he went down on the train with me. I have no idea that he
knew of any trouble there.

THE REPUBLICAN SPEAIO^R INTERRUPTED IMMEDIATELY.

Q. How long had Mr. Fisher been speaking when these hostile

demonstrations were made by these young men 1—A. He had not been
speaking a minute, had uttered but one sentence, and that was con-
gratulatory, previous to what he was going to say ; and just as he com-
menced to speak, this remark was made by this young man.

THE CROWD RUNS AFTER THE SHOOTING BEGAN.

Q. You spoke of a crowd surging up from below the hill, past you,
and carrying you with them 1—A. That was after the shooting com-
menced.

Q. Who composed the crowd, colored or white men ?—A. Mostly
colored people and women. They overrun me completely. I never saw
so frightened a gang in my life. Just a little behind me there was a
buggy with some four or five colored persons in it. They were just on
the rear some eight or ten feet. They were all descending pretty
rapidly, and making their way off.

NUMBER OF PERSONS PRESENT.

Q. What number of persons would you estimate were present at the
barbecue?—A. That would be very hard for me to tell, i reckon I am
one of the poorest men to size a crowd. I have never been in military
life, and am not accustomed to numbering large bodies of men. I

suppose that, men and women, there could not have been less than two
thousand people on the ground that day, judging from the size of the
clubs advancing upon the road, and the party of women and children
who were over the hill.

Q. How did the colored and white persons compare that were present
as to numbers ?—A. The colored people were very largely in the major-
ity, very largely. "

.

By Mr. McMillan :

Q. The number of young men from whom you heard the first remark
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of which you spoke, were they white?—A. Yes, sir; they were white
men, young gentlemen, apparently, dressed in their summer light cloth-

ing. I had not seen but one old gentleman go in that direction. That
was one elderly gentleman, who went in that direction, but whether to
speak with those young men or not I am unable to say.

Q. What county is Clinton in ?—A. This county.

Q. How far from Jackson?—A. We call it ten miles, between eight
and ten miles, immediately west.

i:\mENSE CROWDS OF NEGROES DRIVEN INTO JACKSON—WHAT THEY
REPORTED.

Q. Between Jackson and Vicksburgh f—A. Yes, sir ; the first station.

1 do not know whether it is germane to this matter, ])arLicularly, but
as it fell within my observation I will state that, during the week fol-

lowing, this town was infested with immense crowds of negroes, the
most frightened gang of people I ever saw, who represented that bands
of armed men were pursuing them at night and driving them from their

homes. I know nothing of the facts except, simply, the very large
crowds that came in here every night for four or five nights afterward.
I went in among them a good deal. They gathered around the city-

hall, where the United States court is, and I made it my business to go
out in the crowd and try to pacify them, and inquire how the matter was,
and what was their reason for not returning home, kuovving that their
work was needed, and that the cotton was spoiling for their work; and
I invariably received the reply that they were afraid to go back. The^'
came here very hungry, apparently, and in a state of great alarm. Some
of them were very destitute. One morning 1 had breakfast prei)ared
for sixty or seventy of them myself, who had evidently been without
i'ood some time.

By Mr. Bayard:
Q. How long did that state of things continue?—A. They were coming

in here for four or five nights afterward, during the week following this

difliculty. So far as I had an oi)portunity, I endeavored to calm their

fears and induce them to go home to their work.

Q. Had you any knowledge of any actual violence done to any one of

them?—A. None; no personal knowledge.
Q. This is the capital city?—A. Yes, sir.

(>. Who M^as then governor of the State?—A. Ames was governor.

GOVERNOR AMES'S POLICY AS TO ORGANIZING IMILITIA.

Q. Was he here resident at the time?—A. Yes, sir; Governor Ames
sent for me three days after these occurrences, and asked me to give my
observation of things, and I gave them substantially as I have given
them to you. He asked some counsel of me, which I gave him as an old
citizen.

Q. Were you upon intimate terms with Governor Ames?—A. Not at
all, sir. That was the first detailed conversation I ever had with Gov-
ernor Ames. I was friendly in a general way, and belonged to the same
political party ; but 1 had never been taken into his confidence at all.

Q. Do you know whether at that time there was a policy declared by
(lovernor Ames of arming the black people of the State of Mississippi?

—

A. I Unow nothing else than what Governor Ames told me when he sent
for me after this Clinton affair. He told me then, or rather he asked
me what he should do. He asked me my opinion as to his calling out
the militia, and I gave him m^' opinion as to what his duty was. He
told me that his purpose was to prevent a collision if he could between
the whites and blacks of the country.
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Q. May I ask you whether the militia he suggested calling out was
composed of colored people!—A. His call was a general call.

Q. I ask you whether the militia was not at that time composed
generally of colored people?—A. At that time he had not organized a
militia, because it was subsequent to this interview he organized these
companies.

Q. Were the companies organized subsequently composed of whites or
blacks "?—A. I only saw blacks. I think, though, that there was a white
organization here, and at probably other points. I cannot tell you more
than I heard.

Q. 1 am speaking of your knowledge.—A. 1 say I only know of com-
panies of negroes organized aiter this Clinton affair.

Q. Were they armed by the State?—A. Well, I do not know ; 1 sup-
pose they were.

Q. Did they parade and drill here?—A. Drilled a few times in the
public square, near the city-hall.

Q. Here in Jackson "?—A. Yes, sir ; I only know of two companies in

this city.

Q. Do you know that there were others, as a fact within your own
knowledge ?—A. I do not.

Q. Did you learn from him, or other reliable authority, that other com-
panies were organized by him at other towns throughout the State "?

—

A. I have not any knowledge of it. There was great excitement about
his orgtinizing the militia here. It may be a matter of justice that 1

should Siiy to you that he asked my opinion upon that subject. At that
time it A7as a matter of doubt with him what he ought to do, and he so

expressed himself to me.

PROCLAMATION OF GOVEENOR AMES.

Q. ThB result of your interviews with him was that he organized these
black companies ?—A. The tirst result was the governor's proclama-
tion for the people who composed these armed companies in the country
to disperse. He asked my opinion on that subject. I advised him
to issue ftuch a proclamation and couple no threat with it. He said

that that was what he had had in contemplation, and I think, probably
the next cay or a day or two afterward, he issued such proclamation.

Q. Did he tell you at that time that he had applied to the authori-

ties at Washington for troops ?—A. He had not applied then. He con-

sulted with me then upon that question, whether he ought to do it or

whether he ought to call out the militia. The tirst movement of the

governor, of which 1 am aware, after this interview I had with him, was
his proclamation to these people to disperse. The next movement that

1 am advised of was his call on the Executive at Washington for armed
assistance, or for protection, and after the reply he received from Wash-
ington was the call for the militia.

Q. In the manner which you have described?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Which was responded to in the manner which you have de-

scribed I— 4. Yes, sir 5 the order I have mentioned.
Q. When you say you know of but two companies of colored militia

organized here, do you mean to say that there were not other compa-
nies orgimized elsewhere after Governor xVmes's order ?—A. I do not:

not by ary means. 1 think it very probable they may have organized

others elsewhere.

HINDS COUNTY OVERWHEL^UNGLY REPUBLICAN.

Q. V/hat in the fall of 1875, in the month of September, of which
you siKali, was the political complexion of this county—which party
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was predominant !—A. I had supposed up to the election that it was
overwhelmingly a republican county.

Q. Were all the officials of the county republicans at that time ?—A.
Well, sir, so far as 1 know they were, with one exception, and he was
not an otjficer of the county; he was an official of the United States,

under my jurisdiction. He ha[)pened to be a democrat. He had noth-
ing to do with public business any more tban 1 have with tbe State.

KEPUBLICAN POLICE-OFFICEES PRETTY POWERLESS AT THAT TIME.

Q. Were or were not the police powers of the county entirely in the
hands of persons elected by the republican party f—A. Well, sir, the
officials, as I have stated, were, so tar as I know, without exoeptiou, re-

publicans, and of course these powers were in their hands.

Q. Do you comprehend my question ? Were or were not the police

powers of the county entirely in the hands of persons elected by the re-

publican partj' ?—A. Generally they were.

Q. Will you state any excej)tions ?—A. I do not know harlly how I

should x'eply to that question. I think that nominally they were one
thing and practically they were another. 1 tliink that the police author-
ities of the county were pretty powerless at that time to keep order.

Q. I will repeat the question to you.—A. They were republicans.

Q. Exclusively sof—A. So tar as I know, there was not an exception.

So far as I know, the entire public authority of the county of Hinds, of

every sort, at that time was republican.

Q. You stated that you were chief supervisor of that district, under
United States law f—A. Yes, sir; U)y lunction was double, in that I

was clerk of the court at the same time.

CLINTON BARlii:CUE CALLED BY REPUBLICANS ONLY
Q. Was the barbecue of which you have spoken at Clinton sailed as

a general meeting of the two parties ?—A. No, sir.

Q. By whom was it called
''—A. Called by the republicans.

Q. Only?—A. Only.

Q. How came Judge Johnston to speak at it if it was called as you
have described?—A. 1 do not know, sir; 1 know that Judge Johnson
went down on the same train 1 did. He lives here. I was somewhat
sur))rised to see the Judge going, because 1 did not exi)ect to hear dem-
ocratic speeches that day. They had (piite a number of lejjublicau

speakers, among them the governor, and my object really was to hear
the governor speak.

Q. Was Governor Ames there?—A. No, sir; he was not; though
that really carried me there.

JUDGE JOHNSTON'S SPEECH.

Q. What was tho character of Judge Johnston's address?—A. Well,

it was a pretty strong democratic speech, in which he belabored the
republicans.

Q. What was the language you applied to him ? Did you say it was
temperate?—A. I do not know whether 1 did or not; but if not I will

use it now. 1 heard nothing intemi)eiate. It was a very decided demo-
cratic speech. I do not believe that Judge Johnston in his speech
made any eflbrt to produce a disturbance ; 1 do not believe he contem-
plated any such thing.

THE YOUNG MEN WHO CREATED THE DISTURBANCE.

Q, How many young men were in that body from whom this voice

.proceeded, that you lirst heard, creating the disturbance ?—A. I said
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that 1 could not tell exactly. I think there must have been from five

to ten. My look was casual at that crowd.
Q. Then it was a small crowd?—A. Eather a small crowd.
Q. How old were they; what was the general appearance as to age?

—

A. I should not suppose they exceeded five-andtwenty. I saw one
young man, who was killed afterward, who was talking to Mr. Lake, at
the time this remark was made, about some difficulty which had occurred
at Yazoo City a day or two before. His name was Thompson. I
suppose he was twenty-five or twenty-seven years of age.

Q. Were they sons of respectable citizens of the county that you
knew ?—A. Yes, sir ; Thompson was. They had borne a good reputa-
tion generally.

Q. Were these young men under the influence of liquor or not ?—A.
I cannot say, sir ; I think the young man who first replied to me and
used very excited language—from his manner I supposed he had a drop
too much, though it was not very evident.

Q. Then this group of five, or six, or ten young men was the crowd
that moved off around to the loot of the hill ?—A. Yes, sir ; moved out
of my sight; I do not know where. They moved in that direction.

Q. Did you observe any appearance that was unusual about these
five or six young men ?—A. No, sir ; I did not see any except what I
have stated before.

Q. Did you observe any blows struck or any violence before you heard
the lustol tiring ?—A. No, sir ; I had observed nothing unusual. It

was peaceable. The crowd was moving in that direction as though
the object they had in view was to try and hear the speaker.

Q. Did I understand you to say that you did not know whether Cap-
tain Fisher heard the voice interrupting him or not?—A. No, sir; 1 do
not know.

Q. You were nearer to the parties thau he was?—A. Yes, sir; I sup-

pose we were thirty—something more than thirty feet from the speaker.

Q. Was the remark made by this young man to those near him,
to some one near him, or a general remark ?—A. Well, the remark
seemed to be addressed to the speaker, although the intervening crowd
may have prevented him from hearing the remark, though the remark
was one that struck me very forcibly.

Q. A very rude remark ?-^A. Yes, sir ; I think so. That is the rea-

son I asked who made it.

Q. Did Captaiu Fisher stop his address because of that remark ?—A.
I cannot say he did ; 1 do not think that he did because I am not sure

that he heard it. There was considerable noise as the crowd commenced
to move.

Q. You are not aware that the remark stopped the address at all ; his

address continued ?—A. He continued his address, but these other

things occurred soon afterward.

Q. The crowd moved forward and left the stand bare ?—A. A good
deal bare. Nobody came back scarcely.

Q. Was it essentially the fact that the meeting stopped for want of

an audience ?—A. Of course it did, sir. There was nobody to speak to.

The firing scattered the crowd.
Q. As a matter of lact, did you see any one who had discharged a

pistol or struck a blow, yourself?—A. I did not; L kept studiously out

ot the way of that. I was borne by the crowd of men along some 25 or

30 yards 1 suppose.

FRANK JOHNSTON'S INVESTiaATION.

Q. Was an investigation held, an investigation made in regard to
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that distuibauce, and a report ?—A. Well, there was something of the
sort ; there was a report made by a young irieud of mine here by the
name of Johnston—Frank Johnston, who is a son of Judge Johnston.

Q. An intelligent, reliable man ?—A. He is one of the most intelligent
young gentlemen, a man of the highest character, a young lawyer.

Q. Do you know whether as a matter of fact be did or not superin-
tend an investigation of all the facts attending the riot, if I may so call

it?—A. I only know it from the fact of his publishing a report in con-
nection with a number of affidavits. I do not know whether he per-
sonally attended the taking of them or not.

OTHER INVESTIGATIONS.

Q. Do you know whether Governor Ames instituted any investiga-
tion ?—A. I do not know anything further than he sent for me, and we
had this conversation I have spoken of.

Q. Do you know whether he made any further investigation of the
facts than this ?—A. I do not.

Q. Do you know whether the United States officers stationed hci-e

went out to nmke an investigation or not?—A. 1 have no personal
knowledge on that subject at all, nor did I hear whether any United
States ollicers did or not.

Q. When was the next term of the court after that?—A. You mean
the United States court?

Q. No; the State tribunal first?—A. Eeally, I have forgotten; my
impression is that Judge Brown held his court the January following
the State court.

Q. Was there no State court of criminal jurisdiction from the 4th of
September until the 1st of January sitting in this county?—A. You
know we have two circuit courts in this county. It is divided into two
districts. The court is held here for one district, and at Raymond lor

the other, and my memory does not serve me to tell when that court
was held exactly.

Q. You are unable to say whether there was any court of criminal
jurisdiction in session from the 4th of September to the 1st of Janu-
ary ?—A. I am unable to say just now, though I could give you a refer-

ence by which you could ascertain the fact. I paid little attention to it.

Q. When was the next session of the United States court?—A. Held
in November—the first INIonday in November.

Q. Was there any attempt made to indict any person engaged in that
riot in the United States court?—A. Well, sir, I can only judge by re-

sults.

Q. I ask you first, whether any attemi)t was made to indict any per-

son in tbe United States court for complicity in those riots?—A. 1 do
not know what attempts may have been made. Indeed, all I know of
the steps taken by the district attorney in that way w\as the summoning
of a very large number of supervisors that had been aj)[)ointed to su-

perintend the local elections. They were summoned belore the grand

Q. Were you among them ?—A. No, sir ; I w as there, however, to
furnish processes, and he summoned a good many persons—the United
States attorney did.

Q. Were any indictments found?—A. Yes, sir; I know of some in-

dictments found, but not in this county.

Q. I am speaking of this county. Tbey would be found here, if the
disturbance took place in this county?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Were any found in the United States court in connection with
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tbis occurrence which took place at Clinton 'l—A. ]N"one, sir, in luy
court.

Q. Yet, you say that the district attorney did make an investigation,

and sumojou a number of witnesses iu relation to itf—A. 1 do not
know he summoned a number of witnesses in relation to this particular
disturbance; 1 know there was a good many summoned.

Q. Were you a witness ?—A. I was not.

Q. You were a supervisor"?—A. I was. I only know of one witness.
I know of one man summoned, because became and conversed with me
on the subject, and he was summoned before the grand jury.

IMMEDIATE CAUSE OF THE OUTBEEAK.

Q. Are you able to state of your own knowledge the immediate cause
of the outbreak there on that day ? Do you know what blow was
struck—what was done or said that led to the conflict "1—A. I do not
know. There are very varying accounts of that.

Q. Do you know who commenced the diflticulty ?—A. I do not.

Q. Was it between the two races of peo})le—the black and white
races, or was it a matter of two parties ?—A. Not having witnessed the
beginning of it, I could not undertake to say ; 1 heard none of the words
accompanyiug the outbreak.

Q. And you saw none of the acts ?—A. No, sir ; no further than its

effect upon the crowd, and the men I saw, dead and wounded, after-

ward.
Q. I understand that is the only political meeting you attended dur-

ing the canvass, on either side f—A. Yes, sir; 1 very rarely attend these
meetings.

Q. On the day of the election were you here present?—A. I was.

Q. Did you attend the polls to vote ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you see where the election was held'?—A. In the city-hall,

opposite the United States court-room ; that was one of the boxes.

A PEACEFUL AND ORDERLY ELECTION IN JACKSON.

Q. What was the character of the election in Jackson as to peace and
order ?—Very good order kept that day.

Q. And apparently hee and undisturbed?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Were the troops of the United States present near the polls at

all?—A. No, sir.

Q. Was there any interference by the United States troops, at all ?—A.
None that I know of.

Q. Any demand lor them—any need in any way"?—A. I do not know
of any.

Q. The election, so far as you know, was peaceable, orderly, and
faii- ?—A. On that day ?

Q. Was there any other election held than on that day ?—A. No, sir.

Q. It is of that I ask you.—A. I mean by emphasizing my answer to

let you understand 1 am onl^' speaking personally. 1 mixed very little

with the crowd. 1 saw nothing that looked like disturbance during the

whole day.

Q. So far, then, as you saw iu the city of Jackson, you are not able to

state that any one was prevented by violence or intimidation from cast-

ing his vote?—A. Not of my personal knowledge. If you will al-

low me to express my opinion I think both parties were endeavoring
to control themselves on that day, in the interests of peace. I think

some of the leading men of both parties were very anxious to keep the

peace. I think their efforts were successful iu a very great degree, in

securing that result. There had been great apprehension. There had
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been inflaminatorv articles pablished, and T suppose rather counseling
violence, and 1 think it put everybody on their good behavior, just on
that day.

SOME LIQUOR OVER THERE.

By Mr. MacDonald :

Q. Do you know what there was back over the hill there in the way
of food ; a place of relreshment, or anything of that kind"?—A. I do
not know what was there, in that bottom.

Q. There seemed to be some crowd there before these young men
started in that direction *?—A. Yes, sir ; a crowd all over that hill ; the
place was pretty near the speakers' stand, extending, 1 supjjose, from
tifty to sixty yards from the stand. If you will allow me to speak of
rumor, I will say that I did hear that there was some liquor over there,

just before the difficulty.

, MR. CHILTON KILLED.

Q. You spoke of seeiug some women runuiug near the house of Mr.
Chilton ; was he killed there that day ?—A. Yes, sir ; he is said to have
been ; I did not see his body ; he was killed near his house; he was a
merchant in Clinton.

Q. Was he a white man?—A, Yes, sir; a sou of Mr. John N. Chil-

ton.

Q. Did he belong to the democratic party ?—A. Yes, sir ; I only know
that he told me that they intended to beat us pretty badly in the election.

I judge from that that he was a democrat. I had known him for many
years, and esteemed him very highly.

Q. Do you know anything about the circumstances of his being killed
;

who killed him "?—A. I do not, sir. I have heard very contradictory
accounts.

Q. He was killed there in the firing that took place in that mSlee f—A.
Yes, sir; it was reported that ho was killed right in front of his own
house ; but there were very diiferent accounts as to how he was killed. I
shall not undertake to detail, for I know nothing about them.

MR. WHARTON WOUNDED.
Q. You spoke of a young man named Wharton who was wounded ?

—

A. Yes, sir.

Q. He was wounded in that dilliculty also?—A. Yes, sir. He told
me so; I think he said he did not know who shot him ; that was what
he told me, sir. He was very slightly wounded; merely scratched in his
hair over the temple.

Q. You say that you were satisfied that Judge Johnston, who made
the first speech, had no [)urpose of having any trouble on his part?

—

A. 1 am very well satisfied of that in my mind. That is greatly due to
my personal knowledge of Judge Johnston's character, and bis deport-
ment that day.

ORDERLY CONDUCT OF DEMOCRATS AT CLINTON.
Q. You saw quite a number of democrats there that day on the ground,

did you not?—A. Yes, sir; quite a number of them. Jt was a small
gathering of them.

Q. Were they not all, except these young men of whom you spoke,
conducting themselves in an orderly manner?—A. So far as I know
they were.

Q. They did not seem to apprehend any trouble or difficulty ?—A.
l?o, sir.

Q. The origin of the difficulty which began between these young men,
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and those under the bill, if it was begun between tbem, you do not
know "i—A. I cannot say ; I presume jou will bear probably very vary-
ing accounts about tbat.

OFFICIAL RECORD OF THE WITNESS.

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. What offices of trust have you filled since you came to Missis-
sippi?—A. Well, judge, as I stated at first, I was a practitioner of law;
a small planter. A few years after I came to this State I was elected to
tbe State senate ; and the second term I was president of the Senate.
1 was auditor of public accounts of the State four years. I was clerk
of the supreme court for several years. I was afterward appointed
under the provisional government of Mississippi, by Governor Sbarkey,
judge of tbis State, and on tbe re-organization of tbe United States
court here, 1 was appointed clerk of both those courts.

HIS INTERVIEW WITH GOVERNOR AMES.

Q. Will you state the subject on which Governor Ames asked your
opinion, and the opinions you gave him at the interview, of which you
have spoken?—A. Governor Ames, I understood, sent for me, sir, to

call at bis house, he having heard tbat I was at Clinton. It was the
Monday or Tuesday following this difficulty, probably, and I rej)aired to

the mansion. Tbat was tbe first detailed conversation I ever had with
Governor Ames. He told me tbat be would be glad if I would tell him
what I had seen, and I told him substantially what I have repeated to

you. He told me tbat he was apprehensive of difficulty between tbe
black and white people on tbe election, and very desirous to know wbat
be should do to avoid it. I told Governor Ames that 1 tbougbt if be
would allow me to make a suggestion to him, that it would be a good
thing for him to issue a proclamation of warning to tbe white people,

who at least were reported to be armed, for the purpose of dispersing
such crowds. I told him I tbougbt it a highly important thing—such a
proclamation; tbat I would make no threat of anything which be
would do if it was not done. I told bim, at the same time, that I was
airaid it would be unavailing, such was the temper of the people at tbat

time-

I told him tbat I was very averse to bis calling out tbe militia.

I told him tbat if be did I believed it would be mainly colored men who
would respond to his call, and that they would be gobbled up as fast as be
couid gather them. I told him tbat I believed there was a state of

things existing which required tbe interposition of tbe Federal Army,
and advised him to call upon the President for tb:it purpose; and I did

it with a view of bringing into exercise an authority tbat I knew would
be respected, instead of one tbat I knew, if be attempted to use, would
create further disturbance. He told me tbat be bad been thinking of

issuing just such a proclamation. I was so thoroughly of that opinion

tbat 1 bad, before tbat gathering at Clinton, in view of the popular
reports of a difficulty at Yazoo, I felt it my duty to write to the

Attorney-General to tbe same purport, which I did ; and tbat was tbe

counsel I gave him. As I said afterward, such a jiroclamation did ap-

pear, and tbis call of the militia was made by Governor Ames ; was at

a date, I think, subsequent to tbe reception of tbe Attorney-General's

reply to bis call on the Federal authorities at Washington.

WITNESS REPORTED TO ATTORNEY-GENERAL OF UNITED STATES.

By Mr. McMillan :

Q. Tbe Attorney-General of the United States ?—A. Yes, sir ; the

Attorney-General of the United States. At tbe risk of being considered
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impertinent, beings a United States commissioner, I felt it my duty to
report to tbe head of tbe Department under whose control I was, in a
general way, my views as to the state of affairs in Mississippi.

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. AVho was the Attorney-General?—A. Judge Pierrepont, I think,
was the Attorney-General.

Q. You made a report to him ?—A. Yes, sir. He never answered my
letter. My letter, however, did not call for a reply. It merely gave
him my candid a<lvice as an old citizen and officer of the Government
of the United States.

J. n. ESTELL—HINDS COUNTY.

Jackson, Miss., June 10, 1876.

John H. Estell sworn and examined.

personal, statement.
By the Chairman :

Q. What is your residence and present profession or occupation ?—A.
I am a citi/en of Jackson ; am a practicing lawyer,

Q. How long have you been a resident heref—A. Since 1860, my
last residence. 1 iiave always called this my home since 1840.

(^. Where were you born f—A. Huntsville, Ala.

(l>. It was stated by Jiuige Swann that he met you at Clinton on the
day when the riot, which is called the Clinton riot, took place i—A. Yes,
sir.

the CLINTON RIOT DESCRIBED.

Q. State what occurred in your observation.—A. 1 was there that
day. 1 went from here. I went to the town of Clinton and from
there out to the grounds where the barbecue was to be, about a half or

three-(iuarters of a mile to the north of the Clinton and Vicksburgh
Kailroad, which runs oast and west. 1 got upon the rear portion ot tlie

stand in company with and close to Judge Swann, and while we were
standing there it was mooted by some colored ])eoi)le whether Judge
.lolinston should make a speech. They came to me and asked me whether
I thought it was right for Judge Johnston to si)eak. I says, "Certainly

;

he is a conservative citizen, and we would like to hear him ;" and he
then proceetled, at the invitation of citizens, and made a speech of about
one hour or more. It was moderate and conservative. He was followed

by 'Sly. Fisher. He had gone through with a short introduction which
amounted to that Judge Johnston was a very clever fellow; and he was,

and all the jioliticians were very clever fellows, and wished to keep the

peace, and he was about to go on with his speech, w^hen a young mau
close by me made use of an expression like this :

" If he stopi)ed telling

lies," or " damned lies," I think he said, " we would liave peace." Our
attention was diverted by that, and Judge Swann asked who it was that

made the remark, and the reply came at once from the young man, " It

was made by my brother, and his name is Neill." I did not like the ap-

l)earance ; 1 did not like to hear such discussions going on at su(-h a
place, and I turned my attention to Mr. Fisher, who had been speaking,

and in a moment this young man left, going out toward the north or

northwest—a little west of north. In a very few moments, in fact in a
few seconds, probably less than a minute, there was a disturbance.

A gentleman who was holding an umbrella upon the stand over
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the speakers, by the name of Hiulnell, says, "Caldwell, there
is a disturbauce." Says Caldwell, "I will stop it-'—Charles Cald-
well, who had been a senator from this district. He called out, and
I heard him say, " Boys, we won't have any fuss." I knew his voice
well. Just then a pistol cracked. I said, " Hudnell, that's a pistol."

Then there was another crack. The crowd was very thick between us
and the pistol. 1 could see the smoke, but could not see who shot. I
did not see any man who shot. Then the firing became very rapid, and
about like a sharp skirmish between two armed companies of soldiers.

Then there seemed to be a reply, and then a volley like fifteen or twenty
pistols. Then the crowd commenced scattering, and I don't think I

ever saw the same number of men get away in a shorter time in my life.

I have seen soldiers badly panic-struck and running away, but I never
saw men get away so quick. I think in one minute there were but three
or four persons on the ground. Judge Swanu had gone away. I saw
some of my acquaintances going by, and 1 myself squatted behind the
stand where I could see it all. Between me and the firing there was
a thickness of five or six boards set up on their edges that protected
me, except when I peeped up to see. I then got up and went along
northwesterly, and I saw a doctor from Clinton, Dr. Banks, and I told

him there were some dead colored men in those bushes. He was coming
down the hill, and we were coming toward the point where the main
fight had occurred, and just where we came together lay two dead men,
one lying with his body nearly east and west, and the other nearly north
and south. We went up to them and examined them. Says he, "Tiiis

man is dead, and this man as good as dead." I think he died while I

was standing there. I then had my attention called to a man upon the
hill. 1 started out toward him, and I saw two or three negroes, and
then a number of negroes came rushing back toward Clinton ; and I

says, " What's the matter; what are you running about so for; what is

going on up there?" They said, " There was an army coming down to

shell the bushes." I said, " Then let us get on the railroad and go to

Clinton ; " and when I got there, I heard several men had been killed.

One man 1 saw lying at the depot, who had been scratched by a ball on
the top of his head, apparently by one of those little pistols. I felt the
ball, which had lodged on the top of the head or scalp, and I sent a ne-

gro up to get some water to wash his head. I went to the door, and
there was a crowd around the house, and I heard a man had been found
dead.

AN ARMED CROWD—EXCITEMENT IN JACKSON.

Q. What was this crowd?—A. White men; a good many of them
mounted and armed. They told me that a man by the name of Sivley

had been ibund dead. I saw them Hit up somebody and then lay him
down again. I heard, and, in fact, I myself know it was Martin Sniey's
body. 1 heard of <i good many outrages that evening, stated by first

one man and then another one, but 1 saw nothiugof the fighting myself,

except these two nen that, were dead. The light there was done very
unexpectedly to me, and suddenly and unexpectedly to everybody else,

so far as 1 know. I saw a man wounded at tlie house on the side ot the
hill, and heard he had died. 1 did not go to him at all. 1 came home
in the cars, and there was a great deal of excitement when I got here.

1 came in company with Judge Johnston, among others. I found this

v,'liole place crowded with armed persons; a great many armed before

this house here.

Among others, my sister met me, very much alarmed, and she said,

"What is the matter down at Clinton?" Says 1, "There has been
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figlitiiig, but it is doce and at an end." She says, "They are going
down and there will be another fight." I said, "Impossible; be-

cause you and I could go down tind scatter any number of them ; I
never saw a set of people so entirely cowed as they were ; we could
scatter any number of them." I said to every man " that it was perfectly

idle for you to go down there; there is nothing there." And the young
men that were armed here upon the platform, my nephew among others,

I said to them, " It is perfectly idle and useless ; there is no use for one
soldier there." I was afraid they were going down and get into some
difliculty. 1 knew the boys would not go and murder the people, unless
they got excited and drunk, and were gotten into it by somebody else.

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. Did this company have any officers !—A. I suppose they had offi-

cers
;
probably I might recall some of the names. There was a large

crowd and very intense excitement. There was an excitement I dreaded
very much. 1 knew the men and knew the character and temper of the
people, and I dreaded the excitement very much, and did my best to
allay it. I said, among other things, that they would not find a lead-

ing colored man in the whole country. I knew enough of them before
to know that they would do as they did, hide away.

ARMED MEN AT THE DEPOT.

Q. Yon took the cars at Clinton that afternoon ; did you see any
armed men at the depot?—A. A. IMontgomery was there and a man
named Wells, and I might recall others. There were fifteen or twenty
armed and on horseback, talking boisterously and unnecessarily strong,

I thought; not threatening any i)articular person, but intimating that
they meant fight. William Montgomery and Wells, and there was
another, I think his first name was Calvin, and there were twelve or fif-

teen others on horseback and armed. They came into the room where
I was there by this young man Wharton. I started out into the town
and met Judge Johnston, and told him he had better not go there: there
was intense excitement. 1 turned around and came back to the depot,
got into the cars, and came here. When I got into the cars a consider-

able number got out. They had come on the Vicksburgh train from
Bolton, and some from Vicksburgh, but I cannot say. They came by
the train, and got out there armed with all sorts of arms; some with
double barrels, some with pistols, some with army guns.

THREATS OF KILLING THE DAMNED NIGGER.

Q. You Stated that the persons who were talking extravagantly did
not make deelaratious against particular persons; did they against any
party or set of men"?—A. Tliey spoke of killing the " damned nigger."

They directed their threats against the men who had killed Sivley and
Thomi)son

;
joung Frank Thompson, a lawyer, who had been killed.

He was then residing in Raymond. Threats were made against the
parties who had anything to do with their death; and young Chilton
had Ijeen killed. A good many threats were made against those who
had killen them. Some said it was Willman, some said it was Caldwell
who did it.

THE BOLTON ARMED COINIPANY.

By Mr. Cameron :

Q. About what number of men came into the train that came from
Bolton?—A. 1 suppose forty or fitty.

Q. How long was that after the difliculty commenced?—A. I don't

recollect precisely the time the difficulty commenced. It must have
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commeDcecl somewhere between 12 and 1 o'clock ; somewhere about the
middle of the day. It was in the evening; it might have been from two
to three hours from the time the difficulty commenced.

Q. Where did you understand they came from ?—A. Some from Ed-
wards, some from Bolton. The young man Wharton that I spoke of as
being shot in the head, who was at the depot, came from Bolton.

Q. How far is Bolton from Clinton T—A. The next station on the rail-

road ; 9 or 10 miles.

Q. Edwards ; how far is that from Vicksburgh ?—A. A little over 30
miles ; certainly 34 miles.

COLORED MEN KILLED.

Q. How many colored men did you see dead or wounded ?—A. I saw
four ; two men that were dead that I had my hands on. The other man
on the hill-side was not dead. The man that was carried in the bouse
they say was dead. They were lugging him into the old dilapidated
garden that was there. These were all I saw.

WHITE MEN KILLED.

By Mr. Bayard:
Q. How many white men were killed ?—A. There were two white men

that 1 did not see who were killed, but 1 know myself, as they are

reported.

Q. Who was Martin Sivley"?—A. A young man who lived between
Eaymond and Clinton, about equally distant.

Q. Who was young Frank Thompson ?—A. A young lawyer who was
raised down on the railroad, who had been practicing law and had gone
to New Orleans, staid there a while, and came back to Eaymond. He
had been somewhat intimate with me, more from the fact that an inti-

mate friend of his boarded at my sister's house. He was at my house
about six weeks before he was killed, certainly five or six weeks. He
had got to drinking ; and that day we were speaking of Thompson with
others. He came and told me that he had some whisky. I said, " I

have not drank anything for a couple of years and could not drink any-

thing now." He had evidently been drinking, and a young man who
was with him had been drinking freely. He pointed to a wagon near

the railroad, and said, "We have got some whisky; come down and get

some."

THE YOUNG MEN WHO BEGAN THE DISTURBANCE.

Q. Was he one of the crowd there from whom this remark pro-

ceeded?—A. No, sir; he was not. .

Q. How many young men were in that crowd?—A. Some three or

four on the stand, and that crowd that were on the outside that I had
noticed. The stand was on the north of the railroad. The crowd that

I speak of were placed to the north and westward of the stand, and
right midway between the stand and the place where I had been told

the whisky was ; and they belonged to the same class of men.

Q. What about the age of these men "?—A. Thompson was the oldest

man, a young man who must have been a little over 30. The young
men were chiefly young men, say from 19 to 25 years of age.

Q. Were they apparently' showing any signs of having been drink-

ing*?—A. They showed so to me from being close to them. They showed
to me very plainly, W'hile probably you would not have seen any mark
of it. They were not often sive to anybody.

Q. They were showing some excitement, a portion of them, were
they ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Thompson told you they had whisky ?—A. Yes, sir,

21 MISS
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MR. CHILTON KILLED.

Q. Who was the man who was killed by his own door ?—A. Chilton,

he was killed. He was born in this country. His brother, John Chil-

ton, was acting treasurer of the county. His brother was a member of

the republican party and one of the main getters-up of that barbecue
there that day. He was killed at his door or in his yard. I have heard
it both ways.

Q. Do you know by whom he was shot ?—A. No, sir. There have
been a great many reports about that, but I have never ascertained,

though 1 have heard half a dozen different versions as to who shot him.

Q. You know personally nothing?—A. I was going to say a man by
the name of Hill, who lived about one hundred and fifty or two hun-

dred yards from here—some said he was the man who did it, but I do
not believe it was, from the fact that he was arrested and carried to

Clinton and charged with the stealing of a pistol. That was all. I

judged from that circumstance that he was not guilty.

POLITICS OF THE KILLED WHITES.

Q. Were these white men, Sivley, Thompson, and young Chilton,

members of the democratic party ?—A. Well, sir, Thompson, about the

time I speak of his being here at my house, said that he was trying to

secure work, and said that he came here to get Ames to appoint him a
district attorney in some district down here where there was a vacancy.

I told him that I hardly believed he would. He said he had letters from
him, and that Ames would appoint him. That was the last time that I

had any conversation with him, until that day. He has gotten about,

as I understand, to be a tremendous democrat. I cannot say as to

Chilton advisedly. His brother got a good many jobs, and, I think, he
wanted to get all he could out of the republican party and be a demo-
crat then.

Q. How about this Sivley?— A. He was an uncompromising demo-
crat, from the little I have heard. I have heard little, except from the

republicans.
POPULARITY OF THE WHITES KILLED,

Q. Were these men popular and beloved throughout their neighbor-

hood ?—A. Chilton had a good deal of popuVarity. Frank Thompson
was not very well known, but was peaceable and well conducted when
free from the inlluence of spirits, and very social, and would be a pop-

ular person almost anywhere. He was generally a polite man.
Q. How was it with Sivley?—xV. He was a man very much liked, but

very little known, except riglit in his own neighborhood. Here in town
not one man in twenty would know anything of him ; but at Raymond
and Bolton and Edwards he was well known and much liked.

Q. Young Wharton, who was shot; was he a man who was popular?

—

A. He is a very young man, indeed, but belongs to a family that is

well known and well thought of; well esteemed by his acquaintances,

but had nothing like ]iopular notice.

Q. A very young man?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. When you speak of those men whom you met at the station when
you were down at the depot at Clinton, and you found bands of young
'men, also armed men, and found some even at this station here, upon
your arrival at Jackson, did you gather from those men that their threats

were against those who had killed these three people ?—A. I heard no
threats against anybody but those.

Q. Then the crowd was moved to avenge the death q£ these people?

—

A. That was what they said.
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" SOUNDED LIKE PEEPARATION."

Q. I understand you to say that the fight was unexpected by you,

anti, so far as you knew, to everybody else there *?—A. I have never heard
anything that would justify me in saying that the fight was expected by
any one, except one single circumstance, that is to me unaccountable. I

have been a soldier, and in my record I never heard such a continuous
firing without preparation in my life. I never conceived it possible that

just such a firing could be given as the firing was that occurred after

the first three or four pistols were fired. That sounded like preparation.

Q. Was the fire given and returned actual volleys ?—A. No, sir 5 it

seemed like four or five pistols first, and then four or five more, and
then a volley that all seemed to fire very close, and all together, not as

trained soldiers would give, but just such a volley as untrained soldiers

would fire.

Q. It was a volley ?—A. Yes; it was a volley, and there was a universal

break and dropping shots. 1 was justified in running away, and I re-

member distinctly that my flesh crawled, for I could see that they were
firing, and I could hear the twigs drop, and see them cut the bushes
around. My attention was attracted to it, and I was afraid that I

would be hurt. It is to me a most wonderful thing that so few persons,

or more persons were not killed instantly. I can only account for it by
the fact that the firing was from pistols, and they fired too high.

Q. As an eye-witness of this affray which you have described, would
you state to us now, from all that you saw, that it was an unpremedi-
tated affair, so far as you know 1—A. So far as I know, it was unpremed-
itated. I saw no evidence of anybody premeditating the fight there.

The only thing that puzzled me was the continuous volley of which I

spoke.

Q. That is the only fact 1—A. Yes ; that is the only thing that could
give me any impression that there was premeditation or any x3urpose.

And that volley was to me unaccountable ; it was, and is now.

FRAIMK JOHNSTON'S INVESTIGATION.

Q. Do you know Mr. Frank Johnston, of this place ?—A. Very well.

Q. Has he a high standing for intelligence?—A. First-rate.

Q. Do you know whether he made an investigation or superintended an
investigation of these facts ?—A. I don't know whether he made an in-

vestigation, but what occurred that evening. We heard that arms were
to be distributed to the colored population. I went to see Judge John-
ston. Frank was at home, and I went to Frank and told him that he
was a man of influence, and that he ought to use his influence to put a
stop to the fuss down at Clinton. He said it was understood that they
were about to arm the negro population. I told him that I thought it was
not so. I found out from men in whom I had confidence that there

was to be no distribution of arms to the colored people. So I went to

see him, and he then said he would go out there with a squad of men,
among them W. H. Taylor, acting sheriff; that they would go out
and put a stop to it. I knew that if such men would go down there,

even if there was much disturbance, they could and would put a stop

to it.

ABOUT GOVERNOR AMES'S MILITIA SCHEME—EXCITEMENT ABOUT IT.

Q. Was there a general rumor that Ames was about to issue arms to

the blacks here ?—A. That I heard upon the streets. It was common
rumor. I did not speak to the governor myself about the matter. I

was a good deal excited, but I was assured by men that I do not think
would deceive me, and I know they did not, that there was no such
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thiug contemplated. I spoke to Gibbs, Jolin Eaymoud, and a good
many other men who went and assured Johnston. They did not like to

go without some assurance of that kind.

Q. As soon as Johnston and others understood that the governor did

not have that intention, they sent out for the purpose of preventing any
further trouble?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Was the excitement and gathering of tho^e armed bodies caused

by that general belief in the popular mind, that Ames was about to

arm the negroes?—A. I think it was the second day after the Clin-

ton riot tbat 1 heard of it, or the next day; I think it was the next day
that I heard of it. In relation to the men I found here, that were armed
and went down to Clinton when the train left here, I should suppose
half the young men in the town ; I did not think that there had beeu
any rumor of that sort—not that I had heard of.

Q. It began when ?—A. The next day or the day afterward. The
arms were in the State-house in government boxes, and it was rumored
that those arms were to be distributed here, and there was excitement.

I was very loath to see it done, and went to see whether it was a fact. I

knew that it w^ould produce a riot and create a disturbance. The riot

would no doubt have been in the State-house yard if the arms bad been
distributed.

GOVERNOR AMES' RAOE-POLICY.

Q. Do you know the general policy, the course of the governor in

reference to the relations of the two races?—A. Merely such as I could

have from the i)ublic estimate.

Q. Tliat is what I wish. Did he or did he not, by hiscourse, eitherseek

to array, or actually array, the two races of people against each other

in this State?—A. I can best answer your question by referring you to

my actions during this matter of the riot at Clinton, or before any
such thing was intimated, so far as 1 knew. I made a speech at the

meeting of colored people out here in the neighborhood of General
McKee's plantation, in which I stated to a large crowd, mostly composed
of colored men, that we were afraid that the chief executive of the State

had not acted in such a way in regard to the difficulties that had occurred

in tlie State as tended to keep quiet and order. That in orderto have a
quiet and peaceable election, to have quiet and peace in the community,
it was their duty to put up the very best men that were in the republican

party. That if we did not i)roceed carefully there would be disgrace and
defeat and riotous occurrences, and a good deal of the sin of it would
rest on their shoulders. Such was my oi)inion at the time, and I have
seen no cause to change it.

Q. You are a member of the republican party ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. llave you been a resident here during the last ten years ?—A.
Yes, sir.

Q. Then I will ask you if, from the public history of the control of

Governor Ames—whether or not it has been the result of his policy to

array the races against each other, or whether it has tended to produce
peace and quiet among them ?—A. A great deal of ill-feeling has been
caused by the policy of the State administration. It is a mere matter
of judgment with me. A good deal of it has beeu caused in this way.
I have frequently asserted that to be the fact since I commenced to act

with the republican party. I commenced to act with the republican

party when it was already damned—when they were pretty well broken
down here ; and I believe that things had been done here by the act of

the State administration, and officers here ; and it was not possible to

reform and save the State of Mississippi but by sustaining the party
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represented by the moderate wing—the moderate republicans; and a
number of the wing to which I belonged have opposed and voted
against the nominees^f Governor Ames.
Q. State your reason for not sustaining Ames?—A. Because we

believed his policy, his non-eflfectiveness, his associations with corrupt
men, had brought the republican party into disrepute here.

Q. Do you know whether as a fact—as a public fact—whether Gov-
ernor Ames's course tended to bring about a good feeling among the
races, or to array them against each other ?—A. I do not know, sir, that
the races have actually, with the single exception of these riots, been
directly arrayed against each other here, bnt I do not believe that the
actions of Governor Ames, and the men with Avhom he was most inti-

mate, such as the editor of the Pilot, Warner, French, Sullivan, and
others—that his associations with them has not tended to produce con-
cord among the races. On the contrary, I think, that their selfish pur-
poses have done a great deal to produce a bad feeling which the moder-
ate and best republicans have endeavored in vain to counteract.

Q. Are your opinions on this subject shared by your fellow-repub-
licans in the State ?—A. I think my opinions on that subject are shared
by the majority of the convention of which I was a member, that met
here some six weeks ago. They were shared by a majority, I think.

Q. Did this create a split in the rej)ublican party ?—A. I cannot say
that created it.

THE PEARL ElVER NAVIGATION SCHEME.

Q. Did the split exist"?—A. The split existed. I think it was com-
menced originally with the action of the republican party in regard to

the State lands. I think the course pursued in regard to the Pearl Elver
navigation business opened the eyes of many. From that split has been
going on until 1 do not know any people more antagonistic, and do not
know greater antipathy, politically, than exists to-day between the mod-
erate wing and the extreme wing of the party.

Q. Will you state this land matter that you spoke of. State that

transaction if you can.—A. It is known as the Pearl River navigation
swindle business. The State had lands given it from the General Gov-
ernment for educational, and some for other purposes, the improvemeut
of navigation, &c. These men proposed to the legislature that they
would do certain things in regard to the navigation if they would give

them the land. They gave them the land; the governor approved the

bill without taking proper bonds and securities that the service should

be rendered. They got possession of the laud while the State never

got an equivalent.

Q. What was the amount ?—A. I cannot tell. It was hundreds of

thousands of acres ; a very large amount.
Q. Was the land sold ?—A. A good deal of it was sold. A portion

was sold to a man named Baldwin, a man from Chicago. I think that

Warner and French had much to do with it; but Warner got hold of

pretty much all the old stock and sold it to this man Baldwin, who came
down again with this man O. S. Lee to buy the balauce of the lands.

Q. What were they to do in consideration for these lands 1—A. They
were to improve the navigation of the Pearl Eiver.

Q. Did they improve it?—A. I do not believe they took a chunk out

of it ; 1 never heard of it.

Q. They got hold of this land and performed no service?—A. They
got the lands and did nothing.

Q. It is known by what name?—A. The Pearl River navigation swin-

dle.
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Q. In which the State lost this land and got nothing for it ?—A. That
is the substance of the matter.

Q. Can you tell the names of the parties ?—A. Mr. Warner, who was
in the State senate, had a good deal to do with it. He was for awhile
chairman of the State executive committee. He was senator from Mad-
ison County. I think French had a hand in it, but 1 cannot undertake
to say what I would say. 1 know this man Warner had a great deal to
do with it.

Q. After these transactions became known, did they continue friendly
with the party ?—A. Yes, sir; up to the time of the last convention.

Q. Did their rascality, as described by you, aliect them apparently in
the mind of Governor Ames !—A. I will answer for a portion, that they
had been his friends.

Q. Was it afterward that Warner was made chairman?—A. No, sir;

he was chairman before. As soon as we could, we got rid of him. That
is one of the reasons why I thought a majority of the last conventioQ
held opinions in consonance with my own.

Q. What effect had this division of the republican party on the late
election?—A. This division had this effect: tliat the members of the
party who were able, as they thought, to stump the State, and carry it,

did not do what they would have done otherwise.

SCHISM IN THE EEPUBLICAN PARTY.
Q. Do you attribute the overthrow of your party in the late election

to these divisions?— xV. Not entirely.

Q. To what extent?—A. To a very considerable extent. I know
dozens of moderate republicans who absolutely refused to sustain the
State ticket, and refused to sustain the county ticket, so far as the mem-
bers of the legislature and members of the senate were concerned. They
said they could have nothing to do with such men. This man Caldwell,
of whom 1 spoke, he had been a very fair nuin in his political o])inions,

but J think his associations had weakened his influence terribly, so
much so that a great many men would not vote for him. The ticket was
a miserable one.

Q. It had not the confidence of the people?—A. It didn't have the
confidence of a good many of the republican party.

Q. Did you <40 into any other parts of the State during the canvass
in this last election ?—A. I was confined to my room; was sick most of
the time after the Clinton riot. I went out to the election and back to
my room.

Q. You were at the polls ?—A. Yes, sir.

A QUIET ELECTION AT JACKSON.

Q. State the character of the election.—A. Everything, so far as I
know, was quiet. There was little individual musses, as there will be
in any such election.

TERRIBLE INTIMIDATION AFTER CLINTON.

Q. Do you desire to be understood that the election was a peaceable,
fair, and orderly election ?—A. The election was orderly and i)eaceable
enough, but there was a terrible intimidation after the Clinton riot. I
know in tbis town there was.

Q. Was there anything to prevent them voting, if they desired?—A.
Nothing that day, but they were afraid and intimidated.

Q. That grew^ out of this affray at Clinton ?—A. And from a fact that
was well known : that there was a readiness on the part of the youug
men to fight at a moment's warning for almost nothing. That appeared
to be a fixed fact that such was the case.
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Q. Was there auything to prevent a quiet vote?—A. No, sir; when
they wished to vote at all, except that the young men were ready, it was
believed, and armed for another conflict.

ABOUT SENATOR CALDWELL.
Q. But if a man desired to vote, he could do so ; there was no con-

flict?—A. Nothing of that sort that I heard of; but I know that the
negroes were very much alarmed. In fact, 1 told Caldwell and Willman
if they went back to Clinton they were certain to be killed.

Q. That was after the Clinton riot?—A. Yes, sir; I told Caldwell he
had better settle up his books and go, or he would be killed.

Q. Did public opinion attribute the death of these three men, Sivley,

Thompson, and Chilton, to Caldwell's action ?—A. A good many men
did; and they were very much infuriated against him and against Will-
man, who was afterward put up by the rabid portion of the party here,
both he and Caldwell, in defiance of remonstrances.

Q. Was Caldwell a public speaker ?—A. He was a strong man, but
not much ol' a speaker. He would make a lucid and strong statement of
facts.

Q. Did you ever hear him make a public speech ?—A. Yes ; one or
two.

Q. What was their character; friendly to the white people?—A.
Their character was friendly to the white people.

Q. Invariably ?—A. Y^es, sir; 1 have heard him accused of being one
thing in public and another in private; but so far as I know, and I was
thrown with Caldwell a great deal, the man had kind feelings toward
the white people. My brother deiended him when he shot the white
man here, the first man ever killed here by a negro. I came down to

Clinton—I lived on the plantation then—and examined that matter
very closely, assisting my brother, and was, to a certain extent, associ-

ated with him, and I came down and examined the locality, and talked
with the people about Clinton a good deal about it and I watched
Caldwell very closely for that reason.

Q. Did he kill a white man?—A. Yes, sir; and was tried and ac-

quitted,

Q. What year was that ?—A. I think in 1868.

Q. Where was he tried?—A. Before the magistrate at Clinton. The
grand jury never found a true bill against him, very ]3roperly. In this

country we try him to see whether there is reasonable cause, and there

was no cause.

Q. Who was the magistrate?—A. I have forgotten; I was not pres-

ent at the trial.

Q. Let me ask you this fact: whether there was a i^opular acquies-

ence in the justice of the action of the magistrate and grand jury.—A.
No, sir ; for my brother heard he was to be mobbed if he staid there,

and that brought him here that night. Being associated with my brother,

I was a little interested in Caldwell, and watched him closely.

Q. Do you mean to say that this thing was a popular belief that Cald-

well had not killed this man?—A. No; it was a well-known fact that

he killed him. His friends owned it. He shot right across a public

treet.

Q. Who was this man he killed?—A. He was a son of Judge John-
ston's ; not this Johnston's here—another man. Judge Johnston was the

oldest Mason in the State; very popular family; he had been very pop-

ular; a young man of good standing.

Q. Was he killed deliberately?—A. I presume so. The young man
attempted to fire, and Caldwell shot first.
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Q. Then you consider that it was in self-defense?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. But still it was the belief, and popular feeling was against him?
—A. Yes, sir; a portion of the people were against him ; I don't think
the first-rate citizens of Clinton were.

Q. Did that unpopularity among the white people continue against
Caldwell"?—A. There was a considerable portion of the white people
liked Caldwell, but at the same time a large portion disliked him very
much. He had been on terms of friendship with the best men in this

town.
Q. When was he killed?—A. Only a few months ago. I do not

know. The grand jury stated he was killed in the public streets; shot
all to pieces; and the grand jury say they were unable to ascertain.

Q. Where was this?—A. Eight miles from here.

Q. When?—A. Last year, in 1875; I think the latter part. I do not
know exactly in what month

;
just before the session of the circuit

court in January.
Q. Before or after the Clinton riot?—A. After,

By Mr. McDonald :

Q. That was in September, 1875. It must have been iii January,
1870.—A. The court met in January. He was killed belore the court
met, within half a month alter the Clinton riot.

By Mr. McMillan :

Q. After the election, was it ?

—

A. Yes, sir; after the election. He
had been beaten, badly beaten in the election, and I think had got a
a little reckless, and got to ilrinking. I think it was in December.

Q. Was he an intemperate man ?—A. He had been belore, and 1 had
noticed him before that, and warned him.

Q. You say his election was opposed by a considerable portion of his

own party, who refused to sui>port him?—A. Yes, sir.

THE WITNh-SS'S MILITARY RECORD.

By Mr. Cameron :

Q. Did you take any part in the late civil war ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Upon which side?—A. I volunteered, sir, on the confederate side,

and was in the war until the end.

Q. Substantially from the beginning to the end?—A. Not from the

very beginning ; from very early in the war until the cud of it.

Q. How long were you engaged in the Mexican war?—A. Fourteen
mouths, I think.

colored voters very much INTIMIDATED AFTER CLINTON.

Q. State generally what was the state of mind of the colored voters

prior to the last election in this State.—A. So far as I was able to ascer-

tain—I was not out in the county but very little ; but about, here the

colored populatiou were very much intimidated after that affray. They
appeared to avoid contact with the white people. They held no i)ublic

meeting. I do not think they had a meeting of the republican club after

the Clinton riots until some time after the election. 1 do not think one.

I know they did not have many.
Q. How long before the Clinton riot did the difficulty take place at

Yazoo City, as near as you can recollect ?—A. It was a short time.

THE RUMORS THAT AMES INTENDED TO ARM THE BLACKS.

Q. State whether or not you heard any rumor that Governor Ames
intended to arm the colored men prior to the ('linton riot.

—

A. I may
have heard that arms were to be issued to the military companies before
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the Clinton riot. I might have heard it, but I never heard of any anxi-

ety, and no reports attracted my attention particularly,nutil after the riot.

I think there was a proposition to appoint militia officers, and have a
muster both of blacks and whites. 1 think they were getting up com-
panies. I think both white and black. I do not remember that there
was any particular attention paid to it until after the Clinton riot, and
after that the feeling appeared to be universal here aniong us with the
white people that the colored population ought not to be furnished with
guns and suffered to march about as soldiers.

frajn^k Johnston's investigation.

Q. You investigated the matter of rumor and satisfied yourself that
there was no intention to arm them!—A. I satisfied myself by going
that evening to the governor's mansion, and conversing with men in whom
1 had confidence, and went to Frank Johnston and j)ledged myself that
such was the case.

Q. To what party does Frank Johnston belong?—A. To the democratic
party.

Q. By whose direction and by what authority did he make this in-

vestigation into the Clinton riot?—A. PJe went down there at the re-

quest of Governor Ames ; that is, 1 believe that Governor Ames told

me, in conversation with him at one time, (the only time I ever had a
conversation with him in my life;) 1 called there to talk to him about
it, and told him that Johnston and others—and spoke of Frank Johnston
particularly—my attention was called to him j he was going down with
Mr. Taylor to stop tbe difficulties. Mr. Taylor was the acting sheriff*, and
I knew that he and Johnston could go down and stop the difficulty, and
they did go, and after they got there there was no further serious

difficulty.

Q. Then, so far as jou know, he only went for the purpose of stopi)ing

the disturbance rather than to investigate?—A. He went there on this

business. 1 am not sure. He may liave gone there for that purpose,

but that was not the purpose 1 understood him to go for.

witness's POLITICS BEFORE THE WAR.
By Mr. McDonald :

Q. What were your politics before?—A. An old-line whig; the only

one in my family.

Q. And remained so until when ?—A. Until I joined the republican

party, about two years ago. Eeally, I am not sure that I ever had any
party in the State of Mississippi for many long years. We voted in a
hopeless minority here from the time 1 was a boy; until the war, we
voted against the democratic party, but always in a hopeless minority.

FEANK JOHNSTON—HINDS COUNTY.

Jackson, Miss., June 10, 1876.

Frank Johnston sworn and examined.

personal statement.

By Mr. Bayard :

Question. Where do you reside and what is your profession?—Answer.
I reside in Jackson, Miss., and am a lawyer by profession.

Q. How long have you resided here ?—A. I have resided in the city
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of Jackson since 1866. In the summer of 1865 I located in Jackson, a
very short time alter the close of the late war.

Q. Are you a native of this State !—A. Yes ; I am a native of this

county.
THE CLINTON AFFRAY.

Q. The attention of this committee has been given to an affray that
occurred at the town of Clinton, in this county, in September last: if

you have any knowledge of that affair I wish you to state it as fully as
you can without suggestion from me.—A. Perhaps, in order to save time,

I might make this inquiry of the committee, whether the inquiry goes
to the origin of the difficulty and my personal knowledge of it? I was
not at Clinton at the time the affray occurred. Shall I state my con-
nection with it ?

Q. Yes ; state all you know. I may say to you that the committee
have not restrained witnesses as to their personal knowledge of events,
but they have been permitted to speak of events of which they had
no knowledge at all, except by hearsay; but in your case I would
prefer that you state your knowledge of facts that you have investigated,

and therefore have better reason to understand.—A. I will try to make
a brief statement of my own connection with the matter.
On the 4th of September, 1875, on Saturday, I think, about the hour

of three or four in the afternoon—perhaps earlier, perhaps a little later,

but about that time—I was informed by a gentleman who lives in this

town, Mr. Marion Smith, who called at my residence about my dinner-

hour, I think about 3 o'clock, and stated to me that he had just received
news that there was a fight going on between persons of the two races
at Clinton. I think his prime object in comiug to me with this informa-
tion was owing to the fact that my father was at Clinton that day. At
all events, that is a surmise of mine. He gave me the information.

TELEGRAPHIC CALL FOR AID FROM CLINTON.

I had just finished dinner, and I walked up town immediately with
him. It was a great surprise to me, that news. I called at the telegraph-

Office and received a message, (whether I received it there or whether
the message came to me before 1 reached the telegraph-office, I don't

remember, and presume that is immaterial,) Irom the mayor of Clinton
and Mr. G. N. or G. \V. Lewis. It stated that a fight had occurred at

Clinton—that was about the substance of it ; I did not keep the dis-

patch—and that they needed assistance; that the white people of Clin-

ton needed assistance.

It became, in a little while, pretty generally known in Jackson, and I

concluded to go to Clinton, and various other gentlemen here in Jack-
son wanted to go to Clinton also, and by general consent we met here
in West Jackson at the depot, armed, to go to Clinton.

While here I received another dispatch. I went to the operator here,

the railroad-operator, and sent a message to Clinton to Lewis asking for

particulars, and w hat was needed. He did not give me any particulars,

but telegraphed again that they needed assistance, and that a special

train would be sent up that night for any persons in Jackson who wished
to go down there. I don't think I received a dispatch from anybody
else, except the mayor of Clinton.

I reckon it would be proper for me to say that I thought it was my
duty to go to Clinton under the cuTumstances. There were, I think, about
sixty men over here that evening who were armed, and who concluded
to go to Clinton. And 1, perhaps, might state this : that frequently

here that evening—and by evening I mean late in the afternoon, about
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dusk or twilight, and before tbe train came to carry us down to Clin-

ton—T was informed by some one that Major Allen, who is the command-
ant of the post here, of the United States Army, was going to Clinton that
night, and, perhaps, some of his officers were going with him. I thought
it was proper and right to see Major Allen, and I sought him and asked
him if he was going to Clinton, and he told me that he was; that he
and one or two other of his officers were going there ; and they had an
ambulance down there, with lami)s lit, and tbe horses all ready to go.

They were on the eve of departure.

A COMPANY OF ARMED MEN EEFTTSED.

I asked him if he was going down, and he replied that he was. I said,
" Major Allen, I will meet you at Clinton, then,"—substantially ; I do
not remember the expression exactly. I said to him, " I have received
intelligence that there has been a difficulty between the whites and
blacks, and I have been informed by the mayor that the white people
are very apprehensive of danger from them, and they want assistance,

and I am going down." I think I used this expression to him, or in

substance : I stated that our purpose in going to Clinton was to protect

the citizens whom we thought needed protection. I think he replied,

saying, " Well, I am going down there to keep the peace," or something
to that effect. He asked me, " Will you be willing, when you get to

Clinton, to co-operate with me to that end, or for that purpose f and I

replied promptly, " I will, sir." I did not see him again until I reached
Clinton.

We got aboard the train and reached Clinton that night between 10
and 12 o'clock, and as soon as we reached Clinton I saw Major Allen.

I found him down there talking to two or three gentletueu, and we had
some conversation. 1 thought that there was very little, if anything, to

be done there at the time, and I believe he was of about the same im-

pression. I remained in Clinton that night, and returned to Jackson
on the next day morning. I reached Jackson about 10 o'clock Sunday
morning.

This difficulty, or affray, that occurred at that barbecue, was over
when 1 reached Clinton that night. There was no more fighting during
the night, and there was none the next morning that I witnessed, or

heard of, and I returned to Jackson the next morning by 10 o'clock.

APPREHENSIONS OF A NEGRO ATTACK.

I am satisfied that these people were very apprehensive—the white

people there—of an attack from the colored people, and I was told by
several persons in Clinton that night, just after I reached there, that

their information was that a large body of negroes was massing at a

place called the Campbell place, near Clinton. I remained there that

night, supposing that information was true. At all events, I remained
until next morning, when I was told that it was not true, and that there

was no danger of any further trouble from the negroes, and then I re-

turned. Major Allen, I think, returned to Jackson early the next

morning.

FRANK Johnston's investigation, why made and how conducted.

I made another trip—I suppose that is the point that Senator Bayard
called my attention to—to Clinton during the week, within five or six days

probably, after this affair of the 4th. I did that at the request of Col.

J. Z. George, who is chairman of the democratic executive committee

here, to go down to Clinton and examine into the matter, and find out

as much as I could of the origin of it, and what there was in it.
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I went there and examined a great many persons in reference to the
matter. I was assisted by a gentleman named S. M. Shelton, of Ray-
mond, and Judge E. W. Cabinis ; he lives in Clinton. Judge Cabiuis was
the former chancellor, and an appointee of Governor Alcorn. The state-

ments of the persons made before me were sworn to before a justice of the
peace at Clinton; and statements were made by both white persons and
colored persons, some republicans and I think some democrats—more
democrats than republicans. The colored persons that came before us
I believe came voluntarily, so far as I know, and their statements were
taken down just about as they made them, without any special inquiry
or interrogatories put to them.

Q. Were they reduced to writing?—A. Yes, sir; they were reduced
to writing and afterward printed. I have a printed copy of them.

Q. Were they attested uuder oath ?—A. Attested under oath before
Mr. Carey, a justice of the peace.

Q. Have you them with you?—A. Yes, sir; I have a printed copy of
them, [produciug copy.] I will make this statement : What I attempted
to do was to investigate that in a spirit of fairuess, though I don't un-
dertake to say that I was not more or less biased in the matter uncon-
sciously to myself.

Alter getting these statements, I returned to Jackson and delivered
them to Colonel George, together with a very short letter addressed to

him, signed by myself and these other two gentlemen. I presume the
committee is already advised of the occasion of that altray, and of the
fact that there was a barbacue, a political meeting, on the 4th of Sep-
tember, in Clinton.

Q. There have been two witnesses examined here in regard to this.

Judge Swann, clerk of the United States court, and Captain Estell.

Those are the only two that have been examined that I remember hav-
ing s[)okeu of this matter, and that attended the meeting. These aiti-

davits were taken by you at the time ?—A. Yes, sir
; most of them were

taken by me. My letter is on the title-page of this pamphlet.
Q. These persons examined by you were eye-witnesses of the occur-

rence ?—A. Many of them were.

Q. And they have stated the facts as they occurred at that time ?

—

A. Yes, sir. That printed copy, that pamphlet, is nothing but their

statements, signed by them, and })rinted verbatim as signed by them.

NO OTHER DISTURBANCE.

Q. Was there any other disturbance during the political canvass in

this county of a serious nature?—A. I dou't know of any other, sir;

nor have 1 ever heard of any other collision.

WHETHER THE CLINTON RIOT WAS PREMEDITATED.
Q. I will ask you, as a result of their examination, whether you have

an idea that there was any i)remeditation in the assault at the barbecue,
or did it spring up suddenly as a local quarrel between excited men ?

—

A. Mr. Bayard, that is very much a matter of oi)iuion.

Q. It would be an opinion, as the result of your examination?—A.
That is the deduction

;
yes, sir. 1 would say that when I took that testi-

mony at Clinton my mind came to the conclusion that the negroes, who
were there in large numbers, and better armed and better i)rei)ared for

that difliculty, were expecting—were anticipating—some trouble of this

kind.

Q. That was the impression that you derived from your exauiiuation
of the facts at the time?—A. That was the impression I derived from
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that investigatioD. Since that occurred, I have hud no other informa-
tion which would lead me to change my opinion on that point.

APPREHENSION AMONG- THE WHITE PEOPLE.

Q. Mr. Johnston, I ask you, as a matter of fact, whether there was
any apprehension among the white people of this county of assault from
the colored people during the political canvass of 1875'?—A. Well, I

think this idea obtained to some extent before the Clinton affair: there
was an idea that the colored people were inclined to be aggressive ; but
I don't think there were any serious apprehensions entertained before

the Clinton aifair of any serious difSculty.

Q. Had there been anything in the policy pursued by Governor Ames
prior to that time and during tliat canvass which led you to that be-

lief?—A. I cannot call to my mind any specific acts, or any specific

things, that were done. There was a general, widespread belief that the
whole canvass on the part of the negroes—republicans—was to be a very
boisterous and aggressive one, politically ; and the general impression
was that party spirit was going to run very high, if we took a decided
stand and made a vigorous effort to carry the State.

THE STATE MILITIA.

Q. Had there been any threats of calling out the militia ?—A. I don't

know of any prior to the Clinton affair.

Q. Did you hear of any subsequent to that ?—A. Yes, sir; the militia

was put into the field afcerward.

Q. What was that militia?—A. It was composed almost exclusively

of colored men.
Q. How officered f—A, Officered, principally, by colored men.
Q. Commissioned by whom?—A. Governor Ames.
Q. Armed by whom'?—A. By Governor Ames, with State arms.

Q. Did he form any white companies in this county ?—A. He received

one at Jackson, and armed it.

Q. Of whom was it composed and by whom officered ?—A. It was
composed exclusively of white men. It had the minimum number al-

lowed for a militia company. The law requires a certain number, and it

had just barely that number.
Q. What was that "?—A. Sixty-five, I think.

Q. Was there any political hue in that company; I mean political

and party hue?—A. Well, sir, I didn't recognize any politics in that

company. I think there were some republicans in it. I can remember
one now, Mr. Jeff. I). Bell, who was always classed as a republican.

Q. Who were the officers?— A. John Cliughan was captain. I can't

remember now who the other officers were.

"THE PEACE CONFERENCE."

Q. How long did it continue in existence ?—A. Until the "peace con-

ference," as they termed it, or the ageement between Governor Ames
and the white gentlemen here in Jackson, to disband the militia on the

13th or 14th of October.

Q. Had you cognizance of that agreement?—A. Yes, sir; I wit-

nessed the whole thing.

Q. What was the nature of that agreement, what caused it, and the

date of it, please?—A. That opens up a great' deal of territory, to tell

you all about the negotiations and what led to them.

Q. Our object is to get general information about the condition of this

State and the sentiments of its people.—A. There is nothii-ig that I would
withhold; I would stateany thing thatanymemberofthecommitteedesires
me to state, that I know anything about. I can commence at the com-
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inencementof that : an agreement was made between GovernorAmes and
the white citizens of this State represented by Col. J. Z. George and a
committee of citizens.

By Mr. Cameron :

Q. State who composed that committee of citizens.—A. It was a large

committee; 1 can give you all the names that 1 remember ; then I could
furnish you, probably, with a jiaper there was a publication of the agree-

ment by Colonel George with Governor Ames's consent and approval.

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. Can you furnish us that paper?—A. I will endeavor to do so. I

can send it over to you Monday morning. Here is what led to it—

1

mean the facts that preceded it, without giving you any of my deduc-
tions or inferences of the motives that operated upon Governor Ames in

making it

:

THE MILITIA BUREAU—EXCITEIMENT AMONG THE WHITES.

This militia was put in the field—perhaps I am not using that expres-
sion correctly, but it was organized and otiicered and supi)lied with ra-

tions and guns, and drilled—the militia was put in the field, composed
almost, I may say entirely, of colored men, and officered by colored men.
This company in Jackson was received as a white company, and I am
sure that a white company at Edwards's Depot was received; and, as
far as I now remember, they were the only two companies that were re-

ceived in the militia. There was one at Eaymond that may perhaps,
have been theoretically accepted, but it was never armed. The black
companies were, without exception, armed, as far as I know.
That militia business createii a great deal of excitement in the State.

There is no doubt about that as a fact. Whether it ought to have done
it, or ought not to have done it, is a matter of opinion, based on the facts

;

but it did create an enormous amount of excitement, and was generally
regarded by the white people in this part of the State, whether justly or
unjustly to Governor Ames, as an act of great hostility to them. Polit-

ical motives were attributed to Governor Ames as furnishing his reason
for placing the militia in the field. I don't undertake to say how far

that was just to him; but, on all hands, and from all classes of whit«
citizens, 1 heard but one expression in reference to this militia, which
was, that they believed that it was intended by Governor Ames to use
that militia to bring about a collision between the races ; and the expres-

sion was used that it was his ultimate puri)0se, and this afforded a
good pretext, to get United States troops here to carry the election.

Caldwel's militia company, a colored company, were sent to Edwards's
Depot, which is a little railroad-station between this point and Yicks-
burgh. The march of that company through the county added im-
mensely to the excited state of the public at that time.

Q. What was it stated that it was sent there for?—A. It was re-

l)orted, and I never "heard it denied, that it was sent there to escort or
guard a lot of arms which were to be taken there for a colored company.
I have been told, and I suppose there is no real doubt about it, that one
or two days before that a lot of arms had been sent down to arm the
white company at Edwards's Station by rail without a guard or escort.

When Caldwell's com]>any marched from Edwards's it brought the Ed-
wards company with it to Jackson ; for what puri^ose I am unable to

state.

I will say that at that time the excitement was very great. A day
or two after the return of Caldwell's company, or about that time, it
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was also rumored and currently reported, and jjenerally believed, I may
say properly, that Governor Ames intended to send a company of militia,

a colored company, to Yazoo County, which added to the excitement.

CITIZENS ASK ITS DISBANDMENT.

About that time this committee of citizens waited on Governor Ames
one morninj? and represented the state of things here, and the great

danger of a collision between the races, and begged him to disband this

militia, as the only means that would preserve the peace. They com-
menced a negotiation which ended in this agreement, and in Governor
Ames disbanding the militia.

Mr. John Eobinson, Mr. Joshua Green, and Col. J. Z. George, Mr. E.
Eichardson, General T. J. Wharton, and several other gentlemen whose
names I cannot now recollect, among the best and most respectable

citizens of this town, com^iosed the committee. Do you want to know
what transpired at that interview ?

INTERVIEW WITH GOVERNOR AMES.

Q. You mean the interview between them and the governor?—A.
Y'es, sir.

Q. 1 have no objection.—A. Perhaps I may state how the interview
was arranged, though that probably is immaterial—how it came about.

1 believe the subject was i)pened by Colonel George, who stated to the
governor what he thought was the condition of things here—the condi-

tion of public sentiments, and the condition of the country; that it was
that Governor Ames's military mov^ements—his calling out the militia,

his arming the colored militia, the marching of Caldwell's company
through the county with their bayonets fixed and drums beating, and
with the paraphernalia of war, the report of this proposed invasion of

Yazoo County by militia companies with all the insignia of war—had
produced an intense state of indignation among the white people ; that
Governor Ames's motives were regarded—that his object was regarded
—as an attempt to carry out his political purposes; that that was
the general idea ; that his administration was distrusted by the white
people here.

He used this expression : that the people in this country did not
understand this thing of flourishing bayonets all over the country,

and that if the present state of things continued he believed it would
result in a collision between the races. He gave Governor Ames the
assurance for himself, and the other gentlemen that waited on the
governor, that they desired anything rather than so deplorable a
thing as a conflict of races here ; that the best way of solving

the difiBculty was for Governor Ames to disband his militia, and take
the pledges of the best and most law-abiding white gentlemen of this

country, that the peace of the country would be maintained, and the
laws respected. These sentiments in different phrases were expressed
by several other gentlemen of the committee.
Governor Ames asked what was desired ; and it was suggested to him

that he should disband this militia, and that the white people, if that
was done, if he would cease to operate the militia through the country,
would give him any assurance that they did not desire a state of war
here, or a conflict of races.

He then proposed to disband the militia with their arms in their hands;
and the objection was made by Mr. Eichardson that that would not
Ijrobably help the difiiculty.

Thereui^on an adjustment was arranged as agreed upon, as published
in the papers ; which was, in brief, that the militia was to be disbanded
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and sent home, and the arms were to be deposited with Major Allen,
who was to take charge of them as the custodian designated imme-
diately by the parties.

Q. Major Allen was the United States officer in command here?—A.
Yes, sir.

Q. This agreement was subsequent, as you say, to the Clinton affair?

—A. Yes, sir ; this agreement was on the 13th or 14th of October, as
well as I can remember.

Q. Were you in this county in the canvass after that date ?—A. Yes,
sir ; I have been here from about the first of September until the pres-
ent time, have not been out of the county since then.

NO FURTHER DISTURBANCE AFTER DISBANDMENT OF MILITIA.

Q. Was there any further disturbance in the county—any collisions ?

—A. No, sir ; not that I heard of. I believe this—it is a matter of be-
lief with me, an opinion—that all the time from the date of the organi-
zation of the militia down to the time it was disbanded, the white peo-
ple dreaded a collision between the races. I believe that the colored
people believed that there was going to be a collision, and that they
were exceedingly unhappy about it ; and, although when the militia was
disbanded it might have disai)pointed some politicians, I think that
the negroes felt a great deal better and more at ease. I think it was a
relief to everybody who really wanted to see peace and quiet in this

country. 1 am sure that was my sensation.

QUIET ELECTION AT JACKSON.

Q. Were you here on the day of the election ?—A. I was here in
Jackson.

Q. Did you vote?—A. I voted, sir.

Q. What was the character of the election as to peace and order?

—

A. 1 saw no diiliculty, and I heard of none. I did uot hear of a blow
being struck that day, nor of a fist-fight. I did not hear of any dis-

tuibiince at all, or see the exhibition of a weapon.
Q. Was there a full vote polled f—A. My recollection is that there

was a full vote ; more than a full vote. I think there was probably au
unusually large vote polled here.

NO THREATS AND NO INTIMIDATION.

Q. Did you hear of or had you any knowledge of any kind, of the intim-
idation of anybody during the election, as to their voting?—A. No, sir;

I did not see or hear of anybody being intimidated in Jackson.
Q. Or of violence practiced or threatened towanl them ?—A. No, sir;

I did not hear of a threat. I will state this, that 1 asked a good many
colored men to vote. my way, and they refused, and lefused very inde-

pendently, and went on and voted their own way, I presume. On the
other hand, I asked three or four to vote my way, and they assented
to it.

Q. Was there or not a good deal of dissension in the republican party
in regaixl to their candidates and the policy of their party ?—A. I
heard thci'c was

;
yes, sir, there was a great deal of disaffection in

the republican party, I believe, during the whole canvass.

Q. Were you present at any other political meetings during the can-
vass than in this county?—A. No, sir; I was not out of Hinds County
during the canvass.

Q. Since the election, what has been the condition of the community
as to peace and good order f—A. I expect it would compare favorably
with most any community in the country. North or South.

Q. Uave you heard or seen anything whatever of intimidation or
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violence in this community since the election took place ?—A. I have
not.

Q. Did a number of colored people vote the democratic ticket in this

county at the last election "?—A. Yes, sir; I concluded that they did;
the majority indicated that. 1 sjpoke of several that I asked to vote
the ticket, who votqd with me.

MILITARY RECORD AiND POLITICS OF THE WITNESS.

By Mr. Cameron :

Q. What is your age ?—A. I am thirty-two.

Q. What part, if any, did you take in the recent civil war ?—A. 1
was in the army on the confederate side.

Q. What length of time were you in the army I—A. I went into the
army early in the year the war commenced, and remained in the army
until the surrender of our armj' in this department.

Q. To what political party do you belong, if any ?—A. Well, sir, lam
a democrat.

Q. How long have you been attached to that party ?—A. Since I have
been a voter. I belonged to no party before the war, and, of course, I

belonged to none during the war. Since the war, I have not been classed
excej)t as a democrat.

Q. Where have you classed yourself?—A. I have classed myself as a
democrat.

Q. Where does your father reside ?—A. In Jackson.
Q. To what political party does he belong ?—A. He was a whig in

ante-bellum times. Since the war, he has co-operated with the demo-
cratic party.

THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY IN MISSISSIPPI—HOW COMPOSED.

Q. He has been a member of that party, as you understand it ?—A.
Yes, sir. The democratic party in Mississippi I may say, Senator, has
been composed of the old-line whigs and democrats alike ; and the demo-
cratic party has been composed, exclusively almost, here of white men

;

and before last fall the bulk of the republican party had been composed
of the other race.

FIRST NEWS OF CLINTON RIOT.

Q. At what time did you first hear of this Clinton difficulty ?—A. In
the evening of the day when the difficulty occurred.

Q. You heard of it by a telegraphic dispatch from the mayor ?—A.
No ; I first heard of it irom Mr. Marion Smith, a friend of mine, who
called at my house about my dinner-hour that day. I then went to-

town, and afterward received a dispatch.

HOW HIS COMPANY WAS ORGANIZED.

Q. How was this company got together that accomi)anied you tO'

Clinton ?—A. Well, I stated this in the telegraph -ofiQce : I said that

these people needed assistance down there ; they ought to have it, and
that I proposed to go to Clinton, and that others ought to go. There
was quite a party there who said they would go, and others fell in and
joined ; and we agreed to meet down here, which we did late in the

evening.

Q. What organization, if any, did you have here?—A. We effected

an organization here that evening, just before we got on the cars. It

was eiiected, I think, in this way by young Mr. Green, son of Mr. Josiah
Green, a banker; it was proposed by him that I should take charge of

that organization, or extemporized company, and it was agreed to by
acclamation, I believe.

22 MISS
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Q. You then were elected captain, as it were?—A. Yes, sir; you may
style it captain.

RIIPORTED AMBUSCADE OF NINE TO A DOZEN NIOaEES.

Q. What other officers, if any, were elected or appointed, or agreed
upon for the company?—A. None at all, sir, I believe. I designated one
or two persons to assist me in going down there that night ; and I will

tell you how I came to do that, sir. When I got aboard the train, Mr.
Pine, the conductor, came to me and said, "Mr. Johnson, I think it is my
duty to tell you that there is an ambuscade arranged for you at a place
about two miles from Clinton." He says, "As I came by there I saw from
nine to a dozen niggers—it was a moonlight night or a starlight night

—

I saw them ou the bank of the railroad, by a tank, and I saw their guns,
and I am sure they were armed. I think you ought to know that." I

told one or two persons in the party—probably two or three. 1 told the

conductor if that was the case, we must move down very cautiously to

Clinton, and that he must move the train very slowly, and keep a good
lookout for any obstruction on the track. After getting out, about a
mile and a half from Jackson, there was a rifle-shot fired at the train,

which 1 was told i)enetrated the tank of the engine. That tended to

cGiitiriii me that I would probably meet with resistance going to Clinton.

Wo moved down slowly until we came within about a mile of this tank,

and 1 then concluded to stop the train, and take the men out of the cars,

and place them on each side of the railroad, and move down on foot to

the tank to see what was there. I did not want to run the train down
there and wreck it on what 1 presumed would be some obstruction on the

track, and probably, from information of the engineer, an armed body
of negroes there to attack me. That led to the appointing of some per-

sons to act temporarily as assistants in the company; I designated two
gentlemen; I forget now who they were.

NO AMBUSCADE AND ONLY ONE NEGRO.

Q. Did you find an ambuscade there?—A. No, sir. I sent a few men
—two or three ; a small party—down the railroad in advance of the main
body of men tliat 1 had, and they found that the track was obstructed,

as 1 understood, with rails and logs, and ran one negro oft', whom I pre-

sume was a i)icket of some sort on guard there; but I did not find the

negroes that the conductor had reported to me were there. We removed
the obstruction, and got on the train and went to Clinton.

WENT DOWN ON A SPECIAL TRAIN.

Q. Did 50U go down ou a regular or a special train?—A. On a special

train, sent up.

Q, Sent from Clinton here for the purpose of taking you down ?—A.
Yes, sir.

Q. When did you first receive notice that that train would be sent

here for you?—A. I received notice some time about dark, I believe

—

perhaps some time after dark; I am not perfectly clear as to the precise

time.

Q. How many men accompanied you to Clinton?—A. About sixty, I

believe, sir, as near as I can remember now; perhaps one or two more,
perhaps one or two less.

THE COMPANY WAS PREPARED FOR BATTLE.

Q. Were they armed; and, if so, iti what manner and with what weap-
ons?—A. IMauy of them had shot-guns; a few of them, I suppose—

I

can only guess at it, I did not pay special attention to it—ten, fifteen,

perhaps twenty—had army guns—needle-guns; one or two had Win-
chester rifles, and some had nothing but a pistol.
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Q, Did your compaDy have ammunition?—A. Yes, sir; I think they
had some. I think the men who had the army guns had two or three
rounds, probably three or four rounds, apiece; I presume, though I had
no information on that point, that the men who had the shot-guns had
something to load them with.

Q. You understood that they were prepared for battle?—A. Yes, sir
;

I understood that. I never would have gone down with empty guns, of

course.

ARRIVAL, IN CLINTON.

Q. What time did you arrive at Clinton ?—A. Between 10 and 12, as
near as I can remember now.

Q. Were you met by His Honor the Mayor, after you got there?—A.
No, sir; I was not met by the mayor.

Q. Did you see him ?—A. I think I saw him that night, but I am not
perfectly sure whether I saw him that night or not. 1 am sure I saw
him that night or early next morning before I left.

CLINTON NEVER HAD BEEN IN POSSESSION OF THE NEGROES.

Q. You may state whether or not you found large numbers of negroes
there, whether they were armed, or what hostile demonstrations, if any,
they made.—A. I found no large number of negroes in Clinton. The
town of Clinton is a little village, and I found it in possession of the
white people, and the negroes had never had possession of the town.
The riot or affray occurred probably a mile from Clinton.

Q. About what number of negroes did you see in Clinton ?—A. I only
saw a few in Clinton

;
I presume the negroes who live there. I saw none

of the country negroes in Clinton, and I don't believe any of them were
there.

Q. You may state whether those negroes you saw there were armed
or not.—A. No, sir ; I did not see any armed in Clinton.

Q. What white men—I do not mean what residents of the town, but
state whether or not there were any other armed companies, besides
your own there.—A. There were.

Q. Where were they from, and how many were there?—A. I can only
approximate that: there were two companies from Vicksburgh ; I don't
know how many men were in each of these companies; I presume there
were 40 or 50 in each company.

Q. State whether they arrived there before you.—A. There were some
there ; whether there was any other organization—now I am speaking
of the Vicksburgh companies—I don't know whether it wasanimpromptu
organization like my own or not ; I presume that they were. I am not
positive as to that, however. There were other men who were not from
Vicksburgh and not from Jackson, butwhether they were comingin singly

in twos or threes, or whether they had perfected a temporary organiza-
tion or not, I am not sure.

THREE TO FIVE HUNDRED ARJIED WHITE MEN IN CLINTON.

Q. About how many, as near as you can estimate the number, of
armed white men were in Clinton that night?—A. I do not think I saw
more than one hundred, probably one hundred and fifty, that night;
they were dispersed throughout the town though, and it was said that
there were between three and five hundred. 1 do not know that anybody
had any correct estimate of how many there were there. There was a
goodly number there, however; an abundant number to take care of the
place and all the white people there undoubtedly. I think there was a
pretty strong force at Clinton ; between two hundred and fifty and five

hundred I should say.
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Q. Did you place pickets about around the town ?—A. I did not, but
I understood that there were patrols that night; in other words, there
were men on guard in Clinton that night.

Q. Did you know whether any armed negroes from the country at-

tempted to enter Clinton that night or not ?—A. I am satisfied that they
did not.

Q. You stated, I believe, that there was no fighting or disturbance—
I think those were the words you used—in town that night after you
arrived there?—A. Kone, sir ; none at all.

ONE DEAD NEGEO SEEN.

Q. Was there any disturbance next morning before you came away;
were there any negroes killed? Idon'task you whether you have personal
knowledge of it or not, but whether, from information or otherwise,

there were negroes killed the next morning; and, if so, how many and by
whom killed, as you understand it.—A. I am going to answer that
question in two ways. In the first place, at Clinton I had no personal
knowledge, nor was 1 informed when 1 left Clinton, that any negroes had
been killed that morning, except that I saw the dead body of one negro

;

but when he was killed, or how, and by whom, I don't know. I have
never been told.

Q. You made no inquiry as to how it happened ?—A. I did not ask
who killed him. It was just as I was leaving town. I saw him in the
street; he was near a little market there.

Q. Did any one appear to have charge of his body, or was he just lying

there dead?—A. He was just lying there dead; it was early in the
morning. I believe I did ask the question—it would have been a natu-
ral one—how that negro was killed ; and I asked it of my own men, and
they replied that they did not know anything about it; they presumed
that he had been killed that night ; and I have no doubt that he was
killed by white men.

SEVEN OR EIGHT NEGROES KILLED NEXT MORNING.

Q, Did you afterward ascertain, or were you afterward informed?

—

A. Now 1 will answer that other part. When 1 went to Clinton to make
this inquiry, I asked everybody that I thought could tell me how many
negroes were killed the next morning; and I stated in my report to

Colonel George that I inferred that there were about seven or eight
negroes killed the next morning; that is, in Clinton and in the vicinity

of Clinton. I know this ; that there were all sorts of reports about the
number, and the reports among the negroes in circulation was that
that number was very large.

Q. But from the best information you could get there, there were six

or seven ?—A. There were six or seven, and I cannot say how many more
were killed. I would not undertake to say that. I mean to say, I do
not undertake to say how many I might have heard of being killed.

Q. Did you ascertain from your inquiries, with any certainty what-
ever, as to whom they Avere killed by*?—A. I might have saved you the
question. They were killed by white men, you know. The negroes that
were killed were killed by white men ; they were not killed by negroes.

Q. State whether it was done by white men from this city or from
Vicksburgh.—A. The men from Jackson came back with me. Some of
the killing was attributed to the Vicksburgh men. Whether they did
it or not 1 did not know ; neither did I have any information that would
lead me to conclude that they did it, or how much ot it they did.

Q. So far as you know, the onlj- armed men that were there were your
comi)any and the two companies fromVicksburgh ?—A. And those other
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persoDS from the couutiy who were there. There were a good many
from the aurrounding country. I think some came from as far as New-
ton, the lower part of the county. All the men who were there were
armed in one way or the other, either well or imperfectly armed.

Q. Did you ask the names of any of the negroes that were killed the

next morning *?—A. No, sir ; 1 did not. I don't think 1 could give you
the name of a negro that was killed there.

Q. Did you ascertain that a very old negro was killed?—-A. I heard
by report that an old negro had been killed, but his name I never learned

;

or, if I did, I have forgotten it; and I don't know whether it was a
fact or not.

Q. Did you ascertain where he was killed ?—A. No, sir ; not the pre-

cise place.

Q. Where were those negroes generally killed 1—A. It was reported
generally that they were killed in the vicinity of Clinton, out in the

country. I don't know but of one negro that was killed in Clinton, and
1 presume he was killed by white men.

SAVi^ A MAN SHOOT AT A NEGRO.

Q. Did you see any white men that attempted to shoot negroes or kill

negroes when you were there? Didn't you, in fact, interfere to prevent
it yourself ?—A. Now I will tell you, sir, the only thing I saw in the shape
of a demonstration of violence at all—and I am glad you called my atten-

tion to that—was very early in the morning, when I was going down to

the depot to try to get on the train which left me, and which had carried

off' nearly all my men. I saw a man some distance from me shoot

at a negro. The negro ran off. One or two more shots were fired at

him, and I called on the men not to shoot any more ; and as far as I

could see the negro he was running across the field.

Q. Was that negro armed?—A. No, sir.

Q. How many shots were fired ?—A. Several, sir. I did not count
them. I did not know who the negro was, or who the white men were.

They were some distance off.

Q. Were they fired by your men ?—A. No, sir.

Q. But were fired by white men?—A. Yes, sir; some distance, proba-

bly one hundred or two hundred yards from me, and the man whom I

saw shoot at this negro was a stranger to me. I never learned his name,
and did not ask.

Q. What was the negro doing at the time?—A. Was not doing any-

thing. The first shot 1 did not see the negro, and then I looked and
saw the negro running, and this white man firing at him and several

others. It was very early in the morning.
Q. Did you see any other negroes around town ?—A. No, sir, I did

not. I think that was the only negro I saw that morning. Perhaps
there was one about the de})Ot, but I am not positive as to that now.
My recollection is that I saw another one about the depot, who was
probably employed there for some purpose or in some capacity.

NOT SAFE FOR NEGROES TO APPEAR ESf THE STREET.

Q. Was it not understood that it was not safe for negroes to appear
in the street that morning? Did you not understand it so yourself?

—

A. Well, I did not think it was safe for them.
Q. Why not?—A. Because the people there were very much excited,

and very much inflamed at what they called, and what they regarded
then, as an unjustifiable killing and mutilation of those white men the

evening before.
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THREE WHITE MEN KILLED.

Q. How many white men were killed the evening before, according to
the best information yon have?—^A. There was young Sivley was one,
Thompson was two, and Chilton was three.

Q. Any others ?—A. I don't call to mind any other white men.

NUMBER OF NEGROES KILLED.

Q. How many negroes were killed the day before ?—A. There were
several, sir.

Q. How many I—A. I presume there was three or four, perhaps as
many as five ; that pamphlet, I believe, contains the number of negroes
that was killed.

Q. Do you recollect whether you made that statement to Colonel
George or not ?—A. I am not sure that I did, sir ; but it will show for

itself.

STAY OF THE VICKSBURGH ARMED MEN IN CLINTON.

Q. From the best information you have, Mr. Johnston, how long did
those armed men from Vicksburgh and from the adjoining country re-

main in Clinton ?—A. I think nearly all returned that day, sirj though
possibly they may have remained a little longer.

Q. Have 3 ou any information on that subject ?—A. I have been told

that they did remain, but the most of the men returned on Sunday. I

have been told—1 don't know whether it is perfectly reliable or not—that
several men who came from Vicksburgh remained in Clinton probably
a day longer than Sunday—a few, I presume, only.

THEY KILL NEGROES ON SUNDAY MORNING.

Q. Have you any information to the eflect that any of those men
raided around through the country shooting negroes?—A. That is what
I have spoken of, on Sunday morning. 1 have no information, and I
have no reason to believe, that after Sunday there was any raiding or
shooting or killing at all. The killing of negroes Sunday morning was
all the killing that I have been informed ot or heard of.

The Chairman. In your letter to General George, you say, " During
Saturday night and Sunday morning, i)erhaps seven or eight negroes,
who were supposed to be leaders in the aflray, were killed by the
whites, who were indignant at the murder and mutilation of their white
friends."

By Mr. Cameron :

Q. Did you have any testimony to show this?—A. No, sir; I don't
know the names of those negroes.

NO TESTIMONY TO SHOW THEY WERE LEADERS.

Q. Did you have any testimony to show that they were leaders in the
aflray ?—A. No, I did not.

Q. By whom was it supposed that they were leaders in the affray?

—

A. 1 did not carry that into the examination I made, but it was more
the opinion of persons there.

Q. What did you derive that opinion from; whether or not you had
any testimony showing that ?—A. No, sir; I did not go into any inves-
tigation of that question, as to the motives that led to the killing of
those negroes; but, from the whole state of aflairs, I came to the infer-

ence that it was the indignation

Q. You came to that inference without any testimony I—A. No, sir
;

I did not attempt anything of that kind, i asked persons there ; for

instance, some suggestions were made to me; 1 could not of course inquire
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into everything I heard about, but I asked several persons how many
negroes were killed. I asked Lewis, and he said he had heard of some
seven or eight or nine. The supposition was that they were killed by
white men who were indignant at the killing of those white men the
day before, and it was meie matter of inference to me that the negroes
who were killed were supposed to be implicated, and not that innocent
negroes should have been killed.

Q. You heard that one very aged negro was killed ?—A. I say that

I heard that report; whether it was true or no, I don't know.
Q. Did you hear that he was a leader in the affray that took place

the day before ?—A. I did not.

Q. Did you hear that the negro whom you saw dead on the street was
a leader in the affray the day before *?—A. No, sir, 1 did not.

Q. Did you hear that the negro whom you saw several white men fire

at was a leader in the affray the day before ?—A. No, sir.

Q. Which of the negroes that was killed did you understand was a
leader the day before?—A. I can only answer that in this way: I did
not go into a special inquiry as to which of the negroes were leaders,

or whether they were leaders who were killed, but that was more my
own inference than anything else.

REPORTS BEFORE GOING TO CLINTON.

Q. Before you started from Jackson for Clinton on that evening, did
you see and converse with any persons who were at Clinton during the
affray and had returned to Jackson ?—A. I don't remember that I did,

sir.

Q. Did you see Captain Estell ?—A. I cannot call to mind ; I don't

remember of seeing Estell that evening.

Q. Did he not state to you and your company that there was no ne-

cessity of your going down there at all ; that there were no negroes
there, or language to that effect 1—A. I have not the slightest recollec-

tion of it.

Q. At the time you left, had you any information that the negroes
had fled from the town of Clinton *?—A. Yes, sir, I had ; I told you how I

got that information. You asked me just now if I had conversed with
any eye-witness before leaving Jackson. I did not remember to have
conversed with any eye-witness, but I was either told in one of those
dispatches, or I learned it from some gentleman who came on the regu-

lar train that evening from Clinton after the fighting had ceased, that
the negroes had all left Clinton in the direction of Campbell's place,

which is toward Edward's Depot, and that the white people were then
in possession of the town. I remember in one of those dispatches—which
seemed to have been a point of apprehension to the people of Clinton,

the mayor stated that they apprehended an attack ; that the negroes
would mass and attack the city. 1 think that was the fear, sir.

NOT A DOZEN NEGROES IN CLINTON.

Q. You may state whether or not many of the negroes from Clinton
or that vicinity assembled in Jackson soon after the Clinton afliay

;

whether they came in here in large numbers or not.—A. There were a
good many negroes in Jackson after that from the country. How many
came from Clinton 1 cannot inform you. Clinton is a pretty small place,

and I do not sujipose that there are a dozen negroes in Clinton. It is a
little bit of a village, and many of the persons residing there are very
poor, and have very few servants, and many of them none. I think
there were some Clinton negroes in Jackson.
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WHAT REFUGEE NEGROES REPORTED.
Q. Did you hear from the negroes who came to Jackson immediately

after that affray why they came here aud left their homes on the plan-

tations where they had been at work?—A. It was said that they were
apprehensive of some barm to them from the white people.

Q. You understood that to be the reason of their coming ?—A. That
was given as the reason why they came. Now, as to what was actually
operating on their minds, I cannot, of course, say ; but that was the
reason they gave, and the reason their political friends gave, as to their

coming into Jackson.
Q. When and b}- whom was it first proposed to you to go to Clinton

and investigate this matter?—A. I don't remember, sir. I don't re-

member, indeed, how it came about.

INVESTIGATED FOR THE CHAIRMAN OF THE STATE DEMOCRATIC COM-
MITTEE.

Q. Can you give the committee an idea as to when it was first sug-
gested to you, and by whom ?—A. I said I went down at the instance of
Colonel George ; but whether I mentioned it to him first, or whether he
mentioned it to me first, I am not positive, but my recollection is that
Colonel George one day said to me—I think a short time afterward—

I

think it was at his suggestion—I think he opened the subject and told
me that he thought it would be a good thing to go down there and get
a statement up about that affair.

Q. That is his statement, as near as you can remember?—A. Yes, sir;

aud I tell you why 1 think he did so was because the republicans here
represented the Clinton riot as a horrible outrage on the colored peo-
ple.

Q. What instructions, if any, did General George give you in regard
to making that investigation ?—A. None, except to go there and examine
the persons who knew all about it, aud write ont their statements.

Q. llow many persons did you examine therein regard to this thing?

—

A. I cannot remember the exact number, sir, but the testimony of each
one examined is in that pamphlet.

THREE NEGROES AND TWENTY WHITE MEN EXAMINED.

Q. How many republicans did you examine ?—A. There were several
negroes examined, and 1 presume they were republicans, [examining
pamphlet ;] three, I think—three colored persons.

Q. llow many white men were examined ?—A. The pamphlet shows
that there were twenty-three affidavits in all. It shows the color of each
witness, whether white or colored, though it is possible there are some
there that are not designated. Some of these statements contained in

this pamphlet were not made before me. The statements of Ramsey
Wharton, jr., aud Jesse Wharton were handed to me by their uncle,

General Wharton, in Jackson. And other statements contained in this

pamphlet were taken by either Judge Cabinis or Mr. Shelton. All the
etatements or affidavits contained in this pamphlet were not taken at

Clinton, though most of them were. For instance, the statements of
the two Messrs. Wharton were handed to me, as I have already stated,

by GeJieral Wharton. The afiidavit of LI. O. Dickson, 1 see from this

pamphlet, was made before a notary public, and whether it was handed
to me, or General George, or the printer, I am not able to state. I

think, however, it was handed to me. The affidavits of S. S, Hubbard,
C. W. Grafton, aud J. W. Lowry purport to have been made before J. W.
Covington. The joint affidavit was sent to me by some person living at
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Eaymond, whose name I canDot dow recall. According to tbe best of

my recollection, all of the affidavits were taken at Clinton, by either

Judge Cabinis, Mr. Sheiton, or myself, except those that I have specific-

ally designated as being taken elsewhere. The pamphlet shows that

there are three statements of colored men, and the name of J. W. Lowry
is followed by the abbreviation " Eep.," by which I infer was intended
to designate his politics as republican.

Q. Then you state from an examination of the pamphlet that there

are twenty-three affidavits, three of them made by colored men, and one
made by a white republican, as you suppose ?—A. As I presume ; I do
not know whether he is white or colored 5 there is nothing there to

show it.

NINETEEN DEMOCRATS AMONG THEM.

Q. And what were the politics of the other nineteen, as far as you
know ?—A. I judge them to be democrats ; as far as I know I don't pre-

sume there is a republican among them ; if there is, I did not know it

then nor now.
Q. Who assisted you in making this examination ?—A. Judge Cabi-

nis and Mr. S. M. Sheiton.

ALL DEMOCRATS WHO. INVESTIGATED.

Q. What was their politics ?—A. Mr. S. M. Sheiton is a democrat

;

Judge E. W. Cabinis I have always classed and regarded as republican

since I have known him. Last fall he acted with the democratic party,

but whether he called himself a democrat, or only operated with them,
as I think a good many other republicans did here—well, several others

that I know of.

Q. Was Judge Cabinis acting with the democratic party at that time
that he was assisting you in making this examination ?—A. I believe

that he and I were in full politica4 accord in that campaign, at all events
for the purposes of that campaign ; he had always been a republican
before that.

Q. Which wing of the republican party did you recognize him as be-

longing to ?—A. I understand that he has been rather classed as a home
republican, in contradiction to a carpetbag republican, I think ; there

has been more or less feeling between them.
Q. Sometimes designated as Alcorn republicans, are they not ?—A.

They are sometimes called that way; whether that would be a correct

classification I do not know, or whether the two classifications are co-

extensive with each other, embracing the same men, I do not know.

NO OFFICIAL AUTHORITY TO MAKE THE INVESTIGATION.

Q. You had no oflicial authority to make this investigation 1—A.
None in the world, and did not pretend to have, and I said to everybody
who came before me that I had not any official authority.

Q. I will ask you as a lawyer whether perjury could be predicated on
any of those affidavits ?—A. I do not think it could, sir j that is my
legal opinion.

NO PERJURY BY VOLUNTARY AFFIDAVITS.

By Mr. McDonald :

Q. Have you any statute in this State that makes it perjury where a
party makes a voluntary affidavit and subscribes to it ?—A. I am not
aware of any such statute just now, sir; but in making the affidavits I

attached the same moral importance to the sanction of that oath as if

that was the case. ,
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JUDGE SWANN NOT EXAMINED.

By Mr. Cameron :

Q. You are acquainted, I believe, witli Judge Swaun ?—A. Yes, sirj

I have known him for a long time.

Q. Is he a man of good character ?—A. Yes, sir ; I regard him as a
man of excellent character. I have known him long and well.

Q. Didn't you at the time you made this examination at Clinton know
that Judge Swann was present and noticed at least a portion of the dis-

turbance f—A. I know Judge Swann was there, sir.

Q. Your father made the speech there, didn't he ?—A. Yes, sir. I was
not advised, though, as to whether Judge Swann was an eye-witness of
the origin of this difficulty.

Q. Did you ask him before you made this examination ?—A. No, sir;

I did not. I did not have conversation with him.
Q. Did you ask him to make an affidavit?—A. No, sir, I did not. I

did not ask anybody to make an affidavit.

witness's purpose and hope in making the int^estigation.

Q. For what purpose did you understand that that pamphlet was to
be used when you were making the examination ?—A. In exoneration
of the white people of Clinton.

Q. Whom do you mean by the white people, the democratic party or
not ?—A. It is only calling the thing by two different names ; the white
people there were democrats, and the democrats were white people. I

mean the white persons who partici|iated in that affray. I went to Clin-

ton with the hope that the investigation would show that they did not
produce that conflict, and I think my anticipations were fully realized

;

but I went there without knowing.
Q. You made the examination at the request of the chairman of the

democratic State central committee?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And you made your report to him ?—A. I did ; I addressed him
that letter on my return.

Q. And delivered either actually or theoretically your report to him'?

—

A. Handed it to him in person, with this letter.

Q. Whether or not you understood it was to be used by the demo-
cratic party in the campaign ?—A. Colonel George did not tell me what
he was goiug to do with it when it came back. He asked me to go
there and clear up this thing—investigate it. When I handed him the
papers, I had one or two conversatious with him—no set appointment
for the purpose of discussing this n)atter, because I saw him frequently
during the canvass; but it was incidentally mentioned as to whether he
would publish it or not, and he finally concluded to publish it, because
he thought it was a complete exoneration of the white people who par-
ticipated in that riot.

I do not know—I reckon you want to get from me an opinion or im-
pression hypothetically as to what was to be done with if it it had turned
out to be unfavorable. I am not advised of what would have been done
under those circumstances ; but I would have delivered the statement
to Colonel George, accompanied by such remarks as I thought proper
and fair, and left him to decide ; but I don't think that I ever dwelt in

my own mind upon the idea or inquiry as to what was to be done with
it if it had turned out to be a little unfavorable to us.

HOW witnesses came to TESTIFY.

Q. Was it your intention not to take the testimony of any except
those who voluntarily and without solicitation on your part, or the part
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of your associates, appeared before you ? How did they happen to make
affidavits?—A. They happened to do it in this way: I went down to

Clinton and saw Judge Cabinis, and met Mr. Shelton there the day
that I went down. I don't remember exactly what day it was. I think
before 1 went to Clinton, Colonel George had made the same request of
Mr. Shelton, and doubtless he had made the same request of Judge
Cabinis. Those gentlemen were advised that we were going to inquire
into that matter, and so when 1 went down there I presume they had
suggested it to persons that they thought would know something about
this matter, and several gentlemen appeared before me, and I presume
they suggested it to others. I do not know whether those gentlemen
who came before me to testify were asked to come or solicited to come,
or simjjly informed of the fact that I wanted to find out about that
Clinton business, with the other gentlemen with me.

Q. Is it your opinion that those who appeared before you appeared at

the request, or solicitation, or suggestion, or advice of those two gentlemen,
who were associated with you or any other persons who accord with them
politically ?—A. I suppose this : that all the persons who came before

me certainly came voluntarily ; I had no legal authority to force them to

come, and no force was attempted to be used, or dreamed of being used.

It is a matter of inference with me. They were either requested by the
two other gentlemen, or by gentlemen there, who were advised that we
wanted to get at the bottom of this thing; or else they simply came on
learning that we desired to make this investigation.

Q. So far as you know, did those who appeared before you and your
associates at that examination, know what your and your associates'

political opinions were ?—A. Yes, sir ; I presume they all did ;
I do not

entertain a doubt of that.

WHY HE DID NOT CALL AS MANY REPUBLICANS AS DEMOCRATS.

Q. If it was your object to arrive at a true statement of that diffi-

culty, please explain why you did not call as many republicans as demo-
crats to testify?—A. Well, sir; I can probably answer that by saying
that most of these men who testified there were known to me personally

;

I confided in them fully, and I regarded their testimony as sufficient to

satisfy my mind on those points. Several witnesses whom I know per-

sonally were eye-witnesses, and knew as much personally as any one else

on the ground could have known.
Q. Then you did not call the repulicans because you did not have any

confidence in any statement that they might make?—A. No, sir; not
necessarily. I do not think my idea would legitimately resolve itself in

that. I took the testimony of three colored men, whom I presume were
republicans ; I don't know, but my general recollection of that matter
now is that they were in conflict with the white men. If I had exam-
ined every colored man on the ground I would not have finished in a
year ; but after taking the testimony that actually was taken, I con-

cluded that I had reached the true facts of the case.

Q. And you did not think it necessary to go any further ?—A. No, I did

not ; not that I did not believe a man on oath because he was a repub-

lican. Many of the white gentlemen there whom I know I would have
relied upon their statement made in that way, as far as I would have
relied upon their statements under oath ; and I regard many of them as

of the highest integrity of character.

REPUBLICANS WHO WERE PRESENT AT CLINTON.

Q. Were you aware then of the names of any prominent republicans

who were present at the Clinton affray ?—A. I know generally that
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Charles Caldwell and Eugene Welborne were there, and perhaps a son
of Charles Caldwell, who were generally considered leaders, were on the
gTound at the time of the affray.

Q. Do you know of any white republicans who were there ?—A. I

spoke of Judge Swann just now. I know he was at Clinton on that day,
and 1 know that Captain Estell was there on that day ; and Captain
Fisher was there. Those are the only three whose names I can call to

mind.
THE COLORED WITNESSES.

Q. Were you personally acquainted with the three colored men whose
aflBdavits you incorporated in that pamphlet?—A. No, sir.

Q. Did you know that they were republican leaders or not, or regarded
as such ?—A. I did not, sir, indeed.

Q. Why did you take their testimony in preference of all other re-

publicans?—A. Simply because they came there to me, either volun-
tarily or at the solicitation of some other persons, I dou't know which,
and said they were willing to make a statement to me; and I explained
to them that I had no official authority to take their statement, and if

they chose to do it I would write down all they had to say about it. I

did write it down as fully and fairly as I could.

Q This Mr. Lowry you are not acquainted with?—A. No, sir; that
was taken in the lower part of the county.

Q. You don't know of your own knowledge whether he is republican
or not !—A. No, sir ; I do not. I stated that " Eep." was opposite his

name, but 1 do not know that that was intended to designate him as a
republican ; that is a mere matter of inference with me.

Q. How long after this examination was made was it published, under
the direction of the chairman of the democratic central committee?—A.
I cannot remember the exact time.

Q. About how long ?—A. I think, probably, in the course of a week or
t«n days it was placed in the printer's hand.

THE REPORT CIRCULATED AS A CAMPAIGN DOCUMENT.

Q. What was done with it after it was published ; was it circulated as
a campaign document ?—A. Yes, sir; it was circulated as a campaign
document. It was a fair, open, and above-board document. It says,

•' Published and distributed by the democratic conservative executive
committee."

I will make an additional statement on one point. At the inquiry into

the origin of this difficulty, after taking the testimony of many eye-

witnesses—white gentlemen whom I am acquainted with and regard as
gentlemen of veracity and integrity of character—I was satisfied in my
own mind that I had arrived practically and iairly at the facts in the
case, and that is the main reason why I did not extend the examination
any further, as I would have developed no new facts by so doing. I

thought it was impossible that they all could have been mistaken as to

the facts which they stated they saw.

THE STATE MILITIA.

Q. By what authority were the militia companies of which you have
spoken organized ?—A. Under State statute.

Q. You can state whether or not a proclamation was issued by Gov-
ernor Ames, inviting citizens of the State to organize in militia com-
panies, or something to that effect ?—A. White people ?

Q. Citizens of Mississippi.—A. I don't remember such a proclamation.
I do not mean to say that it was not issued, but I do not recall it just

now ; but of course it is a matter of record and would speak for itself.
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Q. As a matter of law and fact, could not the white people have or-

ganized themselves into companies just as easily, as far as any legal
question was concerned, as the negroes ?—A. The white people could
have organized together, and could have gone through the form of

electing their officers, if you mean that, by thus organizing themselves;
they could have become a militia company by virtue of such organiza-
tion ; but I presume that it required the acceptance by the governor of

a militia company raised in that way before it would come to be a
militia company under the State law ; at least that has been my notion
about it.

Q. How many negro militia companies were organized and accepted
by the governor ?—A. There was one in Jackson, Tapley's company;
one in Clinton, Caldwell's company ; one at Edwards—the name of the
captain is unknown to me ; and I believe a Brownsville company.

Q. Four in all ?—A. Yes, sir. I think those companies, all four of

them, were armed. I have been told there was another company north
of Jackson organized and accepted, but whether it was armed or not I

am unable to say. I cannot call to mind now any more comiDanies but
those. I have understood that there was a white company near Jack-
son organized and tendered to the governor, which was never accepted

;

I know it was never armed.
Q. How many white companies were organized and accepted ?—A. I

only know of two, sir.

Q. Where were they organized ?—A. One in Jackson, Mr. Clinghan's
company, of which I have spoken, and the Edwards's Depot company,
which was armed, I presume a short time—a few days before the militia

was disbanded ; but during a greater part of the time of this militia

business, only one white company was in the field.

I will state this, sir, and I expect it will be fair and proper for me to do it,

as a matter of public history, that there was a pretty general impression
among the white people that the white companies would not be accepted,

and the report that this one here had been tendered and had not been
accepted strengthened that opinion. 1 do not state as a fact that that

company was tendered and refused, but that was the general belief.

Q. It was generally believed by whom?—A. By white persons here;

it was the current opinion among white people. I do not know what
the negro sentiment on that subject was.

Q. Did you or any other democrats, as far as you know, ever apply
to the executive of the State for the purpose of ascertaining whether or

not that white company was accepted?—A. I did not.

Q. Was it attempted or not ?—A. I do not know.
Q. Then you had a mere rumor of it I—A. That is all ; that is all I

am speaking of now, sir.

Q. Could you not, as a matter of fact, have ascertained 1—A. I could

have done so.

Q. You resided here during that time?—A. I did.

Q. Colonel George is a resident of this city, is he not ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Mr. Barksdale is a resident here ?—A. Yes, sir ; Mr. Barksdale,

the editor of the paper, is a resident here, if you mean that gentleman.

THE PEACE-TREATY COMMITTEE REPRESENTED THE DEMOCRATIC
PARTY.

Q. Yes, sir. You stated in regard to this committee that negotiated

a peace with Ames, that they represented the white people of the State :

now, I will ask you, as a matter «f fact, if they did not represent the

democratic party only ?—A. Yes, sir ; they did.
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Q. That is all ?—A. It may have been in a certain sense a self con-
stituted committee ; but a very laRge public meeting was held in Jack-
son afterward, which ratified their action, and I believe it was generally
approved in the State.

Q. Were they recognized as a committee representing the democratic
party of the State ?—A. Yes, sir ; it was called a citizen committee ; I
think it represented the democratic party; and if it did represent the
wbite citizens, it did represent the democratic party.

ABOUT THE STATE MILITIA INVADING A COUNTY BY AUTHORITY OF
THE GOVERNOR.

Q. You said that it was understood that these companies were to in-

vade—that is the word you used I believe—Yazoo County. Now, so
far as you have any knowledge or information, state what militia com-
panies were to be sent, or what militia companies Governor Ames talked
of sending, into that county. What I want to get at is, whether or not
this white company, as well as the colored companies, was going.—A.
I never heard anything said by anybody about sending a white com-
pany to Yazoo City, and it was generally believed that the colored com-
pany was the one that would be sent.

Q. Was any militia company in fact sent to Yazoo County ?—A. It
was not. The governor promised in that conference not to send them
to Yazoo County.

WHAT THE DEMOCRATS PROMISED IN THE TREATY.

Q. What did this democratic committee promise to do on their part
in that compact ?—A. I can only speak from my recollection now of the
jirinted agreement. My understanding of that was, that the best se-

curity—Colonel George put it in that way—that the best security that
Governor Ames or anybody could have for peace and order in this

country
Q. This State, you mean, I suppose?—A. Yes, sir; this State—was

the moral sentiment of the best classes of white people here, which he
thought was in the direction of law and order and peace; and in pur-
suance of that idea Colonel George made the pledge that he, for the
white citizens, or for the democratic party, if you so choose to term it,

would use all means in his power in the interest of law and order to
restrain anybody who at any time might desire to produce any diffi-

culties.

Q. Did he not agree that the republicans throughout this State would
be allowed to carry on their canvass, and that they should not be in-

timidated, or prevented through intimidation or fear, from voting as they
chose to vote at the election ; or something to that effect?—A. I do not
know that that was stated in detail, but I presume that it would be in-

cluded in the general idea that the white people were desirous of hav-
ing good order and peace and quiet in the State; and it was so stated,
that we wanted a peaceable election, and a fair one.

Q. Do you know what arrangements were made in Yazoo County in
regard to the canvass in that county, and in regard to putting a repub-
lican ticket in the held in that county?—A. I know nothing personally,
sir, of the affairs in that county. I was not there during the whole
canvass.

Q. Were you one of this committee of democratic gentlemen who
made this treaty with Governor Ames?—A. Yes, sir; I was.

Q. None of that committee had any official right to enter into such
agreement, had they?—A. No, sir; not one of the committee had any
official position. 1 will make this statement: I do not think that at
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the first coufereuce Colonel George stated that he was representing the
democratic party, or that anybody there stated that they were repre-

senting the democratic party. All that was said to Governor Ames
was, either directly or indirectly, carrying out the idea that we were
representing the citizens.

Q. By citizens you meant the white citizens?—A. Yes, sir. We did;
and I know that there were men on that committee, if not all of them,
who thought, as I thought then, and continue to think now, that what
we were doing was for the interest of the colored citizens as well as the
white citizens. It was the interest of everybody in the State that that
state of things should end.

NO COLORED CITIZENS REPRESENTED.
Q. Did any of the colored citizens ask you to act in their behalf?

—

A. They did not. I have not stated that I was a representative of
them, but I have stated that what the committee did resulted in their

benefit.

Q. That is your opinion about it *?—A. Yes, sir.

DO NOT KNOW THAT ANY COLORED CITIZENS CONCURRED IN THE
AGRREEMENT.

Q. Do you know of any leading colored citizens who concur with you
in that opinion ?—A. I do not, sir ; I never discussed the matter with
any leading colored politician.

MEANS OF THE COMMITTEE TO CARRY OUT THEIR AGREEMENT.
Q. What means did this committee of democratic gentlemen have

for carrying out their part of the agreement that was entered in with
General Ames ?—A. I do not think that it proceeded on the idea that

any set means were to be put in operation. Eather, it occurs to me,
that the whole thing proceeded on this idea : that if Governor Ames
would abandon his warlike attitude, and disband his colored militia,

the whole cause of trouble was at an end, and that none of the

white people would attempt to act on the aggressive, or to inaugurate
a war of races, or a difiiculty between the races, after that. The main
grievance of the white people was that little local standing army of

militia, and if that was removed, we did not anticipate any aggressive

movement on the part of the white people.

Q. Then the agreement on the part of Ames was to disband those

militia companies, and there was no agreement on the part of the dem-
ocratic committee ; they did not agree to do anything f—A. It is not
possible that 1 put myself in that attitude, is it ?

Q. If they agreed to do anything, what did they agree to do; and
what means had they of doing what they agreed to do ?—A. Colonel

George and all the others stated that if Governor Ames would disband
the militia that there would not be any further trouble ; that that was
the main grievance; and he said : " Governor Ames, I will pledge you
myself that I would desire peace, order, and a fair election, and every-

thing of that sort in this country, and 1 believe every other good, solid,

white citizen in the State feels that same way ; and I will pledge you,

sir, that they will act that way."
Q. Who will?—A. The people. He assured him that they would

;

and he said further, " If there is anybody, any white person anywhere,
who desires in any way to produce a difficulty, I will promise you to use

all my moral force and all my political iuflaeuce in the direction of law
and order and peace and a fair election."

Q. The idea was, then, that what this committee recommended to the
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white citizens of the State, that they would do "?—A. I think I have ex-

plained as fully as I can, sir, my idea of that thing.

Q. You have given all the explanation you can of it *?—A. I have
given what I consider a fair explanation of it, according to ray under-
standing of the agreement.

"PEACEABLY IF POSSIBLE, FORCIBLY IP NECESSARY."
By the Chairman :

Q. I want to call your attention to an article from a newspaper, the
Daily Times, of Jackson, of Saturday, August 7, 1875, purporting to

be an extract from the Eaymond Gazette. It reads in this way

;

[Raymond Gazette.]

There are those who think that the leaders of the radical party have carried this

system of fraud and falsehood just far enough in Hinds County, and that the time has
come vFhen it should be stopped—iieaceably if possible, forcibly if necessary. And to
this end, it is proposed that whenever a radical pow-wow is to be held, the nearest
anti-radical club appoint a committee of ten discreet, intelligent, and reputable citi-

zens—fully identified with the interests of the neighborhood and well known as men
of veracity—to attend as representatives of the tax-payers of the neighborhood and
the county and true friends of the negroes assembled ; and that whenever the radical
speakers proceed to mislead the negroes, and open with falsehoods, and deceptions,
and misrepresentations, that the committee stop them right then and there, and com-
pel them to tell the truth or quit the stand.
We know of no better way in which the falsehoods and frauds scattered by Ames's

emissaries can be successfully met in the presence of the negroes, and we suggest that
the i»racticability of this plan be discussed in the clubs. Really honest men of the
radical party, if there be such, cannot object to it. The professional liars and thieves
will of course call it " intimidation," "force," and all that. Well, if men will not vol-

untarily cease telling lies about their neighbors and the people of the country, they
ought to be forced to stop it.

Desperate cases require desfjerate remedies. We have a desperate case on hand

:

nothing less than the recovery of Hinds County and the State of Mississippi, and all

that our people hold dear on earth, from the hands of regularly-organized bands of
thieves and robbers and perjured scoundrels. We must use remedies equal to the
emergencies of the case if we desire to arrest the disease.

CERTAIN MISSISSIPPI PAPERS AND THEIR UTTERANCES.

Q. Of what political opinion is the Eaymond Gazette ?—A. A demo-
cratic paper.

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. This is a republican paper that this article is published in ?—A.
They call it a sore-head republican paper, I believe.

Q. Have you anything to say in reference to this article ?—A. Ijfooe,

I believe ; except I never heard of that advice being followed in any
instance.

Q. What paper is this taken from ?—A. The Daily Times, of Jackson.
It contains an extract purporting to be from the Hinds County Gazette.

Q. I call your attention to the fact that it is a part of the article

only, and that it appears to be so in the paper.—A. I take that to be
an extract from the Raymond Gazette.

Q. Did you ever know at any time that any of those recommendations
were carried into effectinthis State at all upon the part of the democratic
party 1—A. I never heard of it being acted upon anywhere in the Stat«.

Q. Have you any idea that any such scheme was ever carried into

effect at all ?—A. I have not. [To the chairman.] If you are per-

sonally acquainted with the editor of that paper, the Raymond Gazette,
you would not think that he was in earnest.

Q. I will ask you whether you ever knew of that article, whether you
are in any way responsible for that article, or whether you ever believed
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that article was in any way adopted by your party 1—A. I am not re-

sponsible for that article.

Q. Do yon remember ever to have seen it before ?—A. I think I saw
it in the Times.

Q. This paper that you see now ?—A. Yes, sir ; that is my recollec-

tion.

Q. Have you any knowledge of it being carried out in any way ?—A.
I never heard of an instance where that advice had been acted upon.

BELIEF THAT THE NEaHOES BEGAN THE RIOT.

By Mr. MacDonald :

Q. What was the prevailing belief among the white people at Clinton
on the Sunday night you got down there as to who commenced that
riot 1—A. I was told by the white people that I conversed with that
night that the negroes had originated it, and it was generally believed
in Cliuton that night that the negroes had originated and provoked
that difficulty, and that they had gone to Cliuton for the purpose of
haviug a difficulty; that was tlie impression among the jjeople there.

ABOUT THE PERSONS KILLED.

Q. What was the belief there as to how Chilton came to be killed in

his own door-yard "?—A. Public opinion there at that time was that it

was wanton and unprovoked.
Q. Was it understood that he had had nothing at all to do with the

difficulty dowu at the ground ?—A. I am only speaking of the opiuion
of the people, which was that he did not participate in the affray, and
that he was killed in his own yard ; killed wantonly and without any
l^rovocatiou.

Q. Those three persons that were killed in the riot down there, had
their bodies or persons been mutilated as you understood?—A. Yes,
sir ; it was told to me that Sivley's body was mutilated ; that he was
stripped of his underclothing ; that his abdomen was ripped open ; that
his skull was broken in, and that one or more of his fingers were cut off,

and his rings were taken off. Of course I do not swear to the kuowl-
edge of that; that w^as told me.

Q. In what estimation were Chilton and Sivley held by the people of

that neighborhood?—A. They were very much liked. Sivley was the
son of an old and highly-respected planter, and generally liked, I think.

He was regarded as a man of estimable character. Chilton was well

liked, well thought of by his neighbors and friends; a young man of

fine family.

Q. What was Chilton's character as to peace and order ?—A. He had
a good character—a most excellent character. I never heard of his

getting into difficulty. Sivley's character was also good in every par-

ticular, as far as I know, and 1 have kuown him all his life—since he
was a little boy.

Q. Do you know where their bodies were when you were there on
Sunday night ?—A. I do not know,, sir.

There is another matter that 1 probably should have stated, in con-

nection with my examination-in-chief, and I presume it would be proi)er

for me to state it now.
The CiiAiRSiAN. Certainly.

The Witness. 1 went to Clinton on the Sunday evening following

this difficul!;y with a sheriff's posse; I raised a posse for him. There
was a rumor in Jackson among the negroes that there were still acts of

violence being done in Clinton.

23 MISS
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NO OCCASION FOR GOING TO CLINTON.

By Mr. Bayaed :

Q, State who was the sheriff.—A. Mr. Taylor, he was deputy sheriff;

he took charge of the posse, at the Id stance and direction of Harney,
who was sheriff, and we went to Clinton and back along the dirt-road, com-
ing in late that night ; and the deijuty sheriff' stated to me—I believe he
reported to Ames—that everythiag was orderly and quiet and peacea
ble, and that there were no acts of violence, and no armed bodies ot

men, and no trouble of any kind going on. I had a conversation and
an interview with Governor Ames on Sunday night, when I came
back here, which I would state to show more the state of feeling here

than anything else ; but before stating that I will say this : that on Sun-

day night there was a great deal of apprehension felt by the white peo-

ple from the negroes. It was generally believed that we were to have
trouble here from the negroes; it was generally believed that the

negroes in some way were going to get hold of the State arms here. I

remember Harney requested me to get him up a posse of men to go
to Clinton, and I told him that he could get as many as he wanted in

Jackson ; told him that I knew he could get fifty. He said, '• I don't

want but ten or fifteen." To show you my own feeling about it—I did not

want to leave Jackson at that time with any men at all unless there

were assurj^nces that those State guns were not to be given to the

negroes—not to the negro militia company, for there was no negro mili-

tia company organized—and was so telling some other gentlemen riding

up the street in a carriage just before 1 left. I can't remember who it

was with me at the time. They said, " That is all right ; we have seen

Governor Ames, and he will not give those guns to the negroes." And
I said, " On that assurance I will go on down to Clinton, although there

is no occasion for going to Clinton." I was only speaking for myself

individually.

GOVERNOR A3IES REFUSED TO ARM THE NEGROES.

By the Chairman :

Q. It was true, was it not, that there were some negroes killed, at or

near Clinton, on the morning of the Sunday that you went there in the

evening ?—A. 1 have already stated that I was there early Sunday
morning. Upon my return from Clinton that night, about 11 or 12

o'clock, I found this state of things in Jackson : I found when I came
into town a crowd of men at the State-house, who were guarding the

State guns. There were twenty-five or thirty gentlemen there. I asked
them what they were doing there, and they said that they were there to

guard those guns, and that Captain Packer, an employe or an attach^

of Governor Ames, was also in the State-house. 1 asked, " What are

you guarding those guns for?" and they stated that It was because it

was currently reported that the negroes were going to make a dash on
those guns, and get them.

I went to Governor Ames that night and asked to see him. His
servant came to the door and said that the governor had retired,

but he would see me, and I was ushered up stairs into his bed-chamber.

The governor had his coat Joff, and I presume had been lying down.
He asked me in. I told him my object in coming ; that it was to learn

what was to be done with those State guns ; that I understood there

were a great many in the State-house. He said, "There are quite

a number of needle-guns in the State-house." I said, "It is gen-

erally believed—it may be unjust to you, sir, in every sense, but it is

generally believed, and the white people are very apprehensive here,
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that these colored people are to be armed with these guns ; aad I

find a guard at the State-house." I said, " Is the guard there with your
approval^ and he said, "The guard is at the State-house with my ap-
proval. I had been advised of it before they went there, and I sent
word to Packer that I approved of that guard being stationed there
to-night, to keep, as it was supposed, those negroes from getting those
guns." He said, "The negroes have been here besiegingme for those guns,
And they have," as he said, " clamored for those guns, and they demand to

be armed." I said, " I sincerely trust that they won't get Ihem." He
says, " No, I would not think of giving them, those guns, but they have
besieged me and clamored for them." He said, " I think they want them
for self-defense."

That was the state of feeling at that time, and I make that statement
in answer to a question of Senator Bayard, as to the apprehension of

the white persons, immediately after the Clinton riot, and I do not be-

lieve that apprehension was fully allayed until the militia was disbanded.

By Mr. Cameron :

Q. Just at that time, as you went to see Governor Ames, were or

were not the negroes from the country coming in here in large num-
bers?—A. Yes, sir.

By Mr. McMillan :

Q. Frightened?—A. I think that a great many of them were in an
opposite condition of mind ; some of them were not frightened.

HOW generally white men bore arms.

By Mr. Cameron :

Q. I ask you whether it is not a fact that a large majority of the

white men of this State have private arms ?—A. A very large propor-

tion of them have 5 whether that constitutes a majority or not I cannot
say, but I expect as a general thing the white people here have arms

;

not in the sense of improved army weapons, but shot-guns.

Q. Did not many of them retain their old army guns ?—A. I am not
advised as to that, sir ; but I volunteer the opinion that there were very

few, if any, of the old army guns retained. I think there was a general

surrender to the Federal Government after the war.

HOW HIS company WAS ARMED.

Q. How many of your company had arms of that kind when you went
to Clinton ?—A. I think there may have been from ten to twenty-five

that had army guns, but I think that those were some guns that had
been issued several years before to a white militia company that had
been disbanded, and a few of those guns had been retained by Mr. John
Kobinson here for the rent of the room, that the company owed him.

Those were the guns that I alluded to.

Jackson, Miss., June 12, 1876.

Frank Johnston recalled.

the agreement between gov. AMES AND THE WHITE CITIZENS.

In compliance with request made by Mr. Bayard, and perhaps other

members of the committee, I have obtained and now produce a pub-

lished statement of the conference or meeting with Governor Ames and
the committee of white citizens who waited upon him. It is clipped

from the Daily Clarion, a newspaper published in the city of Jackson,
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State of Mississippi, under date of ^ov. 16, 1875. I now band it to the
committee.
The paper was then read, as follows

:

THE AGREEMENT BETWEEN GOVERNOR AMES AND A COMMITTEE OF CITIZENS.

October 16, 1875.—At a meeting of the citizens of Hinds and some of the adjoining
counties, the following proceedings were had :

On motion, Dr. T. G. Rice was called to the chair, and explained the object of the
meeting to be to have a conference with the governor iu reference to the militia. Mr.
Moore, of Yicksburg, was appointed secretary.
At this point General J. Z, George and others, who had just had an interview with

the governor on that subject, appeared in the meeting. General George was requested
to state to the meeting the result of the interview.
He then, in presence of all who had made the call with him, stated in substance as

follows:
That he had received information that it would be agreeable to his excellency Gov-

ernor Ames to have a conference with some of the citizens of the State in relation to
the i)rcsent condition of affairs, and in accordance therewith he had arranged for an
interview, which had just taken place. The citizens attending were Joshua Green, D.
Shelton, E. Richardson, J. W. Robinson, H. Hilzhiem, T. J. Wharton, Frank Johnston,
J. C. Rietti, Robert L. Saunders, General Robert Lowry, W. L. Nugent, and himself.
That the interview had been full and frank on the part of the citizens and of the

governor ; that the governor had announced to the committee that in consequence of
Col. A. T. Morgan's refusal to go back to Yazoo County, ho had abandoned the purpose
of sending liim there with two companies of militia, one white and one colored, which
had been his original purpose, and that he had also countermanded an order for guns
to be shipped to Do Soto County.

After this a conference ensued between the citizens and the governor in relation to
the disbanding of the militia.

The citizens, in response to fears expressed by the governor that peace and good order
would not be preserved and that colored men would not be permitted to vote as they
please, assured the governor that there was no other desire among the whites
thaH that peace shouhl be preserved, the laws enforced, and a fiiir election had ; that
llio leading whites had all along inculcated this; and they also assured the governor
that they would pursue this course until the election, and would, both by precept and
example, do all iu their power to preserve peace and good order and secure a fair elec-
tion. The governor said his whole object in calling out the militia was to preserve
order and suppress disturbances; that he was originally opposed to arming the mili-
tia, but was, under all circumstances, as he deemed it, forced to do so ; that iu view of
the statement made by the citizens he was willing to meet their views as far as he
could, and to this end be promised that he would order all the militia companies '.vhich

had been organized to disperse and go to their homes with their arms.y Eut on further
coiiHultatiou it was agreed that the arms of the several con)pauie8 organized should be
deposited in depots iu the neighborhood iu which the companies were raised, and
should there be guarded by United States troops, to be detailed for that purpose, and
to bo under the control of the governor and to be removed only on his order ; or, if

United States troops could not be gotten, then the arms were to be guarded by men
selected and agreed on by the governor and General George ; that the arms would not
again be delivered to the militia except in case of riot or insurrection which could not
be suppressed by the civil authorities.
The citizens above named expressed themselves satisfied with the arrangement.
After this report and some discussion iu the meeting, it was
"iiVso/rcrf, That the foregoing citizens and also the following additional gentlemen,

to wit, Messrs. W. A. Montgomery, E. W. Cabinis, T. C. Catchings, George 6. Man-
love, A. M. Harlow, Colonel Gilruth, Dr. Moore, and Judge Chester, should be requested
to go to Governor Ames and tender the thanks of the meeting for what he had done,
and represent to him that it would be better and more satisfactory if he would agree
that all the arms should be guarded in Jackson."
The committee waited on Governor Ames, and he declined making any change in the

arrangement which had been agreed to between him and the citizens. Ho was asked
if the arrangi'inents with the citizens included the idea that no more militia would be
organized. He answered, " that nothing was said on that subject expressly, but it was
his purpose and intention to organize no more."
The committco retired to the meeting and made report of the second interview, and

what was done was deemed satisfactory, and the meeiing then adjourned, after request-
ing the report of the interviewers with the governor be reduced to writing and made
public.

T. G. RICE, Chairman.
H. H. MoORE, Secretary.
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The conference, as I stated on Saturday, was, I think, on the 13th of
October.

Q. That writing in pencil relates to the date of the newspaper ?

—

A. Yes, sir.

Q. (By Mr. Bayaed.) What was the date of the conference?—A. I

thinii it was October 13. It was a daily paper; comes ont as a weekly
now. I would like to state this : that my best recollection is, that that
is a fair statement of what occurred betweeu Governor Ames and the
committee, audmy understandiug of it at the time was that it was pub-
lished with Governor Ames's approval aud consent, and had been sub-
mitted to him. About that point, however, I have no personal knowl-
edge.

HISTORY OF PEACE COiMFERENCE.

By the Chairman :

Q. You do not know of Governor Ames having disavowed it after

that?—A. No, sir; I never heard of his disavowing it; 1 believe it has
been kept by him. On Saturday I was asked a general question, which,
perhaps, might have called for a statement as to the mode aud manner
in which this peace-conference came about. Not knowing or not think-

ing that it was very material, and as 1 was privately concerned in it, I

felt then that it might be regarded as egotistical to have stated the de-
tails in connection with that matter. Since then I have concluded it

best to state what I have now said, and ask the chairman and gentle-

men of the committee if it is desired that I shall make that statement.

HOW THE AGREEMENT WAS BROUGHT ABOUT.
By the Chairman :

Q. Of the details ?—A. As to the manner in which it was bronght
about.
The Chairman. Go on, Mr. Johnson, and make your statement.
The Witness. On the day before the consultation a conference was

actually had. Feeling apprehensive that there would be serious diffi-

culty between the races, it occurred to me to make an effort to bring
about a meeting or conference between leading white citizens and Gov-
ernor Ames, in the hope that some satisfactory solution might be arrived

at, or an understanding of the views and feelings of the white citizens

might be brought home to Governor Ames. With that view I suggested
this idea to Mr. Joshua Green, who concurred in it as being a good sug-

gestion, and I thereupon went, in company with Mr. Green, to Colonel
J. Z. George. While conversing with Colonel George, Judge Harvey
Ware, the chancellor of the State, and an appointee of Governor Ames,
a gentleman whom I presumed was on friendly terms personally aud
politically with Governor Ames, came up. 1 stated to him this subject

of conversation between ourselves and Governor Ames—and Colonel

George, I should have said—and told him I thought it was very desira-

ble that some peaceable solution of this difiiculty might be arrived at.

I stated to him generally that the white people were in a high state of

excitement ; that I thought the colored people were in as high a state of

excitement, aud that in the interest of peace and order and for every
consideration of that kind some effort of this sort should be made; that

1 thought that Governor Ames ought to know the wishes, feelings, and
views of the white people of the country, and ought to know it from
themselves. He asked me what I could do to carry out that i)urpose.

I suggested to him that I thought probably it would be a good idea to

go to Governor Ames, to tell him what had occurred between us at that

interview, and, if necessary, to use my name and Mr. Green's, and to
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say to him that onr object was to i)revent a reign of lawlessness, and
avert any trouble between the races, and ask him that if he desired to
make an effort in that direction to give us an intimation of that kind,
and that I was snre that Colonel George, Mr. Green, and myself, and
another white gentleman, would be glad to wait on the governor in that
spirit. Judge Ware left me, as he said, to call on the governor, and,
perhaps, in the space of an hour, would return to Mr. Green's bank;
and, upon my entering the bank, I found him in conversation with Mr.
Green. Judge Ware then stated to Mr. Green and myself, both, that
the governor was very glad to have reci^ived the message, and that he
would be willing to see Colonel George, Mr. Green, and myself, and any
other of the white citizens who desired to call on him. I communicated
that fact to Colonel George, and the next morning this deputation, or
self-constituted committee, waited on Governor Ames. That, I believe,
substantially, is all that I know in regard to the origin or commence-
ment of the negotiation or intercourse between Governor Ames and the
white citizens on that subject.

ABOUT MR. CHASE.
By Mr. Cameron :

Q. Did a man named Chase have anything to do with bringing about
this conference ?—A. Not to my personal knowledge, but 1 have been
informed that he called on Colonel George, but whether before or after
I had this interview with Colonel George and sent the message to Gov-
ernor Ames I am not sure. My impression is that Colonel Chase, or Mr.
Chase, called on Colonel George after my interview with Colonel George.

Q. Uave you stated the date of your interview with Colonel George ?

—

A. It was the day preceding the meeting between the citizens and
Governor Ames. That would have been the 12th. 1 perhaps may say
that 1 am strengthened in the impression that it was after, that Colonel
Chase called on him, because 1 think it would be highly probable he
would mention that fact in my interview with him.

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. Do you know who he was, this Mr. Chase who has been referred
to ; this George K. Chase ?—A. I cannot remember his initials. He was
a gentleman who purported to represent in some way either the Govern-
ment of the United States or the Attorney-General, Mr. Pierrepont. I

cannot tell you where he lives. 1 am informed he had been here a good
Avhile before I knew he was here. The first time I ever saw him, or
knew he was here, w^as on the day of the conference between Governor
Ames and the citizens.

Q. Was he present?—A. Just as that interview opened, after Gov-
ernor Ames had walked in, and all the gentlemen present had taken
their seats, a gentleman walked in and seated himself in a corner of the
apartment, on a sofa, and I learned it was Mr. Chase.

Q. ^Vhere was the first interview held ?—A. At the Governor's man-
sion, in the front parlor.

Q. You know whether he remained here until after the election ?—A.
I tliink he remained, continuously, until after the election. He may
liave been out of Jackson, but during most of the time in Jackson.

Q. In the State?—A. Yes, sir; and during most of the time in Jack-
son, I think.

Q. Do you know whether Mr. Chase had frequent, if not daily, con-
ferences with Mr. George on the subject of political events then trans-

piring in the State of Mississippi ?—A, I saw him, probably, with Colonel
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George once or twice, but I am unable to state how often lie had inter-

views with him.

Q. Have you knowledge whether he submitted or was in the habit of
submitting to Colonel George complaints that reached his ears, asking
from Colonel George explanation of them ; and whether Colonel George
was in the habit of writing or telegraphing for replies and explanations
to those various charges, and submitting his answers to Mr. Chase

;

whether you know that in the general course of affairs between them "?

—

A. My recollection is that Colonel George had mentioned to me, incident-
ally and casually, the fact that some such complaints were made by
Mr. Chase. And I think, too, that Colonel George probably stated to me,
without any explantion as to details, generally, that he had been trying
to satisfy Mr. Chase, and telegraphing to the points where the com-
plaints originated. My recollection is not very distinct about this, as •

to the time, nor of the nature of the complaints.
I recollect one instance that Colonel George mentioned. It is the only

single one that I can now recollect, though there may have been others.

That was about some trouble in Claiborne County. I was told, either

by Colonel George or some other person, I don't know whom, but at all

events I heard in connection with that, that George did telegraph to

Woodville, and I also learned Mr. Chase was satisfied with it, but 1 am
unable to say what the cause of the trouble was down there at this time.

FRANK JOHNSTON'S REPORT AND TESTIMONY.

Campaign document No. 2.

—

Published and distributed by the democratic-conservative execu-

tive committee, 1875.

THE CLINTON EIOT.—A TRUE STATEMENT, SHOWING WHO ORIGINATED IT.—A PREMEDI-
TATED MASSACRE OF THE WHITES.—TESTIMONY OF WHITE AND COLORED WITNESSES,
UNDER OATH.

Gen. J. Z. George,
Chairman Democratic and Conservative Executive Committee

:

At your request we have received the statements of many persons who witnessed
the disturbance at Clinton on the 4th inst., which we now hand to you. We think the
followiug general history of the matter is fairly sustained by these statements

:

An invitation was extended to all persons to attend the republican meetiug and bar-

becue at Clinton. There was to be a joint discussion. Accordingly, perhaps sixty or
seventy-five white men went to the grounds. There were from one thousand to twelve
hundi'ed negro men present. As many, perhaps, as two or three hundred went there

armed with pistols. There were probably tweuly or thirty white men with pistols on
their persons, not more than fifteen ofwhom participated in the fighting. Many of the
negroes went to Clinton anticipating a fight, and armed for it, and seized, as a j)retext

for the affray, a quarrel between a white man and a negro.
There is nothing in the evidence to show that there was a drunken man, white or

colored, on the grounds.
The inception of the quarrel is enveloped in obscurity. But in the light of the sub-

sequent action of the whites we do not regard the merits of this altercation as im-
portant—at all events there was an altercation between a white man and a colored

man. The former left the negro, joined a small party of white men, a distance of about
one hundred yards from the speaker's stand, followed by the colored man. This party

of whites consisted at first of four or five, soon increased to about eleven ; was slightly

scattered in small groups. Some colored man cried, "A fight!" and called to the col-

ored men to " come on." Immediately orders were given to " rally;" the drums were
beaten; the cry of "kill the white men" was raised, and a large mass of negroes,

armed with pistols and knives and brandishing clubs, pressed down on the party of

whites. The crowd ofnegroes numbered probably as many as three hundred. The whites,

about eleven in number, gave way and retreated about forty yards, along a little branch,

asking the negroes to stand back aud keep the peace, and saying they desired no dif-

ficulty. The negroes in their front pressed on, crying " kill them !" After retreating
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this distance another crowd of negroes came down on them, coming from an opposite
direction. After the altercation commenced, and before the firing began, the whites
made every eftbrt to avoid a fight. About this time, a pistol in the hands of Mr.
Thomi)son (a white man) was discharged accidentally, the ball going in the ground
at his feet. A shot was next fired by a colored man, which struck young Mr.
Wharton. The firing instantly became general. The whites stopped and fired vigor-
ously. Two negroes were killed on the spot, and four or five wounded, and the crowd
in front of the whites retreated. The white men then commenced leaving the ground
in small parties. The negroes were rallied by one of their number, who told them not
to let the white men escape, and the pursuit began; separate crowds of negroes pur-
suing in different directions the retreating groups of whites. Sively and Thompson
(white) were overtaken, killed, and their bodies mutilated. Chas. Chilton was killed
in his own yard. Captain White was captured, shot, stabbed, and beaten, and left for

dead. Rice, Wells, Wharton, Eobinson, (all white,) and perhaps several others, were
wounded.

It was subsequently reported that the negroes threatened to attack the town, and
consequently during Saturday night between four and five hundred armed white men
were concentrated in Clinton, from Vicksburgh, Jackson, and the county, for the pro-
tection of the town.
During Saturday night and Sunday morning, perhaps seven or eight negroes, who

were supjiosed to be leaders in the affray, were killed by the whites, who were indig-
nant at the murder and mutilation of their white frieuds.

Early Sunday morning most of the white men returned to their homes, a few remain-
ing, at the request of the mayor, during Sunday night as a police force.

By Monday morning, as the mayor of Clinton states, the town and neighborhood
were quiet, and peace was restored.

In justice to the memory of Martin Sively, wo deem it our duty to state that he had
no connection with the commencement of the disturbance. His conduct was beyond
reproach. He was an estimalde gentleman, and a sober and exemplary citizen. We
make this statement to correct au unjust rumor that he was the originator of the dif-

ficulty.

E. W. CABINIS.
S. M. SHELTON.
FRANK JOHNSON.

iSiatemeni of JValtcr A. Braceij, {uhite.')

I reside in Raymond ; am a dentist by profession. I came to Clinton last Saturday
morning, on the occasion of the republiciin barbecue

;
perhaps as many as fifteen white

gentlemen from Raymond came to Clinton that day ; there was no disposition or inten-

tion on the part of any of these gentlemen to disturb the peace, or to interfere with
or interrupt in any way any colored men or any republican, so far as I know and be-

lieve ; I may safely say no such intention existed; the gentlemen from Raymond did
not come to Clinton in a body, but separately, and in the usual customary mode, by
private conveyances, on horseback, and in buggies ; the object was simply To hear the
speaking at this barbecue; about Ti o'eloek 1 went out to the grt)und selected for the
barbecue; most if not all the Raymond white men went out to the grounds; a few of
the Cliniou white men went out to the grounds, and otiiers from the neighborhood ; 1

do not think there were over forty white men on the grounds ; I saw part of a negro
procession as it came in Clinton ; I only remained in Clinton a short time before going
out to the place of the meeting, and I did not notice the negroes particularly ; I noticed,

however, that the negro in charge of this procession had a drawn sword ; lam sure

there was not an intoxicated white num on the ground during the day, nor did I see

an intoxicated negro ; there was not a disorderlj' or turbulent white man on the
grounds; my opinion is, not more than filteen or twenty white men, at most, were
armed; there was not a white man armed with a gun on the grounds; several
of tlu^ Raymond white men were not armed at all. The meeting was held at a grove
about three-quarters of a mile in a northwesterly direction from Clinton, about 300
yards from the Upper Vicksburgh road, and between it and the railroad, (V.& M. R.
R.) The speakers' stand is about a quarter of a mile from the point where the public
road erosses the railroad, and this crossing is between the speakers' stand and the town
of Clinton, and pretty nearly on a straight line toward Clinton. A few of the Ray-
mond gentlemen, I think, the two young Whartons, Vink Waddell, and Thompson, and
lierhiips young Huntly, about ten or fifteen minutes before the fight had been lunch-
ing at a wagon. Atter lunching they walked to their own wagon, about twenty steps

distant from where they had lunched. Tiiis latter wagon was at a branch in a little

itottom near a group of willows, about 100 yards from the speakers' stand. I passed
this party a short time—a few minutes—before the fight. They were very near the
wagon. Some were seated in chairs and some were standing. They were langhiug
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and chatting among themselves, and all in a good burner. None of them were intox-
icated, and not one of them was in the least disorderly. I am certain of this. I passed
them and walked toward the stand and near to it, accompanied by Martin Sivley.
Sivley was sober—in fact I know that he did not drink, and has not used any liquor
for at least three years. We stood (Sivley and I) near the stand a few minutes, when
my attention was attracted by a rush of negroes toward the spot where I left the Ray-
mond party, and by the remarks of the negroes as they moved down, to " come on, we
are going to have a fight." The negroes near me commenced drawing pistols and
moving in that directiou. I was surrounded by negroes, and every one I noticed had
a pistol in his hand. Not a shot had then been fired. I heard nothing of what was
transpiring down at the branch. I heard several orders given to the negroes to '' tall

in," or "form ranks, and come on." I then heard the drums, and just after the drums
beat a pistol-shot was fired aud the firing commenced. Before the shot was fired, how-
ever, Sivley and I walked toward the group of willows on the branch. We were en-
veloped in a crowd of negroee, nuniberiug several hundred, that were rushing toward
the spot, aud in fact we were borue along by the crowd. I reached the wagon at the
group of willows, where I had left the Raymond men before the firing couinieiiced.

The Raymond white men whom I had left at the wagon were uot at the wagon, but
they had retreated at least forty steps from the wagon before the crowd of negroes.
The negroes—a dense mass, several hundred iu number—were crowding close on them,
and pushed so close to them that I soon afterward lost sight of them. It was at this

point that the first pistol was fired, by whom 1 do not know. The first shot that I saw
fired, which was the second shot I heard, was fired hy a negro at youug Ramsey Whar-
ton, hitting him in the head. Sivley was with me at the time. Immediately after the
first shot a general firing commenced. The negroes continued to rush down to the
spot. The negroes then retreated a little on one side of this crowd, but the drums con-
tinued to beat, and numbers of negroes cried " come on," and they rallied. There were
not exceeding twelve white men on this part of the ground engaged in the fight. I am
informed that, iu addition to these, several other white men, not more than three or
four, whom I did not see, were engaged iu the fight. They were broken into little

groups a few paces apart, and were being crowded on by the negroes. The white men
retreated all the time, defending themselves as well as they could. All the while the
white men were giving way belore the negroes. 1 heard them asking for peace and
asking the negroes to stop firing on them. The negroes were crying, " Kill them,
damn them, kill them." The white men were soon scattered, aud those who were not
killed made the best of thtir way from the field. Sivley and I started to leave. We
were at first separated by a rush of negroes. We came together again, still retreating,

about two hundred yards from where the firing commenced. The negroes were then
on ns, firing and some striking us with empty pistols. At this point Sivley begged them
not to kill him, saying he hati not commenced the difficulty. They told him to give up
his pistol. He handed his pistol to a negro, holding it by the barrel and presentiug the
handle. As oue uegro took the pistol another negro knocked him down with a pistol,

breaking the pistol by the blow. Sivley staggered to his feet, and he and I ran otf to-

ward a cotton field, negroes pursuing, firing at us, and crying, " Kill them, damu them,
kill them." Sivley, as he rau, was bleediug from three wounds. We had gone, per-

haps, one hundred yards into the field, when Martin Sivley fell, struck by a negro from
beliind. I ran on into a little branch, and stopped a moment somewhat concealed.

Ten or twelve negroes surrounded him, aud I heard them striking him. After that I

came on to Clinton. After the firing became general the white men (as I have described
them) became separated and I lost sight of them, and cannot say how they left the
ground or how they escajied. I saw two negroes dead on the grounds, and four or five

others that I supposed to be wounded. I have since ascertained that three white men
were killed and about eight wouuded, (Charles Chilton is included, who was killed in

his own yard, as I have been informed.) I will here state that when I reached the
group of willows where I had left the party of Raymond gentlemen, and where the
altercation first began, I found that the crowd of armed negroes had crowded them
from the spot, and they had retreated about forty paces before the fight began. When
I reached the wagon at the group of willows, they were still retreating. There were
not more than eleven white men, not all quite together, but a little separated in small
groups. As the white men gave back, aud before the fighting began, I could hear
them (the white meu) saying to the negroos to " go back ; " that " there was no diffi-

culty," "no fuss," and that they "wanted no difficulty;" and the negroes, many of

them, at this time (and before the firing) said, " Kill them, damn them, kill them." At
this precise point of time, while the white men were falling back and the negroes
pushing on them, I think the negroes at that place and in the crowd that was pushing
forward numbered several hundred—certainly more than three hundred. Many of
them were armed. I saw numbers with pistols in their hands. I could safely say I

saw as many as one hundred. Many negroes had uplifted sticks. I could see the sticks

above the heads iu the crowd. Several had branches of trees in their hands, and oue
had a pole ten feet long. This was the attitude of the negroes as they crowded ou the
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white men "before tlie fighting actually commenced. I was not with the largest party
of white men I have spoken of, consisting of eleven or twelve, but off twenty paces
with Sivley, and I think Mr. Neal was with me. None of us—that is, Sivley, Neal, or

I—drew a pistol until the fighting commenced and the negroes attacked us. I had a
bullet-hole through my coat before I drew my pistol. I think the negroes had crowded
right uf) on the white men, and had actually closed up against them before the firing

commenced. I do not think there were more than fifteen or sixteen white men who
participated in the fighting, and, as I have stated, the little groups who were pressed

by the negroes, and who were retreating, as I have already described, consisted of

about eleven men. In conclusion, I will state that the party of negroes who pursued
Sivley and I was led by Charles Caldwell, jr. I saw him (Caldwell) shoot at us sev-

eral times. I am unable to state how the quarrel at the group of willows began, or

the persons who commenced the altercation.

W. A. BEACEY.
Sworn to and subscribed before me the 10th September, 1875.

[SEAL.] SILAS J. CAKEY, J. P.

Statement of Morris Ward, (ivhiie democrat.)

I live at Raymond at present. Came to Clinton on last Saturday, September
4. I went out to the barbacue about 12 o'clock. While Fisher (republican) was
speaking I was standing on the outskirts of the crowd that was gathered around
the speaker's stand; the first thing that attracted my attention was a rush of ne-

groes in the direction of the group of willows where the wagon of some of the Raymond
men was standing. I moved down in that direction and got pretty close to this wagon,
where I had seen the Raymond boys a short time before. The negroes were running
by me, drawing their pistols and pressing down on a small party of white men, about
ten to fifteen. This party of white men was scattered in little groups, a f( w p.-ices

between the groups; some of the negroes said, "shoot them;" others said, "kill

them." These white men were falling back before the negroes, and the negroes were
pressing them. I could hear the white men talking and pleading with the negroes for

peace. I heard them say they did not want a fuss. The negroes did not stop at all,

but continued to press on. The white men did not turn their backs in retreating, but
backed oft' from the negroes while asking for peace. They retreated because the crowd
of negroes pressed on them so closely. The negroes from other parts of the ground
continued also to re-enforce this crowd of negroes that were pressing the retreating

whites. The drnnis were beaten ; the negroes called to each other to "rally," to "como
in and kill the damn whites," and "damn sons of bitches." I saw the negroes close

up, almost iouching the trhHes, and a large negro in front of the negroes holding a large

pistol uplifted in his hand. At tliis time the whites had retreated about forty yards,

and another stream of negroes had approached them from nearly an opposite direction.

I would suppose that about three hundred negroes were in the crowd which was press-

ing the whites. All the negroes I noticed were armed; many had pistols, and those
who had no pistols had sticks, and clubs, and knives. I saw them drawing their pis-

tols as they ran down to the spot, and as soon as the first intimation was given that a
quarrel was going on they commenced drawing their pistols. About the time that
this crowd of negroes were so close to the white men that they could touch them with
tiieir hands, a shot was tired ; I cannot tell by whom, whether by a white man or negro.

In two seconds a general tiring commenced. I saw the whites make a stand and fire

vigorously ; then some of the white men retreated, and most of the negroes retreated;

the whites did not follow, but separated and commenced leaving the ground in little

groups of two or three; then one negro gave a yell and said, " God damn it, are you
going to let these whites ott' without killing them ?" There was one white man still

shooting ; the negroes then commenced coming back ; Captain White (a white man)
tlien said, " boys, stay together or we will be all murdered." I saw Captain White up
the hill, in the direction of Clinton ; the white men were badly scattered, making tbeir

^ay singly and in twos toward Clinton. The negroes having rallied, came up aud
divided into crowds that followed in various directions the white men ; that is, each
white man and every two white men who were together were followed by a Separate
crowd of negroes ; tlio negroes were still shooting ; the white men had quit tiring,

most of them had no loads in their pistols, and were beggiug the negroes not to kill

them. I could hear the negroes say, "Kill them, God damn them, kill them;" the
negro women came up and encouraged the negro men ; the whites seemed afraid to run,

but were then wallving off; soon afterward some of them did run. I left the grounds
pursued by the negroes ; before I reached the railroad crossing a negro came up with me
and pointed a pistol in my face, and another, who called me "Ijnckley," made him
desist; another negro came up and said, "Damn him, kill him; he's a white man;"
another negro pursued me with a hatchet, when Dr. West, a white man, passed be-
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t^veen us on a horse, and I then got oif to the railroad ; I could not see what became
of the other white men, the cout'usiou was so great and they were so scattered. When
I reached the railroad-crossing I saw ten or twelve negroes on the crossing, some with
pistols, who shot at me as I passed some distance from them. I next saw a gronp of
negroes in the' railroad below the crossing shooting. I saw another group of about ten
negroes in the tan-yard shooting at Mr. Wells, who was passing in a buggy ; I avoided
this group and came into Clinton. I suppose about fifteen white men participated in
the fight, and I think there were about sixty white men on the ground. In conclusion,
I will state that just before the firing commenced I said to Charles Caldwell, sr., who
was not more than a few steps fiom the party of white men I have already described,
thatTie must, for God's sake, stop this fuss. I heard him say, " I am trying to stop it."

I am sure Caldwell tried his best to stop the difficulty and to keep the peace. I can
safely say Caldwell did not participate in the fight, and I think I was in a posi-
tion to have seen and known it if he had, for I was standing near him. I do not think
Caldwell was armed ; I certainly saw no arms on him. I was born in Ireland, came
to America in 1849 ; lived in New York about seven years, in Illinois until 1866, and
came to Mississipj)! in 1866. I saw no white men on the grounds with guns; none of
the whites had guns; and I saw none of the negroes with gnus.

M. WARD.
Sworn to and subscribed before me this September 10th, 1875.
[SEAL.] SILAS J. CAREY, J. P.

Tlie su'orn statement of B. S. White.

I live four miles west of Raymond, in Hinds County, Miss. Having heard that there
was to be a joint political discussion at Clinton, Miss., on Saturday, the 4th September,
1875, and that the white people were invited to attend, I, in company with several
others, attended, reaching the town of Clinton about 11 o'clock a. m. We got to the
place of meeting about 12 o'clock m., where we found a large number of negroes and
very few whites. After we got there a large procession—said to be from Edwards
Depot—came in. After they had all dismounted, Judge Johnston took the stand and
commenced speaking. I walked around through the crowd in different directions. I

found the negroes very turbulent on every part of the grounds, making threats and
declaring they were going to have their way there that day. They frequently rubbed
against me, seeming to be trying to provoke a difficulty. Some of the white boys had
been drinking. I went to them and told them not to touch any more whisky, saying
to them that there was an immense crowd of negroes there and very few whites, and
it was manifest to me that the negroes were eager for a difficulty, and they would use
any pretext for beginning it ; that if a shot cracked it might begin. Just before Judge
Johnston finished speaking, I went among a crowd of negroes gathered on the south
side of the speaker's stand. I heard one negro say, " Who is that speaking ?" Another
said, "Johnston, I believe." The first then replied, " I did not come here to hear any
such damned stuff as that ; I want him to get down from there ; I want to hear Fisher
speak." Another said, " Well, I reckon he will soon be through, then we will have it

all our own way." I went back to where I had left the boys. Two of them were going
off down the hill. I called to know where they were going ; they said, " We have a
bottle of whisky down here." I then made them come back, telling them to remain
where they were, near the speaker's stand. Just before Johnston closed, the negroes

had become so boisterous and dissatisfied, and seemed so determined to prevent any
one from heariug him, that I remarked to a friend that Johnston had better quit, as

th"^ negroes seemed so much dissatisfied ; that I was sure he was doing no good. They
were very restless, walking about and making all kinds of noises, disturbing every
portion of the crowd. Pretty soon Johnston closed speaking. Fisher was then called

for, who at once responded. Immediately the negroes became quiet and all was still,

the negroes saying, " Now we will hear something good." Johnston's speech was very
kind iiud conciliatory ; the best speech I ever heard him make to the negroes, so far as

I cotild hear it. Fisher had been speaking some eight minutes when some person in tho

upper part of the crowd made some remark ; I could not hear what it was. Immediately
there wiisarush of negroes in that direction. I went there and found a young man, who I

was told was McNeal. I told him he must make no remarks in that crowd; that the

young men from Raymond had agreed to put themselves under my orders, and as he
had gotten willi them he must do the same thing, and I would have no talking in the

crowd. I then returned to where I had left the Raymond boys, near the stand. Pretty

soon I noticed a rush of negroes to a bottom about a hundred yards north of the stand
;

I told tho boys to remain and I would go and see about it. I ran down and jumped into

a buggy; I saw a large crowd of negroes surrouudiug two of our boys and trying to

get soiuethiug from them. Neither of these boys was Martin Sivley or Thompson ;
I

left both of these young men at the stand. Thompson was then talking to Captain

Lake, of Jackson, and 1 told Martin Sivley to keep the boys at tho stand until I re-
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turned. I called out to the crowd to stop that fuss, and to the negroes to let the boys
alone. They seemed to heed nie, and all would soon have becouae quiet, but just at
this time a negro from about Edwards Depot, wearing yellow epaulets, called out in a
loud voice, " We did not come here to l«t no God damned white trash run over us ; this

is our day." Just at this time Charles Caldwell, sr., came into the crowd followed by
about oue hundred uegroes. He said, " Stop this damned fuss here ; I am going to have
it stopped." Pushing his way through the crowd he reached the whites, saying, " Get
out of here

;
get out of here, yon damned rascals, and stop this noise." One of the

white boys said, " We are interfering wifh nobody; we do not wish to disturb any-
body, nor create any disturbance, but we will not be run over." Just at that time the
firing began. I cannot say positively who fired first; but I sincerely believe that the
first shot was fired by the negro from Edwards Depot, with yellow epaulets, before
spoken of. 1 was standing in a buggy above the crowd where I commanded a good
view of all, and I saw the smoke rise from a pistol in his hands. Just before the pistol

fired I heard a drum beat. By the time the firing began the crowd of negroes had be-
come very dense around the boys. As the negroes came they were brandishing their

pistols, crying, " Run over the whites ; kill the damned whites. Run over them, God
damn them ; run over them." I think I saw not less than three hundred negroes with
pistols in their hands. As soon as the firing began, the negroes commenced falling back
rapidly, and in a few minutes the bottom was cleared. Immediately then an immense
crowd of negroes came rushing down from the hill firingindiscriminately into their own
people. By this time the boys were making for the stand, leaving me alone. I called to

them to fall in on me and reserve their tiie, as we must get out of there. At this moment
a negro ran up to me, crying, " There is one of the damned rascals ; kill him." I turned
and fiiced him, telling him to get away, as I did not wish to kill him unless it was
necessary. He stopped, and one of the boys asked me to let him shoot him. I told
bim, "No; do not shoot unless it is necessary." We then moved on toward the prai-

rie, southeast of the stand, I telling the boys to keep closed up and fall in on me. As
we got to the edge of the prairie I saw Morris Ward, and called to him to fall in with
us, asking him could we not get ten men together, as I liad just seen some twenty-
five negroes, followed by about two hundred and fifty with pistols, coming across to

cut us olf, and crying out, "There are the God damned Raymondites; kill them."
Some one then said that the whites had exhausted their pistols. 1 told them to move
to the right, and tij- to cross the railroad; that my son and myself had reserved
our lire, and would try to liold them in cheek until they could escape. The uegroes
seemed to be especially after Martin Sivley and myself, crying, "Kill them." We
turned and faced them, and told them to halt ; that we were armed and would defend
ourselves; that we wanted no bloodshed. They had begun the fuss themselves,
lint would not be ninrdercd. They continued to pursue us, firing. When I told

them they had begun the difliculty themselves, young Chailes Caldwell said, " Yes

;

and, God <lamn you, we will end it." We fell back about oue hundred yards, trying to

reach the railroad-crossing. When we got near the dirt road, I accidentally stepped
into a hole and fell. Immediately I was covered V)y about six negroes, who disarmed
me. I rose with them and tore loose from them. Just at that time Margin Sivley
jiimiied the fence, about six or eight negroes being on him, three of whom w > Sam.
Caltlwell, Charles Caldwell, jr., and Walter Wilborne. As soon as I got loose l . ad my
eon ran, I then being disarmed. The negroes followed, filing on us, and crying, "Kill the
damned scoundrels ; catch them, murder them, and quarter them." Just as we reached
the i-ailroad-orossing we were cut off bj^ another pariy, headed by a negro whose namo
I afterward learned was Wade Walker. They seized us ; threw me down on the rail-

road, stamjied me, kicked me, crying. " Kill the damned scoundrel; beat his braiusout."
After they had stamped me and kicked me, one called for a club and said, " Let me get
his brains." They then struck lue several times with a club, and jjicKed me up and
threw me in a hole, remarking, " Now we have done for you, damn you." My son said,
" Do not kill my father." They said, " Yes ; we will kill him and you too ; but wo will

take you up on the hill in the woods and cut yon up." Their attention was then attract-

ed to another white man, who came on in a buggy, and I managed to crawl out of the
hole and conceal myself from them, where I remained forau hour, and finally dragged my-
self to a house. Now, going back to the beginning of Fisher's speech, I want to say that
as soon as Fisher began to speak the crowd of boys from Raymond were surrounded by a
crowd of negroes, headed by Eugene Wilborne, Sam. Caldwell, andChas. Caldwell, jr.,

when I heard Eugene Wilborne say to another negro, " How far do you reckon the ravens
will ily to-day ?" The negro said, " They will not fly far. Wo will clip their wings wheu
they rise." All told, I do not think there were over sixty whites on the ground that
day, including men and boys, of whom I am sure not over twenty were armed. I think
there were between 1,500 to 2,000 negro nieu on the ground, besides women and chil-

dren. I have long been accustomed to see crowds of men, and am certain I am not
mistaken in my estimate. Lying in my bed make this statement under treatment
of two physicians. I have been very near death's door, and solemnly swear that every
word I have uttered is the truth. The meeting was a republican meeting, and the
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invitation for a joint discussion came from them. I also swear that I went to that
ground with no expectation of a difficulty. A difficulty was that day expected at
Unica, and many white men had gone there to prevent it, where it was expected.
That a large number of armed negroes from Hinds, Copiah, and Claiborne Counties
were expected to be there. I carried my pistol, it being my habit in going out to carry
a pistol. I had no other weapon, nor did I see any white man on the ground with any
other weapon than a pistol. I was told that after the fight some citizens from Clinton,
and others, came to the grounds with guns, but I was then in such a fix that I could
see nothing, my eyes being clotted with blood.

B. S. WHITE.
Sworn to and subscribed before me this 10th day of September, 1875. Sworn to

"by Capt. B. S. White, and his signature appended by S. M. Shelton, at the request of
the said White and in my presence. White being too feeble to sign for himself.

[SEAL.] SILAS J. CAEEY, J. P.

The sicorn statement of A. H. Sivley,

I reside in Raymond, Miss. Martin Sivley was my cousin. I, with P. W. Shearer,
his brother-in-law, and Lemon, brought his body off the field on the afternoon of
September 4, 1875, after the difficulty at Clinton that day. We found his body in
a cotton-field, some quarter of a mile east of the scene of the difficulty, lying on his

back, with all the top of his head mashed in, with several wounds from pistol-shots

about the body, his abdomen ripped open with a knife, and his intestines protruding.
There were also several other bruises, made by blows from clubs or some heavy instru-

ment, abouf^he body and face. A considerable piece of flesh was torn from his finger
where his ring had been pulled < fl'. His shoes were gone and his clothing torn all to

pieces, he being nearly stripped naked. I also assisted in the recovery of the body of

F. T. T. Thompson, also killed on the 4th day of Sei)tember. We found his body about
a mile and a half from the scene of the difficulty, in a westerly direction. The body
was lying on the back, with a pistol-shot in the thigh, and another just over the left

eye, and his skull mashed in over the left eye, apparently with some heavy edged
instrument. Skull seemed to have been mashed and then shot, the flesh around the
wound being powder-burnt, and gash in the neck, apparently made with a knife. I

have been told by others that his watch and the contents of his pockets were taken
from him,

A. H. SIVLEY.

Sworn to and subscribed before me on this the 10th day of September, 1875.

[L. 8.] SILAS J. CAREY, J. P.

Sivorn statement of Huhhard Strange.

I am a citizen of Hinds County; a colored man, and a republican. I am about 40

years old. I came in procession with the Raymond colored republican club to the bar-

becue at Clinton, on last Saturday, September 4 ; was near the speaker's stand ; heard

Judge Johnston's speech as best I could for the confusion and dissatisfied talking at

hearing him. Captain Fisher took the stand after Judge Johnston had finished, and I

heard some one say, " Now, damn you, don't tell any lies." This man was Mr. John
Neal. Some negro replied to this remark of Neal's in a quarrelsome tone, and some
white man came up to Mr. Neal and started off with Mr. Neal, and the negro man, who
was quarrelling at Mr. Neal, followed them. I started after them, and they went down
in the direction of where the fight occurred. As I followed on I met Martin Sivley

and young Waddell, and the latter said tome, "Hubbard, you are not after a fuss

with'us;" and Mr. Martin Sivley answered and said, " No, Hubbard is with us, and_

wants to keep at peace, like me." This negro man commenced hollowing in the rear of

us, " Re-enforce, police, re-enforce." I was calling out for peace, and so was Mar-
tin Sivley. I turned to him and asked him, " What in the devil are you hollering re-en-

lorce, police, for ? If they commence a fight, you will be the first to run ;" and he turned

back and went ofl" laughing. I continued to follow Mr. Sivley, and this same negro

commenced again to hoUov/, " Re-enforce, police." And then I heard the drum commence
to beat rapidly, and the confusion increased, and the crowd gathered densely, moving
in the direction Mr. Neal had gone, and the way Mr. Sivley was going. I followed on,

trying to get to Jilartin Sivley and others to try to take care of them. And being on

the rise of the hill I could see over the crowd somewhat, and I saw Mr. Frank Thomp-
son, Mr. John Neal, Martin Sivley, Jesse Wharton, and others of the white men together

in a crowd, and densely surrounded by a large crowd of negroes, in great confusion.

At this time I saw Mr. Frank Thompson draw his pistol and cock it, and holding it
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witli tbe muzzle toward the grouud it went off. Theu the shooting commeucecl gener-
ally, and I turned to run and went about five or ten steps and stopped, and turned and
looked on until the crowd of negroes rushed back and give way, and I saw Mr. Thomp-
son run out of the crowd and run and get on a roan horse. I saw Charley Caldwell,
sr., for the first time after the fuss commenced, run toward Mr. Thompson, (but he,
Caldwell, had no arms,) and call to him with a motion of his hand, and saying, " Here,
Mister, you man on that horse, stop there." But Thompson paid no attention to Cald-
well and rode off. My attention was then called to Jesse Wharton. I saw a colored
man pick up a large limb and strike Jesse over the head, knocking him down, and I
run up and told him I had raised that young man and he should not hurt him. The
limb broke in two, and he turned off from Jesse. Mr. John Neal, sitting on a wagon-
tongue close by and wounded, said to me, " Uncle, save my life, too." I answered, " I

will, come to me." I then took them both under my care. This same negro who struck
Jesse Wharton said to me, " If you protect their lives I will kill you." I then called
to my son Levi, and told him that this negro wanted to kill these white men, and for
him to come to my help. My son came, and we carried them and put them in the
buggy, and I put my son in to drive ; and seeing three negroes following, calling out
" Kill the man with the black hair," I walked along behind the buggy to protect Jesse
and Mr. Neal. After we got near the big road, some 200 yards from the fighting-

ground, I got in and drove the buggy on to Mr. Neal's house. When I got back to the
battle-ground the fight was all over.

I think that the majority of the colored people desired peace, and that there wonld
have been no fuss or fight if it bad not been for a few bad-disposed negroes, who I
blame for the whole ditJIiculty.

his

HUBBAED -f STRANGE
mark.

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 10th day of September, 1875.'

[L. s.] SILAS J. CAKEY, J. P.

Statement of G. M. Leiiis, (ivhite.)

I am mayor of the town of Clinton. On Saturday, September 4, there was a repub-
lican barbecue and mass-meeting at this place. The place where the barbecue was
had, and where the meeiiug was held, is about throe- quarters of a mile from the town.
For a few days previous it was generally known tbat there wonld be a joint discus-

sion. On Satui'day morning, about 10 o'clock, the negro clubs from the surrounding
country commenced coming into town. A negio club came from Bolton's Depot, num-
bering about ^97 ; I counted them as accurately as I could. Another club from Ed-
wards, which was larger than the Bolton's club, came into town about 12 o'clock. A
large-sized negro was in command of the Edwards club. I have been informed that
his name is Scott, and that he is a justice of the i)eace. As he marched his club into
town he halted it near the hotel, and rode forward alone up the street. He was armed
with a cavalry saber, which he carried in his hand drawn. Other clubs came into

town ; and many negroes gathered from the country. I saw in town several other ne-
groes carryiiig drawn swords ; supposed them to be officers of clubs. The Bolton and
Edwards negroes came into town nHuinted and in processfon, formed in column of twos.
In my judgment, there were about 1,000 or 1,200 negroes in town. After the mounted
clubs came in they passed through town, and shortly afterward returned through
town going in the direction of the place for the barbecue and meeting. Before the ne-
groes left Clinton for the place of the uieeting there were many crowds of them con-
gregated about the streets, and many of them in their manner were boisterous, loud,

and disorderly. Heard several negroes say the democratic party was " gone up that
day," or words to that effect. There were about fifty white men in town. They had
nothiug to say to the negroes. They avoided coming in contact with the negroes. The
white men were quiet and orderly in their conduct and bearing. About half-past
twelve the crowd of negroes had aSiSembled at the barbecue grounds. The negro men
numbered about 1,000 or 1,200 ; there were not exceeding forty or fifty white meu ou
the grounds ; I am sui'e at least ten of that number were not armed ; I cannot tell

how many were armed ; from all I have heard, my opinion is that there were about
twenty white men ou the grounds armed ; I went out to the grounds about half past
one ; Judge Johnston, (democrat,) was speaking at that time ; I heard nothing
from Judge Johnston calculated in the least to produce any disorder or lead to a
breach of the peace; while Judge Johnston was speaking there was a good deal
of laugliiiig and talking among the negroes, apparently intended to keep persons
from hearing bis speech ; I hoard one negro say in the crowd, in a tone of voice
loud enough to be heard several yards, (but not to bo heard as far as the stand,)
" Damn it, what do wc want to hear a democratic speech for ;" and anotlu r say iu
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about the same tone of roice, that the speaker out to be "put out," and not al-

lowed to speak. Many of them were angry because be was allowed to speak at

the meeting. There was no disturbance or fight until H. T. Fisher, republican
speaker, had spoken a little while, perhaps ten or fifteen minutes, before the fighting

commenced. At the time the firing commenced, I, (with Mr. J. H. Dni)ree,) was
lying under a tree about one hundred and fifty yards east of the spot where the firing

begau, and one hundred and fifty or two hundred yards from the speakers' stand ; ten
or fifteen minutes before the firing, a negro approached us and asked, in a pei-emptory
way, "Who is speaking?" Ireplied, "Judge Johnston." The negro said, "Hell, I thought
ihis was a republican meeting and not a damn democrats' meeting." A few moments
before the firing began, a negro woman came near me, saying, in a loud tone, " A tight,

a fight." The negro men commenced moving rapidly towards the branch, where a few
white men (three or four) were congregated, about one hundred or one hundred and
twenty-five yards from the speakers' stand ; several of the negroes said, " Go for them,
boys ;" and I heard this expression used by a negro :

" This is the thing we have ivantcd,

boys ; kill all the white men." And one negro told another negro to go toward the
stand and have the drums beaten, and for them to rally at the drums. The drums
were beaten. All this occurred before a shot was fired. As the crowd of negroes
rallied by the drums, they commenced moving or surging toward the place where the
excitement commenced, (that is, the i^oint about the branch where the few white men
had gathered :) a pistol-shot was fired. This was followed in quick succession by two
or three other shots, and then a general firing commenced. I walked down toward
this point, going around the crowd of negroes, and had just started to walk in that
direction when the firing commenced. Where the firing commenced I could see but
few whites, probably not over three, and they seemed to be surrounded by negroes.

'I'here was probably more white men, but they were scattered and I did not see them.
The crowd of negroes on tbe very spot where the fighting began, at the time the firing

commenced, was at least three hundred. I saw a great many negroes with pistols. I

am of the opinion at least one hundred. Many negroes who were not armed broke off

large limbs or branches from the trees for clubs, saying, of the white people, "God
damn 'em, we will mash them in the earth." I heard threats on all sides from the
negroes against the whites. I started to leave the ground, but stumbled and fell to

the ground ; and as I rose from the ground I saw a negro get a pistol from a x)air of
saddle-bags on his horse, and fire at me. I was shot at repeatedly as I left the jdace.

1 v\eut to Clinton without being hurt. When th» fight commenced, the white men
V. ere not massed in one body, but were scattered about the grounds. The three or

ibur white men who were otf at the branch made the largest group I saw. I do not
know of my own knowledge the cause of the difficulty, or who fired the first shot.

My opiuion is that tbe white people did not desire any riot or trouble, and did not
anticipate it; and I think this because of the small number of whites in Clinton and
on the grounds ; and bfjcause so few of those present were armed ; and because of the
vast number of negroes that were present. The manner and conduct of many of the
negroes during the day was overbearing and aggressive. I did not fire a shot during
the difijculty. A great many negroes, perhaps all of Edwards and Eolton negroes,

after the firing, moved off on the roads leading to the west. I met a squad of negroes
between the tan-yard and Clinton, and one negro was urging them to go on and kill

all the white men. I am mayor of Clinton. When I reached Clinton it was reported
to me that the negroes would mass themselves and come into town to burn the town,
and kill all the white people in the town. I immediately telegraphed to Vicksburgh
and Jackson for assistance; for aid to protect the town. A body of citizens came from
Vicksburgh, about one hundred and twenty-five, and about sixty came from Jackson,
to protect the lives and property of the citizens of Clinton from the threatened violence

of the negro mob. No attack on tbe town, however, was made during the night.

Several colored men were killed in Clinton during the night. This was not authorized
by me, or done by my approval or authority. This was done by unauthorized persons,

who supposed that the negroes killed were engaged in the killing of white men on
Saturday evening. Several other negroes (exact number not known by me) were
killed in the vicinity of Clinton early Sunday morning, by persons not acting under
my orders. Early Sunday morning the men from Jackson returned to their home, as

did the Vicksburgh men, with the exception of about twenty whom I requested W.
H. Andrews, of Vicksburgh, to leave here for the protection of tbe town, not being
fully satisfied that the negroes would not return. By Sunday evening everything was
juiet and peaceable, and the excitement caused by the occurrences of Saturday had
subsided. Sunday night a deputy sheriff from Jackson, with a large posse, came to

Clinton. The deputy sheriff, Colonel W. H. Taylor, expressed himself as satisfied that
quiet was restored, and very soon returned to Jackson. Since that time there has not
been the least disturbance or breach of the laws in Clinton or its immediate vicini'y.

On Monday morning business was resumed, and I sent out messengers throughout the

neighborhood to inform all the citizens in the vicinity of Clinton that quiet v.-as fully

restored, and that there was no cause for alarm. Everything to-day is perfectly peace-
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able and quiet in Clinton and vicinity. And to-day, on learning that the sberiff of

the county, and probably Governor Ames, were under the impression thrt some law-
lessness prevailed, I sent a dispatch to Jackson, to Sheriff Harney, offering him one
huudred men, to act under his orders, in the interest of peace and order in the county.

I do not think there are any disturbances in the county; but I was willing, with the
huudred njeu tendered, to do everything possible to restore a feeling of confidence to

the mind of every citizen in the county.
G. M. LEWIS.

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 10th day of September, 1875.

[L. s.] SILAS J. CAREY, J. P.

Statement of T. A. Wells, {ickite.)

I live in Clinton. On Saturday, September 4, a republican barbecue was held at

this place, about three-quarters of a mile from Cliuton. The republicans agreed to

divide time with Judge Johnston, a democrat. I went out to the grounds in the morn-
ing. Judge Johnston commenced speaking about 1 o'clock. He said nothing in his

speech calculated to disturb the peace. H. T. Fisher, a white republican, then com-
menced speaking, and had spoken about five minutes when the fighting commenced.
There were from nine hundred to twelve hundred colored men on the ground, accord-

ing to my best judgment. I noticed a great many pistols among the negroes that day.

I saw an unusual number of negroes with pistols, and I would judge that several

hundred of them were armed. I think there were about filty white men on the
grounds. I am personally acquainted with pretty near all of the white men who were
present on the grounds that day. From my observation, I should say that about
twenty-five white men were armed with pistols. Not a white man on the ground had
a gun, so far as I know, or have been inlbrmed. I will state as follows in regard to

the commencement of the fight: About the time Fisher commenced speaking, and this

was fifteen or twenty minutes before the fight, three or four white gentlemen left the
stand where the speaking was going on, and walked off about one hundred yards
away from the entire crowd, to their wagon, which was by a little branch or rivulet iu

a low, fiat place, near a group of willow trees. I think that Vasser Shearer, Vink
"Waddel, Mr. Frank Thompson, and perhaps young Mr. Wharton were in this party.
None of them were drunk. They were behaving in a quiet, orderly, and peace-
able manner, and had been so conducting themselves all day. I passed by this

paity five or ten minutes before the fighting coumienced. These gentlemen had a
bottle of liijuorout. I did not see them take a drink, but suppose their object iu

going off the grounds was to take a social drink. I then walked up to the stand,

and stood near the stand. Everything was then quiet. I'resently I saw many
negroes, quite a crowd, moving rafiidly toward the small party of gentlemen already
spoken of, who were at the branch ; not a shot had then bten tired. I next heard a
negro say, "There is a fight." Mr. John Neal, a white man standing near me, said to

the crowd of negroes who were still moving toward the branch, "It is not a tight, it is

only a man taking a drink." The negroes panned a moment. Then the negroes said

again, " It is a fight," and moved on. Chas. Caldwell, sr., said " Come back " to the
negroes, and Fisher said the same thing, but this had no eftect on them. I heard a
negro man, down at the spot spoken of where the small party of white men werestand-
ing, call to the negroes to " Come on." I saw a negro, between me and the party at the
branch, trying to form the negroes together, and heard him order them to "Fall iuto

ranks." I do not know his name. I saw another negro on a horse, not far from the
stand, and, perhaps, one hundred yards from the branch, call to the negroes, "All you
who have no pistols get clubs," or words to that effect. The drums carried to the
grounds by the negroes were then beat; I was about thirty yards from the drums;
during this time there seemed to be a scutlle going on at the branch where the group
of white gentlemen was, already spoken of by me, and there was a good deal of excite-

ment ; the negroes rushed down toward this party at the branch ; I then heard a pis-

tol shot at the branch, and the tiling instantly became general; after the firing com-
menced manj' of the negroes ran from the grounds, anil others ran toward the place
where the fighting was going on ; I left the grounds very quickly after the firing com-
menced, and before it was over; I had no pistol or weapon of any kind, and did not
participate in the fight; I then came toward Clinton, and stopped at a tan-yard near
th'- road leading from Clinton to the place where the fighting took place, and about
two or three hundred yards from the town ; I saw a squad of negroes, three or four,

armed with guns, moving from Clinton toward the firing—that is, the place where the
fighting was going on ; while I stood in the tan-yard, I saw Mr. Calvin Wells, a white
man, coming up the road toward Clinton iu a buggy; I saw ten or fifteen negroes
standing in the fiat between the tan-yard and the road, and as Wells passed they fired

ten or fifteen shots at him, saying at the time, " There goes a white man, shoot him !

"
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I think Wells had lost control of his horse at the time he Avas passing, aucl I think the
horse was running away. I have since been told, and I think the" inform ation cor-

rect,, that Wells had previously been shot in the hand—that is, before this squad of
negroes fired at him ; these shots did not take effect, for Wells passed on in his buggy
to Clinton ; the firing was soon over ; I then came up to Clinton to the railroad-depot.

THOS. A. WELLS.
State of Mississippi, Hinds County

:

Personally appeared before me T. A. Wells, who, being first duly sworn, says that
the foregoing statement is true and correct, according to the best of his knowledge and
belief.

This September 9th, 1875.

SILAS J. CAREY, J. P.,

Justice of I'eace in and for Hinds County.

Su'orn statement ofHenry Jacl^son, (colored.)

1 am a citizen of the neighborhood of Clinton , about nineteen years old ; am colored
;

do not claim to belong to any political party ; but am a son of Simon Jackson, former
president of the colored republican club of Clinton ; on the 4th of September instant,

on Saturday, I went to the barbecue ground about 10 o'clock ; I was up near the old
building on the grounds, about one hundred yards from the speaker's stand, at Mrs.
Caldwell's ice-cream stand ; about 2 o'clock p. m., as near as I can guess at the time,

and I heard some one say there is a fuss on the grounds ; I ran down toward where the
crowd seemed gathering, and I saw a colored man have a white man by the throat; a
big crowd had gathered around this white man, not less than fifty colored men ; I

could see, being on the hill, distinctly the crowd, the white man and the negro man,
Louis Hargrove, who had the white man by the throat ; I heard the whites tell Louis
two or three times to turn him loose, and he held on till I heard a shot and saw Louis
Hargrove fall ; I do not know who fired the shot ; cannot say that the white man who
was being choked fired ; tlie white man asked Louis in a kind tone of.voice to turn him
loose, as he did not want to pay the fine of $50 for disturbing the peace; I saw some
white man firing, but don't know who he was; the first shot I heard was when I saw
Louis Hargrove fall ; I thought it was time for me to be getting away, and I started

as fast as I could for home ; I saw Mr. Waddy Eice after he was shot through the hand
;

there were a great many colored peor)le and very few white on the ground that day
HENRY G. JACKSON.

Sworn to and subscribed to before me this 10th day of September, 1875.

[SEAL.] SILAS J. CAREY, J. P.

Statement under oath of Dr. H. T. T. Dupree.

I was on the barbecue grounds, by invitation, to a joint discussion of the issues of

the day; I heard Judge Johnston's speech through, and that of Captain Fisher up to

the beginning of the disturbance ; there was much confusion in the crowd around the

stand, and among other defiant remarks I heard made was one of a negro, who saiil,

" What in the hell is the use of our listening to Johnston ? haven't the white folks been
telling us lies ever since the surrender, and they continue to do so," and from the defi-

ant words and actions I became convinced that they, the negroes, were seeking a pre-

text for a difficulty; Fisher had been speaking ten or fifteen minutes when I heard
some one, about a hundred yards ofl", halloo very loudly, which I supposed some one
drunk, but immediately a large crowd of negroes rushed in that direction crying out for

the police, and to arrest them, &c., but quickly this cry was turned into "Kill them,"
"Kill them ;" the crowd continued to gather around the scene, and the further and
louder cry of "Kill the damned sons of bitches," and many of the negroes had their pis-

tols in their hands and others drawing their jiistols ; I could not tell what white men
they were after at that time; I kept ray stand and saw the dense crowd still gather-

ing ; their demoniac cries beggaring all description, for blood and slaughter, increasing,

until presently the firing commenced, when the crowd swaying backward revealed To

me the fact that they had been surrounding a small squad, eight or ten, of white men
;

before the firing commenced the negroes beat their drums furiously; among the white
men thus surrounded, I saw Captain White, Martin Sivley, Ur. 13racey, Frank Robin-
son, and Willie Sims coming out ; they had their pistols in hand, but I think they were
all empty ; I started for Clinton, some half mile distant, and fell in with Major Harper
and his son, and as we moved on I heard a cry behind us of "Shoot them, kill them,

they are the damn sons of bitches who killed our men ; " I recognized the same white

24 MISS
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men named above, being hotly pursued by a large crowd of negroes ; among the crowd
of white men I recognized Henry Page, a negro and a republican, trying to protect our
white men ; these white men were now protesting for peace ; I immediately turned and
exhorted the negroes to be peaceable, that the law should be resorted to; that they
kuew the men, and they could be had whenever called for by the law, I would go their

security that they should be forthcoming ; the negroes answered, " There is no law now,
kill them, God damn them, kill them ;" the negro who made this reply most loudly

was a yellow negro, whom I have since been informed was one of the Caldwell family;

by this time these white men were overtaken and partially surrounded by the negroes,

and one of the white men (I think Frank Robinson) was knocked down, and Henry
Page, the colored man before referred to, took him, Eobiusou, otf the ground and car-

ried him away, being pursued by a large number of other negroes out of this crowd;
I took advantage of these negroes following Robinson, and moved on toward town,
with the other white men following me; we had gone about one hundred yards, still

being menaced by negroes following, but not in such force until Robinson's pursuers

again overtook us; they came up again with their cry of "Kill them," and the

white men begging for' their lives; one or more of them suriendered their pistols

to the negroes ; among them thus surrendering was Martin Sivley, who handed up his

pistol, and immediately another negro struck liiiu over the head (I think the same yel-

low negro Caldwell, before spoken of) with a pistol, koocking Sivley down and break-

ing the'pistol ; Sivley got up and ran, and I think Dr. IJracey with him, hotly pursued

by many negroes, this sanje yellow negro in the crowd; Sivley jumped the fence and
ran aboiit one hundred yards in a field, and soon I heard demoniac yells and many
shots from toward the direction Sivley ran, and where I think his body was found ; I

took advantage of the absence of the negroes that ran after Sivley and Bracey, and I

moved on toward town, again followed only by Captain White and Willie Sims ; I got

near to the railroad-crossing, nearly a half mile from where the fighting first com-

menced ; we were still being pursued and menaced by many negroes, and at or near

the railroad-crossing, a negro, who I am informed is called Wade Walker, assaulted

Captain White, swearing he would kill him anyhow ; then I again tried to parley with

them, the negroes, again telling them the white men could be had when wanted by the

law ; this big black negro hesitated for a second, and said, " God damn you, then give

mo your pistol." Captain White handed him a little pistol; he then demanded my
pistol, and I gave it to him ; he, the negro, cursed, and I started down the dirt road

and Whito down the railroad, diverging so that I lost sight of him, (White,) but he

was agaiu overtaken and beaten and left for dead, as I have since learned. I moved
forward again and got near the depot, and hearing shots again looked back and saw a

white man (Calvin Wells) coming in his buggy, and saw a negro who had, as I thought,

his hor.se by th(i bridle, while others from both sides of the road were advanciug on

him, (Wells',) tiring at him ;
just at this time Captain Montgomery came to Wells's re-

lief with a double-barrel bhot-gun, and, firing both barrels, the negroes gave back and

the horse bounded forward and was running away. Wells not having the lines, which

were down under the horse's feet. Wells hallooed to me to stop his horse, which I did,

and he told me that he was wounded, and to get in and take him home. I am satisfied

that there were not nmrc than seventy-five white men, and not more than fifteen or

twenty were armed, and 1,U00 or l,':iOO negro men, very many of whom were armed, and

mauv "women and children. This was on the 4th September, 1675, in Hinds County.
H. T. T. DUPREE.

Sworn to and subscribed before mo this 10th day of September, 1875.

[SEAL.] SILAS J. CAREY, J. P.

The sworn statement of D. W. Rice.

I atn. and was, on the 4th instant, a clerk in the store of T. G. Rice, merchant, in the

town of Clinton, Miss. Under the instructions of my employer, I closed the store

about 10 o'clock a. m. on the 4th instant, and went to the meeting then being held

about three-quarters of a mile from town, arriving there just before the conclusion of

.Judge Johnston's speech. I went up to the speakers' stand. Judge Johnston cou-

chuied his speech, and Mr. Fisher had been speaking some five minutes, wheu I saw a

negro running from a bottom some one hundred yards from the speakers' stand, who
said there wa^ a fight between a white and colored man. A crowd of negroes imme-
diately went down. The same negro again returned, and proclaimed the same thing,

saying, in addition, " Comedown, boys, come down !" Immediately the whole crowd of

negroes ran down to the bottom. I then went down to about twenty-fis'c yards of the

crowd, hoping; to preserve peace. I saw Siuion Jackson (colored) backing Wado Wal-

ker (colored) out of tlni crowd, begging him to keep quiet. Walker was very violent,

declaring that he would kill the "damned rascal;" about that time a kettle-drum was

beaten rapidly for a minute or so ; then I heard a shot fired in the crowd, whieli was
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followed by rapid firing and hallooing. When the firing began, I had changed my
position to a. point about filtyyards liom the crowd, and heard cries in every direction,
"Kill every damned white man on the ground;" about this time I was shot myself.
Up to the time I was shot, I had been doing all in my power to preserve the peace, and
had shown no weapons ; I then drew my pistol, there being about nie a dozen negroes
with pistols in their hands, firing and shouting, " Kill every white man on the ground !"

The negroes were infuriated beyond my power to describe ; I felt that it was death to
a white man to remain on the ground. I made my escape to town as soon as I could,
and got ammunition and returned. As I passed the railroad-crossing when I escaped
to town, a negro, Wade Walker, was standing there with a pistol in his hand, calling
upon the negroes to rally ; as I passed him, he fired on me. I am sure there were not
over seventy-five white men on the ground when the fight occurred, not over twenty-
five of whom were armed.

D. W. RICE.
Sworn to and subscribed before me this 9th of September, 1875.

[SEAi„] SILAS J. CAREY, J. P.

The sworn statement of H. C. Marshall.

I live near Clinton, Miss. Having been informed that there would be a joint politi-

cal discussion at Clinton on the 4th of September, I attended the meeting. I stood in
about ten feet of the speakers' stand while Judge Johnston was speaking; was sur-

rounded by negroes, among whom were many young negroes, who throughout Johns-
ton's speech were cursing the whites, and, in boisterous tones, contradicting the speaker,
making such a noise that I was unable to hear what was said ; they frequently rubbed
against me, putting their arms upon my shoulders, and by every word and act seeking
to insult and provoke me. Being the only white man in the immediate crowd, I kept
quiet to avoid a difficulty, if possible ; my attention was attracted to the difficulty in

the bottom, some hundred yards oft", by seeing the crowd rush down; I then tried to

go to the place to learn the cause ; after I got down, the drum beat ; the white boys
were then falling back, and the negroes were pressing on them ; I could, once in a while,

see the boys' heads ; the crowd of negroes was very dense around them ; soon after the
drum beat and the firing began ; about the third shot the crowd of negroes scattered
some, but rallied again and pressed on the boys ; the negroes came from the speakers'

stand to the bottom, brandishing their jfistols, crying, " Kill the damned rascals !" I

could not tell how many white boys there were, as I was soon cut oft" from them en-

tirely after the firing began, and never did succeed in getting to them where they
vi'ere ; the negroes soon began shooting at me, and I made my escape as soon as I could;

I suppose I saw from three hundred to four hundred negroes armed with jiistols, and
shooting in every direction ; I think seventy-five would include all the whites on the
ground during the day ; I think there were more than 1,500 negro men on the ground,
besides women and children ; the negroes continued to follow and shoot at me until I

crossed the railroad and got nearly to the town.
H. C. MARSHALL.

Sworn to and subscribed before me on this 4th day of September, 1875.

[SEAL.] SILAS J. CAREY, J. P.

The sworn statement of Washington Slayton (colored.)

I am a colored man, and about twenty-seven years old ; am a citizen of Hinds
County, where I have lived for ten years or more ; I live near Raymond ; am a repub-
lican, and a member of the Raymond Republican Club. On the 4th of September, 1875,

I went to Clinton with my club to attend a republican meeting, where, I was told,

there was to bo a joint political discussion ; the first I saw or knew of the difficulty

which occurred that day was in this wise: while Judge Johnston was speaking a col-

ored man cheated a disturbance in the crowd; immediately a colored man came up
and called for a policeman, and told him to go down the hill, as there were some
white boys making a fuss ; I asked him what he wanted with a policeman, telling him
there was no one down there going to start a row ; I said to the policeman, " Come
back ;" that his business was at the stand ;

" Let us do as the white people did at Ray-
mond, and keep quiet and listen to the speech, and pay no attention to that aflair ;"

he said he was here to arrest any man who did not behave himself; ho had heard that

the boys had a bottle of whisky down there, and he was going to arrest them ; I at

once left the stand myself, Charles Caldwell, sen., going at the same time; he got to

the white boys and said to the colored people, " Go back, we will ' qualify' these young
men directly;" I got in then, and said to the colored people, " For God's sake, do go
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back, and start no fnss here ;" there was then a large crowd of colored people aronnd
U3, led by a big colored man crying "re-ciiforce, iiolice;" the colored people kept coming
down the hill ; I got a few to stop ; before a pistol fired Caldwell said, " God Almighty,
people, are you not going to hear me when I speak to you ?" the same big black man
again cried, "Ee-enforce down here, men—God damn it, let us kill the men—don't be
fooling with them any longer;" at that time the colored people were between fifteen

and twenty feet deep around the whites, who were falling back and the colored people
pressing on them ; 1 then broke ranks, got out of there, and jumijed my horse and run ;

I was satisfied there would be a fight, for the negroes around us had out their xustois,

and I saw a large crowd of them running down the hill with pistols drawn, and heard
as many as twenty crying, "Kill them, kill them damned white folks ;" I am a true
reiniblicau, but I give it as my deliberate judgment that if the colored people h,xd

behaved themselves there would have been no fuss; the white people seemed to do all

in their power to avoid it ; they had kept quiet aud respectful all day ; I do not believe

there Avere over fifty or sixty whites on the ground; the boys had no pistols out when
they were surrounded as before said, except that a boy named Waddill picked up a
rock or something, aud Mr. Martin Sivley took out his pistol and said to him, " If you
do not behave yourself, I will knock you down with my pistol;" Sivley immediately
put up his pistol.

Lis

WASHINGTON + SLAYTON.
mark.

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 10th day of September, 1875.

[SEAL.] SILAS J. CAREY, J. P.

Statement of Franh Giiiol, {white.)

I reside in Clinton ; I went out to the grounds where the barbecue and speaking
were had on last Saturday ; reached the stand while Judge Johnston was speaking ; I

was near Charley Chilton, about thirty steps from the speakers' stand ; about the time
that Fisher (republican) commenced speaking. Mr. Chilton said he would go home,
and he then left for home ; Chilton's residence was about a quarter of a mile from the
stand ; after Fisher had spoken abovit five or ten, perhaps fifteen minutes, I noticed
some excitement off in the direction of a little branch, about 100 yards distant ; a
white man and a negro seemed to bo disputing ; the crowd of negroes commenced to

move in that direction ; I heard a negro say, " There is a light," and the same person
said," Go down, boys," to the negroes; then the drums were beaten ; there was one
drum at the stand, and another in the crowd, thirty or forty steps from the stand ; as

soon as the cry of a fight was raised, these drums were beaten ; the negroes all rallied

in a crowd, and rushed down towards the spot where the excitement liist commenced,
which I have already described ; up to this time not a shot had been fired ; when the
drums were beaten, and the largo crowd of negroes had rushed down to this spot, then
a shot was fired, and the firing instantly became general ; I do not know who fired the
first shot; when the drums were beaten, I heard several negroes saj', " Eally, boys,

rally," and this was before a shot was fired; the negroes near the drums, aud where
this comman<l was given, were about one hundred yards from the place where I wit-

nessed the altercation, and I do not think it possible that they could have known any-
thing about the merits of the altercation, aud beyond the fact that an altercation or

dispute was going on between a white num and a negro; as soon as the firing com-
menced, being unarmed,! started for Clinton ; when I reached the hill-top, about 150

or 200 yards from the spot where the fighting began, I met three or four white men
who were also unarmed ; we proposed to keep together, if possible, and make our way
to Clinton ; in the excitement we became separated ; the next thing I saw was a mu-
latto man, (I think from Jackson,) stamping on the ground and holding a revolver in

each hand ; other negroes, quite a crowd, were coming behind him; I seemed to have
attracted their attention ; I said to the nmn with the pistols, " For God's sake stop this

shooting, and quiet this thing ;" he replied by saying, "Stand back," and then fired at

uie ; I continued to retreat as rapidly as possible ; at this moment, young Martin Siv-

ley, who had fallen near the top of the hill, struggled to his fVet and attempted to

escape; this attracted the attention of the negroes in my vicinity ; they turned on
Sivley and commenced firing on him; I did not remain to see him killed, but availed

myself of this opportunity to escape; I have been told that Sivley was killed about
l.'iO or 200 yards from the spot where I last saw him alive, and fieeing for his life ; when
I reached the railroad crossing, that is where the Upper Vicksburgh dirt-road crosses

the V. & M. R. R., about one-fourth of a mile from where the fighting commenced, I

saw Wade Walker, a negro, beating a white man who was lying on the ground in a
helpless condition; the white man, I have since learned, was C.iptain White; Wade
Walker was beating him with a stick, and held a pistol in one hand ; there was a crowd
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of negroes aronud Walker at the time; a sou of White, a lad ahout seventeen, appa-
rently unarmed, was begging the negroes for God's sake not to kill his father, he begged
them to kill him but to spare his father ; the negroes shouted, " Kill him, kill all the
white men," and they knocked him down and beat him ; I passed this group as near
as ten or twelve steps, and saw this in passing ; they seemed to be occupied with Cap-
tain White and his sou, and did not seem to notice me ; I also saw a group of negroes
shooting at a white man in a buggy, shouting, " Kill him, stop him ;" I have been told
that Calvin Wells was the man in the buggy ; I reached Clinton safely ; there were
about 1,200 colored men on the grounds during the meeting; I saw a,bout 40 or 45
white men on the ground ; many white men in Clintou did not go out to the speaking

;

indeed I believe that the greater part of the white men of Clinton did not go to the
speaking at all ; during the day, in town and on the grounds, the white men were
sober, quiet and orderly in their conduct and bearing, and I saw no disposition what-
ever manifested on their part to create any disturbance, or to interfere in any way with
the negroes or republicans.

F. GUIOL.
Sworn to and subscribed before me this September 9th, 1875.

fsEAL.] SILAS J. CAREY, J. P.

Sworn statement of Silas Tlwmas, (colored.)

I am a hii'ed farm-laborer, and have lived for several years with Thomas Wells, and
worked on his plantation, eight miles south of Edwards Depot, Hinds County, Miss.;

have been there and in the neighborhood all the latter part of August and September,
up to yesterday, when I came to Raymond ; on or about Thursday, the 19th ot August,
A. D. 1875, a colored man, who said he was from Clinton, Hinds County, came to Haifa's

school-house, where the Oak Ridge Republican Club met, and made a speech to that
ciub; lam a member of that club, and was present on that day ; the said school-house
is about two miles from where I live ; in his speech he said he had come down to

tell them to come to Clinton on the 4tli of September; that Caldwell was going
to make a big speech there ; that the white folks had said that Caldwell should
not speak there, "But we will show them he shall speak there; come prepared
for business ;" that if we did not hold up our heads on this side of Big Black,
we would be just,like Vicksburgh was; that ho wanted us to come mounted and
prepared, and Marcus Kelly, president of the club, arose and said, " Gentlemen, you all

know what that means, dou't you ? " We all understood that he meant for us to come
armed ; said that those who did not have horses must borrow from those who had
more than one. The club agreed to come to Clintou, elected their officers, formed two
companies—William Jones, captain of one company, and James Richards, captain of
the other. Did not see the companies going, but saw some of the men returning; and
they told mo that the companies did go to Clinton on Saturday, the 4th. Saw them
returning home on Sunday morning. The men told me they had been in the fight on
Saturday. They said they did not know what it started about. Said n-hite folks try-

ing to run over the black folks, but we showed them better than that.
bis

SILAS + THOMAS.
mark.

Sworn to and subscribed before rae this 9th day of September, 1875.

SILAS J. CAREY, J. P.

Statement of P. H. RooJcer.

I was standing in front of the speaker's stand during Judge Johnston's speech, to

which very little attention was paid by the negroes and radicals. When Fisher com-
menced speaking, I changed my position, and iu moving met a negro who told me that

some loud talking, which was heard, was between a vrhite man and a negro. The loud

talk, or quarreling, increased until the drums commenced to beat a rally, when I left

my position, and immediately the flriug commenced, and it seemed a hundred shots

were fired. I then crossed the railroad and halted, when a negro man near by ex-

claimed, "What are those boys doing?" and commenced to cry out, "Rally, boys;

rally, boys." 1 then started for home, and had gone about a mile from tlie grounds
Avheu young Thompson, who was killed, passed me, riding furiously from the scene.

About a half mile further on I passed Thompson. He told mo he was badly wounded
in the leg. We started ou to try to get to Mr. Campbell's. Thompson spoke of no
other wounds. We galloped on, and I iu front ; but when I got to Mr. Campbell's,

and looked back for Thompson, I saw nothing of him. When I last saw him he was a

mile and a half from the barbecue grounds.
P. H. HOOKER.

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 9th day of December, 1875.

[SEAL.] SILAS J. CAREY, J. P.
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Statement of Ramsey Wharton, jr., aft to the dijficvJty at the re})uhlica7i meeting at CU?tton on
the Ath of Septemhei; 1875.

I cannot state from my present knowledge how this difficulty commenced, as I was
standing only a short distance from the speaker's stand, wliere it was said to have
begun. I then noticed a rush among the crowd of negroes towards the wagon in

which I, with others, came from Raymond, which was about seventy-five or one hun-
dred yards from the speaker's stand, and went in the same direction. Many of these
negroes were shouting, " Go for the Raymond boys ! Kill them!" &c. About fifteen

or twenty steps from the wagon I overtook Charles Caldwell, sr., colored, when I

asked him to try and vStop the fuss. He then said, "Gentlemen, for God's take stand
back," or used some such language. I did not then have a pistol in my hand, nor did I

exhibit a pistol until after I was shot in my head by a negro man who was only three
or four feet from me. At this time I was standing near this wagon from Raymond,
aud talking to said Caldwell. I did not hear any firing until after the drum was beat,

•when the firing commenced. I do not know who fired the first shot. I did not exhibit
a pistol until after I was wounded, as before stated, and then used it for the protec-

tion of my life. After I was shot I was knocked down aud stamped by negroes, and I

am satisfied I would have been killed by them when on my way to Clinton, after this

fighting was over, but for the interposition of Hiram Turner, a colored man, who
lives near Raymond, who used his inlluence with the negroes for the protection of the
lives of Vassar Shearer aud myself. I am nearly twenty years of age, and a native of
Hinds Couuty, Mississippi.

RAMSEY WHARTON.
Sworn to and subscribed before me, a justice of the peace for Hinds County, Missis-

sippi, September 10, 1875.

[SKAL.] J. W. COVINGTON, J. P.

Sworn statement of T. G. Rice, a merchant in the town of Clinton, Miss.

I was on the grounds on the 4th instant, where the difficulty occurred. While Mr.
Fisher was speaking I heard loud talking in a bottom some one hundred yards J'rom

tlie stand, aud saw a great number of negroes running down. I at once w<;nt down
myself. When I got there I found five or six white boys, among whom were Martin
Sivleyand Frank Thompson, in front of whom were about a hundred negroes pursu-
ing llicm, and the boys gradually giving way—going back thirty or forty f<;efc.

About this time the " long roll," was beat, when the whole crowd of negroes rushed
down, many drawing their pistols before they reached the bottom, and many crying in

loud voices, " Come here, men ; come here, men." I did not see a single white man
come down. I believe that every white num wlio was engaged in the difficulty were
the boys of whom I have spoken. Before a single shot was fired Martin Sivley broke
suddenly through the crowd, as if he had escaped from some one who was holding
him. Immediately afterward the firing began in the crowd from which he had
escaped. When the firing began, the whole mass of negroes were around the boys
before spoken of, having pressed them back until the boys were entirely surrounded by
negroes on every side, the negroes cursing them and crying, " Shoot them, kill them !

"

The only shot which I distinctly saw fired was a colored man firing at a white man,
who was running, though I heard a great number of shots. When the firing began I

was pressed back and the crowd scattered. I could not see tlie white boys any more.
I mounted my horse and rode iip to where the dinner-tables were spread, when an
old servant of mine came up and begged me for God's sake to leave the grounds, for

they Avonld kill me if I remained. It was after the crowd had scattered that I saw a
negro following a white man and firiug upon him. I showed no arms on the ground.
I went down to where the boys were, to try to stop the difficulty, bnt found it impos-
sil)le to reach them in consequence of the immense crowd around them. On my way
town I met citizens of the town going out with guns, but heard no firing afterward.

1 do not think there were over 75 white men, young and old, on the ground that day,

most of wh(mi were unarmed. I am certain not over ten white men fired a pistol on the

grounds that day. I am certain there were between twelve hundred and fifteen hun-
dred colored men on the ground. I was told by the citizens who went out with gnus
that they did not fire a shot, because they found all quiet when they got there. I

understood from the cries, " Shoot them," '* Kill them," that the meaning was, shoot
every white man, for immediately a negro reached up to me and put his pistol in mj'

breast, though I had shown no arms. He demanded my arms. I told him I had a pis-

tol, but had not used it, and would not give it up.
T. G. RICE.

Sworn to and subscribed before me on this 9th day of September, 1.S75.

[L. s.] SILAS J. CAREY,
Justice of the Peace in andfor the County of Hinds and State of J/tsaissij^pi.



TESTIMONY OF FRANK JOHNSTON. 375

Statement of Jesse Wharton in relation to thedifficuUies at the republican meeting at Clinton,
Miss., on the ith day of September, 1875.

Shortly after H. T. Fisher commenced speaking, I, in company with Mr. V. Waddill,
from Raymond, started from near the speakers' stand to go to the wagon in which
some young men came from Raymond. On the way we were met by a negro man on
horseback, whose manner indicated a purpose either to ride against or over us. Jusfc

as he passed Mr. Waddill said, "Watch," or "Look out where you are riding," and
showed a disposition to stop; but, fearing this might lead to some difficulty or dis-

turbance, I succeeded in getting him on to this wagon from Raymond. Neither Mr.
Waddill nor I at this time exhibited a pistol or any other weapon. Shortly after we
(Mr. W. and 1) arrived at this wagon 1 saw a crowd of negroes running from towards
the speaker's stand in the direction of this wagon, with pistols iu the hands of many
of them. Charles Caldwell, sr., colored, was in advance of this crowd. I then ad-
vanced towards said Charles Caldwell, sr., when he was about fifteen or twenty steps
from this wagon, and asked him what was the matter. He made no reply to this

question, as others were talking to him at the same time. I then asked him, said
Caldwell, to stop his men, or hold them back, saying, "We did not come here to have
a fuss or a row." Said Caldwell then raised his hands and said, " For God's sake,

boys, hold on," or used some such language. The crowd of negroes was still pressing
on iu the direction of this wagon from Raymond, vv-hich forced me, by backing before

it, beyond the wagon. I then heard the beating on the drum, and immediately after

the beating of the drum the firing commenced. I can't say, of my own knowledge,
who fired the first pistol or shot. I did not exhibit a pistol until after two or thiee
shots had been fired, nor until after I heard the negroes shout, "Go for the Raymond
boys—kill every damned son of a bitch of them," or some such language. After this

I used my pistol to protect and defend my life. I was twice knocked down by the
negroes, and stamped by them. After I was knocked down and stamped the second
time, and when much stunned by the blows, my life was protected by a colored man
named Hubbard Strange, who lives near Raymond, who put me in a buggy and took
me to Mr. Neal's residence, near Clinton. I cannot state of my own knowledge
whether the first shot was fired by a negro or white man. I am twenty-two years of

age, and a native of Hinds County, Mississippi.

J. WHARTON.

Sworn to and subscribed before me, a justice of the peace of Hinds County, Missis-

sippi, on this 18th day of September, 1875. Witness my hand and seal.

J. W. COVINGTON, J. P. [SEAL.]

State of Mississippi,
County of Rinds:

Personally appeared before the undersigned, notary public of the city of Jackson, H
O. Dixon, who on oath states that on the day of the riot at Clinton he was in Jackson,
and arrived at home about 5 o'clock that evening, 4th September; that his home is about
4 miles from Clinton ; that he met W. H. Harney, sheriff of Hinds County, on Wednes-
day after said difficulty, in the city of Jackson, and that iu conversation about the

difficulty at Clinton, Harney said to him that they (the negroes) seemed determined to

have a fuss, and that he tried to quiet them but found it impossible to do so, and that

he (Harney ) left the grounds, iind that the firing commenced shortly after he left.
^ ^' ^ '*" °

H.O.DIXON.

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 11th day of September, 1875.

[SEAL.] W. H. H. GREEN,
Notary Public.

Sworn stalement of John B. Abou.

I am a merchant in Clinton, and an old citizen of the place. For several days before

the republican meeting near Clinton, on the 4th day of September, 1875, I had seen

notices announcing that there would be a joint discussion at the meeting. Between
8 and 10 o'clock a. m., on the 4th instant, I closed my store and went home ; my Jionse

is on one of the main streets of the town ; the procession of negroes, said to be the

crowd from Edwards Depot, about 250 or 300 strong, mounted, passed my house. I

have seen many processions of negroes through this town during the last eight years,

but never saw them so boisterous and belligerent iu their acts and words before. I

observed that nearly all of them were armed with pistols buckled around them. I

heard many such expressions like this: "I would like to see a democrat;" "Damn the
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democrats;" "What do they call this place?" "We can clean it out by ourselves." So
coufideut was I, after witnessing their conduct and hearing their declarations, that
there would be a difficulty, that I did not go to the grounds where the speaking was,
and cautioned others to keep away. I think over 50 or 75 whites, young and old, went
to the speaking, so far as I know. I saw no arms among the whites; they were quiet
and respectful to all ; my attention was called to the iipht by hearing firing ; I ran out
of my house and saw the crowd scattering over the field ; a white man ran by me ask-
ing for arms, saying, " They are murdering our people." I ran to my store and got my
guu and remained to defend the town, if it should be attacked.

J. B. ABOU.

Sworn to and subscribed before me this tlie 9th day of September, 1875.

[SEAL.] SILAS J. CAREY, J. P.

Sworn statements of S.S. Huhbard, C. TV. Grafton, andJames TV. Lowry.

We all reside in the vicinity of Auburn, Hinds County, all farmers, and were all

present at Haifa's school-house, eight days before the Clinton difficulty, at a meeting
of the Auburn Republican Club—sometimes called the Oak Ridge Club, and some-
times Spring Ridge Club. After the club adjourned the men constituting the club ap-
pointed two men captains to raise two companies—each company to have one hundred
men—and then go into election of lieutenants and minor officers, and then to meet
other companies at Mount Moriah church, three miles south of'Edwards Depot, and
form a regiment and elect a colonel, all for the purpose of going to Clinton the 4th
September, 1875.

S. S. HUBBARD,
C. W. GRAFTON,
J. W. LOWRY, Eep.

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 10th September, A. D. 1875.

[SEAL.] J. W. COVINGTON, J. P.

St.\te of Mississippi,
Hinds County:

I, Silas J. Carey, a justice of the peace in and for said county, hereby certify that
I was personally present during the taking of the sworn statements of most of the
depositions to which my certificates arc appended, and believe that the same were
taken in a spirit of fairness ; that the statements were voluntarily given, and are, from
the character of the deponents, worthy of credit. I am a republican, and am not
moved by any partisan spirit in giving this certificate, but a desire to do justice.

Given under my hand this 12th day of September, 1875.

[seal.] SILAS J. CAREY, J. P.

THE XOKTHERX PUESS OX THE nADICAL KIOTS IX MISSISSIPPI.

[New York Tribune, (liberal repiiblicau.) ]

The attempt of Governor Ames to secure military intervention in behalf of his party
in tlio pending important political campaign in Mississippi promises to be a signal
failure. All the proceedings following the Clinton riot have served to bring out more
clearly the entire incompetency of this man for his present position. And yet with
such an Attorney-General as we had a year ago he might have had United States troops
now roving over Mississippi at his bidding, making domiciliary visits at midnight and
dragging peaceable citizens miles away from homes to stand trial for imaginary otfenses.

Tile like was seen in Louisiana and Alabama, it will be remembered, jnst before the
elections of November, 1874. * * * It would be well if the peojile of Mississippi

were to choose a governor as well as a legislature next month.

[Baltimore Sun, (independenf.) ]

It is impossible not to feel sorry for Governor Amos, of Mississippi, so completely
and quietly have both he and his insurrection been sui.pressed. It is the first time in
the history of the South that an "insurrection'' has been put down without troops.

The abundant caution of the Attorney-General in deal;ng with the matter has borne
fruit, the result being to illustrate the absurdity of the wase.
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[Philadelphia Times, (independent.)]

Pierrepont may be a better lawyer than Williams, but be can't run an outrage mill.

And bere are elections coming off, and no troops. It is too bad.

[Cincinnati Commercial, (republican.)]

It would be a wholesome thing for the peace of the State if General Butler could
persuade his son-in-law, Governor Ames, of Mississippi, to become his private secretary,
or take charge of the clerical business of the office.

[Saint Louis Globe-Democrat, (ultra radical.)]

Governor Ames's assertion, that the interference which he calls for is necessary, is

flatly contradicted by the evidence of those who have quite as good a claim
upon our trust as he has, and who would not be likely to deny the existence of such
necessity if they thought it really existed. There is, however, a very easy test of Gov-
ernor Ames's sincerity in the matter, and one which it might be well to apply in all such
cases. If the governor is unable to maintain his authority ; if, with all the prestige of
possession, all the iufluence of patronage, all the organization of power and the support
of the law-abiding citizens, he is still unable to command obedience or to enforce the
law, then let him step aside and wholly withdraw until the central authority has
tinally succeeded in doing that which he has failed to do. It can make but little dif-

ference to any one but himself when a man who is nominally a governor, but really a
cipher, is compelled to realize the existence of that impotence which he has admitted

;

and the direct relegation of an anarchic State to military subjection would have many
advantages.

[Xew York Times, (republican.)]

Attorney-General Pierrepont seems to reduce Governor Ames's Mississippi " insurrec-

tion " to very small dimensions. His advices are that there are no disturbances of any
consequence in the State, and his opinion is that such disturbances as exist must be
dealt with by the governor in the first instance, and until his power is absolutely ex-

hausted. This is good law and common sense, and is the position with reference to
tliis class of questions which we have repeatedly had occasion to urge on the national
administration. The country will receive the expressions of Mr. Pierrepont with en-

tire satisfaction.

Ifovthern republican and independent opinion upon the conduct of Governor Ames.

[From the Philadelphia Press, (republican.)]

The administration of Governor Ames, a carpet-bagger and political adventurer, has
done much to disorganize society and teach general contempt for all authority in

Mississippi. The disorder is palpably the result of a corrupt and powerless govern-
ment, that has taught its ignorant negro dependents that they were above the law
in a struggle with the whites, and they have made the common mistake o. taking the
leaders at their word.

[The Chicago Tribune, (republican.)]

The President and the Attorney-General have, in their letters on the appeal of the

Governor of Mississippi for Federal troops, plainly indicated that the American people

are getting tired of this southern outrage business—this constant appeal to the United
States to protect able-bodied men who will do nothing to protect themselves. The
United States have made the blacks citizens ; they have been endowed with every civil

and political right that white men can claim.

[Xew York Tribune, (republican.)]

• There are some white people in Mississippi. There is no evidence except in Governor
Ames's excited imagination that they have interfered or intend to interfere with the

people whom he is so anxious to protect. The belief is coming to be quite general

that except for the constant interference of such men as Governor Ames betwceu the

two races, there would be not only no occasion for troops, but no disturbance whatever
of their friendly relations. It does not look well for such men to be clamoring for

troops whenever an election is at hand which affects their own political fortunes.

We say this in all kindness, and with no disposition to detract one iota from the

mural grandeur of Governor Ames's position, when he invokes upon his own head " the

odium in all its magnitude." And our advice to the Administration is, to let the odium
descend rather than the troops.

[New York Herald, (independent.)]

If the President will onlv lend Governor Ames United States troops, the governor

will take all the responsibility! It is astonishing how ready he is to be responsible.
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"Let the odium in all its magnitiule desceud upon me," he telegraphs; and it is quite
remarkable that General Grant and the i!ctoruey-Geueral have been able to resist a so
licitatiou so grandly worded.
Meantime what becomes of Governor Ames's responsibility for his own duties? He

is governor of Mississippi ; he has shamefully neglected the duties and skirked the
responsibilities of that place. Duriug the past summer he was absent from Jackson
for several months, and left in his place the ignorant colored lieutenant-governor, who
is openly charged with having released criminals for a bribe. Nor is this all. Govern-
or Ames is charged by republicans in Mississippi with favoring and consorting with
the most corrupt men in his party, black and white ; advancing their political fortunes,
favoring their schemes, and making them his political allies. He has done a great deal
to make the republicans odious in Mississippi ; he has helped to bring to the toj) in his
party ignorant black and low white demagogues, who mislead the itoov negroes and
persuade them to vote for corrupt men and measures. If to-day there is in Mississippi
a deep feeling of resentment against the republican party, this is owing more to Gov-
ernor Ames's misconduct than to any other cause. If a large number of the white peo-
ple are alienated from the republican party there, it is because they have been repelled
by the I'obbery and corruption which the republican governor has couutenauced.
And now that he has raised the storm, he would like Federal troops to help him to

quell it. He has done nothing which a governor ought to do to maintain peace in the
State. One of his own party, Ex-Senator Pease, has notified the Attorney-General that
good citizens of both parties are obtainable in every county to preserve order. But
the governor does not want this. What he wants, and what he needs for his political

purposes, is to appear to the negroes to command Federal troops. If ho is merely gov-
ernor, if he relies only on the civil force and on his power as governor, they will desert
him. If he can persuade them, however, that ho is the coniidant and representative
of General Grant, that he can have Federal troops at will, then they will flock around
him and make him Senator. If the President continues to refuse the use of troops, the
governor's power over the negro leaders will be broken. In that case, and not other-
wise, there will be a chance for an honest administration and an honest republican party
in Mississippi. It is a ring of the worst description which is calling for troops down
there.

Executive committee of the democratic-conservative party of the State of Mississippi,

For State at large.—General J. Z. George, chairman, Jackson ; J. D. Vertuer, esq.. Port
Gibson, and Hon. H. M. Street, Booneville.
For congressional districts.—First. W. H. H. Tison, Baldwyn ; A. T. Roane, Pittsborough.

Second. H. H. Chahners, Hernando ; E. C.Walthall, Grenada. Third. Thos. B. Sykes,
Alierdeen ; John A. Binford, Duck Hill. Fourth. W. A. Percy, Greenville ; J. A. P.

Campbell, Canton. Fifth. E. Kichardson, Jackson ; U. M. Young, Vicksburgh. Sixth.

J. B. Chrisman, Brookhaven ; Roderick Seal, Mississipiii City. Marion Smith, JacksoD,
secretary.

J. A. GALBREATH—HINDS COUNTY.

Jackson, Miss., June 12, 1876.

John A. Galbreath sworn and examined.

PERSONAL SATEMENT.

By the Chairman :

Question. State what is your residence and occupation.—Answer.
Jackson, Miss. I am manager of the Western Union Telegrapli Com-
pany.

Q. You were summoned to produce the telegraphic correspondence,
if there was any in your charge, between General J. Z. George and any
other persons in Mississippi in the months of September, October, and
November, 1875.

Messrs. Bayard and McDonald then made objections to the produc-

tion of these telegrams. (See journal of committee for their remarks,
and also those of the chairman and Mr. Cameron.)
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RULES OF THE TELEGRAPH COMPANY ABOUT MESSAGES.
By Mr. McDonald :

Q. Have you consulted tbe rules aucl regulations of the Western
Union Telegraph Company in regard to circumstances under which
agents may produce private dispatches "l—A. It has been a rule of our
company that wherever a precedent had been established, to obey a
summons from a committee or court. Xow, it has been well estab-
lisLed heretofore that auy congressional committee has a right to call

for the dispatches that were in the hands of our company.
Q. I am speaking of your printed rules and regulations that are pub-

lished by the company.—A. Yes, sir.

Q. For the government of its agents ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Have you consulted them in reference to these telegrams?—A.
Yes, sir ; I was only explaining what you probably knew, that we
always eudeavor to withhold our dispatches when they are demanded
by a party, except in certain cases where precedents have been estab-

lished.

Q. I ask whether you had j)rodnced the dispatches in accordance
with the printed rules of the company in which you are employed, or
whether you are producing them under some other assumed authority?
—A. Well, 1 really do not know how to answer that question. We are
here in obedience to a lawful summons.

Q. Y'our printed rules and regulations prohibit the productiou of your
dispatches except to parties to whom or from whom they were sent,

unless so ordered by a court of competent jurisdiction "?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Those are your printed rules and regulations as furnished by the
company"?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Kow m.y question is, whether you produce these dispatches under
or in accordance with those printed rules or by some other authority
different and outside of the rules ?—A. Well, I may say 1 produced them
under, I may say by, the rules, because—because general directions and
instructions to the agents of the cou)pany are not to produce dispatches
unless they are called for by a competent tribunal, a court or committee of

the State legislature or Congress, or a Senate committee. We had the

same question before the State legislature last winter, and we made the

best fight Ave could, but they decided against us, and we had to yield.

Q. Were you required to produce dispatches by a committee of the

State legislature ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Last winter "?—A. Y'es, sir.

Q. That was by an order of the legislature itself upon presentation

of the facts by the committee to that legislative body, which this com-
mittee represented ?—A. If you will permit me, there was a committee
raised to investigate a certain subject, and they issued a subpoena to

me to produce certain telegrams, and in a written reply to the commit-
tee I declined to do it, and as a result was hauled up before the house

of representatives for contempt, and Mr. Orton, president of the com-
pany, said that he could see no way to avoid the production of the dis-

patches, and we finally produced them.

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. What case was that ?—A. Of Lieutenant-Governor Davis of this

State and several others ; Governor Ames and Oardozo. A committee
to investigate the outrage at Summit.

By Mr. McDonald :

Q. Still, you produced them, not in strict accordance with the regu-
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latious of your company, but iu accordance with what you understand
has been the usage iu regard to legislative investigations !

Mr. McMillan. You mean rather legislative decisions.

By the Chairman :

Q. How have you arranged those dispatches ?—A. The subpoena di-

rected me to produce all the dispatches sent and received by General
George during the months of September, October, and ]S"ovember, 1875.

I supposed that the committee only wanted the public dispatches. 1
construed the subpoena to mean that, and I wa« so very busy all day
and Saturday night hunting up dispatches that I stopped on the 2d day
of November of that year, supposing that would cover about the ground
the committee wisbed to go over. I have the dispatches, in the order iu

which they were received, of September, October, and November. Shall
I read them in order '?

The Chairman : Yes, you may read them.
The witness then read the telegrams as follows:

telegrams to the democratic state COIMjinTTEE.

Yazoo City, Septemle)- 4, 1875.

General J. Z. Geokge or Makion Smith :

Are troopa to be sent here ? What sort, and wlien ? Everything quiet.

J. C. PREWITT.

Jackson, Miss., September 4, 1875.

To J. C. Prewitt, Yazoo CUy

:

Don't think troops of any sort will be sent.

J. Z. GEORGE.

Jackson, September 6, 1875.

S. M. SiiELTON, Clinton, Miss. :

Dr. KcUs will answer as to Bell. Be prudent in all you do. Allow no advantage to

the enemy. Use as much forbearance as possible. The Federal authority will be in-

voked against you.
J. Z. GEORGE.

Clinton, September 6, 1875.

General J. Z. Gkorge :

There can bo no peace in Hinds County while the radical leaders are at large. "We
are fully prepared to meet the issue, and accept no term which do not embrace the sur-

render or removal of those leaders from the county. Wo do not recognize the Ames
governujent, but will have no coullict with the Federal authorities.

S. M. SHELTON,
For the Executive Committee of the County.

Clinton, Miss., September G, 1875.

General J. Z. George :

Committee of ten hero to escort W. H. Bell to Raymond to open registration ; his

safety is pledged. Will he come, and when ? Answer at once.

S. M. SHELTON,
Chairman.

Clinton, September 6, 1875.

General George, Chaiytnan Executive Committee :

All quiet here ; sent out couriers guaranteeing peace and protection to all negroes

who want it.

G. M. LEWIS,
Mayor.
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To C. D. Gillespie and Robert Withers, Bolton, Miss.

:

Has peace beeu restored fully? If not, use every eflbrt to secure that result. Give
protection to all peaceable persons.

J. Z. GEORGE.

' Bolton, Septemier 7, 1875.

J. Z. George :

We have committee of white and black in country to restore peace.

C. S. NORTH.

Hazlehurst, Miss., Septemler 8, 1875.

J. Z. George or Geo. L. Potter :

Bouduraut is to get injunction from Bailey and order to sheriff here to seize regis-

tration-books and deliver them to him as i^resident of board registrars. That is his

business in Jacksou.
H. B. MAYES.

Jackson, September 8, 1875.

Tim E. Cooper or H. B. Mayes, Hazlehurst:

Colouel Taylor, of Alabama, a distinguished orator, -will speak in your town on
Thursday. Get him a good audience.

J. Z. GEORGE,
Chairman, 4'C.

Hazlehurst, Miss., Septemler 8, 1875.

General J. Z. George :

Notice too short. If you mean to-morrow, answer.
TIM E. COOPER.

TiJi Cooper, Hazlehurst, Miss.

:

1 mean to-morrow ; can't make another day.
J. Z. GEORGE.

Hazlehurst, Miss., September 8, 1875.

J. Z. George or Geo. L. Potter :

Brother of Matthews and Bondurant in Jackson. Look out.

H. B. MAYES.

Jackson, Septemibcr 8, 1875.

E. W. Cabinis, Clinton, Miss.

:

At my request Frank Johnston will go to Clinton to-morrow morning to co-operate
with you and Sheltou. Have witnesses ready.

J. Z. GEORGE.

Yazoo City, Septemler 9, 1875.

General J. Z. George :

The governor is misinformed as to aiftiirshere. Civil government is not overthrown,
and no opposition offered to it. No military organization in this town, only a hastily-

organized citizen force to rei^eal an invasion which was threatened from surrounding
plantations, and which would have occurred without it. These citizens have not in-

terfered with or molested any one, and do not ijroposo to. They are acting solely in

the interest of peace, and to insure safetj' to their homes. Citizens of both political

parties compose the force.

GARNETT ANDREWS.
W. S. EPPERSON.
C. V. GROINER.
E. SCHAEFER.
S. BARKSDALE.
I. N. GILNETH.
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To Hon. Edwards Pierrepont,
Attorney-General United States, Washington, D. C:

There are no disturbances in this State now, and no obstructions to the execution
of the laws. There has been an unexpected conflict at a political meeting, and some
subsequent disturbances, but everything is quiet now. The governor's call for United
States troops does not even pretend there is any insurrection against the State gov-
ernment, as required by the revision of United States Statutes of 1875, p. 1034. Peace
prevails throughout the State, and the employment of United States troops would but
increase the distrust of the people in the good faith of the present State government.

J. Z. GEORGE,
Chainnan Democratic Executive State Committee.

Aberdeen, Miss., September 10, 1875.

General J. Z. George :

We see from telegram that Governor Ames has called on you to assist him in keep-
ing the peace in the State. In furtherance in such purpose we tender him through
you the services of one hundred good men from this county.

E. O. SYKES.
S. J. GHOLSON.
B. E. HOWARD.
L. E. HOUSTON.

September 10, 1875.

To Messrs. GnoLSON, Sykes and others, Aberdeen :

I have made the oiler, though it is an error that I have been called on to assist in

preserving peace.
J. Z. GEORGE.

September 11, 18T5.

To Hon. Edwards Pierrepont,
Attorney- General United States:

I am prepared to prove to your satisfaction that Sheriff Harney was under no duress
whatever when he sent his first dispatch to you, and that the contents of that dispatch
are true. Offers are freely made to tlie governor of assistance to preserve the peace
should danger of disturbance occur. The people of Mississippi claim the right of
American citizens to bo heard before they are condemned. I rc-assert that perfect

peace prevails throughout the State, and there is no danger of disturbance unless ini-

tiated by the State authorities, which I hope they will not do.

J. Z. GEORGE,
Chairman Democratic and Conservative State Executive Committee.

Edwards, Miss., September 11, 1875.

General J. Z. George :

Harney's telegram of recantation in Pilot to-day is false. I was the only white man
present and unarmed, and thirty or forty blacks present when ho signed the first tele-

gram. He did it freely and volunlarily after I had told him ho would be protected in

not signing it if he could not do so coiiscieutiously, and I assured him I was ready
with any number of men to execute any process for him, and not one word was said to

Harney as to injury to himself or property.

W. A. MONTGOMERY.

Natchez, Miss., September 12, 1875.

General J. Z. George :

The undersigned have tendered Governor Ames, by telegraph, one hundred and
twenty-five men armed with revolving rifles to suppress any insurrection in the State,

onlv asking that State furnish rations and transportation.
WILL. T. ]\IARTIN.
GEO. W. KOONTZ.
J. FLOYD KING.
PAUL A. BOTTO.
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Holly Spkings, Miss., September 13, 1875.
General J. Z. George,

Chairman

:

You are authorized to say to the governor that should any disturbance occur in Mis-
sissippi, oue hundred, or more if desired, of the best citizens of this couuty, composed
of both jjolitical parties, are ready to obey his call to jireservo order.

H. W. WALTER,
For C'Uisens.

Bolton, Miss., Septemler 14, 1875.
General J. Z. George :

The executive committee. Hinds County, suggest that you telegraph W. A. Mont-
gomery's letter in to-day's Herald to Washington at once.

W. CALVIN WELLS.

Grenada, Miss., Septeviber 18, 1875.

Col. J. Z. George,
Chairman

:

Taylor, of Panola, and others thiuk we should be represented at Washington to re-

fute the statements of Warner, Howe & Co. If you concur, send Governor I3rown and
two others, we paying expenses of those not able. Answer.

E. C. WALTHALL.

Jackson, September 19, 1875.

To E. C. Walthall, Grenada. Miss.

:

Will write you about the delegation to Washington.
J. Z. GEORGE.

Aberdeen, Miss., September 20, 1875.

J. Z. George :

There are sixty stands of arms here with accouterments. Company long since dis-

banded. Can't you get an order from the governor turning them over to me ?

E. O. SYKES.

Yazoo City, Miss., September 21, 1875.

General J. Z. George :

Give latest developments about militia. Is it being organized ? Answer.
GAKNETT ANDREWS.

September 22, 1875.

Garnett Andrews, Yazoo City:

Their movements are secret. Nothing certain is known. I think they mean mis-
chief. Will write.

J. Z. GEORGE.

September 22, 1875.

General E. C. Walthall, Grenada :

Attend a meetiug of the executive committee on Friday morning next. Important
business to attend to.

J. Z. GEOEGE,
Chairman.

September 22, 1875.

H. n. Chalmers, Hernando:

Attend a meeting of the executive committee on Friday morning next. Important
business to attend to.

J. Z. GEORGE,
Chairman.

September 22, 1875.

J D. Vertner, Port Gibson :

Attend a meeting of the executive committee Friday morning next. Important
business to attend to.

J. Z. GEORGE,
Chairman.
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Skptembeh 22, 1875.

U. M. Young, Tickshurgli

:

Attend a meeting of the executive committee on Friday uiorning next. Imi^ortaut

tusiness to attend to.

J. Z. GEORGE,
Chairman.

September 22, 1875.

John A. Bigford, DucfcS^iZL-

Attend a meeting of tbe executive committee on Friday morning next. Important
business to attend to.

J. Z. GEORGE,
Chairman.

September 22, 1875.

J. A. P. Campbell, Canton

:

Attend a meeting of the executive committee on Friday morning next. Important
business to attend to.

J. Z. GEORGE,
Chairman.

September 22, 1875,

J. B. CiiRiSMAN, Broolhaven:

Attend a meeting of the executive committee on Friday morning- next. Important
business to attend to.

J. Z. GEORGE,
Chairman.

H. M. Street, BoonevilUCf Miss. :

Attend meeting of executive committee Friday.

September 22, 1875.

J. Z. GEORGE,
Cluiirman.

September 22, 1875.

W. H. II. TiSON, Baldwyn,Miss.:

Attend a meeting of the executive committee on Friday morning next. Important
business to attend to.

J. Z. GEORGE,
Chairman.

September 22, 1875.

Thomas B. Sykes, Aberdeen, Miss.

:

Attend a meeting of the executive committee on Friday morning next. Important
business to attend to.

J. Z. GEORGE,
Chairman,

Duck Hill, Miss., ScjitemKr 23, 1875.

General James Z. George :

No train to-night ; will bo down on morning ti'ain.

JOHN A. BINFORD.

Brandon, Miss., Septemha' 23, 1875.

Hon. J. Z. George:
Come on evening train to speak at Pisgah barbecue to-morrow. Answer.

H. S. COLE,
Chairman Executive Committee, Jiankin County.

Jackson, Miss., September 23, 1875.

H. S. Cole, Brandon, Miss.

:

Impossible. Inniortaut meeting of the committee to-morrow prevents.
J. Z. GEORGE.
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Baldwyn, Miss., September 23, 1875.
J. Z. George, Chairman:

Sir : Impossible to attend. Anything you do will be right

J, Z. George:
Chalmers and I will come on noon train.

W. H. H. TISON.

Grenada, Miss.

E. C. WALTHALL. !

Grenada, Miss., September 24, 1875.

General J. Z. Georgk :

Can you get me H. E. Pease's speech in senate and G. E. Harris's letter on reforms in
republican party? Send by Gsneral Walthall.

W. K. BAEKSDALE.

Jackson, Miss., September 24, 1875. ,

Hon. Edwards Pierrepont,
Aitorney-Genei'al, Washington, D, C.

:

The secretary of republican State committee having dispatched you that the organi-
zation of the State militia had been enjoined by the chairman of democratic State
committee, we desire to say that the bill was filed by a tax-payer of this city, and the
injunction granted by the chief-justice of the State, who is a republican, on the grounds
that money was about to be drawn from the State treasury for military purposes, un-
der the provisions of a statute which is in conflict with the constitution of the State
and of the United States. It was only the drawing of the money, and not the organi-
zation of the militia which was enjoined. The undersigned, members of democratic
State committee, assembled here to-day from every part of the State, take pleasure
in assuring you that everywhere throughout the State the most profound peace and
good order prevails.

J. Z. GEORGE, Chm'n.
H. H. CHALMEES.
E. C. WALTHALL.
J. A. P. CAMPBELL.
T. B. SYKES.
JNO. A. BINFOED.
UPTON M. YOUNG.
J. B. CHRISMAN.
H. M. STREET.

Jackson, September 27, 1875.

Judge H. B. Mayes, Hazlehurst, Miss.

:

We are considering the matter, and will let you know in time.
J. Z. GEOEGE.

September 27, 1875.

W. J. Adams, Enterprise, Miss.

:

Can give you fifty dollars ; am almost bursted.
J. Z. GEOEGE.

W. E. KiRBY, Edwards, Miss.

:

We think here that our friends ought to join the militia.

J. Z. GEOEGE.

Edwards, Miss., September 28, 1875.

General George :

I have a company here. Some oppose it. Advise me. Answer.
G. D. NIXON, Captain.

G. D. Nixon, Edwards :

Tender the company by all means.
J. Z. GEOEGE.

25 MISS
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ViCKSBURGH, Miss., September 29, 1875.
General J. Z. George :

The shipment of arms to Allen is a fraud. Inquire through friends in Washington
if Government has made any such shipment. Ames is determined to have a conliict.

WM. H. McCAEDLE.

ViCKSBURGH, Miss., October 1, 1875.

General J. Z. George :

Would it be advisable to organize a militia company—white ? Answer.
F. M. ANDREWS.

Hazlehurst, Miss., October 1, 1875.

J. Z. George :

Chan<>ellor Deason in Jackson ; stops at Deason's ; have him at your ofiSce ; I will be
there with bill this evening.

H. B. MAYES.

Hazlehurst, October 1, 1875.

J. Z. George :

Injunction failed
;
quo warranto held to-morrow; come down to-night and help ; all

important ; can't do without you ; will send you to Beauregard in time.
COOPER & MAYES.

October 1, 1875.

Messrs. Cooper & Mates, Hazlehurst

:

Will be down to-night.

J. Z. GEORGE.

October 2, 1875.

F. M. Andrews, Ficlcsburgh

:

Our friends here deem it advisable to organize white militia companies.
J. Z. GEORGE,

By MARION SMITH.

October 4, 1875.

Wm. R. Barksdate, care Edward Mayes, Oxford :

Expect papers at Oxford.
J. Z. GEORGE.

Grenada, Miss., October 4, 1875.

Gen. J. Z. George:
I go to Oxford circuit court to-night. If papers require immediate action here, send

to F. E. Peacock, chairman executive committee of county.
W. R. BARKSDALE.

October 4, 1875.

William R. Barksdale, Grenada

:

Important papers sent you by express this evening.
J. Z. GEORGE.

Friar's Point, Miss., October 5, 1875.

Hon. J. Z. George:
Sheriff of Coahoma County caused our town to be invaded this morning by an armed

mob of negroes ; we drove them back, but are now menaced from three directions with
others ; am acting as deputy coroner ; we will restore peace in six hours ; no one killed

;

sheriff has fled couuty.
H. P. REID.

Oxford, Miss., October 5, 1875.

Gen. J. Z. George :

Telegram received : no papers came.
W. R. BARKSDALE.
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Oxford, Miss., October 7, 1875.
Gen. J. Z. George :

I received no package ; agent says he delivered package personally. Barksdale gone
home.

E. MAYES.

ViCKSBURGH, Miss., October 9, 1875.
J. Z. George :

The following received this morning : Caldv^ell's company left here, Jackson, this
morning by wagon-road guarding three wagon-loads with ordnance stores destined for
Edwards ; have you any information as to facts, or any instructions to give ? Prompt
answer.

U. M. YOUNG.

October 9, 1875.

U. M. Young, Ficksburgh :

A difficulty should be avoided by all means. The escort is peaceable.
J. Z. GEORGE,

By MARION SMITH.

October 7, 1875.

Edward Mayes, Oxford

:

Did you receive and deliver package to Barksdale ? "What will he do ? Answer.
J. Z. GEORGE.

Sardis, Miss., October 7, 1865.

Gen. J. Z. George :

I am sure it can be done. Important papers gent by express this evening.
W. R. BARKSDALE.

W. R. Barksdale, Oxford, Miss.

:

Have you received the document by express ? What can you do with it ? Answer.
J. Z. GEORGE.

Yazoo City, Miss., October 9, 1875.

J. Z. George, or Marion Smith :

Where did the militia go that left Jackson to-day ?

W. D. GIBBS.

Hernando, Miss., October 11, 1875.

Hon. J. Z. George :

Judge Fisher to-day examined the man who shot H. Hillman, on habeas corpus, and
discharged him on the ground he acted in self-defense.

F. W. WHITE,
Chairman Democratic Committee.

Jackson, October 11, 1875.

J. M. Sublett, Tazoo City :

They will come, I think, but Prewett will come home before they get there.

J.Z.GEORGE.

Yazoo City, October 11, 1875.

Gen. J. Z. George :

Are the militia coming, and when f

J. M. SUBLETT.
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Hernando, Miss., Octoher 11, 1875.

Hon. J. Z. George :

H. H. Hillman, chairman of executive committee and candidate for legislature, has
gone to Jackson, pretending to be in danger here. He is a witness and prosecutor in a
habeas corpus case before Judge Fisher to-day, who met him at Batesville, told him to

return and assured him of protection. There is no danger to him or any one, and no
threats: everything quiet.

T. W. WHITE,
Chairman Democratic Committee.

Vaughan, Miss., October 12, 1875.

J. Z. George:
Inform me here of any militia movement ; keep operator in office all night.

P. J. McCORxMICK,
Chairman Executive Committee, Yasoo Club.

October 12, 1875.

A. J. McCormick, Vaughan Station:

It is possible that the purpose to send militia to Yazoo will be abandoned. Will
keer) you advised. Private.

J. Z. GEORGE.

Natchez, Miss., October 14, 1875.

J. Z. George :

Can vou send us Hooker or some other speaker Tuesday?
P. A. BOTTO.

Hernando, Miss., October 13, 1875.

Gen. J. Z. George :

Yours by express received ; the documents therein mentioned have not arrived.

When and how were they sent ?

WHITE & CHALMER3.

White & Chalmers, Hernando :

They won't be sent at all. See Clariou of yesterday.
J. Z. GEORGE.

Paul A. Borro, Xatchez

:

Don't know ; but I will try to send some one.

J. Z. GEORGE.

Meridian, Miss., October 18, 1875.

Gen. J. Z. George, or E. Barksdale :

When did Miles stop drawing i)av as circuit judge ? Answer.
O. R. SINGLETON.

O. R. Singleton, Meridian

:

He drew pay as judge up to the 29th March, 1873.

Jackson, October 18, 1875.

J. Z. GEORGE.

James H. Neville, ileridian :

Can't promise certain!}' : will do the best I can.

J. Z. GEORGE.

Meridian, Miss., Octoba- 18, 1875.

Gen. J. Z. George :

I am here making arrangements for excursion train. Railroad charge us S~00 ; large

crowd going up; will you send me $50 more to Scooba ; Col. Singleton is here; if we
get train Kemper is all right. Answer.

JAS. H. NEVILLE.
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Grenada, Miss., October 18, 1875.

J. Z. George:
Will you be at Starkvllle Wednesday ?

E. C. WALTHALL.

ScooBA, Miss., October 19, 1875.

J. Z. George :

Tremendous crowd will be here. I go to Meridian to-night to conduct excursion train

this place. You must come if you can. Send us help if you can, here, to buy provisions.

Excursion train from Macon here. Answer at Meridian.
KEVILLE.

Grenada, Miss., October 19, 1875.

J. Z. George:

I will be there certain.

E. C. WALTHALL.

Egypt, Miss., October 20, 1875.

J. Z. George, Chairman:

White and Harrison, radical members of legislature from Chickasaw County, have
recently signed a letter to Ames stating that, as members of the legislature, they are

afraid to assemble in Jackeon upon the call of the governor. We are informed that
the movement in general is another radical trick to get United States troops defeated.

W. F, TUCKER, and
R. O. REYNOLDS.

October 21, 1875.

Colonel H. W. Walter, Holly Sprin(/s, Miss.

:

Impossible for me to be with you. A careful scrutiny of the reports from all parts of

the State authorizes me to say that our success is certain. I want you to send me the
pledge of every democrat and conservative present with you to say that glorious old

Marshall will be carried. Your request will be attended to.

J. Z. GEORGE.

October 21, 1875.

i. S. Carson, President Democratic Club, Brookhaven :

General Wharton will speak at Brookhaven to-night. Give him a good crowd.
J. Z. GEORGE,

Chairman, ^c.

Okolona, Miss., October 22, 1875.

General J. Z. George :

Will write you by evening's mail inclosing certificates of negro members of legisla-

ture from this county which will fully explain Tucker and Reynolds's dispatch, and ex-

pose a villainous scheme.
J. R. McINTOSH.

Okolona, Miss., October 22, 1875.

General J. Z. George :

I sent the papers by the evening's express.
J. R. McINTOSH.

T. C. Catchings, Fickburgk, Miss.

:

1 will see you this evening or to-morrow.

General J. Z. George :

Where is Colonel Hooker to-day ?

October 23, 1875.

J. Z. GEORGE.

Macon, Miss., October 23, 1875.

T. J. ROSS.
Secretary County Executive Committee.
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October 23, 1875.
General E. C. Walthall, Grenada :

Make Fitzgerald go to Sunflower at once. He is disinclined to go.

J. Z. GEOEGE.

Yazoo City, Octoier 25, 1875.

W. M. Calicote's statement ia false. He is an accomplice of Buck Eeddit, who mur-
dered a colored man in this county, and fled from justice accompanied by Calicote

;

therefore it is not a violation of the treaty of peace ; ample proof can be furnished if

desired.

P. G. McCOKMICK.

ViCKSBURGH, Miss., October 25, 1875.
General J. Z. George :

Meeting adjourned until to-morrow. I think all fixed against us. McCardle re-

moved from Herald. Had same efl'ect.

BENJ. G. HmiPHREYS.

Sardis, Octoie)- 24, 1875.
General J. Z. George:
Ozanne, the radical sheriff, has written to Governor Ames, asking him to send a pri-

vate agent of the United States to tliis place on Wednesday next to attend the trial of
one of his deputies, charged with tampering witii registration ; the letter is full of mis-
representations and actual falsehoods, and the demand for the agent is made, in our
opinion, solely for campaign purposes ; our people have shown great forbearance under
exasperating circumstances, and quiet prevails. If you think best you might see Gov-
ernor Ames, and ask him to do nothing uutil we can send you a full statement, which
we will do by the first mail, together with a copy of Ozanue's letter.

E. H. TAYLOE.
J. G. HALL, Jr.
C. B. VANCE.

Fayette, Miss., October 25, 1875.

General J. Z. George :

Can't you send a strong man into Franklin County ? Outlook dark there from sheer
apathy. N. L. GEICE,

Chairman.

October 25, 1875.
. B. Chrisman, Brookharen :

No tickets can or will be furnished by the executive committee.
J. Z. GEORGE,

Cliainnan.

Artesia, Miss., October 25, 1875.

General J. Z. George :

Telegraph at once where message will reach Colonel Lamar.
democeatic club.

Democratic Club, Artesia

:

Speaks at New Albany, Union County, to-day ; Ashland, Benton County, 26tb.

J. Z. GEORGE,
Per MARION SMITH.

Jackson, October 25, 1875.

T. B. Sykes and R. O. Eevxolds, Aberdeen :

It has been represented to Governor Ames that on the 2.'ld October democrats at-

tended a riipublicau meeting in Monroe, and beat colored men over the head with pis-

tols, and came nigh precipitating a riot ; and on the 23d they beat and shot at colored
men in Aberdeen. It is also reported that the democrats openly declare that they
intend to carry the electiou by force, and that the county executive committee is at

the head of it. Answer in short by telegram, aud iu full by mail.

J. Z. GEOEGE,
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Aberdeen, October 25, 1875.

J. Z. George :

The representations are untrue. There was a slight disturbance ou the 22cl at joint
discussion, caused by republicaus who tried to break up the meeting. Nobody was
hurt. On the 2Ud there was a private quarrel between a white and colored man. A
democratic negro was beaten by a radical, because of his polical opinions. We intend
to carry the election by votes, not by force.

E. O. SYKES.

Yazoo City, Miss., October 26, 1875.

J. Z. George and E. Barksdale :

It is wholly false that armed men are patrolling the streets and roads of Yazoo, with
ropes at their saddles, as charged ; it is untrue that Longstreet (colored) has been lost.

Jacob Sidney (colored) was killed by Bank Reddit (colored) in a private cxuarrel about
a woman, (colored.) Longstreet wits charged as accessory. A warrant was issued,

under which he has been arrested; he is now undergoing an examination trial before
the justice of his district. Do urge the governor to inquire before adopting the false

reports which constantly reach him
W. II. LURE.
F. J5ARKSDALE.

Yazoo City, October 26, 1875.

At request of a public meeting of citizens, held here, I sent a long telegram to the
governor in reference to the painful occurrence which called the meeting together.

Prominent citizens request me to call your attention to this telegram, as it is desired

that you may see the governor without delay. The length of the telegram precludes
my sending a duplicate. After seeing him, telegraiih to me.

A. M. HARLOW.

Yazoo City, October 26, 1875.

General J. Z. George :

Charles E. Fawn, deputy sheriff, has been killed in the court-house by Frank Russell,

son of J. T. Russell, another deputy sheriff. It was a private and personal affair, in no
way connected with politics. The prominent democrats here had just made Fawn's
bond for $20,000. The whites have arrested Russell and hold him in custody. Great
sorrow and indignation at the deed among our whole people. We had no notice of
such intention or purpose, or it would not have been done. Russell is now ou trial

and will be lodged in jail. You shall have full particulars. Dickson's Guard arrested

Russell.
R. S. HUDSON.

October 26, 1875.

A. M. Harlow, Yazoo City :

Your telegram to the governor is satisfactory. Everything is lovely now. Keep
quiet, observe order, and all will be well. The demonstration to-day was a great

success.
J. Z. GEORGE.

Jackson, October 26, 1875.

To Dr. J. P. McCoRMicK, R. S. Hudson, R. Bowman, J. M. Sublktt, F. Barksdale,
Henry Dickson, W. H. Lase, Colonel Andrews, Colonel Gilrutu, A. M. Harlow,
Dr. Moore, J. C. Prewitt, and others

:

Reports are made to official authorities of numerous cases of disorder in Yazoo.

Will you authorize us to pledge that peace shall be preserved ; that there sball be a
peaceable election ; and that the republicans shall not be molested in voting for such
ticket as they may choose ?

E. BARKSDALE.
J. Z. GEORGE.

P. J. McCOEMICK, F. BaRKSI»ALE,
Yazoo City

:

It has been reported to the governor that armed men are parading the streets and
roads of Yazoo, with ropes at the saddle, aud that a colored man, Longstreet, has been
lost. What are the facts ? If so, get our friends to stop it.

J. Z. GEORGE.
E. BARKSDALE.
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Macox, Miss., October 27, 1875.
General J. Z. George :

The rads apply to Judge Hill to-day for supervisors of election. Has be received the
list of names recommended by the democratic executive committee of this county ?

T. J. EOSS,
Secretary Covimittee.

Abekdeen, Miss., October 27, 1875.
General J. Z. George :

The parties named not in town, but we unhesitatingly deny that any such state-
ment was seriously made. No such invasion is contemplated or would be tolerated by
us or the executive committee of the county. We are for good order.

T. B. SYKES.
R. O. EEYNOLDS.

Jackson, October 27, 1875.

Thomas B. Sykes and R. O. Reynolds,
Aba'deen:

Have D. P. Willis, W. D. Walton, L. Brown, N. W. Hatch, or any other leading demo-
crats in your county, stated that it is to be invaded by 1,5U0 men from Alabama, who
will compel the colored people to vote the democratic ticket or not vote at all ? In-
quire, and answer immediately. Important.

J. Z. GEORGE,
Chairman Executive Committee.

Yazoo City, October 28, 1875.

J. Z. George:
You are authorized to give a pledge that the republicans of this county can put out

such ticket as they see lit, and vote unmolested for such candidates as they choose, and
such candidates will not be molested in consequence thereof.

A. M. Harlow. N, N. Wilson. IT. C. Tyler.
J. M. Sublett. J. A. Barksdale. Edward Luke.
J. C. Prewitt. J. M. Chirk. E. H. Kelly.
W. S. Epperson. H. S. Godberry. Alex. Moss.
C. V. Gwynu. G.Andrews. C.F.Emery. '

P. M. Doherty. Hirnm Harrison. K. Bowman.
P. J. McCormick. H. M. Dixon

.

Peter B. Cook.
F. Barksdale. J. R. Winn. W. Y. Godberry.
R. S. Hudson, and many others.

October 28, 1875.
To P. J. McCormick and others,

Yazoo City :

Your pledge is satisfactory, and no troops will be sent. Hope you will get through
without trouble.

J. Z. GEORGE.

October 28, 1875.
To F. Barksdale and Dr. McCormick :

The dispatch asking if the republicans would be allowed to vote for such ticket
as they pleased was designed to elicit an answer that would prevent United States
troops being sent. The answer is not considered enough to effect the object by the
Government representative. We think they will be sent at once.

E. BARKSDALE.
J. Z. GEORGE.

October 28, 1875
F. Barksdale, Dr. McCormick, J. M. Sublett, and others,

Tazoo City

:

We have seen official evidence from the Attorney-General of the purpose to send
troops unless pledge was made as stated, and believe that if troo{)S are sent to
Yazuo they will be sent to other counties, and it will be fatal to our cause.

J Z.GEORGE.
E. BARKSDALE.
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October 23, 1875.

F, Barksdale, Dr. McCormick, J. M. Sublett, and others

:

Your dispatch is regarded as insuflScient in not stating that the republicans can pnt
out a ticket and vote for it unmolested, and that no candidate on it will be injured in

consequence thereof by democrats. Answer to-night, and at once. Let all sign the
answer, if possible.

Water Valley, Miss., October G, 1875.

General J. Z. George :

Fisher speaks here to-morrow ; Lamar is sick in bed. Send E. Barksdale, or some
one who can demolish Fisher to-morrow. We foot all bills.

EOBT. PROPHIT,
President Democratic Club.

Jacksox, October 28, 1875.

H. M. Street, West Point, Colfax County, Miss.

:

I will do as you request; rely on it implicitly.

J. Z. GEORGE.

ViCKSBUKGH, October 28, 1875.

General George, Chairman Executive Committee :

Can't get back to meet Porter's appointment ; send some one out.

HOOKER.

Natchez, Miss., October 28, 1875.

General J. Z. George :

We have some three hundred dollars after paying expenses, but can use more to

Hiuch advantage. Can your committee furnish us any ? Answer.
A. H. BRENHAM,

Chairman Executive Committee.

Goodman, Miss., October 28, 1875.

J. Z. George :

Can you send us cannon, good size, for display at Lexington ? Want it Friday night.

Answer quick.
W. J. TAYLOR,

President Goodman Club.

A. H. Brenham, Natchez, Miss.

:

The fund is exhausted.
J. Z. GEORGE.

October 28, 1875.

To W. J. Taylor, Goodman, Miss.

:

We telegraph to N. O. to have cannon sent you, paying transportation both ways.
You must provide ammunition.

E. RICHARDSON.
J. Z. GEORGE.

DuRANT, Miss., October 29, 1875.

Gov. Adelbert Ames :

I have seen Colonel Taylor, and others who heard him, and he made no such state-

ment.
J. Z. GEORGE.

Judge J. W. C. Watson, Canton, Miss.

:

You must go to Water Valley to-morrow. I have sent now to that effect.

J. Z. GEORGE.

Jackson, October 28, 1875.

E. O. Sykes, Aberdeen, Miss. :

Your letter is satisfactory. Hurrah for old Monroe. Victory throughout the State
is certain.

J. Z. GEORGE.
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October 28, 1875.

N. B. Evans, Aberdeen, Miss.

:

I can't send you a speaker ; they are all engaged.
J. Z. GEORGE.

October 28, 1875.

Egbert Prophit, Water Valley, Miss. :

Will send Judge J. W. C. Watson.
J. Z. GEOEGE.

Yazoo City, Octoier 29, 1875.

General J. Z. George :

All quiet here, and we are hopeful.
EOBT. BOWMAN.
F. BARKSDALE.

Aberdeen, Miss , October 28, 1675.

General J. Z. Georoe :

Our orator for Saturday cannot come. Can you send us Walthall, Barksdale, or some
good orator ?

W. B. EVANS, Chairman.

Port Gibson, Ocioba- 29, 1875.

J.Z.George:
Smith was not forced to leave. In consequence of a quarrel between him and a

republican registrar, growing out of the action of the latter on the board of registra-

tion, and in which Smith's life was threatened by said registrar, he, Sniitb, after con-
sulting i)arties of his own selection, who demand it in the interest of jjeace that he
leave for the present, left, in accordance with said friends' advice, on the third day
thereafter. Had a collision taken place between them it was thought that it would
probably lead to general trouble. It is false that our friends are preventing the ne-
groes from voting by violence or threats. We are simply determined to have an elec-

tion at which ail our friends, white and colored, shall vote without intimidation, let,

or hindrance; which privilege the latter class have not heretofore enjoyed in this

locality. This is written after consulting the gentlemen whose advice Smith songht.
J. D. VEETNEE.

October 29, 1875.

To J. D. Vertner, Port Gibson, Miss.:

It is reported here that Senator Smith has been forced to leave, and that our friends
are preventing the negroes from voting by violence and threats, in violation of the
peace contract. Let mo know the facts, and see that a peaceful election is held.

J. Z. GEOEGE.

Hazlehurst, October 29, 1875.

General J. Z. George :

Big crowd to-morrow. No speaker yet arrived. Come to-night if you can, or send
us Judge Harris or Mr. Barksdale. Answer.

TIM. E. COOPEE.

Oxford, Miss., October 29, 1875.

General J. Z. George :

We are about two hundred ahead on the new registration. Put Lafayette down for

five hundred majority.
W. J. STOWERS,

President Democratic Club.

Yazoo City, October 30, 1875.

General J. Z. George and E. Barkodale :

Everything promising here.
F. BARKSDALE.
EOBT. BOWMAN.
J. r. MOORE.
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ViCKSBURGH, October 30, 1875.

General J. Z. George :

My chances increased 1,000 per cent.

T. C. CATCHINGS.

SCOOBA, Miss., October 30, 1875.

General J. Z. George :

A. J. Davis and Jeff. D. Bell came here with Gilmer, but telling ns privately that
they were members of capitol democratic club. Davis told negroes yesterday now
would be a good time to go for damned white folks. Bell told them to carry the elec-

tion peaceably or forcibly. A. O. Esquirol holds United States deputy marshal's com-
mission ; ascertain from J. L. Lake if forged or genuine. Answer to-night if possible.

The two former leave to-night, so they say.

BASIL GEORGE,
Vice-President A. D. Club,

To Basil George, Scooha, Miss. :

Lake says none of the parties have deputations from him ; have explained these mat-
ters fully to Mr. Neville.

J. Z. GEORGE.

ScooBA, Miss., October 30, 1875.

General J. Z. George :

Gilmer reached this place this morning with four United States deputy marshals;
say he is going to make arrest for intimidation. Would you advise us to submit to an
arrest ? No intimidation has been made. Confidential. Answer.

JAS. H. NEVILLE.

ScooBA, Miss., October 30, 1875.

General George :

Meet me at Jackson to-morrow morning.
J. H. NEVILLE.

October 30, 1875.

J. H. Nevuxe, Scooba :

No such deputies have been apr)ointed ; so says the United States marshal.
J. Z. GEORGE.

Port Gibson, October 5\, 1875,

J. Z. George :

It having been published that a negro mass-meeting would be held at Port Gibson
on 30th, and that there would be an immense procession through our streets, and that
radical speakers would instruct the negroes to desert their district pells and mass on
our weaker precincts in other districts, and would fire the poor wretches with incen-

diary speeches, it was deemed prudent, owing to the prevailing election excitement,
that a sufficient number of whites come to town that day to prevent such things as

might result from drunken negro insolence or other causes, as well as to be advised of

said proposed instructions and speeches. The whites were under prudent leadership,

and we cautioned them against any individual offensive act or speech in town. The
two processions met, and individual quarrels and blows resulted, when the aspect be-

came threatening. Perfect order was soon restored. Negroes were, beyond question, the
tirst to exhibit guns, though many of both colors had side-arms. At barbecue-grounds
perfect order prevailed, though no speaking occurred after dinner, of which only ne-

groes partook. We deem it proper to advise you, as all our acts incident to a more
vigorous campaign are misrepresented by the party seeking to hold power.

J. D. VERTNER.

Meridian, Miss., October 30, 1875.

General J. Z. George :

It is reported that troops will be sent here ; is it so ? Prevent it if possible. It will

be productive of harm. Everything here quiet. Answer.
JNO. W. SMITH,

Chairman Ex. Com.
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October 30, 1875.

John W. Smith, Meridian, Miss.:

No truth in report.

J. Z. GEOEGE,
Per MARION SMITH.

Tim. E. Cooper, Esq., Chairman, ^c, Hazlehurst

:

Other enoragements do not permit us to be with you. Congratulate the assembled
thousands that the news is cheering. The democracy will carry the doubtful coun-
ties and many of the enemy's strongholds and sweep the State.

E. BARKSDALE.
J. Z. GEOKGE.

DuRANT, Miss., October 30, 1875.

General J. Z. George :

Everything perfectly quiet. No threats or violence used to any one.

H. S. HOOKER.
JAS. ROWER.

November 3, 1875.

L. A. Jones, Aberdeen

:

The matter has been determined on. How will it do to recommend that the na-
tional thank.'^giving daj' be observed ? That is my idea. We won the senate as well
as the house by decided majorities.

J. Z. GEORGE.

Aberdeen, November 3, 1875.

General J. Z. George :

Send majority in each county heard from to this moment.
T. B. SYKES.

B.\Y Saint Loris, November 3, 1875.

J. Z. George:
Seals' (for Congress) majority in Hancock over Lynch, two hundred and fortv-three.

T. J. MURPHY.

November 1, 1875.

Dr. P. J. McCoRjiiCK, Yazoo City : .

Advise me at 12 o'clock to-morrow and afterward of progress of election.

J. Z. GEORGE.

West Point, Miss., November 1.

General J. Z. George :

Governor Powers writes what is not tnie. Profound peace prevails in this county
;

the town is very quiet. Everything will pass off peaceably ; not the slightest indica-

tion of intimidation.
FRED. BARRY.

West Point, Miss., November —

.

J. Z. George:
Will do so. Colfax will come out ahead any them at Columbus. To push senatorial

ticket, communicate with W. W. Humphries or General .Jake Sharp ; I am pushing it

favorably here.
J. G. BARRY.

To Fred. Barry, West Point, Miss.

:

Governor Powers writes here that our friends are ordering republicans to leave, and
are intimidating voters. Preserve the peace, and have a fair election.

J. Z. GEORGE.
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November 1, 1875.

To Fred. Barry, West Point :

Advise me at 12 o'clock to-morrow and afterward of progress of election.

J. Z. GEORGE.

ViCKSBURGH, Miss., Novemier 1.

General J. Z. George :

Will give you full election particulars, as requested.
T. C. CATCHINGS.

November 1, 1875.

To S. C. Baixes, Vaiden

:

Advise me at 12 o'clock to-morrow and afterward of progress of election.

J. Z. GEORGE.

November 1, 1875.

To T. C. Catchings, Vibkshurgh

:

Advise me to-morrow at 12 o'clock and afterward of progress of election.

J. Z. GEORGE.

Scooba, Miss., November 1.

General J. Z. George :

Esquirol, Davis, and Bell left on south-bound train last night. Esquirol says he
will be back to-night. Do not let them bring any troops here and Kemper will be all

right. One of the inspectors of election, a radical, says there is no use of holding an
election here, and we think they are going to prevent opening the polls, if possible.

What shall we do in such a case? Radicals have given up all hope, and will do any-
thing to prevent holdmg an election. Answer immediately.

J. H. DUKE.
J. H. NEVILLE.

To Jas. H. Neville and J. H. Duke, Scooba, Miss. :

If any inspector declines to act after you have requested him to do so, then treat him
as if he had not appeared, under section 370 of the code, and proceed accordingly.
Must, however, have the registration-books, if xiossible ; if not, proceed without them.
Close and vote at their polls, if they open any.

J. Z. GEORGE.

November 1, 1875.

To R. H. Taylor, Sardis :

Advise me at 12 o'clock to-morrow and afterward of progress of election.

J. Z. GEORGE.

Port Gibson, November 1.

J. Z. George :

Peace reigns here, although there is excitement on each side ; negroes angry and
talking foolishly, because of facts stated in my last telegram. VVhites are under pru-

dent counsel. We are using precautions to insure a peaceable election. If any trouble

occurs, which is not at all probable, it will not come from our side. Unger and Bride-

well, two of our most disreputable white republicans, are now at Hazlehurst, sending
hieroglyphic telegrams to parties here. We will to-day tender our republican sheriff,

with whom we are in full accord, full posses for keeping peace. The effort to bring

troops, if any, is to intimidate, as many negroes have declared their purpose to vote
the democratic ticket.

J. D. VERTNER.

To J. D. Vektner, Port Gibson

:

Your telegram received. Tell our people to use every effort to secure a peaceful elec-

tion and prevent disorder. This must be done, if possible, so far as we are concerned.
Faith must be kept on the peace agreement.

J. Z. GEORGE.



398 MISSISSIPPI ELECTION HINDS COUNTY.

To General J. H. Shaepe and other democrats, Columbus, Miss.

:

Barry telegraphs in Colfax is all right. Says a little extra exertion in Lowndes will

. . . . the senate. Do make it. I am sure of a great victory.

.J. Z. GEOEGE.

To H. S. Hooker, Diirant, Miss.

:

I can't learn that any one of them are here. Our prospects now are brighter than
ever. The latest advices assure victory by tremendous odds. Save Holmes if you can,

but preserve the peace.
J. Z. GEORGE.

DuRANT, Miss.

J. Z. George:
I am in Durant awaiting any communication relative to our county. Is Lee, Mills,

Warren, or Holmes in your city ?

H. S. HOOKER.

To H. H. Chalmers, Hernando

:

Save Morgan, if possible. Advices from all parts are better than I ever hoped for.

Nothing can prevent our complete success.

J. Z. GEORGE.

To CAsrPBELL and Calhoun, Canton, Miss.

:

If Warner goes to Madison, see by all means that he is not hurt. We are nearly
through now, and are sure to win. Don't let us have any trouble of that sort on our
hands. He will probably be at his store to-night.

J. Z. GEORGE.

Hernando, November 1.

General J. Z. George :

Yours received, and will be Obeyed. I feel confident of carrying this county, and
have hopes of election. Senator is safe.

H. H. CHALMERS.

November 1, 1875.

To T. B. Sykes, Aberdeen :

Advise me at 12 o'clock to-morrow and after^ward of progress of election.

J. Z. GEORGE.

November 1, 1875.

To W. K. Barksdale, Grenada

:

Advise me at 12 o'clock to-morrow and afterward of progress of election.

J. Z. GEORGE.

November 1, 1875.

To H. H. CHALArERS, Hernando :

Advise me at 12 o'clock to-morrow and afterward of progress of election.

J. Z. GEORGE.

Editor Memphis Appeal, Memphis, Tenn.

Will send news as we receive it.

November 1, 1875.

J. Z. GEORGE,
Per MARION SMITH, Secretary.

Noa'EMBEr 1, 1875.

I. R. McIntosh, Okolona :

Advise me at 12 o'clock to-morrow and afterward of progress of election.

J. Z. GEORGE.

November 1, 1875.

H. H. Walter, Holhj Springs

:

Advise me at 12 o'clock to-morrow and afterward of progress of election.

J. Z. GEORGE.
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November 3, 1875.
S. A. Jones, Aberdeen :

The matter had been determined on. How will it do to recommend that the national
Thanksgiving Day be observed. That is my idea. We have the senate as well as the
house by decided majorities.

J. Z. GEORGE.

Aberdeen, Novenxber 2, 1875.
J. Z. George ^

Twelve o'clock. Set Monroe down five hundred democratic majority. All quiet.

T. B. SYKES.

y Aberdeen, November 2, 1875.
J. Z. George :

Monroe gives the democratic one thousand majority.
T. B. SYKES.

Jackson, November 2, 1875.
To R. H. Allen, Baldicin :

Yazoo four thousand democratic majority. Hinds and Monroe one thousand each.
Marshall and De Soto democratic. Both branches legislature secured. Hooker, Single-
ton, and Money supposed elected.

J. Z. GEORGE.

Baldwin, November 2, 1875.

General J. Z. George :

Telegraph us all the information you have about State in aggregate, at our expense.
R. H. ALLEN.

Baldwin, November 2, 1875.

General J. Z. George :

Democratic vote six forty-eight. Radical two.

I
R. H. ALLEN.

Bolton, November 2, 1875.

General J. Z. George :

Voting over. Democratic four hundred and thirty-nine ahead. Majority vote exceeds
last year one hundred and thirty-eight.

S. M. SHELTON.

To Maters & Lowry, Brandon :

What news from Rankin ? Immense gains everywhere. Our victory assured beyond
doubt. Hinds probably democratic.

J. Z. GEORGE.

Brandon, November 2, 1875.

J. Z. George :

Our majoritv will be five hundred or more.
MAYERS & LOWRY.

To Byram Democratic Club :

Be sure that you watch the box every minute, and allow no cheating.
J. Z. GEORGE.

JfB. Chesman, Brookhaven:

The news is certain. We will carry Hinds, Yazoo, Carroll, Grenada, Panola, Marshall,

and Chickasaw. News good from all quarters. How about Lincoln ?

J. Z. GEORGE.

November 2, 1875.

To Byram Democratic Club, Byram :

The two inspectors should appoint the third, who must be a qualified voter and be
sworn as the other inspectors. It is a high crime if they do not appoint, but their

failure will not vitiate the election. Consult Code, sec. 370.

J. Z. GEORGE.
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Canton, 2, 1875.

To General George :

Your telegram of last night saved A. Warner at Calhoun.
GART. A. JOHNSON.

To Dr. Banks and E. W. Cabanis, Clinton :

We have reliable reports that we will carry Bolton and Edwards. We are ahead 2
to 1 at Terry's. We are ahead here. From all parts of the State the reports make it

sure that we wiU win by an immense majority.
J. Z. GEORGE.

Clinton, November 2, 1875.

General J. Z. George :

Democratic majority at Raymond four hundred and forty. All the radicals voted ; a
few more democrats to vote ; large vote polled.

S. M. SHELTON.

Clinton, November 2, 1875.

General J. Z. George :

The radicals have only one hundred majority here, and voting about done.
CABANIS.

To General J. H. Sharpe and W. W. Humphries, Columbus :

We have carried the State by a large majority, but I want to hear from Lowndes at
once.

J. Z. GEORGE.

Columbus, November 2, 1875.

General J. Z. George :

One "representative, one senator. Hoj^e for more.
J. H. SHARPE.

Columbus, November 2, 1875.

General J. Z. George :

Town fired last night in fourteen places. All quiet to-day. General Harp in com-
mand.

C. GROSS.

Crystal Spblngs, November 2.

General J. Z. George :

Reports from all precincts give heavy gains. County safe.

T. E. COOPER.

To Dr. Waolixgton and Dr. Montgomery, Durant

:

Wbat is the news from Holmes ? We gain immensely everywhere and are sure to

carry the State.

J. Z. GEORGE.

Durant, November 2.

General J. Z. George :

Clean democratic majority of two hundred and sixty at Durant- Total vote, sis hun-
dred and thirty-three. Glory

!

J. A. CASON.

To W. A. Montgomery, Edwards

:

News glorious from all quarters. How is it goiug at Edwards?
J. Z. GEORGE.
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To W. A. Montgomery, Edwards

:

How does the vote staud now ? Good news from all quarters. Certain to carry the
State by a large majority.

J. Z. GEOEGE.

Edwards, November 2, 1875.

J. Z. George .

Polls closed. Democratic majority about one hundred and fifty.

M. DABNEY.

Edwards, November 2.

J. Z. George :

All quiet. We will have a majority here.

W. A. MONTGOMERY.

Edwards, November 2.

J. Z. George:
Utica five hundred majority. Auburn over two hundred majority.

W. A. MONTGOMERY.

Goodman, November 2.

General George :

Be at number three. About three hundred majority for Singleton. All quiet. Our
box one twenty-five to twentv.

W. J. TAYLOR.

November 6, 1875.

W. R. Barksdale, Grenada

:

Reports from Yazoo, Kemper, Lauderdale, Panola, Yalabusha, Hinds, and Copiah
show very large colored vote for us. The State is certain.

J. Z. GEORGE.

Grenada, November 2.

General J. Z. George :

Three-fourths vote at this place cast. County certain for us. All quiet.

W. R BARKSDALE.

Grenada, November 2.

J.Z.George:
Everything progressing quietly here. We sure to carry this county-majority. Keep

me posted from hour to hour this evening.
E. C. WALTHALL.

Goodman, November 2.

General George :

All quiet. This end of county all right. Colored people enthusiastic for conserva-

tive ticket.
W. J. TAYLOR.

Grenada, November 2, 1875.

J.Z.George:
We are all right here. Everything quiet. Majority for us will be several hundred^ .y 6 1

^^ ^^ WALTHALL.

H. H. Chalmers, Hernando :

We carry nearly every county in the State. Our gaius are immeu&e everywhere.

Can we rely on De Soto ?

J. Z. GEORGE.

November 2, 1875.

To H. H. Chalmers, Hernando :

Reports from Yazoo, Kemper, Lauderdale, Panola, Yalabusha, Hinds, Copiah, and

Marshall show verv large colored vote for us. The State is certain.
"

°
J. Z. GEORGE.

26 MISS
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Okolona, November 3.

General J. Z. George :

Eeturns from every box received. We have eight hundred majority in Chickasaw.
Eeynolds is elected by at most eighteen hundred. See that our elect get their certifi-

cates, and then make Ames, Davis, Cardoza, and company walk thin and step scatter-
ing. All honor to you. Thank God, Mississippi is free.

J. E. Mcintosh.

W. E. Barksdale, Grenada

:

Do send me the news.
J. Z. GEOEGE.

To General E. C. Walthall, Grenada, Grenada County ; J. E. Mcintosh, Okolona, Chick-
asaw County ; H. W. Walter, Holly Springs, Marshall County ; W. H. Hardy, Merid-
ian, Lauderdale County

:

Eeports indicate that we carry Hinds, Yazoo, Kemper, Chickasaw, Panola, and Mar-
shall, Grenada, Lauderdale, and Carroll. We have nothing but good news from every
quarter. Send me the news as fast as you can.

J. Z. GEOEGE.

To H. H. Chalmers, HOTnando ; E. H. Taylor, Sardis ; H. W. Walter, Holly Springs ; L
B. Sykt's, Aberdeen ; J. E. Mcintosh, Okolona ; Fred. Barry, West Point ; J. H. Sharpe,
Columbus ; W. E. Barksdale, Grenada ; T. C. Barnes, Vaiden ; T. C. Catchings, Vicks-
burgh ; J. D. Vertner, Port Gibson :

Large gains here. Both colors voting democratic ticket in Yazoo. Our majority
there will be 2,000.

J. Z. GEOEGE.

Hernando, November 2.

General J. Z. George :

Election progressing quietly, and I think favorably, many negroes voting with us.

H. H. CHALMEES.

Hernando, November 2.

General J. Z. George :

We feel certain that we have carried De Soto by five hundred majority. Large ne-
gro box. There were no printed radical tickets. About twenty-five negroes voted our
ticket, and the balance loft without voting.

H. H. CHALMEES.

November 2, 1875.

H. W. Walter and A. M. West, IloUy Sjmngs :

I have reports from all parts of the State. Every report is good. We carry Hinds,
I think. Wo will have a majoritv in both branches of the legislature.

J. Z. GEOEGE.

November 2, 1875.

H. W. Walter Holly Springs

:

Eeports from Yazoo, Kemper, Lauderdale, Panola, and Yalabusha, Hinds, and Copiah
show a very large colored vote for us. The State is certain.

J. Z. GEOEGE.

Holly Springs, November 2.

General George :

All quiet ; large colored vote for us.

H. W. WALTEE.

Holly Springs, October 2.

General J. Z. George :

We have carried this county beyond doubt.
II. W. WALTEE.
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Holly Springs, November 2, 1875.
General George :

Mauy boxes in ; our majority not less than four hundred.
H. W. WALTER.

Jackson, Novemher 2, 1875.
H. A. Rice, Macon, Miss. :

What news from Noxubee ? Answer.
J. Z. GEORGE.

November 2, 1875.
George E. Dillard, Macon, Miss.

:

Perfect quiet everywhere, except a slight scrimmage at Port Gibson.
J. Z. GEORGE.

Macon, 2, 1875.
General J. Z. George :

Foote elected senate. Youanigin probably house.
I. K. ROSS,

Sec. Co. Ex. Com.

Editor of Appeal, Memphis :

Reports from all parts of the State indicate a sweeping democratic victory. We
have carried every doubtful county.

J. Z. GEORGE,
Chair'm Dem. ExH Com.

November 2, 1875.

Editor of Appeal, Memphis

:

The democrats have carried every county so far as heard from. We carry every
doubtful county. The State has been redeemed by a large majority. We have a ma-
jority on joint ballot and a majority in both branches of the legislature. Lamar, Sin-
gleton, and Hooker and Money elected to Congress, and probably Seal.

J. Z. GEORGE,
Chairman Dem. Ex. Com.

Meridian, November 2.

General George :

Every house in the city closed. One hundred colored men have already voted our
ticket at this box. Everything quiet.

W. H. HANDY.

Meridian, November 2.

General George :

Indications are that we carry the county by four hundred and fifty majority.
W. H. HARDY.

Democratic Club, Meridian

:

Reports from aU parts of our State show our complete success. Hinds probably car-

ried. All the doubtful counties gone for us.

J. Z. GEORGE.

Meridian, November 2, 1875.

J. Z. George:
Laree negro vote for us : we are two to one ; give us the news.^

W. A. BROWN.

Meridian, Miss.

General J. Z. George :

Lauderdale not less than six hundred democratic majority.
L. A. ROGSDALE.
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No"\t:mber 2, 1875.
New York Tribune :

The democrats have undoubtedly carried the State by a large majority. Will elect
Lamar, Hooker, Singleton, and Money, and probably Seal to Congress. They will have
a large majority on joint ballot in the legislature, in both branches. The election was
quiet and peaceable, and no disturbance except a small fight in one place.

J. Z. GEORGE,
Chairman of Democratic Executive State Committee.

Charleston, Miss., Novemher 2.

General George :

Our victory is complete. Democratic majority four or five hundred.
J. S. BAILEY.

J. R. McIntosh, Okolona :

Will we carry Chickasaw certain ? We carry nearly everything else.

J. Z. GEORGE.

J. R. McIntosh, Okolona; T. B. Sykes, Aberdeen:

Send me the eloction news for your counties. Reports from all parts of the State
indicate a very large colored vote everywhere for us. Our success, by an overwhelm-
ing majority, is certain.

J. Z. GEORGE.

Okolona, November 2.

J. Z. George :

Chickasaw is certainly safe by a handsome majority.

General J. Z. George :

Chickasaw is safe, and Okolona is as quiet as a graveyard.

General J. Z. George :

J. R. Mcintosh.

Okolona, November 2.

J. R. Mcintosh.

Okolona, November 2.

Election here and at Egypt quiet ; but a majority of negroes voting radical.

J. R. Mcintosh.

Okolona, Xovember 2.

General J. Z. George:
From reports received we think Chickasaw good for at least seven hundred majority.

J. R. Mcintosh.

Oxford, Miss., November.
.1. Z. George :

Democracy have swept this county.
L. Q. C. LAMAR.

L. Q. C. Lamar, Oxford

:

Wo have carried De Soto, Marshall, Panola, Grenada, Kemper, Monroe, and all other
doubtful counties. What is the news from La Fayette ?

J.Z. GEORGE.

Oxford, November 2.

General George :

La Fayette gone democratic by from three to five hundred majority.

J. W. McLEOD,
Shei'iff.



TESTIMONY OF J. A. GALBREATH. 405

J. D. Vektner, Port Gibson:

Offer fnll protection to all negroes wanting to vote. Be sure of this. Their contest

of election will amount to nothing.
J. Z. GEORGE.

J. D. Vertner, Port Gibson :

Reports are in from all parts of the State. We gain everywhere immensely. Have
carried all the doubtful counties, and many strong radical counties. We will have a
majority in both branches of the legislature.

J. Z. GEORGE.

November 2, 3 p. m., 1875.

J. D. Vertner, Port Gibson :

Your dispatch satisfactory. Push on the column, but keep quiet. News from all

parts show immense gains. We are sure to carry the State.

J. Z. GEORGE.

Sardis, November 2.

General J. Z. George :

Panola County gone considerably over six hundred ; our whole ticket elected with-
out a doubt.

CALVIN B. VANCE,
Chm. County Cons. Ex. Comm.

Sardis, November 2.

J. Z. George :

The negroes voting with us. Will carry the county by a heavy majority.
R. H. TAYLOR.

Sardis, November 2.

General J. Z. George:
Eleven o'clock. Our tellers here report us ahead one ; everything

working well.

R. H. TAYLOR.

November 2, 1872.

Jas. H. Neviixe, Scooba :

Demand certificates of election from registrars according to actual count. Regis-

trars have no right to inquire into questions of intimidation. That is a matter for the
courts.

J. Z. GEORGE.

November 2, 187.5.

Jas. H. Neville, Scooba

:

Get testimony complete as possible and bring it forward. Both houses legislature

democratic.
J. Z. GEORGE.

Scooba, Miss., November 2.

General J. Z. George :

The radicals are going to contest the electiau here, for intimidation. I can get tes-

timony from radicals and democrats that no intimidation has been used—I think. Had
better get it while the excitement exists, and come to Jackson to-morrow night; what
think you ? We all think this advisable. I can to you a tale unfold. Answer imme-
diately.

JAS. H. NEVILLE.

November 2, 187r).

J. H. Neville, Scooba:

Have carried Hinds by over five hundred majority and the State by an immense ma-
jority.

J. Z. GEORGE.
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De Kalb, via Scooba, November 2.

General J. Z. Georgk :

All quiet ; election progressing finely ; radicals and negroes refusing to vote. Kem-
per will be all right this time.

WELSH,
Chairman Democratic Executive Committee.

Scooba, November 2.

J. Z. George :

Election progressing quietly ; negroes nearly all voting with us. Chisholm and Gil-
mer have left the county. Kemper sends her greeting.

JAS. H. NEVILLE.

Scooba, 2.

J. Z. George :

Great enthusiasm prevails. Will be at Jackson Thursday morning. Your message
has done good.

NEVILLE.

Scooba, November 2.

General J. Z. George:
Kemper sends greetings ; about five hundred majority for our ticket. Let me know

what your countv did
;
great rejoicing here ; anvils firing, «fcc.

J. H. NEVILLE.

Jackson, November 2, 1875.

Geo. T. Gracy,
Summit, Mias.

:

Send me the news.
J. Z. GEORCE.

Summit, November 2.

General J. Z. George :

Put Pike down three hundred conservative majority ; firing salutes now.
G. T. GRACY.

To Inspector of Election at Terry :

Parties can vote for beat ofiicers only in their own beat.

General J. Z. George :

Jackson, 2, 11, 1875.

J. Z. GEORGE.

Terry, November 2.

Send one hundred tickets by passenger train ; our ticket two to one ahead.
J. J. HALBERT.

Terry, Miss., November 2.

General J. Z. George :

Parties registered here living outside the beat are voting for beat oflScers. What
shall we do T

INSPECTOR AT TERRY.

Tupelo, 2.

General J. Z. George:
Majority in Lee County not less than twenty-two hundred.

J. A. BLAIR.

S. C. Baines, Vaiden :

We cain everywhere, and will carry the State by immense majority. This is certain.

Tell our colored friends at Vaiden if they want to get in the democratic wagon now is

the time.
J. Z. GEORGE.
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Vaiden, November 2.

J. Z. George:
Large vote polled ; one hundred colored votes with us ; vote about even now.

S. C. BAINES.

S. C. Baines, Faiden

:

Do send me the news.
J. Z. GEORGE.

C. M. Vaiden, Vaiden :

Good news from all quarters ; we will carry both branches of the legislature,

J. Z. GEORGE.

Vaiden, November 2.

General J. Z, Georse:
Democratic ticket one hundred ahead ; I am two hundred ahead ; majority in the

county will be four hundred.
C. M. VAIDEN.

T. C. Catchings, Vicksburgh:

Reports from all quarters indicate certain victory ; Hinds all right.

J. Z. GEORGE.

W. M. Young, Vicksburgh

:

Marshall, De Soto, Panola, Grenada, Yazoo, Carroll, Kemper, Chickasaw, Colfax,

Monroe, Copiah, and Rankin have all gone democratic. Every doubtful county carried

by us ; have not heard of a single radical victory ; both branches of the legislature un-

doubtedly democratic.
J. Z. GEORGE.

Vicksburgh, November 2.

J. Z. George :

^

All quiet here ; both colors scratching too much to give figures.

W. K. INGERSOLL.

Vicksburgh, November 2.

J. Z. George, Chairman State Executive Committee :

Still quiet. Still scratching. Large vote being polled. Can't give figures. Some
mixed tickets are being voted by both colors in a part of the county. Catchings and
half lower house are probably elected.

W. K. INGERSOLL.

Vicksburgh, November 2, 1875.

General J. Z. George :

Telegraph me a full report of the election.

W. M. YOUNG.

Vicksburgh, November 2.

General J. Z. George :

Election passed off quietly : so much scratching can give nothing definite ; indica-

tions favor my election.
T. C. CATCHINGS.

Port Gibson, November 2.

J. Z. George :

Telegraph us eight o'clock to-night probable result; will celebrate ; think we will

carry this county by a small majority.
J. D. VERTNER.

Water VaIXEY, November 2.

General J. Z. Georgb:
Election very quiet ; total vote of beat about eight hundred and seventy-five ;

radi-

cal vote less than one hundred.
F. W. MORRIN.
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Water Valley, Novemler 2.

General J. Z. George :

Election prooTessing quietly ; more than half the blacks voting wiih the wJrit^s.

F. W. MOKIUX.

West Polnt, Xovehiber 2.

General J. Z. George :

Only one death. The radical party in Colfax County expired this eyenitig at ti

o'clock : no mourners.
I. F. BARRY.

West Point, Novemler 2.

General J. Z. George :

County democratic; everything quiet; not a drunken man, nor a single dilficulty

nor an unkind word.
I. F. BARRY.

Dr. McCoRMicK

:

The reports are good from all quarters. Victory certain.

J, Z. GEORGE.

West Point, November 2.

J. Z. George :

Profound peace all over county
;
good feeling between both races; colored people

voting straight democratic and mixed ticket ; very few, hardly one straight radical

ticket voted here.
FRED. BARRY.

W. S. Eppersox, Yazoo City :

Our men gaining everywhere ; victorv in the State certain.

J. Z. GEORGE.

Yazoo City, November 2.

General J. Z. George :

Both colors voting democratic ticket ; county will go democratic by two thousand,
majority.

W. S. EPPERSON,
Secretary Democratic Executive Committee.

Yazoo City, Noretnber 2.

J. Z. George :

Yazoo City has polled eight hundred and fifty votes at noon with one republican
vote

;
great enthusiasm, both colors.

E. SCHAEFER.

Yazoo City, November 2.

J. Z. George :

Solid democratic white and colored vote, and a large one; peaceable and quiet;

great enthusiasm.
Mccormick.

Yazoo City, November 2.

E. Barksdale:

The Parisot Club of colored democrats just voted three hundred and fifty strong.

Captain Parisot placed at their disposal the steamer Yazoo.
P. M. DOHERTY.

Yazoo City, November 2.

General J. Z. George :

Returns coming in from all boxes overwhelmingly democratic.
W. S. EPPERSON.
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Yazoo City, Novemher 2.

J. Z. Geokge:
Benton four hundred and nineteen democratic majority. Yazoo City twelve hundred

and ninety democratic majority.

W. S. EPPERSON.

Yazoo City, November 2.

J. Z. George :

Yazoo estimated now at thirty-five hundred democratic majority. All quiet.

Mccormick & prewett.

Yazoo City, November 2.

J. Z. George:
Yazoo gone democratic four thousand.

P. J. Mccormick.

Port Gibson, November 2.

J. Z. George :

A large number of negroes from the country marched up to the polls in military
order, about 11 o'clock, when the negroes who were interspersed with whites became
insulting and threatening ; one negro threatened to shoot, and white and black police-

men attempted to arrest him, when a negro drew a pistol on a white man and would
have shot him had not the white man grasped and thrown up the muzzle, when pistol

exploded, burning his hand ; then a general firing commenced ; cue negro killed ; white
man wounded ; negroes stampeded on first fire. Previous to arrival of country ne-
groes everything was quiet and peaceable.

Polls guarded by forty policemen—half white, half black ; two white men ambushed
and fired on on Grand Gulf bridge by a squad of negroes ; no one hurt ; all quiet now,
and whites and blacks voting ; many negroes voting democratic. Disturbance did not
last five minutes ; negroes returned in that time, but were advised by their leaders to

leave. Call it intimidation, and contest the election ; this is the version of white and
black eye-witnesses. Coroner's inquest summoned, composed of both colors and parties.

J. T. VERTNER.

Yazoo City, November 3, 1875.

General J. Z. George:
Returns all in. Democratic majority four thousand forty-two. Send us the latest.

W. S. EPPERSON.

November 2—2 p. m., Itt75.

J. B. Sykes, Aberdeen :

Hinds, Carroll, Panola, Grenada, Copiah, Yazoo, Marshall, Chickasaw, Kemper, all

right. Immense gains everywhere. Majority in Yazoo, 2,000.

J. Z. GEORGE.

November 2, 1875.

To T. B. Sykes, Aberdeen :

Good for Monroe. Majority in Hinds at least one thousand. Both houses legislature

democratic.
Hooker and Singleton supposed elected.

J. Z. GEORGE.

Aberdeen, November 2, 1875.

J. Z. George :

Ten o'clock. All quite and going right in town. Will report again.
T. B. SYKES.

Aberdeen, November 3.

General J. Z. George :

Send majority in each county heard from to this moment.
T. B. SYKES.

Bay Saint Louis, November 3.

J. Z. George :

Seal's, for Congress, majority in Hancock over Lynch, two hundred and forty-three.

T. J. MURPHY.
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Aberdeen, Miss.

J. Z. George :

I am instructed by the democratic and conservative citizens of old Monroe, who have
rolled up a majority of over a thousand, to request that you will, in their name, ap-
point a day of thanksgiving and prayer for the victory the God of hosts has given.

The whole State will respond.
S. A. JONAS.

H. M. Street, Booneville

:

Hemingway and all Congressmen elected. Same doubt as to Seal. We have the
senate as well as the house by decided majorities. Madison only recently heard from,
which went radical, and there we saved two members by compromise. Everything
lovely.

J. Z. GEORGE.

Booneville, Novembers.
J. Z. Geobge :

Prentiss gives Hemingway over seven hundred majority. Legislature ticket all right.

Send me the news.
H. M. STREET.

H. 8. Cole, Brandon ;

Johnson and M. Caskill have both carried this county; majority several hundred

;

but not accurately known. We carry both branches of the legislature and elect treas-

urer and all the Congressmen ; but not certain as to Seal.

J. Z. GEORGE.

Brandon, November 3.

General J. Z. George:
We carried everything by seven hundred majority. Not a radical elected to any

office. Hooker's majority seven hundred and three.

A. J. FRANTZ.

Brandon, Miss., November 3.

J. Z. George :

Our majority seven hundred. Sorry can't make better report.

COLE & LOWRY.

Brandon, November 3.

General George :

Senators six hundred ahead. How is Hinda for senators ? Answer at once.
H. S. COLE,

Chairman.

Brani>on, November 3.

General George :

Rankin democratic majority six hundred, at least: election fair and peaceable.
MAYERS & LOWRY.

Robert Powell, Canton:

Hemingway, Lamar, Wells, Singleton, Money, and Hooker elected certain ; Seal,

probably. Large democratic majorities in both branches of the legislature.

J. Z. GEORGE.

Canton, Miss., November 3.

J. Z. George :

Madison goes eight hundred and fifty radical against nineteen fifty-three last year;
fusion ticket elected. Telegraph news from State and district.

ROBERT POWELL,
Chairman Democratic Executive Committee.
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3, 11, '75.

To R. W. Jo^'^s, Coffeeville

:

Treasurer aud all Congressmen democratic. Some doubt as to Seal. Large majori-
ties in both senate and house for us. We have swept the State with a most complete
victory.

J. Z. GEORGE.

Coffeeville, Miss., 3.

General George :

Please give us such news as you have concerning the vote in the State.

R. W. JONES.

General J. Z. George :

Democratic majority in Yallabusha seven-fifty.

General J. Z. George :

Returns indicate clean democratic sweep.

Coffeeville, November 3.

G. H. LESTER.

Columbus, Noreviber 3.

J. H. SHARPE.

Columbus, Miss., November 3.

General J. Z. George :

Our entire county ticket elected by good majorities. McCauley will lead Sims and
Barry one hundred and fifty in this county.

I. M. MEEK.
J. H. FIELDS.
W. L. LESSCOMB.
C. A. JOHNSTON.

November 3, 1875.

Jno. a. Blnfokd, Duck Hill

:

c
Hemingway and all Congressmen elected. Some doubt, however, as to Seal. We

have large majorities in both branches of the legislature.

J. Z. GEORGE.

Duck Hill, November 3.

General J. Z. George :

Send aU election-returns that you have.
JOHN A. BINFORD.

Durant, Nov. 3, '75.

General J. Z. George :

Attala six hundred and twenty, balance one thousand and fifty.

WADLINGTON.

Durant, Miss., Nov. 3.

Hon. J. Z. George :

Hemingway and Singleton six hundred and twenty-four majority. Co. ticket five

hundred. Attala send one of Ames Gatling guns to salute and cheer over the redemp-
tion of the State. We have captured the king bee.

C. M. BROOKS,
Chm. Dem. Ex. Party.

Enterprise, Nov. 3.

General. J. Z. George :

Have saved representative and senator ; that is about all.

W. J. ADAMS.
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November 3, 1875.

W. S. Taylor, Goodman

:

State democratic by large majority. Hinds 1,300 majority for democrats. All our
congressional candidates elected.

J. Z. GEORGE,
Per MARION SMITH.

Goodman, 3, 1875.
General George :

Just returned from Lexington ; two boxes to hear from ; conservative 1,064 majority.
How is State?

W. J. TAYLOR.

W. R. Barksdale, Grenada:

How about Fitzgerald ? We have carried both houses of legislature and all Con-
gressmen, but not sure as to Seal.

J. Z. GEORGE.

Grenada, Miss., November 3.

General J. Z. George :

Fitzgerald beats me in this county. Avery's name was not on many radical tickets.

Fitzgerald is well elected.

W. R. BARKSDALE.

Grenada, November 3.

General J. Z. George:
My majority will be 200

;
probably more. Our whole ticket elected.

W. R. BARKSDALE.

November 3.

J. L. FiNLEY, Guntown, Miss. :

We have carried the State by a largo majority. Have both houses of the legislature.

Elected all our Congressmen except Seal, aud probablv him.
J. Z. GEORGE.

General J. Z. George:
How liaa State gone ? Answer at noon ; we pay here.

GuNTowN, November 8.

J. L. FINLEY.

NOVEMRER 3, 1875.

Tim. E. Cooper, Hazlehurst

:

We have carried the State by a large naajority. Have the legislature in both
branches. Lamar, Money, Singleton, Hooker, aud probably Seal elected to Congress.

J. Z. GEORGE.

Hazlehdrst, November 3, 1875.

General J. Z. George :

Our majority is about 500 in the county. How goes the State?
TIM. E. COOPER.

Hazlehurst, November 3.

J. Z. George :

Copiah's m.ajority 651.

T. E. COOPER.

Hernando, November 3.

General J. Z. George:
We have carried De Soto by 600 majority. I feel cooMentthat we have elected both

senators.
H. H. CHALMERS.
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Hernando, November 3.

J. Z. George :

Majority in this county one thousand, in Tate sis hundred ; both senators certainly
elected.

H. H. CHALMERS.

H. M. Walters, Holly Springs :

Our victory complete all over the State. Treasurer and all Congressmen onrs. Some
doubt as to Seal. Legislature largely democratic in both branches. In the lower
house the opposition is merely nominal.

J. Z. GEOEGE.

Holly Springs, November 3.

Gen. J. Z. George:
We have carried our whole ticket by average majority of three hundred.

H. M. WALTER.

Jackson, Tenn., November 3.

General George :

Telegraph me in regard to the State ; full particulars.

W. R. McINTOSH.

Geo. G. Uillard Macon :

We have carried the State by a large majority. Elected all the CoDgressmen except
Seal and probably elected him. Have a majority in each house of the legislature.

The results astonish the most sanguine of our friends.

J. Z. GEOEGE.

I Macon, November 3.

Gen. J. Z. George :

One white man and one negro shot at Snap in this county, and one horse killed

;

private fuss. Colfax goes democratic ; we are yet counting. Money is elected, we
are sure. Report.

GEO. G. DILLAED.

Mississippi City, November 3.

.1. Z. George :

Harrison County has done nobly. The democratic ticket down to constable is

elected. Mclnnis," democrat, is elected to the legislature from this and Jackson County.
All is peace.

E. K. MAYEES.

New Orleans, November 3.

Col. J. Z. George,
Chairman Democratic Executive Committee

:

Advise us as soon as it will be safe to fire a salute in honor of democratic victory.

LEIGH WATKINS.
JOHN B. FEAKNE.

Jackson, November 3, 1875.

To Leigh Watkins and John B. Fearne,
New Orleans :

Our victory is complete all over the State. Have elected the treasurer, all the Con-
gressmen ; but we are not sure as to Seal. Have a majority in each branch of the

legislature. The State is fully redeemed.
J. Z. GEOEGE,

Chairman Demoa-atio and Conservative Executive Committee.

Newton, November 3.

General George :

Singleton's majority in Newton County one thousand and thirty-nine ; Ileuiingway
nine eiglity-eight. Official.

A. H. WATTS.
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November 3, 1875.

J. K. McIntosh,
OJcolona

:

Marshall, DeSoto, Panola, Tallahatchie, Grenada, Carroll, Yazoo, Hinds, Copiah, Kem-
per, Colfax, Monroe, and probably Claiborne, gone democratic. We have made a clean
sweep so far as heard from. All our Congressmen elected, except possibly Seal may be
defeated. Majority on joiut ballot in both branches of legislature.

J. Z. GEORGE.

Democratic Club,
Oxford

:

Treasurer and all Congressmen elected. Some doubt, however, as to Seal. Large
democratic majorities iu both branches of the legislature.

J. Z. GEORGE.

Oxford, Xovemher 3.

General J. Z. George :

Send result of State election to us by three o'clock.

DEMOCRATIC CLUB.

Pascagoula, Novemher 3.

J. Z. George :

Jackson County gives Seal and Hemingway five hundred majority.

J. M. McINNIS.

Pascagoula, Xovemler 3.

J. Z. George :

Democracy have carried Jackson Conntv bv a large majority.
E. G. GRIFFIN.

W. S. Cole, Pickens :

The State has gone largely democratic. We have carried both branches of the legis-

lature, and all the Congressmen except one, and probably him. Hemingway is elected.

J. Z. GEORGE.

Pickens, Mm., Xovember 3.

J. Z. George :

How has the State gone ? Holmes and Yazoo reports democratic.
W. S. COLE.

Port Gibson, yovember 3, 1875.

J. Z. George :

Telegraph the result in full far as known. Claiborne democratic by about live hun-
dred. Have wo impeaching majority ? Claiborne voted its thanks to you last evening
by deafening cheers. All (juict.

J. D. VERTNER.

R, A. Taylok anp J. G. Hall, Sardis :

We have elected treasurer and all Congressmen ; not sure, however, as to Seal. Dem-
ocratic majority in both branches of the legislature. Our victory complete by very
large majorities. Our most sanguine hopes more than realized.

J. Z. GEORGE.

Sardis, November 3.

J. Z. George :

Panola County sends greeting to the State committee, and elect our whole ticket

by majority ranging from six to eight hundred ; how with the State ?

TAYLOR & HALL.

November 3, 1875.

Jas. H. Neville, Scooba:

Keep down excitement. See that returns of election are duly made, and that certif-

icates of election are duly given.
J. Z. GEORGE.
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SCOOBA, Xovemher 3.

General J. Z. George :

The managers of election here have never been regularly notified. Meet me to-mor-
row night. I don't believe the people of Kemper will allow Chisholm to come back
here again. Had I better examine the board of registrars as to appointment of mana-
gers before I leave for Jackson ? Great excitement here.

J. H. NEVILLE.

ScooBA, Xovember 3.

General J. Z. George :

Democratic majority in the county nine hundred and twenty-three.
JAS. H. NEVILLE.

Varden, Miss., November 3.

J. Z. George :

Varden gone democratic over one hundred.
J. R. HAGGIE.

3, 11, '73.

P. A. Garner, Summit, Miss. :

The reports elect all our congiessmen except Seal ; as to him we are in doubt, from
number of reports. Hemingway elected. We have both the senate and house by
large majorities. Our victory clear and complete everywhere.

J. Z. GEORGE.

SVMMiT, November 3.

General J. Z. George :

County democratic except sherilF by one twenty-five majority. Send us news late

this evening.
T. A. GAINES,

Secreiarij Club,

Varden, Miss., November 3, 75.
To Col. J. Z.George:
Hemingway's majority over six hundred and fifty in the county. Varden and South-

worth elected by three hundred and fifty majority. County officers democratic, except
chancery clerk.

L. H. SOMERVILLE.

Vicksburgh. Miss., 3.

General J. Z. George :

Hooker, at least, two representatives. Sheriff, myself, and several minor ofBcers car-

ried by handsome majorities ; so much scratching and counting so slow, no details, but
yon can depend on the above statement.

T. C. CATCHINGS.

To A. Taylor, Waynesborough, Miss. :

All congressmen elected, I think. Some doubt as to Seal. Legislature in both

branches largely democratic.
J.Z.GEORGE.

Waynesborough, November 3, '75.

General J. Z. George :

Heaiiugway and Hooker's majority two hundred in Wayne; the whole county dem-
ocratic. How are the congressional districts?

A. TAYLOR.

November 3, 1875.

H. D. MoKEY, Winona

:

Hemingway and all our congressional candidates elected. Some doubt, however, as

to Seal. We have large maioritiea in both branches of the legislature.

J. Z. GEORGE,
Per MARION SMITH.
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Winona, Miss., November 3.

Geu. J. Z. George:
Democratic majority five htindrecl and seventy. Send me the news.

H. D. MONEY.

November 3, 1875.

I. V. NoLAND, Woodville:

Hemingway and all our congressional candidates elected. Some doubts, however,
as to Seal. We have large majorities in both branches of the legislature.

J. Z. GEOEGE,
Per MAEION SMITH.

WooDviiXE, Xovemher 3.

Gen. J. Z. George :

Buchanan about eighteen hundred. Hemingway about four hundred and twenty-
five. Answer result of State.

F. V. NOLAND.

NOAOSMBER 3.

To Prewett, Efferson, and others, Yazoo City : We have made a clean sweep, so far

as heard from, carrying every doubtful county. Have elected all the congressmen
Seal, however, still in doubt, and have majority in each houses of the legislature

Nothing definite from Holmes. There is no doubt about our complete .sncces.s.

.J. Z. GEORGE.

Yazoo City, Kovemher 3, 1675.

J. Z. George :

Let us know how Seal stands, and all additional news.
W. J. EPPERSON.

Aberdeen, Miss., November 3, 187r»,

J. Z. George :

I am instructed by the democratic conservative citizens of old Monroe, who have
rolled up a majority of over a thousand, to request that you will, in their names, ap-

point a day of thanksgiving and prayer for the victory the God of hosts has given. The
whole State will respond.

S. A. JONAS.

November 3, 1875.

H. M. SrKKET, Boonevillc :

Hemingway and all congressmen elected. Some doubt as to Seal. We have the
senate as well as the house by decided majorities. Madison only county heard from
which went radical ; and there we saved two members by compromise. Everything
lovely.

J. Z. GEOEGE.

BOONEVILLE, Miss., Novemher 3, 1875.

J. Z. George :

Prentiss gives Hemingway over seventeen hundred majority; legislative ticket all

right ; send me the news.
H. M. STREET.

H. S. Cole, Brandon:

Johnston and McCaskill have both carried this county; majority several hundred,
but not ficcunitely known. We carry both branches of the legislature and elect

treasurer and all the Congressmen, but not certain as to Seal.
J. Z. GEORGE.

Brani>on, Novembci- 3, 1875.

General J. Z. George :

Wo have carried everything by seven hundred majority ; not a radical elected to any
office. Hooker's majority seven hundred and three.

H. J. FRANTZ.
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Bk^vndon, November 3, 1875.

J. Z. George :

Our majority seven hundred; sorry can't make bettor rei^ort.

COLE AND LOWEY.

Brandon, Miss., November 3, 1875.

General George:
Senators six hundred ahead. How is Hinds for senators ? Answer at once.

H. S. COLE,
Chairman,

Brandon, November 3, 1875.

General George:
Eankiu democratic majority six hundred, at least ; election fair and peaceable.

MAYERS AND LOWRY.

Robert Powell, Canton:

Hemingway, Lamar, Wells, Singleton, Money, and Hooker elected certain. Seal prob-
ably. Large democratic majorities in both blanches of the legislature.

/
J. Z. GEORGE.

Canton, Miss., November 3, 1875.

J. Z. George:
Madison goes eight hundred and fifty radical against nineteen fifty-three last year.

Fusion ticket elected. Telegraph news as from State and district.

ROBERT POWELL,
Chairman Democratic Executive Committee.

3, 11, 1875.

R. W. Jones, Coffeeville:

Treasurer and all Congressmen democratic. Some doubt only as to Seal. Large ma-
jorities in both senate and house. We have swept the State with a most complete
victory.

J. Z. GEORGE.

Coffeeville, Miss., Novembei- 3, 1875.

General George:
Please give us such news as you have concerning the vote in the State.

E. W. JONES.

Coffeeville, Miss., November 3, 1875.

General J. Z. George:
Democratic majority in Yallabusha seven-fifty.

• G. H. LESTER.

Columbus, Miss., November 3, 1875.

General J. Z. George:
Our eutire county ticket elected by good majority. McCauley will lead Sims and

Barry one hundred and fifty iu this county.
S. M. MEEK.
J. H. FIELDS.
W. L. LIPSCOMB.
C. A. JOHNSTON.

John A. Binford, Duck Hill:

Hemingway and all Congr^men elected. Some doubt, however, as to Seal. We
have large maiorities iu both branches of the legislature.

J. Z. GEORGE.

Duck Hill, November 3, 1875.

General J. Z. George:
Send all election-returns that you have.

JOHN A. BINFORD.

27 MISS
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DcRAXT, Miss.j Kovemler 3, 1875.

General J. E. George:
Attala six hundred and twenty : Holmes one thousand and fifty.

WADLINGTON.

DuRAXT, Miss., Xovemher 3, 1875.

Hon, J. Z. George:
Hemingway and Singleton six hundred and twenty-four majority. County ticket

five hundred. Attala sends one of Ames's Gatling guns to salute and cheer over the
redemption of the county. We have captured the king bee, Jason Niks, bv boxing.

C. M. BROOKES,
Chahinan Democratic and Conservative Party.

Enterprise, November 3, 1875.

General J. Z. George :

Have saved representative and senator ; that is about all.

W. J. ADAMS.

November 3, 1875.

W. J. Taylor, Goodm.an

:

State democratic by large majority. Hinds, 1,300 majority for democrats. All our
congressional candidates elected.

J. Z. GEORGE,
Per MARION SMITH.

Goodman, Miss., November 3, 1875.

General George :

Just returned from Lexington ; two boxes to hear from ; conservative 1,064 majority.

How is State If

W. J. TAYLOR.

W. R. Barksdale :

How about Fitzgerald ? We have carried both houses of legislature and all Con-
gressmen, but not sure as to Seal.

J. Z. GEORGE.

Grenada^ Miss., November 3, 1875.

General J. Z. George :

Fitzgerald beats me in this county. Avery's name was not on many radical tickets.

Fitzgerald is well elected.
W. R. BARKSDALE.

Grenada, Miss., Noveinber 3, 1875.

General J. Z. George : •

My maiority will be 200, probably more : our whole ticket elected.

W. R. BARKSDALE.

GuNTOWN, Miss., November 3, 1875.

General J. Z. George:
How has State gone ? Answer at noon ; we pay here.

J. L. FINLEY.

November 2, 1875.

J. L. FiNLEY, Guntown, Miss.

:

We have carried the State by a large majority ; have both houses of the legislature.

Elected all our Congressmen except Seal, and probably mm.
J. Z. GEORGE.

Hazlehurst, November 3, 1875.

General J. Z. George :

Our majority is about 500 in the county. How goes the State f
^ ^ J b

^jjj j,_ COOPER.
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November 3, 1875.
Tim E. Cooper, ffaslehurst

:

We have carried the State by a large majority ; have the legislature in both branches.
Lamar, Money, Singleton, Hooker, and probably Seal elected tp Congress.

J. Z. GEOEGE.

Hazlehurst, Miss., November 3, 1875.

J. Z. George :

Copiah's majority 651.

TIM E. COOPER.

HERX.VNDO, Miss,, Novemher 3, 1875.
General J. Z. George :

We have carried De Soto by 600 majority. I feel confident that we have elected
both senators,

H, H, CHALMERS,

Columbus, Miss., Novemher 3, 1875,

General J. Z. George :

Returns indicate clear democratic sweep.
J. H. SHARP.

PIernaxdo, Miss., November 3, 1875.

J. Z. George :

Majority in this county 1,000 ; in Tate 600. Both senators certainly elected.

H. H. CHALMERS.

H. W. Walter, EoUy Springs^ Miss.

:

Our victory complete all over the State; treasurer and all Congressmen ours ; some
doubt as to Seal; legislature largely democratic in both branches. In the lower house
the opposition is merely nominal.

J. Z. GEORGE.

Holly Springs, Miss., November 3, 1875.

General J. Z. George:
We have carried our whole ticket by average majority of 300.

H. W. WALTER,

Jackson, Miss., June 24, 1876.

Examination of John A. Galbreath continued.

By the Chairman :

Question. Have you any dispatches in response to the last subpoena ?

—Answer. Yes, sir.

Mr. Bayard. Let me see the subpcena. I desire to have noted the

same objection that was made before to the admission of these tele-

grams.

By the Chairman :

Q. You can read the telegrams.—A. They are as follows

:

Jackson, Miss., June 12, 1876.

W. K. Ingersoll, Vicksburgh:

See Adams, Klein, and other friends, and raise $500. Telegraph me an order for it

to-day. Must be done.
W. R. SPEAR.

Jacksox, Miss., June 12, 1876.

W. K. Ingersoll, Vicksburgh, Miss.:

What are j'ou doing ? Hurry up. Important
SPEARS,

Edwards House,
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Jackson, Miss., June 12, 1876.

W. K. Ingersoi.l, Viclsiurgh:

1 have talked with K. Spears is right. Somethiuq; must be flone at once or I feai

great trouble to friends in Warren. Keijly bv 10 o'clock to-morrow.
S. M. MEEK.

YiCKSBURGH, <7«nel2, 1676.

W. R. Spears, Jackson :

I can do nothing.
W. K. INGEKSOLL.

Jacksox, Miss., June 12, 1876.

"W. K. Ingersoll, Vickaburgh

:

Then I can do nothing, and will be in on morning train.

SPEAES.

ViCKSBURGH, Miss., June 13.

Colonel Smith, Kleix, and others :

Go out on evening train. This is all I can say.

W. K. INGEESOLL.
Q. That is all ?—A. Yes, sir.

ANN HODGE—HINDS COUNTY.
Jackson, Miss., June 19, 187G.

Ann Hodge (colored) sworn and examined.

By the Chairman:
PERSONAL STATE3IENT.

Question. How old are you ?—Answer. Eighteen years old.

Q. Have you been married t—A. Yes, sir.

Q. What is your husband's name 1—A. Square Hodge.
Q. Where do you live now ?—A. Eight miles below Eaymond.
(^. Do you know anything about the Clinton riot last September?

—

A. 1 was not there. 1 know my husband came home ; he was there.

Q. What day of the week was that?—A. Ou Saturday'. The riot

was on Saturday.
Q. Did your husband come home to your place?—A. Yes, sir; he

came home Saturday night, in the night.

Q. Was he hurt !—A. He was shot in the arm.
Q. Could he use his arm ?—A. No, sir ; he could not use it at all. He

had it in a sling.

Q. Did he tell you how he got hurt?—A. Only that he got shot.

That is all he told me.
i}. Did he stay at home that night ?—A. Yes, sir.

WHITE PEOPLE CA3IE FOR HIM.

Q. On Sundny morning what happened ?—A. The white people came
there after him in the morning.

Q. Who were they ?—A. Henry Quick, Willy Locke, Bryan McDon-
ald, John McDonald, George Allen, John McNeir, and Allen Grafton
came.

Q. Any more ?—A. No, sir ; I did not know' any more. Two or three,

I didn't know them.
Q. Did they have horses or come on foot ?—A. All riding.

Q. On horses?—A. Yes, sir.

(»>. Did they have any guns ?—A. Yes, sir
;
guns and pistols.

Q. Tliey came to your house ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q, Who was in the house besides yourself?—A. Me and my brother
there and another brother.

Q. Who is he?—xV. John Jones.
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Q. Who else!—A. My other brother, Lewis, and brother William,
and iiiy mother and little children.

Q. How many children f—A. Five of them.
Q. Have you any children yourself?—A. Yes, sir; I have two.

Q. Did these men come in the house !—A. Allen Grafton and John
IMuNeir came in. The rest staid around the house.

THEY FIND HODGE.
Q. Wh.it was done ?—A. They made my brother come out from under

the bed—my brother John—and asked where Square was, and said, " Is

he in the room?" and I did not tell, and said I did not know at first.

Then he asked if they had been at the Clinton riot, and I said that I

did not know. Then he said, "If you don't tell, I will shoot your God-
damned brains out." They made him come out from under the bed, and
staried to shoot under the house—mother put the children under the
house ; she was scared and i^ut the children under the house, and they
gone around. There is two doors in the house. They had pistols pointed
under the house, and I told them that nobody was under but the chil-

dren. Then they came in the house but could not find Square, and
they went out right where he was, and snatched off the weather-boards,
only one in the room, and the other went outside the door and snatched
the weather-board and turned back the bed and made him come out,

and called him a damned sou of a bitch, and said he must come with
them. Mr. Quick says, " I told you this ; if you had listened to me you
would not have come to this," and they told him to put his shoes on, and I

got them and said I will put them on ; and I had to put them on and
could not tie them very well; and some one said, " Let the God-damned
shoes be; he don't need any shoes." I put my brother's coat on him,
and they carried him before them.

Q. On the horse?—A. No, sir; he walked before them away toward
Eaymond.

Q. 'Now what happened ?—A. Nothing else.

" THEY KILLED HIM."

Q. What became of your husband?—A. They killed him. I never
did find him for a week until the next Saturday.

Q. Where did you find him ?—A. Near about a mile and a half to the

last bridge to Eaymond, in the swamp.
Q. Who found him ?—A. A colored man who was running off, keep-

ing out of the way of the rebs, too, and he come across the body, and
went and got a spade, and dug a hole and i)ut a blaze on the trees all

the way out, and then we got the news ; and Mr. Quick he took and
made a box for us, and he loaned us a wagon, and we went after him
that Saturday.

THE BODY POUND.

Q. Ton foun/ihis body?—A. The buzzards had eat the entrails; but
from the body down here [indicating] it was as natural as ever. His
shoes were tied just as I had tied them. The skull bone was on the

outside of the grave, and this arm was out slightly and the other was
off. Some we didn't find. W^e picked up the rings of the backbone.
We got the pocket-book, and there was the hat hanging up, and this

ring was put on the tree and the black one was on the ground ; this

one.

By Mr. Bayaed :

Q. Did you ever take an oath before ?—A. No, sir.

Q. Do you know the meaning of taking an oath ?—A. No, sir.

Q. Do you know what the consequences are of swearing falsely ?—A.
No, sir.
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Jackson, Miss., June 19, 1876.

John Jones (colored) sworn and examined.

By the Chairman :

Question. Have you ever taken an oath?—Answer. Yes, sirj at the
court-house.

Q. What is your name?—John Jones.
Q. How old are youf—A. Twenty-two years old.

Q. Where do you live?—A. I stay at John Deddrick's.

Q. How longf have you been there?—A. I have been there ever since
directly after Christmas.

Q. Where were you before that time?—A. I lived eight miles below
Eaymond.

Q. You lived at the same place with your sister, who was just here?—A. Yes, sir.

WENT TO CLINTON.

Q. Did you go to Clinton on the 1st of September, when they had a
disturbance there and some people shot?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. What do you know about the affair at Clinton ?—A. I was there,
and a white gentleman, I did not know him; they was speaking, and
they started this fuss. That is all I know. Vinkey Wardell was quar-
reling, and they got around him and they started away, and directly
the drums commenced beating and the colored people started off; and
aiter while I heard a pistol go boom ! and when I heard this fuss up
there I broke and run to the top of the hill, and I heard some one say,

I didn't FIGHT ; I BROKE AND RUN.

"Don't run; stand and fight!" but I didn't fight; I brokeandrun; and I

come across my brother-in-law. Square Hodge. He rushed by me and
was going to my sister's house, and he says, "I am shot." "Where are
you shot?" says I. "In the right arm

;
you had better run or you will

get shot, too," he said ; and I run and kept right on, and would not turn
around, but kept on till I got home. Now, next morning was Sunday
morning, and I was in the house. We were both in the room, and I

was uneasy, and I i)ut on my clothes. I got dissatisfied and restless,

and thought I would go, and I started oft", and when I got about a hun-
dred yards from the liouse, 1 saw these white men coming, and they
took right at me, and I run back in the house, and directly when I got
there they were there, too, and I run in and run under the bed, right

where my sister was; and Allen Grafton and George Allen came right

into the house and the rest went around. Grafton said, " Come out, or

I will shoot your damned head off." He had two jnstols in his hand,
an<l a large one hung around him. Alley Grafton come, and George
Allen, and said they would shoot my damned head off", and said I wae
in the Clinton riot, and I said, "No, I was not." They were going to

shoot under the house, and my sister said, "Please don't'shoot my chil-

TELLS WHERE HODGE IS HIDING.

"Where is Square?" they asked, and I said, "I will tell you,"
and I said, " he is in here." I was so scared that I said where he was.
lie had jumped out of my bed in the room and went in there; and
they looked for him and could not see him, and they snatched off the
weather-boarding up there so they could see him, and they says, " You
God-damned son of a bitch, come out from there ;

'" and Mr. Quick said,
" You have to go to Eaymond; I told you this before." I never saw him
any more until wo put him in the grave. A gentleman named Nat
Eoyd buried him, and said as to where we could find him, and we found
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him, aud it u-as Square Hodge ; and we dag it up and carried it and
buried it in the grave-yard.

By Mr. Cameron :

Q. Where did this young man live that came for your brother-in-

law ?—A. Bryan McDonald ? He staid in three miles of us. George
Allen staid only about a mile distant, and Alley Grafton about a mile
and a half from us, and the other man—I can't think of his surname

—

his name is John McNeir, lived about two miles from us. Willey Locke,
he staid out some place about a mile from Mr. Quick's place.

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. Where did you ever take an oath before ?—A. They had me for a
witness in a case at Clinton. Mr. Boyd's brother, that was accused of

stealing a bale of cotton. They made me hold up my right hand and
take an oath.

Q. Do you know the consequences of taking an oath, and then swear-
ing falsely ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. W^hat do you understand?—A. A penitentiary crime.

Q. It is also another crime. Who was this man that was quarrel-

ing ?—A. Vinkey Wardell, Willey Locke's cousin, and he staid up there
in Raymond.

Q. Who with *?—A. Some one of the gentlemen who started the riot

or commenced quarreling.

Q. Who started it ?—A. When they commenced—I know him—they
said he was drinking, and I was very well acquainted with him and I

says, "Vinkey, I wouldn't quarrel with him."

Q. You called him by his first name !—A. Yes, sir. He is young man
grown, and I didn't exactly

Q. Is he a white man ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you always call him by his first name ?—A. Yes, sir, always

;

iust Vinkey.
Q. Where were the gentlemen he was with *?—A. There was so many

around I could not see good, and when I spoke the gentleman I hal-

looed out to him, and when the shooting commenced I run right off.

GEORGE CHARLES—HINDS COUNTY.

Jackson, Miss., June 20, 187G.

George Charles (colored) sworn and examined.

PERSONAL STATEMENT.

By the Chairman :

Question. Where do you live?—Answer. At Jackson, right here.

Q. What have you been doing for the last year ?—A. Well, I have been
working around town, just one thing, then another; working at the

store, sometimes.

Q. Were you at any time employed as a guard around the governor's

mansion ?—A. 1 was.

Q. When?—A. Last fall.

Q. About what time ?—A. I think, Xovember.
Q. Were you on duty there at night?—A. Yes, sir.

THE governor's MANSION FIRED ON.

Q. State to the committee whether there was any firing about the



424 mississippi election—hinds county.

buikliug when you were tbere ?—A. As well as I can say, there was a
great deal of firing. I was there about thirty-three nights, as well as I
can recollect, and there was a great deal of firing.

Q. When did it occur. What happened ?—A. It commenced, gener-

ally speaking, about 10 o'clock, and went on until about near three. -

Q. Did you see the people who did it ?—A. I could see the persons
moving on the street, about, these nights there, but could not go out oil

the street. I was afraid to go out and kept inside of the yard. 1

could not tell who the persons were. Had no right to go out, and
would not go outside. When there was firing I could not see them,
but could hear the shot cut the limbs of the trees. One night I recol-

lect it was so severe that we had to run down in the kitchen part of the
mansion and put our lights out.

Q. Was the house struck by any shot ?—A. I think it was ; I am not
certain. One night, the night they had a torch-light procession, I was
out at the gate, as the crowd came along, standing at the gate, as the
procession passed, and about two hours after it passed I was standing
at the gate, and some person shot right up near to where the governor's

bed was—shot twice, and as the> shot the last time the governor
stepped to the window and asked, " Where did that firing come from ?"

I said, " From across the street." I saw one man move, but could not
make out who he was. 1 saw about four or five men standing together,

but could not tell who they were.

Q. You do not know any of the persons who did the firing?—A. Ko,
sir.

By Mr. Bayakd :

Q. When was this?—A. About the mouth of November last.

Q. Before or after the election ?—A. Well, before the election.

Q. The election took place the 2d of November 1—A. Yes, sir ; after

the election I staid there three nights.

Q. Who employed you?—A. Governor Ames got a colored man to

employ us.

Q. How many were employed?—A. Six of us there.

Q. What was your duty?—A. To watch around there at night.

Q. To guard his place?—A. Y'es, sir.

Q. Had anybody attempted to break in ?—A. I do not know. It

seemed that there had been.

Q. You mean the mansion right here in this city ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. It is surrounded with a picketfeuce ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. How far was it from the buildiug to the fence?—A. I suppose
about as far as this street across there.

Q. The house is in the middle of the lot ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. It is surrounded by trees ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. How far from the fence to his house ?—A. About 25 or 50—not
50, may be 35 or 40 yards away ; one part.

Q. VVere the persons who fired these shots that you heard standing
on the sidewalk across the street from the fence that surrounded it?

—

A. Some nights were very dark, and I could not tell, really. We could
see the shot fired from the corner; saw the fire.

Q. You could see the flash ?—A. Y'es, sir ; and see the man pass
off.

Q. Could you tell which direction the firing was ?—A. From about
the middle of the street.

Q. CouUl you see in which direction—toward what point—the firing

was?—A. Right toward the inansion it seemed to be. If shooting from
it I could not seethe flash so plain.
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Q. How many nights did you stay there ?—A. I think about thirty-

three nights.

Q. Staid on duty until Christmas?—A. I went there before the first

of November and staid there until after the election.

Q. You went there when ?—A. The first of November, and staid there
till after the election was over.

Q. Staid there until near Christmas ?—A. No, sir ; until the election
was over, though.

Q. Did you ever see a mark of a bullet made on the house ?—A. No,
sir ; I never examined it.

Q. Bid you make an examination of the house to find bullet-marks
there ?—A. No, sir.

Q. Do you know whether any examination was made by anybody
else to find out whether there were marks'?—A. No, sir.

Q. These other men with you were all colored men, were they ?—A.
Yes, sir.

Q. Did some of the men stay there night and day both !—A. Yes,
sir.

Q. They never pointed to any marks or scars ?—A. I heard that there

were marks, but I do not know whether it was true or not.

FIELD FOSTER—HINDS COUNTY.

Jackson, Miss., June 20, 1876.

Field Foster (colored) sworn and examined.

PERSONAL STATEMENT.

By the Chairman :

Question. What is nour name?—Answer. Field Foster.

Q. Where do you live ?—A. I live in Jackson.

Q. Were you employed last year at the governor's house?—A. Yes,
sir.

Q. When ?—A. I was employed at Governor Ames's mansion from
the first of June to the last of November—I think about the second fall

month. I was there until nearly Christmas.

governor's house fired on in the day-tuie.

Q. It has been stated that there was some firing about the governor's
house; state what occurred, if you know.—A. I was there, and there
was firing done there most every two or three nights in the week, and
near the election every night almost ; and firing was done in the day-
time, too.

Q, You can state the particulars and what you know about it.—A.
All I know about it, I saw the same men i)ass there in a wagon.

Q. At night"?—A. In the day-time; in a procession; and the governor
had jnst left me at his office, and the window was open, and his room
fronting to the south of the street this way, (in the front of the man-
sion.) I saw some gentlemen come up in a wagon and shoot over there.

I was standing then at the corner of the Clarion ofiBce. I just left the

mansion and stopped when I saw them shooting, and turned around
and looked, and then went back to the mansion to see if they had struck
anything in the house, and they had struck an oak-tree right in range
of the governor's room ; and one time, while I was at the mansion four

or fi^e weeks, the governor asked me to stay there every night; told
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me to get four or five or six, and stay there, and they were shooting
there; and one night there the balls came near hitting me—struck the
house, and the balls rattled on the roof, and they began to shoot very
rapidly, and I sent in and called for the governor's secretary, and told

him to tell the governor he had better send to camp and get protection;

that I could not risk my life any more there at night ; and the gov-
ernor's secretary then came up (Rhodes) and waked up his wife, but
she was already waking, and was standing on the floor, and took his

wife and one child upstairs.

FIFTEEN TO THIETY SHOTS FIEED.

Iwarned him, and told him he had better take them up-stairs—did
not know what minute they would come in there. When they first com-
menced shooting, they commenced in front, and ended in the rear of the
mansion. I heard them there at the back gate, and I went to the stable
there, and walked up and heard men in a low tone. A man said, "God
damn him, you go in and take him out." The others argued, " No; don't

do it." I supposed fifteen or thirty shots, may be. They got pretty
thick. I told the governor I thought it would not be sate for him or

any of the rest of us to stay there. The boys said they would not stay
any longer. They would not stand it. I was sergeant of the guard
there. Says I, " Boys, these men firing around, they want some of

us to shoot at them; and," says I, "none of you must shoot at these
men at all on the outside of the grounds of this mansion. If anybody
comes inside of the vard in the mansion-grounds, halt him, and if he
don't halt," says I, "shoot."
Between 11 and 12 o'clock there was some five men out at the gate,

and one man come in. I had Polk Smith standing under a tree there
right behind the path as you go up-stairs, going around to the main
gate. They sent him in. He came in, and he says, " Well, there is

guards here." They said, "No; go iu anyhow ;" and there was five or

six of them at the gate, I suppose. This man came in and got about
half-wny, and Polk Smith either moved or cocked liis gun, or soiuethiug,

and he heard Polk, and he went back and oat the gate again. I was
very particular to tell the boys not to shoot at anybody outside of the
mansion-grounds, because I knew if they shot they would certainly

come in. I thought the temptation was to draw them out there and
create a disturbance. We would not get in any fuss that way while I

had charge.
They sent arms out when the militia were organized last year, and

when they first commenced. Just before they first commenced fussing,

General Packer told me to go and get all the guns outside, and I sup-

pose 1 got fifty-two or fifty-three guns from the colored companies. The
white companies would not give up theirs at all. I got them in, and
then they came up, and some six or eight colored men ran upstairs very
rapidly where I was keeping the guns, and said they wanted some guns,

and I asked what was the matter ? And they says : "They are killing

some colored i^eople at Clinton and fighting, and the whole town of

white men are armed." Says I, " Boys, it will do no good at all lor six

or eight to come here to get these guns. What would six or eight men
do in this town, and the whole town armed ?" Says I, "You cannot get

these guns." General Packer said then if they wanted those guns to

go to Governor Ames, and if he said so they could get them.

THE GOVERNOR REFUSES TO ARM COLORED MEN.

The boys went down to Governor Ames, and he told them they could
not get those guns ; and he then sent word to me immediately to hire

ten men, in a great hurry, and don't let anybody have those guns.
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Tliey told me I was sacrificing my life ; for men said after I bad
g:uarded these guns tliey were going to kill me, but tbey did not do it.

1 staid there that night, and Saturday night, and until Sunday, and
guarded those guns.

WHITE MEN DEMAND THE AKMS.

On Sunday night a lot of young men, citizens of the town; tliey came
to the capitol grounds and wanted to demand those guns, and the gov-
ernor sent me word that I was to let nobody come up-stairs where the
guns were, black or white.

I loaded, I suppose, forty or fifty with those ten men up there. I told
them to take their stands at the head of the steps and let nobody up
there. These gentlemen from town were on the capitol ground, but I

let nobody come up-stairs to the guns, but would not arrest anybody-
inside. But between one and two o'clock, between twelve and oue
o'clock, there came up a wagon, I suppose—I did not go there—a wagon
•with two or four mules, and they drove up in front of the capitol, and
there hallooed out to send them down a list of the guard I had up there.

I told them if they wanted a list of those guards they would have to

apply to General Packer. They asked me to send a list. I said I would
not do it ; it was against orders. If they had known, there would prob-

ably have been trouble. They asked how many men had I got, and I said

I sujiposed twenty-five or thirty. That was about an even number with
what they had, and they wanted to get a chance to take the guusj but they
did not see any chance, and they sent the wagon off. The next morn-
ing—I have lived here a good while, I suppose 43 years old—I have
lived here about sixteen years, and had a good recommendation from
the citizens and everybody—the next morning a young gentleman said

to me: ''Field?" I said, "Sir;" he says, "Won't you go out and takQ

a drink f' He says, "You are a shrewd old man, ain't you?" I says,

"Yes." Says he, " Why did not you tell me last night how many men
you had ? " " The reason was, I did not want a disturbance. I thought
if I told you that I had twenty-five or thirty men, you would not attack

us ; somebody would have been killed." They took it all very well then,

and did not have much more to say.

Q. All these men that came there that night were white men with the
wagon ?—A. Yes, sir; they were white men.

Q. Do you know the names of any of them ?—A. I could not tell you
the names of them. The wagon came there—a good many citizens and
young men there of the city. They came into the capitol and shot off

once or twice, and I looked down—they were below me—and asked,
" What does that mean ! I thought you gentlemen promised the gov-

ernor you would not come here and shoot in this caj)itol;" and told him
not to come in here at all. If he wanted, he could come to the base-

ment of the capitol, " but you cannot come upstairs. It is not right to

shoot here." Then they said the guns went off accidentally. I says,

"That don't look right; we don't want a disturbance. I don't think

that is right, to shoot in this capitol."

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. Were you employed as a guard at the governor's mansion when
the guard was kept there ?—A. I was not employed for that business

only, sir.

Q. Were you there with Polk Smith ?—xV. Polk Smith was there. I

had him employed with me about four or five weeks.

Q. Were you there every night that Polk Smith was there ?—A. I did

not stand with Polk Smith all the time.
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Q. "Were you there every night T—A. I would only send out two men
at a time. I believe I had about six men.

Q. You were captain of the guard ?—A. Yes, sir. The men would go
out frequently. One night a young man had got into the mansion, and
Governer Ames found it out himself.

Q. Who is the mavor of Jackson? Who was the mayor in the fall of
1875?—A. Mr. McGill.

Q. What is his full name ?—A. John McGill.

Q. Were there any police in Jackson ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you know whether Ames ever made any complaint to the mayor
of the disturbance of his house ?—A. I really don't know, sir. I stated

it myself. T do not know whether Ames did or not.

Q. When you were there did ever know a shot to strike the house ?

—

A. I heard it strike upon the top of the house. I heard it strike the
tin gutter, or something.

Q. How far off did these men stand that shot at the house?—A. They
were outside of the mansion ; they did not come inside of the grounds
at all. They shot outside his place.

Q. Outside the fence ?—A. Yes, sir. They did not come into the
yard to shoot. They shot from the outside, from the street.

Q. How lar is the fence from the mansion ?—A. I could not really

judge. You can judge from seeing the fence there the distance.

Q. When I ask you a question, please answer it.—A. I cannot tell

the exact distance.

Q. Do you know the distance ?—A. Xo, sir ; I do not know the dis-

tance. 1 know it was in gunshot from the street, by the shot coming
in there.

FI^'DS MUSKET-CARTRIDGES.

Q. \Vh;it were the weapons used?—A. Well, sir, I went out there the
next morning— I did not see the guns, and I went out there the
next morning and got some of the same cartridges which they fired.

Some of the cartridges were different kinds, and I picked up at least

ten or fifteen at the back gate where the shooting was, and some whole
ones. The most had been shot.

Q. Were they musket-cartridges ?

—

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Fired irom the street around the mansion ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you ever see a mark on that house, of a bullet ?—A. I never
saw a mark on the house. i

Q. Where did you see a mark ?—A. On the oak tree that stood right

ranging with the governor's room.
Q. Did you ever see a mark on the house ?—A. No, sir.

Q. Has there ever been any glass broken by this firing?—A. I did
not hear there was while I was there.

Q. Did this firing break any windows ?—A. Ko, sir ; I do not know
that any firing ever broke in the windows when 1 was stationed there.

D. C. CKAWFOED—HINDS COUNTY.

Jackson, Miss., June 20, 1876.

Daniel C. Crawford (colored) sworn and examined.

By the Chairman :

Questiou. What is your full name?—Auswer. D.C, Crawford. 1 live

in Jackson, Miss.
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Q. How long have you lived in Jackson"?—A. The 4tli of this May
gone I lived here, with the exception of six months waiting on my
yonng boss, eighteen years.

Q. Were you at the Clinton riot ?—A. I was.
Q. Did you go from Jackson to Clinton that morning?—A. Yes, sir;

I got on the train that morning and went down to the barbecue.

DID NOT LIKE THE APPEAKANCE OF THE WHITE MEN.

Q. iSTow, you may tell what you saw at Clinton that day.—A. I reckon
the train arrove at Clinton about 10 o'clock that morning. When I

got to the ground there was at least five or six hundred colored men

—

clubs. They have clubs on horses. They marched around the place,

about the vicinity of the barbecue, for about an hour and a half, and
then they returned back to the place where they were to stop. All dis-

mounted and got off their horses. There was a large elevated i^lace

there to speak, and the first one on the stand was Judge Johnston.
Judge Johnston was honored with a kind of a shout, as they generally

give when any one goes to speak, and Judge Johnston, I reckon, spoke
for an hour and a half, as near as 1 can remember. During the time
when he was speaking everything went on quiet. There was no dis-

turbment, and everybody seemed to have a disposition to keep very
peaceable, white and black ; they appeared to do so. I should have
said I met some young men from Eaymond—white men ; one of them
that I knew when I was a boy ; used to play with him on the creek
down there at Eaymond. 1 spoke to him, and said, "How do you do^

Sivley;" and he appeared very grum at that time ; did not speak. I

told Caldwell, I said, "Charley, this looks bad. Those four young men

—

the two Sivleys I know ; one I know well, (I took it to be him,) and
these two Neils—these men, I think they must be that committee."
Caldwell says, " O, no ; I reckon not." Directly there were six

more young men came upon the ground. All seemed to be together

pretty much all the time—not separated long ; and I went to him
again and said, " I do not think we ought to have a meeting here

to-day; I feel like as if there is something wrong from these men's
appearance. That man would not speak to me. It don't look right

now ; and they are all armed ; and, see, they have these large ."

Says he, " O, no ; I have instructed them not to bring any arms ; I do
not think there will be any fuss, because men not armed are not as apt

to risk it as if armed. I have ordered them not to come here armed,
and I do not think they will."

^
THE MEETINa INTERRUPTED.

Judge Johnston spoke, and the colored people cheered him in some
sentences of his speech ,• and when he was through, a man named Fisher

was called on, and spoke. He had not got any further than congratu-

lating Judge Johnston on his conservative speech—these wei'e his ex-

l^ress words : " I happily congratulate the speaker on his conservative

tone. He has made a most remarkable conservative speech, and we
have perfect order, and I hope the same orderly course will be main-

tained at every political meeting that is held this fall." At that time a

young man standing close to me said, " Well, we would have peace if

you would stop telling your damned lies." Judge Swann said, " Who
was it made that remark?" He says, "It was me;" and another boy,

by the tone of his voice pretty close, says, " That is my brother; what
have you got to say about it ?" That was said to Ju<lge Swann. That is

my. recollection, that he says these words. Judge Swann then did not

say any more; but a colored man, standing pretty close by—I believe
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a police of the day—says, " Why could not'*—I won't be positive

about being a policeman ; I think so—" While Jnd.ire Johnston was
speaking nobody interfered, and why cannot Captain Fisher be treated

in the same way"—words to that effect. These men wheeled and
grabbed him in the collar, and they started down the hill. This white

man had the colored man by the collar, and was making some harsh
remarks to him.

HAEGRAVES (COLORED) KILLED.

They got him down to the foot of the fiill, which was not farther, I

think, than from here back in the square there. It was a little incline

there where the speaking was. I went down there, and Caldwell went,

and Eugene Wilburn, and a young fellow by the name of Green Tapley,

and we tried to stop the thing, and finally they concluded ; they said

there would be no fuss, and we started back ;
thought it was all over,

and as we started back, driving the colored men back, the boys came
up on the brow of the hill and commenced beating a drum. I do not

think it was for anything else in the world but to draw them back.

When I got nearly to the speaking I heard a iiistol fired, and I looked
around and saw a young man fall by the name of Lewis Hargraves, a
colored man. He fell, and afterward—I did not see him—they told me
he was shot in the forehead, and then the pistols commenced just like

that, pretty nearly, [snapping his fingers rapidly,] and I broke and left

as quick as 1 could. Judge Swann left about the same time, but he did

not run as I did ; and I ran down to the depot.

THREE WHITE MEN WITH LONG GUNS.

Q. How many pistols had been fired when you saw this young colored

man fall ?—A. I do not think—in an excitement like that, 1 could not be
real positive—but I do not think more than one pistol fired. I would not

swear positively more than one. I do not think more than one when he
fell. I ran down to the depot, as it was terribly alarming. When I got
to the depot some one (I do not remember who) told me, when I got
there—he was an old acquaintance; I lived in Clinton in 185G, 1855;

then I was small. I think it was Mr. Lewis told me I had better go
away, and I put out and left. And when I got past Clinton^ then I

turned into the big road, and as I got into the big road I saw two
colored men come down the hill, one with a mule and one with a horse.

I was walking then on the big road. "Good God, don't you see those

three white men coming behind you with long guns ?" 1 laughed. I

thought that they were chaffering me ; and I looked back and saw them
coming over this rise, and as I started I saw the faces of white men
sure enough. I jumped over the fence, and ran across about 100 or 110
yards ; and when I got to the back fence, just as I jumped, I heard a
noise of planks ; they were trying to tear it down, and I ran then about
two miles before I stopped, and took across the woods for home ;

and
that wras all I saw of the Clinton riot. And on Sunday, about 3 o'clock,

as well as I now remember, I was there, stiff and sore from that run
;

and I laid up all day in the house.

ALARM A:\I0NG THE BLACKS.

I went out back of the capitol about 3 o'clock, and concluded to go
over to the capitol and get a drink of cool water; and as I got into the
capitol yard, I saw coming up the street, with their rough clothes, I

should think thirty or forty of our people, and I sprung right off then
and went down the Capitol street, and I sent a little boy to tell Green
Tapley to come up there. And I started down, and when I got a little

piece directly I met him. I said, " Green, what is the matter there

;
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they say tliey are sliootin^ everything in the country, and they cannot
stay there?" I says, "What can we do? It looks like judgment."
He says, " I do not know what to do. I tell you : Let us go and see

the best citizens of this town, and if we cannot prevail with them to go
and stop this thing, we had just as well leave here ourselve|^" And he
says, " Well, let us go down and see Captain Leake, the marshal,"
and we started down to see him ; and wbeu I got down nearly to his

house I met Mr. Frank Johnston. 1 says to him, " Mr. Johnston, there

is terrible distress iu this town." He says, " What is the matter f I

says, " These men there iu the country are murdering the boys. They
say they are shooting at them in the country." I says, " There must
be something wrong or they would not come here this way." He says,
" Well, I do not reckon there is anything wrong going on herein town."
I says, " I am not afraid of anybody here, but the excitement here, and
the colored people coming in here, it may arouse the suspicion of some
who would like to have a little fuss—shooting—and they naay start

it." He says, " What can we do f' I says, " I will tell you what.
You know the colored people of this town well, and you know they do
not want any trouble. 1 can speak for the colored people of the coun-

try, and I am satisfied, especially the colored people of the town, that

they do not want any fuss. They have been as true to the white people
as any i)eople living." He says, " I know that. Look at our fire-com-

panies here. They have been first and foremost in putting out fires. I

tell you the colored people don't want to get up any fuss." He says,
" That is so ; I believe the colored people of this town to be all right."

Says 1, " You get the best citizens of the town, and let the best citizens

guarantee the colored people that the white people don't want to get up
a fuss, and won't let anybody else, and me and Tapley will guarantee
that the colored people will not make one." He says, " If you will give

that guarantee, I am sure I will do the same by the white people." He
says, " We do not want any fuss, but if the colored people want one,

I tell you we are ready."

Q. Who wasthis,Captainrrank Johnston?—A. Yes,sir. These are his

words : " We don't want any fuss, and no good white people don't." I

says, " I do not believe they do." " But if the colored people wants a
dihicultj^, I tell you they can get it. We are prepared. I know that,

and it will be expensive for the colored people." Says I, " We have no
temptation to try to make a fuss. They are disorganized so far as arms
are concerned. They are not armed."

THE MEETING AT THE BANK.

Well, in about half an hour, me and Tapley were sent for to meet at

the bank. There was an agreement made in the bank to send out the
sheriff and Captain Johnson with a posse.
Now, at the time, I thought it would be dangerous for the sheriff to

take a posse on account of what had been done, and from what I had seen
at Clinton. I said, " Gentlemen, it won't do to send a posse of col-

ored men; if you send them they will fire on them. The people
there are armed." He says, "What shall we do?" "I tell you:
Send Captain Johnson and some of the best white citizens with
the sheriff and Deputy Taylor, and let them take a posse of white
men and look to this thing. I have confidence to believe that the

sheriff and Colonel Taylor are honorable gentlemen, though they are

not republicans. I do not care about that. Let them go there and
make a report according to the state of things as they find them." And
we went off feeling pretty well satisfied that they would come back and
bring a report. They went, and they came back iu the night some time.
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They reported that they saw nothing. Tiie sheriff refused to go, was
afraid to go, or did not go, at any rate, and Mr. Steli did not go. Colo-

nel Taylor headed the posse. They said there was nothing seen ; but,

for days after that—I judge, according to my memory, it was at least

three or foiiir days—the colored people would lodge up here, and it was
impossible to get them out. They were afraid to leave town. They
could hear of it ; and in fact there was some true rumors of men being
killed. There was a school-teacher—I never saw the corpse, but evei-y-

body, democrat and republican, said it was true that he was killed a few
days after that. Another fellow by the name of Calvin Johnson. He
was here at least a week. I saw him and Mr. Henderson up at the
depot at the crossing, and Henderson was persuading him to go home

;

and after Henderson went he says to me, " Why, I could not trust my
bones out there; I do not think I ought to go." He went, anyhow. He
went that evening, and the next morning his body was found a corpse

at the bridge, about two miles from here. 1 never knew who killed

him.

Q. He was a colored man ?—A. Yes, sir. That was all following, and
a very few days after the riot at Clinton. I felt, myself, pretty critical,

but then I staid at home. I thought if I was going I might as well go
then as any time. I staid here, and not a gun iired in town. There was
guns fired, but not at anybody around the capitol here.

Q. What was the name of the young colored man who was first killed

at Clinton ?—A. Lewis Hargraves.

THERE IS GOING TO BE TROUBLE HERE.

Q. Had you had any conversation with him that day ?—A. About an
hour before the first occurrence Mr. Hargraves and I were sitting down
talking together. We were sitting down talking about one another's

families, about how we had married, and one thing and another, and
then he got up, and when he got up 1 asked, " Where are you going f
and he says, " Down there ;" and we went around there, and I sat down
with him. We conversed then about those young men having these pis-

tols. I said I thought they came down here to create a disturbance,

and Caldwell had said no one was to be armed. He says, " I am not
armed myself; lam not afraid of anybody bothering me." 1 says,
" Lewis, there is going to be trouble here." He says, " I do not think

so." He went down ahead of us when we went doMn to quiet this fuss,

and he was the first man that got shot.

Q. What was the name of the young man who was seized by Sivley ?

—

A. I do not remember his name ; he was a small black fellow, about 5
feet 8 or 10 inches.

Q. You have detailed a conversation you had with Charles Caldwell,

and you stated that that was the committee that was to be there.

What do you mean by that ?—A. I meant that was Harpei's committee.

THE WHITE co:ji:mittee.

Q. What did you know about his committee?—A. If my memory
serves me right, I think it was that day I saw in the llaymond Gazette
something about a committee ; I do not remember the exact words.

According to that article in the Raymond Gazette, there will be a com-
mittee of ten men to visit every radical meeting or republican meeting

—

any republican meeting, and if the speakers say anything not true, to

give him the lie, or something of that kind. And when I saw these

gentlemen, knowing them to be from the vicinity of Kaymond, I then

said that was the committee, and 1 wanted to go home on the 10 ci'c^locli

train ; and I stated th^it if there was a joint discussion it might create
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a difficnlly, and these men came to have it I thought. Sivley and the
Neils, I think, all came trom Kaymoud. Mr. Thompson, I think, lived

at Eaymond. 1 saw three I did not know, and I never did Hud out
whether they lived in Kaymond or not.

Q. Were they armed ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Where did they take their position in the meeting ?—A. They
took their position almost entirely—that is, most of the time they took
their position—around the square. That was their position.

Q. How near t; gether were they?—A. I do not think, for the most of

the time that I noticed them very close, that they were separated for

ten minutes; at least a majority of them were together at all times.

Just before the fuss occurred, while Judge Johnston was speaking, Cap-
tain Leake got into a conversation with Thompson about the Yazoo
affair; I heard Captain Leake tell him, which tirst drew my attention,

"This is what I heard:" Says Thompson, "I do not care what you
heard, I know better." Finally, they kept talking, and directly he said,
" I do not care a God damn what you heard," and looked at him very
crabbed. Captain Leake being considered a little timid, I thought to

myself he was getting into a rough place, and I got up close to him and
asked him to hush, and not say anything more, as I susj)ected some-
thing wrong. He repeated this remark to him twice, standing at the
same time so, [indicating.] lu both pockets he had a pistol. He had on
a long I uster, and you could see the shape of the pistols. And Captain
Leake stood up pretty well, and says to him, " Well, I generally report
these things as they come to me." Captain Leake walked off then ; aud
soon after, the disturbance took place.

Judge Johnston told me afterward he was never listened to more
attentively in all the days of his life than that day. A gentleman told me
that he talked near him, that if that fuss had not occurred he expected he
would have made about 500 votes there that day ; and he did make ijretty

near a republican speech.

POLK SMITH—HINDS COUNTY.

Jackson, Miss., June 20, 1876.

Polk Smith (colored) sworn and examined.

By the Chairman:
PERSONAL STATEMENT.

Question. What is your name ?—Answer. Polk Smith.
Q. Where do you live?—A. Here in Jackson.
Q. Were you at anytime last fall about the governor's mansion

—

last year?—A. Yes, sir; about 30 or 31 nights.

Q. When was that ?—A. In the month that the election would
come off.

Q. Before the election, or after ?—A. Before the election.

Q. Y^ou were there 30 or 31 days ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. What did you do?—A. I was guarding.
Q- Were you there at night?—A. Yes, sir; at night only.

firing on the governor's house two or three times a week.
Q.What occurred when you were there; any thing unusual?—A.

Yes, sir; the time that I was there, I went on watch at 9 o'clock every
night, aud from 10 until about 3 o'clock in the morning. They were firing-

most terribly about between two and three nights every week, and finally

28 miss
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about a week before tbe election came off, it got terrible—most out-

rageous. And tbe nigbt before the election it was just the same as war.

They had a torchlight procession here. 1 thought once they were going
to come in, and attack us all and kill us, from the firing. I was there,

standing very near the fence, about 2 o'clock at night, and I heard some
one talking in the corner—the southwest corner—and I walked out that

way, and heard some one ask, "Which room did Ames occupy?" and
some one replied to the other, " One of the lower rooms there;" and he
said, no, he did not; he occupies the room up stairs—the southwest
room ; and thej' commenced on it, and for about half an hour it was ter-

rible. They drove me in from the fence, and 1 went into the door that
goes down the cellar ; and while 1 was standing there a shot tired struck
the gutter, about three feet over my head. I stood under—inside.

AVent on there until about 4 o'clock in the morning. I think there was
one shot right somewhere near the window, and the governor rose up
and asked, " Where did that shot come from f " and said, " From off the
street."

And one night while they were there, I was standing in front of

the mansion, and saw some one standing over near the gate, and walk
up to the gate very easy, and open the gate, and step inside, and made
about three steps, and lie stopped. And then he made three more steps,

and I did not halt him ; but I raised my gun to shoot him, and the man
who was along with me, Field Foster, said, " No, don't shoot; see what
he was going to do ; " and with that he went outside.

By Mr. Bayaed :

Q. Have you seen in the house the marks of bullets in the walls?

—

A. I did not see them, sir.

Q. What was the gutter that you say was struck over your head ?

—

A. That is for the water.

Q. Did it not make a mark?—A. I could not see it. I was only there

at night.

Q. Were you never there in the day-time?—A. No, sir.

Q. If the mark was there, it is there yet?—A. I suppose so, sir.

Q. How long was that tiring kept up that time you speak of?—A. The
firing continued there fully half an hour.

Q. Where were the men standing f—A. Standing near the southeast
corner.

Q. And you staid there and saw them for half an hour tiring right

at the window ?—A. They were tiring away a half-hour. They did not

tire all the time.

Q. What were the weapons ?—A. It seemed to be a gun, and sometimes
with a pistol. I could tell the report of the gun.

Q. Did they tire right at the window ?—A. The firing came and some-
times the shot would go over, and sometimes strike the trees in the

yard. I could hear the bullet, and heard it strike.

Q. They tired how long ?—A. For half an hour.

Q. How tar off from the window did these men stand wlio were
tiring?—A. About as far as from here to the store across the street.

Q. How far would you call that ?—A. About a hundred yards ; I

reckon a little over.

Q. How far were you from these men at first !—A. When they first

started, 1 was standing pretty close. I went down the yard, and when
they commenced firing I went back to the house.

Q. How many men were there ?—A. I do not know how many. There
seemed to be like about ten or fifteen.
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Q. How far were you from tbem when they began firing'?—A. About
as far as the ticket-office—a little farther, 75 or 50 yards.

Q. That far from them f-^A. Yes, sir.

Q. You heard them talking to each other at that distance "'.—A. Y^es,

sir.

Q. How many shots do you suppose they fired"?—A. I have no idea
;

I could not state.

Q. You say that was kept up for half an hour ?—A. About, I suppose,
for half an hour, firing in the yard in the direction of the window.

Q. Did it break any windows ?—A. It did not to my knowledge.
Q. Did it make any marks ?—There were some marks there on the

trees in the yard.

Q. Any marks on the house ?—A. 1 told you I only occupied it at
night, and I do not know.

MRS. CALDWELL—HINDS COUNTY.

Jackson, Miss., June 20, 1876.

Mrs. Maegaeet Ann Caldwell (colored) sworn and examined.

By the Chairman :

THE WIDOW OF SENATOR CALDWELL.
Question. What is your name ?—Answer. Margaret Ann Caldwell.

Q. Where do you live ?—A. In Clinton, Hinds County.
Q. Was Mr. Caldwell, formerly senator, your husband !—A. Y^es, sir.

Q. What was his first name?—A. Charles.

Q. When did he die?—A. Thursday night, in the Christmas. Him
and his brother was killed.

Q. You may state to the committee what yon know of his death.—A.
I know when he left the house on the Thursday evening, in the Christ-

mas, between dark and sundown. In the beginning of the day he was
out on his fox-chase all day. The first commencement was an insult

passed on his nephew, and he came out home.

STORY OF HIS ASSASSINATION.

Q. Who was that ?—A. David Washington ; he is in Washington
City now. He is there in business ; watchman in the Treasury Depart-
ment now; has been ever since October, I think. So they picked a

russ ; Waddy Rice, in George Washington's blacksmith shop, in Clin-

ton. They commenced talking this way : I think David said they asked,
" How many did he kill on the day of the Moss Hill riot ? Who did he
shoot "? " David said that he did not know as he shot anybody ;

said he
didn't know that he shot anybody. They told him, he said, '" he came
tbere to kill the white people, and if he did, to do his work in the day,

and not to be seeking their lives at night." David came immediately
back to my house. His uncle was at the fox-chase. 1 said, " Don't go
out any more. Probably they are trying to get up a fuss here."

His uncle sent him down town for something. He staid in the house
until he came.
That was about four o'clock in the evening, and some one had told

about the fuss picked with his nepbew, and he walked down town to

see about it, I suppose. He was down town a half hour, and came
back and eat his dinner, and just between dark and sundown be goes

back down town again. He went down town knocking about down
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there. I do not know what he was doing down there, until just
nearly dusk, and a man, Madison Bell, a colored man, came and says,
" Mrs. Caldwell you had better go down and see about Mr. Caldwell, I

think the white lolks will kill him; they are getting their guns and pis-

tols, and you had better go and get your husband away from town."
I did not go myself; I did not want to go myself, but went to Professor

Bell and said would he go and get him. Mr. Bell went, and he never
came back at all until he came back under arrest.

J was at ray room until just nearly dark.
The moon was quite young, and the chapel bell rang.
We live right by it. I knew the minute the bell tolled what it all

meant.
And the young men that lived right across the street, when the bell

tolled, they rushed right out; they went through the door and some
slid down the window and over they sprang; some went over the fence.

They all ran to the chapel and got their guns. There was 150 guns there
to my own knowing ; had been there since the riot, at the Baptist
chapel. They all got their guns.

I went down town, and then all got ahead everywhere I went; and
some of them wanted to know who I was, but I hid ray face as well as 1

could. I just said '' woman" and did not tell who I was.
As I got to town I went to go into Mr. Chilton's store and every store

was closed just that quick, for it was early, about 6 o'clock. All the
other stores were closed. Chilton's was lit up by a big chandelier, and
as I went over the lumber-yard I saw a dead man. I stumbled over
him, and I looked at him, bnt 1 did not know who it was, and I went
into Chilton's, and as I put my foot up on the store steps, standing as
close, maybe a few feet, (everything was engaged in it that day,) there
was Judge Cabinis, who was atparticular friend of my husband

; a par-

ticular friend to him. He was standing in the center witb a gun with a
blue strap, in the center ol the jam ; and as 1 went to go in they
cussed me and threatened to hurt me, and " make it damned hot for

me," and the judge among the balance; but he said he didn't know me
alterward. And they all stood ; nobody would let me go in ; thoy all

stood there with their guns.
1 know there was two dead men there, but I did not think it was my

husband at the time.

I stood right there, and as 1 stood they said to me, "If you don't} go
away they would make it very dan)ned hot for me;" and I did not say
anything, and walked off, and walked right over the dead man. He was
right in my path where I found the body. He was lying broadside on
the street. I did not know who he was. I then stooped and tried to

see who he was, and they were cursing at me to get out of the town, to

get out.

Then I went up, and there wasMrs. Bates across the street, my next-door
neighbor. 1 seed her little girl come u[) by us and she said, "Aunt Ann,
did vou see my uncle here f I said, " I did not. I saw a dead body on
the street; I did not see who he was." She said, " What in the world is

going on down town ?" Says I, "I don't know, only killing people there."

She says, "Aaron Bates's hand is shot all to pieces, and Dr. Bangs is

killed.'' He was not killed, but was shot in the leg; nobody killed but
my husband and brother.

I went on over to the house, and went up stairs and back to my room
and laid down a widow.

After 1 had been home I reckon three quarters of an hour, nearly an
hour. Parson Nelson came up—Preacher Nelson—and he called me. I was
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away iip-staii-s. He called several times, and I beard him call each time.

He called three or four times, and saj^s: "Answer; don't be afraid;

nobody will hurt you." He says "Don't be afraid; answer me;" and
after I had made up my mind to answer, I answered liim what he wanted,
and he said, "I have come to tell you the news, and it is sad news to

you. ISfobody told me to come, but I come up to tell you." I didn't say
anything. "Your husband is dead," he said; "he is killed, and your
brother, too, Sam."

I never said anything for a good while. He told me nobody would
hurt me then; and when I did speak, says I, "Mr. iSelson, why did
they kill him?" He says, "I don't know anything about it." He
said just those words: "I don't know anything about it," He says,

after that, "Have you any men folks about the place f" I says, "i^o."

He savs: "You shan't be hurt; don't be afraid of us; you shan't be
hurt.""^

I never said anything whatever. He went oif.

Sam's wife was there at the same time with three little children. Of
course it raised great excitement.
After a length of time, Professor Hillman, of the Institute, the young

ladies' school or college, he brought the bodies to the house; brought up
my husband, him and Frank Martin. Professor Hillman and Mr. Nelson
had charge of the dead bodies, and they brought them to the house; and
when they brought them, they carried them in the bed-room, both of them,
and put them there; they seed to having them laid out, and fixed up,

and all that.

Mr. iS'elson said in my presence, I listened at him, he said, "A braver
lite never had died than Charley Caldwell. He never saw a man died

with a manlier spirit in his life."

He told me he had brought him out of the cellar.

Y"ou see when tbey had shot Sam, his brother, it was him who was lying

there on the street. They shot him right through his head, off of his

horse, when he was coming in from the country, and he fell on the street.

He was the man I stumbled over twice. I did not know who he was.

Wben they shot him, they said that they shot him for fear he would go
out of town and bring in other people and raise a fuss. He found out,

1 suppose, that they had his brother in the cellar, so he just lay there

dead ; he that was never known to shoot a gun or pistol in his life

—

never knew how.
Mr. Nelson said that Buck Cabell carried him into the cellar; persuaded

him to go out and drink ; insisted upon his taking a drink with him,

and him and Buck Cabell never knowed anything against each other in

his life; never had no hard words. My husband told him no, he didn't

want any Christmas. He said, " You must take a drink with me," and
entreated him, and said, " You must take a drink." He then took him
by tbe arm aud told him to drink for a Christmas treat ; that he must
drink, aud carried him into Chilton's cellar, and they jingled the glasses,

and at tbe tap of tbe glasses, and while each one held tbe glass, while

they were taking tbe glasses, somebody shot right through the back
from the outside of tbe gate window, and he fell to tbe ground.

As they struck their ghisses, that was tbe signal to shoot. They had
him in tbe cellar, aud shot him right there, and he fell on the ground.

Wben be was first sbot, he called for Judge Cabiuis, and called for

Mr. Chilton ; I don't know who else. Tbey were all around, and nobody
went to bis relief; all tbein men standing around with their guns. No-
body went to the cellar, and he called for Preacher Nelson, called for

him, aud Preacher Nelson said that when he went to tbe cellar-door be
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was afraid to go iu, and called to bim two or three times, '' Dou't shoot
me," and Charles said, "Come iu," be wouldn't hurt him, aud " take bim
out of the cellar ;" that be wanted to die in the open air, and did not
want to die like a dog closed up.

AVheu they taken bim out, be was in a manner dead, just from that

one shot ; and they brings bim out then, and be only asked one question,

so Pai«on ISTelson told me—to take bim home and let bim see bis wife

before be died ; that he could not live long.

It was only a few steps to my house, and they would not do it, aud
some said this.

Nelson carried him to the middle of the street, and the men all hal-

looed, " we will save bim while wfe've got him ; dead men tell no tales."

Preacher Nelson told me so. That is what they all cried, " We'll save
bim while we got him ; dead men tell no tales."

Whether be stood up right there in the street while they riddled him
with thirty or forty of their loads, of course, I do not know, but they shot
bim all that many times when he was iu a manner dead. All those balls

went in him.
I understood that a young gentleman told that they shot him as be

lay on the grxmnd until they turned him over. He said so. I did not
hear bim.

Mr. Nelson said when he asked them to let bim see me they told bim
no, an<l he then said, taking both sides of his coat and bringing them up
this way so, he said, " Kemember when you kill me you kill a gentleman
and a brave man. Never say you killed a coward. I want you to remem-
ber it when I am gone."
Nelson told me that, and he said that he never begged them, and that

he never told them, but to see how a brave man could die.

They can find no cause; but some said they killed him because he
carried the militia to Edwards, and they meant to kill bim for that.

The time the guns were sent there he was captain under Governor
Ames, and they said they killed bim for that ; for obeying Governor
Ames.

After the bodies were brought to my house. Professor Ilillmau and
]Martin all staid until one o'clock, and then at one o'clock the train

came from Vicksburgb with the "Murdocs." They all marched up to

my bouse and went into where the two dead bodies laid, and they
cursed them, those dead bodies,there, aud they danced and tbrew open
the window, and sung all their songs, and challenged the dead body to

get up and meet them, and they carried on there like a parcel of wild
Indians over those dead bodies, these Vicksburgb " Murdocs." Just
one or two colored folks were setting up in the room, and they carried

on all that in my i)reseuce, danced and sung aud done anything they
could. Some said they even struck them ; but I beard them curse and
challenge them to get up and tight. The Vicksburgb Murdocs done
tiiat that night. Then they said they could not stay any longer.

Then the day after that Judge Cabannis asked me was there anything
he could do, and I told him, I said, "Judge, you have already done too
much for me." I told bim be had murdered my husband, and I didn't

want any of bis friendship. Those were the words I told bim the next
day, :ind he swore he did not know me that time; but I saAV Judge
(\abinis with this crowd that killed my husband. I saw bim riglit in

the midst, and then be made his excuse. He said he did everything he
could for (Jharles, and that he was crazy. Vvell, they could not tell any-
thing he had done.
They said Aaron Page was shot during the fuss.
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III the league that was held here in that towu, that day my husband
was buried, they all said that he did not shoot him. They said that
Aaron Page was shot accidentally ; that my husband did not kill him.
All started np from picking a fuss with his nephew.
As for any other cause I never knew ; but only they intended to kill

him because for carrying the militia to Edwards ; for obeying Governor
Ames ; and that w^as all they had against him.

THE MODOCS AFTER THE CLINTON RIOT.

At the same time, when they had the Moss Hill riot, the day of the
dinner in September, when they came over that day, they telegraphed
for the Vicksburgh "Murdocs" to come out, aud they came out at dark,

and when they did come, about fifty came out to my house that night

;

and they were breaking the locks open on doors aud trunks ;
whenever

they would find it closed they would break the locks. And they taken
from the house what guns they could find, and plundered aud robbed
the house. The captain of the Vicksburgh "Murdocs," his name is Tinney.

Q. What day was that !—A. The day of the Moss Hill riot, in Sep-

tember.

THREATS AGAINST MR. CALDWELL AFTER THE CLINTON RIOT.

Q. When; the Clinton riot"?—A. The 4th day of September. They
came out, and Tinney staid there, and at daybreak they commenced to

go, aud he, among others, told me to tell my husband that the Clinton

people sent for him to kill him, and he named them who they were to

kill—all the leaders especially, and he says, "Tell him when I saw
him"—he was gone that night ; he fled to Jackson that evening with all

the rest—"we are going to kill him if it is two years, or one year, or

six; no difference; we are going to kill him anyhow. We have orders

to kill him, and we are going to do it, because he belongs to this repub-

lican party, aud sticks up for these negroes." Says he, " We are going

to have the South back in our own charge, and no man that sticks by
the republican party, and any man that sticks by the republican party,

and is a leader, he has got lo die." He told me that; and that the

southern j)eople are going to have the South back to ourselves, and no

damned northern people and no republican party; and if your husband
don't join us he has got to die. Tell him I said so." I told him w^hat he
said. I did not know Tinney at the time ; and when I saw my husband
enter I told him, and he knew him from what I said, and he saw him
afterward and told him what I said. He just said that he said it for

devilment. They carried on there until the next morning, one crowd
after another. 1 had two wounded men. I brought them off the Moss
Hill battle-field, and these men treated me very cruelly, and threatened

to kill them, but they did not happen to kill them.

CLINTON RIOT.

Next morning, before sun up, they went to a house where there was an
old black man, a feeble old man, named Bob Beasly, and they shot him all

to pieces. And they went to i\Ir. Willis's and took out a man, named Gam-
aliel Brown, and shot him all to pieces. It was early in the morning ; and

they goes out to Sam. Jackson's, president of the club, aud they shot

him all to pieces. He hadn't even time to put on his clothes. And they

went out to Alfred Hasting; Alfred saw them coming. And this was

before sun up.

Q. This morning after the Clinton riot ?—A. On the morning of the

5th, and they shot Alfred Hastings all to pieces, another man named
Ben. Jackson, aud then they goes out and shoots one or two further up
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ou the Madison road; I don't know exactly ; tbe name of one was Lewis
Eussell. He was shot, and Moses Hill. They were around that morn-
ing killing people before breakfast. I saw a young- man from Vicks-

bnrgh that 1 knew, and I asked him what it all meant.
Q. Who was he?—A. Dr. Hardesty's sou ; and I asked him what did

it mean, their killing black people that day? He says, "You all had a
big dinner yesterday, and jiaraded around with your drums and flags.

That was impudence to the white people. You have no right to do it.

You have got to leave these damned negroes; leave them and come
on to our side. Y^ou have got to join the democratic party. We are
going to kill all the negroes. The negro me)i shall not live." And they
didn't live; for every man they found they killed that morning, and did
not allow any one to escape them, so he said. So he told me all they
intended to do about the colored people for having their dinner and pa-

rading there, and having their banners; and intended to kill the white
republicans the same. Didn't intend to leave any one alive they could
catch, and they did try to get hold of them, and went down on Monday
morning to kill the school-teacher down there, Hafifa, but he escaped.
Jo Stevens and his son Albert Stevens, I believe, was his name

—

they just murdered them right ou through. These people staid there at

the store and plundered it, and talked that they intended to kill them
until they got siltisfaction for three white people that was killed in that

battle here. I can show who was the first white man that started the

riot ; and I can show you I have got his coat and pants, and I can show
you how they shot him. They blamed all on my husband; and I asked
what they killed Sam for; asked ]Jr. Alexander. They said they killed

him because they were afraid he would tell about killing his brother.

They killed my husband for obeying Governor Ames's orders, and they
cannot find anything he did. He didn't do anything to be killed for.

Then they have got his pistols there and they won't give them to me.
1 have asked I don't know how many times.

G. H. TAPLEY—HINDS COUNTY.

Jackson, Miss., June 21, 1870.

Green H. Tapley (colored) sworn and examined..

By the Chaieman :

Question, What is your full n-'uie?—Answer. Green H. Tapley.
Q. Where do you live?—A. Here in Jackson.
Q. How long have you been here?—A. 1 was born and raised here.

Q. How old are you ?—A. I will be twenty-six years old next Septem-
ber.

Q. What is your business ?—A. I am a barber by trade.

"come out, goveknor ames!"

Q. Do you know anything about any shots being fired at the execu-
tive mansion last year ? State what yon know.—A. Some time last fall,

1 think along in October, at the same time they had a large democratic;
torch-light meeting, barbecue, &c., I saw a crowd come up the street. I

was standing oil near the Clarion oftice corner, in company with Field
Foster, I think. I saw a Avagon come up, and what attracted me, I heard
two or three shots, and looked around and saw a wagon coming on
almost directly opposite the mansion, loaded with eight or ten men,
probably. 1 saw three or four shots fired at the mansion over into the
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grounds, and they said " Come out, Governor Ames, you God damn
son of a bitch!" The wagon was right in the street.

Q. How many men were in the wagon ?—A. I looked, but they were
all strangers except one ; he was sitting beside the driver ; 1 think it

was Clarence Merritt, of Jackson, the only one I knew.
Q. You were there during the election-time "?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did anything occur that seemed to you unusual ?—A. Yes, sir ; a
pretty warm canvass.

Q. State what happened.—A. What I hadn't been in the habit of
seeing 5 I was down at Clinton the time they had that riot there at the
public meeting the 4th of September, something I had never seen
before. They had a large public meeting there, and some whites
came and started a disturbance, and several men were killed there. 1

suspicioned there was going to be some trouble about an hour before

the meeting assembled. I was up in the town of Clinton, and the ground
where they had the speaking was about a quarter of a mile from the
town. I was up and down about an hoar before the crowd got to the
ground, and while assembling they had a large procession parading
througk Clinton. Most of the crowd came up on the other side, and I

seen the clubs that were coming in there. I was in the street when they
passed through. I noticed then that every store in Clinton was closed

up. I saw an article in the Raymond Gazette in reference to a com-
mittee of democrats to be at all these public meetings. I saw a good
many strange white men round Clinton. 1 knew a good many of the

citizens, and inquired who they were, and they informed me they were
some people from Raymond. Five or six of them were from Raymond,
and I judged from that that this was a portion of this committee recom-
mended by the Raymond Gazette. I saw all of them get out of the

wagon, and alter I came to the ground I saw them occasionally until

just a few moments before the firing commenced. I was a little piece

from the stand just before the firing commenced, and 1 heard the dis-

turbance that had started up. Where the main crowd was was u[) a
little ravine 30 or 40 yards. The ravine ran east and west, and in that

ravine was some willow bushes—a little marsh. I was going up the

ravine, and I saw there a crowd of some seven or eight or ten white

men standing there, and one white man—they were talking there, and
they said there was some disturbance and they were bringing him away.

SHOT A MAN THE FIKST SHOT.

Senator Caldwell came there and commenced talking with these men,
and told them he didn't want to see a disturbance, and hoped they would
have no fuss, but have peace and quietude there. The parties were all

pleasant to him, and gave him every assurance that they would have
no difliculty, and invited him down with them, and one of them put

his hand on his shoulder. The man that was in the disturbance came
raging out with a pistol in his hand, and the crowd of colored men
rushed down to see what was the matter, and when the man got loose

he shot a fellow, shot a man the first shot he fired, ami from that the

firing commenced, and that broke the meeting totally up. The colored

people there were not scarcely any of them armed, and just all fied ior

their lives.

ARMS BY THE BOX.

Q. How was the canvass in Jackson; was there anything there?—A,

The canvass was pretty warm here. I taken a little part in tlie canvass

myself, aud always have since 18G8, and I never experienced such a

warm time in my life anywhere. Up in town here, I think, from that
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Clinton riot, they Lad arms come here by tbe box—tbose improved
arms, Winchester and Whitney's rifles. I saw, I suppose, two or three

hundred, were being distributed about. They would come up here to

the stores in town, where the guns were carried, and they would carry

them home all during the canvass. Pretty nearly one box would come
during a week, and three boxes sometimes. 1 saw them, some of them,
on the streets carrying them home.

Q. Who were the persons to w horn these arms came—the persons who
had them ?—A. They were the citizens here generally in the town.
Among the names 1 saw was Judge Johnston ; he was one 1 recollect of.

I could probably recall a good many others that I saw, but I didn't

inquire much about it; I inquired what they were for. I knew they
never intended those kind of arms to hunt with. I learned that there

was one lot came to arm a company of citizens called the Eichardson
Scouts. I learned they were ordered here by Colonel Eichardson, who
had command of these men who had these arms, I think ; making the
expression they intended to carry this election peaceably if they could,

forcibly if they must. That they were " tired of this ignorant nigger
government—and radical thieving, carpet-bag, scallawag goverijment,"
and such words like that—" didn't intend to stand it any longer, stood
it to the bitter end.''

Q. Do you know anything else that occurred here ?—A. No, sir. I

know 1 was getting messag(.'s myself daily that my life was threatened.
I was i)retty i)rominent with my club and done a good deal of canvass-
ing in the country.

Q. What canvassing did you do, and what messages did you get!—A.
I got messages that my friends told me they heard expressions made by
democrats and white men on the streets at difl'ereut places, that they
intended to get me before the canvass was over; and my friends always
advised me to leave iiere. 1 didn't do it. 1 was raised here, and I knew
that they could not have anything against me excepting my politics,

and I thought I might Just as well remain here as well as anybody else.

There was so u)any rumors that came to me that I got right smartly
intimidated myself.

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. Who, by name, personally threatened you in Jackson during the

last canvass ?—A. 1 could not name any one myself. I say messages
came to me.

Q. Did anybody ever hurt you here during the last canvass?—A. No,
sir; nobody ever hurt me. I didn't fear anybody, but from these mes-
sages I got here I got a little frightened and was not prepared to pro-

tect myself and staid away from home, there being so many rumors,
about three or four nights directly after the Clinton riot.

Q. Did you have anybody to threaten you personally during the last

canvass f—A. No, sir; in the canvass I did not.

Q. Where is your barber-shop ?—A. 1 do not barber now ; have not
for two years. 1 was keeping the jail here then.

Q. What was your ofhce f—A. I was State jailer.

Q. Uow long were you State jailer ?—A. Two years.

Q. Up to what time?—A. Up to the 17th of last January.
Q. Who was the mayor of Jackson in 1875?—A. John McGill.

Q. Who elected him f—A. The re])ublicans.

Q. He was the rei)ublican mayor ?—A. Yes, sir ; the re])ublican can-

didate.

Q. Who is the mayor of the city now?—A. John McGill.



TESTIMONY OF G. H. TAPLEY. 443

Q. He was the mayor elected by the republicans'?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. By whom were tlie police ot the city appointed ?—A. They were
appointed by the police committee.

Q. Who were the police committee'?—A. Members of the board ot

aldermen of the city.

Q. How many compose the board of aldermen ?—A. Six.

Q. Were they democrats or republicans ?—A. I be4ieve they were
mixed ; some were democrats on the board, I think.

Q. Who had the majority 1—A. Tbe republicans.

Q. They had the appointment of the police, who were responsible to

the mayor of the town of Jackson '?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. How many policemen were there in the town in 1875 ?—A. In 1875

the number averaged sometimes more and sometimes less. The regular

force numbered, 1 think, six.

Q. The business of these policemen was to patrol the town at night
and go about keeping i^eace ?—A. Yes, sir; 1 presume so.

Q. How far were you when you saw this wagon on the street passing

the governor's mansion ?—A. I presume I was about a square and a
little over. I was east of the Clarion office, standing near the cross-

walk that crossed over the road at the Clarion oflice. That is just a

square from the mansion.
Q. You mean the State mansion ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Where was the wagon with the men in it ?—A. At the time I saw
it, it was coming right up Capitol street, and was almost directly op-

posite the mansion when I first observed it.

Q. That was, then, it took you one square to carry you to the man-
sion; then you had the distance of half the grounds in which the man-
sion stands. You were a square farther from the wagon !—A. Yes; at

least a square, I think.

Q. At what time in the night was it, or was it in the day?—A. It was
in the day, but I cannot recollect exactly the time; there was a great

deal of excitement that day.

Q. Was it broad daylight ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. When this wagon came in, did you see the pistols fired ?—A. Yes,

sir; I saw the men when they fired them.
Q. How many men were in the wagon?—A. Probably eight or

ten men. The wagon was loaded ; they had the ordinary seats, and
they were mounted on the driver's seat.

Q. It was drawn by what?—A. Mules.

Q. From eight to ten men, armed. What kind of people were they—
rough people?—A. They looked pretty rough; that is, they seemed
pretty boisterous.

"HOLLEEINGr" AMES, COME OUT OF THERE

!

Q. Could yoa hear what these men said at the distance of a square ?—
k. Yes, sir; I heard them very distinctly cursing. I heard them until

they got up to where I was. I won't say directly cursing when they

were right at the mansion, but they hollered out from the mansion up

to where I was, hollering, "Ames, come out of there, you damn radical

son of a bitch !"

Q. Did they keep up the hollering, after they passed the mansion,

until they got up to you ?—A. Yes, until they came to the side street,

when they turned out of the side street.

Q. Did they fire any more after that ?—A. Not that I seen
;
they went

right on through to where their dinner was.

Q. What did they fire—what weapons ?—A. Pistols, I am pretty well

satisfied.
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Q. Y"ou stated tbat you kuew oue person that was in that wagon ?

—

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Who was that ?—A. Mr. Clarence Merritt.

Q. How old is he?—A. I could not tell exactly his age. I think, about
twenty-two or twenty-three years of age. A young man, raised here.

Q. Does he live here now ?—A. I don't know ; he is a printer, and is

sometimes away. I don't know whether he is here now ; I haven't seen
him for some time.

Q. Were you ever employed as one of the guards at the governor's
mansion?—A. No, sir; I was not.

Q. How many people were at the Clinton meeting—how many colored
people assembled there?—A. W^ell, sir, I judge there must have been
a total of 1,200 or 1,500; a large meeting.

Q. What was the size of this body of whites—these bodies of young
men that yon speak of?—A. W^ell, sir, there was a good miiny whites
round there, but nothing of a crowd, that I seen, together. I think
there was not exceeding ten or twelve.

Q. How many did you see together at once—you say all came in one
wagon ?—A. I saw a wagon come to town with white men from Eay-
moud ; 1 think twelve or thirteen in that wagon. Judge Cabiuess was
one in the wagon that I knew.

Q. Is he from Jackson ?—A. From Clinton, he is.

Q. Were these men in that wagon the ones you afterward saw cre-

ating the disturbance?—A. No, not the same men; because these men
were chiefly strangers to me in the wagon, not the same ones.

Q. Do you mean to say that any person with Judge Cabiness was
afterward engaged in the riot ?—A. 1 cannot say that, because I didn't

know the men.
Q. Who was this man whom yon say his friends brought out of the

meeting?—A. I didn't know him at all.

Q, You did not know him—never saw him before?—A. No, sir; not
that I recollect of.

Q. Was there anything unusual in his appearance?—A. He seemed
to be much excited at the time I saw him ; he had a pistol, and was
raging.

Q, How far away from him were you?—A. I was as far as from here
to the ticket-oliice down at the depot.

Q. Were you ever any nearer than that to them that day?—A. I was
nearer them at the time I saw this disturbance, and went up there at
the time he got out that pistol and tired.

Q. You don't know who he was?—A. No, sir.

Q. ^Vas he intoxicated or sober ?—A. I judge from the way he acted.
I did not think he was intoxicated ; he seemed to be excited somewhat.

Q. Did he seem to be under the influence of liquor?—A. I could not
say whether it was excitement, or whether he was under the influence
of liquor; he was pretty boisterous—irom the language he used, and
his manner, I really did not consider him intoxicated.

Q. Did these men seem to be desirous to get him oft" and keep him
quiet?—A. Yes, sir.

MAKION GRAY SHOT.

Q. What did Caldwell and others go to him for ?—A. Mr. Caldwell
went to them to talk with them and try to qualify him, but he would
not be qualified. They invited him to go with them ; he was trying to
quiet it down. They invited Mr. Caldwell to come along, and one of
the men put his hand on Caldwell's shoulder, and this man soon let

loose with his pistol.
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Q. Wliom did be shoot ?—A. A niau bj^ the name of Marion Gray, I
think.

Q. Where was he?—A. Close to them.
Q. Was he the man whom he had met before ?—A. No, sir ; that man

was coming in from another direction ; he hadn't met him at all.

Q. He had had anything to do with it ?—A. No, sir.

Q. How long did you stay there ?—A. I staid there until the crowd
was firing miscellaneously, and I got up and left. I didn't stay in that
spot, but moved off out of danger and until the firing had ceased.

Q. How many white men did you see who were concerned in that
fight, not the people you have described?—A. I could not say ; there
was so much firing, so tremendous, and so much smoke I could not see,

coidd hardly distinguish whites and colored.

Q. How many men did you ?ee that were hurt?—A. I saw one man
that was killed, and I saw a little boy that was shot. I think I saw
two others that were wounded.

Q. Were any of these white persons ?—A. No, sir.

Q. You did not see any white persons that were hurt at all ?—A. No,
sir : I did not see any of them that were wounded. I don't think any
of them were hurt right on the spot where the shooting commenced.

DENNIS McCOY—HINDS COUNTY.

Jackson, Miss., June 21, 1876.

Dennis McCoy (colored) sworn and examined.

By Mr. Cameron :

PERSONAL STATEMENT.

Q. Where do you live ?—A. I live in Jackson at present.

Q. Were you at the Clinton riot last fall ?—A. Yes, sir.

CAPTAIN FISHER THREATENED BY SIVLEY. *

Q. You can go on and tell us what you saw and heard there.—A. I

was there last year, and heard the speaking, I belive Mr. Johnston, and
it went off very quiet. I was very close to him when he made his

speech. Everybody appeared to be peaceable, and it went off peaceably
so far as his speech. I heard them call for a gentleman named Mr.
Fisher, and when they hallooed "Fisher!" the colored people there

called "Fisher!" "Fisher!" At that time when they hollooed for him,
he spoke and said he was glad to meet so many there, and to meet his

friend Mr. Johnston. At that, a young man named Martin Sivley, who
was in front of the stand, said, " Yes, God damn you, you have been
with this party a long time, and God damn you, I will kill you." A
colored man said " You listen to Judge Johnston and nobody didn't say
anything, but kept quiet." He said, " Damn you, I will kill you;" and
he and Mr. Neil took hold of him and they went on down the hill.

There was some movement made down that way, and some of them
said they didn't want to have a fuss; they started ahead and vvent down
to the bottom. I had just got acquainted with Charles Caldwell; he
got out of the stand and went down to quiet the fuss apparently. He
says, " Mr. Sivley, we are just now about to open an institute here, and
we would not have anything to happen for anything." Mi\ Sivley said,

"Damn you, I will fix you too," and Mr. Caldwell said, "I am not

afraid of your pistol," and when he got loose from them, he turned and
shot at the colored people.
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SIVLEY THE FIRST TO SHOOT.

Q. Who shot ?—A. Mr. Sivley was the first to shoot and ISTeil was the
next. Mr. Sivley was the first one that fired and from that they con-

tinued firing one right alter the other until there was just a regular en-

gagement, tiring one way and the other. I staid there until seven fires,

and then left and went up on the hill, and stood and looked at it awhile.

Q. Who did you say fired the first shot ?—A. Mr. Martin Sivley and
Mr. Neil the next.

Q. Who was the first man shot?—A. Mr. Sivley.

Q. He shot first ; who was hit ?—A. There was a colored man hit first,

and at the third fire Mr. Sivley was.

Q. How long after Sively shot before Xeil shot ?—A. I reckon about
the space of a minute, or not that long; right after it I suppose, say the

space of a minute.

Q. How many dead men did you see there and how many wounded?

—

A. I never seed but three dead men ; I never seed but the three.

Q. Do you know the names of those ?—A. I don't know; 1 know one.

] didn't know the colored man's name, but I knowed IMr. Sivley.

Q. Where were yon living at that time !—A. In Hinds County.
Q. How far from Clinton f—A. About five miles, in the fifth district.

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. How many white men did you see that were wounded?—A. I never
seed only one wounded.

Q. How many did you see killed ?—A. 1 never seed but one killed.

Mr. Cbilton was killed near his own house.

Q, Did you see liim ?—A. No, sir.

Q. How far was it from the scene of the disorder ?—A. As far as from
here—a quarter of a mile.

Q Had he been at the meeting at all ?—A. I don't know wiiether he
had or not.

Q. He was killed in his yard ?—A He was killed ; I don't know.
Q. You did not see him killed ?—A. No, sir; not at all.

Q. Is that all you know about any afiray at Clinton at that time ?

—

A. Yes, sir.

By Mr. Cameron :

EVERYBODY COMING, ARMED WITH GUNS.

Q. Where did you go the next day ?—A. I went home that evening

—

started home, but before I got there I met I wanted to go back
to Clinton to get my mule. I hitched my wagon there—I met a man
named Fletcher, who lived close by, and 1 asked to go back and get m^-

mule. He said, " It is best not to go back." I said that was very hard.

1 was on one of my males at the time, and I went on then, and came
out in the fifteenth section and came home, and when I started home I

n)et the whole neighborhood of men there; everybody, all coming,
armed with guns; and as I came along Mr. Fletcher parsed by, went
home and got his gun. The whole neighborhood was there.

Q. All white men f—A. Yes, sir ; coming back with their guns, and
I d()d<ied round then and went tlirough the woods. But when I got
about a half a mile from home 1 met some men from Lexington.

THEY" HAD DEAD-LIST MADE OUT.

Q. White men ?—A. I didn't know but two of them. Twenty miles
from Lexington to Clinton, I went tlien to Bill Walker's, one of the col-

ored men. I dodged round and had to leave my mule to get out of the
w.:y; 1 tied him out that niglit, and the next morning went and got it.
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early on Sunday. Abont 8 o'clock, I saw I don't know how many people
all around from every part, it seemed. They wanted to know if I was
at the fight or not. I told them I had nothing to do with it one side or

the other. They had a great'long dead list, one of them had, who they
was going to kill—Wnlker, Charlie Caldwell, and Charles Wilburn, and
Bob Sheik. They had a dead-list made out.

Q. Who had that list f—A, These white men. They asked me if I

knew of any company, and I said " I did not." One of them said " God
damn you, from the looks of your eyes you do ;" but Captain Hicks
spoke up and says " I know that man, he don't know ;" says one of them,
" I am going to take 500 of you to pay for Sivley's death, and Chilton's

and for Thompson's." Thompson got killed there down towards the
Edwards track. That was what they told me. I told them I had noth-

ing to do with it in no shape, form, or fashion. He says " you can't

leave here to-day." They just kept coming forward all the daylong
like men was mustering, each with their guns, some with sixteen

shooters, and some with double barrels, and some 1 saw with pistols

hanging around them that long ; all white men ; the whole crowd
of them, and there was all of 100 or 150 there, 1 reckon. An hour and
a half after they had first started, they came on the train from Vicks-
burgh, and i'u not more than an hour and a half they was there.

Q. Where did the Vicksburgh company get off the train ?—A. They
got off at the depot.

Q. At Clinton !—A. Yes, sir.

E. BAEKSDALE—HINDS COUNTY.

Jackson, Miss., June 23, 1876.

Ethelbert Barksdale sworn and examined.

PERSONAL statement.

By Mr. McDonald :

Question. State your occupation, where you reside, and how long you
have resided there.—Answer. My occupation is that of a journalist. I

have resided in this State since my youth. I have resided in Jackson
twenty-five years.

Q. Of what journal have you the control?—A. Of the Clarion news-
paper.

Q. Published at the capital here '?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. How long have you been in control of that paper?—A. I have
been chief editor of that paper since February, 1807.

Q. Were you here in the State during all the time of Governor Ames's
administration I—A. I was.

Q. Were you acquainted with Governor Ames ?—A. I knew him offi-

cially.

Q. In his official character had you any interviews with him at differ-

ent times ?—A. I had not. I did not have his personal acquaintance,

though I was cognizant of his official acts. »

Q Were ,you well acquainted with the character of his official acts

and his administration during the time that he was governor and held

office in your State %—A. Yes, sir.

Q. It was stated by Governor Ames, in his testimony before the com-
mittee, that the democrats made a proposition to him that if he would
co-operate with them they would support him for United States Senator.
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The Chairman. Did he say that, exactly 1

Mr. McDonald. Yes, sir; I thiuk he did.

Q. Were yoa familiar with the political condition of things in 180S,

at the time the first constitution under reconstruction was submitted to

be voted upon "?—A. I was.

THE CAUSES WHICH LED TO THE DEFEAT OF THE CONSTITUTION OF
1808.

Q. State, as fully as you can, the result of that vote, and the reasons
why the constitution was rejected.—A. That being a question relating

to an important historical event of this State, I will give a full answer.
I will endeavor to set forth the causes which led to the defeat of the

constitution of 1868 when first submitted to the people of Mississippi.

While there was opposition by oi>e portion of the former governing
class to negro suffrage, for the reason tliat they did not believe that

negroes were fitted to exercise the right of suffrage, there was another
class w^ho held that the ballot w^as essential to the protection of the

negro in the position in which he had been placed by the results of the

war. They saw, too, that it was the determination of Congress to invest

the negro with the ballot, and they believed that it was the best lor all

classes not to attempt a futile resistance to what seemed inevitable, but
to make an earnest and fair trial of the experiment. Connected with a
public journal of large circulation, and at that time the official journal

of the State, I advocated this policy, and defined myself, and those act-

ing with me, as couservative reconstructionists.

if the framers of the constitution had confined themselves to the
political enfranchisement of the negroes, and to such changes in our
luncuimental law as this measure demanded, including a suitable provis-

ion to insure the education of the negroes, the constitution would have
been adopted when first presented. The most ])owerful influence brought
to bear against it was the influence of the class which was willing to

concede negro suffrage; and this influence would have been silenced

altogethei', if not made active in sup[)ort of the constitution, but for

other features in it.

It is to be regretted for all parties and for the State that the conven-
tion seemed to regard its mission as limited to the narrow scheme of

fitting the State to the exigencies of private ambition. They so apj^or-

tioned the representation in the senate and house that negro constitu-

encies, combined with the decrease of the white vote by disfranchise-

ment, gave complete ascendency to them.
!No peoi)le could be expected to vote their own disfranchisement, par-

ticularly a people who had hitherto been free ; and, besides, our State
was prostrate. Its sources of revenue seemed to be dried up. State and
individual bankruptcy was upon us, and at a time when we most needed
integrity, sagacity, and intelligence in the governing class, it was pro-

posed to i)lace the government in the hands of an ignorant and uneilu-

cated class, who were incapable of conducting it. Industry, ])roperty,

and enterprise took alarm at the ])rosi)ect of a government in which the
power to lay burdens on these elements of prosperity was in the hands
of those who did not share these burdens, and had not the sagacity to

estimate their eflect. Such a result we felt would breed ger)eral discon-

tent, and to this discontent would be added the hostility of a large
class of men, able and influential, who were to bear a large share of the
burdens to be thus imposed; and, at the same time, to be shorn of their

political rights. Those who felt the want of settled government and
repose, alter being tossed on the troubled sea of civil war, and alter the
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scarcely less distracting political agitations which followed, were mi will-

ing to see the germs of discontent and iutore violent agitation planted
in tbe constitution, and detei mined to avert what v\as viewed as a great
calamity. Iso mere p'oliiical antipathies could have united so much
opposition to any measure, and no ordinary cause could have aroused
so much energy and activity as was dis[)layed in the canvass of 1868.

Tbe negroes heard men in whom they placed confidence, in spite of
the circumstance of their being excluded from oftice and the polls, men
who were willing to concede the right of sufirage to the colored race,

warning them against the adoption of a constitution which exhibited
them to the world as employing the inestimable privilege of the ballot

just coulerred on them to deprive others of that privilege.

A great boon had been coulerred upon them on the supposition that
it was essential to their protection of their rights. This boon was in the
very lirst use they made of it converted from a shield to protect into a
sword to wound. Was it wise in tbe colored race to evince this pro-

scriptive spirit, and thus admonish the whites that the negro desired not
only equality but ascendency *? They were by this unwise measure alieii-

atiug Irom the government which they were erecting- a class of men with-

out whose influence and support no stable government could exist here.

The warnings produced a piolound sensation among the negroes, and
when coupled with assurances that their own rights were not in danger,
never failed to elicit from them emphatic condemnation of that feature
of the constitution which imposed permanent disfranchisement upon the
whites.

Tbe feature in the constitution which forced the whites to mingle with
the negroes in the common schools, or take the alternative of paying the
heavy tax, without any corresponding benefit to their children, while it

excited the opposition of the whites did not enlist tbe sympathies of the
negroes, and it therefore contributed to the rejection of the constitution.

Tbe negroes were earnestly inclined to educate tbeir children. They
had not the means to provide education, and knew that the money
for that purpose must be drawn from the whites. It was quite

sufficient to compel the whites to educate the colored children, without
rendering the burden insulting as well as onerous.

There are other features of the Constitution which tended to increase

the antipathy to it. One of these features was peculiarly offensive.

The provision which compelled suitors in courts, executors, administra-

tors, and guardians, to publish all legal advertisements in certain news-
papers, to be designated by the legislature, and thus support by a com-
pulsory tribute, a partisan press, tended, in connection with other pre-

scriptive features, to give to tbe Government the character of a nar-

row, seltish, and proscriptive party machinery.
I do not believe that, as a general rule, the negroes would have fa-

vored the proscription of the whites at that time, but those who refuse

to listen to the api)eals to them to vote against tbe constitution were told

by men, who had recently come into tbe State to take {jart in politics,

that Congiess insisted upon it, and that not to vote for tbe constitution

with its proscriptive features would be a crime which would imperil their

own newly-acquired privileges.

The constitution which we rejected went far beyond the congressional

l)lan in its disfranchising features. It was not peace; it vvas a dec-

laration of war. It was proscriptive, not so much for the purpose of

punishment as to secure and perpetuate political ])ower to the per-

sons who devised and engineered it through in the convention.

The best portion of the whites in the State have always desired to do

29 MISS
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justice to the uegro, and to fit bim for the grave responsibilities with

which he was su(!deuly invested. The wliite ])eople of Mississippi are

more concerned, if it be possible to f^ffect it, to make intelligent and
thrift}' citizens of the negroes, than any other i)eople in the United
States possibly can be. The interests of the two races, who are per-

manently to occupy the same soil and live under the same institutions

are inseparably connected.
In proof that this is a true statement of the causes which operated to

prevent the adoption of the constitution, the fact may be cited that it

was subsequently resubmitted to the people, with the opportunity of

voting separately upon the objectionable clauses, and it was adopted
by large majority.

The recital of the proceedings would be incomplete if it were not

stated that after the rejection of the disfranchising constitution by a
fair vote, in which all the whites and very many negroes, to their

credit, participated, the men who had been instrumental in pass-

ing it charged that the result was due to fraud and intitnidation,

and went belbre a congressional committee of investigation, and made
oath to that efiect, pretending to give facts and details in support of

their statements, which were manufactured for the occasion. They
appealed to Congress and the President to set aside the popular ver-

dict, and force the constitution upon an unwilling people. Their state-

ments were not credited; the justice of the objections to the constitu-

tion were recognized by the national authorities, and it was resubmit-

ted to the people with opportunity to reject the objectionable clauses,

which they did, by an overwhelming vote.

WHAT GOVERA'OR AMES STATED ABOUT DEMOCRATIC OFFERS OF PRE-
FERMENT.

Q. I will state from Governor Ames's testimony what he said in refer-

ence to the ofiers he understood to have been made to him. I will call

your attention to that, and ask you to state what you know in reference

to it:
,

I wish ^o say also that in 1869 the democracy of that State sent to thi»city and got
the liro<hor-in-law of the President, Judj^e Dent, and took him there and r/m him as a
candidate for governor against Mr. Alcorn. It is a notorions fact that in that party

—

and 1 don't hesitate to say that I imagine I have been approached from time to time
by the opposition witli most llattering offers held forth that, should I change my coat
and become a tool of others, I might receive any honor that I might demand. Cer-
tainly that was the case with Judge Dent ; and in the State of Mississippi that ques-
tion of caipet-bagism or brevity of residence has not i)layed a very important part.

Q. Will you state the names of any leading members of the opposition who have
made this proposit ion to you ?—A. Not unless it is essentially necessary.

Q. You Iwive stated (he fact, and I merely ask you to give you an opportunity to
state them if you choose.—A. 1 say, with reference to that, that any proposition of
that kind would not be made in writing, but in a way that the person whose name I

might give might evade it, or give another interpretation of it. But, as I stated origin-

ally, 1 imagine 1 have been approached, and I have no question, in my own mind, on
that i)oint.

Q. Can you give the name of any person of the opposition ]iarty to you in politics in

Mississippi, who made such offers to you as yon have described ?—A. I think I can,

but I prefer not to do so unless the committee require it.

Q. Do you know their names or the names of any one or more?—A. The events re-

ferred to occurred a number of years since. I think I would be able to name the per-
sons, or certainly ascertain their names without any diliiculty.

Q. From whom would you ascertain them ?—A. The charge was publicly made in a
repnblicau paper, called the " Leader," in 1870 or- 1871, and I think never denied by
the op|)ositiou press.

Q. Were the ijarties' names who made you the offer in that paper?—A. I do not re-

member.

NO OFFER OF PREFERMENT MADE TO GOVERNOR ABIES RY DEBIOCRATS.

A. I have a distinct recollection of the charge having been made that
propositions were submitted by the party opposed to Governor Ames
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that, if be would co-operate with them, they would confer oflBee upon
him— 1 have a distinct remembrance of that charge having been in the
Leader. It was emphatically denied by the paper which I edit—the
Clarion—and proof was called for. The reply was made that it eman-
ated from democratic members of the legislature, upon whom devolved
the election of United States Senator. I addressed a letter to every
member of that body who were democrats, and received an emphatic
denial in rei)ly, that no such proposition was ever made or thought of;

These letteis 1 published at the time—these denials.

By Mr. Bayaed :

Q. Have you stated fully your answer?—A. That is the answer; that
it was denied, and proved to be ials-e. No such offer was made.

Q. Having intimated the general effect—the force of the proposition
made to Governor Ames, as he stated—do you believe there was any
truth whatever in his statement that he was so approached?—A. I

know there was not, for the reason that 1 interrogated the members of

the legislature who were charged with it, and they all replied that they
did not make any such jjroposition. They did so in writing, and their

letters were published.

HOW GOVERNOR ALCORN WAS ELECTED.

Q. How was the radical party inaugurated in Mississippi ; how was
Alcorn's election brought about ?—A. Governor Alcorn was the candi-

date of the republican party, and his election was accomplished to a
great extent, as 1 supposed, and as was then charged, and 1 do not think
contradicted, by the military interference, by the active and decided in-

terference in his behalf of Governor Ames, who was at that time the
district commander. General Ames. He Avas not then governor. I

will state in addition that he was—as the ground upon which I make
this statement—that he was in the convention which nominated Gov-
ernor Alcorn. General Ames was invited to attentl the convention. He
appeared there in person, and was called upon for a speech, and it was
laconic, and in these words

:

You have my sympathy, and shall have my support.

Being a military commander, it exercised very great control over the

sentiments of the negroes particularly, because General Ames was re-

garded as the accretlited organ of the Administration.

Q. Was it a fact, then, that the military arm of the Government was
used in his election in favor of one party ?—A. Yes, sir; the troops were
sent to various parts of the State at that time, and i)ersons were arrested

and thrown into prison ; and the effect of the use of troops against men
who were opposed to that party had very great intiueuce in controlling

and determining the election.

Q. 1 would like to ask that fact whether the Army of the United
States has been used as a party agent in the affairs of Mississippi, and
if it has been so felt by the party to which you belong?—A. Yes, sir;

it has been so felt, for it was felt in that election, and the military com-
mander was seen to go into a political organization and pledge bis sup-

port to its candidates ; and the troops were placed in various portions

of the State, without any ostensible cause other than their presence

would have that effect.

RELATIVE EXPENSES OF THE STATE GOVERNMENT UNDER RADICAL
ADMINISTRATION AND OTHER TIMES.

Q. 1 would like to ask something in relation to the relative expenses

of the State government under the radical administration as compared



452 MISSISSIPPI ELECTION HINDS COUNTY.

to other times. What I wish to bring to your mind is whether there

has beeu an increase of the expenses of the State under this term of
radical administration 1—A. I brought with me some statistics which I

had prepared on the subject ; some recently, and some on former occa-

sions. 1 will take some years, under the rule of lormer times, for the
purpose of answering your inteirogatory.

DEMOCRATIC COMPAEISON OF STATE EXPENSES.

The disbursements were, on account of the State government

—

In 1848 §344,717 00

lu lf:;49 '270, aOO (JO

In IHM 295,932 00

In Itfol 223,6:57 00

In lcS53 229, 2H8 00
In 1857 345,502 00
In 185.8 401,032 00
In 1859 406,015 00

Tliis was for the ordinary purposes of the government.
For the administration injmediately succeeding the war—I suppose

you do not wish me to state the expenses during the war

:

From Octobt-r 16 to May 1, 1865 $296,285 00
From May 1,1865, to Maj- 1, 1807 555,627 00
From May 1, 1867, to May 1, 1868 576,944 00

From May 1, 1868, to May 1, 1869 &02,723 00
From May, 1869, to May,' 1870 302,138 00

Under re[)ublican rule

:

From January 1, 1870, to January 1, 1871 $1,061,250 00
From January 1, 1871, to January 1, 1872 1,329,046 00
From January 1, 1872, to January 1, 1873 1, 596, 628 00
From Jauura'y 1, 1873, to January 1, 1874 1,450,000 00
From January 1, 1874, to January 1, 1875 1,319,000 00

In 1875, exocutivc department 33, 947 30
In 1875, legislative department 118,624 00
In 1875, judicial department 230,025 00

I will state now the different expenditnres on account of the different

departments, executive, legislative, and judicial.

The expenditures on account of the executive departments were

—

For 1848 $8,663 00
For 1854 8, 008 00
For 1858 11,225 00
From May 1, 1865, to May I, 1866 10,429 00

That was tlie last under the rule of the citizens before the republican
government commenced.
Kow, the expenses of the same department—the executive depart-

ment, under republican rule were as follows:

In 1870 $24,200 00
In 1871 34,000 00
In 1872 32,834 00
In 1873 34,973 00
In 1874 54,909 00

For 1875 tlioy were 33,947 30

From January 1, 1870, to January 1, 1871, under Alcorn's administra-
tion, $54,000 were expended on that account and as a secret service fund.

I have here a statement of October, 1875, which I will read. I have
the approi)riation of the legislature—the democratic legislature—for the
present year, and they amount to $L'7,550.

By the Chairman :

Q. The gross amount?—A. No, sir ; I did not give that, but I will

obtain it from the auditor's report, and tile it as a part of my statement.



TESTIMONY OF E. BARKSDALE. 453

The gross amouut of expenditures for the year 1875 is $1,430,192.83.
For the judicial department

:

lu 1H48 8^4,741 00
In 1849 d3, -JtO 00
lu 1855 99,527 00
In 1858 Vii),S2i 00
In 1859 147,000 00
From October 1, 1865, to May 1, 1866 49, 775 00
From May 1, 1866, to May 1, 1S67 163,340 00
From May 1, 1867, to May 1, 1868 191,440 00
Tho expenditures for 1870 under the same department—that was the first

year under the republican rule 320, 399 00

Eepublican rule

:

Iul871 8328,000 00
In 1872 434,973 00
In 1873 300,221 00
lu 1674 308,854 00

For the year 1875 they were 230, 025 00

Tlie appropriations by the democratic legislature for the present year
for the judiciary deparnnent are $70,000.

I take it as a lair estimate ot the expenditures "which will be made
under that department, for it is designed to cover all of them.

NO INTIMIDATION AND NO FRAUD AT THE LAST ELECTION.

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. There have been allegations very broadly and positively made of

the use of violence and intiuiidation during the last election, to prevent
the free exercise of the right of snffrage in the State, and control the
election ; will you state what you know of that, and what opportuni-

ties you had lor knowing '?—A. I will sta*;e my position here at the
capital, connected with the paper published at this place, and my con-

nection with the democratic conservative executive committee of the

State, as one of the advisory counsel selected by it, gave me ample
opportunities ot knowing alj the facts in reference to the canvass. I

can state tha^ there was no intimidation or fraud within my knowhdge.

CAUSE OF THE CHANGE OF RESULT BETWEEN 1873 AND 1875.

Q, What causes existed, to your knowledge, to account for the

change in the result of the election of 1875 from tliat of 1873 ; what
were the causes, in your opinion, for the overthrow ot the republican

party in this State?— A. It was the intense discontent of the people

at the exorbitant taxation, at the increase of the public debt, at ihe

shrinkage, without conesponditig benefit, in the property valuation of

the State, and the general paralysis of industry, and the corruptions of

the party. I will mention that these complaints did not exist with the

members of the party to which I belong especially, but with the prom-
inent republicans themselves.

REPUBLICAN COMPLAINTS AGAINST AMES'S ADMINISTRATION.

For example, the republican club which was in existence at the capi

tal—the only one at the capital—made the same complaints ;
and I, iu

ansAver to that question, will call your attention to a series of resolu-

tions, which were adopted, before the election, by this central repub-

lican club—Jackson ltei»ublicau Club, as it was called. At a meeting-

held in 1874, it passed the following preamble and resolutions

:

The following preamble and resolutions were unanimously adopted by the Jackson
republican club, at a meeting held on Wednesday, the 16th instant

:

" Whereas the burdens of taxation under which the people of Mississippi are now
groaning are too grievous to be borne ; and
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" Whereas these burdens can safely be reduced without impairing the efficiency of the
adiiiiuistratioii of affairs: Therefore,

" Be it resolved, That it is not only the duty but the privilege of the republican party
to, so tar as i^ossible, leniedy existing evils by taking such iiuniediate action as will
secure a reduction of expenditures and a proportionate reduction in the rate of taxa-
tion.

'• EesoJved, That we respectfully present to our legislature, which has been called
upon to assemble to-moriow, the following suggestions, looking to the acconiplishnient
of the desired end, and that we urge upon that body the vital importance ot a careful
consideration of each and every one of them :

" First. The sessions of the legislature should be biennial, and they should be brief.
" Second. We submit that ten circuit judges and ten chancellors are a sufficient num-

ber to perform the judicial service of the State.
" Third. The expenses for public printing should be reduced by at least seventy-five

thousand dollars annually.
" Fourth. The registration laws should be so modified as to prevent unnecessary ex-

pense.
" Fifth. Not one dollar should be appropriated for arming the militia.
'' Sixth. The time of the legislature should not be frittered away in enacting laws to

meet individual or special cases of small and temporary importance to theState at
large.

" Seventh. The session of the legislature to begin on the 17th instant should be con-
tinued until the time for the regular session for IHT."), with the double object of saving
the expense of mileage and of having all necessary legislation in such a state of ad-
vancement that it may be completed at an early day after the opening of the regular
session.

" Eighth. The constitution contemplates biennial elections, and expense, direct and
indirect, of the present system, whereby congressional elecliuns are held in one year
and State ek'ctions in tht; succeeding year, is enormous. We therefoie suggest the ne-
cessity of taking ininiidiate steps to cause the btate elections to be held at the same
time as the congressional.

" We submit that, if the legislature will in good faith adopt the fctregoing sugges-
tions, and such other measures in the interest of ecommiy and reform as may commend
themselves to intelligent and patriotic citizens, they will but perform a sim])le and
plain duty, the public will thereby be greatly beuelited, and the welfare of Missis-

sippi permanently assured.'' •

Tbo same club adtlressed the senate aad bouse of representatives of

the Mississippi legislature on the 2d of December, lt7-i, as follows: •

MKETI>'G OF THE KKPUBLICAX CLUB.

JACKbON, Wednesday, Deceniher 2, 1874.

Jackson Republican Club met pursuant to iirevious notice. Elijah Robinson, presi-

dent, in tlH^ chair.

Tlie secretary being absent, E. A. Peyton was appointed secretary pro tempore.

Unfinished business being in order, on motion, H. W. Kobinson ^^as elected assistant

secretary; J. L. Lake, jr., treasurer; and Adam Austin, sergeant-at-arms.
On motion, it was ordered that no money be paid out except by order of the execu-

tive committee or by order of the club.

Hon. A. Alilerson being called upon, addressed the club in a few well-timed remarks,
and introduced the following memorial and resolutions to the next State legislature,

which were unanimously adojited :

" To the honorahle the Senate and Ilonse of Representatires of the State of Mississippi

:

" Whereas tlie debt of the State has grown so larg(», and is still increasing with such
fearful rapidity, and the taxes have Ijceome so enormous that they threaten the gradual
confiscation of property in the payment of these taxes; and whereas the members of

the present legislature, before they were elected, promised reform and retrenchment,
and a rigid economy in the administration of th«! government ; and whereas the people
are becoming restless and uneasy, and have just eatise to be alarmed at the present
condition of things— the; large and rapidly-increasing debt of the State, the enormous
e.\|)ensesot' the go\ ernnieiit, the burdensome taxations to met^t these expenses, and the
failure of the legislature to retrench and reform as proujised, and to administer the
government with ligid economy ; ;ind whereas the great excess of legislation, occa-
sioned by the too freriuent nusctings of the legislature and the long protracted sessions,

the repealing, amending, and modifying of the old laws, and enacting loosely-made new
ones, have made many of the laws so obscure and uncertain that it is almost impossible
to under.>.tand them: iherefore,

" Bcsolced, That the republican club of the city of Jackson appeals most earnastly
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to tlie justice, moderatiou, and wisdom of the members of the legislature to remember
their promises of reform aud retreuchmeut, made to the people, and adopt such meas-
ures as will prove to the burdened aiul oppressed tax-payers ibat they were honest aud
sincere in those promises, and that they intend to carry out the pledges of economy
thus made.

" licwlrcd, That one of the reforms insisted upon Ijy the people, and most earnestly
denianiied of the legislatuie, is the passage of a joint iesoli;tion jjroposing au amend-
ment to the sixth section of the fourth aiticle of the constitution of the 8tate, to be
submitted to I he people lor their ratilication aud approval at the next general election.

The amendment proposed is as follows, to wit

:

" 'The political year shall begin on the first Monday of January, and tbe legislature

shall meet vot more ihan once in every tivo yearn, on the first Tuesday after the first Mon-
day in January, at the seat of government, and shall not remain in session longer than
sixty days : Piunded, The governor, in ease of pressing necessity and for special reasons
given in writing, luay convene the legislature in extra sessions, but such extra ses-

sions shall not eontinu(j longer than thirty days.'
" I^et;olicd, That the republican clubs in every county in the State be r> quested to

join us in an apju-al to legislators fcr leform, aud that they request their representa-

tives and senators to carry out the foregoing resolution, that the expenses of the gov-
ernnieut be Ici-sened aud taxes reduced.

" Ecsolrcd, That our senators and representatives of this county and district be
requested to use all their infineuce to cairy ou ^ the wishes above expressed.

"A'eso/rt'd, That the Pilot and Vicksburgh Times be requested to publish the pro-

ceedings of this meeting, and that all other papers in tlie State favorable to reform be

asked to copy tbe same^aud do all tbey can to reduce the expenses of the government
and lessen tbe burdensome taxation, now so loudly complained of by tbe people."

Captain Lake addressed the club in a few remarks, heartily indorsing the resolutions.

Daniel Crawfurd addressed the club.

On motion, a committee of five was appointed on resolutions, to report at the next
meeting of the club.

On motion, the club adjourned to meet on \yeduesday, the 16th of this month.
E. KOBINSON,

Fremlent.

E. A, Pkyton,
Secretary pro tempore.

These resoliitious were adopted by the republican elnb of tbe city of

Jacksou, and were not dissented irom by tlie republican clubs of any
other portion of the State, that I am aware of.

MEETING OF TAX-PAYEKS AND THEIR ACTION.

At the same time a meeting aud convention of tax-payers was called in

the State, without reference to political party, to second the efibit which
had been made by the republican club to secure a redress of the grievances

complained of. And this convention assembled, composed oi solid tax-

paying men from all portions of the State, without reference to party.

It adopted an address, setting forth the grievances of the taxpayers

and the remedies which they desired to be applied. This address was
unanimously adopted by republicans aud democrats of the legislature,

aud was submitted to that body.

By Mr. McDonald:
Q. The democrats aud republicans in the legislature or in that meet-

ing ?—A. In that couveniion; aud submitted to that body—tlie legisla-

ture—by a committee appointed for that purpose. The legislature took

uo action upon the subject whatever.

By Mr. Bayaed :

Q. When was that petition of the tax-payers presented to the legis-

lature on behalf of the tax-payers!—A. The couveution assembled the

first Tuesday in January, and' the legislature met upon the very same
day. That petition was presented in a few days thereafter.

Q. By a member of the legislature ?—A. No, sir; by a committee of

tax-payers, appointed for that pur[X)se. In the house, on the 19th of

Jauuaiy, ou motion of Mr. Street, democrat, a resolution was passed
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perniitliiig Hie resolution to be read on tlie following day. (House journal,
page lol.) Mr. ISugent presented the petition of the tax-payers, and
the petition was received and referred to the committee on reconstruc-

tion and reform. No other action was taken upon that petition and
memorial by the legslature.

Q. In the other branch, was anything done?—A. No, sir. No action

was taken upon it in the other branch. This occurred in the house.

Q. Was there any report ever made ?—A. No, sir.

Q. Have you a copy of the i)etition'?—A. Yes, sir. No action was
taken, nor any legislation passed in conformity with the petition of the
tax-payers.

Q. I)o you know, after that petition had been presented, was it pub-
lished in the State, in different parts ?—A. It was circulated very largely,

sir, in the State; very extensively.

Mr. Bayard. I will ask you to lile a copy of that petition with the
reporter.

Mr. Barksdale. I will do so.

PKTITIOX AND APPEAL OF THE TAXPAYERS TO THE LEGISLATURE.

Hou. George L. Potter submitted the report of the committee ou resolutions, which,
on uiotiou of Colonel ^Valte^, was uuauimously adopted:

To the Legislature of Mississippi

:

The tax-payers of Mississippi, assembled by delegates in coaventiou, respectfully
sliow ;

That, by reason of the general poverty of the pe()i)l(>, and the greatly depressed val-

ues of all i)roperty, and especiallyof our great .stuplc, the present rate of taxation is

an intolerable burden, and uuich beyoud tbiir alility to pay.
To say nothing of the very large exi)endi1ureH lor eouiuion schools, the present rates

of public expenditure greatly exceed the amounts deemed sufficient in former days of
abounding wealth.
To-day the masses of our people are very poor, and they naturally feel, as they may

well demand, that iill public expenditures should be greatly reduced, and limited by
the strictest rules of economy to the plain republican system made necessary by their
mjpoverished couditiou.

It was hoped by many that a period of great pros])erity would follow the re-organ-
ization of the State, and provision was accordingly made for a costly government; but
that hope has given place to desi)air. Every da.> the people have grown poon r ; lands
have diminished in value ; wages have grown less, and all industries have become nioie

and more paralyzed. It is daily harder and haider for the jicople even to live; and
many hearts are saddened to-day, bnideiied with dread, lest the httle home, only shel-

ter for wife aiul children, shall be sold away by the tax gatherer.
These terrible truths show that the present rate or exorbitant expenditures must

cease, or the means of the people to pay will soon be utterly exliausted, and their gov-
ernment will be disorganized. A wise statesman will be can-i'ul 1o consider the wants
of the pe()pl(^, and studious to devise, and prompt ro apply net'dfiil remedies, and this

18 what we respectfully ask from the representatives of the people. \Vo are satisfied

that public expenditures can be very largely reduced without impairing the efficiency

of Ihe public service.

It should not be forgotten that the southern people, in theirpoverty, have now to bear
many burdens unknown here in former times. The ])ublic debt of the United States is

enormous, and we all coutribute, indirectly it may be, to ])ay the increased Federal ex-
penditures. We may never see the fax gatherer, l)ut we pay the taxes—they uuike part
of th(< price of the goods wo buy. In addition to this, we have the large expense of our
common-school system. These largo items may doubtless be greatly diminished by a
wise economy, and the people may bear them, thus limited, as necessary burdeus; l)ut

the fact that, with strict economy, such burdens may continue to be great, is a strong
reason for rigid economy of administration wherever it is possible.

It must be remembered that the people of Mississii)i)i sutler not onlj' from the euor-
mous burdens of needless State expenditure, but also from gross waste and extrava-
gance of boards of supervisors ; added to these are the heavy local burdens that ftill

upon the inhabitants of cities aiid towns and the unhappy people of the leveo districts
In Sejitember last, Senator Sherman said to the ])eople of Ohio:
"The first reiinisite of a party to administer the Government now is economy. The

moat difficult to practice, especially after a period of great expenditure. What we
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most need is a very larjie reductiou in Iccal taxes, ai)d slill more, a very great liniita
tiou of the i>nwer of local taxation. Now iuiiunKTable local anthorities, comities,
towns, cities, &c., have authority to levy taxes until this amounts, in many cases, to
confiscation. * * * Ujjon this question of local taxation we ought to have" no I'.ai ty,
or soon incomes will be absorbed by taxes."
Apt words these, and wise, even when addressed to the people of rich and prosperous

Ohio! With what added force do they apply to us who snlfer nuder greater "local
burdens," with the additional weight of enormous State expenditures!
To show the extraordinary and rapid increase of taxation imposed on this impover-

ished people, wo will cite these particulars, viz:
In 1869, the State levy was 10 cents on the 1|100 of assessed value of lands.
For the year 1871 it was four times as great. For 1872 it was ei<jltt and a half times

as great. For the year 1873 it was twelve and a half times as great. For the year 1874
it was fourteen times as great as it was in 1869. The tax-levy of 1874 was the largest
Stale tax ever levied in Mississippi, and to-day the people are poorer than ever before.

It is true that now, because of diminished property and depressed values, the percent-
age of taxation must be increased to the amount of revenue levied in former l iuits ; but
what we complain of is that the aggregate amount of taxes levied on us, in our pover-
ty, greatly exceeds the amount levied in prosperous days. The enormity of this great
iDcrease in the percentage will become mure plain, if we consider the fact that our
present assessments very greatly exceed the market values of the iroperty assessed.
Thus as the people become poorer are their tax burdens increased.

In many cases the increase in the county levies, in the same period, has been still

greater.

But this is not all. A careful estimate shows that during those years of increasing
and most extravagant tax-levies, the public debt was increased on an average annu-
ally over $664,000, a sum of itself suliicient to defray the entire expenses ot the go\-
erument, economically administered. That is, the State spent on an average, tins
large sum each year, over and above the auK/unt collected on those monsfr ns tax-
levies. What may be the excess for the year 1874 is not revealed. All that we know
is, that manjT of the very large appropriations for the year were some time .since ex-
hausted.
The like extraordinary results have followed the operations of the boards of super-

visors, at least in many of the counties. Whether these facts prove a lack of economy
in administration, or are to be regarded as sad proots of the rapid exhaustion of the
means of the people and their consequent inability to pay, they are painful to contem-
plate.

This excest^ive rate of expenditure would constrain even a prosperous people to cry
aloud for retrenchment and reform. It is corrupting in effect, and altogether evil in

its results. But if none of these things existed we should be constrained by still other
facts to make this appeal to your honorable bodj'. The pn sent year has been nio>t

disastrous to all engaged in agriculture, and consequently to all other pursuits. If all

the crops raised in the State this year were sold at present market value, the proceeds
of the sales thereof would not, as many estimate, pay the cost of production and tlie

taxes. In many counties the result was still more disastrous, the crops being almost
a total failure. It is a sad truth that in some parts of the State many of our p'ooiile

arc beginning to sutler for want of food, and very many are restricted in their poverty
to a very few of the necessaries of life. These afflictions fall heaviest at presenJr ua
the very large class of our poor citizens ; but all classes suffer more or less i'roni this

common calamity, and the year of their probation of want and sulferiug is but. just

begun.
fresented in these several views of the sad condition of the people of Mississippi,

our present appeal amounts to this: Shall the few officials, the mere servants ot tiie

peojile, be permitted to fatten and grow richer, while the people grow i)oorer and starve ?

Shall these public servants be privileged to enjoy an extravagant waste ot the money
of the people to the destruction of the property of the State, or will the legislature in-

terpose immediately, and by a vigorous system of wise reform enforce rigitl economy
of expenditure in all departmeuts of the government, legislative, executive, and Judi-

cial, and in counties, cities, towns, and dit^tricts ? Let all snperdnities l)e abolished.

Let every supernumerary be discharged. Let every dollar, as far as possible, be saved
to the suffering people. For the present, and until the S ate has become rich and
prosiierous, let all salaries and public expenditures bo graded, not according to the

merits and capacities of officials, but be reduced and graded to the lowest possible

scale compatible with the efficiency of most rigid economy of administering suited to

the extreme poverty of the people.

Throughout the whole State the outcry against this oppression of excessive taxa.-

tiou and still greater waste of expenditure becomes louder and deeper every day, and
it comes increasing in volume and significant emphasis of tone and expression fr- m
citizens ot all classes and conditions. All fear the approaching ruin, and all suffer from
this common oppression, the difference being only in degree.
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With regard to possibilities for retreuchnient and reform, we quote and commend to
the careful consideration of all the official opinion of Governor Ames aa follows : "There
are opportunities for curtailment in every branch of the goverxrueut." (Message oa
liuance, session la74, p. 3.)

We ask the earnest attention of your honorable body to the following particulars in
which by proper legislation very large sums may be saved :

The public printing, by the grossness ot its excesses, amounts to public robbery.
We submit that such is the practical result, whatever may bo the motive on which the
extraordinary system is tolerate.!. Let examples be cited in evidence :

For the five years next preceding the 1st of January, loul, the average cost of print-

ing for the State did not exceed $8,000 per annum.
For the five years commencing with the fiscal year 1870, the average cost of the

printing for tlie State has exceeded §73,000 each year, being an average excess each
year on the former tf $65,000.

This enormous increase in t'le cost of public printing cannot be attributed to in-

creased expense of performing the public work, nor to the large increase in the number
of our citizens, for the like conditions exist in Mississii)pi and Georgia ; and yet the
recent report of the comptroller-general of GfoigiashowM that the average cost of the
public printing in that State for the years 1872 and 1873 did not exceed $iO,000. Mark
the contrast according to the above average. The cost of the public printing for im-
poverished Mississippi for those two years was over eight times greater than the cost
of the same work done in the same year for the State of Georgia.

The journals of the two houses of our legislature contain a vast amount of matter
utterly worthless to the pul>lic, and their enormous bulk, with supplements added,
might well cause tiie inquiry, wliy were they gotten up in that bulky form if not to
swell the profits of the public printer ? We ci e for the contrast two examples, and one
may verify the figures in our State library. In the year 1850 the jourual.s or the two
houses contained together 1,103 pages. In the year 1873 tlie jmuiials contain together
(),393 pages—that is more than five times the number of pagi-s contained iu those two
journals for tlie year 1850. Those journals ccMitaiu iu full every littlo report that a cer-

tain bill do pass, and thus they are swelled with a mass of useless matter. D ubtless

the enormous difi'eienco in the cost for i>ulilic printing in Mississiiipi and Georgia arises

from the fact that our journals are thus bloated with useless matter, and also tbat offi-

cial reports are primed and charged for more than once, and in part because of exorbi-
tant rates allowed to our State pi inter.

The remedy lor these gross abuses and waste of expenditure is plain. Let the jour-
nals be greatly reduced iu bulk, so as to contain no matter not useful to the public iu a,

legislative journal. Require the official reports to be so reduced iu bulk as to contain
only essential matteis, and those to be stated in briefest iutelligil)le terms. Diminish
both numbers and (juantities. Let no documents be piinted and paid for more than
once, and lediiee t > moderate rates the prices for pul)lic i»rintiug. Apply like rules of
economy and justice to the peophs to the public printing of counties, cities, and towns.

In this connection it is proper to call special attention to the district piinling bill,

which was publicly advocated upon the jilea, most extraordinary in a free government,
that it is botb just and proper to tax the general public to sustain iiarty newspapers.
In case of public sales, and in many others, the chief v:;lue of a new8|)aper publication
consists in the fact that it givis notice to the people of the particular county in which
the hale, *S:c., is to be made. If seems a mere mockery, undi-r a pretense of fairness, o
advertise tbe juoperty of the citizen for sale under exiciition or for taxes iu a dislaut
part of the judicial district, and at a point remote from tlie county in which the sale .8

to be made. The same is true of many other notici-s retiuired to be publislied. In vwy
many cas.s of jiublication riquired to be made under the law the seeming notice can
be of no possible use, and yet the poor citizea is taxed with the costs of suc;h useless
publication.
The number of circuit judges and chancellors is far greater than the needs of the

public service require.

Before the present constitution went into effect there were but ten circuit judges in
the State, who not only disebarged all the dutii s imposed on the thirteen circuit judges
now (trovided for, but also perfornu'd nearly all the duties now iiujiosed on twenty
chancellors; and there was no complaint tliat their number was insidUcieiit. By the
lueseiit s_\sli'in (and we ijelieve in that respect it is a good one) most of the business
formerly done by the probate judges is now transacted by the cbaneer.v ch;rks. The
chancellors are almost exclusively occupied in what is strictly chancery or ecjuity busi-
ness, which, as before stated, was f »rnierly within the jurisdiction of the circuit judges.
The litigation iu the circuit and chancery courts is now far less in amount and value
than it uas wIkmi we had only ten circuit judges. The constitutional ameiidmeut, by
whicli the jurisdiction of justices of the peace has been made to include all civil cases
not exceeding in amount $150, and the poverty of our people, by which liusiiu'ss trans-
actions are very much limited in value, have taken away at least one-third of the civil

business of the circuit chancery courts.
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The expenses of the legislative department liave grown recently into enornions pro-
portions. The sessions are now annual, and have been greatly prolonged, and there
has been a great, and, as we respeetfnlly insist, an unnecessarj' increase in the numljer
of its employes, clerks, doorkeepers, scrgeant.-at-arms, porters, and pages. Formerly
all the clerical force needed was furnished to the house of representatives at §1,C>UU, and
to the senate at $1,200, for a session.

We do not wish to be understood as stating that the services of the members of your
honorable body are not worth all that is now charged, viz, 5)500 per annum. TheVe is

no price within our means to pay Avhich could possibly be too high for the inestimable
blessing of an intelligent, working, and earnest body of men, who consecrate their
lives and devote their talents to the study of p( li ical economy and those arts which
make a people great, prosperous, and happy, and who bring to the great work of en-
acting laws for the State the rich results of a ripe and varied experience in court affairs.

But in our present impoverished condition we respectfully, but earnestly, reiiresent
that retrenchment in all parts of the administration is absolutely necessary, and we
cannot doubt 'that the members of your body will initiate this reform by tixiijg their
salaries at the sum paid before the war, which amounted generally to about $-50 for
two years, there being but one session in that time. This sum would be greater than
is realized ou the average by citizens in private life, and greater also than the average
paid members of the legislature by the other States in the Union.
The governor's salary might be, without detriment to the public service, fixed at

$4,000 per annum, which is far larger than is paid by other States in the Union having
no more wealth than Mississippi.

The lieutenant-governor's salary might also he fixed at the price usually paid to the
presiding oflicer of the senate, viz, double the salary of a senator.
The salaries of the treasurer, secietary of state, auditor, and attorney-general we

ask may he fixed as they were under the code of ly.jT ; and the clerks and assistants
allowed these officers reduced to the number and compensation with \he salaries fixed

by that code ; and the salary and expenditures of the State superinti ndent of education
should be reduced to a very moderate sum. His oftice should be a room in the capitol.

And we respectfully ask that the salaries of all other State and district officers should
be fixed at the rate paid before the war. The salaries then allowed were sutlicient to
procure the services of able and competent men, and we feel sure they will be sufficient

now. The truth is that all private ))ursuits are so depressed, and all official positions

so highly remunerative, that tlie difference begets a wide-spread greed for otfice and
encourages that bane of all free governments, the growth of a large class whose sole

interests in the State consist in their reception of tbe eniolumens of official position.

The cost of assessing and collecting the revenue of the State is out of all proportion
to the necessary labor and responsibility required in the discharge of those duties.

The gain to these officers is enormous. Under the code of 1857 the maximum which an
ass^essor could receive in any one year was $500, and the commissions of the collector

•were graduated acct)rding to the amount collected, so that it rarely happened that a
collector received as much as .$1,000 per annum, and he seldom, if ever, received as

much as §1,500 in one year. We respectfully ask that the compensation paid to ; hese
officers should be so regulated as in no case to exceed the sums above mentioned.
The couipensati(jn of the county treasurer should be fixed so as not to exceed in any

instance the sum of ijjSOO per aununi. His duties are light, and his responsibility will

be small if the county levies are restrained as hereinafter asked for.

The lees of the chancery and circuit clerk i»ad sheriff are too high, and, we are sorry

to add, in many instances arc very much increased by t xorbitaut and illegal charges.

We ask that this subject be carefully looked into by the legislature, and the rates so

fixed that while a fair and just compensation is allowed fur tiiese services the burdens
of the suitor shall not be so great as they now are ; and we suggest that the State, like

the United States, will fix a point iu compensation of county officers beyond which the

fees shall go into the State treasury.

In many counties this point might be fixed at $i600, in others at $1,000 or $1,200, but
in no instance should it be fixed beyond $2,000 lor clerks and $2,500 for sheritf, includ-

ing their gains as tax-collectors.

The jail-fees are a great burden ou the people. They are now too high, and yet iu

many instances extra compensation is allowed by the board of supervisors. They
should be fixed at the cost of a plain and healthy support of the prisouers. Imprison-

ment iu the county jail as a punishment should be made less frequent. Unfortunately

many who are guilty of petty misdemeanors feel neither the burden nor the disgrace

of imprisonment iu the county jail. We leave it to the wisdom of the legislature to

devise some other mode of punishment which, without iufiictiug corporal pam or bring-

ing forward any badge of slavery, may yet prove more efficacious iu reforming offenU-

ers and be less expensive to the tax-payers.

The law also shouhl require the convicts sentenced to the penitentiary to be imme-
diately removed to the State prison. They are now, in mauy instances, lelt in the

county jails for many months, to the great cost of the several counties. The jail fees

for a day should not exceed oO cents.
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The salaries of inspectors of the peniteutiary ought to be saved to the State by im-
posing the very light duties O- these offices on other State ol3ticers, or on competent cit-

izens, without salaries.

The trustees of the insane, deaf and dumb, and blind asylums should be prohibited
from using anj- of the funds appropriated to these institutions in the way of salaries or
fees to themselves.
The approi>riations to the State universities are beyond the means of the State to

pay, and beyond the necessities of these institutions.

The salaries and mileage i)aid to the trustees of these Institutions ought to be pro-
hibited. The duties of these cfScers are extremely light and highly honorable; like
services of all other institutions of learning in the State, and throughout the Union,
are rendered by the best citizens without compensation.
Again, the expenditure of the State's money, poor as the people are, and laboring un-

der the most crushing taxation, for the board and support of certa in students, is wrong.
The State is under no obligation to furnish these favored few witii what is denied to
the children of the State at large. The State supposes she discharges her duty to the
great muss of her children when she I'niuishes schools free of tuition for four months iu
the year. These schools are for the people at large ; the colleges and universities ;\re

for the more fortunate few. Not more than one in a thousand, even in the most fa-

vored countries, ever go to college. It is wntng that nine hundred and ninety-nine
should be burdened with a taxation so crushing that they are deprived in iiuiny in-

stances of the means of even going to a conmion-school, in older that one fortunate
person shall have extraordinary benefits denied to the others. We therefore ask tiiat

the scholarships in the two 'universities be abolished. These remarks apply also to
the nornuil-schools.

While we cordially indorse the wisdom of that policy which extends to the children
of the State the advantages of a free c mnion-school education, we respectfully submit
that our present legislation in that respect is radically defective in theory, and in its

practical workings is a great wrong, rather than oi benefit to her citizens. The present
rate of taxation for purposes of education, a:i<l tiie appropriations made lor that [lurpose,

auu)unt8 to the enormous sum of Ijtw.^jOOO annually
;
greatly more than is necessary for

carrying on the State government. We suggest that the mistake in this matter
has been this: The attempt has been made on an impover.shed State, with all

its industrial pursuits in a deranged and constantly changing condition, and all

of its property values greatly depreciated, to suddeidy inaugurate a complete sys-
tem of commoTi schools, fully adefjuate to the wants of tlie whole people of the
State, and to extend this even to a collegiate education. While this would lie well
enough perhaps in a great, prosperous, and wealthy conimonweylth, yet the attempt
in our State in its present condition has been prodiutive of such an enormous taxation
as to bring ruin to the doors of the parent iu the attempt to educate the child, and to
produce in the public mind .-i grow.ng and annu;;lly increasing Inisiility to the poiicj'

of free edne.-ilion itself. We therefore respectfully suggest a thorough change of the
law in this respect ; that the jiresent tax fori ducational purposes be greatly reduced ; that
free education be restricted sinijjly to elementary grammar-schools ; that the pay of
county superintendents be reduced as heiein recommended, and that the efl'ort bo
directed to the gradual and economical building up of a comincju school system which
shall not by its enormous exactions excite the hostility of the citizen, but will rather
attract to itself his sui(])ort and atfection.

The commissioner of inunigraticn is an unnecessary office. His duties are nothing
;

his services of no value. We suggest that his salary might be abolished, or be made
merely uomimil, and all appro])iiations subject to his control be repealed.

The salaries of county supeiintendents of education might be saved by uniting that
office having such light duties with that of slierift', with an extra compensation of $.")!)

per annuu), except when tlie services of a (ompeteut citizen can be got for that sum.
TIk^ salaries of tea( hers in common-schools are far greater than is necessary to se-

cure the services of the j)ersons employed. For second-class schools, $"25 per month
would be ample, and for tirst-class, l$r)0.

On this subject we suggest that a constitutional amendment is necessary in order to
give to th<! present common-schools the benefits of fines, forfeitures, and licenses now
required to be funded.
The sessions of the legislature should be biennial. It is within the power of the

legislature to l\x by law that it should meet only once in two years. This is the ))lain

meaning of section 0, Art. II of the constimtion. We ask, however, that biennial
sessions be not left to the discretion of the legislature, but that the rule be adopted by
constitutional amendment.
The constitution should also be amended so as to prohibit all special legislation. A

greaft portion of the time of the legislature is now spent in making that kind of legis-

lation, when the same end wouhl be attainabh^ by gtnieral laws.

One of the evils of the times is excessive legislation. Statutes are passed and then
modified or repealed, iu whole or iu part, witiiout duo deliberation, and the result is
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that the statute laws of the State are becoming more and more intricate and confused
at every succeeding session of the legislature. The laws should be plain and simple,
so that the citizen may, without danger or mistake, conform his action to them.
There are many other abuses in tiae administration besides those we have referred

to. We leave these to the wisdom and patriotism of the legislature to correct.
But probably the most flagrant evil of which the tax-payers complain, and the

greatest outrages j)erpetrated on their rights, arise from the action of the boards of
supervisors.

This court is really the most important of any in the State, and should be composed
of the very best men in the several counties. As a general rule, we are sorry to say,
the members of this board are wholly unfit to discharge their duties, and are without
respectability or accountability. This, however, is not the fault of the legislature of
the State, except in so far as it encourages such men to seek for that position. The
county levies, in a large majority of the counties, are extravagant and oppi'essive be-
yond all endurance. The contracts for public work are made without economy or care,

and with a reckless infliifercuce to the interests of the public. These boards, in some
instances, employ their own members to do the work not authorized hy law, merely
for the purpose of making them extravagant allowances. In many instances these
members are wholly ignorant, and are completely under the control of the clerks and
sheriffs of these counties, to whom they make extravagant aUowances. This is a great
evil, and we suggest that remedy which aloue seems adequate. Legislation should be
immediately enacted, fixing the maximum rate of taxation at 50 jter cent, on the State,

beyond which they sliall not go in any instance.
These boards should also be prohibited from making any contracts, or allowances, or

appropriations, except when there is money in the treasury to pay them. And every
such order or warrant so made and ordered, when there is not money in the treasury
sufiicient to pay it, should be declared utterly null and void, and all persons concur-
ring in making or issuing them be declared guilty of a misdenjeanor in office and pun-
ishable lor such, as {".rovided by law.
There is another fruitful source of peculation and wrong in the power assumed by the

board to aUow for stationery, fuel, &:c., to the county officers. Under this head large
and unnecessary sums are allowed for ink, paper, envelopes, sealing-wax, gold pens,
pencils, and printed blanks. The actual cost of these things is very little, and the
actual wants of the officers very small as compared with the amounts fnrnished. It

is the habit of these ofQcers to furnish their friends and favorites with stationery at
the public's expense. The remedy for this is to return to the old rule by which each
officer was reijuired to furnish his own stationery, wood, lights, &c., at his expense,
except alone where bound volumes of record books were required.

There remains another remedy to which wo earnestly, but respectfully call the atten-
tion of the legislature. It is cimlidently believed that either of the following would
tend greatly to the character and responsibility of the board of supervisors. To re-

peal all laws allowing the members thereof any compensation for their services. The
services required of a competent and faithful board would not exceed ten days an-
nually, and the work would be done within that time, if there were no inducements
in the shape of a per diem to prolong its sessions. The services v,-ould not, be more
burdensome than the liability to work on the public roads and streets, and the mem-
bers of the board might be exempted from the latter duty as v.-ell as from jury service.

It is believed that if no compensation were allowed, no citizen would seek the office,

but that the people could find, without difficulty, a sufficient number of the very best

men to discharge the highly honorable and responsible duties of members of the
b<!ard of supervisors. But if this be deemed wrong, then we suggest that the com-
peusaiiou of the members of the board be reduced to ,$25 jier annum, and that each
member be required to give bond and security in the penalty of |i-2,000, at least, by
which he shall be l)Otind to a faithful perfurmance of the dniies of his office, and in

which he shall be liable for all illegal allowances for which he may have voted. And
it shall be provided that in every ii stance where an allowance or ap[)ropriation of

money is made the names of the meuibers voting for and against should be recorded,

and that such names voting for such appropriation be emljraced in every warrant is-

sued on such appropriation. And in case the alternative of a salary, is adopted, then
it should be provided that no warrant for such salary should be issued in any case, ex-

cept where there is money in the treasury sufficient to jiay it afcer first paying all

prior warrants ordered by the board.
The necessities of the people demand further time within which to pay their taxes

for the year 1H74. A delay of sixty or ninety days would afford great and needful re-

lief; and if then the lands of delinquents have to be sold, the period of redemption
should be two years and the damages 25 per cent, for each year.

We feel constrained to call your attention to the many thousand acres of land now
held by the State under sales for taxes in arrears and unpaid. Practically, these lands

are a burden to the State, and useless for all revenue purposes. Many of them were
sold during the last war, and some in 1848. If the titles could be depended upon at
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all, it would be wise to Imshantl tlie resources thus provided and await the develop-
ments of the future ; hnt the tax titles, we may fairly assume, arc all worthless. Tije
great object to he secured is, to make these lands available for purposes of revenue,
and we sn<(gcst that the owners, or parties interested therein, be allowed to redeem
them on payment of the State tax for 1874, and if not redeemed by the 1st ofJuly next
that they may be sold to any one npon the same terms. Nor would \^ e restrict any one
as to the rij^ht to purchase ; and would allow any man to buy any quantity he may
desire. This policy would defeat the j)urpose of those who suffer their lauds to be held
by the State because of the invalidity of her tax-titles.

CONCLUSION.

In conclusion we beg to assure your honorable bodies that in thus exercising the
sacred right of petition we have not intended to cast ary rellection upon this or former
kgislatuies, nor have we been influenced by any motive ot gaming a party advantage.
The members of the convention which presents this petition belong to all partii s. We
regard the great interests of the State and her people, so much impoverished by the
abuses we complain of, as too high and sacred to be made the subject of i>artj- contests.

Mississippi has a soil nnequaled in fertility and in the vari<,4y of its products. Our
climate is genial and healthy. Every element of high prosperity and of material and
moral advancement exists. But, notwithstiinding all this, every business is depressed,
the people discontented and paralyzed. We have the benumbing influence of de-

spair and threatened ruin in lien ot the healthy and vigorous activity and energy of

ho]!eful progress. Aid there yet remains the saddest truth of all. There is distrust

and a want of mutual confidence between the diflerent classes of our population, and
a deep and wide gulf separating the rulers and the ruled. The tax- payers do not de-

sire this, and tliey now make this respectful jietition and appeal to the legislature in

the hope that that body may receive it in the spirit in which it is made, and that such
action may result as will speedily put Mississippi on the high road to prosperity which
shall bless all classes and conditions and extend to every section of the State.

COMPOSITION OF THE TAX-PAYERS' CONVENTION.

Q. Will you state how that tax-payers' convention was composed?

—

A. It was of members of both political parties, solid tax-payiug men,
very generally.

Q. Do you remember who Judge J. S. Morris is?—A. Yes, sir; I

know him.

Q. Do you remember a public letter in which he seconded this ai)peal

on the part of the taxpayers?—A. Yes, sir; I remeiDber a letter he
addressed to the republican club, which 1 have now in my possession

—

the origitial letter. In answer to your inquiry as to the causes which
led to this political revolution, if I shall so call it, in Mississip[)i, I will

quote from that letter. It was dated Vicksburgh, September S, 1874.

Q. Was it published in the papers at the time?—A. No, sir.

Q. Was Mr. Morris's letter published?—A. No, sir. I have the origi-

nal letter iu my hand now. It was addressed to "K. C. Kerr, chairuian

of the republican executive committee of the city of Jackson," and I

will read a single paragraph, if it is desired. It is a paragraph which
bears directly upon the point:

The evils which have for some time past afflicted all classes of our people, arc attrib-

utable, in a large degree to the desertion by high republican officials of the principles

of the party, to willful and flagrant violations of the constitution which they are
sworn to support. These are well known to every intelligent man iu the State, and
will be widely and universally discussed, exposed, and punished iu the uext election.

This is in the handwriting of Hon. J. S. Morris, dated September 8,

1874, he having formerly held the office of attorney-general of the State.

That is the original letter.

COLORED MEN ABANDON THE REPUBLICAN PARTY.

Q. What do you know of the voluntary abandonment of the republi-

can party by numbers of the colored men in the State?—A. I know it

to be a fact, sir. In evidence of it I will state that early in the canvass,
before any riot arose or trouble occurred, I attended a meeting in this

county, (Hinds,) where the colored voters are in the majority, probably
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fifteen linndrecl or two tbonsand, and in which all the connty officers

hitherto had been rei)ublican. In that meetinjr there was a large num-
ber of colored voters. I attended a lueetiLg at the connty seat of Kay-
mond ; iu the i)rocession there were not less, probably, than five hundred
colored men carrying banners and devices ot the democratic party, fully

participating in the meeting. Tliat is one of the many instances that I

can mention. In the county of Eankin. on the day or two before the
election, every thing was quiet and good feeling existed; there was no
disturbance, nor had been; a great many colored men were in the pro-

cession; I addressed it, and many friends participated iu the meeting.
The negroes were fully co-operating with the democrats and conserva-
tives in their organization, and in all its objects.

Q. You were present and observed the tact?—A. Yes, sir; and in

quite a number of counties. I have given this simply as a fact which
came under my own observation. I may mention also a meeting in the
town of Jackson, the capital of the State. A large democratic-conserv-
ative meeting was held on the 27th of October, and a great many colored
men were in the procession, cooperating with the whites in the objects

of their organization.

ADHESION OF COLORED MEN TO DEMOCRATIC PARTY, OWING TO A
DESIRE TO SECURE A CHANGE OF ADMINISTRATION.

Q. State whether that adhesion of the colored meu, or participation
in the canvass, and their adhesion to the democratic party, was obtained
through any intimidation or any kind of violence.—A. My impression
and positive conviction is that it was obtained by a desire of the colored
people to cooperate with the whites in securing a change of our State
aduiinistratiou. They had been promised many things by the repub-
lican leaders who had come into the State to participate in its politics.

It is my positive conviction and firm belief, based upon my knowledge of

the canvass and these details and circumstances, that it was obtained
by the cordial and free-will cooperation of the colored people who de-

sired a change iu the administration of our State government. They
had been prouiised many things in the early organization of the re-

publican party, which were impossible probably of fulfillment, by the
republican leaders, in order to secure their co-operation.

NOT OBTAINED BY INTIMIDATION OR VIOLENCE.

Q. To avoid any misconstruction of any question, or your answer, I

will again ask—for you have not answered my question; my question

is one of exclusion—whether or no the adhesion of these people was
obtained in anyway by intimidation or violence ?—A. It was not. I

will state furthermore that while the colored people desired a change
of administration for the causes I have already mentioned, the demo-
crats and conservatives everywhere ]iledged to the colored meu that

they would secure them iu the full enjoyment of all their rights

and privileges ; that they would make no discrimination against them
in the legislation which would be adopted by that party; that the public

schools should still be kept up, and that in no measure would the

colored people be interfered with iu the rights which had been secured

to then). Under the influence of this pledge, and the willing co opera-

tion of democrats upon it, the negroes by thousands voted with that

party and succeeded in securing a defeat of the republican administra-

tion.

NO AGREEMENT TO HAVE DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEES ATTEND REPUB-
LICAN 3IEETINGS ADOPTED BY THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY.

Q. An editorial published iu a paper called the Haymoud, Gazette has
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been reail bere, and incorporated into the testimony of one of tlie wit-

nessses, as indicating a settled plan upon the part of the democrats to

interfere with the republican meetings by means of organized commit-
tees, composed often or a dozen men, who were to attend and interrupt

tiie meetings and to prevent the objects of the meeting from being car-

ried out I wish to know whether tiiat proposition found favor with the
democratic party in the State generally ; and whether, to your knowl-
edge, it was acted upon. I will state to you that there has been a sug-

gestion made by one or two witnesses that the riot at Clinton was in

some way brought about by the carrying into efl'ect of such a plan,—A.
There was no understanding or agreement or plan of that sort adopted
by the democratic-conservative party. My connection with the highest
authority of that party, the deniocratic executive state committee, au-

thorizes me to say that there was no suggestion or intimation of that
sort given out Irom that quarter. What the editor of the Raymond Ga-
zette may have said, I am not fully aj)prized of. I am quite sure, though,
that there was no i)recoiiaerted and premeditated organization at-

tempted on the part of the democratic party to intcrlere with any repub-
lican nieetings. Some members, 1 will state, may have been attracted
there on that day to obtain information as to the arguments that would
be nnide by the speakers ou the republican side; and some may have
been drawn there by a curiosity to see what was said, as is always the
case with persons of different parties attending the meetings of the other.

But it was in no other spirit to my knowledge. I was not apprized of

any such understanding.

"NO SUGGESTION OK PURPOSE TO INTERRUPT REPUBLICAN MEETING
AT CLINTON.

Q. Was it suggested or proposed, to your knowledge, to interrupt the
meetings of the party, or was such purpose ever carried into effect"?

—

A. It was not, and certainly the riot at CUntou was brought on by no
such ]Mupose or previous understanding, because in fact the democrats
who were there were without j)]eparation for a difficulty, and in conse-
quence, when it occurred, several of them were butchered and brained
while seeking safety and trying to get away from the grounds.

Q. As a u)atter of lact, what was the number of negroes and the rel-

ative numi)er of whites at that meeting?—A. I supi)ose 50 white men
on the ground, and probably several thousand uegroes.

By the Chairman :

Q. In i)oint of fact, was the gentleman present ?—A. I was not. I only
speak iiom such information as I was able to obtain.

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. Is it or not your business to obtain correct statements of facts and
make particular inquiries of events ])assing around you?—A. Yes, sir.

That is my business. That is what I endeavor to do.

Q. How far is it from this city to the place where that difficulty occur-

red 1—A, Nine miles.

Q. There is a railway between here and there?—A. Yes, sir.

GOVERNOR AMES'S MILITATY PREPARATIONS.

Q, Wliat do .you know of military preparations made early in the can-

vass, by Governor Ames, and before any of these riots had occurred?

—

A. While matters were in a condition of profound ])eace liere, though
these causes of discontent existed to which 1 have referred, and which
are stated in the taxpayers' memorial and in the resolutions of the
republican club hei-e in the city of Jackson, Governor Ames, after the
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passage of the law which was known as the " Gatling-gnn bill,'' as if

preparing for war here, addressed a letter to the Secretary of War in-

quiring about Mississippi's quota of arms ; a copy of that letter I have
here:

May 25, 1S75.

Sir : Ey direction of His Excellency A. Ames, governor ofMississipi)i, I have the honor
to apply to you for the statement of arms and other military property issued to this

State since 1860, under act of Congress April 23, 1803, and the acts amendatory thereto.

A communication from the Ordnance Office, Washington, D. C, has been received, in

which the State of Mississippi is charged, under the provisions of an act approved
March 3, 1875, with the sum of .$170,167.31 and a balance due the United States is

claimed of §1,967.66.

The records of this office do not show the amounts of the apportionment for the dif-

ferent years, and, having no data to follow, I respectfully apply to you to furnish it.

I am, sir, very respectfnllv, your obedient servant,
A. G. PACIsXR,

Adjutant-General.

To the honorable Secretary of War,
Washington, D. C.

That was a letter written on the 25th of May, 1875.

On the 2d of June, before the political canvass, Governor Ames ad-

dressed a letter to General Benet, chief of the Ordnance Department,
as follows:

June 2, 1875.

Sir : I have the honor to respectfully apply for a price-list of ordnance and ordnance-
stores as issued from your oflSce, also a book of forms used in the Department if any
change has been made since the publication of the regulations, 1863.

Very respectfully,

A. G. PACKER,
Adjutant- General.

Erig. Gen. S. V. Ben£t,
Chief of Ordnance, Washington, D, C.

Q. What do you know of any military preparations made by Governor
Ames early in the canvass and prior to the occurrence of any of these

disturbances f—A. As I have stated, and cited the letters showing he

was making military preparations. Then, I have an order-book, issued

from the headquarters State of Mississippi, adjutant-general's office,

Jackson, May 1, 1S75, announcing officers of the Mississippi State

militia, during the months of February, March, and April, 1875.

" STAFF OF THE C03^IA^'DEE-IN-CHIEF.

" Brig. Gen. Albert G. Packer, of Holmes County, adjutant-general.

February 25, 1875.
" Lieut. Col. Omar S. Lee, of Holmes County, aid-de-camp. Febru-

25, 1875"—a gentleman who has since proved a defaulter to a very large

amount, in the county of Holmes, and has fled the State, and his where-

abouts are not known.
"Lieut. Col. Jas. J. SpellmaUj of Madison County, aid-de-camp.

February 25, 1875.
" Fourth division.

" Brig. Gen. Wm, Gray, of Washington County. February 25, 1875.

" General Brown, colonel first regiment infantry. February 25, 1875.
" Major-general State militia, Alexauder Warner, of Madison County.

February 26, 1875.-'

These gentlemen were all members of the republican party. That
General Warner was the chairman of the republican State executive

committee.
Of these, Spellman, Gray, and Brown were colored men ; no demo-

crat among them.

30 MISS



466 MISSISSIPPI ELECTION HINDS COUNTY.

After tbe Clinton riot Governor Ames proceeded to perfect the mili-

tary organization which had been ordered by law ; and in the county of

Hinds, under authority known as the "Gatling-gun bill," on the 23d of

September he ordered one thousand Springfield breech-loading mus-
kets to be purchased and directed to the adjutant-general of this post.

After the receipt of those arms they were issued to companies in this

county of Hinds, as follows

:

On the 2d of October SO guns, with accouterments, were issued to

Capt. Chas. Caldwell, (colored.)

On the 5th October, to the same person, 17 were issued.

On the 6th October, 47 issued to Capt. John W. Cleagan, (white.)

On the 7th, 80 stand of arms to Green Tapley, (colored,) with ammu-
nition.

On the 9th of October, SO issued to Ed. L. Gillin, (colored,) with am-
munition.
On the 9th of October, 65 stand of arms- issued to Geo. D. Nixon,

(white,) with ammunition.
On the 10th, SO issued to W. C. Mosely, with ammunition.
On the 11th, 60 issued to Oliver Cromwell, (colored,) with ammuni-

tion.

That was in this county ; issued with accouterments, ammunition, &c.,

to five negro companies in the county of Hinds, and two white compa-
nies.

Almost without exception the appointments were from the republican
party. I do not think of an exception in the military appointments, and
two-thirds of the companies that were commissioned in the military

service were taken from that party. Probably half were commanded
by colored officers.

The following is a full list of the appointments :

First divisiox.—Brig. Gen. William F. Simonton, of Lee County, March 4, 1875.

Second division.—Brig. Geu. Marion Campbell, of DeSoto County, March 4, 1875.

TnmD DIVISION.—Brig. Gen. N. B. Bridges, of Oktibbeha County, March 4, 1875;
Hinds County: Samuel F.Steele, colonel First Regiment Infantry, March 10,1875;
Jasper County : Newton Knight, colonel First Eegimeut Infantry, March 17, 1875

;

Lowndes County : W. A. Monroe, captain Columbus Light Artillery, March 17, 1575

;

E. K. Bliss, tiist lieutenant Columbus Light Artillery, March 17, 1875 ; Grenada County :

C. P. Lincoln, colonel First Regiment Infantry, April 12, 1875 ; llonroe County : James
W. Lee, colonel First Regiment Infantry, April 12, 1875.

Bv order of the commander-in-chief.
A. G. PACKER,

Adjutant-General.

Headqu.vrters State of Mississippi,
Adjutant-General's Office,

Jackson, June 1, 1875.

[General Orders No. 3.]

The following-named officer has been appointed in the Mississippi State militia dur-

ing the month of May, 1875 :

Wilkinson County.—"William H. Noble, colonel First Regiment Infantry.

Bv order of the commander-in-chief.
A. G. PACKER,

Adjutant-General.

Headquarters State of Mississippi,
Adjutant-Gener.m"s Office,

Jackson, June, 1875,

[General Orders No. 5.]

The following-named officers have been appointed iu the Mississippi State militia

during the mouth of June, 1875 :

Loivndes County.—M. A. Brownlee, captain Company A, First Regiment Infantry;



TESTIMONY OF E. BAEKSDALE. 467

T. H. Sinitli, first lieutenant Company A, First Regiment Infantry ; D. P. Moody, sec-
ond lieutenant Company A, First Regiment Infantry.
The following resignation in the Mississippi State militia has been accepted during

the same period

:

Gmiada County.—June 17, 1875, First Regiment Infantry, C. P. Lincoln, colonel.
By order of the commander-in-chief.

A. G. PACKER,
A dju taut-Gen e)'al.

Headquartees State of Mississippi,
Adjutaisit-General's Office,

Jackson, October 1, 1875.

[General Orders No. 7.]

The following-named officers have been appointed in the Mississippi State militia
during the months of August and September, 1875 :

Warren County.—William French, colonel Fourth Regiment Infantry, August 12,

1375.

Fifth division.—Brigadier- General William F. Fitzgerald, of Hinds County, Sep-
tember 15, 1875.

Fifth division.—Staff of Brif/adier-General.—John D. Beaird, assistant adjutant-
general, with rank of major, Warren County, September 22, 1875 ; Wirt Johnson,
assistant surgeon-general, with rank of major, Hinds County, September 24, 1875

;

William R. Davol, assistant quartermaster-general, with rank of captain, Warren
County, September 27, 1875 ; John J. Rohrbacher, aid-de-camp, with rank of captain.
Hinds County, September 27, 1875 ; Marion Smith, aid-de-camp, with rank of captain,
Hinds county, September 27, 1S75.

Warren County.—R. J. Temple, captain Company A, Second Regiment Infantry, Sep-
tember 27, 1875.

Staff of Major-Generdl.—M. B. Sullivan, assistant adjutant-general, with rank of

colonel, Bolivar County, September 24, 1875 ; William H. Comptou, assistant surgeon-
general, with rank of lieutenant-colonel. Hinds County, September 24, lc75.

Hinds County.—John W. Clingan, captain Company A, First Regiment Infantry, Sep-
tember 25, 1875 ; John C. Rietti, first lieutenant Company A, First Regiment Infantry,

September 25, 1875 ; Matt F. Ash, second lieutenant Company A, First Regiment Infant-

ry, September 25, 1875 ; Charles Caldwell, captain Company A, Second Regiment In-

fantry, September 25, 1875 ; Eugene B. Welborn, first lieutenant Company A, Second
Regiment Infantry, September 2o, 1875 ; Porter Kelly, second lieutenant Company A,
Second Regiment Infantry, September 25, 1875 ; Green Tapley, captain Company B,

Second Regiment Infantry, September 25, 1875 : Charles Morgan, first lieutenant Com-
pany B, Second Regiment Infantry, September 25, 1875 ; John F. Duncan, second lieu-

tenant Company B, Second Regiment Infantry, September 25, 1875 ; Nathaniel D. Sueed,

colonel Second Regiment Infantry, September 27, 1875.

Lafayette County.—Victor W. Thompson, colonel First Regiment Infantry, September
28, 1875.

First division.—iS^o,^ o/ Brigadier-General.—John C. Heidelberg, assistant adjutant-

general, with rank of major, Lee County, September 30, 1875 ; Clinton C. Jones, assist-

ant quartermaster-general, with rank of captain, Lee County, September 30, 1875

;

Joseph M. Bynnm, assistant surgeon-general, with rank of major, Alcorn County, Sep-
tember 30, 1875 ; Henry M. G. Spencer, aid-de-camp, with rank of captain, Lee County,
September 30, 1875 ; Green M. Maddos, aid-de-camp, with rank of captain, Tippah
County, September 30, 1875.

By order of the commander-in-chief.
A. G. PACKER,

Adjutan t-G eneral.

Headquarters State of Mississippi,

Adjutant-General's Office,
Jackson, November 1, 1875.

[General Orders No. 8.]

The following-named officers have been appointed in the Mississippi State militia

during the month of October, 1875

:

Sixth division.—Brigadier-General Harris P. Huist, of Pike County, October 2,

1875.

Sixth division.—Staff of Brigadier-General.—James C. Lamkin, assistant adjutant-
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general, Tvith rank of major, Pike County, October 2, 1875 ; Frank Strong, assistant
surgeon-general, with rank of major, Amite County, October 2, 1875 ; Charles P. Hos-
mer, aicl-cle-camp, with rank of captain, Pike County, October 2, 1875 ; Moses Jack-
son, assistant quartermaster-general, -with rank of captain, Amite County, October
17, 1875 ; David C. Bramlett, aide-de-camp, with rank of Captain, Amite County, Octo-
ber 17, 1875 ; David C. Bramlett, aid-de-camp with rank of captain, Amite County,
October 17, 1875.

Warren County.—Adam Bowie, captain Company A, Second Kegiment Infantry,
October 5, 1875.

Hinds County.—William C. Mosely, captain Company D, Second Eegiment Infant-
ry, October 7, 1875 ; John W. Chase, tirst lieutenant Company D, Second Kegiment In-
fantry, October 7, 1875 ; William Williams, second lieutenant Company D, Second
Regiment Infantry, October 7, 1875 ; E. L. Gilliam, captain Company E, Second Reg-
iment Infantry, October 7, 1875 ; Thomas Stevens, first lieutenant Company E, Sec-
ond Regiment Infantry, October 7, 1875 ; Robert Williams, second lieutenant Com-
pany E, Second Regiment Infantry October 7, 1875 ; George D. Nixon, captain Com-
pany B, First Regiment Infantry, October 9, 1875 ; E. W. Partin, first lieutenant Com-
pany B, First Regiment Infantry, October 9, 1875 ; C. E. Marshall, second lieutenant
Company B, First Regiment Infantry, October 9, 1875 ; William Iverson, captain Com-
pany C, Second Regiment Infantry, October 11, 1875; Edgar Gordon, first lieutenant
Company C, Second Regiment Infantry, October 11, 1875 ; Nathaniel Hudson, second
lieutenant Company C, Second Eegiment Infantry, October 15, 1875; Oliver Cromwell,
captain Company F, Second Regiment Infantry, October 11, 1875 ; Virgil Clark, first lieu-

tenant Company F, Second Regiment Infantry, October 11, 1875; Cornelius D. S. Parker,
second lieutenant Company F, Second Regiment Infantry, October 11, 1875.

DeSoto County.—Albert D. Thompson, colonel First Regiment Infantry, October
11,1875; Jeflerson J. Evans, lieutenant-colonel First Regiment Infantry, October 11,

1875 ; Thomas A. Leon, major First Regiment Infantry, October 11, 1875 ; James F.
Pratt, adjutant, with rank of first lieutenant, First Regiment Infantry ; October 11,

1875; Horace H. Hillnian, captain Company A, First Regiment Infantry, October 11,

1675 ; Calvin S. Nesbit, first lieutenant Company A, First Regiment Infantrj', October
11, 1875 ; Henry Odom, second lieutenant Company A, First Regiment Infantry, Octo-
ber 11, 1875 ; John W. Farmer, captain Company B, First Regiment Infantry, October
11, 1875 ; Thomas McCain, first lieutenant Company B, First Regiment Infantry, Oc-
tober 11, 1875; James McLaughlin, second-lieutenant Company B, First Regiment In-
fantry, October 11, 1875 ; Henry Rogers, captain Company C, First Eegiment Infantry,
October 11, 1875 ; Jeny Powell, first-lieutenant Company C, First Regiment Infantry,
October 11, 1875 ; Charles H. Kuowlton, second-lieutenant Company C, First Regi-
ment Infantry, October 11, 1^75.

Yazoo County.—Albert T. Morgan, colonel First Regiment Infantry, October 11, 1875.

First REGniEXX Mississippi Cavalky.—Colonel, Eugene H. McMichael, of Wilkin-
son County, October 11, 1875; lieutenant-colonel, John G. Mills, of Holmes County,
October 11, 1875.

Amite County.—Charles P. Nelson, captain Company A, First Regiment Infantry, Oc-
tober 17, 1875 ; Henry J. Lilly, first-lieutenant Company A, First Regiment Infantry,
October 17, 1875; T. N. Lafayette Anderson, second-lieutenant Company A, First Regi-
ment Infantrj', October 17, 1875.

The following appointments have been revoked during the same period

:

Warren County.—R. J. Temple, captain Company A, Second Regiment Infantry, Oc-
tober 5, 1875.

Hinds County.—Charles Caldwell, captain Company A, Second Regiment Infantry,
October 21,1875; Eugene B. Welborn, first-lieutenant Company A, Second Regiment
Infantry, October 21, 1875 ; Porter Kelley, second-lieutenant Company A, Second Regi-
ment Infantry, October 21, 1875.

Bv order of the commander-in-chief.
A. G. PACKER,

Adjutant-General.

On the L'itli of September Governor Ames addressed a letter as fol-

lows :

September 24, '5.

Sir : I am directed by his excellency the governor to inquire if any militia organ-
izations arc needed in your county to assist the civil officers i

Aie there any threats from the opposition that, in yourjudgment, will be carried into

eftect ; and, if so, will it be possible to hold a quiet and peaceable election?
Very respectfully,

A. G. PACKER,
Adjutant-General.

J. W. Lee,
Sheriff Monroe County, Miss.
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That was coustrned into au iutimatiou that military force sbould be
employed without recourse to the civil authority, if there were wrougs
to be redressed.

Q. Was that letter in response to any demand for aid from that quar-
ter?—A. I would infer not, for no reference is made to it.

Q. I ask the question whether there was ?—A. It seems that if it had
been in response to au inquiry, it would have been referred to. There
is none upon record.

Q. I presume that Lee was republican candidate for sheriff, then
running- for office ?—A. I so understood. I am not properly advised in
regard to that.

Q. Was Caldwell at the time of his commission a candidate for

office ?—A. Yes, sir ; he was a candidate for the State senate. That
was Mr. Charles Caldwell ; and a letter of similar import was addressed
to Matthews, sheriff of Copiah County, and a candidate for re-election.

I know he was a candidate for re-election, though I am not certain

about these other gentlemen.
Mr. Bayard. Lee has stated here that he was.

Q. What other orders do you find which indicate preparations of a
similar character by Governor Ames ?—There is an order, special order
No. 10, October 8, 1875

:

[Special Orders Xo. 10.1

October 8, '5.

Brigadier-General William F. Fitzgerald, fifth division Mississippi State militia, will
order Captain W. C. Mosely's Company D, Second Regiment Infantry, Hinds County
State militia, stationed at Edwards Depot, as soon as arms and ammunition are dis-

tributed to them, to report at Jackson, Miss.
By order of the commander-in-chief.

A. G. PACKER,
Adjutant-General.

[Special Orders Xo. 7.]

October 7, '5.

Lieutenant-Colonel O. S. Lee, aid-de-camp on the staff of the commauder-in-chief, is

hereby ordered to proceed to New Orleans, La., to make any and all arrangements with
the N. O. St. L. «fc C. R. R. Co. for the transportation of troops and supj^lies of the Mis-
sissippi State militia.

Bv order of the commander-in-chief.
A. G. PACKER,

Adjutant-General.
[Special Orders Xo. 6.]

October?, 1875.

Lt. Col. James J. Spelman, aid-de-camp on the staff of the commander-in-chief, is

hereby ordered to muster in the volunteer company of infantry, at Brownsville, Hinds
County, to be known and designated as Company F, Second Regiment Infantry, Hinds
County, State of Miss.

By order of the commander-in-chief.
A. G. PACKER,

Adjutant-General.

October 4, '5.

Dear Sir : I am directed by his excellency the governor to inquire if it is possible

for us to obtain cars for transportation of (300) three hundred men, and equipage for

200 more. The equii)age will require a box-car. The time for using the train to be
fixed at a day within the next two weeks. Train to run from Jackson, Miss., to

Vaughn's Station, and to remain under orders until the men are returned to Jackson.
Very respectfuUv,

A. G. PACKER,
Adjutant-General.

E. D. Frost,
General Manager X. 0. Si. L. & C. Ft. i?., Xew Orleans, La.

Q. In what county is Vaughn Station ?—A. In the county of Yazoo.

Q. What is the date of that letter ?—A. It is written October 4, and
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contemplated tbe removal of troops from Jackson to Yanghu Station,

in Yazoo County.
Q. It contemplated a movement tliere of five hundred men ?—A. Yes,

sir.

October 4, 'o.

Sir : Yours of tbe 30tb ultimo received. General orders are Issued for the militia of

the State to enter active service
;
your offer vrill receive due consideration.

Very respectfullv,
A. G. PACKER,

Adjutant-General.

W. R. Stewart, Esq.,

Kirkuood, Miss.

October 1, '5.

Sir : Can you furnish five thousand (5,000) rations of pork or bacon and hard bread
under tbe authority granted by the Secretary of War for the militia of this State ?

If possible, ship immediately to "William Noonau, superintendent State penitentiary.
Very respectfullv, your obedient servant,

A. G. PACKER.
AdJH tan t-Genera 1.

To the CosniissARY of Subsistence,
Department of the Gulf, New Orleans, La.

September 28, '5.

Sir : I am directed by his excellency the governor to transmit the inclosed dupli-

cate requisitions for ordnance and ordnance-stores on the quota of the State of Missis-

sippi.

I have the honor to be, verv respectfullv, vour obedient servant,
A. G. PACKER,

Adjutant-General.
Brig. Gen. S. V. Renet,

Chief of Ordnance, Washington, D. C.

By Mr. McDonald :

Q. Do you know the amount of the requisition— the quantity '?—A. It

does not state here.

Q. Have you any means of determining what it was '?—A. I have not
at present.

Here is a letter dated September 27 :

September 27, '5.

D.Appleton & Co.,

Broaduay, Xeiv York, X. Y. :

At what price will you furnish one hundred copies Upton's Infantry Tactics, .and

ten sets of copies of the three different arms '? Answer.
A. G. PACKER,

Adjutant-Geniral Mississijyjn.

Appleton & Co., are a publishing house in 'Sew York.

September 27, '5.

Brig. Gen. S. J. Ben6t,
Chief of Ordnance, Washington, D. C:

Can you furnish fifteen hundred haversacks on our quota? At what price ? Please
answer.

A. G. PACKER,
Adjutant- General Miss iss/jy; i.

That is a telegraphic dispatch.

I said there was a similar letter addressed to Mr. Matthews, sheriff of

Copiah County, to the one addressed to Lee, of Monroe County. I find

one addressed to the sheriff of Lowndes County, also.
September 24, "5.

Sir: I am directed by his excellency the governor to inquire if any militia organi-

zations are needed in your county to assist the civil officers f

Are there any threats from the opposition that, iu your judgment, will bo carried

into effect ; and, if so, will it be possible to hold a quiet and peaceable election ?

Very respectfullv,
A. G. PACKER,

H. W. Lewis, Adjutant- General.

Sheri^ Lowndes County, Miss.
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"WHERE THE PKECEDIKG OEDEES AND LETTERS AEE FOUNIj.

That was the form of letter addressed to various sheriffs, and not
elicited by any report or necessity for such proceedings.

Q. Have you stated what book that was ?—A. \es, sir. This is the
letter-book of the executive department.

Q. It is the official book—letter-press copies of these official communi-
cations ?—A. Yes, sir ; from the executive office.

Q. It belongs in what department?—A. The executive department of
the government. It was obtained by me from it for the purpose of this

examination.

Q. Under charge of what official is it?—A. I obtained it from the
private secretary of the present governor—Governor Stone.

CALDWELL'S COMPANY.
Q. State what you know of the marching of Caldwell's company

through the country to Edwards Station.—A. They were marched through
the country from Jackson to Edward Station, and the people thought
that the object was to intimidate, and to produce a race-disturbance
from the fact that it was a colored company, many members of which
had been concerned in the Clinton affair, and that between Edward
Station and Jackson there is a railroad, and the transportation would
be more direct and inexpensive in that way. That would be the usual
way of transportation.

Q. Transportation of what?—A. Of troops.

Q. Was it armed or not, do you know?—A. Arms had been sent there,

as I understand. I was not in the secret of the military organization,

but, I understand, sent there ostensibly to preserve the peace. There
was reason to believe, however, that it was designated to intimidate

the democratic and conservative voters, and produce additional trouble

between the races.

Q. When was it that military companies of colored men were sent

through the country ?—A. About the middle of October.

Q. Was there anj' obvious necessity or occasion for that military

movement at that time ?—A. There was none. There was a perfect state

of quietude in the country.

THE GATTLING-GrUN BILL.

Q. You spoke of the " Gatling-guu bill," what was that?—A. I have,

I think, a synopsis of the bill.

Section 3 of the bill empoTvered the commander-in-chief to organize, from the en-

rolled militia, two regiments of ten companies each, and to purchase four or more Gat-
liug guns, and organize a corps of select officers and men from the infantry to send
with the said guns.

That was passed by the legislature which assembled on the 1st Jan-

uary, 1875. The date is not given.

Q. It was passed the spring before the election ?—A. Yes, sir ; It

was called the " Gatling-gun bill," because the purchase of four Gatling

guns was authorized,' and they were regarded as weapons of very terri-

ble destructive qualities. The appropriation for carrying out the pur-

pose of the Gatling-guu bill was $60,000. Of this, 85,000 were author-

ized to be expended for military supplies and munitions of war. After

that amount had been expended—drawn and expended—the tax-payers

obtained a petition for an injunction, before Chief-Justice Peyton,

against the further drawing of that money, and it was granted by him.

The consequence was that, but 85,000 was expended—used for that pur-

pose. In connection with your inquiry in reference to the troubles be-

tween the races in this county, in that canvass, I will read an extract
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from an article which appeared iu the Times newspaper in this city,

the republican organ, which was to this effect. It appeared in Sep-
tember, 1875.

If notoriously bad and corrupt men are permitted to direct tbe affairs of the here-

tofore peaceful and law-abiding county of Hinds, may vre not reasonably anticipate a
repetition here of tbe scenes of disorder, violence, and bloodshed by which Warren
County has already been disgraced ?

This question was put to us yesterday by a j)romiueut colored republican, and we
unhesitatingly answered, Yes.

This was the first intimation I observed especially, and it seemed to

me ominous that trouble would occur in Hinds County.

LETTER OF EGBERT T. AI.CORN.

Q. Anything else you desire to say iu response to that question ?—A.
There is another foct which 1 wish to mention in connection with the
troubles in this county—in this same connection—as to the necessity of

the military force. I introduce this letter, which was written Sep-
tember IG, 187.5, by IJobert J. Alcorn, the chairman of the board of reg-

istration of Hinds County. You inquired of me if there was any dis-

turbance in the county, any necessity, for the purj^ose of keeping the

peace, of the marching of Caklwell's comi)auy to Edwards Station, as I

understand you : in reply to which I produce this letter from Mr. Alcorn,
who had traveled all through the county, and was presumed to be con-
versant with the condition of affairs iu that county. I may say also

that he was and is a leading republicau ; was recently appointed to an
important oftice in this State by General Grant.

Q. State the office ?—A. Eeceiver of public moneys. His letter was
in these words:

UTICA LETTER—REGISTRATION.

Utica, Miss., Sejytemher 16, 187.5.

To the Editor of the Daily Times :

We closed our work here yesterday evening, and I am pleased to note that i>othing

was said or done to wound the feelings or disturb tbe equanimity of any one. ^Ve
have registered and renewed at this place the papers of three hundred and thirty-sis

electors, out of which number one hundred aud eighty-six arc colored. Persons of
both political persuasions registered without let or hinderance. The citizens of Utica
have treated us kindly, for which we desire to publicly thank them. They are well
skilled iu the code of hospitality, aud our stay iu their midst has been pleasant aud
agreeable.
We are now off for Cayuga, where it is said the registered colored vote somewhat

preponderates that of the white.
Hastilv, vours,

KOBT. J. ALCORN.

DEMOCRATIC IMPRESSIONS OF GOVERNOR AMES'S PREPARATIONS.

Q. I would like to ask you what effect upon the public mind—the
condition of public feeling, had these measures adopted by Governor
Ames. I mean what effect had they in suggesting the idea of violence
to the public mind f—A. His military oi>erations and preparations,
marching and countermarching the troops, most of which were colored

—

all of them were colored, I may say—had the effect of inducing the con-

servatives and democrats, and others, who desired a change of admin-
istration for the causes which were enumerated iu the petition of the
republican club of Jackson, and of the tax-payers convention to think
that it was the determination to carry the election by force, or intimida-
tion, and by military violeuce if necessary.

Q. Had not these threatened military expeditions to Yazoo and other
counties, the effect of alarming the white people and democrats very
much ?—A. Thev had the effect of inducing them to believe that Gover-
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uor Ames was eudeavoring- to carry the eleetiou by military violence
and force. I could uot say it alarmed them especially ; but induced
them to believe there was great danger of disturbance.

Q. Do you attribute to Governor Ames's course, which you have stated
here, in regard to calling out the armed forces of the State at a time
when you say there had been no disturbance, do you attribute to that a
suggestion of violence that led to any contlict afterward ?—A. I believe
that in part caused the disturbance that occurred in our State.

ABOUT MR. CHASE.

Q. State what you know of the man, G. K. Chase, as a Government
detective in this State during the canvass of 1875 f—A. Mr. Chase came
here, I think, about two months before the election, to Jackson, and soon
after he came he sought an interview with General George, who was
chairman of the democratic State committee. He told General George
that he had been appointed to a confidential mission of great impor-
tance, and desired to have a full and free conference with him.

General George replied to him that he would be glad to do so, and
would certainly have such an interview with him with pleasure, and
desired I should accompany him, inasmuch as I had been desiguated
as one of the advisory council of the executive committee, and desired
to have my counsels in any of the conversations that might be held.

Mr. Chase assented, and this conference was held. He stated to us
that he was sent here by the President, at the instance of the Attorney-
General, Mr. Pierrepont, for this puri)ose. He said that General ximes
had made application for troops, for Federal troops, and that the public
sentiment of the country was very much averse to the interference by
the Administration in the affairs of the State by militarj- force ; that
Mr. Pierrepont believed that the necessity did not exist hei-e, and that
it could be avoided; but before taking definite action upon the applica-

tion of General Ames, he was sent here to make a full investigation of

the condition of affairs, and report to him regularly.

With that view he wished to put himself in confidential relations with
the leaders of the democratic party, in order that he might hear both
sides, so that he could reach a fair and just conclusion.

These relations were then established.

Mr. Chase was in constant communication with the chairman of the ex-

ecutive committee and myself, and after what is known as the peace
conference between Governor Ames, a settlement having been agreed
upon, Mr. Chase explained the conditions of the canvass on the side of

the republican party fully to us.

He invai'iably brought the letters and other reports which were made
from the various counties to Governor Ames, stating any causes of dis-

content in the progress of the canvass.

ALLEOED niS AUTHOEITY.
Mr. Chase said he had authority, if he believed it was necessary, to

call for troops, and that they would be sent.

Up to the hour of the election, you may say, this constant communi-
cation between him and the democratic authorities continued ; and the

fact that the troops were not called for justifies his statement to us that

no necessity existed for it.

I will state that Mr. Chase represented himself to be a republican and
the special friend of Mr. Pierrepont, and the agent of the administration,

and he performed the duties of his mission with strict impartiality ; and
it is A ery much to be regretted that his report of the canvass was never
published.
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Q. Did I uuderstand you to say that Mr. Chase informed you that he
had authority to bring here, if necessary, Federal troops to interfere in
the canvass ?—A. He said that a word from him would bring troops at
any moment.

Q. Then your canvass was conducted under that constant threat upon
the part of the Federal administration, through their agent, (Mr.
Chase?)—A. It was, sir; for that communication was made to us as
often almost as we saw him. And we we were enjoined to use our in-

fluence against violence and any cause that would bring about or create
disturbance.

Q. Was he, at the same time, in constant intercourse with Governor
Ames?—A. He was staying at Governor Ames's mansion. In other
words, he was, for the time being, a part of his household.

Q. Did he submit to you the reports and statements made to Gov-
ernor Ames of alleged disturbances, and causes of disturbance, through-
out the State ?—A. He did.

Q. Were you called upon by him to respond, and to explain these
facts?— A. The chairman of the executive committee was called upon
to explain them.

Q, As I understand, you were present?—A. Yes, sir; submitted to
me and General George. When any explanation was to be made, an in-

quiry was at once instituted, and Mr. Chase expressed invariably satis-

laction with the results of the investigations thus made.
Q. The reports made to Governor Ames and the responses obtained

by you were both submitted and discussed with Mr. Chase, the Gov-
ernment agent ?—A. They were invariably.

Q. Did he remain here uutil after the election ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. In the election here of Governor Ames ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did he state personally to you, or in yonr presence, his general
view of the result ?—A. Yes, sir ; four weeks before any other one. I

will say here that I would not have consented to have introduced his
name, at least to have responded to any inquiry, but for the introduc-
tion of his name in the testimony given by Governor Ames.

Mr. Bayard. Ames himself advised the committee to call for this
report, as his testimony shows.

CHASE PREDICTS KEPUELICAI>f DEFEAT.
A. Several weeks before the election was held, Mr. Chase informed

me confidentially, as his opinion, with the full knowledge of the pro-
gress of the canvass on the part of the republicans, that that party
would be overwhelmingly defeated at the election. I expressed some
doubt about it, because I was not able to understand the disorganiza-
tion and breaking-up of the party as he understood it from the position
he occupied. He said lie knew from facts that he would constantly be
receiving that the current of sentiment and feeling was going altogether
against the State administration and Governor Ames. It was over-
whelmingly defeated, but he was the first man who made that predic-
tion. That gave me more confidence, I will state, in the result than I
derived from any other source.

Q. From his statement as to the progress of the canvass on the repub-
lican side 1—A. Yes, sir.

CHASE HAD DETECTIVES.

Q. Do you know whether he had detectives under him, sent to dif-

ferent parts of the State ?—A. He told me he had two, whose names he
did not give me. That seemed to be the only secret he held back.

Q. These men were sent through the State during the canvass
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operating vritb him ?—A. He said they were sent to counties where
violence was reported.

Q. Did YOU know whether he received constant reports from the
detectives of what was going on ?—A. He so stated, and even sub-
mitted an abstract of their report to General George.

Q. And a request was made to General George to account for the
facts—to explain them ?—A. Yes, sir ; that was the effect of his sub-
mitting them.

Q. Did you on these occasions send to the quarter where the com-
plaints were made to obtain testimony ?—A. Invariably, promptly, and
by telegraph.

Q. And submitted your answers to him ?—A. Invariably we communi-
cated the answers we received ; and invariably he expressed himself
satistied with the action taken, and the results following the inquiry.

chase's sources of IiSF0E3IATI0N.

Q. Had not Mr. Chase not only all the means of information that Gov-
ernor Ames had, but also additional and secret means of his own through
his detectives, for learning if your answers and statements were cor-

rect or not ?—A. He brought and laid before us the letters and other

papers which were sent to Governor Ames, and therefore his opportuni-

ties were ample to know everything that Governor Ames knew in con-

nection with the canvass fi^om these sources, and he had besides hisowu
detectives, whose names he declined to give.

Q. Do you know where they operated ?—A. He told me in Tazoo
County for one, I remember especially, be(!ause upon statements he re-

ceived from his detectives, and from some other sources, we had occasion

to make inquiries and investigations.

Q. Do you mean that the operations of the detectives were confined

to that county?—A. I'fo, sir. He stated that they were in other coun-

ties, but I remember that he mentioned their being in Yazoo County
especiaLy.

ABOUT THE G0TEPt^'0R*S MAJS'SION EEEN'G FIRED TSTO.

Q. Some witnesses have been before this committee—colored men

—

who have stated that the governors mansion has been an object of

attack, and I would like to state to you here what Governor Ames said

on the subject

:

Q. (By the Chairmax.) Did you, at any time, receive threats or intimations of

bodily harm to yourself ?— A. As'l stated yesterday, no attempt has ever been made to

intimidate me personally. Of course no person ever came to me and said that if I did

thus and so, certain consequences would follow ; but the mansion where I live was
fired into.

Q. (By Mr. Bayard.) At what time?—A. Just previous to the election.

Q. (By the Chairman.) During the day or at night ?—A. This was at night. I may
say, however, that I did not, at that time, consider myself in any personal danger ; I

did not think that they could well afford to assassinate me. I thought it would be too

great a political blunder, so I really had no feeling of that kind, but since then I have
been informed that the thing was seriously considered. People were seen firing into

my mansion, and the trees were cut. There was a bullet-hole or two in various parts

of the mansion.

Q. This testimony, some of it at least, referred to the demov?ratic

conservative meeting which was held here in the city of Jackson, on
the 27th of October, just before the election.—A. Well, I will state that

previous to that meeting, when it was known there would be a great

crowd of persons, inspired by the enthusiasm of the canvass, when there

would be banners, music, and all that sort of paraphernalia, which gives

interest to a political canva.ss, and it was determined by the democratic

authorities that no device, no flag, no banner, and no thing should
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appear in that procession, or in tbe proceedings in any way to cast rid-

icule or wound llie sensibilities of Governor Ames.
A treaty of peace bad been established, as it was called between him

and the democratic authorities, and it was felt that it was due to him
that there should be no exhibition of that sort.

DEMOCRATS TTATCHFUL THAT NO INDIGNITY SHOULD BE OFFERED TO
THE GOVERNOR.

The consequence was that we were especially watchful that no iu-

diguity should be offered to Governor Ames during that meeting, or
by the procession on the march.
Upon that principle, on the occasion to which reference is made, I

myself was anxious to see to it that no indignity should be offered to
the governor; no hostile demonstrations of any kind, whether firing of
guns or ])istols, or niakiug even jesting remarks, and I took a position
before the head of the column reached the mansion directly in front of
the office, that I might see what might occur. 1 remained there until
the procession had passed.

I do solemnly aver that if any pistol was fired, or remark makereflect-
iug upon the governor, or ofleriug indignity to him, I did not see it,

and I was in a position to hear and see whatever occurred, certainly.
x\s to the perforation of trees there by bullets, I suppose it could be

verified by an examination, but I certainly heard no jMStols. I took
that position directl}' opjiosite the governors mansion in order to see
that the pledge of i)eace which had l^een made should be fulfilled, and
that no indignity should be offered to the governor, because we desired
the agreement should be carried out.

Q. How far is the office where you were to the gubernatorial man-
sion"?—A. About 250 yards.

Q. You were near enough to hear any firing, or any disturbance ?

—

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Were you constantly at your office during the next night and for

a couple of weeks preceding the election?—A. I was occasionally, not
4'onstantly—frequently. Of course it is not my habit to remain, except
on such occasions.

Q. Were you aware that for twenty days prior to the election, and
two days afterward—I believe it embraced that—that Go\ernor Ames
had colored men stationed aroun«l his house as guards, inside of his

fence?—A. I will say personally I was not aware of it, but I heard it so
stated.

NEVER HEARD ANY FIRING.

Q. Did you ever hear evidence, or have any knowledge or information,
that there was constant firing at night toward the mansion during those
twenty days?—A. No, sir ; 1 never did. I am quite sure I should have
heard it. I will remark that there is a police constantly on duty at all

hours of the night on the streets to arrest any disturbance of that sort,

or anything of that kind.

OFFICERS IN JACKSON LAST FALL.

Q. Who was mayor of Jackson last fall ?—A. Mr. McGiil.

Q. Who was he?—A. A gentleman who was raised here, and a repub-
lican, and a supporter and friend of Governor Ames, and candidate on
the republican ticket, so-called.

Q. Who was sheriff of the county at that time?—A. A colored man
by the name of Harvey. I think he was a candidate here; 1 do not
know certainly. He lived here ; had his office here at that time.

Q. He was the man nominated with ^Villiams?—A. Xo, sir.
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Q. What body of police force was there at that time ?—A. It was
small, but sufficient, we thought, to keep the peace in a towu of five

thousand inhabitants.

Q. Were the police under the command of the mayor of the city ?

—

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Your mayor was personally and politically entirely in accord with
Governor Ames ?—A. Yes, sir ; and also the police were under the
command of the city marshal, who was a colored republican.

Q. Did you ever hear or know of any complaint made by Governor
Ames, or any one in his behalf, of the afiair that has been mentioned ?

—

A. No, sir.

Q. Would or would not the discharge of fire-arms in the town be fol-

lowed by an arrest of the parties, if known?—A. Yes, sir; it would.
Q. Who was the district attorney last fall in the county?—A. Mr.

Fitzgerald, who was also appointed brigadier- general by General Ames.
Q. He was politically a friend and associate of General Ames?—A.

He had recently attached himself to the republican party.

Q. Was he at that time personally and politically an associate of

General Ames?—A. Yes, sir ; and he was a brigadier-general of militia.

Q. Was he in this town about that time ?—A. Constantly, sir. Gen-
eral AYilliam Fitzgerald appointed brigadier-general, and, after that, dis-

trict attorney.

Q. At the same time?—A. Yes, sir. He was district attorney also;

appointed by General Ames to fill a vacancy.

COMPARATIVE NU3IBER OF STATE CONVICTS.

Q. Have you any statement relative to the number of convicts of this

State for the last few years?—A. Yes, sir. I have a very complete
statement, which I will give you

:

In 1870. White males G4

White females 1

Total -white Go

Colored males 1/1

Colored females H

Total colored 179

In 1871. Remaining in prison January 1 234
Received white males 22

colored males 104

colored females 4

Total colored 108

In 1873. Received white males 35
colored males 243
colored females 8

Total colored 251

In 1875. Total number in prison 494
• White males 43
Colored males 435

In 1876. Total number received since March 10, 1876 158

White males 11

Colored males 139

Colored females 8

Total 158

Two years are omitted because I have not the statistics.
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Q. Where did you obtain these figures ?—A. From the report of the

superintendent of the penitentiary.

By the Chaie:ian :

PEKSONAL STATEjIENT.

Q. "Were you in Congress before the war ?—A. I was not ; that was
my brother, William Barksdale.

Q. You were clerk of the democratic executive committee of the

State ?—A. I was not. I stated that I was a member of the advisory

council of that committee. J. Horace Potter was one of the other mem-
bers, and hence I was taken into the council and consulted by the

chairman.
Q. What means of information had you at that time, in 1875, in regard

to the State at large, as to the state of public sentiment and conduct of

the canvass '?—A. By the reports which were being made to the execu-

tive committee of the democratic conservative party, and the reports

which came to the executive, which I had an opportunity of seeing

through Mr. Chase, on the part of the republicans.

NO ASSESSMENT FOR SCHOOLS BEPOEE THE WAR.

Q. Previous to the war was there an assessment for the support of

the public schools in the State ?—A. There was not. The sixteenth see-

tioD, as it was called, was set apart for the support of public schools.

NO PUBLIC DEBT BEFORE THE WAE.

Q. Was there any public debt in the State on which interest wai]

paid?—A. Xo public debt properly. The State was custodian of some
trust-funds—the Chickasaw shool-funds especially—but there was no
public debt.

ABOUT CEETAIN BEANCHES OF PUBLIC SEEYICES NOT MENTIONED IN
STATEMENT OF EXPENSES.

Q. What branches of the public service have been included in the

vStatemeut of expenditures, since the re-organization of the government,
that wer^ not included previous to the war, besides the educational

fund?— A. Xone that 1 remember.
Q. Any change in the size of the legislature ?—A. There has been

some addition to the number of counties, and therefore to the number of

members, probably half a dozen in the senate and possibly ten in the

house.

Q. What is the fact in regard to the judicial force ; is there a larger

judicial force now than before the war or not /—A. The judicial force is

very little larger now, because it was reduced nearly one-half by the

legislature, the democratic legislature which now exists. It was nearly

double in the republican administration which preceded it.

Q. You say it has been a good deal reduced, one-half?—A. Xearly.

Q. Uow many chancellors last year, and how many now ?—A. Twenty
last year, and uow ten.

Q. How about the circuit-court judges ?—A. 1 believe that has about
the same proportion, though about that now I might err in my state-

ment as to the number of the judiciary. My attention was not especially

called to it.

Q. Has there not been a pretty large expenditure by the counties for

school houses during the last five years?—A. A pretty large expendi-
ture has been reported, I think, but not actually made, because the

school-houses are very defective, im[>erfect.

EEECTION OF SCHOOL-HOUSES.

Q. Have school-houses been erected in all the counties?—A. Yes, sir;
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some have been erected, but they are uot very numerous nor commodi-
ous.

Q. How many erected in this county ?—A, I do uot remember.
Q. Do you remember any county ?—A, is"o, sir ; 1 cannot give you the

details on this subject.

Q. How do you reach the conclusion, then, that there has uot been a
pretty large number erected in the State ?—A. I reach it from the state-

ments I have seen from various sources in reference to this subject, and
from the reports that are made by the heads of the department ; and
also, furthermore, I speak in reference to what came under my persoual
observation, though I could not give detailed statistics on the subject,

for I have made no special examination in reference to it.

Q. Could you say whether fifty in this county within the last six

years ?—A. I could uot saj'.

Q. Have there been some normal schools established in this State at

the expense of the State since the war?—A. There have been some
schools for which the State has made appropriations—yes, sir, yearly
appropriations.

Q. Do you know the number of these-schools, and the amount of

money appropriated f—A. I know of two only. I do not know the
amount of the appropriation These facts could be easily obtained by
reference to the reports. The superintendent is J. S. Southwright.

By Mr. CA3IEE0N :

NO GENERAL SCHOOL SYSTEIil PRIOR TO THE WAR.

Q. Was there any public-school system in the State of Mississippi

prior to the war ?—A. No general system. There was a fund derived

from the sixteenth section, as I have mentioned, but not a general public-

school system. Schools were most all private, and supported by private

subscription.

Q. What was done with the avails of the sixteenth section ?—A. In

some cases they were sold, and the i^roceeds appropriated to public

schools, or the interest of them appropriated to the support of auxiliary

schools.

Q. But no general system ?—A. There was not, sir.

NEVER HEARD OF DEMOCRATS DE3IANDING DIVISION OF TIME.

Q. Has this fact came to your knowledge that in the county of Mon-
roe the republicans appointed their public meetings to be held through-

out the county, and after these meetings were so appointed by the

proper republican authority, the democrats, knowing of these appoint-

ments, appointed democratic meetings to be held at the same times

and places, and after coming to the ground at the time of the meeting,

they have asked for a division of time ? Is that a fact coming to your
knowledge ?^A. Xo, sir.

Q. Have you ever heard anything of that before ?—A. I never have.

Q. If such had been the fact, is it probable, in your opinion, that the

democratic State central committee, of which I understand you are a mem-
ber, would have been advised of it ?—A. I was a member of the advi-

sory board.

Q. Is it probable, from the official position which you held on that

committee, you would have been advised of that '?—A. It was a county

proceeding strictly. It might have occurred without the democratic

central committee being informed of it ; I cannot say.

Q. In point of fact, you never heard of it before !—A. Xo, sir ; never

before.
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THERE WERE ARMS AT THE CLARION OFFICE.

Q. What number of arms were iu the Clarion office on the night prior

to the last election ?—A. I do not know.
Q. Were any '?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Can you give the committee any idea as to the number'?—A. I

sup[>ose probably 40 or 50.

Q. Who had deposited them there ?—A. The volunteer company of
citizens here, apprehending that there might be a disturbance the next
day.

BUT DOES NOT REME3IBEE WHO COMMANDED THE COMPANY.

Q. Who was the commander of that volunteer company ?—A. I do
not remember.

DOES NOT KNOW WHO ANY OF THE COMPANY WERE.

Q. Who were members of it ?—A. I do not know.
Q. Do jou know any members ?—A. I did not know who any of them

were.

Q. Can you name any ?—A. I cannot, because I was not a member
of the organization myself, and I do not know who the members were.

Q. When were those arms deposited iu your office f—A. I think very
probably they were there for several weeks before the election, after

these disturbances were gotten up. I was apprehensive that there
would be violence myself at that time, and they were deposited there

for protection.

KNOWS OF NO OTHER ARMS SLT5JECT TO DEMOCRATIC CONTROL.

Q, What other arms were deposited at any i^lace iu this city subject

to the control of the democratic organizations ?—A. I know of no others,

sir.

Q. Have you any information of any ?—A. I have none. I will men-
tion that these arms which were deposited at the office were kept there
under guard, and were intended to be used simply for the ])urpose of

protection iu the event of a difficulty, which it was apprehended might
result from the excitement which had been produced.

EXPENSES OF THE JUDICIARY INCREASED.

Q. 1 think you stated that the expense of the judiciary system iu

this State had been increased very largely since the republican admin-
istration had been in power in this State?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Is that owing in part to the fact that the negroes began to be liti-

gants iu those courts and are subject to prosecutions ?—A. ]^o, sir j I

do not think so.

ABOUT THE JUDICIARY EXPENSES.

Q. You think this had no influence Avhatever ?—A. No, sir. I will

give you the reason for my opiinon. It is, that the present legislature,

the present democratic legislature, made an appro[)riatiou of only $70,000
for the expenses of the judicial department during the present year,

whereas the average expense up to that time since 1870, since the first

republican administration was in power, amounted to 6312,000 a year.

That inasmuch as but $70,000 were required to be appropriated iu the
conduct of that department during the present year, while the negroes
have all the rights which belong to the whites and avail themselves of

them, I think that is not oue of the causes.

Q. When does the fiscal year of this State commence?—A. The 1st

of January.
Q. Do you know what amount of the $70,000 has been already ex-

pended ?—A. I cannot state. I will mention that my iuformaiiou upon
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that siibjt'ct was obtained from the auditor of public accounts, the
deputy auditor, Colonel Hamilton, whose statements I have here before
me, and which is $70,000 for the year.

CANNOT STATE THE DEMOCRATIC STATE GOVERNSIENT EXPENSES DUR-
ING THE WAR.

Q. Can you give the committee the statistics of the democratic gov-
ernments of this State during the years 1861, 1S()2, 1863, and 1864?—
A. I cannot; these are the years of the war, and very little attention
was paid to the finances of the State. I have never made any investi-

gation during the years mentioned. The circulating medium was very
variable, and it would be almost impossible to reach a safe conclusion
as to vv'hat the expenses really "were during those years. I have no in-

formation really upon that subject.

RELATIVE VALUE OF GOLD AND CURRENCY DURING AND AFTER THE
WAR.

Q. As a matter of fact, was not the currency prior to the war of great-

er value than the currency during the war—1 do not mean during, but
after the war—during the years, the expenses of which you have stated *?

—A. Yes, sir ; the difference between currency and auditor's warrants,
do you refer to that? Gold and silver was the currency of the State
before the war, and auditor's warrants were then equivalent to gold and
silver. Since, say from 1870 to 1875, they were worth on an average
about 75 cents, and now worth 98 cents.

Q. In point of fact, before the war, the currency was gold and silver,

and since the war it is greenbacks, and they are difl'erent in value.—A.
Yes, sir.

Q. In giving your statement of expenditures before the war and since

the war, did you take that fact into account ?—A. I did not.

DESTRUCTION OF PUBLIC PROPERTY DURING THE WAR.
Q. Is it, or is it not, a fact that, during the w'ar, many of the public

bridges in this State were burned, or otherwise destroyed; many of the

public edifices were greatly injured ; and the levees on the Mississippi

Eiver were also greatly injured and neglected ?—A. Yes, sir.

ALWAYS A DEMOCRAT.

By Mr. McMillan :

Q. You have been editor in Jac^kson here during a number of years
past?—A. I have, with an interval of four years, since 1851.

Q. You are a democratic editor ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And you have always taken a part in the affairs of the democratic
party in the canvass as it occuired ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. \"ou have always been connected with that party ?—A. Always.

By Mr. Cameron :

Q. Is your pa[)er the present oflBcial paper of the State?—A. Yes,

sir.

what WITNESS LEARNED FROM MR. CHASE.

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. You say that you were in constant intercourse with Mr. Chase,

the Government agent, by which you were enabled to learn something
of the rei)ublicau plan of the canvass, and of its progress ?—A. Yes. sir.

Q. Will you state whether it was understood as a part of the plan of

the canvass—whether or not—A. I would not say it was the republi-

can plan of the canvass; it was rather the progress of the canvass, be-

31 MISS
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cause he did not divulge the secrets of the organization farther than
making complaints as to the troubles.

Q. Will you state whether it was understood as a part of the plan

—

whether or not Governor Ames was to go to the Senate in case his party
had been successful?—A. That was the understanding. It was under-
stood that in the event of the success of the party, Governor Ames was
to be elected to the Senate. That seemed to be the general understand-
ing. I could not, however, give you any definite or satisfactory evi-

dence probabl^^ upon that point, because 1 was not fully in the secrets

of the party.

I will say that Mr. Chase did not exjjress that intention of the repub-
lican party to me. He knew it.

Q. How distant is the county of Monroe from here ?—A. It is about
180 miles, I suppose, by railroad.

Q. State whether or not discussions are customary in the political

canvass in this State.—A. They have been.

Q. Is there anything unusual in the fact that democrats attend the
republican meetings, or that republicans attend democratic meetings?
—A. Nothing whatever; it is, on the contrary, quite usual.

Q. What is the custom as to dividing the time ?—A. Almost invaria-

bly done. W'hen one party applies to another for the purpose of dis-

cussion, it is regarded as an act of justice and civility to give it an op-

portunity of being heard and participating in the debate.

BOTH PARTIES BEAT DRUMS AND FIRE CANNON.

Q. It has been testified before this committee, as one of the alleged

attempts at intimidation, that cannon were carried in procession and
fired oif, and drums were beaten, and so on. Will you state whether or

not it is unusual in political canvasses in this State?—A. It has been
the invariable custom in this State. The republican club in this city

has never appeared without a signal of the beating of a drum through
the streets, from the beginning of its organization, and the democrats
have resorted to this same means.

Q. Is there anything unusual or startling in the firing of salutes by
cannon through the canvass by either party ?—A. No, sir ; it has always
been the custom here by all political parties.

Q. Do you know whether, as an expedient for making a similar noise,

the use of anvils has been resorted to?—A. That was the substitute

ibr cannon when cannon could not be obtained.

Q. ])() you know whether the hite republican ratification meeting held
here was not accompanied by the firing of cannon last week ?—A. Yes,
sir; it was,

Q. Do you know what cnnnon it was?—A. I do not know. 1 have
never made any inquiry. I heard the report, and I suppose it was
probably obtained from the military camp; though lam not advised
upon that point.

Q. You mean the United States camp.—A. Yes, sir. I do not know;
I merely suppose that, or infer it. During the last canvass the general
in command of the garrison here loaned to both parties the cannon.

Q. Governor Ames in his testimony at one time stated the loan of a
cannon, by the officer in command of the detachment of troops here, to

the (lemoerats. He subsequently stated that it had been loaned to both
parties, and did not mean to accuse the officer in command of favoritism.

Do you know whether the cannon was or was not loaned by the United
States olficer to both parties during the last canvass?—A. It was loaned
to both parties.
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Q. Do you know any other cannon but this one which belongs to the
United States ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. What is it ?—A. I do not know what. It is occasionally fired by
the democrats.

Q. Does it belong to them?—A. I do not know whether it does or

not. I know that occasionally they fire both; but as to whom it be-

longs I cannot say. It is a small piece, very small.

Q. What I wish to know is this : witnesses have stated here, and
have made intimation of the firing of cannon in processions at night. I

merely wish to know if such was a customary thing in all political

canvasses on both sides.—A. Yes, sir; the commander of the United
States troops here loaned the cannon—the gun belonged to the garri-

son—to both parties during the canvass, and it was used for the purpose
of firing salutes, and so on.

ABOUT GENERAL GEORGE.

By Mr. McMillan :

Q. Was General George the chairman of the State executive com-
mittee of the democratic party during 1875 ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Was he a candidate for the United States Senate before the demo-
cratic legislature elected at the last election !—A. Yes, sir; I will men-
tion, 11' you will permit, that he was not a candidate until after the

election. I heard him state during the canvass that he was not a can-

didate ; I heard him tell Mr. Chase so.

MRS. HAFFA—HINDS COUNTY.

Washington, D. C, July 7, 1876.

Mrs. Alzina F. Haffa sworn and examined.

PERSONAL STATEMENT.

By the Chairman :

Question. Have you lived in Mississippi, and if so, how long f—An-
swer. Yes, sir ; it will be seven years next February since I went there.

Q. Where did you live before that ?—A. In Philadelphia, my native

place.

Q. What was your husband's name "?—A. William P. Haffa.

Q. Did you go to Mississippi with him ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. He is not living now ?—A. No, sir.

Q. Will you state to the committee the time when he died and the cir-

cumstances of his death i—A. Do you desire me to state anything pre-

vious to that ?

Q. You can state just what took place in Mississippi that you think

important.— A. We were there about two months and a half or three

months
Q. When did you go there ?—A. In February.

Q. What year?—A. 1870—seven years next February. Mr. Haffa

went there for the purpose of raising cotton and corn.

Q. Where did you live ?—A. In Hinds County, third district.

VISITED TO define HIS POLITICS.

Q. Near what town ?—A. I cannot tell you how many miles from
Vicksburg, I don't remember ; but we lived within a few miles of Au-
burn, Miss.; 1 think it was two or three miles.
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After we bad been liviDg there about three months we were waited
upon by the owners of the laud, and they asked Mr. Haffa whether he
was a friend to the white

i.
3ple or to the nigger, using a profane word.

They called him outside and I followed him and stood at the door and
heard what they said.

Q. Do you know who these people were ?—A. Frank and William
Bush the owners of the land. William Bush was not an owner, but
Frank was. William Bush was the agent for his wife" and did all the
business connected with the estate which belonged to his wife. Her
name was Molly Bush.

Mr. Haffa said he was a friend to any one, be he black or white, that was
deserving of his friendshij). Then they said to him, " We understand
that you are a triend of the nigger," using profane language ; and they
made some other remarks, I don't remember what; butthey went away, and
a sbort time after that tbey came back and inquired for him. He was
not in ; he was out in the field. They went out there where he was, and
my little boy, who was out there, said that they use*l some insult-

ing language toward Mr. Haffa, and that they threatened him. He
came in very much excited from the field and said to me, "Mamma,

I

am afraid there will be difficulty here."

ELECTED JUSTICE OF THE PEACE.

Then the colored people nominated him for squire—magistrate—and
he received his appointment from Governor Alcorn, who was then gov-
ernor of Mississipi)i. That raised the indignation of the white people.
They declared no northern man should come down there and rule them.
So they sent up a number of petitions to have him removed. Governor
Alcorn said there was nothing against him that be could find out, and
unless there was something else against him than his birth he could not
do anything, as lung as it was the desire of the majority of the people,
who arc colored people.

So then he fulfilled his oiiice for two years, and the first election came
on and he was renominated for the same position, and be was elected
by the people at that time. Then he bad occasion to have some busi-

ness with these people, the Bushes.

MR. HAFFA LASHED.

Q. Was it private or public business ?—A. I have forgotten now ; I
cannot say. They came to the house one Saturday afternoon ; I don't
know what tinjc it was, but anyhow they got the colored i)eople all to
leave tlie premises except one, an old colore<l woman ; she could not
get away. They came to the bouse and asked me if Mr. Hafla was in.

I said, " Yes." They said they wanted to see him. I went to the door
as usual—I always went to the door when there was white people
come around, for I was very much afraid of them myself.
So they got him out by a tree a short distance off, and they had

hitched their horses to that tree. 1 watched them, and they took a
cowhide and commenced to lash him very freely with it. I ran out
.and grasped him around the waist. They said, ''We will show you
'what southern blood is." j\Ir. Haffa never said a word. 1 said, "Mr.
Busli, you have a wife in heaven and a child also, here ; remember what
your fate will be. I am here among strangers." He says, " Well, you
have got no business to be down here among such an illiterate class of

people."

MRS. HAFFA INJURED.

And, finally, 1 kept on, and I presume it lasted over an hour, per-

haps two hours } and they kept on until they got up to the house,
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and then Frank Bush took bold of me and threw me violently against
a sill in front of the door, and the effects of it 1 have never got over
yet. I was laid np in consequence of it for about a month. I was
taken to Jackson, Miss. Senator Caldwell, of Mississippi, a colored
man, paid ray expenses there, which cost him $50. I was there for a
month to be recuperated ; I was not able to be home at all ; they had
no hopes of me.

In the uieau time Mr. Haffa had gone to Jackson to v. b^e his bond for

his position as magistrate for the second term. He was there for a few
days and then went back and attended to his business, leaving me
there.

HER HUSBAND INSULTED—HER BOY FIRED AT.

Then I went home, and there was nothing of any moment occurred
for several months. Then Robinnett, a brother-in-law of these Bushes,
met Mr. Haffa coming from the depot with my little boy, who was on a
mule, and Mr. Haffa was on a horse. Eobinnett came up to Mr. Haffa
and took hold of his whiskers, and told him he wanted him to come
down oft" his horse and he would have it out with him there. Mr. Haffa
somehow got away from him and put spurs to his horse and the horse
ran, and then Eobinnett fired at my little boy.

ATTEMPT AT ASSASSINATION.

Owing to the excitement he could not get out any warrant to have
the man arrested, and there was never anything done with him. So,

repeatedly alter that, the Bushes made attempts at Mr. Haffa, and Mr.
Haffa had always somebody with him w herever he went. He had to

be guarded by the colored pe()j)le. Even in going to the stable, which
was no farther than from here across the street, he was afraid of his

life. One evening after he came home from the depot—he went there
generally of a Saturday to get his mail—a son of a member of the board
of supervisors—I think he was a supervisor; he was an officer any-
how'; his name was Fatheree. I always answered the door if anybody"
called at night, and, in fact, in the daytime as well as night, lor I

thought 1 might do better than Mr. Haff'a. He came to the door and
says, " Is Mr. Haffa in F" Says I, " Yes, sir." He says, " I wish to see

him on business." I said, "• Won't you alight and walk in I" He said,
" No." I went in and told Mr. Haffa, and I went out with a candle,

and he says to me, " Mamma, you go in ; it is too cold for you here,

you will take cold." The young man says to him, " Send your wife in ;

I want to talk about business and it is not prudent for ladies to be pres-

ent." There was a colored woman, a school-teacher, there, standing by
me. Mr. Haffa then spoke in a more emphatic manner than usual, for

me to go in, and I went to turn around with the candle to go in when
this colored woman just shook her head that way, [indicating,] and I

said, " I will not go in ;" and I turned, and at that moment saw a pistol

aimed at Mr. Haffa. He had it cocked, but Mr. Haffa snatched it from
his hand, and made him get down off" his horse, and put him in the cot-

ton-house and locked him up until next morning. In the morning he
knocked at the door and prayed to be let out, and asked Mr. Haffa's

pardon, and said he did not intend anything.
Mr. Haffa thought, probably, on account of the feeling, that it would

be better to be lenient than to use harsh means, though he had him iu

his power; so he let him out; and said he, " Squire, won't you give me
my pistol!" It was a small Derringer pistol. Mr. Haff'a said, " I don't

know that I will." He said, " Will you give it back to me, please '. I

will promise you I won't do any such thing as that again, and I am very
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sorry for it, but I was put up to do it." Mr. Haflfa said, " Who put you
up to do it f and he would not say who it was ; and he gave him back
his pistol, and he went home.
Two or three days after thath is mother called on me—Mr. Haffa was

absent at the time—and made an apology to me for the conduct of her
son. Mr. Ilafla says, " We will think nothing about it ; we will let it

slide, as long as he made reparation for it. In that way probably I can
overcome them I; 7 kindness."

MRS. HAFFA TEACHES SCHOOL AND ADVISES COLORED VOTERS.

Then he came on North here and remained a year, nd he left me there
as teacher. I have been teacher there ever since the public schools have
been in vogue. The school-house was only twenty or thirty yards from
my house, and we held all our club meetings there, and in the absence
of Mr. Hafla 1 attended to the business of the colored people; was their

secretary part of the time, and I did various other things for them.
During the election of McKee the colored people waited on me and

asked me if I would persuade them to vote for McKee. They left it all

to me whether he was the right kind of a man for them to have to repre-

sent them in Congress. I had heard Mr. Hafia speak very happily of Mr.
McKee as well as several of his intimate friends at Jackson, one of
whom, I think, was Captain Fisher: so 1 said to them, "Vote for McKee;
vote the republican ticket straight through; don't allow anything to

influence you against voting that ticket." They liad implicit confidence
in me from the fact of my being there so long ; and they always con-
sulted me in every respect during Mr. Hafl'a's absence.

I taught day school and night-school up to the day of Mr. Haffa's

murder, lie came back, I don't remember exactly what time, but I

think it was in May—April or May, somewhere.

MR. HAFFA TEACHES SCHOOL.

Q. How long ago was it ?—A. I think it was three years ago last May,
if my memory serves me right. Tbe colored people waited on him and
asked him if he would take their school to teach, about seven miles from
there, lie said he did not know whether he would or not. They asked
him if he would take an office at the next election. Said they, " We
are determined to have you somewhere, because we are afraid we are
going to lose you. We are very much afraid of that, and you have got
to remain here with us."

He always consulted me in every question ; said he ;
" Mamma, what

would you advise me to do?" Said I, "Do just as you think best. If

you think it will be remunerative, perhaps you had better take the
school." He said he would give them an answer. So they came again,
and he finally determined to take the school, and he taught the school
up to the time he was assassinated.

WARNED OF IMPENDING DANGER.
The school closed on Friday, and the public school was opened the

following Monday ; and on Monday, the 6th of Sei)tember—I have for-

gotten whether it was between two and three or three and four o'clock

in the morning— but my affidavit that I made out in Jackson has the
precise time, but I luive forgotten now. There was a number of colored

l)eople waited on Mr. Hatfa on the Sunday before. He attended their

Sunday school, and always preacbed there Sunday for the colored peo-

l)le ; and he came back and they said to him, " Squire, don't you feel

atraid of your liie L' Don't you feel timid ?" He said, "No; 1 am not
timid." They said that the white people said they were going to

destroy very many, and that they were not going to escape a liaib, and
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that he was mentioued as one of them. Said he, " O, no ; there is so
much braggadocio about them, I don't suppose they will harm me now,
after we have been living here so many years, and they have attempted
it so often."

J

A FEDERAL OFFICER APOLOGIZES FOR HIS NEGLECT OF DUTY.
I neglected to say that when we were first struck, how he would take

It to court, and a gentleman that has a United States position, he came
to him and apologized for not doing his duty to him. I think he is

now United States marshal. When we first went there he was sheriff,

and tlie Bushes were wealthy, and he said, "Mr. Haffa, it is no use for

you to be buttingyourself against the bricks while you have no money and
the Bushes are wealthy, and you might as well drop the case right away,
for ;\ou can't gain anything."
But Mr. Hatta laid his damages at $10,000. 1 heard Mr. Haffa say that

himself; and he got defeated out of it. Through Mr. Lake not sending
the pajiers to the proper i)lace at the circuit court our damages were all

lost and we never got anything.
When the election came around again Lake came to Mr. Haffa and

apologized to him. He said, " I am very sorry for what has happened;
it was my fault that those i)apers did not reach their destination."

Says Mr. Haffa, " Is It so ?" Says he, " Yes."

Q. Do you remember Mr. Lake's first name "?—A. No, sir. They told

me that he had a position there when I was in Jackson.

ASSASSINATION OF MR. HAFFA DESCRIBED,

We were aroused by the barking of our dog furiously, on the morning
of the Gth of September. 1 holloed, " Who is there?" and no answer.
I repeated it, and there was no answer. And then Mr. Haffa got up
and said, " Who is there"?" They said, "We will let you know who is

there ;" or, " You will know who is there," or something to that effect; and
I said, " My God ! they have the yard full of men." I presume there

were from 50 to 75 men barricading the whole of the house. And they
had not only armed themselves with one or two weapons, but they had
some of them half a dozen, because 1 could see them. They had them
buckled around them, besides the musket that they carried.

They tried to unfasten the door to get in, but we had a small crev-

ice where we could insert our foot between the door and the sill, and I

inserted my foot between the door and the sill and kept the door closed,

and they could not get in. My daughter assisted me also. Finding
they could not get in, they finally took one of the fence-rails and broke
the door down and part of the furniture ; and we were holloing all the

time, "Murder! murder!" and no one came to our assistance. They
could hear me hollo murder for about two miles, as the neighbors told

me afterward. Finally, Mosely, the agent of the Singer sewing-machine,
came up to me and choked me, and hekl a revolver close to my head.

Before he choked me I said, " 1 am not afraid ; if you will take me and
spare my husband that is all I ask." And Mosely said to me, when I

called his name several times, "Sh— ! sh— !" I had a nursing baby then,

and it was lying on the bed, screaming. After I was choked so 1 couhl

not hollo any longer, my daughter came, and she left me and went
over to ber father; and they broke a shutter off the window and fired

at Mr. Haffa; and my little boy told me yesteiday—I have him at board-

ing-school, at least at a house out in Germantowu—he said that he would
take oath any time that it was Jimmy Whitehead who fired one of the

shots at Mr. Haffa; and Sid. Whitehead, the owner of the land that we
rented our land from, he had threatened Mr. Haffa's life several times,

which the children know of.
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They fired twice, aud I went to him, and he asked me to take him to

the bed ; so my daughter and I assisted him to the bed ; and—we had
no light ; it was utter darkness there—and says he to me, " Mamma, I

want water." As soou as I coukl get a light I gave him water and laid

him down, and ran out for assistance, and sent my little boy over to,

some colored people, and they came rushing over.

Finally Sid. Whitehead came along and refused to let me have a
physician ; he said it was no use, that he would die anyhow. Mr.
Hafia spoke as strongly as I am speaking, and he asked tor water, aud
that was all he asked for. He said, " Mamma, I am going to die," and
he asked God to have mercy on his soul, and he laid his head on my
shoulder and expired.

THE WIDOW FORCED TO DENY THAT SHE KNEW ONE OF THE ASSAS-

SINS.

So after the colored people had laid him away I said to Mr. Sid.

Whitehouse, " Moseley is the one that choked me; and he held a re-

volver at mj'head;" and Sid. Whitehouse said, "You know Mr. Moseley
was not here." I said, " Yes, sir 5 he was; aud he spoke out—that is

Jimmy Whitehead—to say that I had to recall those words for the sake
of my life." They i:«ade me recall it, and say it was not him.

PROFANE LANGUAGE—ABIlSE OF NORTHERN PEOPLE—A COFFIN
REFUSED.

They came there together and set up the first night—W^hitehead and
two or three other gentlemen, and they did nothing but use profane
language all the time, and abuse the northein i)eople. They said that

they would show them that they were fully armed now and ready for

war at any time, and that they could not rule over them and do as they
please with them.

Tliey would not allow me to have a coffin for him at all. Colonel
Gnhin, formerly United States Senator here—so he told me—he came
and said, " Mrs. Uaffa, I regret this very much." Says he, " I cannot
get any coffin for you, for they won't allow any travel through."
Do you want to know anything about the other men that were assassi-

nated the same day ?

ASSASSINATION OF A FATHER AND SON.

Q. If you know any others you may specify them. You have not yet
given the date of the night when this took place?—A. This was the Gth
of September, 1875. Well, after Mr. llaffa was gone, the colored people,

who w^ere very friendly toward us, all the colored people, they were
there, and they said, " Well, 1 would like to see any one come to my
house and kill me in as brutal a manner as they did the Squire. W^e
have lost our best friend." The nau)es of the people who said this were
Stevens; and his wile said, " I must go home." He says to her, " Yes,
you better go home, for I will be the next one." Mr. W^hitehead said,
" Dolph,"—his name was Adoph—"you better be careful how you talk,

or the men will be after you."

So about 11 o'clock these men came back to see if Mr. Haffa was gone,

and they were looking like hungry wolves; the most fiendish-looking

men I ever saw. They said, ''Any colored people secreted about your
premises heref Says I, " No, sir." There was nobody in the house
then but my children and Mr. Haifa. I said, "There is nobody here, but
you are i)rivileged to come in and examine the premises, and look up
the chimney." Two of them aliglited, and came in a'nd looked around,

and they said that was all that they wanted to know.
They went over to these colored j)eople's houses, and took the Ste-
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verises, father aud sou out, and stood them on a stump and shot them,
and killed them instantly.

Q. Did you know these peo[)le who came to your house the last

time ?—A. No, sir ; 1 could not know them.
Q. Were they disguised in any way I—A. No, sir; not the last time,

they were not; the first time they were disguised. They did not give

them any warning, any more than they did Mr. Haifa, when they came
in the house aud took them out.

They said they had a large day's work on baud, and that they had to

commence early ; aud during that day they perpetrated a number of

murders. They were after Senator Caldwell, but 1 don't know whether
they got him at that time or not ; I never found out.

THE WIDOW ORDERED TO LEAVE.

Mr. Whitehead then gave me ten days' notice to leave ; and so the
colored people harbored me. I could not get away from there, as no
one came in and out of the depot, for they were afraid to go there.

Mr. Hafta was buried in a rude box, and just the colored people and
my sou weut along. He was just wrapped up in a sheet ; they would
not allow it in any other way.

Mr. Whitehead said that I must leave, that we were looked upon as

spies here. The colored people harbored me until 1 got a conveyance to

take me to the depot. Finally there was a man, an intimate iriend of

Mr. Haifa's, came out with three pistols belted around him, aud sdid he
would take us in.

THE COLORED PEOPLE DISARMED.

They disarmed all the colored people through the country there, took
their arms from them, and would not allow them to have any ; and be-

fore 1 left for the depot they made the colored people break up their

clubs, aud every one of them joined the democratic clubs ; they com-
pelled them to do so or their life, one or the other. They were given
ribbons, and I could see them marching along to the democratic clubs

at Auburn and Utica ; they went to and fro.

CAPTAIN MONTGOMERY GIVES HELP.

We went to the depot, and there they sent for Captain Montgomery.
I had no money, and I was obliged to leave everything ; 1 had not even
a change of clothing; and Captain Montgomery raised me a purse of

between thirty aud forty dollars, and- 1 went to Jackson. I had to make
some purchases there for the children ; aud after I got there 1 was taken
into Mr. Wolfs house, the superintendent of education, and his family

received me very kindly. He was an intimate friend of Mr. Hafita's,

and he said he would do all he could for me; but he could not have me
there at the house at all, because his life would be in jeopardy ;

but said

that he would call on the governor, and that he would send his officials

around to take my affidavit, and he would secrete me at the hotel and
pay my board while I was there. This is the document that he drew
up, [exhibiting paper.]

And he weut around among the republican members of the govern-

ment, and he was chagrined at the republicans not doiug more than
they did. Governor Ames donated $5 and gave me a ticket half-way to

Cincinnati ; and after 1 arrived at Cincinnati with my three children I

had to beg my way on to Philadelphia. I was only a few hours at Mr.
Wolf's house, and then was taken to the hotel there.

Q. How many children have you ?—A. I have two ; I have lost my
baby.

Q. What is your age ?—A. Thirty-eight.
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MISS HAFFA—HINDS COUNTY.
Washington, D. C, July 8, 1876.

Miss Florence E. Haffa sworu and examined.

AGE AND RESIDENCE.

By the Cha.irman :

Question. What is your age ?—Answer. Seventeen.

Q, Where do you live?—A. In Philadelphia, Pa.

Q. Have you lived in the State of Mississippi ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. When did you leave there f—A. 1 could not state the day of the
month, but it was last September.

DESCRIBES her FATHER'S ASSASSINATION AND ASSASSINS.

Q. Your mother has stated that your father was killed on or about
the 6th of September, and that you were present

j
you may state to the

committee all the circumstances that you know.—A. It was between two
and three o'clock in the morning I was aroused by the noise of scream-
ing and knocking at the door, and I got up, and my mother and lather

were standing at the door trying to keep them from breaking in. There
was so many there that the}' broke the door down. I stood there, my
mother and I, for some time, and kept the door closed as long as we
could, and papa he went away to get out of the sight of the white peo-

I)le. They ran around by the window and broke the shutter oft', and
shot through the window at him twice.

Q. Were you near him when he was shot f—A. Yes, sir ; I was about
two yards from him.

Q. Did you know any of the men ?—A. One was William Moseley,
agent of the Singer sewing-machine. I could not distinguish the other
gentlemen at all.

Q. Was he one of the men that shot ?—A. Yes, sir ; he was one.—

I

would not say he was one of the men that shot, because I could not see,

as it was dark, but he was there, because I could tell his voice.

Q. Did they give any reason for shooting your father ?—A. No, sir

;

they did not.

Q. Did you know any of the men except Moseley?—A. No, sir; they
were all strangers; tbeir voices were strange. I just could see their

shadow, but I could not see any of their faces.

Q. Were they disguised ; did they have anything unusual on 1—A.
No, sir; they did not. I could not see whether they had or not.

Q. Doyouknow whethertheyhadguns?—A. Yes,sir; I saw their guns.

Q. How many men were there ?—A. I presume there were 75, if I am
not mistaken.

Q. Did they come on horseback?—A. Yes, sir; they secured their

horses down about half a mile from the house and walked up afoot.

Q. Where did Mr. Moseley live ?—A. He lived about a mile from our
house.

Q. What happened after your father was killed ?—A. About 12 o'clock

there was two or three of the gentlemen came back to see if he was dead.
Q. You mean 12 o'clock of that day ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. At noon ?—A. Yes, sir ; at noon.

Q. Who were they ?—A. I don't know ; they were very strange, in-

deed ; I had never seen them before.

Q. Were they in disguise ?—A. No, sir ; they were not disguised

;

the}' came back with their guns; that was all they had.

Q. Did they come into the bouse?—A. Yes, sir ; came into the house
and looked all around, under the bed and everywhere. They said they
came to see if there were any colored persons there.



TESTIMONY OF MISS HAFFA. 491

Q. What was done about burying your father!—A. About sunset
they procured a rude box and put him in, and about seven or eight of

the gentlemen buried him.

Q. Who were theyf—A. One was Colonel Griffin, and another was
Moseley,and another Koss Whitehead, and another Frank Snow[!J. I

don't know the other gentlemen's names.
Q. Did Moseley say anything about the killing of your father ?

—

A. He said he did not do it. Mother accused him of it right away and
he said he didn't do it, and then Sid. Whitehead, as soon as she said

that, said she better keep her mouth shut or her life would be taken if

she did not ; and she had to apologize to Mr. Moseley that morning.
Q. Was your father a candidate for ofHce at that time?—A. I don't

know. Mr. Whitehead, sr., has threatened father's life two or tliree

times.

Q, When were those threats made ?—A. During the year, about the

first part of the year.

Q. Did you hear any of them yourself?—A. Yes, sir; 1 heard one.

Papa was on his plantation ; he went over on an errand to one of the

houses, and he said, "Itold you never to comes on my plantation;" and
papa said, "I didn't know 1 was on your plantation." He said, "Yes,
sir, you are, and I have forbidden you trespassing on my plantation,

and I want you to get off of it as soon as possible." Papa said, "1 am
not on your plantation, and I don't intend to get off until I get ready,"

or something like that; 1 don't remember the words; and then he went
to the house to get his gun; so papa he came on home.

OTHER PERSONS KILLED.

By Mr. CAMERON :

Q. Do you know any other persons being killed in that neighborhood
soon after your father was killed ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. State who they were and the circumstances.—A. I know Jo.

Stephens
Q. Who was he?—A. Those were colored people; I didn't know of

any white people being killed ; Joe Stephens and Isaac Stephens—and
that is all that 1 know was shot in that neighborhood. We heard the

tiring all daj^ They were galloping around through the woods in that

neighborhood on their horses and with their guns.

A BIG day's work BEFORE THEM.

Q. All day after your father was killed?—A. Yes, sir; they said they
had a big day's work before them, and they thought they would com-
mence with us first; they wanted to get through in time; they were
tiring all day.

Q. How far did those two colored persons, whom you have named,
live from your house 'i—A. About one hundred yards, I think ; 1 am
not sure.

Q. What time were they killed?—A. About half past one, I guess,

or two, at noon.
BURIAL OF HER FATHER.

By Mr. McMillan :

Q. Did you say your father was put in a box ?—A. Yes, sir ; he was
wrapped up in a sheet and put in a rough box.

Q. Not an ordinary coffin?—A. I^o, sir, nothing on it; just a rough
box. It was just as much as we could do to get that. We could not

get the colored people to do anything as the white people had threat-

ened their lives if they came near us to help us or assist us in any wayj
so we done the best we could.
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E. B. WELBOENE—HINDS COUNTY.

Washington, D. C, July 8, 1876.

PERSONAL STATEMENT.
E. B. Welbokne (colored) sworn and examined.

By Mr. Cameron :

Question. Where do you reside ?—Answer. I am residing in Wash-
ington now.

Q. Have you ever resided in the State of Mississippi ?—A. Yes, sir

;

I was bred and born there.

Q. Wlien did you leave Mississippi 'I—A. I left there on the first day
of January last.

THE CLINTON RIOT.

Q. Were you present at the Clinton riot ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. When and where was that riot ?—A. The riot was on Moss Hill.

Q. Wbat month and what day of the month?—A. I think it was in

October ; 1 don't remember the month exactly, but in October, 1 believe.

Q. Now you may go on and state what you saw at that riot.—A. You
mean in reference to the beginning «>>f the riot?

Q. Yes, sir ; 1 will ask you, first, where did you reside when you
were in Mississippi ?—A. 1 resided in Hinds County, one mile south of
Uliutou, where the riot was ; that was my home.

REPUBLICAN AND DEMOCRATIC SPEAKERS.

Q. What meeting was being held at Clinton on the day of the riot?

—

A. A republican meeting was being held. The meeting was given by
the republicans; they had a barbecue and celebration, and there were
speakers invited. It was a kind of joint discussion ; and Amos K.

Johnston spoke first. Alter he got through, Capt. H. T. Fisher, who
was a republican, was called upon to speak.

A RAYMOND COMMITTEE PRESENT TO STOP REPUBLICAN SPEAKERS.

Q. Johnston was a democrat ?—A. A democrat. When Captain
Fisher came upon the stand 1 was standing about twenty feet from
him, in front ot him. There were a couple of young fellows standing
in front of me—Sivley and Thomi)son, of Kaymond. These gentlemen,
we understood, were a committee sent from Eaymoud ; in the event
that the republican speakers told anything there that they thought was
not so, they had a right to contradict them and make them stop.

THEY BEGIN THEIR WORK.
Q. That is, they were directed by their friends to do that?—A. Yes,

sir; that was the understanding. So when Captain Fisher got upon
the stand and commenced to speak—he had spoke two or three minutes,

probably—when this Sivley says, "Come down out of there, you God
damned radical, you. We don't want to hear any more of your lies."

1 spoke to a young fellow by the name of Aleck Wilson, who was
one of our oflicers there to keep the peace ; we had about twenty or

thirty men there that we got the magistrate to deputize and send them
there. I saw Wilson, and said, " Here, I want you to stand here and ine-

veut anything. 1 see a difhculty brewing here." I went and saw Senator
Caldwell, and called his attention to these fellows. Thompson had a bottle

of whisky in his hand. He was drinking, and every now and then they
would holler, " Come down ! Stop your damned lying there, and come
down."
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THEY DEFY' THE OFFICERS AND SHOOT ONE, AND FIRE A VOLLEY AT
THE CROWD.

So Wilson went up to Mr. Thompsou and said, " Mr. Tliompsou, we
listened very quietly here to your speaker, and you must not go on in

that way." Tliompsou asked him who he was. He told him he was an
officer, and that he would have to arrest him if he did not stop. When
Wilson said that they all got right together around Thompson.

Q. Who?—A. All this Kaymond crowd.
Q. How many were there of them !—A. About twenty or thirty there

from Kaymond, that I know. There was about 250 all together there.

As I said, just as soon as this fellow Thompson began to talk with
Wilson, they all formed a lin-e, and just as soon as this line was formed,
Mr. Thompson told Mr. Wilson that he was going to do just what he
pleased. He said, " Get away from here." And then Wilson atterai)ted

to arrest him, and instantly Thompson pulled his pistol out and shot
him flown, and when Wilson fell, every man in the line pulled oat their

pistols and began to fire on the crowd. The crowd ran over me,
knocked me down, and every time I attempted to get up they would
knock me down again.

RUNNING, SCREAMING, AND HOLLERING—THE WITNESS IS FIRED ON
AND RETURNS THE FIRE.

They were running in every direction—women screaming and hollering,

and they firing just as rapidly as they could. They thought I was dead
for a while, but when I did get up they had slacked up a little, and sev-

eral saw me going up the hill, and they hollered, "There he goes," and
they got me kind of singled out ;ind opened fire on me, and I jerked out
my pistol and fired six shots. There was so many, they forced me so

hard that I had to take to the woods. So I retreated to the woods, and
alter the men had all gone, scattered to the woods, and these fellows

had all went back to Clinton, I came on the field again. 1 heard my
brother was killed there, and I went back looking for him, and while I

was back there looking I saw several dead men lying around there.

THE KILLED AND THE WOUNDED.
Q. How many ?—A. There was Sivley, Thompson, Aleck Wilson, and

another. Nathan Lee was wounded very bad, but he was not dead ; he
was laying there ; and C. N. Chilton. Chilton was up to his house,

though. They had gotten him up to his house.

Q. How many of those were colored men ?—A. One.
Q. Who w^as that?—A. Aleck Wdson. There was another colored

man killed there by the name of Lewis Hargrove. I didn't get to see

him, but I know he was killed.

witness's house plundered and surrounded all NIGHT.

I attempted to go to my house, but before I could get to my house
they surrounded it. They sent some men there to my house and sur-

rounded and searched it, and took everything out of it in the shape of

ammunition and tire-arms. They taken all them out and kept my house
surrounded all that night.

I came within about a half mile of my house and got an old lady

;

told her to go up there—my wife was very sick—and tell her I was not
killed. This old lady went up there and told her. She told the white
men that she wanted some medicine for her sick child, and would like of

them to let her through, and the pickets let her by, and she went and
told my wife that I was not dead, and that I was on my way to Jack-
son.
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LAY IN WOODS ALL NIGHT.—SHOOTING IN THE MORNING.

She sent back to me not to come there, but to keep away by all

means, and I concealed myself in the woods that night. I lay there

until day, and by daylight the firing commenced again, just the same as

during the war; you could not tell the difference.

SEEKS SHELTER IN UNITED STATES CAMP.

I thought the best thing I could do was to go to the United States

camps ; so I lit out, and I got to the camps about 10 o'clock in the day.

Q. The camp at Jackson 1—A. Yes, sir. I went there and I sent for

the governor of the State—told him that 1 would like to see him ; so he
sent down, and Major Allen, who had charge there, took me up to the

governor. I went up and stated to the governor the facts in regard to

the riot; I told him how it was, and told him that I knew it was impos-
sible for me to go home, and that I came to him for protection.

SHOOTING NEGROES ALL SUNDAY.

On Sunday—that was on Saturday—they continued ; theyjust hunted
the whole county clean out, just every man they could see they were
shooting at him just the same as birds.

Q. What class of men did they shoot at?—A. I mean colored men,
of course. They would go riglit to their houses and run them out, if

they were in there, and kill them if they could. A good many they
killed, and a good many got away.

COLORED REFUGEES IN JACKSON—FIRING ALL THE TIME.

The men came into Jackson, two or three thousand of them, where
they had made their escape. They were running in all day long ; ail

day Sunday coming into Jackson as rapidly as they could from every
section. We could hear the tiring all the time.

After the riot was over, 1 staid in the camp about fourteen or fifteen

days ; and 1 sent for a man who lived in my town, a very bitter demo-
crat, but he was an intimate friend of mine, and I asked him if he
thought I could get back home. He told nie no. He said, "My advice

is to you to stay away from there. You will be killed if you go back."

I asked him why; what had I done; what did they seem to have
against me there f Well, he said they had an idea that I had done
some fighting up on the hill, and they said that any man who had been
in the tight up on that hill, he could never live there any more.

SILVEY AND THE WITNESS.

This young fellow Sivley and I had a personal difficulty about two
years before this riot. Some of his friends stated that I was the man
that killed him, and that got out ; they would circulate anything. The
first rumor that got out was that I had went up to Mr. Sivley and killed

him and cut his finger off" and took a diamond ring off" that he had ; and
that went right out under the excitement, and every man just said,
" Kill him wherever you can find him.'"

OFFERS TO QUIT POLITICS IF HE CAN GO BACK HOME.

And this fellow, Amos il. Johnston, I went to see him, and said I,

"Judge, 1 want to go home." He says, " Yes ; 1 would like damned well

to see you go, but you have followed these radicals around here so

long that the white people are down on you." " Well," says I, " if I

have got to sacrifice everything 1 have got and leave here, I had rather

quit politics, and if you will let me go home I will never have anything
more to do with it at all ; 1 will go there and be quiet." He said that

he did not know that he could give me protection at all. He thought
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that the best thing I could do would be to leave the country. That was
his advice.

1 went back and consulted my Iriends. They said that they thought
it would be best lor me to leave. But eventually, before the election,

they said that they would not bother me, and 1 went back home and
gathered my crop.

ORDERED BY A COMMITTEE T(J LEAVE CLINTON OR HE WOULD BE
MURDERED.

After I had gathered my crop, to settle up my account I went into

Clinton ; that was where 1 had done my business. 1 lived about a mile
from town. My father used to do a large business there; so I went in

there, and while I was there I settled up my account. There was a
young uiau by the name of D. W. Kice, he came to me, (he and I never
had spoke in his life,) and said to me, " 1 want to see you." He bad his

pistol in his side-pocket, and I could see the hammer of it sticking out.

He came into the store and said, " 1 want to see you." I looked at him,
and said I, " What do you want f Said he, " I want to see you." Said
I, " 1 am here." Said he, " Come out doors." I said, " I ain't going to

do any such thing; " and I went to see Mr. Chilton, the man who owned
this store, and said I, " 1 am going to be attacked here, and 1 would feel

safer being attacked here in your house than anywhere else."

He said, " I will go and see these fellows and see if I cannot get them
to let you alone." He went out and talked to them, and they agreed to

let me off.

When 1 got through with my business I went out to get on my horse.

Mr. Kice walked to me with seven or eight more men, and said, "I am
sent to you by the citizens of this place ; I am chairman of this commit-
tee." Said I, " Sir, state your business." Said he, "You are very obnox-
ious to the citizens of this place, and 1 am authorized to tell you that
you better never be caught here any more." I asked him what I had
done. He said, " It don't make any difference ; don't ask me any ques-

tions about it. If you are caught here in this town any more, we will

kill you ; that is all." I said, " Gentlemen, I never come here unless I

have got business. I thought this was a free town. If it is a private

town, 1 didn't know it." Said he, "That is the reason, God damn you,
that we ain't agoing to do with you what we intended to do, seeing that

you are here on business with Mr. Chilton ; but if you are caught in this

town any more, we will kill you." I knew they would do it ; so I went
back home and I never went into town any more; I staid away from
there.

THE ASSASSINS OF CALDWELL SURROUND HIS HOUSE.

The night they killed Senator Caldwell—when they murdered him

—

his wife sent me word that they were coming on to my house, and to

look out lor them ; so I sent around to see my neighbors. Three or four

men were there, and I told them that this crowd had killed Caldwell,

and were coming on to my house, and asked the men if they would
come there and stay with me, and they said they would. 1 thought I

would stay in my house, and it they came there I was going to make the

best ot it that 1 could, and if 1 could not get out, it was all right.

So i got twelve men there, and we were all very well armed, and I

took them inside the house and we shut the door. We staid there until

about an hour before day, when they came. They surrounded my place

and they hollered to me to come out. 1 told them that I would not do
it. They said, " If you don't come out we will open tire on the house."

1 told them to wait a few minutes until 1 could get my wife and children
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out. I told her to go up-stairs, so she went upstairs iu the house, and I

was dowu-stairs.

THEY OPEN FIRE AT WITNESS AND HE RETURNS IT.

Well, we had a consultation. My brother was iu there, and he said,

'•The best thiug we can do is to go out—go right out, and make the
fight out there. We might as well go right out. I would not stay here,

because it might cause .your wife and chiklren to be killed." So we just

walked out the door, and when we jumped out the door they fired on us.

I knew exactly how my place lay, and we broke right tor my stable.

There was a little hole right behind the stable where the fence was broke
loose, and I knocked off some pickets, and we made a charge on them
and fired as they went back, and we broke their line.

BREAKS I'HROUGH THEIR LINE.

I had an idea how they had formed their line. I knew they thought
we would run out toward Jackson, and they would put their strongest

forces there; but when we came out we went right toward Gliutoo, and
they didu't have but a very few men on that side of the house ; and we
just broke right through there, firing as we went. They came back,

though, soon and surrounded the house again; they didn't think all of

us had got out, probably.

LAY' IN THE SWAMPS—HOUSE PLUNDERED—ORDERED TO LEAVE.

We made our way to the swamps and lay there; and about an hour
by the sun next morning 1 came back, and my wife said that they had
staid there all night, and had been in and searched the house and taken
out everything that they wanted to take; and had told her to tell me
that they would give me twenty-lour hours to leave the State.

So 1 lay in the woods a couple of nights, and then came to Jackson,
ten miles from there, and at 3 o'clock in the night 1 took the train, and
1 came to Washington, and 1 have been here ever since.

I was at Clinton on the day of the election.

CLINTUN ON ELECTION DAY—FIRING—SQUADS OF ARMED HORSEMEN.

Q. What occurred there on the day of the election, if anything?—A.
There was no fighting on the day of the election. We could hear in the
morning, the cannons commencing to shoot in every direction all over the
country

;
just a firing—seemed as it was when Grant made his march

through there, and every body was, of course, excited. You could see
'men with their sixteensbooters buckled on them charging all through
the country in different directions. They went iu squads loping, and their

horses looked like they would give out.

One crowd would come in from Kaymond and say, " One hundred and
fifty niggers killed in llaymond ; one white man slightly wounded;"
and the guns were firing continuuUy : and word came from Jackson,
" The white men have whipped the niggers and run them out; Jackson
has gone democratic by 4,0U0 majority."

WHAT SENATOR CALDWELL SAID AT THE ELECTION.

We did not know what in the world to do. They said, ''God damn
them, let them say a word and Clinton will go democratic, and we will

kill every one of these radicals." They said that we better get away
from here. Senator Caldwell wavS there, and I said, " Senator, 1 think
we might just as well give up ; 1 don't see any use of trying to stay

here any longer; we can't do anything here. Here these men are rid-

ing all about the country with their sixteen-shooters and cutting up iu

this manner." He says, " l^o ; we are going to stay right here
;
you

must just come right along, and keep your mouth shut. I don't c;ire
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what they say to you, don't you say a word." We voted as rapidly as

we could.

"YOU ARE GOING TO BE KILLED TO-DAY."

There was a geutleman by the came of .Benjamiu Todd. He was
raised there in town

; he came down and called me out ; he said, " Well,
Welborue, do you know you are going to be killed to-day ?" Said I, " No."
He said, " You are." Said he, " I am a friend to you, and my advice is

to you that you better get away from here." Said I, " Well, I think I

will have to stick it out ; we are going on here peaceable and voting, but,

of course, if we are shot down voting we cannot help it." He says,

"Well, I don't want to see you killed, and I think you better get
away."
The thing had begun to look so squally in the evening that I thought

that it wouldn't be very healthy to stay, and I had better go, and our
crowd commenced to thin out. The men that voted, they would leave

right off just as fast as they voted.

FRAUDS AND INTIMIDATION—INSPECTORS CHANGED BY THREATS.

Our votes were pretty strong all day and we would have i)olled our
usual vote in Clinton, even with all the intimidation there, if they would
have let us. When the officers of the election who are appointed by the

board of legistration—now if you were appointed, say, as an inspector of

the Clinton bos, if you were sick and could not act, you had a right to

place some one in your i)lace. We had Henry Stoval and George \Vash-

ingtou and another fellow by the name of Lemuel Adams. They had been
appointed by the board. In the morning they went to Stoval and told

him that it would not be very healthy for him to serve that day.

Q. Who went to him?—A. T. G. iiice and B. W. Henry; well, there

V. as a committee, you know.
Q. Who were they ; white men ?—A. White men. They told him

that it would not be very healthy for him to serve. So this man claimed
sick; said he was sick; and he asked them who they were going to

put in his place. Mr. liice said, " Here is a man to take your place.

Mr. Todd will take your place." And then they elected Mr. Todd clerk

of the boxes.

Q. Who is he 1—A. A young fellow in town ; one of the most rampant
democrats that ever lived ; he and another young fellow by the name of

Xeal, " Modocs " they called themselves. They would kill a man and
think they had done a Christian duty.

Q. The persons who were appointed inspectors, were they republicans

or democrats 1—A. They were republicans.

Q. The original ones ?—A. Yes, sir ; they were republicans and dem-
ocrats. But our republicans, that were appointed by the board of regis-

tration, were told that it would not be healthy for them to serve, and
they got out of the way then, and they made the whole thing demo-
cratic. Tliey had one colored man on there who could not read or

write at all ; could not tell the democratic ticket from a republican

ticket. The}' allowed him to stay on, and he staid there.

REPUBLICANS NOT ALLOWED TO VOTE.

So when a republican would come in to vote, having his ticket in his

hand, he said, " I want to vote." They said, " Well, give us your regis-

tration;" and he handed his registration to this fellow, and he looked on
the book and said, " I cannot find your name here

;
just stand aside."

They turned oft 80 republicans right along, one after the other, that way.

Q. Who had their registration-papers with them? — A. Who had
their registration-papers in their hands. I saw Senator Caldwell staud-

32 MISS
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ing at the door. Said I, " What are you going to do about these regis-

tration-papers, they are prima-facie evidence of their right to vote, and
I don't see any use in having them if they cannot vote." " I think now,"
says he, " we will go in and see these fellows ;" and we went in and spoke
to Mr, Kice, one of the officers ; he was a volunteer officer ; he went in

there himself; he had no right in there; he was just standing in there.

Each democratic club had a committee appointed to watch—take care
of these boxes; and so when Mr. Caldwell spoke to him and said, "I
know that this man's name was on that book ;" they said it didn't make
any diflerence what he knew ; that they knew that his name was not on
there, and he was not going to vote. And they just turned them off

one after another, just as many as they wanted to turn off, and those
they wanted to let vote they let them vote.

COLORED DEMOCRATS ALLOWED TO TOTE ON SAME CERTLFICATES THAT
WERE REJECTED FROM REPUBLICANS.

There were men who registered two or three days before the election,

and there were colored men there who, some of them, voted the demo-
cratic ticket, who registered at the same time those republican voters
registered, and had the same certiticates, and went forward and voted
with them in their hand, while the rci)ublicaus with the same certifi-

cates were prevented from voting, and told to stand aside, and did
stand aside.

EIGHTY REPUBLICANS PREVENTED FROM VOTING AT ONE BOX.

Q. How many were prevented from voting in that way at your boxes?
—A. Wo counted eighty right at our box that were prevented just in

that way from voting. That was only one box. At our town we had
two boxes.

UNDER FIRE AT CLINTON.

Q. Did you state that at the Clinton riot you did not fire until after

you had got up after having been trampled ujjon ?—A. No, sir ; 1 did not.

I did not fire ; 1 did not want to fire then.

Q. How many shots were probably fired at you ?—A. There were over
one hundred and fifty, I reckon. 1 got behind a little tree there and
they just skinned it, knocked it all to pieces nearly.

ALL REPUBLICANS OF INFLUENCE DRIVEN OUT OF THE COUNTY.

Q. What reason did they give for attempting to drive you out of the
county; what objection did they have to you f—A. Their objection was
that 1 was a leading republican there and had some influence. They
drove out all republicans of any influence. All republicans that had any
influence there they had to go. They did make them go, and men came
out and stated that they would not Ijave anything to do with politics if

they would let them stay there ; but they did not seem to believe that I
would let politics alone.

I told them that if they would let me stay I would quit politics, and
I would come back and live there in preference to living anywhere else;

that I would rather stay there; that I had got a good home there; a
nice plaqe, and would be satisfied, and rather stay there than anywhere
else.

A NATIVE AND LAND-OWNER, BUT NOT ALLOWED TO LIVE THERE.

Q. What property did you own there?—A. I owned a place of about
260 acres on the line of Vicksburgh and Meridian Eailroad, about one
mile east of Clinton.

Q. How long had you lived there at that place?—A. I had lived there
all my life.
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By the'Chairman:

Q. Have you any stock on your place ?—A. I have not got any there
now; they stole it all.

Q. Did you ever have any ?—A. Yes, sir.

HIS STOCK STOLEN AND WAGONS BURNED.

By Mr. Cameron :

Q. What stock did you have ?—A. I had four mules of my own and
three horses. I had about twenty head of cattle. Out of the twenty
head, I think I have got about four left.

Q. What became of the mules and horses ?—A. They taken them on
the day of the riot. I got two of them back after the riot ; the
others I have never seen them. I had a very nice buggy that I drove
to this meeting in ; they took that and stacked it up and set it on fire.

They burned up all the wagons there, and they stacked my buggy and
burned it too.

Q. When they surrounded your house, at the time you left, when you
said they took whatever they wanted, what did they take ?—A. All my
ammunition—powder, shots, caps, and guns ; they taken two guns and
a couple of pistols ; and many places there they robbed people and took
their money. I did not, fortunately, have any, or they would have taken
it, I reckon, if I had had it.

THE MEN WHO SURROUNDED HIS HOUSE.
' Q. Did you know any of the persons who surrounded your house at
that time ?—A. O, yes, sir ; they were men that were raised there with
me—young men that 1 had known all my life.

Q. You may give their names—A. B. L. Todd, John Todd, William
Todd, CaiJt. W. A. Montgomery, Capt. B. W. Henry, Lawrence Lemon,
and John Cridle. Those were men that were raised right in my town.
I knew men from other places that were there.

Q. How many men in all were there f—A. At my house 1

Q. "5Zes, sir.—A. Do you have reference to the eveuiug of the riot at
Clinton or the

Q. You may state both.—A. On the evening of the riot, I think, there
were between seventy-five and one hundred that rode out there and sur-

rounded the house. 1 was lying in the swamj), where I could see them
as they came through the old field.

Q. On the night that they drove you out finally, how many were
there ?—A. On the night that they drove me out, my wife said there was
sixty. She said she counted sixty herself.

THE WITNESS A SLAVE BEFORE THE WAR.
Q. What is your age ?—A. I am about twenty-seven.

Q. Were you engaged in the recent civil war?—A. No, sir; I was
not.

Q. You were too young then ?—A. Yes, sir; I was a slave then.

Q. The proportion of negro blood in you is very small ?—A. Yes, sir;

I have got about one eighth, I reckon. It don't make any difference;

just so you call it " nigger," that is enough.
Q. Have you held any office in Hind's County ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. You may state what office you have held.—A. I was cohstable
there four years, and was member of the legislature two years, and was
renominated, and was on the ticket this last election.
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CEOSS-EXAMINATION.

Washington, D. C, July 10, 1876.

Testimony of E. B. Welbornb continued.

By Mr. Bayard :

Question. I observe by your testimony that you were present at the
Clinton riot in September, 1875.—Answer. Yes, sir.

Q. I see you state that there were a number of persons present from
Eaymoucl !—A. Yes, sir.

ABOUT THE RAYMOND CITIZENS AT CLINTON.

Q. Who were these persons from Eaymond that you knew who were
there at that meeting'?—A. There were a good many there that I knew
that I probably could not think of their names now. I can tell you all

that I can think of. There is Mr. Tompson.
Q. Frank Tompson ?—A. Yes, sir ; Martin Sivley, Andrew Sivley,

Baker Sivley, George W. Harper, and a good many others that proba-
bly I knew whom I can't think of now.

Q. I want to know the names of these specially who were there from
Eaymond, whom you knew.—A. I have given you the names of all that
I remember.

Q. See if you cannot tell any more.—A. I don't think of any more.
Q. Did you or these people from Eaymond reach the ground first ?

—

A. I reached the ground before they did.

Q. You were there and saw them come up; how did they come up?

—

A. Everybody was coming on together; there were two or three thou-
sand ])e()ple coming to the meeting.

Q. 1 know that; but how did these Eaymond people come to the
meeting?—A. I was at the stand, and I don't exactly know how they
came. I suppose they came on horseback, and some of theTu came in

buggies,

Q. Were there others came than these you have mentioned ?—A. Yes,
sir ; I know there were more.

Q. Are you able to state who else came than these you have men-
tioned ?—A. I don't remember their names now. There were a good
many from Eaymond ; all through that section of the country. There
were men there whom I did not know.

Q. How do you know they were from Eaymond?—A. There were
men from Eaymond that I did not know were from Eaymond until after

the riot was over.

Q. Uow did you discover it then ?—A. There was a fellow there from
Eaymond that was beat nearly to death there. I was trying to think of
his name. I did not know him before that. I don't know everybody
that lives at Eaymond.

i}. In answer to a question asked you as to how many there were
from Eaymond you answered, "Twenty or thirty from Eaymond that I

know."—A. 2sot from Raymond ; there were Hot thij ty from Eaymond
that I knew.

Q. IIow many were there that you knew ; any more than you have
stated .'—A. Yes, sir; there were more than I have stated, but 1 can-
not think of all their names uow.

NUMBER OF "WHITES AT CLINTON MEETING.

Q. now manj' white people were there, all told, at that meeting?—A.
There were about, I judge, three or four hundred.

Q. How many of those were republicans who came there to attend
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your meeting ?—A. Tliere may have been forty. I don't reckon there was
that many. There ain't more than forty or fifty in the county.

Q. Where were these other men from?—A. From different sections of
the county. Men were there from all parts of the county, nearly.

NUMBER OF COLORED PEOPLE.

Q. How many colored people were there ?—A. There were about 2.500

to 3,000, 1 reckon.

Q. How far were you from the commencement of the affray ?—A. I
was about ten steps from it. jSTo, not that far ; I was about as far

from the first pistol fired as from here to that glass back of this room,
[about eight or ten feet.]

WHO FIRED THE FIRST SHOT—"FALL IN, YOU RAYMOND CROWD!"
Q. Who was the person who first shot?—A. Mr.Tompson, of Kajmoud.
Q. What was his first name?—A. 1 don't remember his initials.

Q. W^ho returned the firef—A. The fire was returned from the other

side; 1 don't know—when Tompson fired he shot and killed a man by
the name of Aleck Wilson, who was an officer of the day there. Just as

soon as he fired his pistol there was some of the men hollered, " Fall in,

you Kaymond crowd!" and when that order was given—" Fall in, .you

Eaymond crowd !"—all the young fellows from our town—well, they just
formed a line just as quick as they could, and the firing commenced

;

and after they formed a line you could hear the pistols go " pop !" " pop !"

and they fired as fast as they could.

NO COLORED MAN FIRED FOR FIFTEEN MINUTES.

There was no colored man fired a pistol there until fifteen minutes,
nearly, because they had not time to do it. The thing opened just like

lightning, and the shot rained in there just like rain from heaven.

ABOUT THE KILLED AND WOUNDED THERE.

Q. How many men did you see who were then shot?—A. At that
fight?

Q. Yes sir.—A. I saw Sivley, Tompson, Aleck Wilson—I saw three

—

four ; I saw one wounded, and one colored man dead, Aleck Wilson.

Q. How many of these were colored men ?—All white men except
Wilson.

Q. Did you see Mr. Chilton -after he was shot?—A. 'Eo, sir.

Q. Bo you know where he was shot?—A. He was shot in his yard.

I did not see him after he was shot. He shot at me once, Chilton did,

just before he was shot.

Q. How long before he was shot did he shoot at you?—A. It might
have been ten or fifteen minutes.

Q. How far was it from his house that he shot at you?—A. When he
shot at ,me he was right in his yard.

Q. How far was that from the scene of the original fight?—A. It was
about 150 jards—200 yards, probably; it was very close to his house.

Q. The fight originated close to his house?—A. Yes, sir; close to his

house; right in the bottom from his houvse.

Q. Where was he standing when he was shot ?—A. I don't know. I

heard he was standing on his gallery.

Q. Was he shot in his own house?—A. No, sir.

Q. Was he shot in the door of his own house?—A. He was shot as
he was going up his gallery stepg. He had one of those sixteen-shooters.

I aimed to go out by his house, to get out to the woods the nearest way,
and when I came to within about one hundred yards of him he shot at

me, and shot a mule near me.
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Q. Who shot Chilton '—A. I don't know.
Q. Did you shoot at him I—A. Ko, sir ; I did not. I had not any-

thing to shoot at him with then.

Q. What had you doue with your pistol ?—A, It was empty then.

Q. How many loads had you discharged from it ?—A. Six.

Q. At whom had you discharged them ?—A. I discharged them at the

crowd that were shooting at me. I don't know who they were.

Q. Where was Sivley killed ?—A. Sivley was killed about 300 yards
from where the fight originated, in a field close to that.

Q. How did he get so far off; had he retreated ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Who had followed him?—A, I could not tell; men were running
in every direction, shooting just as fast as they could.

Q. Had he retreated from the scene where this difficulty commenced
300 yards at the time he was killed ?—A. Yes, sir ; I think he had.

Q. Where was Tompson killed ?—A. Tompson was killed about 300
yards from there, too.

Q. Had he retreated that distance when he was killed ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Who was Nathan Lee ?—A. He was shot on the ground there, right

close to the fight.

Q. Did you see him ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you know who killed him ?—A. He was not killed ; he was
wounded.

Q. What other colored man did you see that was killed there except
Aleck Wilson ?—A. I don't think I saw any other one there ; Lewis Har-
grave was killed there.

Q. Did you see him ?—A. No, sir ; I did not see him.
Q. Any one else?—A. No, sir.

Q. Who else, to your knowledge, was killed at that riot?—A. In that

fight?

Q. Yes, sir ; in that fight.—A. Those were all of the men that were
killed.

NUMBER KILLED ON THAT DAY AND THE NEXT DAY.

Q. Now, following up thnt night and the next day, who else were
known to have been killed ?—A. I know about twenty-five or thirty, I

reckon ; I don't know that 1 can tell all of their names now. There was
Albert Hudson

By the Chairman :

Q. State whether they were black men or white men as you go along.

—A. Black men. There were not anj white men killed that were re-

publicans but one.

FOUR BLACKS CALLED OUT OF THEIR HOUSES ANT) KILLED.

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. What men are you now speaking of?—A. I am now talking about
those called out of their houses and killed after the riot was over—Al-

bert Hudson, Simon Jackson, Bobert Bobinson—I think that was his

name j 1 knew the old fellow well, and he was killed right in town
Galilee Brown. These men were all killed on the Sunday morning fol-

lowing the riot that I am speaking of now, and they are all I can name
that 1 know in that county.

MR. HAFFA AND THE STEVENSES KILLED.

Q, I mean all the men who were" killed on that Sunday after the riot

and during the excitement.—A. There was William P. Hafla, a white
man; ond there was another old fellow killed right close to him, that I

knew well, by the name of Stevens 3 I cannot think of his other name.
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Q. How far did this Stevens live from you ?—A. He lived about
wenty-two or twenty-three miles.

Q. How did you acquire knowledge of the fact that he had been
killed?—A. I saw his son or wife ; I saw Mrs. Haffa. They was killed

right in the same neighborhood.
Q. That was twenty-two miles away ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Are you able to give any more names of persons who were killed ?

—A. All these men that I speak of were killed in my immediate neigh-
borhood except Haffa and this old man Stevens.

TWO OR THREE MORE KILLED RIGHT IN MY TOWN.
Q. Are those the names of all those you know to have been killed ?

—

A. I know two or three more men were killed right in my town ; I can-
not think of their names now. They were people in my neighborhood.

Q. I want to know whether you can now state who these men were or
not. This thing must have been impressed upon your mind.—A. I

cannot testify to all of them that were killed ; it is impossible for me to
think of every man that was killed.

Q. This was last fall, and this was in the neighborhood where you
lived, was it not ?—A. Yes, sir; where I was bred and born.

TWO IVIEN KILLED NEAR ALBERT HUDSON'S HOUSE.

Q. I ask you now to give the names of any other parties you know to
have been killed either at the riot on tie 4th of September or on the
day subsequent ?—A. I believe that is about all the names I can think
of now. There was two men killed near Albert Hudson's house.

WHAT HIS DIFFICULTY" WITH SIVLEY WAS.

Q. I observe in your testimony that you stated that you had a difiS-

culty with this young white man, Sivley ; when was that f—A. About
two years ago ; about two years before the riot.

Q. Had you any difiBculty with him on the day of the riot 1—A. No,
sir.

Q. What was your difficulty with him ?—A. I was constable in Clin-

ton, and I was acting at that time as city marshal. He violated one of
the city ordinances, and 1 was ordered to go and arrest him

Q. In which city was this ?—A. Clinton, a little town ; it is an incor-

X)orated town—by hitching his horse on the pavement, and the mayor
ordered me to go and arrest

Q. Who was the mayor ?—A. Dr. J. E, Horn. He ordered me to go and
arrest the horse ; take the horse and put him in the livery-stable. When
I took hold of the reins of the horse Mr. Sivley ran out of the saloon

;

he had a pistol on him, and he told me to let the reins go, and he told me if

1 did not let them go he would shoot me ; but 1 held on to them, and
this was Martin Sivley

Q. Were you armed ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you draw your weapon too ?—A. I did when I got a chance
to do it. Mr. Sivley and I kept talking, and just at this time Andrew
Sivley came up and John Cridle and a young man named Beacham

;

they were all relations, and they crowded around me with their pistols in

tbeir hands. At this time the mayor was standing at the lower end of
the town, and he saw me and sent four or five more men up there to my
relief right away. I was talking with them, and they had their pistols

running around ; and I jumped right back behind the horse and jerlced

mine jout ; and when I got mine out, I stepped right back and said that
1 would not give the horse up. Just at this time the four or five men
that were ordered to my assistance came up and I got them surrounded,
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and we made them put their pistols np, and after that we put them all

in the calaboose. After that Sivley threatened if ever he got a chance
at me he intended to kill me.

SIVLEY THREATENED TO KILL WITNESS IF HE EVEK GOT A CHANCE.

Q. Who did you put in the calaboose?—A. Sivley and all the crowd.
They were brought up before the mayor and fined, I think, $25 and
costs, and then he gave them $5 apiece for their horse, and Sivley said

that if he got a chance he intended to kill me. He told me so himself;
and, of course, after that whenever I met him I always watched him.

Q. Had he met you from that time?—A. About six mouths before
this riot Sivley and I met in Raymond ; Sivley was employed by the
republican sherilf there as a deputy, and I went into the office j had
some business there, and he spoke to me and I spoke to him.

Q. Did you exchange any words on this day at the meeting at Cliu-

ton ?—A. Just spoke; that was all.

Q. Did he say anything then to you about the trouble ?—A. Xo, sir.

THE WHISKY BOTTLE AT THE CLINTON MEETING.

Q. Who had that whisky that you si)oke of there?—A. Tompson.
Tompson and Sivley and these were all together.

Q. What did they have it in ?—A. In a bottle.

Q. How do you know it was whisky ?—A. It was in a bottle.

Q. Had they difl'erent bottles ?—A. I did not see but one bottle.

Q. Who had that?—A. Mr. Tompson had it; he was passing it

around then.

Q. They were drinking it?—A. Tliey were taking drinks. There was
Sivley and Tompson and two young men in my town—Willie and John
Neal.

Q. Did you see them all drinking?—A. I don't remember whether
thi'y were all of them drinking; I saw Sivle^' take a drink.

Q. More than once ?—A. I don't remember seeing him take a drink
more than once. This was the time that the officer interfered.

Q. At the time this remark was made to the speaker?—A. This
remark was made to the speaker, and then those fellows were drinkiug
at the same time that this remark was made.

DID NOT KILL SIVLEY, NOR CUT HIS FINGERS OFF, NOR STEAL HIS DIA-
MOND RING.

Q. I observe that you state that there was a rumor that you had
killed Sivley and cut his finger off and takeu a diiiniond ring?—A. Yes,
sir; that was all over the country—in the Vicksbuigh Herald.
Q. As a matter of fact, was his finger cut off?—A. Ko, sir.

Q. Do you know it ?—A. 1 never seen it, of course, but there was
reliable men came to me and told me that they heard that I had done
this that day, and thev went to see for themselves if his finger was cut
ofi".

SIVLEY NEVER HAD A^"Y DIAMOND RING.

Q. Were these black or white men who came to you ?—A. White men,
and democrats of the bitterest kind. One of them said, " 1 heard it

and 1 did not believe it, and I went to see if his finger was cut ofl"." So
far as him having a diamond ring was concerned, I don't suppose he
ever had any; he was a poor boy and was taking care of himself, and
never had any diamonds.

'•THIS FELLOW JOHNSTON."

Q. "And this fellow Johnston, I went to see him, and, said I, 'Judge,
I want to go home.'" What Johnston wiis that to whom you referred ?

—

A. That was after the riot, when 1 was in Jackson.
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Q. " He said, 'I would like damn well to see you go ;'" what Johns-
ton is that ?—A. Amos R. Johnston ; he is State senator, and he was
elected in my district, composed of Hinds and Eankin Counties.

Q. Was he the Judge Johnston who spoke that day at the election?

—

A. Yes, sir.

Q. What kind of a character is Judge Johnston ?—A. A man of good
character, a fine lawyer, and highly respected ; and that was my reason
for going to him. I thought he had more control over these people than
almost any man in the country.

Q. Is he a man that is respected by the people, without regard to their

political opinions, in the country ?—A. Yes, sir ; he is pretty well re-

spected by everybody.
Q. Is he the father of Mr. Frank Johnston ?—A. Yes, sir ; that is him.

" FRANK JOHNSTON HAS NO USE FOR YOU IF YOU ARE A REPUBLICAN."

Q. Is Frank Johnston held by you as a man of high personal charac-

ter ?—A. Yes, sir ; he is a man of high character, but very bitter in his

politics. Mr. Johnston, j^ersonally, will do very well, but when it comes
to politics, he has got no use for you if you are a republican. He has
no time for reiiublicans at all, and he wants them to stay away from
him.

JUDGE JOHNSTON'S ADVICE.

Q= The reason I ask you was that I had heard Judge Johnston spoken
highly of by other witnesses, and I wanted to know why you used the

phrase, "and this fellow Johnston."—A. I did not mean "this fellow

Johnston," of course; I always treated him with resi)ect.

Q. Where were you when Caldwell was killed?—A. I was about a
mile from where he was killed; at home.

Q. W^hen was he killed ?—A. He was killed in the Christmas holi-

days, I think.

Q. After the election?—A. Yes, sir—the old judge told me that he
advised me to leave the State.

Q. Did he not advise you to leave the State under the belief—the
charge there current against you—that you had killed Sivley; was not
that the cause of the excitement against you at that time—the belief

bliat yon were the man who had killed Sivley?—A. No, sir; they charged
me with killing every man. At first they charged me with killing Siv-

ley, and then they charged me with killing every man that was killed

on the ground ; and when they came to prove it they could not prove
that I killed anybody.

"WOULD RATHER LET POLITICS ALONE—CROP GOING TO DESTRUC-
TION."

Q. I understand that that conversation with Judge Johnston was at

the time of the riot?—A. O, no, sir; that was a week or two, probably,

after the riot. I had to stay in the United States camps. These fellows

hunted around my house and in the woods, so I could not remain in the

woods, and I had to stay in the camps; and after 1 staid there a while

I got sick, and I wanted to go home, and some of my friends advised

me to go and see Judge Johnston; and I went and saw the judge, and
asked him—says I, "Judge, if you will go to Clinton and make a speech

there, and tell these fellows that they have got to let me alone, I had
rather never again have anything to do with politics, if that is all they

have against me there. 1 had rather let politics alone. My property is

there, and my crop all going to destruction, and I am sick."

Q. Did Judge Johnston in that interview with you use any profane

remark at all"?—A. O, yes, sir.

Q. He swore ?—A. Yes, sir.
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OCCUPATION IN WASHINGTON.

Q. How long have you been in the citj' of "Washington!—A. I have
been here since January.

Q. "What has been your occupation ?—A. I have been working in the
Pension-Office for a while.

Q. As a laborer ?—A. Messenger.
Q. Are you there now ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. How long after you got here did you get your place ?—A. I got it

in April, I believe ; I think it was April.

Q. Upon whose recommendation ?—A. Senator Alcorn, E. K. Bruce,
and Mr. Lynch.

Q. The delegation from Mississippi ?—A. Yes, sir.

ABOUT CAPTAIN MONTGOMERY.
Q. I sec you mention the name of Capt. William A. Montgomery.

—

A. Yes, sir.

Q. How far from you did he live ?—A. He lives now about 22 miles
from me.

Q. Are you well acquainted with him ?—A. I think so ; I have known
him ever since I was that high. [Indicating the height of a small boy.]

Q. "What is Captain Montgomery's character in the community ?—A.
He is a man of very good character. He is a great fighting man dowu
there. Whenever there is any fighting on hand, he is the foremost ; he
is their leading fighter down there. Whenever they want any fighting
done they send for him ; he generally leads the mobs.

"very QUIET—ONLY IN TIMES LIKE THAT."

Q. Is he a disorderly person in the community ?—A. No, sir; I don't
look upon him as a disorderly man in the community. He is always
very quiet, only in times like that. He was elected captain of the squad
that came to my house.

Q. Where was he elected captain !—A. In Clinton.

Q. When ?—A. After the riot on Sundiiy. Saturday night they all got
together there, and each man would take so many men. He was elected
captain of that company, and they had to go by whatever he said.

There was Captain Montgomery, Captain Henry, and Capt. Jack Flani-
gan, captain of the Yicksburgh " Modocs."

HABITS OP MISSISSIPPI COLLEGE BOYS.

Q. Whore were the men from who elected Captain Montgomery their

captain on the Sunday after the riot ?—A. They were all around there
in the county ; the citizens ; some of them were college-boys there. The
Mississippi college is there, and all the young men of that college have
sixteen-shooters, and whenever anything happened they would buckle
them on and walk out.

CAPTAIN MONTGOIVIERY'S COMPANY.

Q. Were they a part of these men who elected Captain Montgomery
their captain on the Sunday after this riot?—A. Yes, sir; I saw Mont-
gomery and asked him about it afterward, and he acknowledged to me
that he was captain of it himself.

Q. Captain Montgomery was captain of the company raised there in

Clinton, and composed iu part of the students from the Mississippi

College "?—A. Yes, sir ; I had the pleasure of knowing some of the
students.

Q. How many men had he under him ?—A. O, he had a good many

;

he had probably seventy- five.

Q. Did you see them together ?—A. I saw them several times.
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Q. How many were there ?—A. About seventy-five, I think, I did
not have much time to count them ; I was getting away from them.
They were trying to get to my house when I was going there.

Q. And you saw them in that way ?—A. Yes, sir ; they surrounded
my house and I took back to the swamp again.

Q. Was he among them then ?—A. Yes, sir ; I knew him then at

that time, and after it was over I met him and we had a talk, and he
said that he was very glad that he did not find me there ; that they
certainly would have killed me if they had found me.

Q. When did he meet you ?—A. After the riot and before the elec-

tion, and he and I had a little talk over the matter. I asked him if he
was there at my house, and he said yes, and that he was there as
captain of the company ; and he said, " I was very glad I did not catch
you, for we would have went for you sure."

Q. How long before the election did you return to Clinton f—A. I was
there about two weeks. I would stay there a little in the day-time, and
sleep out and stay in the ^ jods at night.

Q. How long were you there after the election *?—A. Not very long.

On the night when Caldwell was killed I left. They came to my house
to attack me after he was killed.

Q. That was Christmas time ?—A. Yes, sir.

SIVLEY AND TOMPSON.
By Mr. Cameron :

Q. You spoke of Sivley and Tompson having retreated from the

place where the riot occurred ; do you mean by that that they fell back
and that they were follow^ed up by colored men. Explain what you
mean.—A. Yes, sir; they were followed up.

Q. Who were followed ; were the black men followed up by white
men, or were the colored men following them f—A. Sivley and his crowd
were the men that done the most of the fighting. In a quarter of an
hour after that all was over and everybody was scattered, and people
running from the riot in every direction, and Sivley was killed in this

field. 1 don't know who killed him.

Q. Do you know whether he was pursuing other people or other peo-

ple were pursuing him '?—A. When I saw him he was fighting just as

hard as he could shoot.

By the Chairman :

Q. How far from the place where he was killed was he when you last

saw him ?—A. When I last saw him he was very near where the riot

began. When 1 saw him again he was dead.

By Mr. Baitard :

Q. Where was he killed ?—A. In T. G. Eice's field.

Q. How far is that from where this riot commenced ?—A. Two or

three hundred yards
5
probably three hundred yards.

W. H. BELL—HINDS COUNTY.

Washington, D. C, July 10, 1876.

W. H. Bell (colored) sworn and examined.

PERSONAL statement.

By the Chairman :

Question. Where do vou reside?—Answer. At 1038 Eighteenth street,

Washington, D. C.
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Q. How loug have you been here ?—A. About four months.
Q. What are you doing here ?—A. I am now admitted to the bar and

expect to go into })ractice here.

Q. Have you been in business since you came here ?—A. No, sir j ]

have not.

Q. Have you lived in Mississippi, and, if so, in what part of the
State ?—A. 1 lived at Clinton, Miss., Hinds County, ten miles from
Jackson.

Q. When did you leave there?—A. I left there, I think, in February
Q. Near what town did you live ?—A. I lived near Jackson.
Q. Did you hold any office while you were there ?—A. I never held

any office in the State, except that I was registrar at the last election.

Q. Where did you vote at the last election?—A. I voted at Eay
mond.

Q. In your capacity as registrar, did you have anything to do with

the voting?—A. Nothing further than to receive the ballots and placo

them in the box. I was secretar}- of the board.

RAYMOND ON ELECTION-BAY.

Q. You may state to the committee what transpired in Raymond on
the day of the election.—A. On the day of the election I got up about
half past six and went into the town of Raymond to the court-house.

There were, I suppose, as near as I can judge, about 400 colored men
standing in the town around the court-house. That was about half past
six in tlie morning ; I noticed all around town armed white men.

Q. How armed?—A. Some had what they called there the Winches-
ter rifles, slung u{)on their backs. Everybody had mostly a navy six.

Every man there went armed.
Q. When you say every man do you mean to include negroes and

white men, both ?—A. Most of the colored men went armed that were
able to get them ; that is they had a pistol—small-arms. It is a habit
of the people there mostly to go armed.

HOW THE CHALLENGERS ACTED.

I noticed six or eight or ten white men riding outside of the town—it is

a very small town—the connty-seat—riding on the outskirts of the town,
going here and there with their arms strapped on their backs. We
went into the court-house to hold the election ; as registrars, we had
charge of one of the boxes there; there were two boxes in the town of
Raymond. There were three members that constituted the board of
registration, and these three registrars had charge of the box. In
the aisle or hall of the court-house there were several white men who
acted as a committee, challengers, &c., allowing the voters to come in

in line. They admitted just such men as they pleased, and I as regis-

trar could not say one tiling or the other; could not object to anything.
The colored men entered the front door and went out at the back, and
many of them were actually rejected from the door. I entered my pro-

test to Judge Alcorn, who was a member of the board of registration,

and he went out and requested a lawyer there by the name of Sam
Shelton to put a stop to that if possible.

WHY A REPUBLICAN WORE A DEMOCRATIC BADGE.

Q. Was Mr. Shelton a democrat or republican?—A. He is a demo-
crat. After I had acted there for a while, about two hours, I went out
the back door of the court-house and saw a colored man standing out
there that I knew, by the name of Tears, who was an overseer of the poor
in the town of Raymond. He had a democratic badge on, and held his

office at the hands of the board of superviisors of Hinds County. He
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was a colored man and a republican, I said to him, "Mr. Tears, what
does tins mean that you have a democratic badge on you and a demo-
cratic ticket in your hand." He said, " Mr. Bell, I am obliged to do it.

I am as good a republican as you are, but 1 am obliged to vote this

ticket." I never said any more to him.

WITNESS KEGAEDS HIMSELF AS INTIMIDATED AND LEAVES THE
EOARD OF REGISTRATION.

Well, the night after the election we were not done making up the re-

turns; we went into the court-house; I was the only colored man in

there who was a member of the board. About 11 o'clock a young man
by the name of Andrew Sivley, a relative of the Sivley tbat was killed

at Clinton, came into the room where we were—a large room about this

size, the office of Lawyer Shelton—armed with a 16-shooter strung upon
his back and a navy six by his side, and he had in his hand a bottle of
whisky. Well, now, I must confess, though not as a cowartl, that I felt

some intimidation, so much so that I left the board of registration en-

tirely in charge of the democratic registrar and his clerks, and I went
out of one of the doors on the i^retext of going outside, and left the
court-house and went to my boarding-place and never returned at all.

I just gave up the returns and everything to the democratic registrar.

Judge Alcorn was somewhat of an invalid, and he had gone home and
left me there.

SHOOTING INTO A CANDIDATE'S HOUSE.

The reason that I felt so was this : That I lived at Clinton and I had
been quite prominent there, and I had been in the riot of September 4;
also president of the county convention that elected delegates to the
congressional convention, and also had had quite a good practice there,

and was in that riot on the field during the difficulty. I felt that Siv-

ley might have a grudge against me. They had ridden around there

and had shot into a young man's house by the name of Wm. Johnson,
who was a candidate for the legislature while I staid there one night.

By the way, there was a committee appointed by Governor
Ames to go up there and investigate the matter, under the super-

vision of a man that was sent down there, Mr. Chase, United
States agent, or whatever he may be called, and they found where
a ball had entered above the door, knocked a piece of lumber cff,

and lodged upon his sister's bed. She was not in the bed ; she was
staying with a white family just across the street. None of his family

were staying at home. lie was in Jackson at the time, and did not re-

turn to his home daring the whole election, and in fact none of the can-

didates returned to their homes but Senator Caldwell and E. B. Wel-
borue, who has been examined here ; they returned to their homes.

THE NIGHT BEFORE ELECTION—FIRING, NOISE, AND LIGHT.

The night previous to the election it was my duty, in company with
the democratic registrar, to go to the city of Jackson and examine the

boxes there. We did not have those boxes in our charge, but it was
our duty, under the law, to go there and open and inspect the boxes
and turn them over to the proper authorities. We got there about half

past 8 o'clock and we left there about half past 10. We got to Clinton

about 12 o'clock on our return, and when I got to Clinton I heard con-

siderable firing and considerable noise and light, as if the town was on
fire. And we drove on down into the town of Clinton and stopped at

a certain place, and I saw about 150 or 200 men running about there

and shooting off their guns. This was about 12 o'clock.

Q. At night?—A. Yes, sir
; the night before the election. They were

pouring powder or something else on a bonfire that created a red light,
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ctnd were running up and down, and they had on uniforms—disguising
themselves. I said to the democratic registrar, who was with me in the
carriage, "I cannot go through that town." He said, "You can go
through with me ; there is no danger." I told him that I could not go,
and I seized the reins of his horse, and he said, " I know the plan." He
said, "They are not going to hurt you

5
you are a registrar, and your

office will protect you." 1 said, " I am not willing to trust to that

;

these men, wiien they are excited, they go beyond all reason." He said,
" Well, if you won't go through town I will drive around—we will go
around the other road;" and we did so, taking a road around the town
of Clinton ; and when I got to Eaymond it was about half past 2 or 3
o'clock, a distance of ten miles.

It was my duty to be at Raymond next morning to hold the election.

When I got there the same thing was going on in Raymond. I got out
of the buggy and walked to my boarding-place, i^othing was said to

me, and no violence was going on, further than every botly there in Ray-
mond was firing off and shooting their guns, just the same as they were
in Clinton.

NEGROES SAY THEY WERE OBLIGED TO TOTE THE DEMOCRATIC
TICKET.

Q. When you say everybody do you mean negroes as well as white
men ?—A. I mean merely white men ; tbe only class of men that I saw
in it were white men.
Now, in regard to this man Tears, that I have spoken of as the over-

seer of the poor, there were at least half a dozen told me the same thing

;

men that 1 spoke to after 1 went away from the registration; I asked
them why they voted the democratic ticket—men who were personal
friends of mine—and deposited the democratic vote in the box—and
every man that came in at the door was stopped by one of these demo-
cratic cludlengers—and they gave me that one reason, that they were
obliged to do it.

Q. Did they tell you what they said to them or did to them that
obliged them to vote the democratic ticket?—A. One of them made this

remark to me: "I live on Sivley's place, and they came to me and told

me that I must vote this ticket or 1 could not live there." Tliat was the
only reason they assigned to me. I never stopped to have any talk

with tbem ; the election was then over.

"\VnO FIRED THE FIRST SHOT AT CLINTON.

In regard to the riot at Clinton, in the republican club I made a
motion by which that mass-meeting was held at Clinton. After the
nomination of our Congressmen, my idea was to have a grand celebra-

tion and mass-meeting. We had it, and you know the result.

Q. Do you know who fired the first shot at Clinton ?—A. I nm not
positive about that, but everybody said that I have talked with that
Thompson lired the first shot.

Q. Frank Thompson !—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Was he a white man ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you know him ?—A. I had seen him ; I did not know him.

Q. You said some time since that the people there were generally
armed, and that all the negroes had arms that could get them?—A. I

meant to say that the colored men who were able to have pistols.

Q. Wliat proportion of them had pistols, being so able !—A. There
was not, I sui)[)ose, more than about three out of every twenty who
were able to have pistols. The colored people, after making a crop, are
generally not able to have anything left ; they are unable to get any-
thing—hardly food.
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PERSOTs^AL RECORD OF THE WITNESS. ^'

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. What did you say your occupation was !—A. In Mississippi or
here "?

Q. In Mississippi ?—A. When I first went down there I was made
l^rincipal of a school at Clinton.

. Q. When did you go to Mississippi ?—A. I went there in 1873.

Q. Where did you live before that?—A. I had lived here.

Q. What was your occupation here before you went?—A. I was sup-
ported mostly by my parents. I went to school in Pennsylvania, grad-
uated from the university there in 1873, and went right to Mississippi.

Q. You were very young when you went there?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. How old were you when you went to Mississipj)!?—A. I was
about twenty-three.

Q. And you were teacher after you went there in Clinton ?—A. Yes,
sir.

Q. How long did you teach school there ?—A. Only from '72 to '73

—

one session.

Q. What did you do after that ?—A. I was then admitted to the bar
in the practice of law.

Q. How long did you keep at that?—A. Until I was appointed a
member of the board of registration.

Q. By whom ?—A. I was appointed by the sheriff of the county.
Under the law there the sheriff appoints one, and the judge of the cir-

cuit court another, and the judge of the chancery court another.

Q. You were appointed by the sheriff?—A. Y^'es, sir.

Q. How long were you occupied in the duties of registration ?—A.
About sixty days, I guess.

Q. And after that you were one of the judges of election ?—A. Yes,
sir ; under the law we were required to take charge of one of the boxes.

Q. And, as registrar, you and the two other registrars appointed the
judges throughout the county, did you not?—A. Yes, sir.

THE REGISTRARS AT RAYMOND.

Q. Who were the other registrars with you ?—A. A man by the name
of Simmons was the democratic registrar, and E. J. Alcorn was the
republican in connection with me.

Q. Who appointed Mr. fSimmons?—A. Judge Brown, republican
judge.

Q. Do you know Mr. Simmons ?—A. I know him very well.

Q. He acted with you ?— A. He acted with me.
Q. What kind of a person was he ; how did he perform his duty with

you ?—A. Simmons was a very good man ; he was a lawyer. 1 have
had one case with him down there.

Q. Do you think he is an uj)right and intelligent man ?—A. As far as

I know he is an upright man.
Q. You found him to be so in your intercourse with him ?—A. Yes,

sir.

Q. Did you sit with him at the box that day ?—A. Y"es, sir ; I sat

with him at the box.

ELECTION INCIDENTS AND OFFICERS OF THE TOWN.

Q. Did you see anything at the election, except what. you have de-

scribed, that was irregular or disorderly ?—A. There was nothing there

irregular at the box, with the exception of this man I have spoken of

coming in.



512 MISSISSIPPI ELECTION HINDS COUNTY.

Q. Ton say tbat a crowd of four buudred colored men gathered at

half past six o'clock in the morning: were they within the court-house
or outside ?—A. Outside, in the town.

Q. Waiting for the polls to open !—A. Waiting for the polls to open.

Q. When you held the election, you held it in one of the rooms of the
court-house ?—A. We did not hold it in the room, we held it in tbe
aisle of the court-house that leads in from the main door.

Q. Did you take tbe votes in tbe inner corridor of the court-house, or
from tbe outside window ?—A. From tbe inner corridor,

Q. Were the persons tbat came in to vote let in at one door ?—A.
Yes, sir; at one door.

Q. And let out, after they voted, at another place ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Who was the sheiiff of tbe county T—A. W. H. Earney.
Q. Who was the mayor of the town f—A. 1 did not know the mayor

of Eaymond.
Q. Was he a republican ?—A. A democrat.

Q. Who had the i)olice control of the election that day !—A. The city

authorities ; tbe democrats bad it.

Q. But who had tbe control, the sheriff or the registrars?—A. It

came under tbe registrars; tbat is, tbe law provided that the registrars

should be conservators of the peace; but under tbat law we had no
authority.

NOBODY INJURED AT THE ELECTION.

Q. Was there any one, to your knowledge, personally injured that day
at tlie polls?

—

A. IS^ot a living soul.

Q. Did you yourself know of any obstruction to tbe right to vote of
any one there?

—

A. No further than I have described ; white men were
running around there all the time armed.

Q. Did tbey injure any one ?—A. Tbey did not injure anybody.
Q. When this young man came into the room, wbo were assembled

there with you?—A. There was Mr. Siu)mons; tliere was a son of Mr.
Shelton, wbo was acting as clerk of tbe board of registration, and two
or three other young white men.

Q. They were }noper persons to be there?—A. They were ])roper

persons.

Q. Did you consider them proper jiersons, fit to be trusted with the
duties tbey were performing?—A. 1 regarded them as young men of
good families.

Q. You had a voice in their ?—A. I bad a voice in their selection.

Q. Was anything actually done to you to injure you !—A. There was
nothing actually done to me.

ABOUT THE INTnilDATION OF WITNESS.

Q. Why did you state you left there feeling uncomfortable, and why
is it you mean to say that anything wrong or imi)roi)er was done with
this poll box after you left '—A. 1 mean to say this, that under the law
and under all custom, no armed men under any circumstances Imd any
business in tbe room where the registrars were nuiking up the returns.

Q. Was there more than one came in when this young man canie in

with a gnti on bis l>ack and a bottle of whisky in bis baud?—A. Yes,
sir; there were others in connection with him.

Q. Who were these others ?—A. 1 don't know.
Q. Uow long did they remain ?—A. They staid there until after 12

o'clock.

NO PKOOF or DISHONEST DEALING WITH THE BALLOTS.

Q. Have you any reason to suppose that there was anything tbat was
dishonest done with the ballots in that room by the people you left
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there?—A. Well, I can ouly conjecture iu regard to that matter; I can
say this, that I left the box and the ballots iu charge of the democratic
registrar alone, absolutely alone; and that, under the circumstances, they
might have done what they wanted to do. Whether they did I could
not say.

Q. Did you not say that this man whom you left there, you had acted
with as a registrar, and that he was a lawyer and that you believed hioi
to be a man of character and ?—A. I believe that, sir.

Q. Where was Mr. Alcorn ?—A. He was at his boarding-house; Judge
Alcorn labored under an indisposition at the time, and he was an inva-
lid anyhow.

Q. There was nothing to prevent his being there if he had chosen to
come ?—A. I think he was sick ; he was a day or so to my knowing.

Q. Did he sit with you during the taking of the votes?—A. Yes, sir;

he sat there all day.

THE BOLTON BALLOT-BOX BEOKEN OPEN.

Q. Was there anything that came to your knowledge or made you
believe that the result of the election had been changed by false or
dishonest means

; have you any knowledge of any facts of that kind ?

—A. I have no further knowledge than this : that at one of the precincts
in the county, which was Bolton—a little town called Bolton, right on
the railroad—the republicans carried that, and a gentleman by the name
of Mr. Myrick was on his way home with the box. He is a merchant in

town, and a man of very good standing too. While Mr. Myrick was
entering the hall of his house two or three men, I don't know which,
went behind him and seized him around the neck and took the box
away from him ; wrenched it out of his hands, and hurt his hands to

some extent. They took the box and broke it open and threw the bal-

lots into a well, and they discovered them there the next morning.

Q. What was done with that poll?—A. That poll was thrown out;
but Mr. Simmons made a proposition to the board. One of the judges
of the election and one of the clerks testified before the board of regis-

tration that, so far as they could judge, there was a certain number of

votes when they had finished counting that night ; they had not exactly

finished up, and they were to commence again the next day ; and Mr.
Simmons made aproposition to insert that in the tally-sheet. Mr. Alcorn
objected to that on the ground that it was an irregular mode of proceed-

ing, and that we had no right to insert it upon conjecture. I agreed with
Mr. Alcorn. ' Mr. Simmons took me aside and asked me to concur with
him in making a statement in the tally-sheet that Bolton had polled a
certain number of votes. I told him that I could not possibly do it ; I

did not think it was according to law, and I did not think it right to

conjecture as to the number of votes polled at Bolton. That was the

ouly thing that I ever thought looked as if he was willing to do any-

thing that was wrong.

SLTBSEQUENT PEOCEEDINGS.

Q. Did you personally, the next day, or at any other time, conclude

your tally ?—A. After I left the court-house?

Q. No; after you and Mr. Alcorn and Mr. Simmons conferred together;

and when you and Mr. Alcorn agreed in rejecting this estimated vote,

did you, after that, complete the vote of the county ?—A. Yes, sir. We
completed it after that.

Q. And the only thing that you know of in the way of any irregularity

was this proposition to you to take this estimated vote which was based
33 MISS
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upou the vstatemeut of tbe judges as far as they proceeded iu count-

iugf—A. Yes, sir.

Q. You don't think that was justifiable ?—xV. I don't think that it was
a fair proposition.

Q. If that had been allowed, would it have given a republican or a
democratic majority at that poll?—A. It would have done this: it

^ould have elected the republican beat ofticers.

Q. The proposition of Mr. Simmons was that you should make the es-

timate the return for that box, which would have elected the republican

officers ?—A. The proposition was to make it a certain number of votes,

which would have defeated these republicans, according to our judg-

ment, and they conceded this.

Q. And you*, having the majority, declined his proposition ?—A. Yes,

sir.

Q. And you threw out that box?—A. Yes, sir; we threw out that

box.

Q. Is there any other irregularity that you know of in regasd to that!

—A. None whatever.

ADYENTUEE AFTER THE CLINTON EIOT.

By the Chairman :

Q. Is there anything else that you wish to state ?—A. I would like to

make this statement to the ccmmittee : that alter 1 left the held at the

Clinton riot I came off in company of two or three gentlemen, who walked
off with mo and went to my home. 1 live right adjoining the town ; I

lived on the suburbs of the town. After I staid there about three-quar-

ters of an hour armed men were coming all the time from Raymond past

my house—men who were living on the road—and I concluded to go
down iu the woods and stay that night, fearing that something might
occur. Well, a committee of ten armed men came to my house and my
wife was there; my wile and the children. I staid in the woods three

days and nights and could not get out. On Tuesday morning I left the

town of Clinton and waliicd to Jackson. I have got a letter here that

I would like the comu)ittee to see also. 1 make this statement, that after

I went to Jackson I returned to my home and staid there until the kill-

ing of Caldwell. I moved out of my home and went in with him, and
on the night of the killing of Caldwell I went down town to look for him,

and wIkmi I got down there he was shot. I did not go exactly up to them

;

I staid behind a little bJacksmith shop. I then turned around, after

I found he was shot, and went down the railroad, and I was captured

there, on the railroad, by a picket of four young men from the Missis-

sippi College, who had Vv'hitney rifles on their shoulders; and after they

halted me they seemed to have been astonished to have captured me there.

I pleaded to them to save my life after they captured me, and they said
" We are obliged to take you back to town and report to our command-
ing ofiQcer." I went back with them, and I appealetl to them all along

the route.

By Mr. Bayaed :

Q. Who was the commanding officer ?—A. Judge Cabinis; he was an
ex-chancellor there under Governor Alcorn's administration. After I

got back there and got right at the corner of the street where Professor

llillman's Female Academy is, in company with these guards, a man
drew a gun down on me, who was standing there, and said, " You are

a dead man;" and the gentleman who wrote this letter was standing

there, jumped in, in front of me, and seized me by the collar and said,

"You come with me; I will take charge of this man;" and he wanted
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to take me to bis bouse, but I said I did uot want to go tbere as tbere
were a lot of young men standing tbere and I felt uneasy about going
tbere and staying tbere tbat nigbt. He said, " Wbere do you want to

go"?" I said, "Take me into Professor Hillman's Female College." He
said, " I will take you in tbere." He was a clerk in a store tbere, and a
Tery good friend of mine. I went in tbere and Mrs. Hillman wanted me
to go up-stairs in ber bed-room and stay under ber bed; and Professor
Hillman came in in company witb Judge Cabinis. After be learned I

was tbere Judge Cabinis tbougbt it was wise for me to stay tbere. Pro-
fessor Hillman did uot tbink so, and tbe result was tbat tbis young man
went up to get my wife and cbild and brougbt tbem down, and Mrs.
Hillman took tbem into ber bed-room and tbey staid tbere all nigbt.

Tbat nigbt I walked to Jackson.
Mr. Hillman went witb me into tbe swamp and left me; be sbook

bands and told me tbat be tbougbt I would get tbrougb safe. After I

got to Jackson 1 wrote tbis young man a letter tbanking bim for bis kind-
ness, and bere is bis reply:

Clinton, Miss., January 16, 1876.

Dear Sm : Your esteemed favor of recent date •u'as handed me a few days since by
Mr. Lewis. In reply, I must say that I think you overestimate the little act of kind-
ness shown you by myself on the night of the 30th ultimo. I simply did what was my
duty, as my conscience dictated to me, which I hope to be able to do at all times when
a good man's life is at stake, though I feel highly and undeservedly complimented by
you saying that I was the man that saved your life. I will take this expression of
gratitude as an evidence of the friendship you bear toward that part of the white race
that is willing to extend to you the respect and confidence you have merited while you
were a citizen of the ill-fated Clinton ; but, sir, I cannot take it all to myself; I only
did with you what I would have done with any man that had conducted himself as a
man should. I was, indeed, sorry that I was not able to give you the articles you
asked me for. I know that it would have been of advantage to you in your long tramp
that dark and night. I would ask you to come back among us, but I believe it is

useless to do so. My opinion is, and has been, tbat you have accomplished much good
among us, and it is with regret that I acceiit your absence from our community. And
wheresoever you go I predict for you success, and I trust you may one day be induced
to call by this way and see some of your friends.

And, in bidding you adieu, allow me, as a disinterested friend and well-wisher, to

suggest to you, tliat if you stop anywhere in the sunny South that you be very par-

ticular and cautious about your association, especially politicians.

With this s-uggestiou I will close for the present, but will again speak to you on tha
subject.

Hastily, your friend,

JOHN W. TODD.
Mr. W. II. Bell,

Jackson, Miss,

Tbis gentleman is a clerk in tbe store of tbe gentleman tbat presided
over tbat peace conference in Jackson tbat called on Governor Ames
and demanded bim to disband bis militia.

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. Is tbis one of tbe young men who was under arms tbat nigbt?

—

A. He was one of tbe young men wbo were under arms, and tbe sup-

l^osition is tbat bis brotber was engaged in tbe killing of Senator Cald-

well—tbat is tbe general impression down tbere. I bad done bim some
little favors; I bad, in my capacity as a member of tbe bar, done some
favors for wbite people as well as colored.

ADVENTURE AT COURT.

By tbe Chairman:

Q. Wbat led you to leave Mississippi?—A. Tbere is anotber tbing
tbat I would like to state to tbe committee. Tbere was a colored man
killed on a place about ten miles from my residence, by anotber colored
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man. Some of the colored citizens bad, in that neighborhood, employed
me to prosecute this man who killed the other man. He was arrested
on Saturday night, and taken before a justice of the peace and released
on a bail of $oU0. They did not think it was right, and they came over
and employed me, and I got on the cars the next morning and went to
Jackson and prosecuted him before a justice of the peace in Jackson.
The result was that I sent him to jail without bail. There was a young
white fellow there by the name of Dameron—I made a pretty bitter
speech against this black man, and in my remarks I made a statement
that had that been a young white man that had killed a man of his own
color who was of this man's age who was killed, (he was Gi years of age,)
they would have risen in arms and hung him to a tree; and I went on
in that strain. This young fellow Dameron met me outside of the court-
house two or three days afterward. He had been out to the jail to see
this black man who had killed the other man, and I asked him what
was the result about the case of this man, whether it was concluded to
postpone his trial—continue his trial until the next term of the court.

He said, ''What in hell is it your business?" I said, "I was employed by
the citizens in the case." lie was a man that everybody knows carried
his navy six on his side. 1 did not say anything more then. He was
angry with me for having prosecuted this man. 1 went into the court-

house quickly, because I knew how the men acted in that country down
there, and that ended that.

Two or three days afterward I met him on the corner on the opposite

side of the court-house. I was talking to two or three of my friends,

and he was going along in company with two or three young white
men ; thej' stopped about as far as from here to that hat-rack, [about 20
feet,] and he looked deliberately at me. Well, I glanced at him, and
one of the young men said, " There is your beauty now, why don't you
go for him." I saw the fellow wanted to bring on a difficulty, and I

went into a saloon right on the corner, and that closed up that.

LEAVES THE STATE.

My wife said to me, " The best thing you can do is to leave this State

and go to Washington." I made up my mind to do so ; I bought my
tickets, I don't know on what night it was; 1 know there was a man I

noticed when I bought my ticket, a very nice-looking man, and a man
who looked like a man of some influence. I got on the train at 3 o'clock

at night and left in company with my family, and this man was on the

train. When we got to Canton a big rough white man got on, and began
to rush up and down the car with a bottle of Avhisky, asking his friends

to drink. This man whom I had noticed at the depot was sitting oppo-

site to me. It was on Sunday night, and we went on up to Holly Springs,

and several young fellows got on between Clinton and Holly Springs.

When I got to Holly Springs I felt uneasy about their actions on the

train ; I went out on the platform and looked over in the town of Holly

Springs to see if I could see a friend of mine, when one of the young
fellows said to me, " Halloo, Bell,where arc you traveling ?" Said I, " I

am just going up the road a little ways ; where did I have the pleasure

of seeing you F He says, " You cut my hair at Clinton." I never had a

pair of scissors in my life in my hand for such a purpose as that, and I

concluded at once that sometliing was wrong, and I went into the car,

and my wife was sitting with her face to me right near the door, and
these young fellows were standing in the aisle right near her, and tliis

big fellow was running up and down the car insulting everybody in

there mostly that was colored ; and he took his pistol out iuul pointed
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at me several times, aud said what lie was going to do, and one man
said, " No, don't do that ; respect the ladies in here." There were one
or two white ladies in the car.

I whispered to my wife," I believe these men are going to assassinate me,
from the manner in which they are acting." She said, " I am under that

"

impression myself; suppose you get off at the next station, and go into

a saloon, aud pretend that you want to get something aud stay off"."

" Well," said I, " I will try it," though I had my pistol with me, but
there was several of them.

I got off at a little placecalled Michigan City, and I went into two or three
different stores, but I found that that would not work, because they all

got down on tl>e platform and watched me there. I had given my wife
her tichet, and had mine, and told her to wait in Louisville, Kentucky,
and I would meet her there, aud to go to a colored friend I had there,

young Harper, a member of the Louisville bar, and stop with him until

I got there. I found that it would not do for me to stop in that little

place. I had walked around in town. The whistle blew, and I ran as if

in a hurry to get on the car, and the result was that I jumped on the
palace sleeping-car behind. I swung on there, and got up and called the
porter to me, and, says I, "There is some men iu that car there that
seem to be wanting to make an attack on me, and I want to get off

within two miles of the next station." Said he," When the whistle blows
that is your time to get off; I am satisfied that there is going to be
trouble here." Said I, " Now, I wish you to take charge of my wife when
she gets to Louisville; get a carriage and take her up to Mr. Harper's."

I knew him well ; he was from Louisville himself.

I got within two miles of Grand Junction—there was a little cabin of
colored i)eople—I jumped off' the car while it was going at full speed,
aud I went up to these colored people's house, and the woman's husband
was not there. I told her I was very much fatigued. I had fallen in

the mud when I had got off the car. I did not tell her what was the
matter, because the woman was so extremely ignorant that I could not
make her understand me. 1 staid there until about seven o'clock, when
her husband came home, aud I persuaded him to go down to Grand
Junction with me. We went down there, and I got in with a colored per-

son, and staid until about three o'clock the next morning, and when
the cars came along I jumped on and went to Louisville, aud got there

that night at ten o'clock, aud met my wife, and left Louisville the next
day.

H. T. FISHEK—HINDS COUNTY.

Washington, D. C, July 12, 1S76.

HiKAM T. Fisher sworn and examined.

PEKSONAL STATEMENT.

By Mr. Caimekon :

Question. Where do you reside?—Answer. My home is at Jackson,

Miss., but I am temporarily here. I have resided in that State, except
one year, since the close of the war.

Q. Of what State are you a native ?—A. I am a native of the State of

Ohio.
Q. Did you take any part in the late civil war ?—A. Yes, sir ;

I en-

listed in 18G1 ia the Armv, aud I served through until the spring of

1860.
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Q. la what capacity did you serve in the Army ?—A. I served as
private in the first place, and non-commissioned officer, and was mus-
tered out as a captain.

, Q. When did you remove to Mississippi ?—A. I removed there as a
civilian in the spring of 1866. I first went to Jackson, Miss., in 1865,
and while I was still in the service ; made arrangements for planting,
expecting to make Mississippi my permanent home when I was mnstered
out of the service, which I did.

Q. What occupation were you engaged in while in Mississippi ?—A.
Well, sir, 1 planted two years, and then I was engaged in the newspa-
per business, which is my iirofession now.

Q. What newspapers were you connected with while in Mississippi?

—

A. I was first connected with the Jacksou Pilot, and then I established
and edited the Educational Journal of Mississippi, and subsequently I
was connected as editor and publisher with the iState Leader, and last

with the Jackson Daily Times, which I was editing last summer and fall.

POLITICS OF WITNESS AND OF BARKSDALE.
Q. With which party were j'ou connected while in Mississippi ?—A.

I went to Mississippi a democrat, and affiliated with that party until after

the election in 1807. A wing of the democratic party were in favor oi

the reconstruction policy of Congress, and I co-operated with that wing.
It was represented principally by Mr. Barksdale, editor of the Clarion,
who was a very ardent supporter of the reconstruction policy at that
time, and wrote some very strong articles in its favor. And I continued
with the democratic party until after the election of 1867, when all the
democratic party united against the policy of reconstruction. I then
disconnected myself with thiit organization and became a member of
the republican party, which I have been ever since.

Q. State whether Mr. Barksdale changed his views upon that ques-
tion, as appeared from his newspaper.—A. I should judge that he had
changed his views entirely as early as 1808. The reconstruction party,
or element of the party, was very strong in 1S67, though not as strong
as the other wing ; but after the Ohio election, when that State declared
against negro suli'rage by about one hundred thousand majority, and
the opinion prevailed South that the democratic party would triumph
in the ensuing presidential election of 1868, it seemed that the recon-

struction democracy entirely collapsed, and leit every man out, in the
State who espoused that cause. Mr. Barksdale co-operated with the
democracy in 1868 and indorsed the platform of the party adopted in

that year. I have it before me hei'e.

DEMOCRATIC PLATFORM IN 1868.

Q. What did the platform of the party of 1868 declare upon that sub-

ject, if anything ?—A. Well, I have here the platform adopted on the
loth of January, 1868, iu which I find this resolution :

"Hesoiced, That the nefarious design of the republican party in Con-
gress to place the white men of the Southern States under the govern-
mental control of their late slaves, and degrading the Caucasian race as
the inferior of the African negro, is a crime against the civilization of
the age, which has only to be mentioned to be scorned by all intelli-

gent men, and we therefore call upon the people of Mississippi to vindi-

cate alike the superiority of their race over the negro and their political

power, and to maintain constitutional liberty."

Q. Some testimony was given before the committee in Mississippi in

regard to the white-line policy adopted by the democratic party iu that
State : I ask you how early that policy was adopted by the democratic
party, and how constantly it has been adhered to by the party since.
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ADOPTION OF THE WHITE-LINE POLICY BY' THE MISSISSIPPI DEMOCRACY.

A. The first official proclamation of democratic principles after recon-
struction began, in 1SG7, is presented in the resolution I have just read.
Tiiat was the first assemblage in State convention. At another conven-
tion of the party, held at a later day, probably as late as March or April
of that year, my recollection of it is that they promulgated substantially
the same policy. The contest of that year was made largely in opposi-
tion to the new constitution on their part, and that was the fundamental
basis upon which they orgauized. Our opinion was that they opposed
the new constitution more on account of their opposition to reconstruc-
tion than on account of the provisions of that instrument which were
regarded as obnoxious. Subsequently, however, for several years the
democratic party adopted compromise i^latforms, iudorsiug the' recon-
struction polic}^ of the Government, and adopting such platforms as in
fact might be regarded as pretty sound republican doctrine. The plat-

form adopted in 1869, upon which Mr. Dent was made a candidate for

governor, was a republican platform, and he was presented as much as
a republican candidate as a democratic candidate. Subsequent plat-

forms were of about the same character. The platform of the party
during the last campaign in the State was a very good one. Kothiog
appeared objectionable in that platform ; but the party leaders in the
different sections of the State didn't regard that as at all binding upon
them, as I could very easily show from extract's from their newspapers.
They maintained all the while that it was a declaration in favor at the

white line policy, and many of tbem claimed that it was a great mistake
that they ever resolved to pursue any other policy than the Vviiite-line

policy upon which they originally, in reconstruction, entered upon the
canvass of the State. This vv-hite-Iine policy of 1875 is substantially the
same as the policy of ^6S-, and during all this period of reconstruction
aud republican government in the State, while the democratic party has
been pledging itself to republican principles apparently, we generally
understood that the real sentiment of the party was oi)posed to those
principles : and there are frequent declarations of that kind made by the
newspapers and by men upon the stump.

witness's KNOWLEDGE OF THE CAMPAIGN.

Q. Did you take any part in the i)olitical campaign of 1875 in Missis-

sippi?—A. Yes, sir ; I necessarily took some part in it.

Q. You may begin. Captain Fisher, and state your knowledge of the
manner in which that campaign was conducted by the democratic party
in the State of Mississippi.—A. My knowledge of the manner in which
the campaign was conducted by personal observation is confined merely
to Hinds County, where I reside. 1 had a considerable opportunity
of knowing about how the campaign was going on in other portions of

the State through my numerous exchanges, republican and democratic.

Q. Well, you may proceed.—A. When the democratic State conven-
tion was held in August, 1875, and a moderate platform was presented,
apparently the moderate element of the party had the ascendency in

that convention, and would have in the canvass of the State, and the
republicans were very much encouraged because there was evidence in

that to their minds of a peaceful aud quiet canvass and election. We
always feared that great danger would come to the State aud to the re-

publican party if the attempt were made to organize upon the white-
line policy, because we knew that the worst elements of the party would
control the organization, and that they would be utterly regardless of
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the means tney employed to carry the State. Hence, we hailed the an-

nouncement of that platform and the evidence of good-will and an hon-
orable canvass by that party with considerable pleasure. But it soon
became evident that those were mere idle declarations, and that they
were not to be observed by the party at large in the State to any
great extent.

DEMOCRATIC NEWSPAPERS ADVOCATE WHITE-LINE POLICY.

The press of the State about that time was i)articularly ardent in its

declarations in favor of the white-line policy, as I might show from
numerous extracts that I made at the time from democratic exchanges,
and everywhere there were evidences that the white-line organization

was to be the organization of the democratic party.

The Hinds County Gazette, regarded as a conservative newspaper,
and edited by a gentleman who has since been elected to the legislature,

and, I believe, was United States commissioner at the time, espoused
that cause, and favored that sort of an organization. I have here an
extract from an editorial that appeared in that paper, I think, as early

as June or July, 1875.

Q. Where was the paper published f—A. At Eaymond, Hinds County,
Mississippi. This is an extract, and I read it to show the spirit in which
the canvass was inaugurated in our county, and I may say here, that

this extract was very largely indorsed throughout the State by the
democratic press, and accepted as presenting the proper policy to be
pursued under like circumstances elsewhere. I will read the extract

:

Thei'e are tliose wbo thiuk that the leaders of the radical party have carried this

system of fraud and falsehood just far enough in Hinds County, and that the time has
come when it should be stopped—peaceably if possible, forcibly if necessary. And to

this end it is proposed that whenever a radical pow-wow is to be held, the nearest
auti-radical chib appoint a committee of ten discreet, intelligent, and reputable citi-

zens, fully identified with the interests of the neighborhood, and well known as men of
•veracity, to attend as representatives of the tax-payers of the neighborhood and coun-
ty, and true friends of the negroes assembled, and that whenever the radical speakers
proceed to mislead the negroes, and open with Calsehuods, and deceptions, and misrep-
resentations, the committee stop them right then and there, and compel them to tell

truth or quit the stand.

I may say truthfully in that connection that, so far as I have any
knowledge of the jwlitics of this county, and I probably am as familiar

with the county as any i)eison in it, I never have known such speeches
to be made as he declares here to have been made. The county of Hinds
was probably as well governed as any county in the State, democratic
or rei)ublican. The people paid their taxes as willingly, and they were
as well contented probably as in any county in the State. 1 don't re-

member to have seen or heard of any complaints of maladministration
of any consequence, and we were of the opinion that Hinds County was
pretty fortunate in being well governed: that there was no cause for

complaint from any source.

Notwithstanding this, however, we had this declaration thrown into

our faces, and it was evident to us at once that a desperate campaign
was about to be inaugurated. AVe knew what would certainly follow if

this policy were carried out in the counly, and we had no rigiit to think

that it would not be ; that it could only lead to bloodshed ; that blood-

shed must be inevitable ; that if the democratic citizens claimed the right,

and would assert the right, to attend our meetings and disturb and break
them up in this manner, that the republicans would not be likely to

stand it, and the result would be bloodshed.

THE CLINTON RIOT.

The first disturbance we had in the county after that declaration oc-
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curred on the 4tb of September, lS7o, familiarly known as the Clinton
riot.

Q. You were present at that meeting, I believe 1—A. Yes, sir. The
posters for some weeks previous had announced that Governor Ames,
Hon. James Hill, secretary of state, and myself would address a repub-
lican meeting at that i^lace on that day. It was to be the opening meet-
ing of the canvass in the county, and the republican clubs throughout
the county were invited to attend, and probably as many as five or six

clubs, making five or six hundred men from remote portions of the
county, attended the meeting.

THE REPUBLICANS WERE UNAEMED.
I wish to say right here, inasmuch as I have seen a great deal in

the democratic papers in the State about the character of the prepa-
ration to have a difficulty at Clinton on that day, that there were in-

structions given to the reublican clubs throughout the county to leave
their arms at home. I was sitting on the gallery of Mr. Caldwell's

house about eleven o'clock on the day of the meeting, and there were
the presidents of some of the clubs and leading members of others pres-

ent, and we were talking over this matter of coming with arms, and
congratulating ourselves that the republicans had turned out that day
almost wholly without arms, which I believe to be so, so far as my
knowledge goes, and I have a right to know, because I inquired par-

ticularly into that matter.

SENATOR CALDWELL'S PEACE POLICY.

Governor Ames and Mr. Hill didn't attend the meeting. Mr. Hill

had an engagement at Vicksburgh, and Governor Ames, for some rea-

son that I don't know, was not i)resent. We were advised that they
would not join the meeting a few days before it was held, and then Mr.
Caldwell suggested that the democrats wanted to have a joint discus-

sion. Mr. Caldwell resided at Clinton. He said he thought it would be
conducive of good feeling to give the opposite party an opportunity to

say what they might have to say, and that we could very well afford to

hear them, because it would give us au opportunity probably of speak-

ing to democrats ; that they would very rarely attend our meetings

;

and I quite cordially agreed with him, and said to him that he might
se« the democratic committee at Clinton, and let them invite whoever
they pleased, and I would be on hand and discuss the questions of the

day with him.

JUDGE JOHNSTON'S DEMOCRATIC SPEECH.

They invited Judge Johnston, of Jackson, a very conservative and
good man, to speak upon their side. By the arrangement which we
entered into, Judge Johnston was to speak an hour and I was to speak
an hour and a half, and he was to have a half an hour to close the dis-

cussion.

The meeting was called together about half past twelve o'clock, and
Judge Johnston took the stand and spoke his allotted time. There
was no disturbance, but the utmost good order prevailed and attention

to his speech by both republicans and democrats. There had been the

precaution taken by the parties who arranged for the meeting on that

day to have a number of policemen appointed to preserve order, and
they had particular instructions to see that no intoxicating drinks or

liquors of any kind were brought onto the ground. It was a sort of

gala day with the republicans, and, as I have said, they came from all

parts of the county, and brought with them their wives and children.
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There were many small cliildren and very many women, and a very
large attendance, probably from two thousand to twenty-five hundred
lieople.

THE "WITNESS BEGINS HIS REPLY.
After Judge Johnston had completed his speech 1 was introduced,

and began by complimenting the judge upon his very conserva-
tive and conciliatory remarks, and congratulated the audience that he
had made such a speech ; and expressed the opinion that if such
speeches were made in conjunction with republican speeches in the
county, it must have the effect of doing a great deal of good, and that,
for one, I was particularly anxious and desirous that such meetings
might be held throughout all the county during the canvass; that the
democratic speakers and republican speakers might meet together and
address mixed audiences, and let the people judge from the speeches for
themselves whether it was better to vote the democratic ticket or the
republican ticket, or not to vote at all.

THE KIOT BEGINS,

I had spoken in that strain probably five minutes, when I saw a dis-

turbance, and the gathering ofa number of men on the left of the stand,
about fifty jards distant, and in a short time it became so boisterous
that they disturbed mj" speaking, and I stopped. I saw that a large
l^ortion of the audience toward tbe outskirts were leaving and going
toward the trouble, and I requested the gentlemen to ren)ain there and
listen to me, as my time was limited, and that 1 supposed the difficulty

would not amount to much, and if they would give me their atteutiou I
would go on.

Q. Who were the men engaged in this disturbance?—A, If you Mill

permit me, I will state what little I know on that subject.

Q. Very well; go on in your own way.—A. There were cries of "Go
on, go on,'^ and a large portion of the audience seemed willing to remain
there, democrats as well as republicans. I attempted to speak again,
but it seemed that the trouble was more attractive than I was, and they
continued to gather over in that direction. 1 then turned to the time-
keeper, Mr. Uendricks, a democrat, and asked him to give me credit for
the lost time, and waited leisurely upon the stand for the disturbance to
quiet down, and had no idea that it would prove so serious. lu fact, I
thought we had so thoroughly satisfied those who might antagonize us
that day, by making the concession for a joint meeting, tliat I could
have no idea that there was going to be a disturbance. We waited
there probably a few miuutes. There were a number of us remaining on
the stand.

In the mean time the band struck up. The musicians knew the fond-
ness of tbe colored people for music, and they thought that the beating
of the drums would put theui in good cheer and bring them back to the
stand, as the band was close to the slan/1 at the time. They played
a few minutes, when I heard a shot fired down iu the midst of the
crowd. There was a very large crowd where the pistol was tired, and
I could hear some very boisterous talking. After the first shot was
fired, then the shots came in such rapid succession that they could not
be counted. Of course, that dispersed the crowd, and there was con-
siderable screaming and running and excitement. Then there was a
short cessation in the firing—only an occasional shot. I suggested to
Judge Johnston that we go down to the scene of the disturbance and see
if we could not suppress it. The judge said that he certainly had said
or done nothing to provoke a disturbance, and I said to him he had not;
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and I certainly badu't, as I Lad bad no opportunity of speaking; but I
said to bim tbat we might possibly quell the disturbance—that 1 « ould
use my influeuce v» ith my friends and he might with his, and he partially

consented to go; and we were about to go, wheu the firing was resumed^
much heavier than at first, aud it was more general and promiscuous
thronghoat the crowd.

WHO THE AUTHOES OF THE DISUEBAXCS WERE.
Many shots were fired. I do not know, personally, who were the

authors of the difSculty, inasmuch as they were too far away from me to

see. 1 will say this: that I do not think it was a concerted purpose or

plan upon the part of all the white men there, if it was upon the part of

some, to have this difficulty. There were a number of peaceable and
well-disposed citizens gathered there, who, I think, were as much sur-

prised as I was. I met some of them on the way over to Clinton from
the scene of the disturbance. I mention Captain Katcliff, of Eaymond,
and a Mr. Hughes, who resides near Clinton. I overtook them on the
way to Clinton, and asked them if they would not co-operate aud prevent
the disturbance from extending over to the town; that I thought it a
very serious and sad affair, and that it might extend to town if soine-

thiug were not done to j)revent it. They said they would be very glad

to co-operate with me in doing anything they could do, although tliey

did not see that anything could be done, and they told me at the time
that they were not armed aud not expecting any dilficulty.

There were some desperate j'oung men upon the ground, who, I under-

stood, were in the difficulty, and I jadge from what I saw of them dur-

ing the day that they had been drinking, and they probably were engaged
in this first firing ; but I do not know how many of them were respon-

sible for it.

Q. Where were these young men of whom you have spoken from <

—

A. Well, sir, some were from Clinton ; one of them, I think, was
from Yazoo City—I have forgotten his name, but he was a young
lawyer. I have frequently seen him. I had personal acquaintance witli

but few of them, although I had seen them before in their several locali-

ties at home.

POSITIVELY ^-0 PIlErARATIOXS FOR DISTUr.BA:>CE BY THE REPUB-
LICANS.

The firing was an entire surprise to the republicans present, as I have
every reason to know, and I am fully satisfied ; and this point I wish to

make explicit, because 1 inquired particularly before and after the riot

to ascertain the fact whether there was any preparation upon the part of

republicans to have a difficulty there that day ; aud I think that it w-:,

infinitely more deeply regretted by them than by the other party, be-

cause, as the result shows, nearly all the evil consequences of the riot

fell upon the republicans of the county and State ; and their disposition

for peace and for quiet, and for orderly meetings, and for an orderly

election, was not only manifest in Hinds County, but it was generally

throughout the State of Mississippi, as we knew that only by a peaceable

canvass and peaceable election we would be able to get our voters out

and carry the State, which we felt entitled to do.

UTTER TERROR IN HINDS COUNTY UNTIL THE ELECTION.

I might add, probably, that after the Clinton riot the county of Hinds
was thrown into a state of utter terror, which prevailed until the day of

etection. The results of that day's meeting virtually closed the canvass in

that county. In many portions of the county republicans were com-
pelled to disband their organizations, their clubs.
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REPUBLICANS C03IPELLED TO DISBAND THEIR CLUES.

Q. How compelled ?—A. Well, sir, the means employed were vari-

ous. In the first place, there was considerable riding through the
county, killing and shooting, and conduct of that sort immediately fol-

lowing the Clinton riot. The result of that was the driving to Jackson
of from three to five hundred refugees within ten days.

REPUBLICAN REFUGEES IN JACKSON.

Q. Colored men?—A. Colored men. We quartered them in the
court-house and upon the lawn adjoining it, and in various ways; and
of course they came there without money and without anything to eat,

and we had to supply them the best we could from our own private

imrses. They lingered along there in the city for several days. Some-
times a few of them would venture home on democratic promises, and
would be driven back, according to their statements, which I have no
doubt were true.

MURDER OF BYRAM.

There was one young colored man from Byram, ten miles from Jack-
sou, who proceeded to go home on solicitation of democrats, and he got
about half-way home upon the highway and was murdered, and his

body shot through several times with large balls.

OTHEE VICTniS—CROPS ABANDONED—COLORED CITIZENS EXILED.

Others fared no better than that ; and many who had crops growing
in the lower part of the county m ere afraid to go home and gather them

;

and some went back into other counties under assumed names, so that

they might not be identified, and forfeited their crops at home and went
to work elsewhere to make a living.

THE VARIOUS MEANS EMPLOYED TO CO^HPEL DISBANDMENT OF
REPUBLICAN CLUBS.

The means em])loyed to control the colored voters in this matter, to

compel them to disband their clubs, as 1 have said, were varied, but.chief

among these was the determined purpose, which was apparent from the
declarations of the opposite party, to carry the election at any hazard
and imperil the lives of men who asserted themselves to be republicans;

so that it became absolutely hazardous for a man to reside in that sec-

tion of the country and let it be known that he was a republican ; and
for his own safety and for the safety of his family, that he might stay at

home and gather his crops, he had to renounce his republicanism and
go in with the democrats; and owing to these provocations a great many
republicans, as I well know, fearing for their lives and for the safety of

their families, joined the democratic clubs in that portion of the State,

abandoned their own clubs, and gave in their names to the democratic
clubs just to be let alone, because they always promised them if they
would do that they would give them protection, but they could have no
protection unless they did. That was the feeling. And then the killing

of republicans on account of their prominence as republicans, probably,
and for their adherence to the party, in the different i)arts of the county,

convinced those who remained that there was absolute danger that their

lives would be taken.

REPUBLICAN STRENGTH OF HINDS COUNTY— ITS DEMOCRATIC
MAJORITY.

Our county is probably a republican county by not less than two
thousand to twenty-five hundred majority. We had been carrying the

county by that majority for the past live or six years, and there had been
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a large increase of republican voters during tbe last eighteen months.
We were entitled to carry it by that majority last fall, whereas it went
democratic by about fifteen hundred majority. A peaceable election
would have gained us the county by two thousand at least.

THE REPUBLICAN COMMITTEE PROTESTS AGAINST THE TERRORISM.
The county republican committee, a few days before the election, pro-

tested in very severe terms against the violations of the peace-compact,
entered into by General George and Governor Ames, by the democrats
in the county. That paper was placed in the hands of Mr. Chase, I be-
lieve; he may have it. There are also some resolutions, passed at a
public meeting in the hall of the house of representatives at Jackson
on Saturday before the election on Tuesday, protesting alike against the
flagrant violations of the compact and its utter disregard, and the fact

that terrorism was so great that men were afraid to go to the polls and
vote as they saw fit to ; and we well knew that, because we had reports
every day, I might say every hour of the day, from different portions of
the county ; colored men would come in thirty and thirty-five miles to
report that condition of affairs, so that it seemed that they could not
possibly go to the polls and vote unless they had some sort of protec-
tion. We saw that we could do nothing for them but protest against
the character of the canvass that was being made against us.

PROTECTION-PASSES GIVEN TO NEGROES BY DEMOCRATS.

Q. Do you know that General George gave colored men who had
been driven into Jackson passes to return to tbeir homes—a sort of
protection ?—A. I don't know, sir, whether General George gave any
such passes or not. There were many such j)asses given. I think that
a large majority of those colored men who had been driven, as I have
just said, into Jackson after the Clinton riot, and finally returned to

their homes, went back on promises to forego their republicanism, and
did accept such passes. I have seen a number of them. We printed in

the Times one or two such iiasses as samples of the character of the
passes that were being given at the time.

NO SAFETY WITH THEM.

Q. By whom did they purport to be issued ?—A. Well, I don't know
that they were issued by any special authority. Prominent gentlemen
in different localities, whose names were known throughout the county,
took the responsibility of giving such passes. In some instances the
employers of these men would give them i)asses of protection to pass
them home. They were insecure to go without they were protected,

in most instances.

Q. Such passes, so far as you know, were given always by demo-
crats, were they ?—A. Yes, sir. A republican pass would not have
been worth a great deal.

Q. Have you got a copy of any of those passes with you ?—A. No,
sir ; I have not.

HAS STUDIED THE FINANCES OF MISSISSIPPI.

Q. Did you make the finances of the State of Mississippi and of
Hinds County a specialty while you were in that State ?—A. Well, sir,

I paid considerable attention to the finances for some time. While I

was a member of the legislature I was also a member of the committee
of ways and means, and required to study the finances pretty closely

j

and 1 had also to study them thoroughly in order to be able to write

upon them for the papers.

Q. Some witnesses were before the committee while the committee
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was iu Mississippi, particularly Mr. Barkstlale, tbe editor of tlie Clarion,

wlio testified ia regard to the finances of tlie State. Mr. Barksdale's
testimony tended to show that the finances had been very extravagantly
managed by the republican State authorities. I am not certain whether
he referred to the finances of tbe county of Hinds or not 5 I think he
did not. What have you to say, if anything, in regard to the manner
in which the finances of tbe State were managed by the republican offi-

cials?—A. Well, sir, I did think, at the time I was a member of the
legislature, which was during the years 1872 and 1873, that our taxes
were too high. 1 found, however, that it was almost impossible to get
along with less taxes and less money ; and we stutlied economy, I think,
with as much earnestness as men well can do under such circumstances.

MISSISSIPPI HAS KO CEEDIT ABROAD BECAUSE SUE EEPUDIATED HER
DEBTS.

Our State had no credit, as you know, at all abroad ou account of her
repudiation record, and we were wholly dependent upon our people at home
to purchase our bonds and to take up our circulating paper, it I may so

speak of our State warrants. We had no credit out of the State at all,

and we fopnd the State somewhat in debt when we took control in 3870.

and we found it necessary to make very heavy disbursementsto rebuild the
public institutions of the State, and to extend, enlarge, and repair
them. We found, to get the means of establishing a thorough system
of free education and of spending money on various accounts, that it

did not enable us to cut down our taxes but very little at that time.

INCREASE OF TAXES IN 3IISSISSIPPI, BEFORE AND AFTER THE WAR,
LESS THAN IN THE NORTHERN STATES.

Kelatively, as compared with taxation before the war, the increase of

taxation, say at the close of Governor Ames's administration, and ex-
penditures for public purposes, was not more than one-third in excess
of expenditures in I8G0 ; and the study of the finances of the difierent

States of the nation will show that the expenditures throughout the
country have increased about 3U0 per cent, above what they were in
18G0. And you may go from the State of Massachusetts to Ohio and
Indiana and Illinois, and on West, and almost invariably you will find

that is the proportion of increase; but the increase iu Mississippi, as I
have stated, of Governor Ames's last years administration as compared
"With 18G0, taking the amount of revenue coming into the treasury, did
not exceed the former amount more thau one-third ; and the last year
of our finances in Mississippi was undoubtedly the best of the whole
term of republican administration, because they were constantly getting
better. Taxes were being reduced, and we thought there was no good
ground for complaint on that account.

now THE DEMOCRACY IIAYB REDUCED THEM.
To show you now just how the democratic legislature found the State

finances when they commenced legislation last winter, I remember see-

ing a joint resolution introduced by a democratic Senator, Chalmers, in

which he declared that unless certain compromises could be made of the
State debt, the bonds and interest of which amouuted to only $500,000,
so that a very small installment of that debt should be paid during
the current year 1870, they would not be able to reduce the State
taxes at all. There had to be a compromise by which $200,000 of the
debt falling due this year could be deferred and its payment postponed
in order to reduce the taxes at all, showing that they found that tlie

taxes had been reduced to about as low a figure as they could well get
along with.
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Now, a comparison of tbo taxes in 1S75 levied under Ames and
those levied by the democratic legislature of 1S76, shows a reduc-
tion of not to exceed three and one-half mills ; that is my recollection.

And then giving us credit for the tax of two mills for schools, which
they did not levy this year, that would be actually reducing the taxes
for the sam(^ purposes only one and one-half mills.

The money accruicg under licenses for retailing liquors, and the sale

of public lauds and the like, becomes available now immediately for the
school-fuod, whereas under republican administration, before the con-

stitutional amendment was adopted, that became a permanent fund, and
we could not use more than the interest, and therefore they have been
enabled to reduce taxation on accountof schools and at the same time
maintain comparatively the same educational fund. The amendment
was a republican measure, and passed by them.

Q. They used the principal of the fund instead of the interest, as you
used it before this constitutional amendment ?—A. Yes, sir ; we adopted
the constitutional amendment under Ames's administration; in fact, it

was introduced m 1873 ; but it was not presented i)roperly, and had to

be voted on again in 1875. That makes available about 8200,000, prob-

ably, and more than -SloOjOOO of which is on account of liquor-licenses,

fines, «S:c.

NO DEPRECIATION OF PEOPEETY OVriNG TO REPUBLICAN RULE.

1 wish to say right here that the assessment of real and personal prop-

erty, according to the reports of last year, puts the value of both real

and personal property at about 8127,000,000. Our last assessment was
made four years ago, when the property was valued in amount, perhaps,

at $118,000,000, showing a pretty large falling off in assessments. I

was looking over the reports of the State, of Georgia a few days ago,

and I found that in a single year in that State, under democratic ad-

ministration, there was a falling off in value of real and personal prop-

erty of $11,000,000 ; and there has been a general decline in the value,

in fact, as well as in the assessment of jiroperty throughout the South,
regardless of the i^arty in control. The democracy were making quite

a point in the canvass last fall by showing that their i)roperty had
gradually depreciated under republican administration, when it was not

at all due to that cause, in my judgment. Property has gone down all

over the country.-

PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS REPAIRED UNDER REPUBLICAN RULE.

Q. What public institutions were repaired under republican adminis-

tration in Mississippi or enlarged or improved?—A. Well, sir, we en-

larged the lunatic asylum of the State, at a cost of probably $250,000

;

I think it was about that. Considerable money was spent on the State
penitentiary ; about seventy-five or eighty thousand dollars upon the
State capitol ; and the institution for the deaf and dumb was purchased
at an expense, I think, of about $50,000 ; repairs to the amount of

about $40,000 were made on the governor's mansion ; and there were
some repairs on the blind institute and others that I do not remember,
probably aggregating altogether in the neighborhood of half a million

of dollars or more.

NORMAL SCHOOLS AND EDUCATIONAL EXPENSES.

Q. Any normal schools built or repaired ?

—

A. There was normal-
school property purchased ; I do not remember now at just what expense;
and these schools have been maintained down to the present day ; a
very good class, too. We have been expending in Mississippi about six

hundred thousand dollars a year—between five and six hundred thou-
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sand dollars—for educatioual purposes, and with, very marked results.

In fact, that has been the great burden of our taxation ; yet we did not

feel that we could do without schools for four or five mouths every year
j

and we had to get every dollar of money by taxation npon property,

having no great corporations and companies as they have in the North,

and no mineral and other resources of that sort, and no railroads. In
fact, no railroad tax was imposed in the State at all in 1875, I believe,

so that taxes have fallen pretty heavily upon property in the State nec-

essarily.

RATE OF TAXAlION FOB THE STATE.

Q. What has been the rate of taxation upon the assessed value ?—A.
The rate of taxation has run all the way from six mills on the dollar to

elevea, I think.

THE LAW LI:MITED THE KATE OF TAXATION IN COUNTIES.

Q. Tliat was for State purposes !—A. Yes, sir ; but at the time that

this highest tax of eleven mills was imposed there was a general law
limiting the taxation in the counties to twenty-live mills, or 2J per cent.,

so that the State tax and county tax added together would not exceed
2i per cent. And later, in 1874, I believe, or possibly not nntil 1875,

the law was so amended as to limit the taxation to twenty mills, or two
per cent.

MISSISSirPI TAXATION AS COMPARED WITH OTHER STATES.

Q. For all purposes ?—A. For all purposes. A comparison of the
taxes in Mississippi for 1875 with any other States in the Union will

show that our taxes were comparatively moderate. I have examined
that subject, and I know whereof I spesk.

AS CO^IPARED WITH OTHER SOUTHERN STATES.

Q. How about the rate of taxation in Mississippi compared with the
rate of taxation in other Southern States ?—A. It is relatively the same
as in the State of Alabama, and I think about the same or probably a
little larger than in the State of Tennessee. I am not sure as to Geor-
gia, but I am inclined to think that their taxes there for State and local

purposes were about 2h per cent. That is my recollection. It must be
remembered that while these rates of taxation seem high comparatively,
the assessments were comparatively low, because as taxes went up as-

sessments went down. If a man was paying live mills on his land valued
at ten dollars and the tax was put up to nine mills, he would put the
value down to about five or six dollars.

VALUATION LOWER THAN CASH VALUE OF PROPERTY.
Q. Then, as a matter of fact, the valuation was lower than the actual

cash-value of the property ?—A. O, yes, sir ; I believe that is true
throughout the country, and it is particularly true there. The amount
of money derived or realized to the State was, I know, but very little

greater when the taxes were highest than when they were low, because
assessments went down.

Q. You may state, captain, any other matters within your personal
knowledge which, in your opinion, arc pertinent to the investigation
being made by this committee.—A. I do not think of anything specially.

FIFTY 3MURDERS AFTER THE CLINTON RIOT.

By Mr. McMillan :

Q. In speaking of the causes which led to the intimidation of the colored
voters, after the Clinton riot, you mentioned the fact of murders being
committed in Hinds County within about ten days after the occurrence.

—

A. Yes, sir.
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Q. About what number of murders were committed and over wbat
extent of territory did they extend ?—A. Well, sir, we never were able

to ascertain definitely the number of persons killed in Hinds County
following the riot. The town of Jackson was full of refugees, as I have
told you, and they were bringing in accounts of men being killed, hero
and there, and of men beiug wounded; but although we used our be^t

efforts to ascertain definitely the number wo failed. I have seen the
lunuber variously estimated. My own opinion is that it may be put at

00 killed, although it may not be as many.

A DEMOCRAT ESTIMATES FE03I THIRTY TO FORTY.

I have seen an extract published in the Forest Eegister, taken from
a letter that was written to Forest, Miss., a few days after the Clinton
riot, by a democratic citizen to a friend of his residing at Forest. My
recollection of it is that in this letter he states that there were about
thirty or forty negroes killed, and comparatively lew of them remained
within ten miles of there. I do not think it will ever be known how
many f)ersons were killed as the result of the Clinton riot.

DEMOCRATIC NEWSPAPER THREATS BEFORE ELECTION.

Q. You referred to the utterances published in a paper at Jackson, a
de;i.ocratic paper there, at the opening of the campaign, and to the
effect that the campaign was to be conducted in such a manner that
the democrats should carry the election at all hazards: were there other
utterances of a like kind in different papers throughout the State that,

you know of!—A. Yes, sir; those things were very common in Missis-

sippi about that time.

Q. Well, state generally their extent and their character.—A. Well, sir,

for example, I remember distinctly clipping an extract from the Yazoo
Democrat in which it announced that they would carry the election

"peaceably if they could, and forcibly if they must," meaning that they
would at any rate carry the election. There were very many democratic
papers that expressed sentiments similar to that. Some of them adopted
exactly the words of the Democrat, while others reiterated the same
sentiments in other forms.

We were very well satisfied (I mean the republicans of Mississippi)

some time before the election took place that the democracy had indeed
determined to carry the State regardless of the means that might be
required or the results that would follow ; that was patent upon vari-

ous accounts. I might offer in this connection a number of newspaper
l)aragraphs which I compiled from the current democratic literature at

home, and published in our paper, as going to show the spirit of the
democracy at that time, the character of this organization, and its pur-
jjose, if the committee cares to receive them.

Q. Eave you got theai there!—A. Yes, sir; I have them right here.

1 can vouch for them because I prepared them myself, and I know that
they are properly credited to those several papers. These extracts
show two things quite palpably ; in the first i>lace, that the white-line

organization of the democracy was very general throughout iMississippi

;

and, in the second place, that they had determined to resort, as I have
said, to any means that might be necessary to secure their success. I

can present the extracts here to the reporter if you desire it.

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. Is not that a copy of Mr. Morton's speech that you have there 1—
A. Yes, sir.

Si MISS
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Q. Didn't yoa furnish these extracts to him?—A. I furnished some
of them.

By Mr. McMillan :

Q. The extracts that you have compiled yourself you can put in.—A.
Yes, sir.*

STATE DEBT OF MISSISSIPPI.

Q. You have spoken of the debt of Mississippi : what do you say the
State debt was'?—A. Tht- toral debt of Mississippi at the close of the
fiscal year 1S75 was about a'30(),000.

Q. Was any portion of that debt contracted by the State prior to the
war, the interest being itaid now f—A. 2s'ot of this tliat I have spoken
of; there was, however, a small iudebtcviness upon the part of the
State when the republican party took control, the result of the demo-
cratic administration immediately following the war, which, I think,
amounted to about one hundred and seventy-five or two hundred thou-
sand dollars in outstanding State warrants, which there was no money
in the treasury to pay.
The total debt of the State would have been discharged, I think, and the

State would have been out ol debt under a repul)lican administration, cer-

tainly within three years. We were very rapidly getting rid of our debt
and getting the State in a better financial condition than she had been for
many years. And I must say liere, that at no time since the close of
the war were the State warrants so nearly at i)ar as they were during
last fall while this political campaign was going on. They were vselling

then in the State at upward of ninety cents on the dollar, whereas the
average rate since the war has been from sixty-fiAc to seventy-five cents.

Q. Is the indebtedness arising out of the Chickasaw school-fund
about a million and a half or something of that kind ?—A. Yes, sir; the
indebtedness on account of the Chickasaw school-fund is about $850,000.
That indebtedness was the result of a loan of school-moneys to the sev-
eral railways in the States which was never repaid, neither i)rincipal nor
interest, and the State owes that accrued debtor interest on tliat amount
to the Chickasaw counties, which amounts to in the neigborhood of
$50,000 a year.

Q, That has to be raised by direct tax ?—A. By direct tax upon all the
property of the people of the State.

COUNTY TAXES IN THE RIVER COUNTIES—THE LEVEE TAXES.

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. Do you know anything of the county taxes in the river counties!

—

A. I do not know anything of taxes in the river counties further than
would be embraced under this general law limiting taxation in all

counties of the State to twenty-five mills, or 2J per cent, on the dollar,

in the first place, and latterly to L* per cent. They are, however, in the
river counties permitted to levy a local tax for levee purposes; then,
besides this they are permitted also to levy a tax for county improve-
ments, building court-houses and the like.

Q. You spoke of there being a limitation upon the tax at one time of
2^ per cent, ad valorem, -Aud then again reducing that to 2: do you
mean to say by that that there was no additional tax, beyond the 2
per cent., levied upon the cotton, for instance, at the landings; what is

called a levee-tax? State your knowledge as to the tax and its ex-
tent.—A. I don't now remember the character of the legislation re-

lating to the levee-tax. It is a tax i)eculiar to the Mississippi bot-

tom and the counties subject to inundation and overfiow by the Mis-

* These extracts will be fouud in the '•Documentary Evidence," Part IX.
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sissippi River, and it is geuerally controlled by levee boards. They get
special legislation for those counties, and under that special legislation

they levy additional taxes lor levee purposes ; but not residing in a
levee county, I do not know just what these taxes have been.

Q. You did not mean to include in your testimony the tax of what
you might call the river counties, where a levee tax is raised f—A. The
limit would not apply in those counties, as I understood it, to the levee

tax.

Q. Have you any knowledge of the fact that a tax amounting to a
cent and a half to a pound is imposed upon cotton !—A. I have no
knowledge of that fact. I believe it is, however.

Q. I had rather get your knowledge, and then state any explanation
you have afterward.—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Have you any knowledge at all of the levee taxes levied upon the
river counties in addition to those you have spoken of here?—A. Kot as

regards the amount of tax levied or the rate of taxation for levee pur-

puses.

PERSONAL STATEMENTS AND RECORD.

Q. How long have you been in Washington"?—A. I have been here
since last December, except about two months.

i^. What has been your occupation since you have been here?—A. I

have been engaged in writing for The Republic magazine, most of the
tiu)e.

Q. Do you bold any public office ?—A. No, sir.

Q. Bince you have been in Mississippi have you held any public of-

fices ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. State what they were.—A. I held, in the first place, the appoint-

ment ot registrar of voters.

Q. What year was that?—A. In 18G7. Then I was deputy collector

of internal revenue about eight months; and I was elected to the legis-

lature one term.

Q. Give the date of that.—A. 1871 and 1872. Previous to that I had
been elected State printer.

Q. Were you State printer at the time you were in the legislature?

—

A. Ko, sir; I had been elected State printer in 1870.

Q. How long did you hold that office?—A. I held the office a few
months, when 1 sold out to Messrs. Kimball and Raymond.

Q. When you were elected State printer had you any newspaper?

—

A. Yes, sir.

Q. What?—A. We owned the printing-house and the office.

Q. What paper was that?—A. The Pilot.

Q. Published where?—A. Published at Jackson, Mississippi.

Q. Who were your partners?—A. Mr. Kimball was one of my part-

ners ; was my partner at that time.

Q. Your sole partner ?—A. He was my sole partner in 1870 when I

sold out ; my former partner had been General Stafford.

Q. When you sold out, to whom did you sell ?—A. Kimball, Raymond
& Company.

Q. Mr. Raymond has continued as State printer since, has he not ?

—

A. Yes, sir.

Q. He is the proprietor of the Jackson Times ?—A. No, sir ; the Jack-
son Pilot.

Q. When you sold out your paper, did you sell out your interest in

the right of public printing ?—A. Yes, sir; sold all the right and inter-

est I had in it, and then I established the Educational Journal, and I pub-

lished it about a year, and then was appointed State printer again

—
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Robert J. Alcoru and myself were appointed State printers—and I dis-

posed of the Educational Journal to the superintendent of education,
and became one of the proprietors and editors of the State Leader.

Q. You were, as I understand, the State i)rinter for about two months,
first, in 1S70, and then you sold out at the end of two months ?—A.
Yes, sir.

Q. How long' was that term of ofBce which you so disposed off— A.
That term of office, probably, was about two years; but when I sold it

the firm to whom I sold it was appointed State printer. That appoint-
ment was not a valid one under the constitution, and finding it invalid,

a year later, Governor Alcorn appointed Judge Alcorn and myself State
l^rinters.

Q. Is that Robert J. Alcorn ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. The one who is receiver of public moneys 1—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did the firm to whom you assigned this State printing have the
business until your second term ?—A. Yes, sir ; and afterwards.

Q. When you got it the second time, for what term was that ?—A.
We were appointed. I think, in June, 1871, and continued State printers
until about February, 1872, when there was an election, and the Pilot,

known as the radical organ there—we were running a rather liberal and
conservative republican paper—was elected, by a combination of demo-
cratic members and republicans. State printer, and upon that we discon-
tinued the Leader.

Q. Did you have anything to do with the State printing after that?

—

A. No, sir ; I did not.

Q. Then your connection with the State printing ran from what time
to what time—either you or your assignees ?—A. Properly from jMarch,
1870, to February, 1872 ; I had nothing to do with the State printing
after that.

Q. I observe you say " properly;" what do you mean otherwise than
that?—A. Your question somewhat confused me, because I had been
State printer only two months, and then 1 sold out, and that sale con-
templated the term of two years provided the appointment was good ; but
it was found not to be good; and Governor Alcorn removed Kimball
and Raymond and apjiointed Judge Alcorn and myself State printers.
We then served out the balance of the term, and at the next election
Kimball and Raymond were elected, as I have stated, by a combination
of republicans and democrats.

Q. And they have continued from that time out ?—A. They have con-
tinued under one subsequent election, the term running two years.

Q. Have you had anything to do with the State piinting since the
spring of 1872, directly or indirectly?—A. No, sir; I have neither di-

rectly nor indirectly had anything to do with it, only as a member of
the legislature trying to cut it down.

Q. What positions did you hold other than you have spoken of ?—A.
I have held no other ofdces, in the State or out, during that time.

Q. Then from the spring of 1872 until you came to Washington this

year, your oceu])ation was connection with t he pressas newspaper editor f

—

A. Yes, sir; entirely. During one year 1 was editing the Akron (Ohio)
Daily Beacon—during 1874.

Q. Did you go up there to edit it ?—A. Yes, sir ; I determined to re-

move from the State in 1873, not thinking it a good field for advance-
ment in my profession, and went up there and took charge of tlmt
paper and edited it; but my friends solicited me to return to Missis-
sippi in the spring of 1874, and I consented to do so, and had editorial
charge of the Jackson Daily Times. They contemplated the starting of
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a dailj' paper at Jackson, Miss., and then wanted me to assist in its

editorial control, and I consented to do so, and during last year was
employed as editor of the Jackson Daily Times.

Q. Was that paper a supporter of the administration of Governor
Ames ?—A. JSTo, sir ; it was not directly. The principal proprietor was
not friendly; that was Captain Lake.

Q. Captain Lake is United States marshal, is he not ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q Was he your copartner in the paper ?—A. Yes, sir ; in the edi-

torial work.

Q. Do you maintain your interest in the paper still ?—A. IN"©, sir ; I

have no interest in the paper. The paper in its policy was opposed to
Governor Ames only in some things; but it came to his support pretty
thoroughly aftoT the Clinton riot and during his later troubles.

SENATOR MORTON'S SPEECH, AND WHO HELPED TO COMPILE THE EX-
TRACTS IN IT.

Q. I observe, in reply to a question put to you, first in respect to the
Clinton riot and next in regard to certain questions in reference to the
taxation of the State, that you consulted a pamphlet ; have you it?

—

A. Yes, sir. [Witness hands pamphlet to Senator Bayard.]
Q. This purports to be a speech delivered by Mr. Morton in the

United States Senate in January, 1876"?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. I suppose when you read the extract from the Raymond Gazette
you obtained it from that speech ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And you looked for information in regard to the taxation of the
State to the statements in that speech?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. You read your testimony from what you found there ?—A. I re-

freshed my recollection on a few points from what I found there.

Q. Did you or did you not read from that speech when you gave your
answer ?—A. I did, sir.

Q, Did you or did you not read from that speech when you were
questioned in regard to the proceedings of the Clinton riot, and the
number of persons killed at that time ?—A. No, sir ; I did not. I en-

deavored to find a paragraph taken from the Forest Eegister, in which
it stated the number killed at Clinton—the Forest Register is a demo-
cratic paper—but I do not find the i)aragraiih.

Q. Did you, as a matter of fact, make that political compilation in there
from the democratic press of Mississippi?—A. I assisted in that com-
l)ilation.

Q. Who assisted you ?—A. Well, sir, there were extracts furnished
by different gentlemen.

Q. Name those parties.—A. Judge Alcorn assisted in a portion of the
compilation.

Q. That is Mr. Robert J. Alcorn?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Where did you prepare them ? Where were you at that time ?

—

A. 1 was in tbis city.

Q. Were they prepared in this city ?—A. O, yes, sir.

Q. To whom did you furnish them ?—A. Well, sir, they were fur-

nished to Senator Morton.

Q. At his request ?—A. I was requested to furnish to Senator Morton
all the evidence that I could obtain showing the character of the elec-

tion and of the canvass in Mississippi last fall. I told him that I should
be very glad to do tbat, and that 1 might be able to furnish some ex-

tracts showing the temper of the press, which he said he would be very
glad to receive. And I proceeded to do so ; and a portion of what you
see here is the result of that labor.
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Q. Did you see liim personally aud furuish these to him at his re-

quest?—A. Yes, sir; I did.

WITNESS WAS A DEMOCRAT WHEN HE WENT TO MISSISSIPPI.

Q. I understood you to state that when you first went to Mississippi
you were in affiliation with the democratic party.—A. Yes, sir; i did.

Q. And that you aided in opposition to the reconstruction policy of
Congress.—A. No, sir ; we had a very strong reconstruction party in the
democratic ranks at that time, which was made up of such gentlemen as
Ex-Governor A. G. Brown, Mr. Barksdale, and Ex-United States Senator
Waiter Brook, John W. C. Watson, and some of the best minds in the
State. They all supported reconstruction heartily as being the best
thing that the South could do, aud probably the best policy altogether
for the South; and at one time the democratic party might have been
regarded as being equally divided between the adherents of the recon-
struction scheme and the opponents of it.

OHIO TOOK THE STAKCH OUT OF OUR WING.

Q. With which wing did you act ?—A. I was with the reconstruction
wing, sir

; but the Ohio election took the starch entirely out of our
wing. Ohio declared by about 100,000 majority against negro suflrage,

and all my friends concluded that the North was going democratic the
next fall, certain. That was in 1867, and after that time we had com-
paratively few democrats in the State who supported reconstruction.

REPUBLICAN SINCE 1868.

Q. What was the date of your allying yourself with the republican
party?—A. Well, sir, I suppose I may say the spring of 3868. It was
before the campaign and election of that year.

Q. Since you went into the republican party have you tried to defend
its doctrines f—A. I have, with as much earnestness and devotion as I
could command.

Q. Were you a member of the constitutional convention ?

—

A. No,
sir

; I M^as present in the city at the time, aud a portion of the time was
editing the Jackson Pilot, a newspaper we then established.

Q. Where did you publish this Educational Journal ?—A. At Jackson,
Miss.

Q. During what time?—A. During the summer and fall of 1871.

Q. This gave you a knowledge of the schools of the county ?—A. Yes,
sir ; and of the State.

NUMBER OF SCHOOLS IN HINDS COUNTY.

Q. State, if you can, the number of public schools in Ilinds County.

—

A. I think they have been maintaining in the neighborhood of 125
schools in Hinds County, white and colored. The number has varied,
but it has probably been as high as that at some time.

Q. What ]>roportion of them are colored, and what proportion white?

—

A. Probably three-lifths ; the number of colored pupils may be rela-

tively the same as adults in the county, which would make altogether
more than three-fifths—no, probably not, either. I never have given
that particular thought.

Q. There are separate schools, are there not ?—A. Yes, sir ; there is

no law providing for separate schools in Mississippi, but by common
consent we kept them separate. We thought it much better policy to

do that, and the colored people preferred it.

Q. Can you state the proportionate number of white and black schools
in the county ?—A. Say three colored schools to two white, or three to

five. Our county is largely colored.
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ABOUT CAEDOZO A^D HIS ALLEGED FORGEEIES AND DEFALCATIONS.

Q. Do yoti know Mr. Caidozo, superiuteudeiit of educatiou ?—A. Yes,
sir; I know him.

Q. How long h.ive youkuowu him "1—A. I bave known him, sir, ever
since about '7ii, I tliink.

Q. What office did he hold before he was superintendent of educa-
tion in the State "^—A. He was clerk of the circuit court in Warren
County.

Q. Do you know the amount of the forgeries committed by him as clerk

before becoming superintendent of education ?—A. No, sir ; I do not.

I have heard there were such forgeries, and probablj^ some official

figures had been given, although I do not now remember the amount.
I have heard that it was a considerable amount.

Q. As editor of a public newspaper, didn't this public fact come
under your special observation "?—A. It was not a matter of public dis-

cussion while 1 was editing the paper there in 1875.

Q. Was he indicted for those forgeries as county clerk?—A. He was
indicted, and. he had a trial, I believe, during tbe month of June or

July, 1875. He was not found guilty.

Q. Was he not under many indictments for forgeries committed while

county clerk, when he was nominated for the office of superintendent of

educatiou ?—A. No, sir, he was not ; the indictments were made sub-

sequently.

Q. You don't know the amount of money that was lost to the treasury

by the alleged forgeries ?—A. No, sir ; I think it has never been de-

termined. It is a matter that is under investigation in the courts in

Warren County, and I think it has never been fully determined so as

to know exactly.

Q. Do you know whether there is a defalcation on his part, and what
amount it is, as superintendent of State educatiou, irom the school-tund

of the State 1—A. I never heard it alleged that he was a defaulter to the
educational fund of the State. He has no control over that fund in any
way.

Q. Perhaps I make an error in stating that fund ; but an official de-

falcation by him of the public moneys.—A. I heard that he was in

arrears for a portion of the fund due the normal school at Tugaloo
Station, probably fifteen hundred dollars, or thereabouts. I heard that

report last summer. I have never seen any official st.atement upon the

subject, and I don't know that it has ever been officially investigated by
the legislature or any other competent authority.

Q. Do you know the clerk of the circuit court at Vicksburgh, a man
by the name of Davenport!—A. Yes, sir; I know him.

Q. Are you personally acquainted with him "I—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you know the amount of forgeries, committed by him while he
was county clerk, of county warrants!^—A. No, sir; 1 do not.

Q. Did you never, as a journalist, make publi(;ation of the facts con-

nected with his forgery '?—A, The developments, the original charges

concerning his case, were made while I was not engaged on the press in

the State, and there were no comments made subsequently, as the mat-

ter was before the courts for judicial investigation, and we did not care

to comment upon it.

Q. You never published that in your paper ?—A. No, sir.

Q. Did you ever publish tbese things against Cardozo in your paper ?—
A. They were published by Captain Lake against him when the paper
was established at Vicksburgh ; but it was removed to Jackson when I

became connected with it.
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Q. What was the name of the paper conducted by Cardozo ?—A. In
deed, I have forgotten the name.

Q. It was published in your town, was it not?—A. No, sir; it was
published at Yicksburgh.

Q. It was published in 1875 ?—A. Yes, sir ; I remember now, it was
called the Plaindealer.

ABOUT CAPT. O. S. LEE.

Q. When was the defalcation of Capt. O. S. Lee discovered in Holmes
County "?—A. I think it was discovered about three months ago, but
while I was here.

Q. Not until ISTC?—A. No, sir; I believe not. There was no dis-

covery of it made while I was in Jackson.

THE DEMOCRATIC PLATFORM IN 1868.

Q. You read one resolution of the platform of the democratic party
in 1868 ; look again, and see whether that resolution was a part of the
entire platform.—A. Yes, sir ; it was the last resolution of the platform
of that year.

Q. The rest that accompanies that are as much a declaration of the
principles of the democratic party as the part which you read ?—A.
Yes, sir ; I suppose so.

THE CLINTON RIOT.

Q. Then I wish you would hand them to the reporter and incorporate
them in the testimony. You were at the Clinton riot, I believe?—A.
Yes, sir. [See documentary evidence.]

Q. Was your speech interrupted by the shooting or disturbance that
occurred, or were you interrupted by remarks made f—A. I do not know
that any remarks were made to me ;

if there were I did not hear them.
Q. We have had a great deal of testimony about the Clinton affair,

and the witnesses were not certain, when you were speaking, whether
YOU heard these interruptions noticed by men standing by, and I thought
I would ask you whether you heard them or not.—A. I heard, subse-
quently to the not, when I got home, that such expressions had beeu
made in regard to portions of my speech, or as having reference to my-
self; but I did not hear them, and if I had heard them I should not
likely have paid any attention to them.

CITIZENS FROM RAYMOND THERE.

Q. Did you see any persons from Eaymond there whom you knew ?

—

A. Yes, sir; I saw Captain liatcliff, of whom I have spoken, and Mojor
Harper, editor of the Gazette, and several others whose names 1 do not
remember.

Q. Were those gentlemen of good character and bearing ?—A. Yes,
sir.

Q. Were they at all connected with the disturbance?—A. I do not
know, but think not.

Q. How many men did you sec from Raymond who were connected
with the affray ; I mean participants in it ?—A. I cannot tell you, be-

cause when the firing became general, and it was not particularly de-

sirable to stay there, we all got away as soon as. we could; and going
over to the city, to the town of Clinton, I came up with some of theliay-
mond gentlemen, iiud I remember particularly Captain Eatcliff", because
I asked him if he would not assist me in attempting to preserve the
peace in Clinton, and to prevent the riot from extending to that place;
and he said he had not anticipated anything of the sort, and expressed
very deep regret, and I think he felt it all ; and there was a Mr. Hughes,
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who resides near Clinton, a very peaceable, well-disposed gentleman,
also a democrat, who expressed great surprise.

INVESTIGATION OF THE EIOT.

Q. I understand that you sought, after that affray, to learn the par-

ticulars of what followed it—of the violence that followed it.—A. Yes,
sir ; we were anxious in onr inquiries, as far as they could be extended
safely, to get just what did follow the disturbance.

Q. Now let me ask you, will you now give to this committee the names
of the persons who were killed—I do not mean on the day of the riot;

that has been stated several times—but I mean especially those who were
killed subsequently to the riot ?—A. Well, I cannot give you the names
of but a few of them, because they were not personally kuowai to me,
and I have not the names with me.

Q. How long did yonr search continue diligently to obtain the names
and the particulars?—A. 1 made particular inquiry of the refugees who
Avere in town, and thought possibly that that would be my best oppor-
tunity to get the extent of the loss of life ; and I would go to them and
inquire if they knew of any one being killed in a particular locality.

They might answer me, So and so, and that another person was
wounded, and so on. Well, I took a number of the nam^es, and 1 in-

tended to get up a complete list, or as fully complete as possible, for

publication
; but I found that with all my inquiries 1 could not ascer-

tain anything like the truth. There were contiictiug opinions among
themselves

; some would report a man killed, and others would rei)ort

him as only wounded, and I did not care to make a statement unless it

could be thoroughly authenticated ; so I desisted from the publication.

MR. HAFFA AND OLD JOE STEVENS AND HIS SON MURDERED.

Q. Did you ever make, or were you ever able to make, an authentic

statement of the names of the persons that were killed subsequently to

the riot "?—A. No, sir ; 1 remember the names of two persons particu-

larly, in the lower part of the county, Squire Haffa and a colored man
by the name of Stevens—old Joe Stevens, as we always called him,

who was a very efhcient sort of a republican down there, and used to

do a good deal'of riding about and getting up meetings, and so on. He
was killed, and his son also.

Q. When did his death occur?—A. It occurred on the Monday after

the Clinton riot, which was on Saturday.

Q. Do you know who killed him '?—A. No, sir; 1 have heard that

some parties in that neighborhood killed him.

THE REPUBLICAN SECRETARY AT BYRAM ASSASSINATED.

Q. You spoke of a man killed on the highway ?—A. I don't remem-
ber his name. He was the secretary of the republican club at Byram,
Miss., ten miles below Jackson.

Q. Do you know who shot him ?—A. No, sir ; we didn't know who
killed him, but we found his body lying on the highway in the morning,

shot through with several balls.

Q. You don't know the circumstances of his death ?—A. No, sir.

Q. You spoke of riding and killing and shooting?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. As following the Ciinton aftVay ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Have you any knowledge of that personally, or is your knowledge
hearsay ?—A, My knowledge is derived from the refugees who came to

town—the result of that sort of doing—and from other sources of iu-

lorniation that may not be regarded as reliable.

Q,. You have stated in your testimony that there were prominent re-
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publicans killed, and I want you now to give their names.—A. I do not
think I ever used that word.

Q. I took it from you, and I put the question again : can you give the
names of the prominent republicans who were killed ? If you didn't
mean to say so, you may just correct your statement. If there were
prominent republicans killed give their names—I mean alter the
Clinton riot.—A. I do not think I used the word pronnuent, but if

I made such a reference I referred to the prominent local politicians in

the county. They killed this secretary of the Byram club, who was also
a teacher in a Sunday-school down there and quite a i^rominent young
man.

Q. I ask you to give the names of the i>ersons who were killed there,

and who were members of the republican party, after that riot.—A. If I

had a copy of our paper which was printed a few days after the killing

I could furnish you with the names of a number.

By Mr, Cameron :

Q. It can be got here, can it not !—A. No, sir; it is not on file in the
city, that I know of.

ABOUT THE PROTECTION PASSES.

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. Was that furnished to Mr. Morton at all with the other matter that
you gare him ?—A. It was, 1 believe; but there was too much matter
and he could not use it all.

Q. You were asked whether you knew anything of passes given by
General George, the chairman of the democratic executive committee,
to citizens of that State : what was your reply to that s—A. I stated
that I did not know that General George had given any such passes,

but that there were passes of that kind given by different persons—dem-
ocrats—to colored men to guarantee them safety to their homes.

Q. State the character, and by whom sigLwd, of any that you saw ?

—

A. I remember the general character to be about like this: Pass the
bearer (giving the name) to a certain plantation.

Q. Signed by whom, and addressed to whom ?—A. It was a general
pass signed probably by some democratic citizen.

Q. Give the name of some prominent democratic citizen who signed
a pass, that you know off—A. I do not remember the name of any one;
but, as I have said, I printed one in the Jackson Times. I have not
charged my memory with those names at all, because I did not expect
to be examined on them.

Q. Did you print the name of the person who signed it ?—A. Yes,
sir ; the pass in full was printed.

Q. To whom were those passes addressed 1—A. To i>o particular

l)erson.

Q. How many did you ever see !—A. I remember seeing probably
half a dozen in the bauds of different refugees, and I understood that a
great many of them had taken such passes before returning home.

ABOUT THE WHITE-LINE LEAGUE.
Q. On page IG of Mr. Morton's speech I find one of these extracts,

headed "An oath-bound White-Line league; from the Columbus Index."
Do you know the editor of that paper ?—A. I do not know him per-

sonally. I remember distinctly of clipping that extract from the Colum-
bus Index.

Q. [Reading:]

A color-lino club has organized iu Columbus, of which wo arc proud to announce
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onrself a member. It is secret in its nature, but its principles are such that even the
conservative editor of the Independent could conscientiously subscribe to them. The
club has a large number of members, which is rapidly increasing.

Are you aware of the fact that a secret society was gotten up called

the "Gyascutus," and that its secrecy was a secrecy ot absurdity; did

you know that fact?—A. I never knew that there was any such society

iu Mississippi; but if I were to interpret that particular paragraph
with many others that appeared in the Index about that time, I should
conclude there was absolutely a White-Line associatiou of the kind he
describes.

Q. Interpreting it by his own statement there 1—xV. Yes, sir; and by
these many positive white-line declarations.

Q. My reason for asking the question was that, as an editor, I thought
probably you would know the editor.—A. I have seen the editor, but I

am not personally acquanited with him.

Q. This was cut out of a paper and read iu the Senate for the purpose of

proving the existence of a society of an improper character, and 1 want
now to ask you whether you happen to know that that society was really

one of those, of what 1 should call an absurd association called by the

name which I gave : as the editor told me the thing was a farce, I thought
possibly that you might have known that it was, and have heard of it.

—A. No, sir; I do not know anything about that. There were secret

white-line societies in the State.

Q. Is the Independent referred to in the extract a democratic or in-

dependent paper?—A. It is about "'alf and 'alf," as the Englishman
says.

Q. Were you in Mississippi at the election of 1875, and prior to 1875 ?

—A. Yes, sir,

Q. At Jackson ?— A. Yes, sir.

A "FEARFULLY QUIET" ELECTION.

Q. What was the character of the election on that day ?—A. It was
a very quiet day in Jackson—fearfully quiet.

Q. Was there a full vote polled!—A. No, sir; there was not a full

vote polled; it was comparatively full, however.
Q. Did you see jjersonally any act of violence that day by any one ?

—

A. 1 did not.

Q. Did you personally see any act of intimidation ?—A. There was
no intimidation open or apparent, but there was a great deal in the at-

mosphere.

INTIMIDATION PRIOR TO THE ELECTION.

Q. Did you personally see any act of intimidation?—A. I did not;

yet there was a great deal of it indirectly apparent. The intimidation

really that existed was prior to the election altogether. It gathered
its force before the election and continued to have its effect upon
the voters until after that time. There were all sorts of things brought
to bear upon the voters, such as declaring that they should not be per-

mitted to live upou certain plantations, or in certain communities, if

they should vote the republican ticket ; and there were threats of cut-

ting off their supplies both upou the plantations and by the merchants,
and other threats equally alarming,

Q. Are these facts of your own knowledge ?—A. Well, sir, I received

them from colored men who came to me with their complaints, and told

me what they had to bear, and seeking my advice. I fully believe

them to be true.

Q. That was the way iu which you obtained this knowledge?—A.
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Yes, sir ; tbat is one way. I also saw a great many declarations of that

kind in the newspapers of the State, publishing resolutions adopted by
democratic clubs that they would not employ colored men who voted
the republican ticket, and that they should not have any employment
or be permitted to live or locate in their several counties. The Hinds
County Gazette cordially indorsed that policy.

Q. What policy ?—A. The idea that only those who voted the demo-
cratic ticket should be taken care of and given employment.

Q. Were you aware that the extract from the Raymond Gazette
which you read and incorporated in your testimony had been presented
before and read it to the committee?—A. I did not know it.

Q. You read that from Mr. Morton's speech !—A. I read that from
Mr. Morton's speech. It is literally correct, as I know.

W. A. MONTGOMERY—HINDS COUNTY.

Washington, D. C, July 13, 1876.

William A. MoNTGOSiERY sworn and examined.

PERSONAL STATEMENT.
By Mr. Bayard :

Question. Where do you reside?—Answer. At Edwards, Hinds
County, Mississippi.

Q. What is your occupation f—A. I am a farmer just now ; a lawyer
by profession.

Q. Are you a native of Mississippi?—A. Yes, sir; I am a native Mis-
sissippian.

Q. How long have you lived in Edwards, or in that neighborhood ?

—

A. Since I was a boy.

Q. Were you there in 1875 ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you take any part in the political canvass of that year"?—A.
Yes, sir.

Q. Ou what side?—A. The democratic side.

A VERY EXCITING CANVASS—AN EDITORIAL RECOiniENDATION.

Q. What was the character of that canvass—I mean its character as

to peace and good order ?—A. Well, sir, we had a very exciting canvass,
and in the county we had one riot.

Q. A i)olitical riot ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. An extract from a democratic newspaper published at Raymond
has been read and referred to more than once during the investigation,

in which the suggestion was made that a committee should be appointed
by the democrats, who were to attend the republican meetings, and when
anything was said there that they disapproved of, that they were to in-

terrupt the speaker; and I think the further suggestion was that it

should be done for the i)urpose of disturbance, and for breaking up the
meeting. That was about the recommendation of the article.—A. No
such advice as that was ever acted upon by the clubs in Hinds County.
That was a recommendation of the editor of that paper, but no such
thuig was ever done.

Q. Was any such a course of ])roceedings approved of by the demo-
crats of that county, or that State, as far as you know ?—A. Not as lar

as I know.
THE CLINTON MEETING.

Q. Were you at the Clinton meeting ?—A. 1 was at the Clinton meet-
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ing, aud up to the time tbat the fighting commenced everything seemed
to go quietly aud orderly.

Q. State the circumstances of your going to that meeting.—A. I was
at Edwards on the morning of that meeting, aud Mr. Dabuey, who was
running for the legislature, received a telegram from the county exec-

utive committee to go to Clinton aud meet Governor Ames, Fisher, and
some other speakers in debate. Mr. Dabuey had an appointment at

Utica, and sent for me to take his place. Upon this request of Mr.
Dcibney I took the train for Clinton. This was the first time that the
republicans had agreed to divide time with us, but on this occasion
they did divide time.

1 found that Captain Fisher was to speak on the side of the republi-

cans, antl Mr. Amos U. Johnston on the democratic side. I knew that

there was no use of my being there, as 1 would not get a chance to

speak, and I soon retired from the meeting, because there were only a
few white people there—from twenty to twenty-five—and I went to Mr.
Chilton's, the man who was killed that day, and took dinner.

We had a cold lunch that day for dinner, because his cook was at

the barbecue, aud he had sent a quantity of provisions down there

himself.

THE WHIRR OF PISTOL-SHOTS.

Immediately after dinner, it then being about time for the train to

come along which I iuteuded to take back to Edwards, I started for

the depot, and when I had got about ten steps I heard a pistol fired,

and before I could count five I suppose I heard a dozen, w-h-r ! w-h-r!

wh-r! I had counted 800 negroes on horseback, and knowing that

most of then) had arms I became considerably excited. The sheriff of

the county was standing right by me.

TALK WITH THE BLACK SHERIFF.

Q. What was his name?—A. W. H. Harney.
Q. A republican sheriff"?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. White or black man "?—A. A black man. I thought I would com-
mence with him by taking his pistol away from him ; but I had come
up on the train with him that morning and I had been talking to him.

I had always formed a good opinion of him, and he had the good will of

the neighborhood. I told him that he ought to exert all his inlluence

for good and try to quiet the excitement that was among the negroes
at the time, and that he ought to stop them from arming themselves
and going to these places of meeting armed. Well, he said he was un-
aware of the arming. I said, '^ Well, now, Mr. Harney, I will venture to

say that there are twenty-five blacks in this train and I am the only
white man, and I will venture to say that there are twenty-four pistols

in the crowd ; and upon examination we found over two-thirds of the

blacks had pistols. 1 showed him that I had no arms of any kind, and
I told him that I represented, I thought, the feeling of the white people
of that country—that they desired no difBculty with the black race; and
went on to state to him why.

I told him that even if we had an ill-feeling for the negro—which no
southerner raised with them could ever have—our interest at that time
v/as too great to allow our excitement from politics to get the advantage
of us ; that every dollar we had in the world was invested right in the

cotton, and that we had advanced rations to them—meat and bread and
everything that the negroes had lived upon up to that season of the

year, and that we wanted to have the election pass off" quietly.
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WHETHER WHITES OR BLACKS SHOULD PREPONDERATE THE ONLY
ISSUE AT THE LAST ELECTION.

I suppose you know iu that conntiy at the last election the only issue

in the election was whether the whites or the blacks should predominate

;

there was no other politics that I could see in it. Men that had been
republicans all their lives just laid aside republicanism and said that
they had to go. into the ranks then.

Well, I was going on to say that I thought of commencing by taking
away the sheriff's pistol right there, thinking that he might turn on me

;

but he and 1 had had this talk, and I did not do it.

WITNESS BREAKS INTO A STORE, GETS A GUN, AND STARTS FOR THE
SCENE OF THE FIGHTING.

I immediately made for the town, which was a quarter of a mile iu

the opposite direction from which I was going. I got there and broke
open a store—there were no ])eoi)le in town at all on the streets, and
the men seemed to have gone to dinner. I tried to get into some of the
stores, and finally broke oi)en one store, and got an old shot- gun, and
loaded it with the biggest shot 1 could find, which were duck-shot lying

on the counter ; and I picked u}) a box of " G. D." caps, and started on
the run. The tiring was still going on.

I ran a quarter of a mile, and the first man I met was Mr. Eice com-
ing iu on a horse, shot badly in the hand. I asked him what was the
matter ; he says, " Well, every white man on the field is killed, excepting
myself, I suppose." But 1 still heard firing, and I thought there might
be some left there yet, and I jumi)ed on his horse with this gun 1 had
got, and started about as fast as the horse could make tracks, for the

scene of action.

I met dozens of negroes and whites both flying backward and for-

ward, and trying to escape. I met a good many negroes passing by
without arms, and on going about one hundred yards below the depot 1

met seventy-five in a squad on horseback.

SEES A WHITE MAN KNOCKED DOWN AND HE FIRES INTO THE CROWD.

Q. A squad of whom ?—A. A squad of blacks on horseback. It was
at an angle where a Mr. Wells, from Raymond, was trying to make his

way in a buggy, and the cry was going u[) and down the line

—

"kill him!" "Catch him!" "Hit him!" and all sorts of things of

that sort.

Q. From whom did these cries come !—A. From the blacks.

Q. Were they directed toward JMr. Wells?—A. Yes, sir. He was in

his buggy ; I had just seen him knocked down, struck on the head by a
negro with a revolver at the railroad-crossing, but he recovered himself
and drew his pistol and fired at some negroes who grabbed his horse's

bridle. He fired in that direction, and they turned him loose. They got
several licks at him, and several shots were tired, and he made his escai)e

witliout tlie reins of his bridhs which I did not know, however, until

afterward ; he seemed to be watching his horse more than the tiring.

They were shooting at him all along the line. He would have been
caught just at this corner and probably killed if I had not happened to

have got there just at that time and tired both barrels of these bnd-
sliot into this column, and scattering as they did and hitting six or

seven, they yelling tremendously—they broke and tied. I ran back
myself then and seized another gnu. I saw another man who had been
to town and was coming out with a shot-gun, and I threw the empty
gun to him and snatched his gun and started. I found many of these
negroes did not seem to be fighting at all ; but I knew that most of them
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had pistols on, bat tliey wore empty by this time. I passed them
and went to the scene of action, and there I ibnnd nothing going
on

; bat I heard shots before I got to tUe top of the hill, and there 1

found some two or three dead bodies.

ABOUT THE WHITE MEN KILLED.

Q. Did you know any of them 1—A. No, sir; 1 did not know any of
them.

Q. Black men or white men ?—A. They were black men that I saw
there—just lying there, and we afterward found the body of Mr. Sivley
and Mr. Tompson and Mr. Chilton. Mr. Chilton was shot right near
bis house—the very man 1 had taken dinner with, and there was not a more
quiet, inoffensive man in our county. It was Charles Chilton, the
brother of John Chilton, who had before that been au-^tictive republican,
and a leading republican of the native Mississippians of our county

;

and at that riot he threw up the sponge ; he said he had given $100 in

money in beef, and the heart's best blood of his brother that day, and
he was done.

Q. By whom was his brother killed?—A. By the negroes.

Q. How far from the original scene of the riot?— A. Right at his own
gate he was shot ; that was 100 yards, I suppose.

Q. Was he in the affray !—A. No, sir. There was such a stampede
and rush that the negro men were riding and running over their women
and children ; and there was such confusion and hallooing that he ran
out to his gate. He carried his gun with him, though, which was very
natural; and he handed his gun to a negro boy standing by him, and
said, " Take this." Now that is the way the thing was told me. He was
standing there helping the women and the children into his yard to get
them out of the way of the stampede and of the horses, and as he turned
his back some of the men in the road fired and shot him.
After finding that there was no armed body on the top of the hill, and

several men from the town began to assemble—but before that time the
negioes had gone olf in companies, and they seemed to be assembling, aud
I thought we had better make for the depot aud get possession of that,

and send for assistance to some other point to help us—for I thought it

was very likely that there were not white men enough there to hold the
town against the negroes should they be disposed to attack it—which
we did.

NUMBER OF WHITES AT CLINTON MEETING.

Q. How many white people do you suppose were present at the Clin-

ton meeting; at the original meeting?—A. At the barbecue i

Q. At the barbecue.—A. 1 think not over twenty-five or thirty;

thirty at the outside.

NUMBER OF COLORED PEOPLE AT CLINTON MEETING.

Q. How many colored people ?—A. I counted 800 men in line, cavalry.

Q. Besides that, how many ?—A. Besides that there were, I reckon,
400 or 500 on foot, besides women and children. I don't know, but I

reckon there was a crowd of two or three thousand altogether.

Q. You went up to be one of the speakers, but did not speak ?—A.
Yes, sir; I did not speak.

Q. lou were entirely unaruied?—A. Entirely so.

EIGHT OR TEN WHITE MEN ARMED.

Q. Do you know whether the white men who were there were armed?
—A. 1 found out afterward that there were about 8 or 10 white men
on the ground that had arms.

Q. Aud the others ?—A. The others were unarmed.
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HOW THE COLLISION AROSE.

Q. Do you know how that collision arose; as to whether there was
any premeditation about it f—A. Xone in the world, as far as I could

get knowledge of the facts. I don't know anything of my own personal
knowledge, but Mr. Neal, who was shot in the riot, attempted to tell me
as near as he could ; but I don't know whether it would be proper for

me to tell it to this committee ; but I can give it for what it is worth.

Q. Were these facts learned at the time of your arrival there from
white people who had taken part in it ?—A. Mr. Neal was right there,

and said himself that he was shot the first shot that was fired that day.

He told me that they shot him.

Q. Who fired the first shot?—A. I don't know; he did not know
where it came fj|?m. He says that he, with three or four boys from
Raymond, went out to take lunch just across a little stream from where
they were, and in their lunch one of the boys from Eaymond went and
got a bottle of whisky and carried it out; and one of the negro police-

men came up and told him he must not drink it there on the ground,
and h€ snatched the bottle of whisky from him. He says that as soon
as the negro snatched it away from him he knocked him down ; that his

first in)pulse was to strike him ; and he just hollered " police" to such
an extent that in two or three minutes the whole assembly was there,

police and everybody else, coming with pistols and sticks and anything
they could get hold of.

ABOUT ARMED COLORED MEN.

Q. I want to ask you in regard to the colored men there, as to their

being armed on that day ; tljese men, for instance, whom you saw,
these eight hundred men on horseback.—A. Well, 1 could not tell you
how many of them were armed, as their weapons were concealed, you
know, all of them.

Q. How many of those men on the train, of whom you spoke, that
were coming up with you, were armed 1—A. There were twenty-four or

twenty-five, and there were over two-thirds of them that had pistols,

and I am satisfied from what the captain of that negro company told

me himself that more than half of his men were armed that day.

Q. What negro company was that?—A. W^ell, they were under the
command of a justice of the peace.

Q. Who was he ?—A. A. L. Scott.

Q. Llack or white?—A. Black; he commanded a negro company that

day of about three hundred and twenty-five men from Edwards Depot.
And when he got to Clinton he ordered this body to halt, and ordered
the armed men to the front. He told me that he had heard they were
going to be attacked in going to Eaymond, and he halted and ordered
all the armed men to the front.

Q. To the front of his command?—A. To the front of his column.
They were on horseback, and coming from twenty or thirty miles back
in the country.

Q. Had they pistols or shot guns?—A. Pistols only ; no other weap-
ons but them.

Q. What other armed black men do you know of being there?—A.
I could not tell; I saw dozens of them—hundreds.

NUMBER OF WHITE MEN AT THE MEETING.

Q. Are you clear that there were this number of white men only at

that meeting, say thirty men at the outside?—A. Yes, sir; I am posi-

tive of that lact. Weil, I might miss it two or three men, one way or
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tbe other, but not over that, because I think there were ten men there
from Eaymond ; about eight or ten came up from Eaymond, and I was
from Edwards Depot, ilaymond is only eight miles Irom there—

a

short distance. I don't mean directly from the town of Eaymond, but
from Clinton out to Eaymoud. There were eight or ten from that
portion of the country, and there were, I suppose, a dozen or so from
Clinton, and may be eight or ten from the north of Clinton in another
direction.

Q. Then, as a fact, if these pistol-shots were heard by you, from whom
must they have proceeded '?—A. They were bound to have come from
the negroes ; there was no doubt about that in the world.

Q. Were there enough white men to have made that number of shots
which you heard there f—A. Xo, sir ; not if all of them had pulled the
triggers of their pistols at once ; and if they had all shot just at that
moment, it could not have been done.

WITNESS TELEGRAPHS FOR WHITE COMPANIES.

Q. In the testimony you have been referred to as having been elected

to the command of the company that assembled after that riot: state

the facts about that.—A. As soon as I got back to the depot, seeing
out for a mile or so the negroes assembling, some on horseback and
some afoot—they seemed to be assembling out there, and we thought
the next move they would make would be to attack the town—I tele-

graphed to Edwards Depot and Vicksburgh. I knew that the passen-
ger-train was just about passing Edwards when I sent the dispatch,

and I thought it might reach there in time for them to send us a com-
pany of men from there, and some from Bolton, and we thought that
with these men, and some twenty or twenty-live men who had assem-
bled at Clinton, we might be able to hold the town.

HE IS ELECTED TO COMMAND THEM.
I sent off this dis))atch,and in an hour Edwards Depot sent up fifteen

or twenty men, and Bolton's ten or fil'teeu. When all the men got there
together they elected me to take command, and I got up and made them
a little speech ;

and I suppose there are some here in Washington can
testify as to what that speech was.

MADE A LITTLE SPEECH.

Q. What was the speech in substance ?—A. Well, as to their action
;

that it was to be quiet and cool, and to take no revenge for the blood
of these men who had been shot ; and to let their efforts only be to pre-

serve peace and defend the town. I then mounted twenty-five men out
of the fifty or sixty men that I had command of, and I got the best
guns we could get under the circumstances, which were shot-guns and
old broken muskets

HOW HIS COMPAjSTY WAS ARMED AND WHAT THEY DID.

Q. I was going to ask you how these men were armed ?—A. Armed
with shot-guns and all sorts. Some of them did not have anything but
their pocket-pistols, and some of them had shotguns, and some of them
had muskets.

Q. Well, what did you do ?—A. I took twenty-five men and made a
circuit all around the town to see if there were any bodies of negroes
armed for the purpose of attacking us. I made a circuit of two miles
in every direction all around the town, and we went in a lope all the
way. I passed a great many negroes, but we interfered with none of
them ; I was only hunting men that were after fighting.

35 MISS
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' Q. Did you meet any armed bodies ?—A. No, sir.

Q. Was there any collision between you and any one in the circuit

you made ?—A. None whatever.

Q. Did any of your men fire their arms ?—A. No, sir.

Q. No discharges?—A. No, sir.

RESIGNS HIS COM3IAND AND HAEPER IS ELECTED.

Q. Go on.—A. I returned to Clinton, and when I got there I found
that a great many men had assembled there from all around. I found
there a man by the name of Coats, who was a negro, and had a pistol

on, and it had been discharged, all the barrels of it, and he would have
been killed but for me, right there, but 1 ordered him put in jail. It

was whispered about among some of these men that came from the
country and from Vicksburgh that this man was in jail, and some of

them made a rush for him. 1 jumped in front of them and demanded
of them to stop, and while I was parleying with them I got the man out
of the way.

Seeing that there were so many men together, that it was bound
to be a mob, as it would be in any country in the world where that

number of infuriated men are gathered together—there is bound to

be some lawlessness among them—I told them that 1 would not get

the credit or discredit of having command of any expedition where I

could not have the full control of the men, and Colonel Harper, of

Bolton Depot, was elected to take my place, and I resigned my command.

ALARM AT BOLTON.

Q. After you resigned your command, what did you do?—A. I went
to Bolton Depot on a dispatch that we had. There was a dispatch to

Clinton calling the men back home ; that the negroes had assembled,

and they feared that they were going to attack the town of Bolton. I

got on the train with the Edwards men and the Bolton men, and went
back to Bolton, and guarded that town that night.

FIVE HUNDRED WHITE MEN AT CLINTON.

Q. How long did you keep these men at Bolton?—A. Until next
morning, Suiulay morning. We then got on some horses and came up
to Clinton, that is, ten of them, and the balance went home to Edwards
Depot. All the Bolton men excei)t ten went home, and ten Bolton men
and myself went on horseback through the country to Clinton, without

meeting with any resistance or even tiring a gun or a pistol. That
was Sunday morning. When we got there to Clinton we found that

there had been, I suppose, 500 white men in toM n through the night,

and that they had gone home.

SOME NEGROES KILLED AROUND THERE AND THROUGH THE COUNTRY
ON SUNDAY MORNING.

Q. Did you have any further difficulty, or know of any further kill-

ings, after that, growing out of that riot? If so, state them.—A. On
Sunday morning I learned, although I did not see one of these parties

that were killed or wounded, but I learned that there were some
negroes killed around there in that neighborhood and through the

country on Sunday morning. Now, I do not myself personally kiiow any-

thing about this, because I was not there, and I did not see them

;

but I think it very probable, as it would be very hard to keep as many
men as there were there, some of them being infuriated, and that if any
demonstration was made by the negroes as though they wanted to fight,

they would be apt to get into trouble. The negroes were very scarce,
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and nearly all of them ran away to Jackson, and got away from the
neighborhood.

Q. How long before they returned ?—A. That I cannot tell ; I was at

Edwards.
DISORDER AFTER THE RIOT.

Q. Have you any further knowledge of disorder or bloodshed which
took place after the riot on Saturday ?—A. I went to Jackson, and there

I met a great many of the negroes who had been in the riot, and I

talked with them, and on Monday morning I returned to Edwards
Dei)ot, and there I heard that men from the lower part of the county
had been scouting through the country everywhere and catching up
every man that had been in Clinton. That is just hearsay; whether it

was so or not, I could not say of my own knowledge. But I got on my
horse and started out to see them, to get them to disband ; and when I

got where it was said they were, I found no trace of them ; they were
all gone home.

ABOUT MR. HAFFA.

It was about that time that Haffa's death was reported.

Q. State what you know about that.—A. I don't know anything about
it of my own knowledge. I knew Mr. Hafia.

Q. Who was he ?—A. He was a man that was from Chicago, brought
there by Dr. liobinnett, for the purpose of working on his farm, some
seven or eight years ago. I got twenty at the same time myself.

Q. Twenty whaf?—A. Twenty laborers from Chicago at the same
time, white men ; and, by the way, the last one of them ran oft" and stole

all my mules, and I lost every cent that I made. This man Hafta was
one of them that Dr. Robiunett got. He worked about three days with
Dr. Eobiuuett, and then went to William Bush's and hired himself to

a negro man who was renting from William Bush. After living there

two or three weeks, and doing a good deal of mischief, Mr. Bush and
some others went over there and took him out and gave him a flogging,

and Bush was up before the United States court, but the suit was dis-

missed. This flogging placed Haffa in a position to get oftice from the
negroes, and at the next election he was elected to the legislature. He
was then a magistrate, and had been for several years teaching school

there. I know nothing about him except what the neighbors there

said. He was a very bad man, I judge, from everything that was said

about him.

Q. Do you know what his reputation among the blacks was ?—A. I

received a dispatch inquiring for some one who could testify in regard
to the Haffa case from here, and the first man that I inquired about was
a negro man living on my place, who brought the dispatch from the tele-

graph-office to me—I live five or six miles out in the country. I asked
him if he knew anything about the killing of Mr. Haffa ; and he says,
" No, sir, I don't ; but he ought to have been killed long belore he was."

I said, " Why ? I thought he was a good friend of yours." He says,
" No, sir; he done too much stealing in this country, and he ought to

have been killed long ago."

If this will be allowed as testimony, I will say what this negro told me
about Haffa. He says, " Well, sir, when he was elected magistrate he
sent for all of us to come up and get our mules that the Government
was going to give: to us, and he said that it took $5 apiece to get the
mules and pay the freight on the mules." And he said that they gave
him $5, about 200 of them, but that he did not give 65, as he did not have
it; and at the time appointed to get the mules they came there, and
Mr. Haffa said that they had so many mules for the blacks down there,



548 MISSISSIPPI ELECTION HIN'DS COUNTY.

and they had such a great long train of them, that in passing underueatb
a tunnel the whole thing caved in and killed every mule, and they lost

their $5.

I said, " You are surely mistaken
;
you are joking about that." He

says, " Joking ! I am not joking ; 1 can get you a dozen men in five min-
utes that gave him $5." Well, on inquiry, I found that his reputation
was very bad among the negroes, although he had been elected to office

by them.
Q. Do you know anything of the circumstances of his death ?—A.

is^othing in the world.

Q. Did you hear of it at the time?—A. Yes, sir, 1 heard of it; and
why it should be done for political purposes—I have no idea that there
were any political purposes or object in the killing of Mr. Hafla, because
he had many fallings-out with his neighbors; he was a terrible man to
fall out with his neighbors, and they had all sorts of difficulties with
him.

I have no idea that there was any politics in the killing of Haflfa in the
world. It was not on account of any political differences of opinion that
Baffa was killed.

Q. Had you any application from Mrs. Haifa for assistance?—A. I

had; and paid her $50 at Edwards Depot. She came there and applied
to me for assistance.

NEGROES OKGANIZED AND MADE MANV DEMONSTRATIONS AND
THREATS AFTER CLINTON.

After this difficulty was over in Clinton the negroes organized in

companies througliout Hinds County, and made many demonstrations
and threats to make an attack upon the town and kill all the people;
sent in word that they were going to commence from the cradle and go
up. Well, sir, living in such a country as I do, it is well calculated to

arouse a man's fears, if he has got any. I live on a public road, myself
and one other white man, and there are seventy-six negro men on the
road and only us two white men ; and it is very reasonable that if they
wanted to hurt us they could do so.

THE "WHITES ORGANIZE TO RROTECT THE3ISELYES AGAINST THE
ENCROACHMENTS OF THE BLACKS.

We organized ourselves into companies for protection then against

these negroes, into military com[)anies. 1 was captain; was elected

to take command of five or six of them, in dilierent parts of the
county. It was simply and purely for protection ; not for aiJy

political purpose in the world, but to protect ourselves against the
encroachments of the blacks.'

HELP TO MRS. HAFFA.

Q, Why was this a])iilication made to you by Mrs. Hafifa?—A. As
being in command of this military comi)auy, I suppose she was sent to

me by some one. iShe was inquiring about where she could get assist-

ance, and she was sent to me. bhe told me that Hafl'a's father was a
man of considerable wealth and inlluence, and that when she could get
home she would be cared for, and she wanted to get her family out of

the country; and I handed her $50. Where she went I don't know,
and I have never seen her from that time to this, and I never saw her
before.

Q. Was that a gratuity of your own to her, or did you owe that money
to her husband.^—A. ]S[o, sir; I never owed the money to anybody.
After I handed her the money some of the men there in the neighbor-

hood went around anil got up a subscription.
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Q. What was tbat mouey given to her for?—A, Well, as au object of

cLarity ; sbe was tbere without any home and with her children.

Q. Had she any claim on you in any way, either directly or indirectly,

through her husband?—A. Xone in the world ; she had no claim on any
man that gave her a dollar; but we were bound to feel sorry for her
and for the death of her husband. I don't think any man regretted
more thau I did the fact of her husband beiug killed at that time; and
my sympathy was as great as it could possibly be for one in whom I was
no more interested than I was in her.

ABOUT SCOTT'S COMPANY.

Q. What was the name of the captain whom you stated had 300 men
in his company at the Clinton barbecue ?— A. A. L. Scott.

Q. A colored man f—A. Yes, sir ; he was a justice of the peace.

Q. What company was it, and where was it organized?—A. At Ed-
wards Depot ; they had two or three companies at Kdwards Depot.

Q. May I ask you if these companies were military companies ?—A.
Just like ours were organized.

Q. Armed ?—A. Well, with the best arras they could get hold of,

Q. Did they drill and parade ?—A. Yes, sir ; they done that long be-

fore the Clinton riot.

Q. Have you seen them drilling ?—A. Y^es, sir.

Q. And parading ?—A. Yes, sir.

THE WHITES WERE SCAEED TO DEATH, ALMOST.

Q. Were they in military form, inarching?—A. Yes, sir; they marched
to Clinton in military order and drilled some on that field. They beat
their drums all night the day before ; and they blew whistles and scared
everybody nearly to death in the country along before the Clinton riot;

and in fact from that time on to the election there was one scene of confu-

sion. I would just like the members of the committee to picture to them-
selves a man in that country. The whites were scared to death, almost,

of the negroes coming in and assassinating them. I have many times
run my family off from home ; we have just packed up bag and baggage
and left, not knowing where we were going or what we were going to do.

BETTER FEELING NOW.
I think though, now, that there is a better state of feeling between the

whites and blacks in Mississippi than we have ever had since the war,

THE STATE MILITIA.

Q. Was there apprehension in the minds of the white people in Mis-

sissippi, growing out of the organization of the negro militia by Gov-
ernor Ames ?—A. Yes, sir ; a very grave apprehension. This militia was
organized some time after the Clinton riot. These companies that were
at Clinton, that ran off from the scene of action, the most conspicuous
members of the Clinton riot, were taken to Jackson and were organized
into military companies by Governor Ames, and guns placed in their

hands and sent back to their homes. They said they were afraid to go
back ; but those who were afraid to go back had taken a very active

part in the riot, and in staying away they induced others to stay, because
they knew that if they should go in that capacity the governor would
be pretty apt to put them in military companies, and they would go back
home with their guns, drawing the pay of 816 a month, which was just

as good as they could do at work at home ; and of course quite a number
of the most ruffianly fellows were organized into this militia, and they
came down to our place.

Q. Now, as a fact, in your county were the white companies that you
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speak of, such as you commanded, organized subsequent to the negro
organizations you have spoken of?—A. Yes, sir; we never thought of
organizing until we found the negroes organized and drilling at night,

for some purpose which we could not tell, as no white men could get in

among them. They were drilling and were organized all over the
county before any movement took place on the part of the whites.

MRS. HAFFA'S departure.
Q. What was the date of Haffa's killing?—A. I think it was about

the 4th of September. He was killed right on the heels of that Clin-

ton riot.

Q. Do you mean before it or after it ?—A. Right after it.

Q. How many days?—A. Well, I think it was the next night.

Q. How long after that ditl Mrs. Haffa go away ?—A I don't know, sir.

Q. When did you see her when she got this money from you?—A. A
few days alter her husband was killed ; 1 suppose about a week or ten

days afterward ; she came in there with her trunks and baggage and
everything, and her children, and stopped at Mr, Mahone's, and she
wrote me a note telling me what she wanted; and 1 went to Mr. Mahone's
bouse and paid her 850; I think it was $51 or $52,

NO KNOWLEDGE OF INTIMIDATION OR INJURY BY WHITES.

Q. You were living in that county during the canvass?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Have you any kuowledge of any attempt to intimidate or injure

colored men by the whites to prevent them from exercising the right of

suffrage at the election ?—A. No, sir.

Q. Were you present at the election ?—A. I was there.

Q. AVhere was your voting-place?—A. Edwards.

QUIET ELECTION AT EDWARDS.

Q. What was the character of the election on election-day ?—A. Well,
sir, it was a very peaceable, quiet election, although in the morning we
thought that it was going to be a very serious one.

EIGHT HUNDRED NEGROES IN LINE OF BATTLE.

Q. Why ?—A. Well, after the organization of these military compa-
nies by the negroes, the fear of the white people had been aroused;
they came to the polls at Edwards about 800 in line of battle ; they
drilled up on the hill sometime in sight of the town, and they came to

the polls. A few of the negroes who wanted to go with us had the
bravery, though, to go right through them, and go on down town with
the white people ; but most of them who wanted to vote with us were
afraid of the consequences.

A GREAT DEAL OF INTLMTDATION ON THE PART OF NEGROES TOWARD
OTHER NEGROES.

Q. Afraid of what ?—A. Afraid of that military company—afraid of

the negroes, of their own race. In fact, 1 had to go to the rescue of

some of them several times, to take them away from their own people.

There was intimidation, and a great deal of it, on the part of the ne-

groes toward other negroes who Manted to vote with us ; but 1 uever
saw any intimidation on the part of the whites toward any negro who
"wanted to vote tlie republican ticket ; and the negroes could vote just

exactly as they pleased anywhere in Hinds County, so far as my knowl-

edge goes; and I speak for the whole county.

Q. Do you see a good deal of the colored people there ?—A. Yes, sir.

HIS HANDS COULD TRUST HIM IN EVERYTHING BUT POLITICS.

Q. Do you know something of their views in that way ?—A. Yes, sir.

I would say this to the committee; that all of the hands on my place, if
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they were not afraid of their race, afraid of bodily harm, I think every
one on my place would vote with me; no matter who I voted for nor
what I voted for, for they would trust me just tbat far. They would
trust me for everything else in the world except when it comes to politi-

cal questions, and when it comes to that they are just bound to fall in

the footsteps of the race, and they believe that there is something to

come if they don't.

AFRAID OF BODILY HARM FROM THEIR OWN RACE.

Q. What do you mean by that ; what is to come ?—A. They believe
that they will receive bodily harm from their owu race, which they
would up to this time. Tbey have just found in the last election—I will

tell you what I know occurred at the election : these negroes, 800 strong,

marched up to the box for the purpose of voting the republican ticket.

We knew that a great many of tbem would vote with us if they had an
opportunity to do so without its being ku^wn by tbe other negroes ; so

we had a lot of tickets struck off which were exactly like the republican
ticket, and whenever we found a negro that we thought wanted to vote
with us we gave him one of these tickets ; and we found that wbeu we
came to count out the votes a large number of them had put that ticket

in ; out of the 800 that was in that line it was clearly demonstrated that

there was one-half of them voted our ticket, altbough they would have
their leaders to suppose that they were voting the republican ticket.

Q. Do you believe, do you wish the committee to understand, as a
matter of fact, that there is a disposition on the part of tbe colored men
to vote independently of their color-line ?—A. Yes, sir; if they would be
allowed to.

Q. Allowed by whom ?—A. By their party leaders, I know that to

be the case; at least it is if they tell the truth at all. They have talked
a great deal to me about it.

CONDITION OF THE COUNTRY THERE NOW.

Q. What is the condition of the country tbere now in regard to peace
and good order?—A. I just remarked that there seems to be a better

feeling existing between the whites and blacks than there has ever ex-

isted at any time since the war : tbe negroes are working better; there

is more confidence between tbem and the whites, and the crops are in

better condition ; and everything is better than we have ever had it

at any time since tbe war.

ABOUT MR. AND MRS. HAFFA.

By Mr. McDonald :

Q. Do you remember of Mr. Haffa's being away from there for some
time—gone up ]S^orth ?—A. ^o, sir ; I don't know anything of the

kind. 1 only met him occasionally. I knew him when he first came
there, and had been before him as a justice of the peace, and I had
seen him occasionally at Edwards Depot. I lived at Clinton several

years myvself at the same time that he was living down tbere.

Q. How far did he live from Clinton when he was killed !—A. It

was about 12 or 15 miles, and miles from where I lived at that time,

and from where I am living now.

Q. Do you know anything about Mrs. Haffa's having any difficulty

in getting away from there ; whether any obstructions were put in her

way, or anything of that kind ?—A. From Hinds County, at this time ?

Q. Yes, sir ; up to Jackson.—A. None in tbe world.

Q. You say she was staying at some house there at Edwards Depot ?

—A. Y^es, sir ; at Mahon's
; she staid there two or three days
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By Mr. Bayakd :

Q. Who was he ?—A. A white man living there.

By Mr. McDonald :

Q. She was numolested, was she ?—A. Yes, sir.—A white raau and
a democi'at. He tried once to be a republican, but the negroes would
not take him, for even the negroes did not have enough confidence

in him to let him in.

witness's hands, lands, and crops.

By the Chaieman :

Q. How many negroes do you employ ?—A. I employ from 20 to 60 a
year.

Q. How large is your plantation?—A. I have from 1,500 to 2,000

acres.

Q. How much in cultivation this year ?—A. I have iOO or 500 acres,

Q. Chiefly in cotton?—A. Yes, sir; cotton is tLe principal crop. I

am planting a great deal of corn this year also.

Q. How long have you owned this property ?—A. My father owned
it before I can remember, and I have the same negroes that belonged to

him before the war. They staid there in j^reference to going anywhere
else.

" THE CHEVALTER BAYAED OF HINDS COUNTY."

Q. AYere you in the war yourself?—A. Yes, sir; I was a captain in

the confederate army.
Q. Did you serve through the war?—A. Yes, sir; I went in at first

when I was filteen years of age, and I got to be a captain when I was
eighteen, and I staid through to the end.

Q. You are known throughout your county as a man of courage and
capacity in military matters?—A. I think I have a greater reputation
for that, sir, than 1 deserve.

Q. Are you distinguished by any particular title or name?—A. Yes,
sir.

Q. Are you not called " Fighting Montgomery " sometimes ?—A.
Yes, sir ; I have been called the ''Chevalier Bayard of Hinds County," by
men just talking, you know

; but 1 think 1 have got a bigger ie])utatiou

that way than 1 deserve.

Q. The public jmlge of that, you know. The negroes that you employ
have always been faithful ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. You don't live under any apprehension of their injuring you, do
you ?—A. Well, for myself 1 will tell you, when I have seen my neigh-
bors running olf, and have sent my family away, I have staid right in
my own house on my place, but 1 must say that 1 had apprehen-
sions. If left alone I would never have been afraid of them, but I knew
that there was something brought to bear upon them from the outside,
and they might not be able to resist the temptation.

Q. How many years have you been living at your present place ?—A.
Always—since I was 9 years old.

Q. Some of those negroes were on the place before the war and re-

main there now?—A. ISearly all of them.

negroes GENERALLY' HAVE GONE BACK TO THEIR OLD PLACES.

Q. How with the negroes in the neighborhood ? How are they situ-

ated with reference to their old places ?—A. Well, on the majority of
the places they have got back there. A great many of them went off—were
taken to different States after the war; but whenever their former own-
ers would allow them to come back, would have anything to do with
them, they are right back there on the same places again.
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SLAVEIIOLDEES PREFES TO HAVE NOTHING TO DO WITH THEIR OLD
HANDS,

Q. They are workiug very generally for the meu who owned them
while shivery existed f—A. Yes, sir; but the owners are beginning to

find out that the best thing they can do is not to have anything to do
with their old hands : they expect too much from them ; and if they
get strangers they can do a great deal better with them, and make more
money out of them than out of their old hands.

WriNESS AND OTHER WHITES LIVED IN FEAR OF ASSASSINATION.

Q. You mentioned that you had lived in fear of assassination from
tlie negroes f—A. Yes, sir. I never stated that exactly—that I lived in

fear of assassination ; I said my fears were aroused sometimes. Senator
Bayard asked me if I was afraid, and I said that sometimes my
fears were so strongly aroused that I sent my family off, but I staid

there myself.

Q. You may have stated that the people were living in fear of assassi-

nation, your neighbors perhaps ; was that what you meant t—A. Yes,
sir.

THERE IS AN ANBIOSITY BETWEEN THE RACES IN MISSISSIPPI BE-
FORE ELECTION, BUT IT CALMS OFF JUST AS SOON AS THE ELECTION
IS OVER.

Q. Xow, please tell us exactly what has happened that created that

tear.—A. Well, sir, it would take me a long time to tell what has hap-

pened. I would have to go back to the date of the surrender and go right

on up to this time in the history of Mississippi. I would have to give

a political history of Mississippi. You know what that is, and the

world knows what it is, and it is not worth while for me, as a witness

here, to try to explain that, because it is a history that every true Mis-

sissippian regrets is the case, and that there is any animosity between
races; but that, when elections come there is an animosity, cannot
be denied, we all know that ; but just as soon as the election is over, no
matter which way it goes, it calms off, and everything is quiet and
peaceful—except at the Vicksburgh city election ; there is one instance

where it did not calm down.

ALL THE WHITE MEN LEFT THE REPUBLICAN PARTY.

Q. You said the last election was pretty much upon the color-line ?

—

A. Y"es, sir ; it was pretty near on the color-line. I suppose so because
nearly all the white meu that had belonged to the republican party re-

fused to vote with them. Every white man, I think, except Captain
Fisher here and two or three others about the Pilot Office, in Jackson,

went over in our county.

Q. Pretty much all of the white republicans have left the party?

—

A. Yes, sir ; they have joined with the democrats.

BUT ALL THE BLACK MEN DID NOT RE3IAIN IN IT—GOOD GRACIOUS, NO,
SIR—NOT BY A JUG-FULL.

Q. And pretty much all of the black men remained with the repub-

lican party '?—A. No, sir; they did not by a jug-full. Good gracious!

I have ridden at the head of 500 negroes in one line, hollering and cheer-

ing, and riding with the democratic procession.

Q. When was that ?—A. Just before the election.

Q. Was that in Hinds County?—A. In Hinds County.

ONE REPUBLICAN VOTE OUT OF SIX HUNDRED.
Q. These men were not deterred by their associating among the col-

ored i^eople from expressing themselves ?—A. It happened that their
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club went over. It was only in one place, and that was at Utica, in Hinds
County, and there was so many blacks went over there that they just

carried the whole thing. There was but one reijublican vote cast at that
precinct, out of 500 or 600.

Q. It was a very large conversion over there ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. How many white men are there in the neighborhood of Utica!

—

A. I think that it is pretty nearly equally divided. It has been a pretty
closely contested box, anyhow.

HOW THE DEMOCRATIC COMPANIES WERE AR3IED AND ORGANIZED.

Q. i)id either of these companies that you were chosen commander
of belong in Utica?—A. One of them.

Q. Where were these companies from ?—A. From Clinton, Bolton,
Edwards, Queen's Hill, and Brownsville.

Q. Numbering how many men ?—A. About 350 men.
Q. How were those men armed '?—A. We sent on and got the best

guns we could get.

Q. W^hat were they, in fact ?—A. Every sort of gun that you ever
heard of.

Q. They were the very best guns that modern science produces ?—A.
Yes, sir; I had one myself that cost— I don't remember the cost of it

—

it was a thirty-four shooter ; it would shoot thirty-four times, just as fast

as you could tire.

Q. How many of your men were armed in that way ?—A. I was the
only one that had that kind ot a gun,

Q. What nuujber of shooters did the next grade consist of?— A. I

could not tell what gun was most used, but I expect the Henry rifle,

though.
Q. Did you organize the five companies ?—A. Well, sir, I cannot say

that I (lid ; some of them 1 never saw ; I never went to where they
were. They were organized, and the captains of them reported to me.

Q. Then what was your official relation to them ; were you colonel or

general ?—A. They called me, for a while, major of the battalion.

Q. Then these companies had officers in their different localities ?

—

A. Yes, sir; they were to be officered in their own localities.

Q. Was this organization which you represented a branch of some
larger organization in the State .'—A. 1 never knew of anything larger,

sir; I reported to no one, and I was in command of everything that I

knew anything about. *I have assured you, and I want you to under-
stand, and the committee to understand, that we only organized for our
l)roteciion, and we acted—expected to act, always on the defensive, and
to /orbear as long as it was possible.

THINKS, PROBABLY, THERE WERE SIMILAR ARMED ORGANIZATIONS IN
THE STATE.

Q. Were there other military organizations in the State corresponding
to that of which you were the head '?—A. I think probably that there
were. I did not know of them, however.

Q. How many such do you think there were in the State?—A. Well,
sir, 1 think, judging from my own county, that the whole State may
have been pretty much in, the same fix.

HALF THE WHITE VOTERS OF HINDS COUNTY IN MILITARY ORGANIZA-
TIONS.

Q. What proportion of the voters do you think were organized in the
manner you have spoken of in your county?—A. O, well, half of them,
I suppose, would take an interest in it—maybe half of the voters of the

county.
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Q. Half of the white voters in Hinds County '?—A. Half of tbe white
voters in Hinds County.

Q. And about that proportion, do you think, in the State ?—A. They
would not all attend the company meetings.

Q. But they were enrolled, I suppose— known to be connected with
the organization ?—A. There was no regular organization, except in each
locality, as I stated,

Q. There was a small organization in each locality ?—A. I suppose so.

I was just judging for my own county. I don't know anything outside of
that of my own knowledge, except in Vicksburgh. I know that Vicks-
burgh sent two companies, and I know that there was an organization
at Vicksburgh of military companies.

BUT HINDS COUNTY SETTER AR3IED THAN OTHER COUNTIES.

Q. The proportion in other counties of the State was, in your judgment,
about the same as in Hinds County, of men who were armed in the man-
ner you have described ?—A. Xo, sir; I reckon Hinds County was about
the best armed county in the State, on account of that riot at Clinton

—

Hinds and Warren. I know lots of counties where they did not make

—

I heard they didn't make—any attempt toward electing a ticket at all.

Q. The democratic ticket !—A. Yes, sir ; in the lower portion of the
State.

Q. And in those counties you understand that there was no organiza-
tion ?—A. I do not know ; I was not down in those counties, but 1 sup-

pose that as long as they were allowed to go on and elect any ticket that
they chose—if they were to be allowed to go to the election and force

every negro that did not want to vote the republican ticket—just force

him to the polls, I don't suppose there would be any necessity for or-

ganizing any military company at all ; they would let them go on.

Q. They would not undertake to interfere with them!—A. No, sir.

1 know two or three negroes in my neighborhood who just for their

wanting to vote with the whites have been cut with knives and beaten.
I don't know of any being killed right straight out, but they were pretty
near it.

MISSISSIPPI WITHOUT REPRESENTATION IN STATE OR NATIONAL
LEGISLATURE FOR NINE YEARS.

Mississippi having been for nine years without representation in

the State or national legislation, we determined that we would use
all honorable means that we knew of to get in the men of our country,

and men that we thought were fit to occupy these positions.

Q. Which nine years do you speak of f—A. Since the war. I don't

know of any representation of the State of Mississippi until this year :

I mean of the tax-paying, intelligent portion of Mississippi.

Q. You do not consider that during that nine years Mississippi had
any representation in the State legislature or in the Congress of the
United States ?—A. No, sir.

Q. That is your view of it "?—A. Yes, sir ; and the view of the tax-

paying, intelligent white men.
Q. At the election last year there was an effort to change that ?—A.

Yes, sir.

WHITE MILITARY ORGANIZATION THE RESULT OF THE NEGROES.

Q. And you went on in the manner you have described to make that

change ?—A. Well, I don't know whether you mean to ask me if the

military organization was the result of that. I say this military organ-
ization was the result of the negroes—the negroes organized their mili-

tary companies because they saw that we wanted to make opposition
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to their electing their ticket. Then, iu self-defense, after having heard
all kinds of rumors and reports about murder, burning, and so forth,

and after having had this riot at Clinton, we organized our military

companies for self protection ; but we did not bring these companies

—

never called these companies into service at all They were not needed,
I am happy to say, in carrying Hinds County.

Q. You found it to be an unnecessary thing?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Were your meu mounted; did they provide themselves with
horses?—A. No, sir; a man joined the company, you know, and if he
had a horse, it was all right, and if he did not have one—they were just

enrolled and got tbeir guns to be ready for an emergency.
Q. Now, on the night of the riot in Clinton the men that patroled in

that neighborhood, were they your men or members of your compa-
nies?—A. No, sir; we had no company then.

Q. The companies were organized afterward ?—A. The companies
were organized afterward.

THE CLINTON MEETING.

Q. What time did you go to the meeting at Clinton on the 4th of

September?—A. I got upon the freight-train in the morning.

Q. What time did you arrive there?—A. I suppose it was about 10

o'clock.

Q. ^Vhat time did the speaking begin '—A. It was nearly 1 o'clock,

between 12 and 1, before the speaking commenced.
Q. What time did you go to lunch with Mr. Chilton 1—A. About 2, I

suppose.

Q. How far was that from the place where the speaking was?—A.
Two or three hundred yards—right close by.

Q. Who had spoken when you left ?—A. I left Mr. Amos li. John-
ston speaking.

Q. Was everything orderly at that time in the meeting ?—A. Well,
sir, as orderly, 1 reckon, as one could expect among a crowd of that
size.

Q. You received notice from the democratic committee of the county
to go over and speak, did you, that day ?—A. No, sir ; Mr. Dabney re-

ceived notice, and he requested me to take his idace.

Q. When did he make that request of you ?—A. That morning. I

was on my way to Utica ; we were going to have ])ublic speaking there
that day, and I had started horseback to Utica. I met him at Edwards
Depot, and he handed me this dispatch, and told me tbat he did not
want to go ; that he wanted to get acquainted with the people w hose
votes he expected to receive, and had appointed that time to make a
speech to them, and he would go on and get me to go to Clinton.

THE COLORED COLUMN.

Q. Where did you meet these 800 meu ?—A. Almost on the identical

spot that I fired the shot-gun at the time of the riot. I was sitting in a
buggy with a friend between liaymond and Clinton, and the road was
blocked up ; the head of the column came right to this fence, where I

fired to protect Mr. Wells. The head of the column passed there, and
we could not go through with our buggy, and I had to stay there until

they i)assed, and I counted them.
Q. You counted them as they passed ?—A. Yes, sir ; it was a long

line, and the suu was shining very hot.

Q. Did you see any arms among them ?—A. Yes, sir ; side-arms.

Q. How many do you suppose you saw ?—A. 1 have no way of arriv-

ing at the number. 1 saw a good manv ; some of them had their coats
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ofif and their pistols buckled on the outside, and I suppose I saw a
couple of hundred.

THE WITNESS FIRED AND SCATTERED THE CROWD.
Q. What led you to fire the gun you took from the store that yon

broke into"?—A. Why, I saw these men attempting to kill this man
Wells.

Q. What did they do ?—A. I suppose there was forty shots fired

at me.
Q. At you ?—A. Yes, sir ; but before I fired—about the same time I

fired—they were charging on the town, and turned to one side after Cap-
tain Wells at that time. I did not see why the two shots I fired

into the crowd should have scattered them, but it seemed to do it.

Q. Where did this affair take place f—A. Eight in a little bottom
below the railroad-depot, about a quarter of a mile from where the
speaking was,

Q. Toward the town or from it!—A. Toward the town.
Q. How far from the town ?—A. About half-way.

FORTY SHOTS FIRED AT THE WITNESS.

Q. How many men were there "that were api)roaching the town at

the time you fired ?—A. O, good gracious, there was a thousand, I

reckon, but it was these seventy-five mounted men that did the firing;

and I think it was the Edwards Depot company that did the most of
the firing that day. They went there prepared to fight, and expected
to fight.

Q. Do you say that these people fired forty shots at you ?—A. I sup-

pose full forty.

Q. And upon your discharging your double-barreled shot-gun they
turned and fied ?—A. Yes, sir; and left two or three pistols lying in

the road.

THE RETREAT DESCRIBED.

Q. And you suppose that these seventy-five men whom you met there,

supported l3y a thousand more, were charging upon the town '?—A. No, sir;

I supposed that the seventy-five were charging ; they were not supported
by this thousand. The thousand was just scattered ; there was great

confusion, some resting, some running, and some pursuing white men,
and some running to get out of the way themselves ; and these seventy-

five men were just mounted, and had their pistols out, and did not seem
to have any idea what to do.

NINE HUNDRED AND TWENTY-FIVE RUNNING AND SEVENTY-FIVE
CHARGING.

Q. Then the nine hundred and twenty-five others were trying to get

away and escape from danger?—A. Yes, sir; 1 suppose so; undoubt-

edly at the time.

Q. And the seventy-five men, you say, still wanted to charge upon the

town?— A. Yes, sir.

Q. Is that still your impression now?—A. Well, I d-on'tknow; I don't

want to volunteer an impression of my own.
Q. Is it not your present oi)iuion that the seventy-five men were under

the same intiuence that controlled the nine hundred and twenty-five

—

trying to escape from the danger that they supposed existed, and hav-

ing no other object?—A. No, sir ; they were going in an opposite direc-

tion from their homes.
Q. Did you get near these seventy-five mounted men ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you know the men ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. All of them ?—A. Yes, sir.
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Q. And tliey were going in an opposite direction from their homes ?

—

A. Yes, sir.

Q. And might they not be fleeing from danger, expecting they were
most in danger at home ?—A. Well, what were they running for, and
shooting all the white men there?

WHITES AND BLACKS KILLED AND WOUNDED.
Q. How many white men were killed in that fight?—A. Three.

Q. How many colored men were killed that day ?—A. Three or four.

Q. How many colored men were killed Sunday morning and Saturday
night ?—A. I don't think any were killed Saturday night.

Q. Well, Sunday morning '?—A. Up to the time I left there were none
killed ; I never saw one of them.

SOME FIFTEEN OR TWENTY KILLED ON SUNDAY MORNING.

Q. What was the common report ?—A. That a great many had been
killed ; some fifteen or twenty.

Q. How long were you out at the head of that expedition the after-

noon or evening of the riot ?—A. I was out three or four hours ; I was
out from about 4 o'clock, and I did not get in until half an hour in the
night, I suppose.

Q. That would be half past G o'clock or 7 ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Were your men all together?—A. Yes, sir; they were all follow-

ing right on behind me, and we went in a lope nearly all the time.

Q. On the same roads ?—A, No, sir ; I took a circle around the town,
and cut across from one road to the other. We were under the impres-
sion that an attack was going to be made on the town, but I found I

was mistaken.

Q. How many men had you ?—A. Twenty-five.

Q. Were you tired upon ?—A. No, sir.

Q. Did any of your men discharge their arms ?—A. No, sir.

Q. Any person killed within your knowledge that afternoon ?—A. No,
sir; there was no damage done on the route that we took; no person
killed that I ever heard of.

Q. Where were you on the following Sunday ?—A. I was on the road
from Bolton Dei)ot until about 12 o'clock, and I was in Clinton alter

that until the train came up, and then 1 went to Jackson.
Q. Were you moanted in going from Bolton to Clinton ?—A. Yes, sir;

and I had ten or twelve men with me.
Q. And they were mounted '—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you take a direct road ?—A. AVe took the direct road, right

along what is called the Chan)pion Hill road.

Q. Were there other men in arms at Bolton when you left ?—A. No,
sir ; all the men had gone home ; the Edwards men and my own men
that came up from Bolton to Clinton and Edwards, had all gone on
home ; all my men that came into Bolton that night liad gone on back.

Q. Were there any scouting-parties out that day—white men ?—A. I

have heard that there were; but 1 don't know of any.

Q. You don't know of any ?—A. No, sir. When I and my party got
to Bolton, we lound that there was nothing going on, and that there was
no need of our remaining, and we got horses at Bolton, and came back
to Clinton, just to look at the condtion of the country, and we found
everything quiet, and the negroes at home and j)eaceable.

NEGROES NOT DISTURBING ANYBODY ON SUNDAY—WHY THEY WERE
KILLED.

Q. You did not find the negroes disturbing anybody on Sunday ?—A.
No, sir; not at all.
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Q. How do you account for the circumstauce that so many negroes
v/ere killed that night and the day after the riot was over 1

Mr. Bayakd. He says that there were none killed that night that he
knows of.

The Chairman. Well, the next day, the next morning ?

A. Well, I suppose that five hundred or six hundred men coming
together, and having fresh before them the bodies of three or four white
men that had been mutilated and mangled, their fingers cut off, and
rings taken from them, and their bowels cut open—that having these
things in their mind, I think there were men there that could not resist

the temptation of going out and avenging them,
Q. Did you see any of these white men that were killed, Mr. Chilton

or any others ?—A. Yes, sir j Mr. Chilton was only shot the one shot.

I did not see where.
Q. Was he mutilated in any way ?—A. No, sir ; there was only one

of them, Mr. Martin Sivley. I saw him.

ABOUT MUTILATING THE DEAD.

Q. How was he mutilated I—A. Well, his entrails—now, I will tell

you the fact of the business ; I don't know how much was done, but I

know that his head was mashed in, and that he had four or five shots
;

he was so bloody about his face that if it had not been for his clothes

I would not have known him. His bowels were cut open and were
running out when we got to where he was.

Q. Do you know whether it was done after he was dead, or whether
at the time he was killed ?—A. I don't know a thing about it. I don't

think he was killed for an hour or two after the thing was over, and he
was not killed on the ground ; he was running, trying to get away. And
we found a Mr. Tompson, from Raymond, that evening, a mile from the
ground. He was on the road toward Bolton Depot.

Q. Which way is that from Eaymond I—A. It is in the direction go-

ing toward Eaymond. He lived in Eaymond, and it was on the road
to Eaymond. He was shot through the head. He had one shot in his

leg. I suppose that after he had left the ground he was overtaken out
on this road and shot by the negroes on their way home. He was left

lying in the road, and I have seen a good many that rode over him.

Q. Did you know Frank Tompson?—A. No, sir; I did not know him;
I was not acquainted with him ; 1 knew him when I saw him.

THE EIGHT OR TEN MEN FROM RAYMOND.
Q. You stated there were eight or ten men from Eaymond that day

at Clinton ?—A, Yes, sir.

Q. Did you know them ?—A. I knew some of them ; I knew Sivley

and Tompson, and this man Wells, to whose assistance I came when the
negroes were trying to kill him ; I knew Major Harper, the editor of the
Gazette.

Q. How old a man is Major Hardier ?—A. O, he is an old man. He
never had any pistol.

Q. How long has he resided at Eaymond ?—A. All his life, I reckon

;

ever since I was a bab^*.

Q. Is he a well-known person in that community?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. A man of good standing?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. A member of the democratic party?—A. Yes, sir; but he has not
been until last year, when the democratic party nominated him on the
legislative ticket and elected him.

Q. What was he before that?—A, Well, he has been a regular demo-
crat-hater; he has been an old-line whig.
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Q. Was not a repnblican at all?—A. No, sir; I don't think he was
;

he was not a. Mississippi republican.

Q. Is he a native of the country !—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Well, is he a man of good standiug in the county ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Has large intlueiice ?—A. Large influence.

Q. Tompson was also a native of Eaymoud, or of that vicinity, was
he not?—A. Yes, sir; and his father was a Methodist minister there..

He was a young man of considerable promise.

Q. Probably brought up to respect Mr. Harper, was he not?—A. He
had just moved to Eaymoud and did not know much about Mr. Harper.

MR. HAPFA AN"D HIS FRIENDS.

Q. How far did you live from where Haffa was killed?—A. I lived

five or six miles.

Q. Did you have any dealings with him?—A. Ko, sir; I never did.

Q. Did you kn-ow his neighbors?—A. Yes, sir; I knew them.
Q. Do you know Mr. Moseley ?—A. Xo, sir ; I don't know him.
Q. The agent of the sewing maehhie company ?—A. I do know a

Moseley, but he was not a neighbor of Haftk's. I know a Moseley who is

agent of a sewing-machine; but he was first in one place and then in

another. I don't know that he had a permanent residence anywhere.
Mr. Whitehead was one of liis neighbors.

Q. Do you know Mr. Whitehead?—A. Yes, sir; and Mr. Ned Davis
was another one of them. The two Whiteheads and Davis, I believe,

were the nearest neighbors.

Q. Do you know Mr. Bush ?—A. Bush was not a very near neighbor
to Hatia when he was killed. He had moved from where he was when
Bush and him had the difficulty.

Q. That difliculty had all been settled ?^-A. Yes, sir; it had all been
settled.

don't know why DOLPH STEPHENS AND HIS SON WERE KILLED.

Q. Were there two or three negroes killed in Haffa's neighborhood >

the same day?—A. I understood that there were two, by the name of
Stevens. I uuderstooil that Dolph Stevens and his sou were killed.

Q. How do you explain the killing of these negroes?—A. 1 don't

know ; i never could understand it : I don't know how it was. Mr.
Davis said that Mr. H.ifla's friends killed them. I don't know. I think
it very probable that they were killed—well, 1 don't know; I don't
know anything about it. I won't volunteer an opinion.

PUBLIC OPINION ABOUT IT.

Q. There is some public opinion, is there not, in your neighborhood in

regard to the killing of the negroes ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Supi)ose you give us that.—A. There was a company of men came
from down in the lower jtart of Hinds County, from that part of the
county adjoining Copiah County, and it was said by the negroes that
these men killed them.

Q. ]>() you know who these men were that came up from the neigh-
borhood ofCo[)iah .'—A. No, sir; 1 didn't know anything of them atall.

Q. ^Vere they understood to be white men ?—A. Some of thera, and
some negroes.

Q. How large a force was it ?—A. I did not see them at all. 1 went
out to see them at Edwards depot as soon as I heard they were riding
through the country, but when 1 got there they were gone; they had
disbanded.

Q. What hour do you think they first appeared in your county ?—A.
They passed through Clinton quite early in the morning. A rumor had
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gone down there where they came from that the negroes were killing

the white people.

Q. Then they came up ?—A. Yes, sir; at Edwards Depot every prep-
aration was made, for three or four nights, for an attack trom the negroes;
they had sent everywhere to get help to defend the town.

AN IJIPARTIAL WORLD WOULD NOT HAVE BLAMED THE WHITES IE THEY
HAD PITCHED IN AND KILLED THE NEGRO MILITIA COMPANIES.

Q. What was done by the negroes ?—A. They just got their guns and
marched up within a very close distance of the depot and kept out their

pickets during the night, and beat their drums down in the hollows ; and
if it had not been for men that had great influence there over the white
men, and whose wise counsel prevailed, they would have pitched in and
killed all of them, and an impartial world could not have blamed them
much: but still, just at that time, knowing that any act on our part
would seem to be an imposition on the negroes, and would be looked
upon by the northern people with suspicion—we have tried to act
always with an eye to their good will, ever since the war, sir ; that has
been my motto and my plan.

Q. From your military experience, let me ask you whether, if you
had been in command of the negroes when they assembled near Eay-
mond, and had intended assailing the town, should you have beaten
drums and given warning beforehand?—A. Well, I don't know; that
would depend on how many men I had. If I thought I had men enough
to go right in, I would beat them pretty lively; but if I wanted to make
a stealthy attack on the town, I would not do it.

Q. Is it not your opinion that the negroes were merely there for the

amusement of the organization ?

—

A. No, sir ; there was no amusement
about those times.

IT MADE THE WITNESS FEEL BAD TO SEE TEN OF HIS HANDS IN THE
MILITIA.

Q. Were any of the negroes that work on your place in that crowd ?

—A. They told me not. I was not at home, was at Edwards' Depot, and
the men out on my place told me they were not in that. I noticed this,

though ; that as soon as the State militia was organized, then they were
bound to show themselves. There were about ten men belonging to it

from my place, and those that I least expected would be against me, and
they were right there with their guns on their shoulders ; and it made
me feel bad, too.

Q. You were deceived by them about it ?—A. Yes, sir.

MAY POSSIBLY HAVE BEEN DECEIVED AS TO THEIR POLITICAL OPINIONS.

Q. Now, is it not possible that you have been deceived as to their po-

litical opinions 1—A. That may be possible.

Q. You stated to the committee that if they were left to themselves

they would all vote with you ?—A. I did not say all of them ; 1 said a

good many of them would.
Q. Is it not just possil)Ie that you may be mistaken in that opinion ?

—

A. The disaffection of ten out of forty or fifty—that would be perfectly

satisfactory ; if we could get one-half of them, anyhow, to be of a differ-

ent political opinion from the other half, and could get one-half of the

white people, we would be perfectly satisfied ;
any way, I know we would

have better feeling in our country : and that is all we are endeavoring to

work for in the future ; not to have any party organized on a race-issue.

NEGROES DID NOT FEAR DISCHARGE IF THEY VOTED REPUBLICAN
TICKET—"NO, SIR-EE:" "l WISH THEY DID."

Q. Did not the negroes in your neighborhood and upon your place

30 MISS



562 MISSISSIPPI ELECTION HINDS COUNTY.

believe that if tbey were active in opposing yon in politics they would
be discharged from the work upon the place?—A. No, sir-ee; I wish,

they did feel so.

Q. Have you not given out in the country, in various ways, that
negroes would be discharged who did not vote the democratic ticket ?

—

A. Some of them tried that two or three years ago, but we found that
it had rather the opposite effect, and made more of them go the other way
than ever.

Q. Did you not do that last year ?—A. Some few did—very few; but
the negroes knevv that they were not going to stick to it; the negroes
knew that.

"WITNESS THREATENED NOT TO MAKE ANOTHER CONTRACT WITH HIS
HANDS IF THEY DID NOT VOTE DEMOCRATIC TICKET.

Q. Did you not do that yourself?—A. Yes, sir: I did. I said I was
not going to make another contract with them.

Q. Does not that explain the representations made to you by the
negroes on your plantation that thej' were willing to vote with you

—

fearing that you would turn them away !—A. Well, I had as much
right to turn them away us any employer of labor has ; but I did not do
it in a threatening manner. 1 want it fully understood, and I should
like when my testimony goes to the world that this point be clear: I

said to them, " You have worked hard since the war and you have saved
nothing. You have made only enough to pay your merchant for your
food and clothing—that takes nearly everything that you make during
the year, and 1 don't even get my land-rent half the time. My agents
buy everything that you receive during the year ; it is furnished by me

;

I am responsible for it. Now, hereafter I want it understood, and I

want you to know it, there will not be the same inducement with me to

furnish you these rations and keep you on the place ; to keep you alive

for another twelve months, when I know you are doing all you can to

rob me of the little property I have by electing the class of men that
you do to the legislature, and by placing upon us such exorbitant
taxes;" and other things that I would bring to bear—several other
arguments not necessary to be enumerated, as it would take too long a
time; but it was as to the accommodation I would extend to them in

the future. The negroes knew that a majority of the white people
would not live up to it, though ; they knew that, and they did not pay
any attention to it, and it had the effect to make more of them vote the
other wa3' than they otherwise would have done.

A DEMOCRATIC COLORED BARBER TURNED OUT OF CHURCH.

Q. Have any of the negroes ever attempted to influence your vote,

or suggested to you in language direct, or circuitous and involved, that

if you did not vote the republican ticket they should leave your placet

—

A. No, sir, not directly to me ; but 1 know men that they have done it to,

lotsof them. I know abarberthore—toshowyoutheway theydothings

—

that they turned out of their church. His patronage came from the white
people, the democrats, and he voted the democratic ticket, and had
ever since the war. They turned him out of the church, and would not
have anything to do with him, and told him that he could not go inside

of the church. I know several other instances of that kind, and I might
enumerate lots of them if I just taxed my memory to think of them.

NEGRO ATTACKS ON WHITE MEN.

Q. Have the negroes ever attacked the white people, that you know
of?—A. They attacked them at Clinton, I understand.

Q. Well, we have heard about that; any other case?—A. They
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marched thirty miles to Yicksburghj and made au attack upon the
towu—a very weak one, though.

Q. Any other case ?—A. No, sir ; but I know of a cassejust above Ticks-
burgh that would have been the scene of a light, if it had not been for

myself. I believe that if I had not done what I did, they would have
made an attack upon the whites there.

Q. What place was that ?^A. In Warren County; it would take
along time to tell you about that, and I don't care to undertake it;

but 1 know they were ready to attack us, and I surrendered myself to

one of their scouts, and had him carry me right into their camp.
Q. On the road where you live there were only you and one other

white man ?—A. Yes, sir; on the public road.

Q. And seventy negroes ?—A. Seventy negroes to work this piece of

road.

Q. Have these seventy negroes molested either you or your associate
white man in any unlawful manner?—A. No, sir; not openly.

WHITE MEN THEEATENED.
Q. Have they threatened you with any harm 1—A. Yes, sir.

Q. In what way ?—A. There were threats around those times when
the excitement would come up, that the negroes were going to com-
mence killing, and kill out all the white people.

" WE NEVER COUED GET AT THE MAN."

Q. Who said that?—A. Well, the truth of it is, we never could get
at the man ; it would be denied every time.

Q. How did you hear it ?—A. The cooks and washerwomen and others
around the house would come in and tell it to the children and ladies

;

that was the way it would always reach our ears.

Q. Have these seventy men ever interfered with or disturbed your
family?—A. No; except they organized their companies and drilled

there at night, and beat their drums around.

don't know whether NEGRO COMPANIES WERE NOT [MERELY POLITI-
CAL ORGANIZATIONS.

Q. Now, were not these companies merely political organizations;
merely a way of electioneering among themselves !—A. Well, I don't

know; we have no means of finding out, sir, in the world ; we are just

as much kept out of these meetings—they have guards and pickets to

keep a man out just as much as any military command you ever saw.
I know I have tried as hard as any man to find what was going on. We
don't know; that is the difficulty. If it was all in the day-time—if they
would get together and have their meetings in the day-time, or if any
white man were allowed to go in there and hear what they were saying
and doing, we would be satisfied. If we thought they were merely
political organizations, of course, we could not object to that.

POLITICAL MEETINGS AFTER CLINTON.

Q. Did you attend any of their political meetings where there was a

joint debate, after the Clinton meeting?—A. I never did.

Q. Did the republicans hold any meetings of their own in Hinds
County where there were public speeches after that ?—A. I don't know
of any. There was some public speaking at Edwards Depot. The
democrats had a barbecue there, and invited republican speakers there,

and I heard two or three republicans at Edwards Depot speaking.

Q. Who were they f—A. William Graham, a member of the board of

supervisors, and a republican, a negro, and there were two others spoke
at the time.
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Q, How niauy democratic meetings did you attend in the county ?—A.
That at Edwards' Depot and one at Utica. These were the only two
that I ever attended.

Q. Were there any armed men at these meetings?—A. It is customary
in that country for a man to carry his pistol, and it was so particularly
after the Clinton riot, and every one went with his pistol ; I saw no man
with a gun.

Q. So far as you know there were no republican meetings in the county
after the Clinton riot ?—A. Well, sir, 1 would not say that, for I don't
know it to be a fact. They had a meeting at Edwards Depot, and I
think there were other meetings where there were three or four hundred
present, but there was no big barbecues.

Q. Was there any public speaking except at this meeting where the
democrats met and invited the republicans?—A. Yes, sir; Captain
Eisher made a speech at Edwards Depot the day before the election.
I was present myself, and 40 or 50 white men were i^reseut; a good
many more than there were at Clinton.

WHY HAFFA WAS KILLED.

By Mr. Ca:\iekon :

Q. Is it understood in your neighborhood where you reside that flaffa
was at the Clinton riot?—A. I don't know, sir; I never heard anything
about it, whether he was there; but I don't think he was, though.

Q. How do you account for his being killed ?—A. It was said that
Haffa sent this squad of negroes—so reported, I suppose, by these men
that justified the act of Hafia being killed by white men in that neigh-
borhood. If you will notice upon examination of the testimony taken
upon the inquiry into the Clinton riot, addressed to General George,
one Pleasants Thomas, I believe, says that Haifa was the man who sent
the squad of negroes to Clinton and told them to go armed, that they
were going to have a fight. That is all I know about it ; that is what
I saw in the public print.

Q. The supposition is that he was killed for giving that advice ?—A.
I know nothing about it except just what I saw iu the public print about
Haffa's killing.

haffa's murder regretted very much, and it was a godsend.
Q. Was there any public opinion in the country in regard to it?—A.

Well, I don't think—I don't know how to answer that question, to tell

you the truth. There is a public opinion, of course. The affair was very
much regretted by those who lived in my neighborhood, and those who
were interested iu the political results of Hafta's death ; they regretted
it very much, but the neighbors around Hafta, I never heard any of them
regret his being taken out of their midst ; but, on the other hand, all of
them thought it was a godsend to their neighborhood. There is a public
opinion that regrets his death very much, and the killing of him at that
time.

Q. Was his killing investigated judicially in any way that you know
of?—A. Yes, sir; it was reported to the grand jury and there were a
good many witnesses summoned up there, but the grand jury did not
do anything with the case, though; they could not find out enough to
bring in a true bill against any particular i)arties.

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. Among what class of people was HafiVi's death approved?—A. He
lived among a class of men that were not a very intelligent class any-
way, not the very best of people, and it was approved by that class.
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Q. How in regard to the colored people there ?— A. Well, sir, it was
heartily approved by all that I have heard express themselves.

HOW WITNESS WENT INTO A NEGRO CAMP NEAR VICKSBURGH.

Q. You spokejnstnow,in reply to a question from Mr. Boutwell, of your
surrendering yourself to some scouts and being taken to their camp

;

just state that occurrence.—A. It will take me a great while to state it.

Well, sir, during the summer of 1874 the negroes organized themselves
into military companies for the purpose of going to Vicksburgh on the
day of the election. I understood from the negroes themselves, at the
time that I was in their camp, that they were ordered by their leaders

in Vicksburgh to go there armed and equipped on the day of election,

for the purpose of carrying the election by storm.

Q. The city election at Vicksburgh 1—A. Yes, sir ; the city election

at Vicksburgh. These negroes, eleven miles in the country, organized
themselves, and from their continual drilling at night with their guns

—

we could see their guns in their hands at night while they were drilling,

directly across the Big Black— I live on one side of the Big Black and
the Ba'tchelders live on the other, and it is a dense swamp there, almost
impassable; but one of them came throu^gh and asked us—they had
organized themselves into a company and Batchelder was in command
of fifteen white men in that neighborhood. This was a secret organiza-

tion, and that they did not wish the negroes to know that they had this

organization. He came over to my side of the river and asked me to try

to get up a company of men ; that I would simply try to get the

neighbors to have some signal by which they could come to their assist-

ance if the negroes should attempt to make an attack.

The excitement was very high, and these Warren County people came
over into our county and asked that they might send some men in

there the night before the election, and let them hide themselves in the

swamp, so that if the negroes started to make an attack on them or to

go to Vicksburgh, they might have some force there to prevent them,

as they, the men who were then there, were only fifteen among five

hundred or perhaps one thousand.
They were naturally suspicious of the negroes, as they were in there

getting arms every day. It was said that the negroes were going to

commence killing'on that morning and kill everything from the cradle

up ; that was the common word among the negroes to send to the whites

whenever they would get up a little excitement. I suppose it is done
by those who cannot appreciate the meaning of it.

At any rate one Captain Cobb came there into this swamp with

some thirty or forty men on the day before the election at Vicksburgh.

The negroes seemed to be very much incensed on our side of the river,

that white men should come there, and they sent out negroes to make
inquiries, and they came to me and wanted to know what it meant,

and wanted to know if there was any danger. At the same time these

negroes were organized into companies. I told them that if they would
send a man with me I would go to Baldwin's Ferry and see Captain

Cobb, and see what he was going to do. I told them that I did not ap-

prove of his being in that part of the country.

So they chose their delegate and sent him along with me to see Cobb;
and he told me plainly that he came there to protect all peaceable, quiet

negroes ; that there were those who did not want to hurt the whites, and
he knew it, and that he came there to protect that class from being forced

into the ranks of this military organization ; and to defend the whites

against the encroachments of these military companies. The negro

seemed to be well satisfied and went back home. I staid at home all that
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night. I felt apprehension, though I staid at the house, because of the
signal-guns at Vicksburgh which were fired just at dusk, and we could
trace them around in the neighborhood on each plantation. They were
firing these signal guns in and around Vicksburgh , and they were answered
by guns on the plantations; and their military companies crossed the river.

When the election was over, it having gone democratic, I thought
maybe the negroes would be perfectly contented, and that their officers

would not want to order them into town. I went into Warren County.
In the mean time I had cut me a trail there through this swamp in the

cane-brake, and as I was fording the river—it was about saddle-girth
deep; I started by myself the next morning after breakfast—I heard
some one on the bank, and I looked and I saw a negro boy, the same
one that was with me the day before, and he says, " Captain, I want to go
with you." I said" to him, '' All right." I had my gun, and, by the way,
I had about forty rounds of buckshot-cartridges with me. We crossed
the river and went up through the trail I had cut to Batcheldor's house.
On arriving there I found that the white ladies of the neighborhood
had assembled, and that they were in a great state of excitement—terribly

excited. I could see around the house armed negroes, negroes with their

guns,lyingabout under the trees, some seventy-five or eighty, I suppose.
As we came up they slapped their hands and asked me where my

company was; they thought that I had organized a company, and they
heard I was coming and gathered together there. I told them I had no
company. They said they had been expecting me for some time ; that
I had come just in time to see them murdered ; that if I would ride up
to the top of the hiM I could see what was going on. I rode up to the
top of the hill, and I saw about two hundred negroes drilling with their

guns in their hands. All of these facts are notorious.

I asked the ladies where their men were, and they told me that Cobb
had sent for them at 2 o'clock the night before—these men had
crossed the river, and were down in the swamp; and that the negroes
were organized all over the county, and would attack him the next morn-
ing.

I told them that I would apprise Cobb of the situation—what was
going on—as soon as I could ; and that I would have to go back and
swim the river in order to get to where he was.

1 rode off, and just as I left the top of the hill I saw a negro ride off.

He had his gun, and he started toward Bovina, a little town that lay

back behind us ; and he had to cross my trail going up through the
swamp. I started down toward this trail and got into it, and when the
negro came up I drew up my gun at him, and asked him where he was
going. He did not seem to want me to know. I said, " You are going
after help, are you ? " He says, " Yes, sir." Said I, " What is going on
np there at Hickory Tree ? "—there was an old hickory tree in the middle
of a 2,000acre field—and he said, "They are going to have a fight up
there ; I don't want them to fight, but I cannot help it; I have done all

I can to keep them from it."

I asked him then if he could not go with me up there to see these ne-

groes and bring me back safely. He said that he thought he could. I

told him that 1 did not want any doubt about it ; I wanted to be very
certain that he could bring me back safely; and he says, " Well, sir, I

can."

I then handed him my shot-gun and ammunition ; and I says, " Bring
me to them just as soon as you can ; " and he did so.

I was halted about 200 yards from the tree, or rather he was halted
;

and he told them that there was a white man coming in there to try to
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make terms with them, and they let me in ; and of all the hard work
that a man ever had in the world, I had it to get these negroes to scat-

ter and go away from there. I succeeded at last in doing it.

I found out afterward that if these negroes had not brought on an at-

tack themselves, the white men would have attacked them that evening.
Q. How many were there in this camp?—A. There was only 200;

but in one of my arguments to this officer I says, " If you will fight, and
are going to fight, for goodness sake get a good place, and get all the
force that you can get, and not undertake to fight in this field with
only 200 men

;
you will be killed the first thing." Said he, " Don't you

interest yourself about me ; I have got 800 men within hearing-distance
of me."

Q. Who was this ?—A. It was Andrew Owen, commander of the
nigger company, who was afterward captured at Vicksburgh.
His lieutenant said to me, "Yes, sir; we were ordered to go to Vicks-

burgh, and we were going if we had not received orders not to go. We
got orders that we should not go there ; if we had not received these
orders, before night I Avould have been there with my gun in one hand,
an coal-oil can in the other, and a box of matches in my pocket."
He could say all he pleased, as I was the only white man present, and

he was there among his race, and they were well equipped. It sur-

prised me where they got all those guns and that ammunition.
After talking with them for about two hours, trying to get them to

scatter, I then tried the bluff game with them, and I succeeded in scat-

tering them at last by that.

I said, " Where did come from ! I came from that swamp, and you
don't know how many men I h",ve got there

;
you don't know but I have

a thousand men.* You don't know how many are at Baldwin's Ferry
and at Vicksburgh," &c. And I made them suppose that I was very
anxious for their welfare, and did not want to see them hurt ; and by
that means I got them to scatter and go to their homes.

I sent to where Cobb was, and told him what I had done ; and of
course there was some of the men censured me for getting them to

scatter; some of them were for having a fight. But they agreed to ride

through the couutry there, and show them how many men they had, and
keep them from comiog out in the future ; and they did ride up through
there, and display their force ; and that was the last of it, until l)ecember,
when they attempted to go into Vicksburgh.

- THE WHITE MEN KILLED AT CLINTON.

Q. What was the character and reputation of the white men who
were killed at Clinton, beginning with this man Chilton ?—A. Chilton
was one of the first men of the town

;
quiet, peaceable, inoffensive, and

was taking no hand in politics—had not up to that time. Thompson I
knew but little of; he was a young lawyer in the county, the son of a
Methodist minister. I had never been introduced to him, but I knew
him by sight ; had seen him in the court-room once or twice, and I

thought he was a man of considerable i)romise. The family stood well,

and he seemed to be beloved by his friends and neighbors.

Q. What about Sivley *?—A. He was a man that was respected by
every man in Hinds County that knew him. He was a young man, and
he had been, I reckon, a little wild in his younger days. He had just
grown up from a boy ; he was only about 22 or 23 when he was killed,

and he was loved through the county as much as any man in it, I reckon.

He was deputy sheriff for a long time, and knew a great many.
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WELBOENE IS A TERRIBLE RASCAL.

Q. Do you know a man named Welborne there?—A. I do, very well.

Q. What manner of man is he ?—A. Well, sir, I don't hardly know
what to say. There is no doubt that he is a terrible rascal ; he has
killed two or three white men there and broke open two or three stores

;

but we had a grand jury that would do nothing with him. He was in-

dicted two or three times, but they would do nothing with him—let him
off—a bad man, sir.

Q. What white men did he kill ?—A. I said two or three ; he only
killed one white man that I know of. He killed him right in Dunton's
store, on the corner at Clinton. I was there when he killed him ; his

name was Scales. It was a very brutal murder.
Q. Do you know of his having had a difficulty with Sivley at any

time ?—A. Ko, sir
; I don't know of any—yes, sir, I do ; but it has been

so long since it happened that I have forgottou the circumstances. I

know that Sivley at one time—Sivley and two or three others in Clin-

ton had some difficulty with the negroes there, and the negroes turned
out en masse to catch him, and Welborne was leading the crowd; but
he came back in about a week after, Sivley did, and it was all over, and
he was never arrested. I know nothing of the particular circumstances
at all.

Q. Did you see AVelborne at the Clinton riot ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. What part was he taking in it ?—A. I did not see him in the fight;

I saw him in town before the thing happened. I did not see him doing
anything. I never saw him but once at all that day. I know he took
part in it, however, and I went in the direction of his house with these
twenty-five men that I had, and I went right for him as the first man;
and he told me afterward that he lay right on the side of the road
within ten steps from us. Whether tliat is true or not I don't know.

By Mr. Cameron :

Q. Were you present at the time Welborne killed the white man in

the store?—A. Xo, sir; I was not immediately there. I was renting
the store from Mr. Dunton at the time ; was proprietor of it at the time
he was killed.

Q. rersonally you don't know of any of the facts of the killing?—A.
ISTo, sir; though just as well as a man could know without looking at it

with his own eyes. My brother was standing right by when he killed

him.

By Mr. ]\IcDonald :

Q. How far was Mr. Sivley's body found from where the riot com-
menced ?—A. About 250 yards, I suppose.

Q. In what direction?—A. Eigbt out in an old field—in Mr. llice's

field—going toward the depot.

Q. In the direction of the depot?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. How far was Tompson found from the place where the riot com-
menced ?—A. About one mile and a quarter, I suppose ; maybe a mile.

Q. Did you see him when he was found ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. You spoke of his being shot through the head : did you notice
whether the ball entered his head ?—A. Yes, sir; he was shot directly
in the forehead.
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S. G. CARABINE—HOLMES COTJNTY.

Jackson, Miss., June 15, 1876.

S. G. Carabine sworn and examined.

PERSONAL RECORD.

By Mr. Bayard :

Question. AYhere do you live?—Answer. In Holmes County.
Q. Near what town or place ?—A. Lexiugtou is the county-seat ; I

lire right down in the swamp.
Q. How far from Lexington do you live ?—A. Twenty-seven miles, I

believe.

Q. How long have you resided there '?—A. I have been living there
ever since the war.

Q. Where were you born?—A. In Yazoo.
Q. Were you there during the last canvass—during 1865 ?—A. I was.

Q. Did you hold an ofBce?—A. At that time, no, sir.

Q. Were you elected in 1875 to any office?—A. Yes, sir; magistrate.

I am still magistrate of district No. 4, Holmes County.
Q. The justice of the peace?—A. Yes, sir.

QUIET AND PEACEABLE CANYASS AND ELECTION.

Q. Have you any information concerning any disturbance during the

election?—A. Nothing; no, sir; nothing at all. I was there all the
time during the day of the election.

Q. You resided in the county during the canvass?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. What was the character of the canvass as to peace and order?

—

A. There was no disturbance. Never heard of any in my beat.

Q. What was the character of the election on the day of the election ?

—

A. Quiet and peaceable.

Q. Did you witness, or have you any knowledge of, any case of vio-

lent intimidation?—A. None whatever, sir. Everybody was permitted to

vote just as they pleased.

COMPLEXION OP THE YOTE.

Q. Do you know what was the character of the vote in your district?

I mean as to the complexion of the voters.—A. I don't know if I am cor-

rect in the numbers. I think the registry there shows about 54 or 56
white, somewhere in that neighborhood, and over 400 colored.

RESULT OF THE ELECTION.

Q. What was the result of the election ?—A. The election was carried

by the democrats, the majority ranging from 37 to 43.

BLACK DEMOCRATS.

Q. Did any number of the black people vote the democratic ticket ?

—

A. Yes, sir.

Q. How many ?—A. Well, a good many, although I could not hardly

say. The colored people there—there were a number of colored people

wlio belonged to the club.

Q. Members of the democratic club ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you belong?—A. I am president of the club.

Q. What was it called ?—A. The V. Lake Democratic Conservative
Club.

Q. Does that club contain a hundred members?—A. Yes, sir; fully

—

more.
Q. Were efforts made to prevent the colored people from voting the

democratic ticket on that occasion ; and if so, by vrhom ?—A. I don't
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think tliere -^as, I never heard anybody. But everybody voted just as
they pleased.

Q. The colored men there voted the democratic ticket and joined
your club and acted with you politically ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Then they were allowed freely to join it ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And they did so ?—A. Yes, sir.

NO rNTIMTDATION OR VIOLENCE WHATEVER.
Q. I understand you to say that you knew of or saw no act of intimi-

dation or violence throughout the canvass!—A. Ko, sirj none what-
ever.

Q. Any disturbance on the day of the election ?—A, iSTo, sir. One
gentleman from Lexington that was down there got to be a little intox-
icated. In this State they have a new officer called a peace-officer of the
election, appointed by^—I don't know whom ; he arrested him and kept
him under arrest, and that was all the disturbance I saw.

ABOUT YAZOO COUNTY.

By the Chairman :

Q. When did you leave Yazoo County and take up your residence in
Holmes County ?—A. Well, sir, I was born in Yazoo in 1843, and I have
lived in that State exclusively, with the exception of serving in the
army, and after I came out of the army I purchased this place in Holmes
County, ouly five miles from where 1 was born 5 the county line runs
near.

Q. Are you acquainted in Yazoo County still?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Were you there during the last year ?—A. Yes, sir ; often. Yazoo
is closer to me than Lexington ; I do most of my trading there.

Q. How were matters in Yazoo County in regard to peace and order
during the election 1—A. I don't know. 1 am not even interested in that
county myself.

Q. Did you see anything in the nature of disturbance when you were
over there?—A. 2sever.

Q. How frequently were you there in September and October last

year ?—A. I was there on the 21st day of October, the day we made our
nomination for these county officers. I was not there again until the
13th or 14th, at a grand barbecue thej' gave after the election.

Q. Have you friends living in Yazoo that you saw when you went up
there?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you hear of any disturbances—did they ever speak to you of
there being any disturbance in Yazoo County ?—A. I could not say
now.

Q. You did not hear any that yon recollect now ?—A. I know there
was a good deal of excitement, but whether called to my attention at
the time I would not say.

Q. As between Yazoo and Holmes County, which was the most peace-
able duriug the canvass?—A. 1 know that there was nothing in Holmes
County; everything as quiet as anything could be in the part in which
I was.

Q. You did not go to Lexington often ?—A. Xo, sir ; not once a year.

Q. You know more of Yazoo, then, than you do of Holmes?—A. Yes,
sir.

A DEMOCRATIC CLUB OF BOTH BLACK AND WHITE GENTLEMEN.
Q. Did you say you were president of this club of colored men, the

democratic club of both black and white gentlemen ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. About a hundred of them ?—A. Yes, sir.
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Q. How many of those were colored men, and bow many of both
races?—A. I suppose over a hundred colored men.

Q. How many white men ?—A. I don't knowj most every white man
down there belongs to it.

Q. When was this club organized ?—A. It was organized in Septem-
ber, 1875.

Q. When did the colored men begin to join?—A. Some joined the
very first day of its organization.

Q. Were they men who had previously acted with the republican
party ?—A. Some of them.

NUMBER OF WHITE AND COLORED YOTEES IN HIS BEAT.

Q. How many colored men did you say voted in your beat?—A. I do
not recollect; I don't know. I think over four hundred, though.

Q. How many white voters ?—A. Fifty-four or fifty-six ; somewhere
in that neighborhood. The number is very small.

DEMOCRATS CARRIED THE ELECTION.

Q. Which ticket do the larger number i)oll in that beat—which party
carry ?—A. By the democrats.

Q. How many votes were there altogether?—A. I don't know. I

think something like three hundred—over three hundred. The demo-
crats had about forty majority ; from thirty-seven to forty-three.

Q. Were you an officer of the election ?—A. IsTo, sir.

REPUBLICAN AND DEMOCRATIC MEETINGS DURING THE CANVASS.

Q. Were any democratic meetings held iu your beat or precinct dur-
ing the canvass ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. How many ?—A. We used to meet about two days in a month.
Q. When did you commence meeting during the canvass ?—A. We

organized, as I said a while ago, and kept up our organization.

Q. Were there any republican meetings held in your beat ?—A. Yes,
sir.

Q. How many?—A. I don't know. I know republican meetings were
held there, but how many I could not say.

NAMES OF COLORED DEMOCRATS.

Q. Give the names of some of the prominent colored men who are
members of the democratic club in your beat.—A. Well, I don't know
very many x^rominent names ; I can give you the names of a great many
not prominent men.

Q. Some were more prominent than others
;
give the names of some

of the more i^rominent.—A. There was a man by the name of John G.
Marshall who is well educated ; he has taken an active part there in politics,

and I reckon he voted the democratic ticket. I don't recollect. I can
give a long list of names, but none very prominent. It is diificult to

recall now any of more prominence than the rest.

Q. Mention some of them.—A. A man by the name of Wash Brooks
j

he is a colored man and belongs to the club.

Q. Who else?—A. Anderson Cox. I don't know who else now.
Q. You stated you could give the names of a great many ?—A. Yes,

sir.

Q. Give the names of some more.—A. There is Ed. Quarrells and
Wash Thurman, Ike Fisher, Harry Harper, Wash Scrivens, Joshua
Thomas.

Q. What is the business of this John G. Marshall ?—A. He is a farmer
there.

Q. A planter there; does he own land himself?—A. Xo, sir.
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Q. Whose land is be working ?—A. He has rented the place from a
man in Attala County; a man named Jones, I think, the property be-

longs to, and he has rented it for this man.
Q. Do you know whether this man Jones is a republican or democrat ?

—A. I dou't know his politics; I don't know him when I see him.

Q. Did yon ever understand what his politics were ?—A. No, sir.

Q. Is he a white man ?—A. I suppose so, sir.

Q. What is the business of Wash Brooks?—A. Planting.

Q. Does he own land himself ?—A. He has land that he works, from
Eobert Fisher.

Q. Where does Eobert Fisher live ?—A. Within five miles.

Q. Is he a white man and democrat ?—A. I believe he is.

Q. And Qaarrells, where does he live?—A. In Okolona plantation.

He works, I believe, there, for a share of the crop.

Q. Who is the man that he is working for ?—A. I think, a man by
the name of Miles.

Q. Is he a white man and democrat ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. What is the business of Wash Thurman?—A. He lives at the
same place, I think.

Q. With the last man, which is on Miles's land?—A. Tes, sir.

Q. And Ike Fisher?—A. He lives at the same place; he is a black-

smith and runs the engine.

Q. On Miles's place ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. What is Harry Harper?—A. He lives in a place called Good
Hope.

Q. And Wash Scrivens ?—A. He lives in the swamps.
Q. Who does he work for?—A. For me. Joshua Thomas on Y. Lake,

with Mr. Tucker.
Q. Is Mr. Tucker a white man and democrat ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. How many of these acted with the democratic party prior to the
last fall—men you named ?—A. I could not say as to that.

Q. Do you know whether any of them did or not ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Which one did ?—A. Wash Brooks did, I know, for one, before

that; I would not say, I could not remember how they voted.

H. W. WAEEEX—HOLMES COUNTY.

Washington, July 20, 187(

Henry W. Warren sworn and examined.

PERSONAL AND OFFICIAL RECORD.

By Mr. Cameron :

Question. Where is your present place of residence ?—Answer. I am
a registered voter of Holmes County, Mississippi ; I have not been there

since the election ; I passed through, but I have not been at the county-
seat.

Q. What town in Holmes County?—A. Lexington.
Q. Of what State are you a native?—A. Massachusetts.
Q. When did you come to the State of Mississippi to reside ?—A. Ten

years ago last March.
Q. When did you first take up your residence in Holmes County ?—A.

It has been something more than a year ago—fifteen months altogether.

Q. Where did you reside in Mississippi prior to the time you took up
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your residence in Holmes County ?—A. For nine years I lived in Leake
County.

Q. You may state wbat otSces, if any, you have lield in Mississippi,

and by whom, as you understand the facts, you were elected to those
several offices

;
you can begin and go through with the list of offices.

—

A. I think the first office I held in Mississippi was that of probate judge,
under appointment of General Ames as commanding general of the
department.

Q. When were you appointed to this office ?—A. In 1867, in the spring,

or in the fall of 18G6 ; I cannot remember certainly.

Q. Of what county were you probate judge?—A. Leake County.- I

was elected a member of the constitutional convention of the State in

the fall of 18G7 by the citizens of Leake County. Leake County is a
white county, as we term them in the State. There are two white voters

to one colored voter. I was afterward elected from the same county as

a member of the legislature under the new constitution. I was elected

by the legislature of 1871—January, 1871, I think—elected speaker of

the house of representatives. The democratic members of the house,
with one exception, all voted for me as speaker of that house.

Q. Elected in what year ?—A. It was in the fall of 1869. I think the
legislature commenced its session in 1870 for two years; subsequent to

1871 I was chief clerk of the house of representatives; the last time I

was elected there were seven votes against me in the whole house.

Q. How many democrats were there who were members of the house
at that time?—A. I think in that legislature the republicans had a ma-
jority of 15 in a house of 115 or 116 perhaps.

Q. Have you held any other offices?—A. At the present time, I am
the State Centennial commissioner from the State under appointment
by Judge Stone, who was president of the senate just before he became
governor of the State. I do not think of any other office, except that
of trustee of some institutions there. There is another position I have
held for three years—that of levee commissioner of the liquidating levee

board.

Q. For what levee district, or is it a State office?—A. It was a dis-

trict embracing all the counties of the levee district. It was created
before the war, and since the war the board went into liquidation. I

was commissioner on the old liquidating levee board before it was abol-

ished.

REPUBLICANS DARE NOT HOLD LARGE MEETINGS, AND WHY.

Q. Where were you in the political canvass of 1875 ?—A. In the State
of Mississippi ; in Holmes County.

Q. This committee is charged with the duty of inquiring into the elec-

tion held in Mississippi in 1875. It has been charged that the election

was carried by force, fraud, and intimidation, and the committee is now
inquiring in regard to these matters. You may state what knowledge
you have of the manner in which the canvass was conducted in Holmes
County, or in any other parts of the State.—A. 1 was chairman of the
rei)ublican executive committee in Holmes County, and knew somewhat
of matters that were transpiring there in regard to the canvass. We
did not pretend to hold large meetings as in some previous elections in

the State. We did not dare to hold meetings, because we were afraid

they would be broken up ; the situation of affairs was such.

Q. Broken up by whom ?—A. By our political opponents. The only

large gathering we had during the campaign was that at which our
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ticket was nominated. When tlie ticket was nominated, we had on the
ground at that meeting republican voters enough, I think, if they had
voted at the election in November, to have carried that county for the

republicans. At that time the condition of affairs had become such
that we did not dare to hold any large meetings at all. We organized

our party as quietly as possible ; held club-meetings in different parts

of the county. I had some personal experience ; if desirable, I suppose
I might relate it.

WITNESS WARNED TO LEAVE—'"IT IS GOING TO BE HOT FOE YOU
HERE."

Q. You can go on and relate it.—A. Two weeks before the election,

on Monday, I was at the county-seat, at the court-house, in the morning;
I was at the west- south entrance to the court-house, and a man came to

me and said he would like to speak with me. I turned and followed

him to tUe east entrance of the court-house. Two other men accompa-
nied him as we passed round to the east entrance. W^hen we reached
the door of the east entrance, the man's manner changed entirely, and
in a very abruj)t way he said, " Warren, are you a citizen of this county?"
1 said, "Yes; I am a citizen of this county." He said, "No; you are not,

sir; and you had better go away from here. You have been here circu-

lating your lying documents long enough, and you had better go away."
I replied, "1 think you are mistaken, sir." He says, "No; lam not
mistaken ; it is going to be too hot for you here, and the sooner you go
away the better; I mean what I say, sir." One of the other men who
accompanied him said, "Yes; we mean what we say." I stood there

quietly with one hand in my pocket, watching for further demonstra-
tions, but that was all that was said to me, and nothing was done.

Q. Were these white men and democrats ?—A. Yes, sir.

Mr. McDonald. Just give their names, if you please.—A. I would
prefer not to give their names, but if necessary I will do so.

Q. Yes; it is necessary.—A. The man who did the talking, his name
was Ashcraft ; his son was the candidate for the ofiice of circuit clerk

of the county. The other two men were Mr. Walton, and Mr. Alexander,
a constable of the town. They left me standing there and I remained,
and they left me.

Q. Can you mention their given names ?—A. I think John Alexander,
and I think William Walton; they call him Bill; 1 don't know the given
name of Mr. Ashcraft ; his son was candidate for circuit clerk.

About a half an hour after this occurrence one of the prominent
lawyers of the town came to me and said, " Mr. Warren, I have

Mr. McDonald. AVhen these acts are detailed we must have the
names of the parties; of course, when the circumstances are given I

will have to have the names also.

A SECOND BUT A FRIENDLY WARNING.
A. Colonel Anderson was the lawyer. He came to me and said he

had just heard what had occurred in the hall below. The court was
just about assembling that day, and he regretted very much to hear it,

but from a conversation he had had with those whom he believed to be
well posted on the condition of affairs there, he would advise me to leave

for a little while. I told him I was very much obliged to him for his

advice; I believed he was a friend to me, but I was not going to leave;

I had violated no law, and had no reason to leave. He said he simply
gave the advice as a friend, and I myself must act as I saw lit. 1 told

him I was not going to leave. That was substantially what occurred at

that time.
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WITNESS ASKS TO BE EXCUSED FROM TESTIFYING TO HIS OWN PER-
SONAL EXPERIENCE.

Q. If you had any other experience you may state it.—A. I did finally

leave the county, but it would be necessary for me to go into details to

give the circumstances in connection with it. I desire to state to this

committee that I would rather not give the names of the parties in con-

nection with this next affair.

Mr. McDonald. I do not see how we can very well get along without
having the names.
The Witness. I have property in Mississippi, and I am going back

there, and I would rather be excused from giving the names of parties

whom I will be constantly meeting.
Mr. McDonald. It is necessary for us to verify, so far as we can,

these statements, and we cannot do so from the testimony unless the
names are given. We may desire to summon witnesses here to make
explanations.
The Witness. Tliis committee has been in Mississippi, and they

understand the condition of affairs there.

Mr. McDonald. We have in all instances, where circumstances were
detailed, had the persons as well as the circumstances given. I don't

know of an exception.
Mr. Cameron. That was the rule; there might have been some excep-

tion. I don't remember whether there was or not. If you are of the
opinion that you will suffer in person or property in detailing the cir-

cumstances which induced you to leave, so far as I am concerned, I do
not ask you to testify in regard to it.

A. If American citizens are not to have any better protection in future

than they have had in the past I should prefer not to speak ; I should
like to be excused in regard to testifying to my own personal experience,

but, of course, it is for the committee to decide.

HE IS NOT excused.
Mr. McDonald. Suppose we try to have a fall meeting of the com-

mittee. I would not like to take the responsibility of excluding his

testimony, and I cannot very well withdraw the objection.

Mr. Cameron. We will have to defer the matter until w,e can have
a full meeting of the committee.
The Witness. I am very anxious not to be delayed, and would like

to get through with this as soon as possible. I have been through one
campaign, and suppose I can go through another.

Mr. Cameron. Then you can go on and give the names of the par-

ties.—A. Just a week before the election I started for New Orleans to

get the tickets printed—the republican tickets printed for Holmes
County. I left Lexington in company with Mr. Holmes, the chancery
clerk of the county, and a republican, about 3 o'clock in the afternoon.
Mr. Holmes was going to Durant to remain while I was absent in New
Orleans; to remain with Mr. Lovering, the owner of a large plantation
two miles from Diirant.

Q. Is Durant in Holmes County ?—A. Yes, sir ; it is a station on the
railroad; on the Mississippi Central Eailroad. Mr. Holmes was going-

there because he did not think it safe to remain in Lexington, and he
preferred to be away.

By Mr. McDonald :

Q. Where is Durant ?—A. It is a station on -the Mississippi Central
Eailroad.

f
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A PEACE COMPANY IN UNIPOEM ARMED WITH WINCHESTER RIFLES:
THEY FOLLOW WITNESS.

There was a company of men drilling in Lexington that afternoon.

They were called a peace company, and were armed with Winchester
rifles, and had uniforms. We learned afterward that members of that
company followed us out. We, however, rode rapidly. We anticipated
that something of that kind might occur, and we went by by-roads to
the house of Mr. Lovering ; so no one overtook us. I left Mr. Holmes
at Mr. Lovering's, and took a train for ifew Orleans. I returned from
Xew Orleans the following Friday ; I reached Durant Friday morning.
I left my sleeping-berth at Goodman, and went through the cars to see
if any friends were on board the train there from Lexington. I had a
large bundle of tickets, 10,000, and they were very heavy. My horse
was at Durant, and I could not conveniently carry them to Lovering's
on horseback. I went through the cars to see if there was any one
who might render me assistance. I found two men from Lexington
who were taking an active part in the campaign. One of them was
Mr. Walton, who was one of three men at Lexington the week pre-

vious, and one of them was a ]\Ir. Gwin.
Q. What is his first name?—A. I think it is J. E. Gwin, the only

lawyer there of that name. When I got out of the cars, Mr. Gwiii
walked with me part of the way to the hotel, watching my bundle very
closely. I think he made up his mind what there was in the bundle.

Q. You got out of the cars at what i)lace?—A. At the depot at Du-
rant. At the entrance of the hotel, I found three colored men; one of

them was Jonrdan Weatherby, one of the republican candidates for the
legislature. I gave them the bundle of tickets, and told them I thought
an eflbrt was going to be made to get the tickets ; that I could not car-

ry them to Lovering's on horseback, and I wanted them to get them
away from there ; and that if they could not get them away and protect
them, to get others, and let no one get the tickets away from them.
They took them and went across into the town, and soon disappeared
behind the stores and across the common. They had not been gone per-

haps ten minutes, before two men got on their horses and went in the
same direction, and after a half an hour returned. I remained about
the town until after breakfast. There seemed to bo a good deal of ex-

citement that morning. ]\Ien were talking in different knots; I did
not know what the cause of the excitement was, but I saw a good many
parties in town that I had not seen there before—some men from Lex-
ington. After breakfast, after the parties had disappeared from about
the hotel, I got on my horse and rode out to Mr. Lovering's. I found
there Mr. Gwin and Mr. Wilson, the democratic candidate for district

attorney for the district. Mr. Gwin was in the room with Mr. Holmes.

A COMPROMISE WANTED.
He was trying to make some arrangement with Mr. Holmes b^' which

(Mr. Holmes was a member of our executive committee) the ticket of
the county might be divided, and made one-half democratic and one-
half republican. He told Mr. Holmes that if a ticket of that kind could
be arranged there would be a quiet election in that county. Mr. Holmes
was not disposed to make any arrangement with him.

THE DEMOCRATIC CANDIDATE FOR SHERIFF IS " DISPOSED " TO INSURE
A QUIET ELECTION IF REPUBLICAN CANDIDATE IS WITHDRAWN.

He had told me the day previous of a conversation he had with Mr.
Hoskins, the democratic candidate for sheriff of the county, and that
Mr. Hoskins was disposed to insure a quiet election in the county if we

\
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would place him on our ticket, aud take off our candidate for sheriff.

Mr. Holmes had made no arrangement of that kind, and desired to con-
sult with other persons of the executive committee. No definite arrange-
ment had been entered into.

SQUAD OF ARMED MEN AFTER THE RERUBLICAN TICKETS.

Soon after entering the room, knowing and seeing their conversation,
I desired that Mr. Holmes should be acquainted with what had been
transpiring, and T excused myself to the gentlemen, and called him out,

aud we went back of the house at the side of the fence ; at the rear of

the house the woods came down near the house, and we commenced
talking, when Mr. Loveringcame out and said the gentlemen had left,

saying they would return at 1 o'clo(;k. About that time a colored man
came out of the woods, aud told me that some colored men in the woods
desired to see me. 1 went out into the woods with Mr. Lovering, and
just before we went Mr. Lovering sent this colored man to the back
side of the woods to watch that no parties should c me in from that

way to interrupt us. "When we got to the woods Jourdon VVeatherby
and some colored men—I don't know their names, three or four

—

told us the tickets were in Lexington. He said he saw Mr. Gwin aud
Mr. Walton riding on horseback following him, and he hid the tickets

in the grass, and they had i)assed by without seeing him. He had left

the tickets with the colored woman, who hid them in the yard adjoining

their house, and he thought the tickets were all right. We had once
laid our plans to get the tickets, because we believed they would make
an effort to obtain them and destroy them, and we planned to have this

colored woman get the separate packages and carry them to different

places, and had matured a plan for distributing our tickets, when the

colored man, whom we had sent out, came running in aud said there

was a squad of armed men coming up in the direction of the cabin jusc

in the rear of the woods. When that announcement was made the col-

ored men scattered, and we went back to the house, Mr. Lovering and
myself. As soon as we returned to the house, Mr. Lovering said he
would take his cane and take a walk around his farm, ostensibly for his

health, but really to see what was going on.

MYSTERIOUS MESSAGES.

Soon after he left Mr. Winn, a friend of Mr. Hoskius rode up to the

house and came in to see Mr. Holmes. He said that he came to know
what these other gentlemen, Mr. Gwin and Mr. Wilson, had come there

for. We told them that they had come desiring to make some arrange-

ment by which our ticket could be divided. He talked against that,

and said that if Mr, Hoskius were placed upon our ticket, the democratic
candidate for sheriff, there certainly would be a quiet election in the

county. While they were conversing, I went down to the stable, some
twenty or thirty yards from the house, and as I returned I met Parson
Portwood, the democratic candidate for assessor and Mr. Lovering's

overseer of the plantation. Mr. Portwood said to me when we met, "I
hope there will be no fighting here; I don't want any fighting on this

place." I told him I had no idea of any fighting here. 1 certainly was
not going to do any fighting, and did not know that anybody else was.

He said that he had been sent up to take the saddle off of Mr. Holmes's
horse, and there looked as if there was going to be some trouble, and
he hoped there would uot be any there. I told him 1 was not going to make
any trouble or fight, and thought there would be peace, and went to the

house. When I reached the house Mr. Holmes came to tlie door and met
me, and said a colored woman told him a colored woman had just come to

37 MISS
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the bouse with a message from Mr. Levering, the owner of the plantation.

She brought the message that Mr. Loveriug had been captured in the

woods by a body of armed men, and had been forced to take an oath
that he v/ould not come back to the house during the day. I don't know
how true this was, but Mr. Holmes remarked that I must go away from
there as soon as possible. Mr. Uolmes asked me if I had better tell

Mr. V\'inn what the message was. I said yes; it could certainly result

in no harm. We went back and told Mr. Winn the message which was
sent. Mr. Winn did not seem disposed to credit the statement, but he
went outside and talked with Mr. Port wood, I think. When we got

back he was apparently very much excited, and said, "My God,'bas it

come to this ; 1 could not believe that tbey would do that." I don't

know what he referred to. He said, "Gentlemen, I will go right to

Durant and send Mr. Montgomery and Mr. Johnson out here, and see if

they cannot put a stop to this thing." He was no more definite as to

what was transi)iring than that. We said, "All right," and told him we
would stay there until he got back, and he left. Mr. Holmes and Icon-
suited as to whether we should leave according to the instruction of

Mr. Levering, and we concluded that we would not go. We were in

the house, pretty well armed, and thought we had a right to stay there.

Very soon alter Mr. Winn left Mrs. Portwood came into our room, urging

us in every way i)ossible to leave there. She evidently had been talk-

ing to this colored woman, and got information we had not received.

With tears in lier eyes, she told us to go at once; that we could not con-

tend with so many men, and it was folly for us to stay, and after thus

urging us to leave she left the room. Even then we concluded we
would not go, but would stay there. After delaying a little longer, we
ha<l closed the windows and put down the curtains to the room, ex-

cept at one side, so that we could look out and see what transpired, and
while we were watching there we saw Mr. Loveriug coming up the road

to the house from the oj^msite side trom which he had departed.

Pietty soon he came in with Mr. Portwood. He would not say a word
to us, but talked with Portwood.

Q. Portwood was Lovering's overseer ?—A. Yes, sir.

WARNED TO LEAVE.
Q. Portwood is a democrat I—A. Yes, sii-; and a preacher. He said

to l*ortwood, "These gentlemen ought to go away from here, and it won't

do for them to stay any longer; they ought to go as soon as they possibly

can. Mr. Holmes must not go to the stable for his horse; it' he does,

they will capture him ; he must go away on foot, but it won't do for them
to attempt to ride;" and intimated that we imisttaketo the right, and we
were not to go to Durant. This he said to Mr. Portwood. After talking

in that general w;rv- in relation to us, he went out and left Mr. Holmes
and myself there. Upon further consultation we concluded that, inas-

much as tiie owner ot the plantation was urging us to go away, ami that

the family living in the house was urging us to go, that perhaps we had
no right to stay there, and concluded to go, that they ought to know
more about the necessity for our going than we did, and Mr. Holmes
and I concluded we would not goon foot, and instead of taking the road

to the right we would go to Durant, and when we reached that place to

cross the turnpike into Attala County. Mr. Holmes sent for his horse

and had it brought to the house. We took our i)istols in our hands,

mounted our horses, and left. We did iu)t go immediately through the

town ot Ddrant, but went below, so that no one would know the direction

we took. We bore to the right of the town and crossed the turnpike

into Atlala County, and at night reached Kosciusko. No one had pur-

sued us.
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ADVISED KOT TO GO TO KOSCIUSKO.

We saw republican friends, and they thouglit it was not safe for us to

go back. Oar candidate tor Congress in that district came up to Kos-
ciusko on Saturday.

Q. Who is he!—A, Judge Niles. He told us that as the train went
down to Duraut on Friday night, a squad of armed men went through
that train apparently looking lor somebody. There was a good deal of
excitement at Duraut, and he did not think it was best for us to go back
to Duraut.
We sent four republicans from Kosciusko (two went on Saturdny and

two the next day) to assist in getting our tickets distributed through the
county.

GOT TICKETS TO SIX PUECINCTS ONLY.

Q. What county did you go into?—A. Attala County. We succeeded
in getting our tickets, as I was afterward informed—I don't know of my
own knowledge—to six of the precincts of the county.

HOW THE DEMOCRATS CARRIED THE C0UNT1^

Q. How many precincts are in the county ?—A. Ten. We got them
to Kichland precinct, which is a very strong republican beat or precinct.

A colored man, a member of our executive committee, received them
there, and very soon afterward received word of the capture of Mr.
Eowan, our candidate for county treasurer. He heard that Rowan was
liung. That, however, was not a fact ; he was captured and kept under
arrest until the morning of the election—captured on Saturday night
and kept under arrest until the morning of the election. He was not
hung, but was taken to the woods, and that started the report in his

juecinct. The efi'ect of it was, that the man who had our tickets, hear-
ing that, thought it was settled that all was lost. He was a man of

some prominence ; and instead of making efforts to distribute the tick-

ets, he left them in the hands of another colored man, and hid up him-
self. The result in that county was this : that the democrats carried the
county by about 1,100 majority; and I believe that if we had had a
quiet election ; if every man had been allowed to vote as he pleased ; if

there had been no intimidation in the county, we would have carried the
county by 1,500 majority. That is the ordinary majority in that county
for the republicans.

Q. As 1 understand you, in four of the ten voting-precincts of Holmes
County there were no republican tickets'?—A. That is the information
that I received afterward.

Q. You, as you state, were cbairuian of the republican county execu-

tive committee'?—A. Yes, sir; I was a member of the State executive
committee, also; one of the central committee.

Q. Who were elected to the lower house of the legislature from
Holmes County last fall '?—A. Mr. Goin—I cannot give all the names
now.

Q. How many members were there '?—A. Three. Mr. Hooker was
elected senator from the county. The names of the representatives do
not all occur to me just now.

Q. Were all the representatives elected from the county democrats '?

—

A. Yes, sir.

Q, Was the democratic senator elected from that district *?—A. Yes,
sir;' that county is a district itself.

A DISORDERLY^ CANVASS IN REPUBLICAN—QUIET CANVASS IN DEMO-
CRATIC COUNTIES.

Q, Do you wish to state any general facts in regard to the canvass as
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carried on in the State, you being a member of the State central commit-
t e ?—A. My information is, that the character of the canvass in Holmes
characterized the canvass in these strong republican counties through-
out the State. In democratic counties 1 do not think that was the char-
acter of the canvass. I know in Leake County, where my plantation is

located, where I was on the day of the election, I don't think there was
anything of the kind occurred. They had a quiet, peaceable election.

PERSONAL STATEBIENT.

Q. What occupation, if any, did you have in Holmes County ?—A. I
had no business there. I went there originally to assist—1 will go back.
The sheriff of that county had died, and a special election was called.

While I was at Jackson, during the session of the legislature, and while
clerk of the house, I had told a gentleman from Holmes County that if

he was elected sheriff I would assist him in making his bond. 1 had,
without considering the difficulties that would result from such a
})romise to assist him, and after he was elected 1 made his bond; other
gentlemen hesitated to go on his bond unless I would go there and be
responsible for the running of the office, and I agreed to do so. That
was what took me to Holmes County originally ; to look after the office,

although the man never did obtain possession of the office at all. Pro-
ceedings were instituted, which kept hiiu out of the office during the
year.

By Mr. McDonald :

Q. At what time did you go to Holmes County ?—A. It was immedi-
ately alter the adjournment of the legislature; I don't know exactly
when.

Q. In the spring of 1875 ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. You went there, you say, to act as deputy for the sheriff, having
made his bond for him ?—A. I i)resume I should have acted as his

deputy if he had ever obtained possession of the office, which he never
did.

Q. Then you exercised no official functions in Holmes County ?—A.
Ko, sir.

Q. You say you were in Leake County at the election ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Does Leake County adjoin Holmes?—A. No, sir; the county of
Attala intervenes in part.

Q. Your proper residence was in Leake County ?—A. No, sir, not at
that time. My residence had been in Leake County for nine years.

Q. Had you a household in Leake County?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Your hum was there?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Had yoii changed your residence from Leake to Holmes County ?

—

A. Yes, sir. I changed my residence when I went over there to live in

the spring. I went there to stay.

Q. That is, you went there to stay as soon as this man came into his
office, to become his deputy ?—A. 1 had no doubt of his getting posses-
sion of it at the time.

Q. But he did not get it ?—A. No, sir, he did not get it ; but after he
failed to get it, 1 intended to stay there.

Q. Were you in any business in Holmes County?—A. I have already
stated that 1 was not.

Q. Have you a family ?—A. No, sir.

Q. Are you a single man ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Were you keei)ing house in Leake County; had jou a household
there?—A. Yes, J had a household there.

Q. Have you ever had a household anywhere else in Mississipx)i ex-
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cept in Leake County?—A. No, sir; I have spent every winter for the
last six years at the capital.

Q. In connection with this office you have spoken of?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. So, then, you had no place of business in Holmes County—yon
engaged in no business in Holmes County—had no household in Holmes,
but had one in Leake County ?—A. I had no business. I was engaged
in no business, was not an owner of a house in Holmes County, but I

was the owner of a house in Leake County.
Q. And you lived in it when you were there?—A. Yes, sir; for nine

years I lived there.

Q. When in Leake County, you occupied your house, had your serv-

ants, and kept house regularly?—A. No, sir; I am not doing that now.
Whenever I go to Leake County I board, and have for more thau a
year.

Q. You had been keeping house ?—A. Yes, I had been, up to withiu
a little more than a year.

Q. During all this time ?—A. Yes, for nine years I lived there and
kept house.

Q. Tbese gentlemen you spoke of, who called on you at the court-

house—this Mr. Ashcralt—what is his business ?—A. 1 do not know, sir.

Q. You say his son was a candidate lor some olii(;e?—A. Yes, sir; lor

circuit clerk.

QUESTION OF WITNESS'S LEGAL VOTING PLACE.

Q. Did you vote at the last election ?—A. 1 did not, sir.

Q. Did you ofter to vote anywhere?—A. I was in Leake County on
election-day, and had been registered in Holmes County—a registered

voter of Holmes County.
Q. Were you not also registered in Leake County?—A. I had been

previously.

Q. Had your registration ever been changed ?—A. I had made no
change there.

Q. Were you then one of the registered voters of that county ? The
registry remains there until somecJjange is made, I think.—A. I could

not vote for county officers in the county in which I was not a citizen.

Q, You were registered in Leake County as well as in Holmes ?—A.
I might have voted the candidate for Congress.

Q. Were you not regiistered in that county ?—A. I presume my name
was on the registry-books.

Q. Of Leake County ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Being on the registry-books of Leake County, what prevented
you, you having a household there, from claiming that as your
resideoce as well as any other place?—A. I had already become
a resident of Holmes County and registered there, and I could not vote
for the county officers in a county in which I was not a citizen and
resident. 1 could vote anywhere in the district for Congressman, I

suppose.

Q. He asked you if you were a citizen of that county, and you told

him you were?—A. I did, sir.

Q. He disputed that fact?—A. He did that, very emphatically.

Q. Did he state the reason why he disputed that fact, that you had
your farm in Leake Couuty ?—A. No, sir.

Q. That you had your residence in Leake County ?—A. No, sir ; he
said nothing of that kind.

Q. There was a question as to whether you were a resident of one
county or the other?—A. There was none in my mind.



582 MSSSISSIPPI ELECTION HOLMES COUNTY.

Q. But there was a question iu the miud of others !—A. I dou't
tuow, sir.

Q. You had uot given up your business iu Leafee County
;
your farm

was there?—A. I had rented my place in Leake County.
Q. Your possessions were all there. Were you uot the owner of house-

hold goods iu Leake County!—A. Yes, sir.

Q. A furnished house?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And you had no furnished house anywhere else?—A. No, sir.

Q. In Holmes County, you simply boarded at a hotel f—A. I was
boardiug there, but not at a hotel.

Q. And the purpose for which you had come to Holmes County had
not been accom[)lished?—A. The question of the right of the sheriff to

the possession of his ofiice was still iu litigation.

Q. The purpose for which yon came to the county had not been
accomplished

;
you were not in office—you were not his deputy, engaged

in any busiuess f.here, and Mr. Ashcraft said that you were uot a citi-

zen of that county f—A. Ue said so
;
yes, sir.

Q. Now was not the objection raised, that you were interfering with
theaflairs of that county, made on that ground?—A. I think I have a
right

Q. I am not asking whether you had a right.—A. I could not tell

what his objection was, or what the motives were thac influenced his

at^tion.

Q. lie stated to you that you were not a citizen of the county?—A.
He did.

Q. And should not remain there for xV. He said I was not a citi-

zen of the county, and I had better go away from there.

ABOUT "it's GOING TO BE TOO HOT FOR YOU HERE."

Q. That you should not remain there and—what was the expres-

sion ?— A. " You have been here circulaiing your l\ing documents long
enough;" that '• it is going to be too hot for you here."

Q 1 will ask you now if his objection did not all start upon the fact

that he denied your right to citizenship iu that county ?—A. 1 didn't

think that liad anything to do with it.

Q. His first (piestion was as to whether you were a citizen of that

county or not?—A. If you ask from me my opiuion I would like to

sta-te it.

Q. I am asking as a fact if he did not object because of your not be-

ing a citizen of that county ?—A. 1 told him that 1 was a citizen of that

county, and he said I was not, and said I had better go away ; though
if .vou ask me my opinion as to why he was talking in that way, I

would be pleased to give it.

Q. I am not asking for any other opinion than as l^ounded upon the
facts which you are stating. You say this was just two weeks before

the election !—A. Y^es; it was two weeks before the election, which was
on Monday.

Q. Two weeks before the election?—A. Yes.

Q. The other parties who were with him, Mr. Walton and Mr. Alex-

ander; what is Mr. Walton's occupation there?—A. 1 do not think he
has any ; 1 don't know, sir.

Q. Has he not been a citizen for some time in Holmes County ?—A. I

presume so.

Q. What is Alexander's occupation?—A. He was constable of that

town.
Q. How is he elected to that office?—A. 1 say he is constable; I



TESTIMONY OF H. W. WARREN. 583

don't know whether be was elected under their charter, under the town
charter, or whether he was only constable of that precinct.

Q. It is an elective office?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did he take any part in the conversation !—A. I don't think he
did ; he merely stood there, I thiuk, and Mr. Walton closed the conver-
sation by saying, "Yes, we mean what we say."

Q. Had you i)een circidating documents in the county before that
time ?—A. I think the documents he referred to was a circular addressed
perhaps to colored voters, which were sent to the county by the State
executive committee, and signed by A. Warner. I think Mr. Ashcraft
had taken Warner's name i'or mine in his ignorance, and he thought I

was the author of that.

ABOUT THE '' LYIIN'G DOCUMENTS."

Q. You think Mr. Ashcraft had taken yon for Geueral Warner, the
chairman of the executive committee ?—A. I don't think I had circulated

any of tho^e, addresses which had been sent to the county. I don't
know that I had directly circulated them; I might have done so; they
were not "lying documents," however.

Q. This address a^tpeals to the colored men of the State to stand by
the republican ti< ket?—A. Y'es, sir; 1 suppose that would be a descrip-

tion of the address.

Q You saw them, of course?—A. Yes, I read them.
Q. In those appeals, did they not state that if the democracy came

into {)ower that the negroes would be in danger of their liberties and
their political rights'?—A. I don't remember as to that.

Q. That their only means of maintaining their political rights and
liberties was by voting the republican ticket. Was not that, in sub-

stance, the address?—A. J don't lemember; I presume this committee
have one of these documents. I cannot remember delinitely as to that.

Q. And that is the document that Mr. Ashcraft had reference to?

—

A. I think so. I don't know \\hether Mr. Ashcraft read the document.
I have serious doubts whether he could or not.

Q. His son was a candidate for circuit clerk?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. He was a ujan who had some education and intelligence?—A.
Yes, sir.

Q. At that time, Mr. Warren, were not all the county officers in the
county republicans?—A. I think so.

Q. All of them?—A. I think so; all of the county otiicers.

Q. This Mr. Alexaiuler, who was a constable, was he elected by the
republican votes?—A. I stated, Senator, I did not know whether he was
a constable of the town or a constable for the precinct. If he was a
constable for the town, I think that town was democratic, and if.he was,
if elected for the town, it was by democratic votes. I am sure he was
not a rei)ublican.

THE " PEACE COMPANY."

Q. You say when you ajipeared t-o go to New Orleans to get these
tickets printed that there was a coujpauy drilling there at Lexingtou
called the " Peace Company." Who was the officer of that company

—

the commander?—A. 1 don't remember his name. I don't know that I
know the officers there ; I have heard the name of the captain of the
company, but I cannot give it.

Q. Did you see them ?—A. I had not seen them on drill. I had seen
members of it on the streets.

Q. Did you see them on drill with Winchester rifles ?—A. No, sir ; I
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did not ; I saw numbers on the streets carrying their guus round with
them.

Q. And with their red caps; did you understand that to be their uni-

form ?—A. Yes; I was told that tbey were going to drill that afternoon;
I did not see them drill myself.

Q. You were told ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Wben you speak of some of the members following you, do you
know of your own knowledge that they did, or are you speaking of what
you heard?—A. No, sir; only what I heard, and 1 believed it to be
true.

Q. You saw none of them ?—A. No, sir ; I did not see them.

"A COLORED MAN HUNG LAST NIGHT," AND WHY.
Q. You went to Mr. Lovering's, and you left Mr. Holmes there, and

went on yourself to Durant Station, took the cars there, and was not
molested ?—A. No, sir ; as I entered tbe town of Durant after dark, a
man with a double-barrel gun lialted me and asked me, my name. I

gave it, and he said, " There was a colored man hung here last night,

and we understand that tbe colored people are arming to come and burn
tbe town, and we are picketing the town." He allowed me to pass on.

Q. There was some alarm about the hanging of a colored man the
night before ; did you understand about that ?—A. I heard there was a
colored man hung the night before.

Q. For what?—A. For the alleged offense of rape.

Q. On a white woman?—A. Yes; a white girl.

Q. And as a fact there had been a colored man hung at Durant the
night before for the alleged otfense of rape on a white girl. There was
an alarm in the town and they had thrown their pickets out ?—A. Yes,
sir.

RUMORS OF NEGROES BURNING THE TOWN.

Q. An alarm on account of rumors that the colored i)eople threatened
to burn the town ?—A. 1 stated that it was a rumor; I had seen no dis-

turbance.

Q. You had no further trouble, but passed on ?—A. Yea, sir.

Q. When you returned you saw Mr. Gwin and Mr. Walton, the same
parties who had siioken to you in regard to your residence at the time
Ashcraft accosted you ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did Mr. Walton say anything to you ?—A. No, sir.

Q. Was your conversation altogether with Mr. King ?—A. I had a
conversation with Mr. King as we walked up to the hotel.

Q. Did he say anything to you of an offensive character ?—A. No,
sir.

Q. His statements to you were not offensive in any way ?—A. No,
sir ; he seemed to take a great deal of interest in my bundle ; he was
gentlemanly and polite.

Q. He did not undertake to take it from you ?—A. O, no, sir.

Q. H<' made no demonstration in that way?—A. No, sir.

Q. You carried it along in your hand ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. You say that while you were at Mr. Lovering's he had gone out
round his place to see what was going on, and you had heard that a
band of white armed men on horseback were coming up through the
country there ?—A. No, sir; I did not make that statement at all.

A COLORED man's STORY.

Q. What was your statement?—A. I said that this colored man who
came to us when we were in the woods stated that a body of men armed
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with guns were passing from the road up tovrard the house, on the rear

of the woods—in the direction of the house, in the rear of the woods.
Q. You saw no armed men yourself?—A. No, sir.

Q. You say that the colored man said that Lovering had been cap-

tured, and had been compelled to take an oath not to return that day?

—

A. That was the message that we received.

Q. How long after that message did Mr. Lovering himself come back
to his house I—A. I could not tell ; it might have been three-quarters
of an hour, or more.

Q. You say he did not converse with you and Mr. Holmes when he
returned, but talked with his overseer, Mr. Portwood ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q,. He said nothing at allabout being himself captured!—A. No, sir;

not a single sentence.

Q. There was no one with him except Mr. Portwood when he re-

turned?—A. He returned alone ; Mr. Portwood was not with him; he
came in our room with Mr. Portwood.

Q. He returned to his house alone, and you heard him say nothing
at all about being captured or molested?—A. No, sir; he had been con-

versing with us in the n)orning before he went out; conversed very
freely ; but at this time he did not speak a word to us.

Q. He directed his conversation to Mr. Portwood, telling the facts

which you have stated, that you should leave there ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. He was a i)ersoual friend of Mr. Holmes, was he not, and a politi-

cal friend?—A. Yes, sir; though Mr. Lovering had not' taken an active

part in politics at all.

Q. But he was understood to be a republican ?—A. Yes, sir.

witness's return to LEAKE COUNTY.

Q. When you got on your horse, you say you did not go directly to

Durant, nor pass through the town?—A. No, sir.

Q. How near did you pass to it?—A. Just below the town.
Q. In sight of it?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. You met no armed persons, did you ?—A. No, sir.

Q. And you were not molested ?—A. No, sir.

Q. You passed on through into the adjoining county of Attala, and,
so far as you were personally concerned, you were in no manner mo-
lested?—A. No, sir.

Q. When did you go from Attala to Leake County ?—A. On Sunday.
Q. You did not return any more to Holmes County after you left on

that occasion ?—A. Not until alter the election.

Q. When did you return to Holmes County?—A. I went there perhaps
in a week. I don't know; it was perhaps two weeks after I went to

Burant and went to Jackson. I have not been in the town of Lexington
since.

Q. When you returned, you returned without any molestation?—A. 1

have not been molested at all since.

about the republican votes polled.

Q. As to the tickets being distributed in six out of ten precincts, you
have no personal knowledge except from what you have heard on the
subject?—A. That is all ; my information is from others.

Q. You were absent from the count}' all that time ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Have you examined the returns from the diftcrent precincts to

know whether there were republican votes cast in all the precincts or
not ?—A. 1 have seen the report of the returns since they were jiub-

lished.

Q. Did yon examine the returns from the different precincts ? They
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were all brought into the county-seat and returned to the board of
registration ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. At the county-seat the vote of each precinct is returned separately
to them in a box. Now, did you examine them to see whether the
republican votes were polled at the different precincts of the county ?

—

A. I don't know that I ever examined them with that object in view.

THE COUNTY CONVENTION AND THE PROCESSION OF NEGEOES TO IT.

Q. You spoke of your county convention being a very large one ; what
time was it held?—A. I cannot tell you. I thiidc it was in August that
we held it, about a mile or two from the town of Lexington. We did uot
dare to hold it in the towu of Lexington ; ordinarily, the conventions are
held there.

Q. Did uot a great many of the men who attended it pass through the
towu ?—A. Yes ; but one comi)any of men before passing iu sent in a
flag of truce to the mayor, indicating that they wanted to go through

.

the towu to attend the convention.

Q. They were iulormed that if they went through peaceably there was
no trouble about it, were they uotf—A. They were informed that they
could go through.

Q. Did the colored men who came to the convention generally go Id

clubs or in organized companies on horseback "i—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And were not many of theiu armed with side-arms—wiih pistols?

—

A. 1 don't know, sir; they might have been ; 1 don't know.
Q. It is not an uncommon thing in that i)art of the country to carry

arn)s, and by people of both colois ?—A. A great nuiny people carry
arms, both white and black.

Q. Do you know about the largest procession of blacks that came tx)

that convention that day f—A. 1 do not.

Q. Was it not the largest club that marched through the town ?—A.
Yes; it may have been the largest procession that marched through the
town.

Q. But you were in the town yourself that day, were you notf—A. I
was in the town in the morning. 1 was not there when the clubs went
through the town.

Q. Jt was about how far to this place where the convention was held?
—A. A mile or two.

Q. In a grove ?—A. At the house of a colored man we held the con-
vention, very near his house.

Q. Was there a shade about it, a grove?—A. We did uot need any
shade that day, because it w as raining. But there were some trees about.
It was raining hard nearly all day.

FIFTEEN HUNDRED TO TWO THOUSAND VOTERS AT THE CONVENTION.

Q. About how many persons who were voters were at the convention
that day?—A. I should think from lifteen hundred to two thousand
men. It was the largest meeting that I ever attended in the State.

Q. From filteen hundred to two thousand voters? What had been
the rei)ublican vote before that? Until 1875. what was the aggregate
re[)ublican vote iu that county?—A. 1 coukl not tell you, sir; I do uot
know.

NUMBER OF WHITE VOTERS IN COUNTY,

Q- What is about the uumber of white voters iu that county?—A. I
thiidv 1 could not give it definitely, but I judge probably about fifteen

hundred votes.

Q. Some fifteen hundred white voters iu that county?—A. I cauuot
tell definitely j 1 do uot know.
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DIFFICULTY IN REPUBLICAN RANKS.

Q. DeCore your convention there, bad there not been some difficulty

iu the republican ranks in the county l*—A. Yes, sir; there had been.

Q. Was there not a rencounter between two leaiiing republiitans of

that county, tlie candidate for slierilf, and probaldy both candidates for

slieiiH'?—A. No, sir ; there was a colored man killed there.

Q. Were there not two colored men killed there?—A. Yes, sir; two.

I had iu view the candidates when 1 t-aid one ; there were two colored
men kdled.

Q. In an affray between republicans?—A. Yes, sir; they were killed

b^' rei)ublicans.

PARTIES TO THE AFFRAY.

Q. Who were the pronnnent parties in that affray ?—A. A man by
the name of Mills and another named Lee. They were the men who
were said to have done the kiilinjr. One of the men killed was a Mr.
Hill ; I don't lemember the other man's name.

Q. They were both colored men that were killed ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. What position did MOls hold ?—A. The office of postmaster.

Q. And the other jiarty ?—A. He was the chancery clerk.

Q. Were they both white men ?—A. Yes, sir.

DISSENSIONS IN CONSEQUENCE OF IT.

Q. Did not that create an angry feeling among the republicans, and
cause dissension there ?—A. Y«\s ; there was a very small wing of the

republican party that were trying to defeat the party, and finally co-

operated with the deitiocratic party.

Q. Did not Mr. Hill's friends in this affray become very much incensed
at Mills and his friends ?—A. Yes ; they did; it was very natural.

Q. On account of this killing ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. How long did that occur betore your convention ?—A. I think it

must have been a month beiore.

Q. Mr. Hill was quite a pronnnent colored man iu that county I—A.
Yes, sir ; and a very excellent man.

Q. He had an oiiice there?—A. Yes, sir; the office of assessor.

WHY AFRAID TO HOLD COUNTY CONVENTION AT LEXINGTON.

By Mr. Cameron :

Q. Why were yon afraid to hold your county convention in Lexing-
ton, the county -seat ?—A. W^e were afraid our convention would be
broken up.

Q. By whom ?—A. By our political opponents.

Q. Llad there be -u any efforts or intimations that it might be broken
up in that way ?—A. To say that there had been efforts would render

it necessary to make it definite, and I could not do that. Our fear

occurred from what we had heard as to what might occur.

MERELY NOMINAL DEFECTION IN REPUBLICAN PARTY.

Q. You maj' state as to whether or not the republican party was
united at the time of the republican convention, and if tliere was a
defection in that party, and to what extent.—A. There was a defec-

tion, but it was merely nominal. There is a wing there, but they are

very few in number, and with very little influence ; they had very little

weight—none, I might say, in the general result.

ABOUT MR. HOLMES.

Q. Who was this Mr. Holmes that accompanied you from Holmes
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County prior to the election ?—A. He was the chancery clerk of the
county.

Q. flow long had he resided in that county ?—A. I presume five

years. He had been superiutendent of education in that county, and
had organized the schools there. The colored people were very much
attached to Mr. Holmes, and that was one reason why he was so obnox-
ious to our political opponents. He had great influence there. I think
my crime was that I was having some influence, as a republican, over
the voters.

Q. Was Mr. Holmes, at that time, a man of family ?—A. Yes, sir ; a
•wife and one child.

Q. Where did he live ?—A. There in the town of Lexington.
Q. Did he keep house?—A. Yes; I don't know whether he was at

that time or not ; I think he was in a boarding-house. He had a house
furnished, and I think he kept house.

Q. Was there any question whatever as to his being an actual, bona-

Jide resident at that time?—A. I don't think there was the least in the

world, sir. I don't think that had a feather's weight with Mr. Asli-

craft. He made the attack because 1 was a republican and had organ-
ized the republican party there in an humble way.

By ^Ir. McDonald :

Q. W^hen Mr. Holmes separated from you in Attala County, where dul
he go?—A. He went with me to my plantation and staid tliere until I

returned to Jackson. He then came back to Kosciusko and staid a few
days; after that he went to Lexington, since which time he has lelt

Lexington and left the State, because he did not dare to stay there.

Q. Where is he now ?—A. He is in Dakota Territory—somewhere out
West.

Q. He has changed his residence ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Ls he holding any ofiice out in Dakota Territory ?—A. I think
not, sir.

PARTIES AVnO HEADED REPUBLICAN DISSENTERS.

Q. You say that the division in the republican party did not amount
to anything?—A. No, sir.

Q. What parties headed the dissenters of the repuJjlican party V—A.
Mills and Lee.

Q. One was i)Ostmaster and the other chancery clerk ?—A. Yes, sir;

Lee once had great influence in the county, but he finally lost it.

convp:ntion not molested.

Q. There was no molestation of your convention when it was held at
this place, was there ?—A. No, sir.

Q. It was about a mile and a half from Lexington ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. There was no trouble in parties coming from Lexington out there if

they had wanted to molest it 1?—A. No, sir.

Q. Well, after the convention was through, did not a good many of
those clubs march back through Lexington ?—A. Yes, sir; I think they
did.

Q. In organized order?—A. So far as I saw, they were.
Q. AVith their officers?—A. I think so.

Q. Marched through the streets ol the town and were not in any way
molested ?—A. No, sir; not t-hat I know of.
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H. P. SCOTT—ISSAQUENA COUNTY.

Jackson, Miss., June 10, 1876.

H. P. Scott (colored) sworu and exainiued.
PERSONAL STATEMENT.

By the Chairman :

Question. Where do you reside ?—Answer. Issaquena County.
Q How long have you resided there f—A. I have been there seven

years.

Q. Before that where were you?—A. At Vicksbnrgh.
Q. Where were you born?—A. I was born in North Carolina, and

raised in Jackson, Miss.

HE IS SHERIFF OF ISSAQUENA.

Q. Have you held any office in Issaquena ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. What?—A. Sheriff.

Q. How long have you held it?—A. lam serving my fourth term
there.

Q. A term is how long ?—A. Two years.

Q. You are in your fourth term ?—A. Y"es, sir. That is to say, I have
served live years, and I was elected in the last election. The last is my
fourth term. I was appointed by Governor Alcorn sheriff.

HEATED CANVASS, BUT NO TROUBLE.

Q. What was the character of the canvass in Issaquena County in

1875?—A. Well, sir, it was a more heated canvass than usual, but no
trouble.

Q. What was the result of the election politically ?—A. The republi-

cans carried their ticket.

SLIGHTLY REDUCED REPUBLICAN VOTE, BUT NO INTIMIDATION.

Q. By a large majority, or otherwise ?—A. Not quite as large as usual

;

they will lose, perhaps, one hundred and fifty or two hundred votes,

but I do not believe from the results of any intimidation 5
I have never

thought so ; none that I have heard of.

Q. What oflicers were elected besides sheriff'?—A. The representa-

tives and members of the board of supervisors, county treasurer, and
clerks of the courts.

Q. Are the persons who were elected to these civil offices in office

now ?—A. Well, some of them are.

Q. When did their term of office commence under the law?—A. It

commenced the 1st of January.

CHANGES IN COUNTY OFFICERS CAUSED BY RECENT LEGISLATION.

Q. W^hat ones are not in office who were elected?— A. Well, since

the election, they have created a new county, and under that, of course,

it left our county without ofiicers according to law ; that is to say, there

were not five supervisor districts left by the creation of new counties,

and just as we are now, we have only two members of the board of

supervisors. The new county taking two members from us, one of the

members that was left of the five, on the river, he has resigned. There
is two members now holding office under the last election.

TWO COLORED SUPERVISORS "WAITED ON" BY A WHITE COMMITTEE
AND ASKED TO RESIGN.

Before the creation of the new county, one of the members of the
board of supervisors had resigned, being asked to resign, and he
resigned.
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Q. By whom was be asked to resign ?—A. Well, he was asked by a
committee of citizens; wbite citizens.

Q. Was be a colored man ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Wbat were tbe circumstances, as you understood it? Wbat was
his name?— A. F. P. Brooks.

Q. Did you understand wbat were the circumstances attending bis

resignation?—A. No more than wliat be told me himself.

Q. Let us have tbat.—A. He told me tbat there was a committee
waited on him, and be was asked to resign; and I asked him wby they

asked it, and be told me. He said tbeir reason was that they were very

much o[)posed to bim being a member of the board, and assigned no
other i)articular reason, but he just told me that. He was on wbat is

known in our county as Deer Creek.

Q. Did be resign ?—A. Yes, sir ; but he did not resign then. He told

me some of them came to him, and asked bim. He told me afterward

that he was asked to come to tbe court bouse and bold one more meet-

ing ; and be told me some of tbem tobl him they did not want bim to

resign alterward, and I tried to get Inm not to resign, because tbe

whites had assured bim tbey would not hurt liim afterward, and 1 did

not want him to resign. Our county bad been so quiet and peaceable

that I did not want it said tbat we bad any troubles tbere at all; that

•we had conducted ourselves there so that I did not want any trouble.

I was airaid bis resignation would cause a great deal of trouble. The
whites were very friendly toward me, and my advice was taken among
both white and colored, and 1 tbougbt it was best for him to remain,

and not cause any trouble.

Q. Was tbere any other resignation except tbat of ]\[r. Brooks ?—A.
Tbere was no other one resigned. Tliere was another afterward re-

signed.

Q. Who was he ?—A. His name was Gross—S. J. H. Gross.

NO RESIGNATION, NO PKOTECTION.

Q. Were those resignations accompanied with any intimation or

threats as to wbat would bai»pen if tbey did n(<t resign ?— A. He told

me tbat the parties who had been appointed to wait on him and ask
that be resign, told bim that tbeir duty was only to ask him to resign

;

if he did not resign that tbey could not assure bim any protection. That
was wbat they toid him.

THE OFFICERS "WAITED ON" BOTH CAPABLE AND HONEST.

By Mr. Ca:meron :

Q. How bmg bad this IMr. ]>rooks resided in your county?—A. I do
not know bow long. He bad been elected a member ot the board of

su]>ervisors, au<l bad served two years—one term—and he was re-elec-

ted.

Q. Do you know whether or not be had resided in your county any
considerable length of time prior to bis tirst election?—A. I really do
not know. I know tbat be had been tbere three or tour years. I tbiidc

1 had known him tbere lour years. He was raised about there ; I think

he had relatives, whether raised there or not; I think some of his rela-

tives lived there.

Q. Had be discharged bis official duties, so far as you know, to tbe

pretty gen(>ral satisfaction of tbe people of tbe county ?—A. Yes, sir;

tbat man bad discharged bis duties more satisfactorily than any other

member of tbe board of supervisors, 1 think. I legarded bim as a very
intelligent—tbe most intelligent man there was ; and in tbe s[iee(;b 1
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made in the canvass I said this to a very large meeting there of white
people, that 1 thought his intelligence compared favorably with ordinary
white men. In selecting him for office they had done well, and I always
thought so, and I believe that is the general impression of every one
about there. There had been no charge against htm at that time.

Q. As lar as you know Irom pul)lic report, had he discharged his du-

ties as an honest oflicial "?—A. Yes, sir ; that was the impression, and
there was no complaint. Indeed he was regarded as a very intelligent,

upright, honest man. I never heaid anything else of him, and 1 re-

garded him so, and 1 continue to regard him so now.
Q. To what party did tliese parties who called on him to request his

resignation belong—which political party?—A. Well, in my county
they do not claim to belong to any party. They have until this last elec-

tion voted with the colored peo})ie. The whites generally voted with
tlie colored people, and they never put u}) a ticket, until this last elec-

tion. They now, since the last election, claim that they belong to the
democratic party. They now say they have a democratic party there.

Q. Were they all white men who requested his resignation '?—A. Yes,
sir.

WILLING TO RESIGN OFFICE BUT NOT SIGN A LIE.

Q. State whether or not they claimed to act in accordance with in-

structions received from a public meeting or private meeting.—A. Yes,
sir ; they claimed that ; he told me that they claimed that. Tliey brought
a written resignation there, so he told me, and asked him to sign it, but he
refused to do it. He said he wanted to consult his friends, and he llnally

said they told him they did not know whether he could live there ; they
"vtonld not guarantee any protection unless he would sign. He wanted
to inodily the resignation to suit himself. He said that that resigna-

tion said that he signed it without threats or fear. He told them he
would not sign it that way, but if they would allow him to correct it, he
would sign it, and he said the only reason he signed at ail was that he
v.as afraid of his life. That they afterward came to him and told him
that he need not resign unless he wanted to, but he did finally resign

after the meeting of the board. I know he met with them once, but am
not certain w hether twice or nor.

Q. When was he first requested to resign by this committee? How
long alter the late election 1—A. It was between three and tour weeks.
We had some little trouble after the election—about the 3d or 4th, I

think, the trouble occurred. 1 think about the -ith of December, between
the 4th and lOth.

SOME VERY SERIOUS TROUBLE BUT THE SHERIFF HAD NO AUTHOR-
ITY TO STOP IT.

Q. State what those trnibles were.—A, I really do not know any-
thing more than there was some very serious trouble, or so serious I

thought 1 had better keep out of it. I had no authority to stop it.

Q. You were sheriff?—A. Y"es, sir.

Q As a public ofticer, what occasion had you to inquire into these
tropJ>les?—A. None, in those circumstances, except if 1 should have
wanted any person wnth my authority as sheriff. But the information
1 got led me to believe that my iiuthority would not have done any
good. It was going on for about six or eight days. I would get in-

lormation from both white and black that everything was quiet, then
1 would get different opinions; some would say that it was not so;

some said there was a good deal of trouble there. Some of my friends,

both white and colored, democrats and republicans, told me that the
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trouble was out there. They did uot believe I could do auy good—not
by goiug out as sheritJ'.

GOT INFORMATION THAT SEVERAL WERE KILLED.

A justice of the peace wrote to lue and said everything was quiet,
in his letter, but he thought, if I would come out and make a speech
out there to the people, that I could allay a good deal of trouble
that they were practicing toward each other; and in about twenty-four
hours alter that I got information that several were killed.

CONSULTED VERY PARTICULAR DEMOCRATIC FRIENDS WHO ADVISED
HIM NOT TO GO.

I had very particular democratic friends, and asked them about
it. 1 did not like to go. 1 knew that there was great trouble out there.

1 consulted with a deujocratic friend ot mine, whether my life would be
in danger or not, and he told me very positively that he did not think
I could go with any authority to quell the disturbance out there. He
told me that the citizens of the county, white citizens, respected me
very highly, and he did not believe any of them would hurt me. I had
that opinion myself, but he says there is a class of men iu the county
that he did not know anytliiug about, though a resident there for twenty
years. Jlti told me that he thought my lile would not be sate to go there
at that time. He stated to me that the white men and colored men had a
difiicultyout there, and that there weretwoclassesof people there. There
was a class ofcolored i)eople who said they thought they had been aggrieved
by the whites, and there was a classof white people thought they had been
aggrieved by the colored people, and that both parties had gotten mad
with one another ; and he thought that the whites had the advantage of
the colored i)e()ple, and that a great many whites would come in from
other counties, and they were well armed, and that he thought myself
as sheriff could do no good, and he would not advise me to go. 1 told

him then if he would wrire a letter out to the leading white men there,

that he knew controlled the whites, by way of peace, and not with au-
thority as sheriff, I asked him did he think it would do any good. He
said he thought it might if 1 could ])revail on these white men that were
in arms to leave the county ; thought that the colored people out at the
river, (I do not know what they were at the creek)—there was no dispo-

sition on their part to harm the whites.

BUT HE WRITES A LETTER TO A LEADING WHITE CITIZEN.

I thought peace was right, and quiet, and he told me that perhaps it

would be well to write; and I asked him then would he go out as a
deputy of mine—a white deputy. 1 asked him if he would go out and
assist these attempts of mine to quell the disturbance. He told me he
would, and I wrote a letter and addressed it to a leading white citizen

out there, who was a democrat—who claimed to be a democrat. I knew
he was a leading man among them, and so I addressed it to him, and
told him that 1 had just heaid of several colored men being killed at

the creek, and the news was very alarm-ng to the colored people on the

river ; and I desired to have the peace respected, and assured him there

would be no trouble on the part of the colored people on the river. I

named my deputy, and told him he would tell him in addition to my
writing what I was willing to do, if I could do it by coming out as a
peaceotiicer without arms, to get peace among the people.

SIX OR EIGHT COLORED MEN KILLED—AND EVERYTHING IS PEACEA-
BLE AND QUIET.

That there had been eight or ten days' quarreling and fighting, and
six or eight colored men killed; and I received a letter iu a few days after-
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ward from a gentleman whom they said was in command. In his letter

he said that everything was peaceable and quiet on the creek, and that
he had resisted many wrongs. The leaders of the riot or disturbance
that was going on had fled the country—these parties who had come
into the county from other counties. Thereupon I was informed they
went home, and after that these men I referred to were asked to resign.

Within a few days afterward they were asked to resign

A COLORED MAN TAKEN OUT AND SHOT BECAUSE HE RESISTED RUF-
FIANS WHO WERE FORCINGr HIS DOOR.

Q. How many colored men were killed during these disturbances in

your county, from the best information you have ?—A. I know eight.

Q. How many white men, if any, were killed?—A. I heard that there
was one killed, not by colored people particularly. He was killed by a
colored man. It was on the last day of the troubles, and I understood
he came into the county—he was just come in with another man, and
be attempted to force the door of the colored mau, and break into a col-

ored man's house. The colored man would not open the door for him.
There were four together, and one of the white men forced the door
open, and he seized his gun and shot him. The man that he shot that

day I understood died in a few days, and that colored man was killed

the next morning, I understand. He was taken out and shot, against the
protest of the white citizens. The white citizens were very much op-

posed to killing the colored man, and said he had done right, and that

he had a right to shoot that man, and they wanted him to have a fair

trial, but I understand they would not allow him. They said they would
kill his whole family and burn the town if they were interfered with.

It was against the wishes of the citizens there.

COLORED VOTERS TEN TO ONE ON DEER CREEK.

Q. At what place in your county did these disturbances take place ?

—

A. On Deer Creek.
Q. Where do you reside?—A. On the Mississippi River, about fif-

teen miles from the creek. The county-seat is fifteen miles from Deer
Creek.

Q. What is the relative colored and white population in your coun-

ty ?—A. We had about 2,500 registered voters there. There is between
250 and 300 white voters on the book ; the balance were colored.

THE WHITES ALL ARMED.

Q. State whether or not, from the information which you obtained,

the white persons who were engaged in these disturbances were armed
or not.—A. Yes, sir; I was informed that they had guns, shot-guns,

and armed with pistols. In fact, 1 saw a great many pistols that were
used by the parties, afterward. At that time the excitement was very
great in my county, and every white man was armed. I know that was
a fact. They did not disguise the arms. They claimed that they were
carrying the arms for their own protection. And always when I saw a
man that was armed, I told him that the carrying of arras was the very
thing to briug trouble. I did not think the colored people had any dis-

position to override the whites. I thought that the carrying of arms
would be a bad precedent to establish. I thought that the colored

fjeople might get frightened by so many being armed, and would get
into trouble. That was my advice to them all the time, and a good
many took the same course I did, and advised them not to carry arms,
so as not to get into any trouble.

38 MISS
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NO COLOEED MEN ARMED THAT HE KNOWS OF—ONCE A NUIMBEE
GOT GUNS USr A PANIC.

Q. You may state whether or Dot the colored men were generally
armed or not.—A. No, sir; none that I know of. I did hear, the whites
told me, that there was some colored men arming themselves some fif-

teen miles below ; bat I have never heard a colored man say that yet,

except on one occasion they did tell me, that on Sunday, when there
were three or four hundred whites coming down the creek, armed, that
the colored people did get frightened, and they did, several of them,
go and get guns. I told them I wanted to get the truth about every-

thing, because I did not want to have it to say that one party was to

be blamed any more than the other. I wanted to get the truth, and
they said several went and got their arms, but as soon as they found
that they were coming in such numbers, thej' put their guns down again,

and went home quietly. That is what they said.

BROOKS STILL AT DEER CREEK—HIS BROTHER KILLED.

By Mr. Bayard :

Q, ^Yhere is Mr. Brooks, this man you speak of ?—A. Mr. Brooks is

now living in Deer Creek.

Q. In tliat county i—A. Yes, sir. There has been a new county ere-

ateu by the last legislature.

Q. But he lives there now ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. lie is a well-known man ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. lie lives there in quiet and peace?—A. Yes, sir. His brother was
killed there in the troubles.

LOSS ON REPUBLICAN VOTE.

Q. You spoke of the republican party losing, in the last election, on
its majority, 150 to 200 votes ; was the white vote increased ?—A. Yes,
sir; it was increased to that amount, about that amount.

Q. Caused by black people voting the democratic ticket?—A. I

do not know wliether it was or not. They polled a larger number of

votes at the last election tlian they had ever before.

Q. Do you know how many votes they polled?—A. I do not re-

member.

ABOUT BROOKS'S RESIGNATION.

Q. All this statement in regard to Mr. Brooks's resignation you got
from him ?— A. Yes, sir; and others, In fact the whites told me.

Q. Were you ever present at any of these interviews between him and
the whites?

—

A. No, sir.

Q. All you say is on the information of others?—A. Yes, sir.

SHERIFF SCOTT HAS ALWAYS BEEN WELL TREATED BY THE WHITES.

Q. I understand you to say that the feeling toward you personally is

kindly ?—A. Yes, sir ; up to the day I left. The people are very kindly

toward me.
Q. Your treatment by them has been respectful and gentle always?

—

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Was there any obstruction of your office in serving processes?

—

A. Xo, sir.

Q. Have you ever had any obstruction in serving processes, civil or

criminal, placed in your hands?—A. Well, no, sir. I never had any
from any citizen of tlie county. I have had from others. 1 did have
some trouble once, some two or three years ago.

% It had no political significance?—A. No, sir. I have always been
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on the friendliest of terms with the whites. No objections were made
to me, except they would say I ought not to be a rei)ublican. I allowed
them to tell me so ; and I told them that they ought not to be demo-
crats.

HE HAS MADE A SPEECH AT A DEMOCRATIC MEETING.

I made a speech at a democratic convention about a week ago.

Q. You addressed a democratic convention ; how came you to do
that ?—A. It was their meeting, and they said something I did not like.

Q. You attended it ?—A. Yes, sir; of course I asked permission to

ask some questions about it.

Q. As a custom i—A. I do not know as a custom. I do not know as

it is a custom for republicans to attend, but I was there. They had
said they wanted us to be there ; and we went about halt and half, and
the colored people happened to be there. The mass of the republican

party in my county is composed of colored men, and we happened to be
there, and they said things I did not like.

Q. The white speaker ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Who was he °l—A. I do not recollect to call their names.
Q. Then you asked them some questions'?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Then, after asking those questions, did you get up and make a
speech ?—A. Made a speech then. Well, they taken back everything

they said, and I was satisfied.

Q. They took it back, and you had your say in this meeting?—A.
Yes, sir ; when I addressed the chair I asked permission. 1 knew
there was some feeling against the colored people, but none against me
particularly. But there is always some that are bitterly opposed to

parties, and 1 asked permission to make some remarks, and they granted

it. I knew I could address them with more satisfaction than any other

man that was there ; and after I made ray remarks they taken back
what they said. Thej' agreed I was right, and took it back.

Q. Then your interruption was kindly received, and your refutation

of their statement was successful, and they admitted it?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Have you often addressed white democratic meetings in that

way?—A. Only two since I have been in the county ;
that was in the

last election. I was called upon by the colored people, that would be
there; I was always their representative man. Although on this day
two weeks preceding I was not called upon by the colored people, but
1 thought it was my duty to say something that they might understand
how we stood. I thought it was to the interest of both parties, and
the colored people were better satisfied. In fact, I thought that the

speeches I replied to were calculated to bring about trouble.

Q. Whose speeches were they ?—A, The whites and democrats. That
was not at the convention.

Q. That was during the canvass of 1875?—A. No, sir; to-day a week
ago,

Q. How about your meeting during the canvass of 1875, where you
addressed another of the democratic meetings?—A. They were always

very friendly to me.

Q. Very much the same state of things. You attended the meet-

ing?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you address the meeting?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. All that passed was in good temper?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. You were treated respectfully ?—A. Yes, sir ; I was always treated

with respect.
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VALUE OF THE SHRIEVALTY.

Q. What is the value of your office there?—A. I guess my office pays
about $3,000 a year.

Q. Is that the net profits ?—A. No, sir ; not the net ; I do not tLink
it exceeds $3,000.

BOTH WHITE AND BLACK DEPUTIES.

Q. How many deputies are employed?—A. One all of the time, and
most of the time two.

Q. Colored men, or white!—A. White men. I have both. During
the courts I have six or eight deputies. I have both white and colored.

Whenever a colored man is competent to do my work I employ him.

WHITE REPUBLICANS IN ISSAQUENA COUNTY.

Q. Have you any white republicans in that county ?—A. Yes, sir

;

some.
Q. How many?—A. I do not know how many; but there are four or

five prominent republicans. There are perhaps fifteen or twenty that
are republicans, but not politicians.

Q. How many of those white republicans hold office ?—A. There is

two. 1 do not remember now what republican is elected this last elec-

tion. Stratton is county surveyor. He has been holding that office

during the time I have been holding mine. We were appointed at the
same time. He has been reelected.

WHITE COUNTY OFFICIALS.

Q. How many white officials are there in that county?—A. Our clerks
of the court are white; have always been white; and our county treas-

urers have always been white, and the surveyor is a white man.

COLORED LEGISLATORS.

Q. What are the members of the legislature ?—A. They are colored
men.

Q. Have you a senator in your district?—A. Yes, sir; we belong to a
senatorial district ; we have one senator.

ABOUT WILLIAM GRAY AND HIS SPEECHES.

Q. Who is he?—A. William Gray.
Q. Is he a colored man ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Was William Gray the one who was commissioned brigadier-gen-

eral of militia by Governor Ames ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. When was he commissioned brigadier-general?—A. Well, some
time, I think, in 1875. I am not certain about it.

Q. Have you ever happened to hear William Gray make a speech ?

—

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you ever hear him make a speech in Washington County ?

—

A. No, sir ; I never did.

Q. Do you remember when he ran for sheriff?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. When was it ?—A. That was in the last election.

Q. In 1875 ?—A. Yes, sir ; I believe he was nominated. No, he was
a candidate, but afterward withdrew ; at the nominating convention he
withdrew.

Q. You have heard him speak ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did he make a speech of a violent character?—A. I never regarded
him so. He was never much choice of mine, but I never regarded him
as making violent speeches ; I always thought he was very friendly in

his speeches.

Q. Did you ever hear of his making a public speech or speeches in
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tbis canvass when he was running for sheriff?—A. No, sir; not in my
county.

ABOUT BROOKS, HIS GOOD CHAT?,ACTER AND FORCED RESIGNATION,
AND THE OBJECT OF IT.

Q. You did not hear any of them when he ran for sheriff? Were
there any charges made against Brooks for dishonesty or corruption ?

—

A. No, sir. He was regarded by whites, as well as blacks, as a very
honest and intelligent

Q. Who was put in Brooks's place, or who took his place ; who was
elected ?—A. A new county was formed in the last three or four months.

Q. Did this break up the county, divide it in two ? They appointed a
new board of supervisors for the new county ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And left the old board in the old county?—A. No, sir. There
were two members taken from the Creek district. They had taken two
members from our portion. Brooks was not a member; he had resigned.

Q, Had his resignation anything to do as a cause of this new division

of the county, and his living where he did ?—A. No, sir. At that time
the legislature had not created the county ; it had not, perhaps, been
thought of amongst us. I had not heard of it ; it was sprung upon us.

Q. His resignation was in no way connected with the division of your
county ? It occurred before that ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Who was put in his place?—A. They have had an election over
there since and elected their members.

Q. And none was put in his place on the old board ?—A. No, sir. It

was a very short time after the resignation.

Q. What could be the object of the resignation ; what was accom-
plished'hy it ?—A. I do not know what could have been accomplished

by it.

Q. As a matter of faet, was anything accomplished by it?—A. There
was some prejudice arose against him on the part of the whites out

there; 1 think on account of his brother. His brother had got into

trouble there. I think that was it ; but I have never heard any white

man say anything against Brooks.

Q. Nothing at all ?—A. No, sir.

Q. I will ask yon if you know in any way what could be the motive
in removing Brooks, or asking him to resign his office?—A. Here is my
idea of it. The whites said that they intended to have control of the

supervisors of the county. I think they just asked him to resign because

they said they wanted control.

Q. After the county was broken, two new members of the board of

supervisors became necessary ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Are not both counties under control of your party ?—A. No, sir.

The county is divided into five districts ; the boundary-lines run north

and south. The first, second, and third districts are on the river, and
the fourth and fifth was Deer Creek. Then, on the creation of the new
county, the boundary-line leaves these two supervisor districts here,

[indicating on the map
;J

of course we have no jurisdiction over there.

But at the time of his resignation, this new county was not created.

Q. His jurisdiction extended to that then?—A. Yes, sir, it did, but

before the creation of the county he bad resigned. Since that they

have had an election there, and they have divided into five districts, as

we have always done.

Q. Both controlled by your party—both of them ?—A. No, sir.

Q. What is the difference?—A. This is Issaquena; that is Sharkey.

Q. Which party controls ?—A. Both are largely republican.
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Q. Therefore the result is that they have made two republican coun-
ties out of one ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. How long a time from his resignation to the time of this action of
the legislature !—A. I do not know when the county was created, but
that his resignation was demanded some time in December, I think. I

do not think the new county was created until perhaps January or
February.

Q. A coujile of mouths?—A. Yes, sir.

ABOUT THE LEVEE BOARD.

Q. Was there any business for the supervisors to do between the
time of his resignation and the formation of the two counties ; any im-
portant business for them to do ?—A. Yes, sir. There was oue meeting
we regarded as an important meeting to the county. We had to elect

two commissioners, what is known as the Levee board in our county.
We had elected two commissioners to represent that county, and it waa
claimed there publicly that certain men had to be elected ; the people
were tired with the men that had been elected ; that they wanted these
men elected ; and Brooks told me that they wanted him to resign ; after-

ward they did not care, but they wanted him to resign then. I do not
know as 1 remember exactly what he said, but I had a long conversa-
tion with him about it. My recollection is, he said they wanted certain
men elected on the board, and did not think his party would elect

them. They wanted them elected, and if they elected them they would
be satisfied. That is the impression I got.

Q. The commissioners of levees are men who superintend the cod-
struction of levees on the river-bank ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Is not that a very important office ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Does the safety of the real estate of the county depend upon the
keeping up of the levee?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. It is a very important office ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. The men who had been elected were not satisfactory—the men
who were before commissioners?—A. No, sir; I do not know as they
were. We elected a very eminent lawyer and conservative, a very
popular njan, oue who had run for lieutenant-governor of this State on
the democratic ticket, and 1 assisted in electing him. I thought he was
a good man.

Q. Was not the whole of this question about the levee commissioners
a question of property, and to protect property ?—A. Yes, sir; 1 think
it was. I do not know.

Q. Was the desire to control the levee commissionership for the purpose
of procuring reliable men to keep that bank up, and protect the real

estate of the county?—A. Yes, sir; I believe that it was. I think
every man in the couuty was of the same opinion. I do not think that
any one opposed any one on account of imlitics. I do not think the re-

publicans did, because oue of the members who was elected now has
been spoken of by the republicans. 1 do not think there were any ob-
jections when it came to an election of that kind. I do not think there
would be.

Q. Was, it then, purely a question of the protection of property ?—A.
Yes, sir ; 1 believe so.

THE REASONS FOR FORCING BROOKS TO RESIGN.

Q. Then, if 1 understand you aright, and I only wish to understand
you and get }our mind, this man's resignation was requested by peo-
ple who were interested in keeping the river-bank in good order, and
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their only object was to get men more favorable to the accomplishment
of this purpose ?—A. That may have been their belief.

Q. Do you know of any other reason for his resignation than that?

—

A. Well, now, I think it is claimed by the democratic party—I think
that they have stated it publicly—that our county was controlled, of
course, by Yankees and niggers, and that they would not be controlled
any longer by them. I do not think the colored people up there ob-
jected to what they said in the election. They claimed this : that they
had a right to choose of themselves, although they wanted to choose
men who they thought would be for the best interests of the country,
and they have chosen such men ; but if they were republicans, I think
pretty much the same objeciiou would be raised. They were willing to

have any man that was satisfactory, so far as the property-holders were
concerned. 1 know, in some instances, where we elected a man he was
a conservative who

Q. Is the maintenance of the levee a matter of considerable expense,
and does it not require skill, thought, and attention to do it properly ?

—

A. Yes, sir ; 1 believe it does.

Q. If the levee is permitted to go down, and crevasses occur, would
it not be ruin to the people who held property in that county ?—A. Yes,
sir; I think it would.

Q. Who were the owners of the property ; were they, or not, white
people ?—A. The largest class.

Q. Don't they own the great bulk *?—A. Yes, sir ; the largest portion
of it.

Q. Is it not a fact that they wish to have men belonging to the com-
mission who would properly attend to the work, and not risk their prop-

erty ?—A. Yes, sir ; we elected men from our county of that kind, we
thought. ,

Q. Have there not been complaints among the property-owners of the
way in which the levees were managed ?—A. There have been com-
plaints, but not against the men who were elected in that county. There
is a general complaint of the whole levee system of the State—not in

our levee district—and 1 have never heard of any case in any of the

elections that have taken place in our county.

Q. I understand you to say that some one of the levee commissioners
was a democrat who had been upon the ticket for lieutenant-governor ?

—

A. I would say a democrat.
Q. He is a white man ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And they wanted somebody else than him put on the ticket ?—A.
Yes, sir.

Q. Had they any other object than to get their property taken care

ot:—any other possible object but that in regard to the levees ?—A. Yes,
sir ; 1 think there is.

Q. State it.—A. I do not think there is any objection particularly

raised to him at all.

Q. Is the office of levee commissioner a political ofhce in a party

sense !—A. I think not ; I do not think it ought to be.

Q. Has it been known and treated as a political office, and to be con-

trolled by the party ?—A. No, sir ; it lias never been treated in that

way.
Q. Yet you say that the request made for this man's resignation was

in order to effect the control of the office, as you think ?—A. Yes, sir;

if I understand you aright. It was for the purpose of getting their

choice, and not from any complaints made against any member partic-

ularly that I had ever heard.
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Q. Yet the objective point of the resignation was the levee commis-
sioner?—A. Yes, sir; I think that was it. Becauseuoother charge had
been made against him.

Q. He has not been molested or disturbed in any way otherwise than
in regard to his office?—A. No, sir; I do not think be has.

DATE OF THE DEER CREEK MASSACRE.

By Mr. McDonald :

Q. At what time did this disturbance or difficulty at Deer Creek take
place ?—A. 1 do not know exactly the date ; but I think it was the

same date as the Vicksburgh troubles—the same month, but the year
afterward. The troubles were in 1875 in our county.

Q. What time in 1875?—A. In December, between the 4th and 10th,

I think.

Q. After the election ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. About this disturbance at Deer Creek ; that, too, was after the

election ?—A. Yes, sir.

CAUSE OF IT.

Q. The election had nothing to do with it?—A. I cannot say that.

The colored people told me differently. They say it was on account of

their being radicals.

Q. That was after the election, and could not influence the election ?

—

A. No, sir ; it could not.

RELATIVE RACE-POPULATIONS OF ISSAQUENA COUNTY.

The Chairman. Let it be noted that, by the census of 1870, the white
population of Issaquena County was 1741 and the colored population

by the same census was 6,146.

BOWIE FOREMAN—ISSAQUENA COUNTY.

Jackson, Miss., June 16, 1876.

Bowie Foreman (colored) sworn and examined.

used to live in ISSAQUENA BUT WAS RUN FROM THERE.

By the Chairman:
Question. Where do you reside?—Answer. I used to live in Issaquena

County, but I was run from there in the December riot.

Q. Where do you live now?—A. I live on my brother's place, down at

the lower end ot Warren County, in Newtown.
Q. What hapi)ened that you came away from Issaquena County ?

—

A. In December, wlion the election was over up there on Rolling Fork
there was a white man ; he was in a store

Q. What was his name?—A. I don't know what was his name. He
stabbed one or two colored men with a dirk-knife across the counter,

and they got a writ of arrest for him and went there for him—two meu
did—but they would not allow them to have him. They put him behind

the counter, behind a big box. The two colored men, they went there

and took him out, and that started the fuss between the colored men
and the white meu, and the white men didn't want to let him go out.

Q. When was this, last December?—A. Yes, sir; about the first of

December.

election went OFF VERY NICE.

Q. Did anything happen in Issaquena County before the election f

—
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A. No, sir; I was oue of the judges of election. It went republican,

the whole thing. I was a judge in the first district.

Q. Do you know anything about the election in the county ?—A. In
my county it went oif very nice.

DEMOCRATS SAID THEY COULD NEVER DO ANYTHING WITH THE
DAMNED REPUBLICANS, AND WOULD GO TO WORK AND KILL OUT
THE LEADING MEN.

Q. You had no trouble.—A. No, sir ; the democrats said it was no use
voting ; that they never could rule Issaquena County or do anything with
the damned republicans; and they said that they would go to work and
kill out the leading men and get the control. That was what they said

after the election.

they went to work, and all they didn't kill out they ran
Away.

Q. When was that ?—A. In December after the election, that they was
going to remove the county. They went to work and killed out the
leading men, and all they didn't kill out they ran away. They killed a
fellow named Cornelius Washington, and Moses Johnson, a constable.

Moses Johnson went to see about this man lying in the cotton-patch,

killed that night. He went there, and as he started there Elgin and
Hunt and them got their sixteenshooters, and came out in the road and
told them that if they advanced they were going to shoot. They told

the boy to open the gate, and said they were going to go to Rolling Fork.
Moses Johnson stops these men, and told Mr. Elgin that he was for

no fuss at all ; that he was a religious man, and elected by the people
as a constable, and it was his duty to see what that man was murdered
about, and to put him away. Elgin told Moses to go along back, that

everything was quiet, and that the man was put away ; and he told Mr.
Elgin " all right."

That was on Saturday, and he went back home and reported the facts

to the justice of the peace, and told him what Mr. Elgin said ; that they
were trying to arrest the man, and that he ran from them, and that was
the reason that they shot him.
On Sunday morning I was sitting in my house eating my breakfast,

and Mr. Hunt came in there, and I looks out at the door. He owed us
some money, and he was paying my brother $50. I says, " What is all

that coming down f There was a lot of men coming with guns. Mr.
Hunt went out and talked with them a while ; and he came back to

where we were, and said they had just come down to see the boys ; that

they heard that they were going to EoUing Fork, and that if they was
not going it would be all right.

MOSES JOHNSON.

My brother-in-law, Phil. Johnson, said that the colored men didn't

want to fight. I gets on my horse and went down there, and Moses
Johnson returned up to church. This Captain Barr [so pronounced,
but probably Ball] said to him, " What is your name f He said,

" My name is Moses Johnson. I am an officer." Captain Barr [Ball ?]

said, "Are you captain of a company?" and Moses said, " I am captain

of no company; I am an officer of the peace." Ball said, "Didn't
you go up to Rolling Fork Saturday ?" Moses said, " I heard that

there was a man there dead, and I went up there to see about it, as an
officer of the peace."

They had some talk ; and he said as how Moses ought to be killed

anyhow. He asked Moses if he had got a parole of Mr. Elgin, and he
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said he had not got any parole ; and he said, " You had better go up
and see Mr. Elgin and get your parole of him." Moses turns around
to me and says, " Will you go up with me to Mr. Elgin's ? 1 tells you I

feels my death, but I puts my faith in God, and I don't fear anything. I

saw my death last night twice. I saw these white men coming to kdl
me ; but 1 am prepared and ready to go."

1 told him that I would go with him ; and we went up to see Mr. El-

gin, and Mr. Elgin gave him a paper, and he takes it on back to the
church ; and the people said, " We cannot have any church now with
these white men all around." And he says, "Let us have church just
the same. If you have any faith in God you better try it now." And
they said, " How can we hold church with all these men with sixteen-

shooters f And he said, '* There is none of them going to bother you."
And we went on with the church.

MURDER OF THE SIX NEGROES.
They commenced gathering about 4 o'clock that evening, just in

droves, and they came on down to Mr. Hunt's, and got Moses Johnson
and Kufus Heyward and Wade Hampton and Noah Parker and Arthur
Brooks and Ned Moore. They had them locked up iu the store.

And I said, " This means trouble. Why do they take these men and
lock them up in the store and guard them for?" 1 said, ''They are
going to take these men out and kill them;" and the colored meu said

that they didn't know, but it did seem sort of suspicious. I said, "I
bet you these men will be killed; there is no use talking." And we
went back down home; and I noticed fully a thousand men.
About sundown they came tearing down in troops with their guns

iust glittering, and me and my brother Phi', got uneasy, and wc went
back home, and all the women came to my house and staid in the house
Sunday night. My brother Phil. slei)t in the cane, but I wouldn't go.

I said, "I am going to stay here if they do kill me.''

About 11 o'clock 1 heard guns, and my sister got up and lit a. light,

and I asked her what time it was, and she said it was about 11 o'clock;

and we heard the guns going oil', and I says to her, " Do you hetir tliose

guns!" and she says, "Yes; what is it?" I says, "It is some of them
boys killed ; them boys is shot." She said, " Do you think so?" 1 said,

"Yes; my mind never fooled me. 1 am going to send for Phil., and 1

am going down to see."

"didn't we shoot hell out of them?"
In a little while the horses' feet came down the road at a tremendous

pace, and I heard one man say, "Didn't we shoot hell out of themf"
One of tbem said, " That preacher went on so I had hardly enough
heart to kill them." I says, " Sister, did you hear them say that, that

they took and shot hell out of tbem fellows ?" and she said she did.

I got up about daylight, and went on down, and just before we got
to the quarters I saw where the horses had gone around in the cotton-

patch.

FIVE BODIES FOUND.

We went on around that waj', and the first one I came across was
Wade, and the next was Moses Johnson.

1 went on across a little creek to Brother Wilson's, who was a justice

of the peace, and I told him ; and he appointed me to go and hold an
inquest over them, and see how they cauie by their death, and I got six

men and went there; and while I was holding au inquest over them
they reported three more dead up above.
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ABOUT THE CORONER'S VERDICT.
I said, '' How had this thing ought to be made out ? " and some of the

boys said, " Bowie, you have been an officer for some time;" and I said
I (lidn't know how we woukl do it, except these men had been killed by
white men to us unknown. Some of the boys said that they would
put in that they were killed by these men we had seen; and Mr. Hunt
says, " Bowie, how in the devil can you do thatf You can just make
out on the return, 'Killed by white men; don't know who.'"
These men were lying in a field, and I said to Mr. Hunt, "David, take

hold and help bring these men out of the bushes." He turned around to

me, and his face and neck was red, and he said, " You have got enough
around here to do that thing." I said, "You were appointed to help

us, and you can do it as well as anybody;" and he did help take the
men out.

TWO WHITE MEN CAME AFTER ME TO KLLL ME.

1 took all the papers and everything out of their pockets and hats,

and then went up to the other three men. It was a fearful sight ; they
were lying there butchered like hogs, and I told the men about these

things, and Mr. Hunt told me I had better be careful about what I said.

I said I didn't care, because I knew the men, and he went and told my
eldest brother to tell me I had better get out of the way. Mr. Hunt
said to Wilson, "You and Bowie better get out of the way;" and I

steps out in the cane, and two white men came after me to kill me; and
1 went around in the cane and went on down to Mr. Hunt's. I says to

him, "What do they want to kill me for?" He says, "You know who
the men were, and you speak what you know, and you knows a good
deal of the men, and if you stay here some of them will kill you so you
ciin't testify, and I advise you to get out of the way. If you ain't got

any money I will give you some money to get out of the way, because I

don't want to see you murdered." He and I had been brought up to-

gether. He gave me some money to go away with, and I left.

I had 15 bales of cotton in the gin -house then ; and I got away, and
they followed me as far as they could. I left all my things and every-

thing there, and I could not get anything—I left 150 bushels of corn

—

and daresn't go back for them.

By Mr. Cameron :

Q. Who is Mr. Hunt that you speak of ?—A. Mr. David Hunt.
Q. Is he a white man"?—A. O, yes. He used to be my young

master.
ABOUT captain BALL.

Q. Who is this Captain Barr [BalH] ?—A. He is always called a des-

perado. He told Moses Johnson that morning that he had 10 men with

him, and that he was prepared to whip out 500 niggers ; that he was in

for a fight.

SEVEN colored MEN KILLED.

Q. How many colored men were killed there at that time?—A. Seven.

They killed one just about three or four days before ; the one that Moses
Johnson went up to see about. They killed the constable and the other

six on Sunday.
Q. Did you know all the men that were killed 1—A. Yes, sir. I have

known Parker; he was a justice of the peace.

Q. What office did you hold I— A. I was appointed constable twice

by Governor Alcorn and elected once.

Q. Do you know any of these men who came down there and were

engaged in this killing?—A, Yes, sir j I know about ten or twelve.
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NAMES OF THE ASSASSINS.

Q. Give their Dames.—Mr. Joe Robinson, Mr. Powells—I am going
through with them, I will tell you, but my life will be in danger, but I

am going to tell you all the truth—Mr. John Casey and Colly Casey,
Mr. Pinkham, and Dr. Clements, John Clark, and a fellow by the name
of John Diamond ; Bija Hunt and Mr. Phillips and Mr. Eatman, and
Mr. Wolfe and Captain Ball ; that is all I can think of now.

Q. Where do these white men whose names you mention live ?—A.
Near Eolling Fork, in Issaquena County. They ran me away from
everything, from my wife and everything, and she had to leave all her
things up there—except a little valise.

WITNESS HAD TO LEAVE HIS PROPERTY.

Q. What property did you have when they ran you away ?—A. Cot-

ton and corn, sweet potatoes, and fodder. I had 15 bales of cotton there,

150 bushels of corn, a large stack of fodder, and about 40 bushels of

potatoes.

Q. You left there with your family ?—A. Yes, sir ; me and my brother-

in-law was cropping together. That had always been my home up
there.

Q. Were you born right there?—A. I was bred and born in Jefferson,

but before the war, when 1 was a little boy, I was moved into Issa-

quena County. I was raised by the people in Issaquena. After the sur-

render I came back from the Army. I was a soldier two years an(l six

months, in the colored Sixty sixth ; and after I came back from the Army
they got up a petition to Governor Alcorn, and the first time I was con-

Btable up there he appointed me, and I had two appointments from him,
and I was elected by the people after that.

KILLED BECAUSE THEY WERE LEADING REPUBLICANS.

Q. For what reason were these colored men killed ?—A. For the
reason that they were leading republicans. Parker was; and Moses, he
was a very capable man ; and Brooks was a member of the board of
supervisors at that time ; but he withdrew from that to run for justice

of the peace, and got elected ; and Quillau, the democrat who ran
against him, he beat him, and they didn't like it. They said they were
just going to work and kill oft' the leading republicans and get them out
of the way.

NONE OF THE ASSASSINS INDICTED.

Q. Have any of these white men been indicted tor any of these mur-
ders ?—A. No, sir.

Q. Has anything ever been done to these white men?—A. No, sir;

notbing. They went to work and cut the county up, and put Rolling

Fork like they wanted to have it, and they had an election, and there

didn't two colored people go to the polls. They said they were just

tired of living there under republican laws and negro rule.

WAS CORONER AND RECOGNIZED ALL THE DEAD MEN.

Q. Did you see all these men after they were dead ?—A. Yes, sir

;

I had an inquest over them, and had the papers. I took the papers
from them. I took $0 out of one man's pocket and sent it back to his

wife. 1 was appointed to hold the inquest ; the justice of the peace ap-

pointed me.
Q. Did you get through with your inquest before you were told to

clear out?—A. I was just examining the last man, and commencing to

make out my return.
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DATE OF THE KILLING.

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. You have named thirteen of these men whom you say were con-

cerned in this killing'?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. You have not mentioned the day of this killing.—A. I cannot tell

the day.

Q. How long have you been down to your brother's place at New-
town ?—A. It was along after the 1st of December.

Q. How long after the election was it?—A. It was about two weeks
after election, as near as I can recollect.

Q. How long before Christmas was if?—A. About four weeks, I

reckon. It was along in that time, because I took Christmas down to

Newtown.
Q. You told about an affray in a store in which a man reached over

and stabbed another °l—A. Yes, sir.

A DRUNKEN AFFRAY BETWEEN WHITES AND BLACKS.

Q. When was that?—A. That was in the same month.
Q. How long after these men were killed?— A. Just about a week;

seven days.

Q. What caused that stabbing ?—A. The white man was drunk, and
he cursed the colored man, and called him a damned son of a bitch.

Q. Who was the white man ?—A. He was behind the counter, trading

for the store-keeper.

Q. What was his name ?—A. I could not tell you what his name was.

Q. He was drinking, and got into this quarrel with the colored man ?

—

A. Yes, sir; and called the colored man a God damned black sou of a

bitch, and the colored man called him back, '' You damned white son of

a bitch," and the white man drew a knife and reached over the counter

and stabbed the colored man.
Q. What did they do with the white man ?—A. The colored men went

after him.

Q. Who were the colored men that went there after him ?—A. I could

not tell you who they were.

Q. Wiiat did they come after him for?—A. To take him before a

justice of the peace, I suppose, and have him tried.

Q. How many were there, white and black?— A. I suppose aboutten

on each side.

Q. Was the quarrel about that man being arrested and taken before

the justice of the peace for stabbing the colored mau ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Was there any conflict between those two bodies of white and
colored men at that time ?—A. They had some fuss, and they wanted

to take him out of the store, and the whites would not let them bring

him out of the store.

Q. W^hat was the result of that struggle to get him out ?—A. The
whites would not let them have him, and they just went off and reported

that the negroes wanted to raise arms.

THE DARKIES DID NOT GET ARMS—WHITE FOLKS MADE THE FUSS.

Q, Did the black men, in point of fact, go off and get arms to get

him ?—A. No, sir ; the darkies never went anywhere. The white folks

made the fuss, and they took a lot of colored men and put them in an

old store.

Q. How many colored men did they put in this old store ?—A. About

twenty of them, I am certain.

Q. Where had these colored men come from ?—A. They had the men
arrested, and these white men came there and said that they were not

going to take the colored men ; and they arrested a lot of colored men.
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ARREST OF COLORED MEN.

Q. How many came there ?—A. About fifteen or twenty on each side

;

and the white folks got the best of it.

Q. Did they fight?—A. Yes, sir; they passed shots.

Q. What did they fight with—guns or pistols?—A. Some with pistols

and some with guns.

Q. Who was hurt ?—A. Narry side. They put the colored people in

a great big old store and put guards around them, and three or four

white men got drunk and fired in among the colored men.
Q. Who were the twenty that were arrested and put in the old

store?—A. I could not tell you their names. It was in the upper end
of the county.

Q. You didn't know these twenty men ?—A. No, sir.

SOME DRUNK WHITE MEN SHOT IN AMONG THEM.

Q. How long did they keep them there ?—A. One night. There was
some white men got drunk and shot in among them, and shot one fel-

low in the foot, and some white man said that they should not shoot and
murder the negroes in that way, and stoi)ped them.

A WHITE MAN INTERFERES AND LIBERATES THEM.

Q. Who was that ?—A. I don't know.
Q. Don't you know him ?—A. ]S^o, sir. He said he was going to let

them loose; and he knocked the doors down, and they ran away. He
said that they could not come there and shoot among them and murder
them in that way.

Q. He opened the door and let them out of this store?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And they went away ?—A. And they went away.

Q. Where was that store ?—A. xVt Koliing Fork.

MURDER OF THE SEVEN BLACKS A WEEK AFTER.

Q. Then how long after that time did these twelve men whom you
have named come there and murder these seven black men?—A. About
six or seven days Irom that time.

THE MURDERED MEN WEKE NOT THE MEN ENGAGED IN THE ROW AT
THE STORE.

Q. How did that come about; were any of the black men that were
killed the men who had been concerned in this other row about the man
at the store?—A. O, no, sir.

GOING TO KILL OFF THE LEADING COLORED MEN.

Q. Wliat was the difficulty that led to the shooting of these other

men ; with whom had they had any quarrel ?—A. They didn't have any
quarrel, but they said they were leading men, and they were going to

kill them out.

Q. Wlio said that they were leading men, and that they were going

to kill them out?—A. They were the men I gave you the names of.

ABOUT MR. ELGIN.

Q. Where did you hear them say that?

—

A. I heard Mr. Elgin say

that in his store. He said they said that they were going to kill all

the leaders. He said that he knew that that would not do ;
that they

hired the colored i)eople to work for them, and lived otf their support,

and they wouhl not do that.

Q. Where does he live ?—A. He lives in Sharkey County now.

Q,. Wliere would be the post-olfice at which he gets his letters?—A.
Elgin's Store.

Q. Is he a country merchant?—A. Yes, sir.
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Q. He was present when these twelve men had this talk, and one of
them made this speech "?—A. No. He said they had a speaking at Rolling
Forks ; that they had a big meeting, like we would have, a meeting of

30, 40, or 50 colored men to make speeches—what we would want to
do. He told them that that would not do; to go to work and kill off all

the leading men. He told me who they were.

Q. You didn't eay that you heard these men make any speech I—A.
No, sir.

Q. He told you that he had been down at this meeting where this

threat had been made ?—A. Yes, sir.

HE BELONGED TO THE BAND THAT MURDERED PARKER AND BROOKS.

Q. Who is this Mr. Elgin ?—A. He belongs to the same band that
killed those three men that were killed that night.

Q. Which men were killed that night?—A. Noah Parker and Arthur
Brooks.

Q. They were two of the three 1—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Where were they killed ?—A. Near Mr. Elgin's store. They
brought them down on Sunday morning and gave them to Mr. Elgin
to guard until that night.

Q. They brought these men down to Mr. Elgin's, all three of them ?—A.
All three of them—there was Brooks, Noah Parker, and Moore; and they
told him to guard them until they came back.

PRISONERS TAKEN OUT AND KILLED.

Q. Whatcharge was thereagaiustthesethreemen?—A. They said these
men made threats what they were going to do ; and they asks them about
it ; and they arrested the men that same Saturday, and had them give
bonds for their appearance before a justice of the peace; and the men give
the bond. The men appeared there on Saturday but they didn't have
their trial, and that Sunday morning they took them away from this

constable, put them in Mr. Elgin's store, and kept them there until

Sunday night, wheu they took them out and killed them. They took
them from Mr. Elgin's store about half a mile and killed them.

Q. Who told you this ?—A. Henry Hagau told me so either the Mon-
day or Sunday in the store. Every Sunday morning I goes to Mr. El-

gin's store to get my drinks and cigars. I went there that Sunday
morning, and says I, "John"—I always spoke that way familiar to him,
because we were brought up together—" I want to go in and get
a drink," and he said, " You can't go in the store." I says, " What is

the matter now, John f He says, " I have got some men in there, tak-

ing care of them ; these fellows gave them to me to take care of until

they got back." Monday morning 1 went up there again, and he told

me that he gave these colored men to these white men and they took
them.

Q. Do you know who the men were who took these men out from this

store and murdered them "?—A. There were about 200 of them ; looked
like about 400 that Sunday that they raised the riot.

Q. They took three of them to Elgin's store Sunday morning and left

them there?—A. Yes, sir; and then they went down to the h)\ver end
of the creek to get the others. They shot the other three in a cotton-

patch, and then went and got the three from Mr. Elgin's and shot them.
Q. Who told you of these men being killed, and who they were, and

how many tbere were f—A. Henry Ilagan told me how Noah Parker
and they uas killed near his house. I saw the men that Sunday even-

ing, f c look^nl as though there were moj'e than two hundred ; they were
strung out two miles on the road, riding two ranks deep.
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Q. Men ou horseback f—A. Yes, sir.

Q. More than 200 men ?—A. Yes, sir ; more than 200 men.
Q. Where were these men from ?—A. They came from up the creek;

from Washington and Bolivar Counties.

Q. Had you ever seen these men before that time ?—A. No, sir.

Q. They were strangers to you ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did they say anything to you ?—A. No, sir ; they didn't say any-

thiug to me. They spoke to me very nice until that Monday that they
run me off.

THE SHERIFF OF ISSAQUENA WAS FEARED TO COME OUT.

Q. Who was the sheriff of the county ?—A. H. P. Scott,

Q. Is he a colored man f—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did he know anything of this ?—A. Yes, sir ; he knowed ; but he
was feared to come out. Some men went to him, and he told them that

he could not do anything.

Q. How do you know that Scott knew if?—A. Because the men that

ran off with me that morning said *hey saw Scott.

Q. Did you tell Scott of this ?—A. No, sir.

Q. Do you know that he had knowledge of it "?—A. O, Lord ! Yes, sir.

Q. Who was the coroner ?—A. I don't know, sir.

THE coroner's JURY AND THEIR VERDICT.

Q. Who held the inquest on these bodies?—A. I was appointed duly
by the justice of the peace after they killed this constable.

Q. Whom did you summon as a jury?—A. Wilson White, a brother

of mine, Louis White, Henry Hazen, and David Hunt.
Q. You summoned twelve men ?—A. I summoned six men. I don't

know who ihe other was now.
Q. Did you draw up a verdict ?—A. Yes, sir ; 1 had a verdict drawn

np and left there with the justice of the ])eace.

Q. What was the verdict f—A. It was wrote out when I left, "Killed

by white men, but unknown persons."

Q. That they had been killed, but by persons unknown to you !—A.
Yes, sir; by persons unknown to me.

Q. The jury were all colored men "?—A. All but one; Mr. David Hunt
was the white man on the jury.

Q. Have you heard nothing of this since that time ?—A. No, sir ; 1

never heard nothing of it since then ; I have seen plenty of people from
there.

ISSEQUENA CUT UP—A NEW COUNTY MADE.

Q. What did you hear from there ?—A. They said they made it go
democrat after the election there.

Q. At the election, how did it go*—A. It went republican, but they

cut the county up ; they ordered a new election, and the whole county
went democrat.

Q. Who told you that?—A. I saw it in the papers. My brother, who
is in Newton, read it to me.

Q. How was the county cut up!— A. They cut some of the lower
end of Warren County off and attached it to Sharkey County, and some
off' Bolivar County, and made it into another county. All the colored

people came up and voted the democrat ticket, and voted it just like

they had voted it all their life-time.

Q. When was this last election ?—A. About a month ago.

Q. What was the new county called ?—A. One is Sharkey, and the

other is Issaquena.
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THE COUNTY DEMOCKATIC NOW.
Q. Was there a new election in each of these counties ?—A. No, sir;

a new election in Sharkey.
Q. What was that election for?—A. Sheriff and clerks.

Q. You saj^ that that election has gone democratic?—A. Yes, sir.

They didn't poll but seven colored votes there. My brother Wilson,
who lived there, came and told me about it. I have got sisters up
there, and aunts and uncles.

Q. Whom did you leave in charge of your property ?—A. I didn't
leave anybody there. I didn't have time to attend to nothing; I gone
off and left it.

Q. Who has got it in charge do you suppose ?—A. I don't know ; I
was glad to save my life.

Q, Have you had any one sent up there ?—A. No, sir.

Q. Was this man who was examined here just before you your
brother ?—A. Yes, sir ; I could not go up there.

Q. Can't he assist you in claimiog your property ?—A. He can assist,

but what good would it do for him to go up there and they have got
everything in their power ? If he went up there he would get killed.

There was seven brothers of us, and four sisters.

Q. Where is your brother, Will son White, who came down to see
you ?—A. In Sharkey County. He would have had some of these folks

subpoenaed from there, but they would not testify ; they would not say
anything for fear. My brother wouldn't tell me hardly anything when
he came down. Of course, if he would not tell, he would not

Q. Does he advise you to return to that place to get your property ?

—

A. No, sir; he advised us not to come back to Issaquena County any
more.

Q. He is up there himself?—A. Yes, sir. I have been advised by
the folks not to go back there. Mr. Hunt told him to tell me not to go
back there.

Q. Mr. Hunt was not concerned in that affair ?—A. No, sir ; but they
made it their headquarters ; they camped at his house, and fed their

horses there in the yard.

Q. Were you at the election there in 1875, in the fall ?—A. Yes, sir

;

I was there at the election in Issaquena County. I was one of the
judges of election. I was always an officer there. At Issaquena County
the democrats didn't poll more than a fifth of the votes. We always
carried it. It was a smooth republican election.

Q. How was the election as to peace and quiet ?—A. Peaceable and
quiet.

Q. No trouble there, then ?—A. No, sir.

Q. These troubles occurred two or three weeks after the election ?

—

A. Yes, sir. The democrats ran them; we didn't get elected. They
didn't poll over 50 white votes in that. county. Our fellows polled over
600 votes. There was not 20 democrat votes, I think. Some of these

big plantations are ten miles long and nothing but colored people there.

Q. Can you read or write ?—A. No, sir ; my brother-in-law can read
and write, and has done my writing for me.

Q. What other office did you hold there ?—A. I was on the school-

board, but it was abolished.

Q. What else were you ?—A. Constable.

Q. Were you ever justice of the peace?—A. No, sir; my brother,

Phil Johnson, was justice of the peace.

Q. Whom did you send to the legislature ?—A. Jones, a colored man,
and Samuel Saunders, a floater—a colored man.

39 MISS
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Q. Do you know them pretty well ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Could they write "?

—

A. Yes, sir; both of them.

Q. Had you any white officers in the county ?—A. Mr. Mayer, he
was county treasurer, and Mr. C. Jeffers was county clerk. Those
were all the white ones at the court-house, and all the rest were colored.

Q. Did you own the land on which you were raising this cotton ?—A.
I rented the land from Mr. Hunt.

Q. Do the colored people in that county own much land, or do they
rent it ?—A. They rent pretty much all ; very few that owns any land.

S. J. H. GROSS—ISSAQUENA COUNTY.

Jackson, Miss., June 17, 1876.

PERSONAL STATEMENT.

Sylvester J. H. Gross (colored) sworn and examined.

By the Chairman :

Question. Where do you live?—Answer. In Issaquena County.

Q. In what part of the county ?—A. Mayerville.

Q. Are you living there now ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. How loug have you lived there ?—A. 1 have lived there the best

part of my days.

Q. Were you a slave before the war ?—A. I was.

Q. Have you acquired any education; any reading and writing?—A.
Yes, sir.

Q. Can you read and write ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. When did you learn to read and write?—A. A portion of it before

the war. I went to school since the war.

Q. Have you held any office in Issaquena County ?—A. I have, sir.

member of the board of supervisors.

Q. What was it?—A. Member of the board of supervisors.

Q. When did you hold that office?—A. In 1874 and 1875, and I hold
it at the present time.

Q. Do the board of supervisors appoint the members of the levee

board 'i—A. They do, sir.

Q. When did you make your last appointments?—A. In January,
1876.

APPOINTED member OF LEVEE BOARD UNDER A THREAT.

Q. What occurred in connection with those appointments
;
how were

they made?—A. Well, sir, the appointment was made under a threat.

Q. State all the circumstances as they occurred.—A. I suppose it is

the appointment you are particularly inquiring after now.
Q. Yes, sir.—A. Before that, I had been waited upon by a committee

of white men, who had asked me to resign my place as member of the

board of supervisors. In this committee was Captain Farrish and other

gentlemen ; I did not know them particularly.

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. What was Captain Farrish's first name ?—A. I do not know, sir;

I cannot tell you his given name.

A committee waits ON HIM.

By the Chairman :

Q. When did this committee call on you ?—A. I do not remember the
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exact date, but they waited on me as I knows 'long about in December.
I had turned my hands out picking cotton at the time, and I had taken
my ax and went down in the swamp to cut some wood to haul in the
quarters for my hands. This was about the time that this riot was on
the creek, and when I came out with my ax on my shoulder some of
the hands saw me coming, and they beckoned for me to go back to the
woods ; they told me to go back to the woods, and I said, " For what?"
They said, " There is a body of white men—they ain't out of sight yet
—just left here, inquiring for you." I said, " Well, I do not know ; I
have never done anything to any one, and may be killed myself, but I
don't think I have any right to go back to the woods ; I will go on and
see what they want."

I came on up to the house, and my mother, an aged lady, who was
there at the house, she said, " My son, I am sorry to see you come." I
said, " Why, mother f She said, " There is some men just left here

;

they said they wanted to see you ; that they wanted you to resign your
position, and that you had got to do it." I said, " Who were they^
mother ; do you know any of their names ?" She said, " I don't know
none but Captain Farrish. There was another gentleman with him by
the name of Colonel Keaps ; but they said that they wanted you to come
to town tbis evening, and that you must be sure and come."

"ALL THE MEN THEY HAVE SENT FOR NEVER GETS BACK HOME."
"And," said she, " I don't want you to go

;
you see that all of the men

they have sent for never gets back home." I said, " Mother, I have
no fear of anything; I have attended to my business as an officer, and I

have acted as a good citizen, and therefore I will venture to go and see
what they want." And I did so.

In the afternoon 1 got on my horse and went up to Mayerville, the
town where the county-seat is, and when I got there to Mayerville Cap-
tain Farrish—I stopped before I went to his office, and he met me on
the street and said to me as I was standing in the street, " Gross, 1

want to see you." And I said, " Captain, 1 intend to come over pretty
soon ; that is my occasion of being here now ; I heard you had been to

my house to-day to see me, and I came to see for what cause."

"NO FAULT TO FIND WITH YOU, BUT WE WANT YOU TO RESIGN."

When I went into his office, said he, "Gross, I have been to your
house to see you to-day, and the reason I went to see you is this : I was
appointed as a committee in a meeting on the Creek "—that was held down
at Eolling Forks, on Deer Creek—I don't remember the exact day that

he mentioned at the time; "I was appointed as one of a committee,
myself and Colonel Keaps," and two or three gentlemen that I was not
acquainted with, "to wait upon you and ask you to resign;" and said I,

" What for, captain ; what is the objection to me ?" He said, " jS^othing,

any more than we want to have a representation on that board of super-

visors." Said he, "You have made a good member and we have no fault

to find with you, but then we want you to resign."

I said, " I was elected a member of the board, and it was a fair chance;
there was a man from your side was a candidate against me, and I and
him were in the canvass together, and both stood at the polls together

until we seen the last vote polled and seen them counted, and he said to

me that I had made a gentlemanly and a fair and square run against

him, and I had beat him bad and he was willing to submit. I claim

that I was regularly elected, and I therefore declines to leave the office."

" BY GOD, WE SHALL GET IT BY FOUL."

He said, " Well, you won't resign *?" I said, "oSTo, sir; I will not." He
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said, "Gross, I have asked you this;" says he, "By God! I have asked yoo
this, and I have waited upon you, and we intend to have that office that
you now holds. If we can't get it by fair means, by God ! we will get it

by foul." Those were the remarks he made to me.
Said I, "Captain Farrish, it seems mighty curious for you to make

such remarks as that." He said, "We intend to have it, by God! I

have asked you to resign ; I went for you and waited on you, and I have
asked you to resign ; and what the result will be if you don't resign be-

tween now and to-morrow morning I don't choose to say here." Said
r, "Captain, that is pretty rough ;

it is so." Said he, "Well, by God! I

means it." Said I, " Well, if it is your intention to do anything, I am
but one man, and you ought to go and give me a man's showing." " Well,"

says he, "there may be a body of men here between this and daylight

j

they may be here before midnight, or 10 o'clock—I don't know when

—

but they may be here, and that will be the last of you." Says I, "O,
well, then, captain, I will look out for the trouble."

A GOVERNOR WITHOUT POWER.
I then took the boat and came here, and made my complaint to Gov-

ernor Ames—he was governor at that time—and he said to me that he
could not do anything for me ; that I either had to resign or stand the
penalty

; that he was powerless at that time. Said I, " Governor, I do
not know any one else to go to now, at the present state of things, and
I don't know hardly what to do;" and 1 went on back home from here,

and I got home on Saturday evening, and Monday was the first day of

January.
Here is one thing that I omitted: The governor said to me that if I

felt that there was any danger I needn't qualify on the first day of Jan-
uary ; that I had thirty days to qualify in ; and he said that I had better
wait, and probably before the thirty days elapsed things would be more
quiet and more safe than they were, and 1 came to the conclusion that
I would do so.

HOW A CANDIDATE WAS NOMINATED BY THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY TO
WHOM THE WITNESS FELT OBLIGATED.

On Monday, when it was the proper time for the board to qualify and
proceed to business, I was notified from the democratic party that we
was to meet; 1 did so. Of course 1 felt myself at that time somewhat
obligated to them at the present state of things, and on Monday
I goes up, and all the members of the board come there; and when
I came there on Monday he says : " Now I want you to meet for the
purpose of appointing the men whom we have selected to go to the
levee board, and then you will tender your resignation at this meeting.'^

This was Captain Farrish using these words to me.
Q. Was he a member of the board?—A. He was not; only a citizen

of the county. Said I, " If this is the object for which you propose to

commence business, I will not have anything at all to do with it." He
said, " Yes, you must

;
you must appoint these men to the levee board

whom we have selected." I said, "No, sir; if that is yonr purpose, 1

will get on my horse and go back home;" and I had got on my horse
and started back home.

GENERAL WADE HAMPTON'S ADVICE.

Gen. Wade Hampton had beard of the way that they intended to do.

Mr.William Anderson, who had been a candidate against me for member
of the board of supervisors, told him, and he had got him to go down, and
told him that he thought he could do a good deal of good there, and
he did go down.
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On this Monday there was an armed body of men there from the
Creek, with their arms on them, and they was there in town. And as I

started off Gen. Wade Hampton sent a man after me to tell me to come
back ; and I went back, and he told me—he says, " Gross, I have heard
a good deal of talk of you, and I am somewhat acquainted with you,
and 1 always thought that you were an honest man and a good officer;

but the way the thing is going on here it is not legal, and I have come
down here to-day to try and allay this difficulty. I was a general in the
rebel army, and 1 am not afraid to fight if I am called upon to do so again.
I am going to give you some advice as a man, and I hope you will take
it: That you go and call the board iu, and organize, and go into busi-

ness, and do business like a man."

AN OFFICE-HOLDER ASSERTS THAT IT IS HIS DUTY TO LOOK AFTER
THE INTERESTS OF THE MAJORITY.

He says, "If you will do that, you may rest assured that you shall not
be disturbed." I said, " General, I am afraid to do that, the way the
men are walking around here armed. If they gets us shut up there in
the room they will have us in a trap there, but as long as we are out we
have some chance." He says, " I will assure you that if you will go in

and organize your board and proceed to business you shall not be mo-
lested." I said, " Well, General, if I have got to go in there, and cannot
exercise my free sentiments, I don't propose to go in at all. I am a
legally-elected officer, and I have a right to exercise my own free senti-

ments about who I shall appoint or elect to certain offices. I have got
to look for the interests of the majority, and not according to the will of

a few." He said, " Well, that is so ; that is a pretty hard case ; but you
had better go in."

A QUIET ELECTION SCENE.

Sure enough, we went in and we took our seats. After performing the
oath and thoroughly organizing as we should have been, we went in and
took our seats. At this time they all crowded in the room—men with
their arms on them, and two or three pistols on them— with their pistols

in their pockets and their hands on them. They stood there and they
had a list of the two members that they wanted us to send to the levee

board on a piece of paper ; and Captain Farrish held that in his hand.
He said, " These are the men we want you to appoint on the levee

board, and you appoint them and we are satisfied that fur."

I took the list and looked at the names, and says I, "Captain, there

is one of these men was my own choice before I was requested in the

manner that 1 am ; but the other one I am not so well satisfied with."

OFFICE-HOLDERS WHO DID NOT WANT TO BE ASSASSINATED.

But the other members of the board then came to the conclusion that

they would just put them two men in, as under that situation. Of
course, we didn't want to be assassinated ; and 1 saw the situation and
the condition of things, and I just went with them, but I did it against

my will; and we did this, and just went on to other business.

These other men that was aspirants for the same position, they told

us that they saw our situation and the condition of affairs, and they said

for us to just drop their names, and not to offer them at all ; and we
did so.

Q. What offices were these other persons that you dropped candidates
for beside the levee board ?—A. Only that office at that time.

CAPTAIN FARRISH CONSISTED FOR RESIGNATION.

Q. What was done next ?—A. Well, that was about all that we done
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—to appoint tbese men ; and then the company commenced dispers-

ing, and we didn't proceed to any further business then, only adjourned
and left ; and yet Captain Farrish said to me that he should consist for

my resignation.

Q. What has been done about that ; have you resigned,.or do you
now hold the office ?—A. No, sir ; 1 have not resigned.

REDISTRICTED THE COUNTY.

Q. Has anything been said to you about it since by Captain Farrish
or anybody else?—A. No more than that meeting when the county was
redistricted. After the county was divided then we three members
that was left remaining from the old county—there was three of us,

which constituted a quorum—we had to meet and redistrict the county
in order to give five members of the board and five districts.

In that meeting Captain Farrish said to me that we would meet and
redistrict the county, and then all tender our resignations, and let the
whole county go to work and reelect the five members.

Q. What did you say to Captain Farrish in regard to that ?—^A. I

don't recollect anything I ever said.

Q. You have redistricted the county ?—A. Yes, sir.

AN OFFICE-HOLDER WHO RESIGNED.

Q. And has there been an election in the new districts ?—A. They
have been elections appointed, but they have not been held yet. There
was one of the members at that time did tender his resignation, which
made it three districts with vacancies.

Q. Who was the man that tendered his resignation I—A. John T.

Mitchell.

Q. A colored or a white man ?—A. A colored man ; and that left my-
self and Henry L. Mayer.

Q. Is Mayer a white man or a black man ?—A. A white man.
Q. What are his politics ?—A. I don't know what they are, sir.

Q. Don't you know what he calls himself; a democrat or republi-

can '?—A. No, sir ; I don't what he calls himself. I have never heard
him express himself.

ABOUT CAPTAIN FARRISH AND HIS FRIENDS.

Q. Has Captain Farrish, or anybody else, said anything to you since

that about your resignation ?—A. They have not.

Q. What was Captain Farrish's business?—A. He is a lawyer.

Q. Is his office at Mayerville ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. How old a man is he ?—A. I don't know his age ; but, from my
judgment, I judge him to be a man about twenty seven or eight years

old.

Q. How long has he lived there ?—A. I have known him for eight

years, nearly.

Q. Has he any club or company of men that supported him in his de-

mands, or did he seem to be alone in making these demauds upon
you?—A. When he asked my resignation there was three other gentle-

men with him, but I didn't kuow them. They were from the Creek, the

back part of the county at that time, and they were strangers to me.

Q. Any others there at the time that you know ?—A. Yes, sir; there

was a gentleman that came in at the time. Captain Farrish was in con-

versation with him, that I knew from birth—K. M. Smith, jr.

Q. How old is hef—A. About twenty years old.

Q. Is ho a native there ?—A. Yes, sir; a native there ; he was bred and
born right there in the neighborhood.



TESTIMONY OF S. J. H, GROSS. 615

Q. Why do you call Farrish, "Captain Farrishj" has he got any com-
pany there now ?—A. No, sir ; he was a captain, I believe, in the con-
federate army, and he goes by that same name now. It is a usual
way that men that was ranking from lieutenants up in the time of the
war—they are generally called by that name until yet.

A MAN OF SUBSTANCE NOW—A SLAVE BEFORE THE WAR.
By Mr. Cameron :

Q. Do you own any land, or stock, or farming-utensils ?—A. I do, sir.

Q. You can state what it is.—A. I owns horses, mules, cows, and a
portion of land ; and myself and my brother-in-law have bought a tract

of land, 580-some odd acres.

By the Chairman :

Q. Have you paid for it ?—A. Yes, sir ; we have.

Q. How much stock have you on it ?—A. I could not—to be truthful

about it, I cannot really tell you how many there is, for the reason that
they are bearing stock, like mares that bears colts, and they are grown
up in the forests out there, and the colts have born foals.

Q. How many do you think you have ?—A. Just to make a guess at

it, about somewhere in the neighborhood of ten or fifteen head.

Q. Of horses ?—A. That is of cattle and stock.

Q. Of all kinds'?—A. Altogether; cows, horses, and mules.

By Mr. Cameron :

Q. Have you acquired all this property since the war ?—A. You mean
become possessor of it 1

Q. Yes, sir.—A. O, yes, I have. Of course I had no right to hold
any property before the war.

Q. Who was your master before the war ?—A. My former owner was
old Dr. Stephen Duncan.

THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS—ALL COLORED.

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. How many members compose the board of supervisors *?—A. Five
members, sir.

Q. How many of them were colored people ?—A. During my time of
being in office it was all colored members until 187G.

Q. You mean uj) until the present year *?—A. Yes, sir ; they were all

colored members from the time I have been a member up until the pres-

ent year.

Q. All members of the republican party ?—A. Well, I could not say
they all were.

Q. You have been one of the board of supervisors of Issaquena
County for the last three years—1874, 1875, and the present year ?—A.
Yes, sir.

Q. Until when were these five men composed entirely of colored men

;

until what time "?—A. Until 1876.

Q. The first of January ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Before that time they had nothing but colored men on the board ?

—

A. They were all colored, right from the time of my being installed.

Q. How far from Mayerville do you live ?—A. The nearest route is

about five miles.

GENERAL HAMPTON'S TALK AND ADVICE.

Q. That is the county-seat *?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Where did you first meet General Hampton f—A. In the town of

Mayerville.
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Q. Had you known him before ?—A. O, yes, sir.

Q. Does lie own property there ?—A. He owns one plantation in that

county.
Q. How far from Mayerville ?—A. I could not give you the exact dis-

tance, but somewhere between four and five miles from Mayerville.

Q. On the river ?—A. Yes, sir ; on the river.

Q. When he met you did he speak to you ?—A. Yes, sir ; he spoke
to me ; that is, he sent for me.

Q. Sent a man for you "?—A. Yes, sir ; down the road for me.
Q. Be kind enough to state just what he said to you.—A. He said to

me like this : says he, " Gross, I have heard a good deal of talk of you,
and 1 have heard that you was a perfect gentleman, and was prompt to

attend to your business, and I heard of this trouble that has taken
place, and I have come down here to-day on that occasion j and I
want you now to call your board together and proceed to business. The
river is rising"—this I didn't give in my former statement, but I omitted
that. He says, "The river is rising now very swift, and we want men on
that levee board to go to work on the levee ; therefore, we are very
anxious for you to proceed to-day at once, and make the appointments ;"

and he says, " I hope you will apiDoint good men." 1 think he said, " I

have heard that they have asked you to resign ;" and he said " The good
citizens of the county don't know anything about that, and we ain't in

favor of any such doings as that."

Q. He said that the good citizens of the county were not in favor of
interfering with you ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And were not in favor of your resigning?—A. Yes, sir; he said

if there was anything wrong about that he proposed for the law to jus-

tify that.

Q. Did he say anything in regard to protecting you in case of any-
thing of the kind being attempted ?—A. He said that he had been a
general in the confederate army, and that he was not afraid to fight, if

he was called upon to do it. He did not say he would protect us, but
the impression was that he meant to protect us that day.

Q. To protect you in your rights and in your office ?—A. Yes, sir ; that
is the way I took the meaning of his words.

Q. He spoke to you kindly, civilly, and told you just what you have
said to us ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you say anything to him after that?—A. No, sir; he did not
appear after that.

Q. You had no molestation at all after that time ?—A. No, sir.

Q. He told you that if there was anything wrong they would look to

the law to remedy it ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. That he disapproved of this attempt to remove you from the
board ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And that the good people were opposed to that ?—A. Yes, sir;

that they were opposed to any such doings as that.

IMPORTANCE OF THE MAINTENANCE OF THE LEVEES.

Q. Is not the maintenance of the levee along the banks of the river

essential to the safety of the property of that county ?—A. It is, sir.

Q. Is it a difficult and expensive thing to keep that levee in good and
safe condition?—A. Of course, sir, it is.

Q. If any point on the levee is broken, is it not the same as if it was
all broken—like a chain with a weak link in it, which renders the whole
chain worthless ; so, if any point of the levee breaks, does not that
overtlow the whole country- as though a dozen points l)roke ?—A. I

cannot say that it does the whole, but it does a good portion of it.
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Q. I mean that it floods the whole country ?—A. No, sir ; it don't do
that ; but it does a certain portion of the country—the low land ; but
there is high and low land.

Q. You are between the Yazoo and the Mississippi Rivers
;
your county

lies between the two ?—A. Yes. sir.

Q. Now, if the levees break, would not your county be under water!
—A. A portion of it would be under water.

Q. A good portion of it ^.—A. Yes, sir.

Q. The most valuable portion ?—A. I don't know about the value

,

but I know there would be a great portion of it under water.

ENGINEEEING SKILL ESSENTIAL.

Q. Does it not only require labor but skill to properly attend to that
bank 1—A. Well, it do, sir.

Q. It would require some engineering skill to attend to that bank ?

—

A. Yes, sir.

Q. In other words, one man might spend a good deal of money to no
purpose, and another man would anticipate and spend but little to pro-

tect you"?—A. Yes, sir; I understand.
Q. What have you got to say in regard to that?—A. I don't know

any more to say in relation to that, only that it requires just what you
say. It was necessary to give a great deal of attention to them and to

have a good deal of skill.

Q. Have you in that county, since the war, suffered from want of skill

and knowledge on the part of those who composed the levee commis-
sioners ?—A. Not more than I have always seen at times before. It is

swamp-land, and it is very difficult in securing a levee there to keep
the water out, because if you secure it in one place it will usually

break in another.

Q. Has the tax been heavy, on account of the levee, upon the land ?

—

A. No more than it has always been, as I know of.

Q. Do you know what the taxes were prior to the war ?—A. I know
by referring to the minutes and records of the proceedings.

LEVEE-INSPECTOES' OTHER DUTIES.

Q. Were you ever a levee commissioner yourself ?—A. No, sir ; I was
not. I was at one time a levee inspector.

Q. By whom were the iuspectors appointed ?—A, By the levee board.

Q. What is the inspector's duty ^—A. In time of high water it is to

ride the levees, and particularly in inferior places, and see where it is

likely to break, or anything of that sort ; and he can call hands and put
them to work on it, and notify the commissioner in the district ; and in

case of emergency he can call out any number of hands within ten miles

of the levee.

Q. To stop the crevasse ?—A. To stop the water from coming in, and
prevent the danger.

RIVER RISING VERY BRIEFLY WHEN HAMPTON SPOKE.

Q. Was the river rising fast at the time that this conversation you
have detailed took place between you and Captain Farrish"?—A. It was
at that time.

Q. And didn't the banks at that time need inspection and care?—A.
They didn't; the water was not up to the banks at the time, but it was
rising very briefly, and there was a probability of its coming out; but it

hadn't come out at that time.

Q. But it was understood that the water was rising, and that the

banks needed tbis attention'?—A. Yes, sir.
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ABOUT THE SUGGESTED CANDIDATES.

Q. Who were the two persons proposed to you upon the paper handed
to you by Captain Farrish?—A. Judge Hayes was one of them.

Q. Who was the other?—A. The other gentleman was W. B. Brown.
Q. Were both i)arties known to you 1—A. No, sir ; Brown I didn't

know. I knowed him when I see him ; but I am not personally ac-

quainted with him.
Q. How far does he live from you I—A. On the back of the county^

out by Deer Creek, somewhere about KoUing Fork.

Q. Which was the one you had made up your mind to appoint when
Farrish handed you the names?—A. Hayes was the man 1 had settled

upon, as he was a large planter and landowner there, and lived right

on the river front; and I was of the opinion that he would have made a
very good levee commissioner, and that he would give his best attention

to securing and keeping the levees in good condition.

Q. J)o you know whether the other man was not a proper person to
appoint °l—A. No, sir ; 1 don't know that.

Q. "You don't know anything about that?—A. No, sir.

Q. When you came to vote, there were five persons before the board?

—

A. Yes, sir ; five.

"JUST A UNANIMOUS VOTE"—"ON THIS PRINCIPLE."

Q. How many voted for Hayes?—A. It was just a unanimous vote.

Q. Unanimous vote by voice ?—A. No, sir ; it was only just like you
would tear up five strips of paper and write a name on it; and they
were the only two names before the board at that time. The other
aspirants for the position, they asked us to drop their names and not to
carry them in at all.

Q. Then these two men were elected by your vote and the other four

with you ?—A. On this principle : we saw wliat the situation of things
was, and we didn't know what would be the result if we went against it.

Q. Had application been made to the other members of the board for

their appointment, as well as to you separately ?—A. That I am not
prepared to say, and I don't know that.

Q. As far as your knowledge goes, you were the only person to whom
Farrish had made his application ?—A. I saw him talking with the
others, but I don't know what he said to them, and there is one of the
members, I think, is himself here now.

Q. Did these two men who were elected that day enter at once upon
the performance of their duties ?—A. I don't know, sir.

Q. When was that f—A. January, '76.

Q. Do you know whether the bank has been kept up since?—A. I

know the country has been overflowed.

AFTER ELECTION THE LEVEE BREAKS, "AS IT USUALLY DO."

Q. Do you think that has been a defective bank?—A. This break has
taken i)lace in the levee as it usually do every jear. The levee breaks,

more or less, every year.

Q. Has it ever been a year without that?—A. Not as I can remember
at all since the war, and before the war.

Q. Do you know anything of the character of that break ?—A. I do,

sir.

Q. Was it different from other breaks in other counties?—A. Just as
other breaks, where the levees were insufficient to withstand the body of

water that laid against it.

Q. That li;is been the custom?—A. Yes, sir; even before the war it

was so.
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Q. What i^roportion of the property of the county is owned by white
people ?—A. Well, near all but a very little in that portion where I is

;

there is very little owned by the colored people, except some few own
some stock and a little land.

"WITNESS OWNS LAND, BUT DISREMEIIBEES THE INDEFINITE AMOUNT
HE PAID FOR IT.

Q. You said you and your brother-in-law had a tract of 500 acres ?

—

A. Yes, sir.

Q. What did you give for that?—A. I don't know as I could tell you
exactly, but I know it was somewheres over the amount of a thousand
dollars. I disremember, unless I had the papers.

Q. Who did you buy it from ?—A. A gentleman named Colonel Gil-

key.

Q. Does he live there still?—A. Yes, sir; he owns a portion of land
there himself right near, adjoining.

Q. How did you pay him for it ?—A. Paid him in cash.

Q. Had you been planting before that ?—A. All of my days.

Q. Had you been planting for yourself before you bought that land ?

—

A. I was renting land.

Q. How long had you been doing that?—A. Ever since 1869.

Q. When did you buy the land?—A. 1 bought the land in 1873.

Q. You paid him then $500 for your share, and your brother-in-law

the same for his ?—A. It was something over a thousand. I could not
remember the indefinite amount.

DUTY OF THE LEVEE-COMMISSIONERS.

Q. Have levee commissioners any power except merely to keep the

banks up; is that their sole duty?—A. So far as their power is con-

cerned, I am really unable to tell about their power, and their jurisdic-

tion over the levees. That I am not familiar with.

Q. It is their duty to keep the levee in good order and attend to it

;

have they any other duties ?—A. I don't know, sir, whether they have
or not.

Q. Have they anything to do with the elections ?—A. Nothing more
to do with them, as I suppose, than any other citizens.

Q. Has their business any other object than the protection of the

property of the county by keeping up the levees ?—A. Not as I knows
of.

Q. That is the only duty they have, is it, to keep that bank in order,

and keep the water from overflowing the county ?—A. I don't know of

any other; if they has any other, I don't know.
Q. Was there or could there have been any other object in these men

dictating to you whom you should jjut there than to see that men whom
they trusted had the care of that important work, that was protecting

their property?—A. I don't know, sir; I could not say what their

motive was. If it amounted to anything else-but that I don't know ;
I

don't know the particulars about their duties outside of these officers

as being these levee commissioners.

IDEAS AND RIGHTS ABOUT DICTATING NOMINATIONS.

Q. Was the idea of Captain Farrish in coming to you that it was the

right of the people who own the property that they should have the

say in regard to who should take care of the bank that protected

them ; was that the claim, that they had the property, that they owned
the great bulk of real estate on which they had to pay taxes to keep up
that bank, and as they owned the property and paid the taxes they ought
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to have a right to say who should take care of the levee ?—A. I don't

know as to the right.

Q. I am not asking you as to the right ; I only say, was that what they
claimed ?—A. He did not have that in his remarks at all when he
brought these parties before me—that that was the ground he wanted
them appointed on at all.

MEN NAIVIED, BUT NO KEASONS GIVEN.

Q. What did he say was the ground upon which he wanted them ap-

pointed *?—A. He only say that these were the men that, " We, the ])eo-

pie, has selected, and we want them appointed on the levee board;" and
he (lid not give any reason for saying that he wanted them ajppointed.

Q. One of the men was a man whom you knew yourself and wanted
to appoint ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. The other man was a man you did not know ?—A. No, sir ; I didn't

know him.

Q. Can you say whether he was a proper person for the office ?—A.
No, sir ; I cannot.

NUMBER OF BLACKS AND WHITES IN ISSAQUENA.

Q. How many colored people are in that county ?—A. I really don't

know.
Q. How many white people?—A. I don't know the exact number of

how many there is of either.

Q. How many do you suppose of the whites compared with the
blacks ?—A. I don't know, sir.

The Chairman. Issaquena County, by the last census, has 6,146 col-

ored persons, and 741 white persons.

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. You have got nearly nine colored people to one white person
in that county. In your appointments before that time, had you ever

consulted the white people at all about the persons that you put there?

—A. I had, sir.

OLD MAN BOB SMITH OFFERED AN OFFICE, BUT HE DECLINED; AND SO
DID THE OTHERS.

Q. Whom did you consult?—A. Old man Bob Smith, the father of

this gentleman I made mention of here before ; I consulted him, and
told him he was a man owning property there and had large possessions,

and I ielt it was the duty of some of them to be on that levee board;

and he said to me that he would not accept the position. I suggested

it to several other white gentlemen there, and I told them that 1 felt, as

the law made it the duty of the board of supervisors to make these ap-

pointtneuts, that they ought to appoint some men that owned laud on
the riverfront and would take an interest in keeping the levees up, and
keep up as good a levee as they could ; and at that time there did not

any one seem to care to accept the appointments at all.

JUDGrE JEFFREY ACCEPTS.

After that. Judge Jeffrey, he came before us and offered hisself as a
candidate, and there was no one opposed to him, and the board went
ahead and appointed him.

Q. Is he a good man ?—A. Yes, sir ; a very good man.
Q. Does he own property there ?—Yes, sir.

Q. Own a plantation along there ?—A. Not any plantations in that por-

tion, but in that county ; and some that are protected by that same
levee.
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RIVAL CANDIDATES FOR THE PLACE.

Q. Who were these aspirants you spoke of for that office ?—A. One
was one Jonny Joe.

Q. Who is he ?—A. White man ; and Judge Jeffrey, he was an appli-

cant for being re-elected.

Q. Who was the other ?—A. I don't remember the other gentleman's
name now.

Q. What did Joe do ; what was his business ?—A. He rents land in
the county ; a planter, I believe.

Q. Do you think he is a good man for the post?—A. I did at that
time; it was my opinion that he was a good man.

Q. Had Jeffords been satisfactory to the other land-owners there ?

—

A. That may be ; I don't know, sir ; I have not heard any complaints
against him.

Q. They did not nominate him, however, to you ?—A. ISTo, sir ; this

time was the first time that ever any person was nominated before this

board—at this last January meeting.

WHY HE NEVER COMPLAINED OF THESE FRAUDS.

Q. After this first threat was made to you by Farrish you went over
to see the governor of the State ?—A. Yes, sir ; I came down here to

see the governor.

Q. And he told you that he was powerless to aid you ; could do noth-

ing at all ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. He did not send you to his attorney-general, or tell you to take
any legal steps at all "?—A. No, sir.

Q. Have you made any complaint in regard to these frauds'?—A. jSTo,

sir; after 1 had come here to Governor Ames and saw him he did not

give me any instructions to do anything further. He did not see what
I could do.

Q. But you know there is another administration here ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. You have not been to ask them ?—A. No, sir.

Q. Have you since been molested ?—A. No more than what I have
told you was said to me in the redistricting of the county, after it was
divided up, by Captain Farrish. When I was examined by one of the

other gentlemen I said to them that, after the county was divided,

that left three members in the front

Q. On the river ?—A. Yes, sir ; and that three members constituted

a quorum ; and then we had to go to work by an act that was passed

by the legislature and redistrict the county in order to bring it in five

supervisors' districts. At that time Captain Farrish met me and told

me that we could go to work and redistrict the county, and then all of

us tender our resignations ; and let the county go to work and elect five

members, new out-and-out.

Q. Did the law require that ?—A. No, sir ; it did not.

Q. The law allowed the three to remain on until the end of their

terms'?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Has there anything been done about that"?—A. No, sir; nothing

been done in regard to that. We went to work and redistricted the

county, and ordered the election ; and there has not been any further

steps taken.

Q. Has there been an election for the other two '?—A. Not yet.

WHY A COLORED OFFICE-HOLDER RESIGNED.

Q. Did yoQ say that one of your associates resigned ?—A. Yes, sir

;

Mr. Mitchell.

Q. Why did he resign '?—A. I don't know, except he said the country
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was in snch a conditioQ uow they looked like they was bitterly opposed to
colored men holding office, and he was afraid ifhe continued in office there
might be something done to him, or he might be hnrted, and therefore
he would resign before anything was done. He made these remarks be-
fore the board.

Q. You have two supervisors, then, left; yourself and one other ?—A.
Yes, sir.

Q. And you will have an election of three more when ?—A. The board
has already ordered their election, and then you see there is the board
of registrars that has to appoint the day that the election will be held.

Q. That has not been done yet?—A. I don't know whether they have
done that or not.

Q. You have had personally no molestation ?—A. Well, no, sir ; no
more than just what that was said ; and, of course, what I heard I don't
propose to give that as testimony; but I have heard threats since that.

WHY WITNESS WILL RESIGN.

Q. From whom ?—A. I did not hear it myself, but from that I came
to the conclusion of resigning myself rather than for these threats to be
cone ; so I told them at the last meeting. I said to the sheriff and the
clerk that I was going to resign ; that I would tender my resignation at
the July term. There has not been any meeting since then. It is my
intention ; I am yet under that impression to resign, and I intend to do
it, because I have heard of threats, and I had rather resign than to be
hurted, or molested in any way.
Q. As a matter of fact, have you been hurt or molested in any way,

other than you have stated ?—A. Xo, sir.

Q. You have experienced no personal injury ?—A. No, sir.

Q. And no injury to your property ?—A. !N^ot at all.

Q. Do you know Scott, the sheriff" of your county?—A. I do, sir.

Q. How far does he live from you?—A. Right in the county-seat.
Q. Did you tell him anything about this application to you to resign ?

—

A. Of the ai)plicatiou that was made to me by Captain Farrish?
Q. Yes, sir.—A. I did not have to tell hiiu anything about that; but

he was there in town, and of course I talked to him upon the subject.

GOOD CHANCE FOR A COLORED OFFICE-HOLDER TO BE HURTED.
Q. What did he say to you ?—A. lie said to me that he would rather

have me not resign
; and he said, "If I were you I would not resign."

I said, " Well, Mr. Scott, I see there is a very good chance for me to be
hurted, and I would rather resign than for my life to be taken ;" and he
said to me that he would rather me not to resign; that I had made a
good officer, and he would rather see me hold on.

Q. He advised you then to retain your office?—A. Yes, sir; he did.

Q. How long since you saw him?—A. I saw him the other day, sir;

since the summons came to appear here.

Q. It was he who summoned you ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did he say anything to you about your resignation at that timet

—

A. ]So, sir; he only just said that he had a subpoena.
Q. Had he been down here then?—A. He had, and just come back, I

think.

Q. Did he have any talk with you about what he had stated ?—A. He
did not.

ABOUT FARRISH AND KEAP.
• By the Chairman :

Q. Is Captain Farrish a land-owner up there ?—A. No more than a
little tract of land there that he has got an office on.
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. Q. He is not a planter ?—A. No, sir.

Q. Does Colouel Keap own land ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. He was with Captain Farrisli ?—A. Yes, sir ; and the other gen-
tleman I didn't know of.

WITNESS DOES NOT APPROVE OF COMPULSORY NOMINATIONS.
Q. Even if these men, Mr. Hayes and Mr. Brown, were the best men

in Issaquena County for levee officers, do you consider it is a proper
way to do business, for men to go to the supervisors and order them
to appoint these men ?—A. No, sir ; I know it ain't.

E. F. WILLIAMS—ISSAQUENA COUNTY.

Jackson, Miss., June 17, 1876.

PERSONAL STATEMENT.

E. F. Williams (colored) sworn and examined.

By Mr. Cameron :
*

Q. Where do you reside ?—A. Issaquena County.
Q. How long have you resided there ?—A. I always resided there.

Q. Were you a slave before the war ?—A. Yes, 'iir.
'

Q. Have you any property there now 'l—A. Yes, sir.

Q. How much ? Eecite generally what your property is.—A. I have
got two horses, a wagon, and a half interest in two hundred acres of
land.

Q. Have you held any office in that county ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. State what offices you have held.—A. Member of the board of
supervisors.

Q. When were you elected a member of the board of supervisors ?

—

A. I was elected in 1871, and I have received an appointment from
the governor since that ; and then I was elected in 1875.

Q. Are you able to read and write ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. When have you acquired your education; since the war"?—A.
Yes, sir.

THE ROLLING FORK ASSASSINS WENT FOR WITNESS.

Q. Now you may state whether or not any threats were made to in-

duce you to resign your office. Just give the story in. your own way.

—

A. Some time in December, I don't remember the day now, but the first

they called a riot—I could not say whether it w^as a riot or not ; they
may call it a riot—occurred at Rolling Fork, the time that they killed

Parker and Brooks and those other men up there, I was advised by
some of my friends that I had better leave ; that they were coming after

me on Tuesday night. 1 told them that I didn't know about it. That
was on Tuesday morning. The news came to me again Tuesday even-

ing about twelve o'clock.

Q. What were you told ?—A. That there was a body of men coming
there to get me out and shoot me; and I taken their advice and came off

in the boat, and I laid over that night at Choctaw Landing. I was
informed that night that the men had come.

Q. To your place ?—A. Yes, sir ; came to the place and came down
to the boat and called for me. ,

A STEAMBOAT CAPTAIN SAVES HIM.

Q. How many men came?—A. I never seen them. I don't know ex-
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actly how many, but I know they came to the boat and the captain told

'

them that I had paid my fare on the boat and that I had gone to bed,

and that he w oukl not have me interfered with ; and they still insisted

that I should come out, and he insisted that I should not come out, and
finally they went back.

IS OBLIGED TO LEAVE HIS HOME.

Then, on the 1st of January, I brought everything away from there,

and quit.

Q. Where did you stop from that time to the 1st of January ?—A. In

Yicksburg.
Q. You staid there all the time ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. How far is that from your home ?—A. One hundred and ten miles

it has been called.

Q. Why did you remain in Vicksburg during that time?—A. I

was afraid to go back.

GOES TO QUALIFY AS SUPEEVISOR—ARMED MEN ORDER HIM TO NOM-
INATE THEIR CANDIDATES.

Q. Now go on and state what happened the 1st of January?—A. The
1st of January I went up and qualitied, having been elected.

Q. Where did you go to qualify ?—A. To Ma.\erville City, Issaquena

County ; and I met Mr. Gross, and the other two members of the board

of supervisors ; and I also met some men from the Creek there; and the

board went in to qualify, and tbose men went in at the same time.

Q. These men from the Creek ?—A. These men from the Creek.

Q. How many of them were there ?—A. There was between ten and
twelve.

Q. Did you observe whether they were armed or not?—A. Yes, sir;

they were armed ; they didn't have any guns, but they had their six-

shooters around them.
Q. Strapped around them ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. What happened when you went in to qualify ?—A. We went in

there to qualify, and they told me this: that they had certain business

for me to attend to.

Q. Who told you that ?—A. One of the men from the Creek.

Q. Were those men white men and democrats ?—A. White men,
supposed to be democrats; and he told me he had some business for us

to attend to, and I asked him what it was—at least the board did ; and
they told us that they had men to appoint to the levee board. I told

them that was our immediate business for coming up ; that we would
not be so urgent to be there on the 1st January if the law didn't re-

quire us to meet on the 1st day of January and appoint these men to

the levee board, and that that was our immediate business up there.

THREATENS LIFE IF HE DECLINES.

They said, ''We were appointed as a committee, and we have got

certain men that we want you to appoint." We told them that we had
selected the men that we were to ap])oint, and I believed they were

good men for that position. He then insisted again that I should ap-

point their men ; that we must do it, and then he told me that if we
didn't appoint those men to the levee board he could not guarantee my
life; that I would not be safe in going back to the Creek, and he could

not guarantee me my life if I didn't do it.

• SAME THREAT IF HE DOES NOT QUALIFY.

I told him that if that be the case we better not qualify. I says, -"II

that be the case, that I can't appoint the men that I think is jight tD
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the levee board, I don't tbiuk it is right for us to qualify ; we better
not qualify ;" aud they then insisted on it that we should qualify, and
repeated the same words, that if 1 didn't qualify that they could not
guarantee me my life.

QUALIFIES—OBEYS DICTATION.

Q. You did qualify, then ?—A. Yes, sir ; I did qualify, and the argu-
ment came on about the appointment of these men, and we were to make
no appointment without we could make the appointment that we had
selected, and the men we had selected to appoint; but, finding that
there would be a row kicked up, and probably some lives lost, they
withdrew their names as candidates, and told us that we had better do
as they said ; and on that ground we appointed the men they had
asked for.

THEN THEY RENEW THREATS AND COMPEL HIS RESIGNATION.

Q. Have you resigned your office since that time ?—A. Yes, sir; I re-

signed the same day, on the next day, 1 think. He came to me then
aud read my resignation ; he came to me before I had made those ap-

pointments, and said that if I made the appointment I would be safe,

and if I didn't make it I would not be safe ; aud after the appointment
was made he came to me then for my resignation, and said if I didn't

resign that my life would be in danger ; that there was certain men
there that thev could not manage.

Q. Who told you this ?—A. Mr. Hall.

Q. And under those threats you resigned, did you 1—A. Yes, sir.

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. This is the same transaction that Gross speaks of?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. You are the person whom he spoke of as being a member of the

board of supervisors with him ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Aud jou resigned under compulsion, as you state?—A. Yes, sir.

DERRY BROWi^—ISSAQUENA COUNTY

Jackson, Miss., June 17, 1876.

Derry" Brown (colored) sworn and examined.

PERSONAL STATEMENT.

By the Chairman :

Question. Where do you reside ?—Answer. In Issaquena County.

Q. Ho\^ long have you lived there ?—A. I have been there for the last

eight years.

Q. Where were you before that ?—A. I lived in Louisiana ; was bred

and born in Jefferson County.
Q. In this State ?—A. Yes, sir ; and at the surrender I was in Louisi-

ana. I came over here and staid down in Jefferson two years, and then

moved up to Issaquena, and have been there for the last eight years.

Q. What did you do in Issaquena %—A. Farmed.
Q. Do you own any land yourself?—A. No, sir; only a renter.

Q. How much land did you rent?—A. I was on a little place called

the Kehoe place; three hundred acres.

Q. Do you know anything about the killing of some people in Issa-

quena County, in December last?—A. Yes, sir.

40 MISS
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A GANG OF WHITE MEN CALL AT A PLANTATION AND ARREST SOME
BLACKS.

Q. Tell the committee what you kuow about it.—A. Along about
that time on a Monday or Sunday—the first commencement was on
Sunday—there was some white men that came down to my neighbor-

hood, ilr. Watson's place, and called for some boys, and called lor a good
many of the boys; had them on a roll and calhd their names at the

time they came; they was all in arms just the same as men were going
to war.

Q. How many were there that came ?—A. I could not say really, but
I think there was about twentj'. I think there was twelve or fourteen

in one gang and about ten in another.

Q. You say that they called a roll of the boys ; do you mean the colored

men ?—A. Called the colored boys; such ones as they wanted to get hold
of, they said.

Q. How many did they call f—A. They called Wash. Hamilton, a iel-

low by the name of Wade Hampton, and Jimmy Eobinson, Bill Hughes,
Dan Lawson, Jack Williams, and Silas Baldwin; them ones they called

at that present time.

NOTHING BUT YOUNG LADS.

Q. These boys that they called, were they men that had taken part
in i^olitics, or not ?—A. No, sir ; they was all lads, nothing but young lads

from eighteen to twenty years old about; and they said they caught
one of the boys that evening, and alter the boys seen them in arms there

was a great many of them got out of tbe way ; they got very excited

and got away. One of the boys tbey taken up out of that neighborhood
at that present time, who was Wade Hampton, and carried him along
with them up as far as Mr. Hunt's.

THEY WERE KILLED.

Q. How far was that?— A. That was five miles from that place ; no
person had any idea that they were going to kill him or anything of

that kind ; didn't know that they would kill him ; and next morning news
was that Wade was dead, and three other men that lived at Hunt's.

You see, the people were all very much excited—that was Monday
morning—we heard so many deaths at that time.

A WHITE GENTLEMAN SHEDS TEARS ON HEARING OF THE MURDER
OF A COLORED BOY.

Dr. Ellis, ]\rr. L. W. Watson, and myself were planning for me and
my brother, Charles Brown. We wore planning about the lease of a
place I was on, to arrange my business about that lease, and so on

;

and about that time Dr. Ellis came up at Onward, below nle, and at

that time a man came up and told Mr. Watson that Wade was killed

;

and at this Mr. Watson fell in tears and walked off from me at the same
time—he was a boy that he raised—then he walked back to me and
asked me to go and see i)ositive, was it so or not; so I wt nt up to near

Cammack to see whether it was so, and I found out whether it was so

or not ; and I came back and told him that it was positively so ; and
I met l)r. Ellis goiii^' up to see a man that they shot that same Sun-

day evening up to Cammack—this same set of men. He said he was
going uj) there to see him, and would be back directly to Mr. Watson's.

He asked me to wait for him until ho came back, and I staid there

and waited until he came back ; and he says, " I want you to go with

me and see these men and see if we cannot have this thing stopped.''

I told him, " All right." I told him it was very distressful times in the
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country uow, and that 1 thougbt I was standing in fear mightily to go
up tht-re ; and he says, " No ; if you go with me there you won't be in

danger."
THREE MORE BLACKS KILLED.

So I goes as far as Mr. Hunt's store—him and myself and Mr. Parker
Ferguson and Harrison McPherson and Wash. Hamilton ; and when
we gets up there we heerd talk of three more men being killed at that
time in another place up to the Sixteenth Section.

I said to the doctor, " It won't do for me to go any further, for these
men will kill me off jnst so;" and so 1 says, •' Well, I don-t know what
to do, really." "Well," he says, "it won't aid to go further;" and
shortly after that they all consulted there together. We had a good
many. The colored people were there ; and 1 asked them the cause of
the killing of those boys.

A WHITE gentleman's ADVICE.

I said this to Mr. Wright, who was a man that I had confidence in,

right in the presence ofa good many ofthem there: "What was the cause
of the killing of those people; didn't we have a jail here? We had
officers here in this county, and if the people had been so disagreeable
they could have deputized people, and carried them over to the jail; if

one man couldn't done it then they could have deputized others to carry
them, without killing them."

Mr. Wright says to me, " Well, Derry, it can't make two wrong things
be a right thing; the way to do this is to try and make a compromise with
them and decide the matter, and then bring it up, call a special term of

the court, and bring it up before the court."

A BLACK man's REJOINDER

—

COjMPROMISE SUGGESTED.
Said I, " Mr. Wright, that would be a very good idea providing that

you all would take an interest to do it
;
providing that you would go now

and arrest some of these men that done this damage, and let them come
before the court ; but you all would go on their bonds and smother it ui),

and let the matter be smoothed over in that way, and there would be no
trial ; that it would do no good to carry them to court."

He said, " That is the only way I see to get the thing decided ; to make
a compromise, because there will be a great many more of them killed."

I said, " 1 am for peace, and I tries to live inside of the law, and when
I gets outside of the law I don't ask for any protection at all."

Then John Elgin came up, and Mr. Elgin states, " Derry, I don't know
anything about these men going down last night ; I tried to keep them
back all I could." That is what he says to me ; and he says, " They came
up last night and said they shot a boy at Cammack, and they were sorry

for it."

I said, " Is it possible that these men told you that they shot him last

night, when theyshot him about 4 o'clock yesterday evening f He says,

"1 don't know what time it was; but then I sent to town for Dr. Ellis

to come and wait on him, and I would pay for him myself."

Well, I called the doctor out, and asked him right before Mr. Elgin,

I said, " Doctor, what time was it that man was shot at Cammack 1" He
says, -About five or four o'clock ; somewhere near that time."

Mr. Elgin says, " The best thing you can do is to try and make a com-
p.omise, unless you want to fight ; if you want a fight you can get a

'right."

I says to him, "These people here don't want any such trouble like
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is going on, and I say you ought to take more interest than you have
to prevent such carryings on. They have got nothing but their shot-

guns to kill squirrels, ducks, &c. What do you suppose they want to

go riding around through the country the same as desi)eradoes do?
'Ihey have got better sense than to do that ; they know that they would
be rebelling against the United States.''

He says, " Well, that is the only way to decide it, and we better call

a meeting for a compromise, and make a compromise of it. That is the
onliest way I see to get it decided." He says, " Well,Derry, you know
1 have been a friend to you." I says, " Yes, Mr. Elgin, and I have been
a friend to you, but you knows what kind of a man I am. I believe in

straight business ; I don't believe in trying to indulge my race in a wrong
thing any more than I wish you to indulge yours." He says, "Yes, I
believe that is true."

I said, " I am for peace and harmony ;" but the thought came over
me—I commenced to get afraid ; so I commenced checking my feelings

;

I saw them gathering. I suppose if I had went about half a mile fur-

ther I would have been killed at that time. So I said to him, " I am for

peace and harmony ; any time you will call a meeting amongst the col-

ored and white, I am willing to do what I can ; but I want to know how
you are going about it and what way you v.ant to make a compromise.
These men is killed, and killed wrongfully, and killed as though they
had been people burning down or doing sou)Cthing violent. We had
a jail that they could i)ut people in and let them be tried by the court;
and then if they were to be hanged, or killed, or shot down, they could
have been did so."

Then he says, "To make peace you have got to appoint men on a
peace committee— a])point so many men to go up and wait on the com-
mittee, on Colonel Ball," which was the president, " up to Rolling Fork."
He says, " You have got to go up to Rolling Fork and make a report,

and then you will have to abide by it." 1 said, " All rightj" and we all

weui oil".

WHITE AND BLACK CGMIMITTEES APPOINTED.

It was getting pretty late in the evening. I went down and tried to

get the people to understauil, according to what 1 understood from the
white people about making a compromise; and they appointed some
four or live from the dilfcrent places to go up and wait on the conmiit-

tee. The committee went u}) a Tuesday—that was on Tuesday morn-
ing ; and so many places compromised, but leaving so many men si)otted

to be killed ; to leaving so many men out to be killed, like saving you and
killing me ; so on like that.

Q. Was that the understanding between those two committees?—A.
That was the understanding between the committees.

Q. Who were on that committee?—A. Some of th^ colored people
and some of the whites.

Q. Who were appointed by the colored people to go toEollingForkf
—A. Andrew Hoy, Jack Hill, Jerry Carson, Wash. Hamilton, David
]\I. Mickey, and Philip H. Johnson.

Q. That makes six f—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Who were on the white men's committee?—A. Mr. Parker Fer-
guson, David Hunt, Captain Kehoe, and Dr. J. W. Ellis ; that is all

that I remember.
Q. Those are four ?—A. Yes, sir.

ABOUT COLONEL BALL, THE PREACHER.
Q. Where did these two committees go?—A. They all went up to

Polling Fork, before Colonel Ball, who was the president of these parties
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of the white men. He gave them these iiistructious to carry out what
they did.

Q. What iustructious were they ?—A. To go around and kill out the
men, I suppose. They all had to appear before liim.

Q. What was his first name ?—A. I don't know ; he was a preacher.
Q. What was done at the meeting before Colonel Ball ?—A. They

made a compromise there that all the people—certain people could
stay in the county, and certain ones could not stay ; and contined the
committee to catch certain ones and bring them up before him, Colonel
Ball.

Q. Who were the ones to be caught and taken before Colonel Ball f

—

A. A good many.
Q. Name some of them.—A. Bill Hughes is one, and George Will-

iams is another, and Frank Anderson and Fred. Bell.

Q. How many were there that were to be caught and brought before
Colonel Ball "?—A. Really 1 cannot remember the number, but there
were ten, 1 reckon.

Q. Now you spoke of some who were to be killed ?—A, Yes, sir.

Q. Were they the ones ?—A. They was the ones that was to be killed,

or abide by certain rules what they laid before them.

Q. What happened alter that meeting ?—A. Those people all had to

leave ; I had- to leave there myself.

Q. Were you one of the ten 1—A. Yes, sir; I am included in one of
the ten ; Charles Brown, my brother, likewise.

Q. What reason was given at the meeting of the committee why you
and your brother and those other i)eople were to be brought before
Colonel Ball, or killed ?—A. My belief is this about that : We had to be
brought before Colonel Ball because that they considered that we
didn't abide by the rules of the committee ; that is, to sanction the com-
mittee to go up and help the parties to organize a committee to go up
to meet Colonel Ball.

WHAT THE ASSASSINS OF THE EIGHT BLACKS PROPOSED AS A COM-
PROMISE.

Q. You were against compromising?—A. Yes, sir; I was against
compromising. 1 think they thought that 1 had a little influence

around me, by the way that I spoke to them, I suppose, and that was
the reason that they wanted to get hold of me

;
particularly more so

than they did any of the balance.

Q. What did they want to compromise ?—A. They wanted to com-
promise in killing those eight men that they killed; I think it was
eight.

Q. That is, so there should he nothing said or done about it ?—A.
Nothing said about it ; that everything would be decided by them;
and when these didn't abide by the rules that they had laid down, that

the committee had made, they would have to be served like the balance
of them.

Q. What was done ; were those ten men caught, you and your brother
and the rest?—A. No, sir ; none of us was caught but myself; they
scattered all over the country. I have been caught.

WITNESS ARRESTED AND LODGED IN JAIL.

Q. What was done with you ?—A. I was put in the work-house in

Vicksburgh about six weeks afterwards, and I staid there about four

hours, and then I was handcuffed and put chains on to be carried back
to the Creek to be killed. I supposed that, and I got Judge Lea to

come and wait on me at Vicksburgh. I got him to wait on me, and
that is the reason why I have got loose to-day so 1 can be here.
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Q. Judge Lea released you?—A. Yes, sir; he had ine carried to the

city marshal's, Johnny Woods, and asked them what right they had to

have me arrested 5 and finally he had me turned loose, after he looked

at the affidavit that they had against me ; and after he done that, the

man that had me in charge, Tom Groom, went up and got Captain

Speers to go before Squire Mound, in Vicksburgh, and make out a war-

rant for my arrest; and Judge Lea went up there and waited until he

got the warrant made out and swore to it, and asked the justice if I

could not give bonds for my appearance at the circuit court ; and he told

him, " Yes ;" and by that I am here today—just on that account.

Q. You gave bonds!—A. Yes, sir ; I gave bonds for my appearance

at the circuit court; and 1 went up to the circuit court in Issaquena

at the time the court was in session ; but there was no person up there

to appear against me.

Q. Do you know a Col. William Givens ?—A. Yes, sir.

ABOUT COLONEL GIVENS.

Q. Did you have any conversation with him ?—A. Yes, sir; I met hira

before that. I met Colonel Givens in Vicksburgh before that.

Q. What is he, a democrat?—A. Yes, sir; I was with some of my
fellow mates, boys that I lived close by in Issaquena, and he walked up
and spoke to them, and shook hands with them, and didn't shake hantLs

with me. So afterward 1 called him in the office and said, "Colonel,

what sort of a way is that you treated me?" He said, " Well, 1 under-

stood that you we're going to kill Mr. and Mrs. Watson." I said, "Colo-

nel, that is not so ; 1 never made any such threat like that since I have

been born. I have always tried to live a peaceable and harmony life, and
I tries to live respectable and treat every man respectful. You might
have asked me about it rather than treat me that way."

So I got a letter from Mr. and Mrs. Watson, that they never made
any such report about me at all, and I handed that to him and asked

him to read it. In that letter he said, " It is a damned lie, which some-

body or another got up about you, and I am going to find it out ;" and
then he went on to say that at the time that Hooker was up there

Q. Was he the candidate for Congress ?—A. Yes, sir. He said the

time when Colonel Hooker was there making a speech, this same fia-

grance would have been in hand that day, but that the boys were not

ready. 1 says, "Is that so?" He told me it would have been so; ''You

fellows would have seen hotter times than that if it hadn't been just at

the time that they did it." I said, "I don't know of anything of the

kind; I thought that this was about the peaceablest county we had
;

that the people were prospering and trying to make a living in this

county."

WITNESS TO BE KILLED BECAUSE HE HAD GOT A LITTLE COURAGE
IN UIM.

He says, "That is what you fellows have got to do, if you knows
well ; we all wcm't be controlled by you damned republicans no longer

;

we don't intend to be controlled by you no longer; th(mgh I don't live

in that county, and I have not got anything much to do with it." He
said that they all wanted to elect Mr. Watson—tliat was an old gentle-

man there—"for treasurer; " but," he says, " I am not firm anyhow; I

would just as soon have a damned dog as to have him." He sai<l,

" Well, your best plan is to stay away from there ; if you ever go back

there they will try to kill you
;
you have not done anything particular

;

but they think you have got a little courage in you, and they will turn

out and kill you." I told him that 1 thanked him lor his advice.
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PROPERTY LEFT BY THE WITNESS.

Q. Have you beeu back there to IssaqueDa?—A. No, sir.

Q. Have you got auy property there now %—A. Yes, sir ; some of it

up there. 1 have got three head of stock of cattle kind of my own, and
I had over four hundred bushels of corn, and a house full of fodder,

about two thousand bundles.

Q, What has become of that %—A. The people has got it all in their

hands pretty well up there.

Q. They have taken it away %—A. Yes, sir.

Q. You have not received anything for it %—A. I have not received
anything for it j and I had about thirty bales of cotton.

Q. What has become of that"?—A. I tried to make arrangements
with a man who I owed the rent to, and give him a power of attorney
to go over there and arrange so that I could come up and gather my
cotton; but he went over there and they would not accept of him ; and
they ask him if he was coming to defend me otherwise in my course

;

did he wish to take our property % And he told them, "No ; I believe the
boys just wish to get their money matters right, if you men don't want
them in the country." Then he said, " I have no objection to their get-

ting their money, but they had better not come back there no more."

That was Mr. Joe Robinson; he remarked that to Mr. Thomas Hunt.
Q. Mr. Thomas Hunt went up there for you ?—A. Yes, sir

;
I had 12

bales of cotton lying in the gin, and there was another man trying to

get it, to get the rent from me, and he was the proper man to pay it to. I

also tried to get him to help me get my corn and my hogs. I had
twenty-two or twenty-three hogs, and my fodder, and thirty-three bales

of cotton I had all ginned out. I never has recovered anything at

all for it.

Q. Are you afraid to go back there %—A. Yes, sir : I am afraid to go
back without alteration. I am not afraid to go back, but I would not

like to go back there without there was some alteration in the county,

and in which it is very doubtful, because, anyhow, all over Mississippi

State, I believe

Q. Did they charge you in Issaquena County with committing any
crimes %—A. They never has.

CORNELIUS WASHINGTON KILLED.

By Mr, Bayard :

Q. Had there been before this time, before the killing, first of these

three men, and then the other three, any riot or trouble there between
the black people and the white people %—A. Well, they had killed one
boy. Mr. Elgin told me this Friday three weeks ago in Vicksburgh. I

met him there, and he said that Harrison Smith, who was a justice of

the peace there, issued a warrant for him to go and bring a man by the

name of Cornelius Washington—to go and arrest him. I don't know
on what ground they arrested him ; I can't say positive ; and he said it

was about 10 o'clock at night, and he went to Cornelius's house, and
Cornelius came on out and stood a piece from his horse, and Corne-

lius told him he was going to get his mule, and go to Kolling Fork
with him, and as he went to get his mule Cornelius ran, and he then

shot him. He was shot four or five times.

Q. Who was Cornelius ?—A. A colored man.
Q. Who was the man that shot him I—A. A white man.
Q. W^as he a sheriff or constable?—A. No, sir; no officer at all.

Q. What warrant had he?—A. I don't know about the warrant,

but I say he was uo sheriff, or constable either.
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Q. Had he a warrant from the justice to arrest this man ?—A. That
is what he said.

Q. Had he in fact?—A. No, sir j I really don't know; lam myself
confident he didn't, because

Q. What was Cornelius charged with ?—A. I don't know that.

Q. Had he done anything wrong?—A. Nothing that I knows of.

Q. Who was the justice from whom he said he got this warrant?—A.
Harrison Smith.

Q. Who is he ?—A. A colored man.
Q. Did he issue the warrant?—A. He says he didn't do it.

Q. This person, then, went up under the pretense of having a warrant
to arrest Cornelius?—A. Mr. Elgin said that himself. He told me that
he shot him ; he told me this Friday past—yesterday was three weeks
ago—in Vicksburgh.

Q. Why did he say that he shot this man ?—A. Well, he said that he
ran from him ; he said he had a warrant for him.

Q. Did he say what offense Cornelius had committed ?—A. No, sir.

Q. Did he say what the warrant was for?—A. No, sir; they was
goijig around taking up a good mauy men at that time.

ARRESTED FOR INCITING RIOT.

Q. When you were arrested at Vicksburgh, who was Tom. Groom,
who made the charge against you ?—A. Just a carpenter what had been
up on the Creek at that time, and he was implicated with these men

—

those that was riding around through the country at that time; and he
had taken me up, supposing to gain a prize with the party

;
just to have

it said that he ha<l taken up a good man, and 1 think he done it in order

to gain ])raise.

Q. What justice of the peace did he go before?—A. He got a police-

man, Johnny Woods, of Vicksburgh, and taken me over and carried me
to the work-house.

Q. What writ did they have?—A. Got that from David Mickey, one
of those men that is on this committee. Stays at Georgianna Hunt's
place; that is what the warrant said.

Q. What did he charge you with in the warrant?—A. He said I was
inciting riot.

Q. In Issaquena County?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And they had you arrested in Vicksburgh for that?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Who was this Judge Lea tliat came to your aid ?—A. He used to

be an artorney tliere in Vicksburgh, and has got only one leg.

Q. What is his first name?—A. 1 don't know any more than Judge
Lea.

Q. Is he a lawyer?—A. Y''es, sir.

Q. Where were you handcuiied ?—A, In Vicksburgh.

Q. By whom?—A. By the work-housekeeper.

Q. Who is he; do y«^u know his name?—A. No, sir; but Johnny
Woods is the man that taken the handcuffs off me at his office.

Q. Who set you free ?—A. Judge Lea did.

RELEASED BY JUDGE LEA.

Q. Before whom did he take you ?—A. Judge Lea had me turned
loose in the morning, because he said that they had no right to take me
up tliere ; and then, after that, they had me in Tom. Groom's hands to

carry me up on the creek ; they had got me handcuffed, and were about
to carry me aboard the steamer Delia, to carry me up to the Creek, and
at that time 1 went by the marshal's office and I met my attorney there,

and he asked Tom. Groom what right he had to have me arrested, and
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asked him if be was a constable or deputy sheriff, or what he was ; and
he says, "Only temporarily, sir." He says, "Well, I advise you, then,

to turn Brown loose
;
you have no right to have him arrested, a bit more

than you have me." 1 suppose he had been talking with Mr. Wood be-

fore I got there ; and so he turned in and turned me loose.

Q. What did you say about your going back again and giving some
bond to appear before the court?—A. And then, after they turned rae

loose, Groom went before Squire Mound and got Captain Speers—what
is here—got him to make out a warrant for my arrest before Squire
Mound ; and Judge Lea went over to a justice's office to see him to have
me released, and he afterward went out of that office and went to the
Squire Mound's office, and found him there making out this warrant;
and he said that I would give bonds for my appearance at the circuit

court or any proper court ; and so Squire Mound granted him the privi-

lege of my giving bonds, and I did so.

Q. How much ?—A. 1 gave $250 bonds.

Q. Where did you have to appear under that bond?—A. In Issa-

quena, before the circuit court.

Q. Did you go'?—A. Yes, sir; I did.

Q. What was done with you "?—A. Nothing done, more than a good
deal of expense.

Q. You were discharged ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Then where did you go?—A. 1 came on back down the river again,

and 1 have been working around about Vicksburgh ever since. I have
not been stopping anywheres particular. 1 went below Vicksburgh
about twenty-three miles, and I tried to farm there this jear, but 1 have
not done anything; the waters has been over my land,

Q. You left your place up Issaquena last December?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And have not been back since, to stay ?—A. No, sir.

Q. Are you married ?—A. Yes, sir; I have a wife and four children.

Q. Where are they ?—A. Down there with me, where we are stopi)ing

now.
Q. You brought them away from Issaquena ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do these men, Andrew Hoy, Jack Hill, Jerry Carson, &c., this

committee of black men, live there now ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. All live there ?

—

A. Yes, sir ; that all lives there now.
Q. Where did Parker Ferguson, David Hunt, Captain Kehoe, and

David Ellis live?—A. I don't know where Captain Kehoe lives now;
he is in Memphis, but he was on that committee at that time.

ABOUT THE ARMED AND MOUNTED WHITES.

Q. Where did the men whom you saw there, these mounted men—you
said you saw twelve or fourteen—live?—A. These men lived there, the
largest part of them.

Q. Where does Parker Ferguson live ?—A. In Issaquena.

Q. Where is his post-office address?—A. 1 don't know, sir.

Q. What does he do?—A. Farmer.
Q. Where does David Hunt live ?—A. A farmer on Georgian na plan-

tation.

Q. Where is Captain Kehoe ?—A. In Memphis, I reckon.

Q. Is he a Mississippi man ?—A. A Tennessee man.
Q. Nothing to do with that county ?—A. No, sir.

Q. Who IS Dr. Ellis ?—A. He was living at Onward at that time
with Mr. Ferguson, and is a doctor, and has got no land.

RESULT O? THE ROLLING FORK CONFERENCE.

Q. Y^'ou didn't see these committees when they met at EoUing Fork 1

—A. No, sir ; I saw them when they were adjourned.
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Q. Had the colored men met then "?—A. They all met togetlier.

Q. The colored men met this white committee?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. What was the result of that meeting^—A. The result of that meet-
ingVas there was so many men—they compromised for so many men ; and
so many men were left out to be brought up by the committee to Colonel
Ball, who was the president—like this committee authorized a president
of the committee, and you all setting, and so many to be brought up
before this committee; that is, some eight or ten ; myself and some more.

Q. When and where was that committee to sit!—A. At EolliugFork.
Q. When !—A. It sat there for so many days afterward.

ABOUT COLONEL BALL.

Q. Who is Colonel Ball?—A. I can't tell you; they just call him
Colonel Ball; he has been preaching there; 1 reckon you can get his

name here in Jackson.

Q. What was his first name?—A. I only know him as Colonel Ball.

Q. Where does he live; where is his home?—A. In Tennessee, I think.

Mr. Groom told me that he had gone back to Tennessee.

Q. Did you understand this to be an association of which he was the
heiid ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. How many were in it in this association of which Ball was at the
head?—A. I can't tell you really. I think a good deal of the Missis-

sipiiians was in it; that is, all the democrats was in it. He was at the
head of white folks, laying plans for them.

Q. And he lives where?—A. He was at Boiling Fork at that time.

Q. What I want to find is where Colonel Ball is and who he is

—

something about him.—A. I can't tell you nothing about his name any
more than ''Colonel Ball."

Q. Have > ou ever seen him ?—A. Xo, sir ; I never seen him. He
preached at llolliiig Fork—Mr. Featherston knows him, a young man

—

his mother is at Vicksburgh.—.Mr^. White—Mrs, White is his wife's

mother—and he preached there with him several times. I think really

that Colonel Ball was at the head and gave orders, same as a general
would do to soldiers, and so on.

Q. How many had he under him there ?—A. I don't know, sir. The
boys said there was something like two or three hundred there at Eoll-

ing Fork at the time when they went u[> there, spread all along—pick-

ets all along the way as they went up, about five or seven miles; and
they had to go through their pickets to get to liolliug Fork.

Q. You mean this committee when you say "boys;" these seven men
you have named ?—A. Yes, sir; they said they had to go through the
l)ickets to go on up, and when they got there they insisted that they
could not do anything more than agree with whatever was said.

Q. When was this ?—A. Aloug in December, I can't say what time
exactly.

Q. You cannot tell any better where this Colonel Ball is to be found
than you have stated?—A. No, sir. After I came to Vicksburgh this

Tom Groom said to me, "You was one of the parties that tried to start

a riot in Lssatiuena." I says to Mr. Groom, "How could I have started
the riot when I just got home that Saturday night? 1 had been away all

the week, and J got home about one o'clock on Sunday morning; don't
tell me that I started any riot."

Q. Who is this man Groom?—A. Nothing but a carpenter; stops at
Vicksburgh generally, but he was up on the Creek at the time the riot

was. He is there now
; he went up there last Saturday. He says, "This

Arthur Brooks came down after you and your brother." I said, " He didn't
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do auy such thing;' and then I stopped my feelings—checked myself
right oU, and said, "Look here, you say Arthur Brooks came after me
and my brother: what side of the Creek did he come on ; did he come
by Watson's or Hunt's f He said, " He came on the opposite side of the

creek from your house." Then I said, " How do you know he came after

meF
WITNESS IS NONE OF YOUR DESPERADOES.

He said, " Well, I know be came. They said you said you would not
be satisfied until they had killed five or six white men, one for every black
man who was killed." I said, " I never made any such remark as that.

1 want you to understand lam none of your desperadoes. I works for

my living ; I tries to help people as 1 wishes to be helped myself, and I

don't want you to stain me with any such conduct; and, furthermore,
if you wanted me out of the county you mowt have give me a chance
to go there and get my property before you makes any such a state-

ment as that, and then if I could not stay in the county give me a
chance to get my property together. I had to leave there like a dog,

and leave all my property for you up there." He said, " No person
wants it except Mr. Wright, and he wants your produce to ship." I

says, " I have been doing business with Mr. Wright three or four

years, and 1 want you to understand that he is as good a man as there

is, and he has not cheated me at all;" and, if he had, I was satisfied with
what I got anyhow, and that he needn't throw any of his slurs at him
like that.

WITNESS GETS THE BETTER OF ME. GROOM.

He walked off from me and then came back and says, " What word are

you going to send by mef I says, "I don't want to send any word by you
at all, sir." He says, " How are you going to arrange your business f
He says, " If you had come backthere, Brown, I just tell you I would have
tried to have killed you myself; I was going to try to doit ; I was intend-

ing to do it," and all this kind of thing. Said I, " Mr. Groom, that is poor
policy. Would you kill an innocent man without giving hiiu any chance
to make any statement 1 That is poor policy. 1 have got the advantage
of you here. Why don't I try to kill you ? Here I am talking to you
like a man. Why don't I try to kill you ?"

GEOOM'S WILL MAKE IT DAMNED HOT FOR WITNESS.

He says, "I will make it damned hot for you if you go back home."
I said, '• i\Ir. Groom, 1 let you know this, when I live inside of the law
J look for the protection of the law. I endeavors to keep inside of the

law and to abide by it, and 1 almost as soon would be dead and buried

as to have a man oversee me something like my old master used to do
j

that goes pretty hard."

WITNESS DENIES THE CHARGES AGAINST HIM.

He says, " Well, what do you want me to do f" I said, " You can say
anything you want to about me, but I say that the crimes you accused

me of I denies them. I denies that I ever said what you say. I didn't

say I wanted to kill anybody there."

won't go back LIKE A DOG, A RUNAWAY.
He said, " Well, I am going back, and I will write back to your

merchant a letter that will give you real satisfaction."

About two weeks or three weeks 1 went back down to Vicksburgh
again, and I met him there again, and he was sitting down in the store

•where I had business, and I says to him, " Why didn't you write the

letter back that you promised to f' He said, " 1 didn't intend to do it j"
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and we sat and talked awhile. " Well," I says, "Mr. Groom, it is all

right 5 I don't intend to go back to the Creek, unless 1 can go back
like a man, and not go back like a dog, a runaway. If I have got to

take to the woods, I have got to know that I have got no protection in

the county, then I will take my chances in the woods, like a runaway or

a deer ; but I don't care about going back up there as if I was a run-

away."
GROOM ARRESTS HIM ON A WARRANT.

He says, " That is so ;" and we sat and talked a while, and he got up
and walked away from nie and walked out of the door, and got a city

marshal, a constable or policeman, to come up there, and they made out

a warrant.
He says, " 1 have got a warrant for you." I says, "A warrant f He

says, " Yes." I just walked outside of the door and looked at him and
stepped right back inside of the door, and I says, " Mr. Miller, 1 wish
you would fix up and give bonds for me, if you please ;" and he says, " I

will try and arrange it;" and he went up and got Mr. Luke Lea for me,
and he came there and looked over my papers and letters, and said,

"Well, Judge Hill aiut here, neither is Judge Brown, and I don't kuow^

hardly what to do for you at this present time." I says, " Well,

Judge, you must fix it somehow or another ; it is a case of necessity, for

if you don't make some ]>rotection for me, these fellows are going to kill

me. See if you can't get Judge Brown from Jackson." He said he
would write over for him immediately, but he didn't know as he would
come as he was holding court; but he says, " 1 will try and fix it up ; I

will go to dinner, and 1 will come back and try and fix it up for you iu

son)e way." I said, " Don't be too long about it, for these fellows are

fixing to kill me."
They put hobbles on my legs, and handcuffs on me, to carry me to

the Creek after I was turned over into Groom's hands. 1 said, "Mr.
Groom, you told me a while ago you were going to aid me all you could,

and you guaranteed me that you would aid me, and now you come and
put hobbles on me as though 1 was a prisoner condemned to death. I

would rather you would kill me, and be done with it, than to be fixed up
iu that way. 1 would just as soon be killed outright." I said, "You per-

secute me like as though 1 was a prisoner." He said, " Y'^ou are a pris-

oner." I said, " On what ground! 1 have not killed anybody. If I

have got to be took up in this way, here is a jail; put me in Warren
County jail ; I am willing to be put in jail, or you take me up to Issa-

quena and i>ut me in jail." He says, " iS^o ; 1 want to carry you out ou
the Creek;" and I says, " You are not fixing to do a thing with me but

lust to kill me, and you won't give me a chance for a trial ; that is all I

want, and then if 1 am to be killed I will take my chances for it." 1

said, "Carry me to the marshaTs otfice;" and 1 then when 1 got them to

go to the nmrshal's olfice with me, 1 got to see my attorney there, and
by seeing him there 1 was relieved iu my feelings, and also got the

handculfs oft" me.
Q. Was there anything ever done with this man Groom?—A. No, sir;

nothing at all. I). B. Ball was one of the men who made affidavit

against me before Dave Mickey.
Q. Did Ball know anything about it?—A. He was the one that made

affidavit, and he must have known all about it. He was the man that I

expected to meet at the circuit court.

Q. When you came up there, he was not there?—A. No, sir; or any
of the others. He was the first one that made affidavit out, and theu
he got Captain Spcers to make another prosecuting affidavit against

me to carry me up to the creek.
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WILLIAM S. FAKEISH—ISSAQUENA COUNTY.

Jackson, Miss., June 19, 1876.

William S. Faeeish sworn and examined.

PERSONAL STATEMENT.

By Mr. Bayard :

Question. Where is your residence ?—Answer. In Mayerville, Issa-

quena County.
Q. What is your profession ?—A. An attorney-at-law.

Q. How long have you lived in Mississippi ?—A. Since the day of
my birth, about thirty-three years ago.

Q. You were born here ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. How long have you lived in Issaquena County ?—A. Between five

and six years.

Q. Do you live there still ?—A. Yes, sir,

Q. Were you there during the canvass and election of 1875?—A. I
was, sir.

Q. Did you take part in that canvass ?—A. I did, sir.

QUIET canvass AND ELECTION IN ISSAQUENA.

Q. Will you state to this committee the general character of that

canvass as to peace and good order?—A. I never saw a more peaceable
canvass in my life, and never saw a more quiet election.

Q. Did you canvass the county yourself ?—A. No, sir, I did not; but
at different times during the canvass I was in different parts of the

county.
NO VIOLENCE OR INTIMIDATION.

Q. Will you state whether, to your knowledge, there was any act of

violence or intimidation toward lawful voters in that county ?—A. None
that came under my observation ; none that I heard of. If there had
been, I would have heard of them.

Q. Where were you on the day of election ?—A, At Mayerville, the

county-seat.

Q. What was the character of the election on that day ?—A. Perfectly

quiet and peaceable in every respect. The polls cast about as large a
republican majority as has been cast in any year heretofore.

Q, About the same majority ?—A. About the same majority at those

polls.

NO DEMOCRATIC INCREASE OF VOTE.

Q. Did you increase the democratic vote through the county %—A.

No, sir ; I don't think it was increased at all.

WHITES, BLACKS, AND REPUBLICAN MAJORITY.

Q. What is the proportion of white and black in Issaquena County ?

—

A. I think there is about one thousand eight hundred registered major-

ity ; but all didn't vote at last election. I think the republican majority

was between fourteen and fifteen hundred in the county.

BOTH LEGISLATORS COLORED AND ILLITERATE MEN.

Q. Who did they send to the legislature?—A. A man by the name
of Jones, and another by the name of S. H. Sanderling, a floater betwen
Issaquena and Washington Counties.

Q. What are the races of these men ?—A. Both colored men.

Q. Do you know them both"?—A. I know them both.
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Q. Are tbey capable of reading and writing?—A. They are both of
thern very illiterate men

;
probably can write their names, but I doubt

whether either of them could calculate interest or do the simplest arith-

metical problem.

BOARD OF SUPERVISOES.

Q. Who were the board of supervisors elected in 1875?—A. The
board of su|)ervisors consisted of S. J. H. Gross, J. T, Mitchell, Buck
(I believe his name is R. S.) Williams, and one white man down in the
lower end of the county by the name of Henry L. Mayer, who ran on
the republican ticket. I forget the name of the other man. He was a
colored man, however.

Q. How many are there ?—A. Five in the county.
Q. Is Mayer a white man ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. What is Mitchell !—A. A colored man. Gross is a colored man,
and Williams is a colored man.

Q. The whole republican ticket were elected?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Four blacks and one white ?—A. Yes, sir ; and all on the repub-
lican ticket.

Q. You reelected an entire republican board in 1875.—A. Yes, sir

;

the board prior to 1875 was composed exclusively of colored men.

WITNESS MAKES HIS STATEMENT ABOUT HIS THREAT TO GROSS AND
WILLIAMS.

Q. Gross has been examined as a witness here, and he has stated to

this committee that you called upon him after the election, prior to the
meeting of the board of supervisors, of which he was chairman, at his

residence, and, not finding him there, you requested his family to send
him up to your oflUce ; that he went over to j'our office in ]\Iayerville,

and that in your office you requested him to resign his place as super-
visor; tliat you did it with an oath ; that on his demurring, you stated
that " by God !

" he had to resign, and in that way demanded from him
his resignation as a supervisor of that county ; and that you also said

that you could not be answerable for the consequences if he did not
resign. I wish to know wbat your statement is with reference to that.

—

A. I would like to explain the whole circumstance, if permitted to do so.

Q. You can take your own way to answer it.—A. Shortly after the
difficulties at liolling Fork, concerning which I suppose 3 on have
already heard, I was written to by a party of gentlemen from IJolling

Fork, and requested to hold a meeting—to call a meeting—as chairman
of the executive committee of the tax-payers of the county, at Mayer-
ville, to devise some means for allaying the general feeling of disquiet

and insecurity that seemed to prevail among both whites and blacks
in the county. A day was fixed by these gentlemen who wrote, the
IGth of December, or three or four days after the notice was sent to me.

In accordance with their request, I wrote to gentlemen in the difler-

ent supervisors' districts on the river, soliciting them to be at Mayer-
ville on that day.

They came there; about fifteen or sixteen men from the river, and
some ten or twelve from the Creek assembled there that day ; a meet-

ing was held, and a sort of proclamation issued to both colored men
and white men, that we proi)osed to protect both sides, and not to see

the rights of either infringed ui)on to any extent by either party; and
re-assuring the colored men that all the troubles upon the creek were at

an end, and that nothing was intended against them or the whites, and
requesting them to desist from any attempts against the lives of the
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white people, and to go quietly about tbeir business; and tbat, if they
did so, everything would be well.

It was decided in that meeting to request Gross and Williams to

resign their places as members of the board of supervisors. Col. H, B.
Keap, Mr. T. M. Miller, and myself were appointed a committee to wait
upon these men and request their resignations.

DID REQUEST GROSS TO RESIGN, AND WHY.
The day following, Colonel Keap and myself rode down to Gross's

house to see him for the purpose of requesting his resignation. "We
found him absent, and left word with some one at his house to tell him
to come to my office as soon as he came home ; that we would like to

see him. He came up that evening within a few hours after I reached
home. I told him of this meeting. He said he was fully aware of it.

I told him what had been done, and requested him then and there to

resign his office for the reason that his course had proved very unsatis-

factory to the citizens of the county in the administration of tbe county
affairs; that his administra ion had been characterized by an unprece-
dented course of reckless extravagance, which we desired to check ; that

at that time a levy of taxes had been made which was far in excess of

what the law allowed, showing their utter incapacity; and that his con-

duct toward gentlemen appearing before the board was of such an
arrogant character that we, for these reasons, desired him to resign his

office.

Q. Who were the persons who had appeared before him as supervisor,

and what had his conduct been toward them ?—A. I will state that I

for one apjieared before him myself with a petition, signed by seventy-

odd citizens of the county, soliciting that a gentleman named Woolfork
be allowed to put a gate across the public road at his plantation. The
high water prevented his fencing his place at that time.

1 went before the board and told them that I had a petition of this

character, signed by this many men, and desired to read the petition.

He ordered me, in the most peremptory manner, to take my seat. I

said I appeared as an attorney before that board, and that I thought I

had a right, at least, to be heard, and had a right to read this petition.

He says, "No, sir; you will not be heard; and, furthermore, if you
don't take your seat you will be fiued for contempt of this board." He
refused to even hear the petition read.

Q. Will you state the object of putting that gate across the road ?

—

A. Simply to protect the plantation and save the man from putting

some live or six miles of fence around his place, which could be done by
putting a gate across the public road ; and later in the season, when the

water had gone down, he would be able to get his rails out of the swamp
and put up his fence.

Q. Was it intended as a temporary relief to him only?—A. Tempo-
rary only, and to remain only for six mouths' time.

It is customary for the board of supervisors in the river counties to

do things of that sort. It is done almost every day.

Another instance of his arrogant conduct as president of the board

was when Mr. E. M. Smith, a very respected planter in the neigbbor-

hood, and a man of considerable wealth, appeared before the board with

a petition to have a white school or school-house erected for the accom-

modation of the white children of the county, there being but one white

school in the county, and from ten to fifteen colored schools ; and yet

the white people pay ninety cents on every dollar of taxes paid forlliat

purpose. He went before the board for the purpose of getting this
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school establisbed, and was, in the most insolent manner, ordered to take
bis seat, and not allowed to open bis mouth upon the subject. Those
are the two instances that occur to me now. There were other similar

instances.

Q. Was any action taken upon that petition 1—A. ISTo, sir.

Q. Was the petition refused !—A. It was refused and laid over.

1 told Gross that for these reasons we desired him to resign bis office,

and that my sole duty was to make the request to him to resign and
to report his answer to the chairman of the meeting, the meeting hav-

ing adjourned subject to the call of the chairman; but whether the
meeting was ever re-assembled or not I don't know, fle told me in so

many words that he would not resign. I told him very well, if that

was his answer that would be my report.

BUT DID NOT SWEAR.

Q. Did you accompany your request with the oath mentioned and
with threats?—A. I did not, and any statement of that sort is talse

absolutely. I used no oath and no threat of any kind. He sat silent

for a while, and then, after thinking the matter over— be sat in my
office for five minutes, I suppose, after that conversation, and said noth-

ing. I had turned around and was going on with my work, paying no
further attention to him. Alter be sat there five or ten minutes, he
spoke to me again, and says, " Captain, 1 would like to have some time
to consider this matter." I laid down my pen and asked him what time
he wanted. lie said, "A week or ten days." I said, " Take two weeks
if you ilesire, and I will not make my report until you give me a final

answer."

GROSS ANNOUNCED THAT HE HAD DECIDED TO RESIGN.

The next thing I heard of hiui as having gone to Jackson for the pur-

pose of conferring with Governor Ames. 1 next saw him at my office a
week or such a matter after the tirst conversation. He came in—

I

thought he was still absent as I had not heard of his return to the
county—he came into my office and told me that he had decided to

resign his office. I said to him that I was glad of it ; that I thought the

l^eople would be better satisfied if they had some man in the office who
was more competent to conduct the business of the board of supervisors
than he bad proved to be. That ended the matter.

WITNESS DID NOT WANT HIM TO RESIGN JUST THEN.

But I went on further then to say to him that I hoped he would not at

that time resign, for the reason that the river was rising, and we desired, if

possible, to get the members of the levee commissioners approved at the

next meeting for the purpose of attending to levee affairs; and that I

had hoped he would not at that time resign, but would wait until after

the next meeting, if he decided to resign, before handing in his resigna-

tion.

At the next meeting of the board, on the first Monday in January,
quite a number of gentlemen—General Wade Hampton, Colonel John
C. Haskell, and Kobert J. Turnbull, and Judge Thomas W. Hayes, and
quite a number of the most influential men of the county and State

—

were there.

Q. Were they property owners in Issaquena ?—A. They were property-
owners, yes, sir. Those gentlemen assenibled, all feeling an interest in

this matter and in the condition of the levees.

CONDITION OF THE LEVEES AND RIVER.

Q. State the condition of the levees and the condition of the river at
that time.—A. The river was beginning to rise, and the reports from the
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northeru counties led us to apprehend unusually high water. The levees
were in a precarious condition, particularly iu the neighborhood of some
of the Hampton property, and in the neighborhood of Judge Hayes's
jDroperty below.

Q. State to the committee, ifyou know, the difference between the high
and low stage of water in the Mississippi liiver.—A. That is a pretty
hard question to answer. The river is frequently, down there at Mayer-
ville, so low that a boat cannot run in the bank, which, I suppose, is from
fifteen to twenty-five feet high. I cannot tell you exactly, but it is a
very steep and high bank. At high tide, the river comes over that bank
three or four feet, and stands that much against the levee.

GROSS AND WILLIAMS QUALIFY.

Gross had told me, when I told him that I would like for him not to

resign then but to hold on until after the next meeting and then appoint the
levee commissioners if they did nothing else, that he would do so. On
the day of the meeting. Gross and Williams, members of the board,
both came, and Gross declined to qualify unless Williams qualified also.

I went with Colonel Haskell to see General Hampton and others, and
I believe Mr. TurnbuU saw Gross and Williams and told them that we
would be glad to have them both qualify, and that we would guarantee
them any protection from any personal dangers they might appre-
hend, about which we knew nothing'; we had never heard a threat, and
there had nothing been done for the purpose of intertering with the
members of the board to any extent within our knowledge.
They considered the matter for some time, and Gross concluded to

qualify, and decided to qualify, and Williams qualified.

TOLD GROSS HE WOULD BE GLAD TO RECOMMEND CANDIDATES.

I told Gross before he went in to qualify that I would be glad to
recommend to him the names of some gentlemen that Ave would like to

have appointed as members of the levee board. He told me he would
be glad to have us name them, and I sent ^nd called together these
gentlemen, the principal planters in the couifl!.J;^; in my ofiBce, and asked
them to make a selection of such names as they would like to recom-
mend to the board. They recommended Judge Thomas W. Hayes and
Col. W. D. Brown, one from Deer Creek and the other from the river. I
went wi'^h Mr. Tarnbull and, I believe. Colonel Haskell before the
board and told them of the action taken in my office, and that the tax-

payers would like to have these men sent on as commissioners to the
levee board.

THE RECOMMENDED CANDIDATES WERE ELECTED.

The board took the matter under consideration and discussed it

among themselves. I went out into the court-room, which was ad-

joining. After a few minutes I returned into the room, and wben I
came in they were taking a vote upon these nominations, and sus-

tained them both by unanimous vote.

Q. Were the nominations being put to a vote T—A. Yes, sirj the nom-
inations were put to a vote by the members.

Q. Was it a vote " aye" and "no," or did they vote by ballot?—A.
Tes, sir; these nominations were made; one member of the board of
supervisors made a motion that the names of these two gentlemen,
Judge Thomas W. Hayes and Col. W. D. Brown, be sent on as levee
commissioners from Issaquena County. The motion was seconded by
another member, put to vote, and unanimously voted upon.

Q. Who was in the room when the voting took place ?—A. The four
supervisors, Colonel Haskell, Robert J. Turnbull, and myself; I think

41 MISS
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Sheriff Scott and the clerk, or deputy clerk—either Mr. C. F. Jeffords,

the clerk, or Marshall Smith, his deputy—and quite a number of others.

Q. Were any remarks made in regard to the transaction of that busi-
ness by any others than the board of supervisors themselves ?—A.
None, except my remarks in presenting the names of those we desired
to have upon the levee board.

NO ARMED MEN NOR ARMED WORDS,
Q. Were any armed men present that day in town ?—A. No, sir ; not

one that I saw ; and I think I saw every man in town.
Q. Was there anything, either by the exhibition of arms, or by language,

or in any other way, of an intimidating character at that time practiced
by any one toward this board of supervisors ?—A. To my certain
knowledge, there was not.

Q. Would not you necessarily have known it if such had been the
case?—A. I would have known it.

Q. And you are positive that nothiug of the kind occurred ?—A. Yes,
sir.

TWO ESTIMABLE TAX PATERS ELECTED.

Q. What was the character of the two nominees presented by the tax-

payers of the county f

—

A. Two of the most estimable men in the county,
both of them land-owners. Judge Thomas W. Hayes was an old pro-

bate judge before the war, and 1 believe he stood higher than auy other
inan in the county. Col. W. D. Brown is a most excellent citizen, who
owns a plantation on Deer Creek, and at one time he was a minister j a
man of most exemi)lary habits and unquestioned honesty.

Q. Was anything said by Gross to you in regaid to his having him-
self fixed upon one of these as a proper person for levee commissioner
before you presented the names to the board ?—A. Yes, sir ; I mentioned
to Gross at first, that we had thought of Judge Jtlayes; he told me
that he was the man of all others that he would like to send on. I told

him that there were some genth^uen there from the creek that desired a
man sent from there, thitilrihe interests ot iJeer Creek in reference to the
levees might be fairly represented, their interests being different from
ours on the river front; tliat being i)rotected by the levees in iront of
us, we did not care anything about the levees behind us, as in case of a
break in the levees behind us Deer Creek would carry off' the water ; and
that it had been customary in the county to send one from each section.

Q. Had you i)reseuted the names of these gentlemen to Gross prior

to the time of the qualification of the board of supervisors f—A. 1 had
not.

Q. Had any intimation been made by you to him of the persons de-

sired as levee commissioners until you presented them to him at the

meeting of the board?—A. No, sir; no presentation had been made.
1 merely told him that the name of Judge Hayes had been suggested to

us as a suitable man.

VITAL IMPORTANCE OF GOOD LEVEE COMMISSIONERS TO PROPERTY-
UOLDERS.

Q. Was or not the appointment of the levee commissioners of vital Im-

portance to the property-owners of that county f—A. There is no ap-

pohitmeut in the county of the same interest, or anything like the same
interest, that the appointment of levee commissioners is ; they are the

men to look alter and protect us Irom the overflow.

Q. Your county is a river county?—A. Yes, sir 5 right on the banks
of the river.

Q. And the very existence of the plantations there depend upon
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the levee being kept up ?—A. Yes, sir ; a break of the levee in front of
a plantation not only destroys the crop of that year, but washes up the
plantation so that it is of no value afterward.

THERE HAD BEEN BAD MANAGEMENT OF THE LEVEES.

Q. What had the property-owners of that county suffered on account
of a want of skill or want of ability on the part of the persons appointed
levee commissioners by this board of supervisors ?—A. A large part of
the county, especially the lower part of it, has suffered to such an ex-
tent that the legislature a few years ago relieved them from the pay-
ment of a considerable portion of the State tax.

Q. For what reason was that I—A. For the reason that they had not
kept the levees iu proper repair in the counties above us as well as in
our own, and to enable the people in these counties to repair these
levees.

POLITICS NOTHING ON EARTH TO DO WITH LEVEE BOARD.

Q. Has a commissioner of the levee board any political influence in

the county ; I mean, is it a political office, or one entirely connected
with the assessment of a tax and the payment of money for the keeping
up of these levees ?—A. Politics has nothing on earth to do with it, sir.

It is one in which he has no power in the levying of a tax, except in

the levying of a construction-tax—a tax for the construction of levees.

The other taxes are fixed by an act of the legislature at so much per
acre on the land and so much per pound on cotton.

EXTRAVAGANCE OF PRIOR BOARDS.

Q. State the action of the board of supervisors prior to that time in

your county as to extravagance or economy.—A. 1 will state that the
board elected iu 1875 and the board iirior to that time were utterly in-

competent to discharge the duties of their office, and that the extrava-

gance of these two boards was unprecendented by anything that ever
occurred before in the administration of the office by former boards.

WHY BELIEVED TO BE CORRUPT ALSO.

Q. Was it believed to be corrupt, as well as extravagant and incom-
petent ?—A. It was, sir ; it was believed to be corrupt not only in levy-

ing the taxes, but in letting out the contracts. I will state an instance

:

A contract for building the courthouse and jail, and the clerk's and
sheriff's offices for the county, was for the sum of $19,955. It was let to

David Mayer. The court-house, jail, and clerk's and sheriff's offices

have been added on to, one little thing after another, at most extrava-

gant rates, until the people of the county have paid over $35,000 for them.
That was one cause of the dissatisfaction of the people at the adminis-

tration of the board.

Q. Was Mayer a member of the board ?—A. jS'o, sir ; he was the

county treasurer.

For erecting the pigeon-holes in the clerk's and sheriff's offices—rooms
a very little if any larger than this—erecting the shelving on one side

of the sheriff's office, in fact on one side of both offices only, and putting

two standing desks iu these offices, he received from the board of super-

visors the sum of $3,500, when $500 would have been a big outlay for

it. It was extravagance of that character that led the peoi^le to ask
for their resignation.

Q. Mayer was county treasurer ?—A. He was county treasurer.

Q. Was it lawful for the county officers to make contracts with each
other in that way ?—A. There Is nothing to prevent it ; they are au-

thorized to let the contracts to the lowest bidder, after so many days'

advertisement.



644 MISSISSIPPI ELECTION ISSAQUENA COUNTY.

Q. Then, being let out at the lowest bid, how could it be increased in

the way you have stated !—A. Just in the manner I have stated—by
adding on for one little service and another at these extravagant rates.

That shelving I cited as an instance of that.

Q. Do you consider that the sum named in the original contract for

this jail should have completed it ?—A. I think, sir, $10,000 would have
been a good sum for the public buildings that were erected there.

Q. Instead of which they have paid !—A. Instead of which they
have paid over $35,000.

Q. Did this system extend to other contracts ?—A. Yes, sir ; to the
letting out of bridge contracts.

Q. Is that under the control of the board of supervisors ?—A. That
is under the control of the board of supervisors.

Q. In regard to the construction and repair of the levees, is that ex-

pensive ?—A. Yery, sir j we depend entirely upon the levee commis-
sioners.

LEVEE EEPAIRS NEED SKILL AND KNOWLEDGrE.

Q. Is it not essential that not only the expenditure should be large to

maintain the levees, but that it should be ap[)lied with skill and a knowl-
edge of the work in hand I—A. It is necessary that a most competent
engineer should be selected, and the one that was chosen by theold board
of levee commissioners gave universal dissatisfaction.

DISSATISFACTION WITH THE OLD BOARD.

Q. Dissatisfaction to whom ?—A. The people of the levee districts.

For instance, one cause I will state of dissatisfaction with this man who
was appointed chief engineer by the old board of levee commissioners,
was the building of what is known as Utopia Levee, above Greenville.

This levee was built under this engineer, and accepted by him, I think,

in December of year before last. This last year or at the present year,

in January, I think it was, the water rose on that levee so that it had to

be elevated by sand-bags and dirt on the to{), in order to prevent the water
from running over it ; and it was found by another engineer, who was
sent over to examine it, that it was built in many places from eighteen
inches to two feet below the last high-water level. He had reported it

as being up to high-water level, his estimates being for that amount, and
the contractors had been paid for that; showing his entire incompetency
for his position. Such action as that upon the part of the levee board
made the people desirous of a change.

Q. Was Mr. Brown, the levee commissioner from the Deer Creek side

of the county, well known in the county?—A. Very well known.
Q. Was he known to this man Gross ?—A. He was certainly known

to him. He has been a practicing attorney at the Issaquena bar for the

last three years ; he has been attending regularly at the courts, and Mr.
Gross, as a member of the board of supervisors, has been under the law
compelled to be there to receive the instructions of the grand jury at

every term of the court; and has remained there in the court-room during
the entire term, and heard Colonel Brown argue cases, and has met him
frequently outside. He has met him in my office.

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS INDICTED FOR ILLEGAL ACTION.

Q. State whether you have any knowledge whether any indictment
had been found against this board of supervisors for illegal action.—A.
Yes, sir; the board of supervisors was indicted and tried at the last term
of the circuit court of that county for levying a tax in excess of the

amount allowed by law. They put their plea of defense ui)on the

ground that they were unable to calculaie the amount and to appropri-
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ate the different amounts so as to come within the limit fixed by the
law. The court, on motion of the district attorney, let the case go off at
their costs, without fining them, being satisfied, as Judge Shackleford
remarked, that they did not intend ainy fraud

; but from where he got
his information as to their not intending any fraud I don't know.

PROPORTION OF TAXES TO VALUES.

Q. What is the proportion of tax to the value of property; the tax
assessed in lS74-'75?—A. That is a very difficult question for me to
answer. I have n,ot been engaged in the payment of taxes at all,

EXCESSIVE TAXES.

Q. Are the taxes excessive in their amounts ?—A. They are excessive,
amounting almost to confiscation of property. I think, to the best of
my recollection, that Judge Jeftbrds, who is engaged in the tax-paying
business, told me that year before last the taxes of Issaquena County
amounted to about $187 on the thousand. Mr. T. M. Miller is here,

however, as a witness; he has been engaged in the tax-paying business,
and can tell you much more particularly relative to these matters.

Q. Have the county taxes been greatly increased ?—A. They have
been, sir; they have been increased steadily, yearly, with us.

Q. Has the board of su])ervisors provided for filling vacancies in the
board by election?—A. The present vacancies you speak of °^

Q. Yes, sir.—A. They have ordered that the registrars hold an elec-

tion to fill the vacancies, but they fixed no time for the election.

Q. Please go on and state what further occurred in regard to Gross
and Williams's resignation.—A. I think I did state that he came to me
after his return from seeing Governor Ames.

WILLIAMS RESIGNED BUT GROSS HAS NOT.

Q. Has he ever resigned?—A. Gross has never resigned. We stated
that we did not wish his resignation ; that all we wanted of him was to

behave himself in his ofQce. He has never resigned.

Williams voluntarily resigned at the conclusion of the meeting of
the board. He came to me the day after, in my office, and asked me
to write his resignation out, and I wrote it out in my own handwriting,
and he sent it in to the board alter having sigued it.

Q. Gross is in office to-day ?—A. Yes, sir, and president of the board
of supervisors at this time.

Q. Did you make any request upon Williams for his resignation?

—

A. I never did; I was not one of the committee appointed to see
Williams, and I did not ask him.

ABOUT GROSS AND HIS REAL OR FICTITIOUS ESTATE.

Q. Do you know whether Gross is a property-owner in the county

—

a real-estate owner ?—A. Pie is not, sir.

Q. Upon whose land does he reside ?—A. He resides upon the Holly
Eidge plantation, belonging to Mr. Sam. Davis.

Q. He stated here that he was joint owner of a tract of 500 acres of
land ; that he and his brother-in-law owned it together, and that upon
that he lived, and upon that he worked and carried on planting. Is

that the case ?—A. No, sir, it is not. I have daily access to the records,

and I have seen in the course of my investigations almost every deed
of land made out in Issaquena County in the last four or five years.

At the time he first came tbere, Gross was working in a squad, as it is

called, under another negro, who had command of a squad of hands.
He is now, I believe, renting land, and managing a squa(i himself; but
I have never seen a deed from any peison to him, and I don't believe

that he is the owner of a square inch of land in Issaquena Couuty.
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DERRY BROWN IS A VERY DANGEROUS NEGRO.

Q. Do you know a man named Derry Brown?—A. No, sir; I only
know him, from what I have heard of him, as a very dangerous negro
and very hostile to the whites.

Q. He has been here and stated that he has been compelled to go
away from that part of the country, abandoning property—cotton and
other property of considerable value. Do you know whether he has
realized anything from his property there ; and, if so, through whom ?

—

A. 1 don't know, sir j Mr. Miller can tell you about that.

ABOUT BOWIE FOREMAN.

Q. Did you ever hear of a black man named Bowie Foreman ?—A,
Yes, sir.

Q. What is his reputation and character ?—A. His reputation is sec-

ond only to that of Derry Brown as a hostile and bitter negro toward
the whites; one that would do anything on earth to injure a white man,
whether he had anything against him or not.

Q. Have you any inlormation in regard to Bowie Foreman being dis-

charged from the grand jury, upon the application of his associates on
the grand jury, b}" Judge iShackleford "?—A. I have.

Q. When was that 1—A. That occurred at the term before last of the
circuit court.

Q. In Issaquena County !—A. Yes, sir.

Q. What was the reason for their desiring him to be discharged from
the grand jury ?—A. Thev asked that he be relieved for drunkenness
and improper condu(;t on the grand jury toward witnesses, owing, proba-
bly, to the drink he had been taking.

Q. What is his character for turbulence ?—A. He is considered the
most turbulent negro in the county.

Q. Does Mr. Miller have knowledge of the property that I spoke of
belonging to him 1—A. Yes, sir; I think Mr. Miller sold, at his request,

some xjroperty that belonged to him, and seut him the money.

A RIOT OR SOMETUII^G WORSE UPON ROLLING FORK.

Q. Several of these men, Derry Brown, Bowie Foreman, and I think
others, have spoken of a riot, or something worse, upon KoUing Fork,
which occurred some time alter the election of last fall, in December, I

think : will you state to this committee what was the general character
of the aflair; its cause, and its general character f—A. Yes, sir; 1 can
state what I have been informed by credible persons as to what took
place there immediately alter, and in fact while some of the events
"were transpiring. I was not present on the scene of action myself.

Some time after the election, I think about the 10th, as near as I can
recollect, of December, there was a white man and a negro got into a diffi-

culty at Rolling Fork, and in the struggle the white man stabbed the negro
or cut him with a kuile. He was immediately arrested by the white
men and confined in McQuillan's store, at Boiling Fork, until the next
day, when it was intended that he should be put through a preliminary
examination before a magistrate, and, if held, sent to Mayerville to our
county jail.

That night some twenty-five or thix^ty negroes made an attack upon
the store, broke in, and beat this man most fearfully, and shot him
through the thigh.

The next morning the white citizens turned out and arrested several
of these negroes—eight or ten—and went in seai"ch ot the others. These
that they had arrested they put in a store-house there beside McQuillan's
store, to keep them over night, intending to bring them before a magis-
trate the next morning for a preliminary examination.
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During that night these negroes attempted to make their escape. A
guard had been put over them. The store was only a frame building,

from which they could easily escape. In their attempt to escape several

shots were fired ; who by, nobody can say. Two of the negroes were
wounded, and one of the guards killed and one wounded.

ALLEGED NEGRO THREATS.
The negroes, hearing of this, began to assemble in bands, with threats

that they would kill every white man, woman, and child on the creek
from the cradle to the grave.

SIX OR SEVEN NEGROES KILLED IN AN ENCOUNTER.
Immediately the white men began to organize, called out their com-

panies—or their men, and organized into companies, and went down to

meet these organized bauds of negroes ; and I have learned that in the
encounter between them ther^ were some six or seven negroes killed.

Q. Did tbe negroes congregate on their part with arms?—A. Yes, sir.

THE REV. MR. BALL RATHER AN ELOQUENT DIVINE.

Q. Do you know a Eev. Mr. Ball ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Who is he "?—A. I only know him as a Methodist minister, who has
been in the habit of visiting Issaquena County and preaching there at

various times ; I don't know where he lives.

Q. What is his character f—A. I don't know further than his char-

acter as a minister. He is regarded as rather an eloquent divine.

Q. Is he a man capable of lawless violence toward any one f—A. I

should not think so ; I never considered him as such a man.
Q. Do you know his full name ?—A. I don't.

AND A VERY PIOUS MAN.

Q. Do you know his general reputation in the community as a man of

piety and worth!—A. I do, sir; he is regarded there as a very pious

man, and as one that was doing more toward the cause of the church
than any other minister that came there.

Q. It was alleged by some of these parties who have testified here

—

I think by Bowie Foreman and Derry Brown—tbat Ball was the comman-
der of this armed body of white men, who shot in cold blood six or seven
colored men.—A. I can simply say in answer to that that I don't believe

it ; I don't know.
Q. Do you know whether Ball was commander of this body of armed

white men ?—A. I don't think he was, sir. ' There were two organizations

of men: A man named Bob Simms, of Washington County, and J. H.
Kobinson, of liolling Fork, commanded them.

NUMBER Of'aR]VIED WHITES.

Q. What number of white men were armed on this occasion ?—A.

From the best information I could get, there were probably from 150 to

175.

Q, In both companies?—A. In both companies.
Q. What was the name of the owner of the store in which these ne-

groes were confined 1—A. I forget ; there were two or three stores right

together, opposite each other.

Q. Do you know a man named Elgin ?—A. Yes, sir; pretty well.

Q. His name was mentioned by them, and his store was mentioned
by Foreman as being the point near where this affray took place?—A.
It is possible that it was in Elgin's store ; I am not certain.

ARJMED BLACKS ASSEMBLED.

Q. Which gathered first, the bodies of blacks, or the whites ?— A.
The bodies of blacks.
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Q. To what number did they gather there ?—A. They were gathered

in various bauds from 100 upward, and it was impossible lo tell what
their number was.

Q. What is the proportion of negroes and white people in that

county f—A. Do you mean of men fit for service, or the whole popula-

tion?
TEN BLACKS TO ONE WHTTE IN ISSAQUENA.

Q. I am speaking more of the men?—A. I suppose it was about one
to ten.

Q. One white man to ten negroes?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Were the negroes generally armed through the county?—A.
Yes, sir ; almost every negro had his shot-gun ; and invariably they
carried their pistols and razors and other weapons on all occasions.

Q. What is John Elgin's condition in life ?—A. John Elgin is a mer-
chant there ; a man of very respectable s-tanding, and very much of a
gentleman.

MR. ELGIN DID NOT ALLOW A NEGRO TO CALL HIM JOHN.

Q. Bowie Foreman in his testimony spoke of going to Mr. Elgin's

store on Sunday morning for a drink, and spoke of addressing him by
the name of ''John?"—A. Bowie Foreman never did any such thing;
Mr. Elgin is not a man that would permit any such familiarity on the
part of a negro.

Q. Is he a man to be on these terras of familiarity with such a man
as Foreman at all ?—A. No, sir.

WITNESS MADE AN ARMED ORGANIZATION.

Q. What armed organization, to your knowledge, was made in your
part of the county by yourself or others ?—A. I made an armed organi-

zation in my county ; the only one that was made on the river from one
end of the county to the other. 1 made it pending the troubles on Deer
Creek, when it was reported to me by Sheriff Scott tbrough his deputy.
The sheritf told W. E. Collins, his deputy, that there were various armed
negro organizations ; that they were well organized for that purpose,
and that he was afraid that they were going to make an attack upon the
white people, and told him to privily advise the members of the County
Grange of this state of affairs.

Q. What do you call the County Grange ?—A. We have a grange
;

it is one of the branches of the grange in that place. When Collins

came home with this information after the adjournment of the grange,
which met the next day, I stopped the members and told them what I

had learned. I found that many of them knew of the meetings of the
negroes. I stated the facts that I had'learned, and we deemed it neces-

sary to at once organize and prepare for defense in case of an attack.

I asked them to come immediately from the grange to my office, which,

many of them did, and I sat down and drew up a resolution, or pream-
ble, reciting the object of our organization, which was for the purpose
of protecting our lives, firesides, and j^roperty in case an attack was
made. Each one pledged himself to arm and equip himself with a horse
and some tire-arms as soon as possible.

That was done, and we had an organization, I suppose, of twenty-five
or thirty men. Among them were Judge E. Jellbrds, and several other
republicans of the county, who joined us under the belief that we were
to be attacked by the negroes.
The organization was for the sole purpose of self-protect]on. The

company was never called out and no patrols were ever thrown out by
me or any one under my command. We never had occasion for it and it

was never used.
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NO DOMICILIARY VISITS.

Q. Have you any knowledge of domiciliary visits to colored people
by armed men in your county for the purpose of intimidation, either by
night or by day ?—A. I have not, sir ; and I don't believe any such
were ever made.

ARMS FOR THE NEGROES.

Q. Have you any knowledge of arms being brought into the county
for the negro population ?—A. 1 was told by Henry Wiseinger, who
stands well with his party, the republican party, and is generally in-

formed of what is going on, but is also a friend of the white people,

that some arms had been landed by the steamer Julia on one of the
islands opposite Issaquena County, in the river, and that they had been
sent from the arsenal here at Jackson, and were distributed among the
negroes down there ; that is, they were at their headquarters, and each
negro had been notified where to come to get the arms.

Q. When was the date of that?—A. About two weeks before the
election.

Q. During the canvass?— A. Yes, sir ; and on the day of the election

I saw a wagon in the town ot Mayerville escorted by about a dozen men
riding all around it—an ordinary wagon—and it had some blankets
thrown into it, and some bushes on toj) of the blankets.

Q, Were they white or black men around it escorting it 1—A. Black
men exclusively. I was told by a negro there—he didn't give me his

name, but he said that he had been sent to tell me, by Wiseinger—that
there were those arms. That wagon stood in the public square during
the day ; but everything went oif quietly, and the wagon was driven off

that night.

APPREHENSIONS OF THE WHITE PEOPLE.

Q. Had there been, at any time during the canvass, apprehensions
upon the part of the white people of that county of the arming of the
negro militia by Governor Ames ?—A. Yes, sir ; there were very grave
apprehensions of it; none of us felt secure at all during the time of the
troubles at Clinton and elsewhere, for fear that the colored militia in

the county would be organized. It was officered exclusively by negroes.
Sheriff" Scott being the colonel, and a man named Hueston lieutenant-

colonel, and so on ; and I know th&t none of the white men in the
county were included in it.

GRAY, A BLACK.

Q. Do you know of a man in the adjoining county of Washington of

the name of Gray, a black man?—A. Yes, sir, I do; I know of him by
reputation.

Q. What is his character?—A. It was as bad as it was possible for

any man's character to be. He was regarded as an incendiary; as a
man that was given to stirring up strife, and would do anything on
earth, in fact, to put one race against another ; and he was in favor of
overcoming the white people by force of numbers, and of taking pos-

session of the county.

Q. Do you know whether he was indicted for arson in that county ?

—

A. I am credibly informed that he was indicted by the last grand
jury.

Q. Is that indictment now hanging over him ?—A. Yes, sir ; he is not
to be found in the State.

Q. Do you know whether he held a commission as an officer of the
militia from Governor Ames ?—A. He did.

Q. Have you knowledge of public speeches made by him at the time



650 MISSISSIPPI ELECTION ISSAQUENA COUNTY.

he was seeking a nomination for sheriff of his county ?—A. No, sir, I
have not; that was not in my county.

Q. I know that ; but I wanted to know whether the character of those
speeches was known to you, and generally known in your county.—A.
I cannot say that they were ; I did not know of them.

ABOUT THE GENTLEMEN WHO SUGGESTED NOMINATIONS.

By the Chaikman :

Q. Who were the gentlemen that went before the board of supervis-
ors besides yourself?—A. General Wade Hampton, Colonel Haskell,
Bobert J. Turubull, and perhaps some others.

Q. How many persons were present and consulted with you in regard
to the names of the levee commissioners that you proposed ?—A. I sup-
pose some twelve or thirteen were in my office at the time j the prin-

cipal planters of the county.

Q. You say that they were not armed persons'?—A. Unarmed. I did
not see any armed men in the town that day, or even a side-arm of any
description.

THEIR ACTION ABOUT TWO WEEKS APTER ROLLING FORK.

Q. How long after the affair at Rolling Fork was that ?—A. This
occurred on the 15th of December. I think it was from ten days to two
weeks alter what had taken place at Kolling Fork. Probably not quite
so long ; it may be a week.

ORDERED TO "GIT DOWN" PRIOR TO THE ELECTION.

Q. When did you go before the board of supervisors in regard to the
matter that you spoke of when you was ordered to sit down ?—A. I

think it was prior to the last election. I am not certain. I am satis-

fied it was prior to it ; some little time prior to it.

Q. And when was the application made for a gate or bars across the
road ?—A. That was the time ; that was my petition. The other was
Mr. iSuiitli's, relative to a school-house.

Q. When was that ?—A. That, I think, was after the election, but
betore the new board qualilied

; some little time before it.

Q. What representation did you make to Mr. Gross in regard to his

resignation? What did you say to him would happen in case he did
not resign ?—A. 1 did not tell him anything would happen.

NO INDUCEMENT OFFERED GROSS TO RESIGN.

Q. What inducement did you hold out to him to resign ?—A. I simply
told him that 1 had been appointed one of a committee by this meeting
to wait upon him and request his resignation of that office, for the
reasons I have given in my direct examination ; that the peo[)le of the
county were not satistied with his administration of the office.

WHITES AND BLACKS IN ISSAQUENA.

Q. How many white people are therein the county of Issaquena?

—

A. There are very few. The old county has been divided into two coun-
ties; the county of Sharkey comprising the creek portion of it. I think
that in Issaquena, as it stood before, there were about three hundred
whites.

Q. And how many blacks?—A. There were from two thousand to
twenty-one hundred.

CONSIDERS IT RIGHT TO DEMAND RESIGNATION OF SUPERVISORS
ALTHOUGH THEY WERE DULY ELECTED.

Q. You considered it the right of the persons who represented the
white people of the county to demand of Mr. Gross and Mr. Williams
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that they should resign ?—A. I did, sir; for the reason that the persons
that we represented were the tax-payers and laud-holders of the county^
who were interested in the levying of taxes; and these others were non-
tax payers, and there was not such a representation of the tax-payers on
the board as there ought injustice to have been.

Q. That is, you considered that you were authorized, being about one
in seven of the voting population, having been defeated at the polls, to

decide that these men should leave ?—A. No, sir ; not to decide that
they should leave, but to request their resignation of the office.

ARMED MEN ORGANIZED, AND WHY.
Q. You had behind you a band of armed men organized ?—A. But not

for that purpose.

Q. But they were organized for any purpose that you might desire,

were they not ?—A. Simply for our protection in the event of an attack
upon the white men.

don't know what would have been done if there had been
NO resignation.

Q. What did you propose to do if they did not resign ?—A. I did not
j)ropose to do anything.

Q. Those whom you represented, what did they propose to do ^—A.
I am not advised as to what they proposed to do, but I never heard any
threats made by them.

not at rolling fork.

Q. Did you take any part in the killing at Kolling Fork f—A. I did not.

Q. Did any of the men under your command take part in that trans-

action?—A. Not to my knowledge; I think I can safely state that no
one of them did.

NEVER KNEW PERSONALLY OF INTENDED ATTACK ON WHITES.

Q. Had you ever known of any movement in Issaquena County by
the negroes for an attack upon the white population ?—A. Only as I waa
advised.

Q. By whom were you advised of such design ?—A. By Mr. Collins, he
having obtained the information from Sheriff Scott, and by white citizens

around the county, that these meetings were being held at midnight. 1

could not see why they should not meet in broad daylight, when honest
men could meet and transact business and this led me to believe that

there was something wrong going on.

NEVER ANY SUCH ATTACK TMADE.

Q. But there was never any such movement on Mayerville, or any
place in the county ?—A. There never was any attack made, and no
defense ever made by the armed organization of white people for that

reason.

WHITES KILLED AT ROLLING FORK.

Q. Were there any white people killed in this affair at Boiling Fork I

—A. I have been informed that one was killed and one wounded.
Q. Where were those negroes that were killed that night found ?—A.

Do you mean on the Creek ?

Q. Yes, sir.—A. They were found, as I have been informed, in the

lower part of the county in an organized band. On what plantation X

am unable to state.

Q. You had some purpose, had you not, in case these men did not
resign?—A. I had not, sir; I had not determined upon any course.

Q. Did you not give them to understand thcit you had determined
upon some course ?—A. No, sir, I never did.
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' Q. Have you stated to this committee all the conversation that took
X)lace on your part ou that occasion f—A. I have, sir, to the best of my
recollection.

WAS CAPTATN ON GENERAL LEE'S STAFF.

Q. How did you acquire the title of captain ?—A. In serving on the
staff of General Stephen D. Lee in the confederate army.

Q. Has there not been, to your knowledge, in Issaquena County a
band of armed men with which you have been connected ?—A. There
had not been any until the time I have spoken of, i^ending the troubles
at Rolling Fork in December.

ARMED WHITE ORGANIZATIONS.

Q. That still continues as an organization ?—A. No, sir, it does not.

It has never been called together. There has never been a meeting of
the comi)any. They came to my office, one at a time, and signed the
roll, and held themselves in readiness to assemble in case they were
called for that purpose.

Q. That organization of which you arecommander-in-chief was generally
understood to exist ?—A. It is not now, sir.

Q. It was so understood last December and January?—A. It was
known at the time.

GOOD CROP LAST YEAR.

Q. What was the crop of cotton in Issaquena County last year ?—A.
Unusually good.

WHO THE LEVEE CO^MMISSIONERS WERE.
Q. Who were the levee commissioners last year ^—A. Prior to the

election, J. G. Jeffords, a man from Keokuk, Iowa, and a negro by the
name of Brooks, from the Creek.

ABOUT JEFFORDS.

Q. Do you know Mr. Jeffords ?—A. I do, sir.

Q. What do you know of him?—A. I simply know him as practicing
lawyer.
Q. What is his rei)utation in the county as a lawyer?—A. His

reputation is very hard to state ; he has never defined his position politi-

cally, or otherwise, that I know of, further than that he has always
stated, as he stated when he signed that company roll, that in an issue

between whites and blacks he was a white man.
Q. Was there any ground for complaint against the levee commis-

sioners last year?—A. There was that ground that I have stated ; that
they appointed an incompetent engineer, and that Issaquena had paid
her taxes for the previous year, and that her levees were left down, in a
very precarious condition, no work being performed upon them.

Q. Have you not stated to the committee that the value and product-
iveness of the land in Issaquena County depended upon the condition
of the levees ?—A. Yes, sir, to a very great extent.

Q. And you have stated that the cro^) of cotton was very good last

year?—A. Yes, sir.

CONDITION OF LEYEES.

Q. How does it happen that there was any fault on the part of the
levee commissioners, then?—A. I have not stated that there was any
fault. The levees were very badly washed upon the river-side in many
places, presenting a bluff' bank, whereas ou that side it should present
a very sloping bank.

Q. Did you visit the levees yourself ?—A. I was on them frequently.
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Q. What called you upon the levees ?—A. Eidiug up and down them
to different points along the river.

Q. Don't you know that the levees last year were in good condition,

and the land properly protected I—A. I know in one part of last year
they were in good condition, but at the close of it they were in wretched
condition.

Q. Is it not always true that toward the last of the season they
are left, there being no expectation of high water "?—A. It is true, as a
general thing, that immediately after the high water engineers set to
work to repair them for the next high water, and it was not done last

year.

NO DECISION, ONLY EXPRESSION OF PKEFERENOE.
Q. Was not your object, in dictating to the supervisors who the levee

commissioners should be for 1876, to get control of the commissioners!

—

A. We did not dictate to the board of supervisors who the commission-
ers should be.

. Q. You undertook to decide who should be levee commissioners for

the year 1876 ?—A. No, sir; we undertook to express our preference.

Q. What was your object in that ?—A. Our object was that the tax-

payers of Issaquena County, the men owning the land, whose Interests

were at stake, might have a representation upon that board.

NO LAW PROHIBITING DE3IAND FOR RESIGNATION OF OFFICE.

Q. And you proposed to do it in a manner not authorized by the laws
of the State?—A. I know of no law prohibiting that manner.

THE ROLLING FORK MASSACRE.

Q. Did you not, in the first place, call upon the men who had been
duly elected by the people to resign their offices, it being known that at

Eolling Fork there had been a massacre of men in the night-time; it

being known also that there was a body of armed white men organized,

whom you and your associates represented, when you made this demand
upon Mr. Gross and Mr. Williams?—A. I am not aware that the people
of the county knew, at the time of this request of the members of that
board to resign, that there had been any massacre at Eolling Fork.

Q. There had been a killing at Eolling Fork?—A. lam not aware
that they were then aware of that as a general thing j I had heard of it

myself.

Q. Had not you spoken of it to other people ?—A. I don't think I

had ; if I had, it was probably to my brother-in-law, another attorney in

my office.

Q. Was it not a subject of conversation between you and Mr. Gross,

when he called upon you at jour office in response to the invitation

which you had left at his house ?—A. I don't recollect that it was.

Q. You knew it perfectly well yourself?—A. I had been informed
that such was a fact.

Q, Did not you understand that Gross knew it also ?—A. I cannot say

that I did.

Q. Had not you at that time organized your force of white men ?—A.
I had commenced to organize it. 1 think there were about ten names
on the roll at that time.

Q. You were then organizing that force ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Under the circumstances you went to Mr. Gross's house, and left

word with his family for him to come up to your place, and when he did

so, then you requested him to resign his place as supervisor ?—A. 1 did,

sir.

Q. Now, then, you made the same request, or another committee
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made the same request, of Mr. Williams, as I understand ?—A. As I
liave been informed. ^

Q. There was another committee organized to make the same request
of Mr. Williams?—A. Yes, sir.

•

Q. Now, then, these supervisors assembled on the first Monday in
January, and you requested of them the appointment of two levee
commissioners, and you say that during the year 1875 the lands had
been protected and the crops had been good "?—A. I said that as a gen-
eral thing they had been, sir.

gross's resignation.

By Mr. McDonald :

Q. Had your military organisation anything to do with the meeting
of the citizens by whom you were appointed, in conjunction with other
parties, to request the resignation of Gross 1—A. ^o more so than my
now being before this committee had to do with it, not a particle.

ABOUT GROSS AGAIN.

By Mr. Catheron :

Q. When was Gross first elected supervisor in that county ?—A. To
the best of my recollection, Gross is now serving his second term. He
was elected two years ago the first of November last. (

Q. When was Williams first elected ?—A. Williams was on the board
before Gross ; he was on the other board. I don't remember whether
he was elected at the special election or at the general election before
that time.

Q. Then at the time that you, as a representative of the citizens,

requested their resignation. Gross had served two years and Williams
more than two years f—A. Yes, sir.

Q. You say that the objections to Gross were that he had been inso-

lent—to use your own term—on two occasions ; and that the board had
been extravagant in their expenditures. Were those the reasons ?—A.
Those were the reasons, sir.

Q. This highway which you desired to have obstructed by a gate,

was it a public highway or not!—A. It was, sir; otherwise the gentle-

man would have had a right to have put his gate there without asking
permission of the board.

ABOUT OBSTRUCTION OF THE HIGHWAYS.

Q. By the laws of Mississipi)i, are the board of supervisors author-
ized to obstruct public highways by authoriziug the building of gates
across them?—A. Yes, sir; they have entire jurisdiction over the roads
and fences and matters of that sort.

Q. Does that law authorize the obstruction of them ?—A. I suppose
it does, sir, as it is very generally practiced.

Q. You, as a lawyer, then say that they have a right to order the
obstruction of public highways in the manner indicated ?—A. I think
that they have the right.

Q. When the statute gives them general control over the highways,
that authorizes them to obstruct the highways, as you have stated ?—A.
Yes, sir, in that way—by the erection of gates.

Q. Are they limited as to the number of gates they may be author-
ized to erect across the highways?—A. I think not, sir; it is a matter
left to their discretion.

Q. Is it a matter left to their discretion, whether they will authorize
gates to be built over the highways or not?—A. I think it is.

Q. Were you entirely respectful in your manner yourself when you
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went to the board with this petition ?—A. I never was more respectful

in my life in the presence of the circuit judge or the supreme judges
here than I was to that board.

WITNESS SOMETIMES GETS EXCITED IN HIS FEELINGS.

Q. You say that you used no profane language when you had this

conversation with Gross : I will ask you, Captain, whether or not you
are accustomed, when you are excited in your feelings, to use profane
language f—A. I do sometimes, sir; but I am satisfied that on that occa-

sion I was not the least excited; I was as cool as I ever was in my life, and
had no cause for excitement.

THIRTY OR FORTY MEN WAITED ON GROSS.

Q. You said that there was a meeting of the citizens, and that at that
meeting you were appointed one of a committee to call upon Gross and
request his resignation '?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. How many citizens assembled for that purj)ose ?—A. I think there

were between thirty and forty.

Q. And they assumed to represent the entire citizens of the county?

—

A. They did j they were from each supervisor's district in the county.

NO COLORED MEN AMONG THEM.

Q. Were there, or were there not, any colored men in that meeting ?

—

A. No, sir.

Q. Were the colored men requested to assemble at that time ?—A.
They were not ; this was a meetmg called by the tax-payers and land-

liolders of the county.

Q. You say that the canvass prior to the last election was peaceable
and orderly '?—A. It was, sir.

QUIET ELECTION.

Q. And the election was peaceable and orderly ?—A. Yes, sir; I never
saw a more peaceable election in my life.

Q. And your party cast about their usual vote ?—A. As near as I

know, sir. 1 stood at my poll ; I cannot state positively, but I think the

vote of the county was short in proportion to the number of votes; I

'don't think the whole strength of the county was polled.

THE REPUBLICAN MAJORITY.

Q. The republican majority was quite large ?—A. The republican
majority was just about as large as it usually was ; I think from 1,400

to i,GOO, possibly more; it was a very large majority.

Q. Were Gross and Williams each elected supervisors at that elec-

tion ?—A. Yes, sir ; each for their respective districts.

Q. Was it claimed, to your knowledge, that they were elected by
fraud or force ?—A. I don't remember having ever heard the assertion,

and I don't think they were so elected.

Q. Weil, so far as you know, they were legally elected?—A. I think
they were, sir.

THE WHOLE COMMITTEE OF FORTY.

Q. Why did this meeting of thirty-five or forty of the white citizens of

the county select Gross and Williams as the two men who should be
Tequested to resign f—A. For the reasons I have given : that Gross was
the president, and it was under his administration that the extravagance
iiad been carried on ; and because of his demeanor, his tyrannical be-

"bavior toward people coming before the board; that he was insolent

j

and for these reasons he was requested to resign.

What the motives were that actuated them to invite Williams to resign
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also I don't know, unless it was for the same reason, or similar action,

of his, among his own citizens on Deer Creek. He lives in one part of

the county and I in another, and I know little or nothing about the
man, except I would see him at the court house. I don't know anything
about his conduct at home.

Q. Is not Gross a man of more than usual intelligence for his class?

—

A. I have never discovered it, if he has it.

WHY PROTECTION WAS GUARANTEED TO WILLIAMS.

Q. You stated that at the meeting of the board of supervisors on the
first Monday in January, you and a certain number of persons, whom
you have named, guaranteed to Gross and Williams protecton. What
necessity was there for guaranteeing that protection'?—A. The assertion

of Williams that -he had heard that he would not probably be safe if he
went on that board. I asked him particularly as to where he had heard
it, and he either would not or could not tell, for he did not tell how or
when he had heard the report. It was that assertion of his that caused
me and General Hampton to state to him that we would guarantee him
protection against any and all assaults from whomsoever or whereso-
ever they might come; that we would guarantee him protection, not
only as a citizen, but also as an ofiicer of that board, and also protection

to his property. We did that to assure the man that there was nothing in

it ; that if he had heard threats of this sort they had come from some
idle person that had no business to make them, and no power to enforce

them. It was against the wishes or the will of the people of the county
that any threats of intimidation should be used against any of them.

Q. Are you a land-owner in Issaquena County ?—A. Very slightlyj

I own my house and residence at Mayerville.

Q. Then the amount of taxes paid by you is not very large?—A. They
are very small, sir.

Q. I suppose you have no personal knowledge of the troubles that

occurred at EoUing Fork?

—

A. Notliing more than 1 have heard j no
personal knowledge whatever; I was not there.

Q, I)o you know the names of the negroes who were killed?—A. I

know the names of two that were represented to me to have been killed.

KNEW TWO OF THE ASSASSINATED NEGROES.

Q. What were their names ?—A. One was named Noah Parker and
another named Brooks.

WHEN HIS COMPANY ORGANIZED—WHERE IT CAME FROM.

By Mr. McMillan :

Q. At what time was your company organized ?—A. The organizing
began duriug the troubles there at Boiling Fork, and I think it was
probably about the 17th or 18th, maybe the 20th, of December, before

we put the roll up, as there was no necessity of signing any further, as I

was satisfied everything was quieted down. >

Q. From what part of the county did they come ?—A. Generally iu

and around Mayerville and the town of Skipwith, about four and a half
or five miles from Mayerville ; but only two or three came Irom Skip-
with; most of them were from JMayerviile and below there.

Q. About what area of country would be included in that?—A. I

suppose an area of some six miles in three directions.

Q. At the time you had the conversation to which you refer yoa
stated there were about ten enrolled ?—A. The conversation with
Gross ?

Q. Yes, sir.

—

A. I think there were about ten enrolled at that time

;
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tliey dropped in and signed tlie roll occasionally after that. I did not
have any call except the first call, after the adjouruuient of the grange
meeting, and no effort was made at organization.

VERY SPARSELY-SETTLED REGION.

Q. At the time of this conversation there were abont ten enrolled

from different parts of the county?—A. To the best ot my recollection,

there were about that number. I will state that we are very sparsely
populated in the county, and in the event of an uprising of the negroes,
tbe planters, unless there was some organization, would have been
taken off in detail, as it would be impossible to get together, many of
them living three or four miles from any other white man.

Q. Did these persons know the purpose for which you were organiz-
iug them?—A. Yes, sir; every man read the preamble. It was set out
in the preamble, and every man read it, and we talked it over.

Q. You said that it was not known at the time you made this demand
for the resignation of Gross aud Williams that the disturbance had oc-

curred upon the forks ?—A. No, sir, I did not say it was not known.
Q. \'"ou said you knew it?—A. I think I knew it. I don't know

whether it was generally known.

ORGANIZED AS SELF-PROTECTION.

Q, Did you know that these men knew it, and knew that the organ-
ization of this company had grown out of this very action?—A. Yes, sir.

I knew that those who signed the roll had news of it.

Q. Then were not tbey scattered through an area of about twelve
miles in the county ?—A. I cannot say that those who signed the roll at

that time were. Those living at a distance were the last to sign it.

Q. They came into your olfice at various times and from different

sections of the county and signed this roll?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And they knew the purpose of the organization and the occasion
that had given rise to it?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Mr. Collins was the deputy sheriff?—x\. Y^es, sir.

Q. He was a white man ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And a democrat?—A. A democrat; but in the employ of H. P.
Scott, the republican sheriff.

Q. He was appointed by him ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you know his politics?—A. 1 cannot say that I do. I have
never seen him cast a vote. I don't think he voted at all at the latt

election.

Q. Do you know what his political status is as recognized by the
white men in the couuty ?—A. Yes, sir; he is generally regarded as a
democrat.

Q. Who went on Mr. Scott's bond ?—A. I don't know, sir. I think
it is signed as a general rule though—it is signed by several parties

—

I think his bond was signed by A. T. Gramling, James L. Mayfield,
David Mayer, and—1 don't remember who else, sir.

Q. Are they colored men or white men?—A. All white men, and all

democrats, as far as I know their politics.

AMOUNT OF BOND.

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. What is the amount of the bond ?—A. There are different bonds.
Q. Are they all given by these parties ; are they his bondsmen in the

di'ffereut bonds?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. What is the total obligation on behalf of this colored man ?—A. I

cannot say, sir; but I think in the neighborhood of $50,000.
42 MISS
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Q. What is the office worth?—A. I think it is worth about $6,000 a
year.

Q, The chairman asked you this question, " Whether you undertook
to decide who should be the levee commissioners :" did you undertake
to decide ?—A. I did not, sir.

Q. Did you, or those whom you represented, do more than to express
a preference for certain parties ?—A. We did nothing more, sir.

PROPERTY-HOLDERS RKPRESENTED.
By Mr. McDonald :

Q. Wluit proportion of the property of the county was represented
by the property-owners who met and appointed you and others upon
this committee"?—A. 1 suppose about three-fourths or four-filths of the
lauded estate of the county was represented by those who met.

Q. liepreseuted by those who met in the meeting that you spoke of,

and by whom you were appointed to request the resignation of Mr.
Gross ?—A. Yes, sir.

THE COTTON-TAX.

By Mr. McMillan :

Q. Is a tax levied upon cotton in these levee districts ?—A. Yes, sir

;

it is levied, though, by act of the legislature of the State.

Q. Do the x)ersons who rent the laud and raise the cotton pay part of
that tax ?—A. The person who ships the cotton pays it ; the tax is col-

lected from the cotton when it goes aboard the steamer, and whoever
owns it at that time pays the tax.

Q. Then the landowner may uot ow'n the cotton at all, or pay any
tax upon it?—A. He may not own it; but as a geueral thing he owns a
considerable portion for his rents and for the supplies which he furnishes

to the renters.

Q. To whom does he rent generally ?—A. He generally rents to col-

ored men.

T. M. MILLEE—ISSAQUENA COUNTY.

Jackson, Miss., Jtme 19, 1876.

Thomas Marshall Miller sworn and examined.

PERSONAL STATEMENT.
By Mr. Bayard :

Question. Where do you live, and what is your occupation ?—Answer.
I am a lawyer, and my residence is now Yicksburgh. I have been liv-

ing for the last live years in Issaquena County, Mayerville.

Q. Where were you last fall?—A. I was at Mayerville, Issaquena
County.

CHARACTER OF THE CANVASS LAST FALL—OBJECT OF THE WHITES IN
HAVING MIXED TICKETS.

Q, Did you act with either politi(;iU party in the last canvass?—A.
We had very little of part}' politics there. I was a men)ber of the dem-
ocratic i)arty. They had no regular organization in the county to amount
to anything. W^e had no prospect, as we tliought, of electing any ticliet,

but just a short time belore the election we did nominate a sort of mixed
ticket. AVc selected from the candulates already in the tield those that
were thought the best men ; that is to say, leaving blanks in the ticket,

intending to vote for one or two candidates already out in the field, witli
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the hope iu that way to induce some of the negroes to come and vote
for good men for the board of supervisors. We regarded that as the

only important office iu the county, and our hope was to get two or

three men of property, men who had the interests of the county at

heart, as we thought, and who would stop the reckless management of

the county finances. We intended to make same sort of a compromise
with that view simply; and nearly aM the white people intended to vote
for sheriff for the man who was elected, Scott. That was the whole
object of the organization, whatever it was.

ONLY ONE HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-FIVE WHITE DEMOCRATIC VOTES
IN THE COUNTY.

Q. What was the result ?—A. The result was nothing. We did not
elect anybody. There was about 175 white votes in the county, demo-
cratic votes. Colonel Huger received about 175, the largest white vote
ever polled in the county. It was a very full vote; I think actually the

largest vote ever known in Issaquena County by several hundred. The
full strength of the county was brought out.

TWO THOUSAND ONE HUNDRED BLACK VOTES—MORE THAN TEN TO ONE.

Q. How many black votes were polled in the county?—A. I think

about 2,100.

Q. More than ten to one ?—A. Yes, sir. The treasurer of the State
was elected by a majority of 1,900; about 175 votes against him.

NO INTIMIDATION BUT GREAT APPREHENSION—NEGROES REPORTED
THREATENING AND ORGANIZING.

Q. Were there any signs of intimidation or violence during that can-

vass?—A. jSTot a sign of any. That day when I returned home, about
the first of October, (I had been away several months,) I found a great

deal of apprehension among the white people there. It was found—it

was reported, at least, currently—that the negro militia was being
thoroughly organized through the county, and had been making threats

of intending to get even with the white people ikn that country for what
had been done at Vicksburgh and other parts of the State, and in this

Clinton riot ; and there was a good deal of excitement in consequence
of that, and a great deal of apprehension felt, and reports were coming
from every direction that the negroes were organizing throughout the
county, drilling at night, and intended to bring about a collision.

THE WHITES ORGANIZED IRRESPECTIVE OF PARTY.

We organized—it was already organized—a small band of people iu

the neighborhood with the sole idea of self-preservation in the case of a
collision, which they promised to do all they could to avoid—every single

member, some fifteen or twenty people, I think. I went down to one of

the meetings of it. By the way, that was irrespective of politics or party,

that organization, inasmuch as we had iu it both republicans and demo-
crats. It was a white organization, because it was thought that in case

a collision should occur it would be entirely between the races.

Q. Did the organization ever meet and parade, or anything of that
kind?—A. No, sir; we never saw an arm upon a single member.

GROSS ASKED TO RESIGN ON ACCOUNT OF HIS OFFICIAL EXTRAVAGANCE
AND MISMANAGEMENT.

Q. Have you any knowledge of Gross having been requested to resign
his position on the board of supervisors?—A. Well, yes, sir; I know this

much: Gross has been a member of the board of supervisors for two or

three years, and the management of that board was mainly controlled

by him; and the management had, as everybody thought, been one of
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reckless extravagance and misuianagemeut, and his own conduct was
generally characterized by an outrageous disregar(i of the rights of all

classes of people in the county, and has created great hostility against
him especially; and we thought that if Gross was out of the way, the

other members of the board would be inclined to act more fairly. The
feeling here was mainly against him. When those people came out from
Deer Creek, some time in the early part of December, and discussed the
propriety of asking some of these people to resign, Gross's name was
mentioned.

I recollect I was present at a meeting called there at the time.

I attended this meeting, and I told these people if they could get
Gross out of the way, in a peaceable way always, it would be a very
good idea; that unquestionably the taxes would be reduced in the county,

and that was what we aimed at chiefly, and we would have a better sys-

tem of county management. But I said that it would fail; while we
could properly make the request, of course they could not think of mak-
ing any threats, because that would neither be sustained by the public

opinion of the State or elsewhere, and it would be a very wrong and
imprudent thing to do.

The people at the meeting thought simply to pass some resolution

or other that Gross should be requested to resign his position upon the

board of supervisors, and a committee of three was appointed to wait
U[)0u him and express the sense of this meeting. It was composed of

the best men in the county. I was appointed one member of the com-
mittee. 1 did not go, though; I did not go over to see him; aud after-

ward, when 1 did see him, it had been unanimously agreed to withdraw
the request, and it was withdrawn.

THE LEVEE-BOARD—NA:MES SUGGESTED—QUITE A CROWD BUT NO IN-

TIMIDATION.

Q. Was that after the appointment of the levee-commissioners?—A.
ISTo, sir; on that day he had declined to resign, and no threat was nnide.

so far as I know. I was not with them, and I do not believe that they
found him, and I never did speak to him on the subject. I stated,

when the resolution was presented, that I did not believe it would re-

sult in anything, except probably he might de disposed to act otherwise

in consequence of the position he would find himself in. At the time
these levee-commissioners were appointed, Gross came over theie with

this man Buck WilliauKs, a member of the board Irom Deer Creek. lie

came there, and they had concluded, 1 think, to disappoint the wisbesof
the people bv not organizing the board. 1 went to Gross, likewise Gen-
eral Hampton and two or three others, and told him we did not propose

to insist upon this thing at all. We thought it was of vital importance
to the community that good men should be put upon the levee-board,

and that was what we wanted, and would be very glad to have them go
on in their organization and elect these men ; but there was no hostile

demonstration at all. These men spoke freely, and did not seem to

be in the least intimidated. 1 am very well satished they were not. It

was more a matter of persuasion than anything else. \Ve wanted them
to organize; have an election anyway. Somebody suggestetl, when
Buck Williams refused, it would be a good idea to get up a fund and
get him to go on with the organization ; but it was not done, and the

idea was apparently scorned. But they did organize freely, without any
sign of fear, as I think. These gentlemen came in there and suggested
the names of two gentlemen they would like to see upon the board.

There was quite a crowd there on that day, but no threats, and there

was no intimidation, I am satisfied beyond all question.
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Q. No armed men ; no exhibition of armed force ?—A. No, sir.

Q. No suggestion of it ?—A. No, sir ; not a suggestion. I am very

well satisfied if they had not seen proper to select the men, it would
have been an end of the matter. A request ; that was all.

CONDITION OF THE COUNTY AS TO TAXES.

Q. What was the condition of that county as to taxes ?—A. Simply
outrageous, the taxes were.

Q. State something in regard to that.—A. I had a good deal of ex-

perience in that line ; I paid a great many taxes for persons in Issaquena
County.

THE LEVEE TAX.

Well, now, there was a levee tax, to begin with, of one-half per cent.

ad valorem on land.

Q. A dollar and a half on the hundred ?—A. Yes, sir; for the pur-

pose of constructing and repairing levees; in addition to that, a tax of

a cent a pound upon cotton—no, half a cent ; it bad been reduced half

a cent. Then there was ten cents on land, irrespective of the value of

land ; and then, after that, another tax of five cents on an acre of laud.

These were the levee taxes.

THE STATE, COUNTY, AND COUET-HOUSE TAXES.

Well, the State tax was last year about 9^ mills on the dollar, and the

general county tax, 1 think, was 75 per cent, on the State tax, and then
the court- house tax of 30 per cent, on the State tax. That is for the pur-

pose of this grand-jury room. It was very extravagant. They paid

$30,000 for one or two little rooms.

Q. The county tax was how much?—A. Seventy-five per cent, of the

State tax—50 or 75. They had a school tax—a school-house tax of 20
per cent, on the local rate, a judiciary tax of 45 per cent, on the State

tax. I don't remember any other tax; .yes, the bridge tax of about 75
per cent, on the State tax. All together, I think, besides the levee tax,

$20 on the thousand. That is my recollection.

By Mr. McDonald :

Q. How much was it ?—A. About twenty-six dollars on the thousand
last year. Belbre that it had been still heavier. That is outside of the

levee tax, Mr. McDonald.

REFUSAL OP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS TO HEAR PETITION FOR A
WHITE SCHCOL.

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. Do you remember the occasion of the refusal of this board of super-

visors to permit a perttion tor a white school to be presented to the
board '?—A. Yes, sir ; I had been attorney for the board for quite a
length of time. They had appointed me unanimously, these negroes
had, and I remained in that position Ibr some time, when 1 resigned my
position, something like over a year ago, on account of their reckless

management ami on account of the refusal to hear the whites in regard
to schools, and so on. Eight there at Mayerville there was a strong de-

mand for a white school. There were some, I suppose, thirty or forty pu-

pils, and they had no school-house. They had to employ a teacher, and
they got a room wherever they could to teach in ; and the peoi)le

brought it to the attention of the board several times, and earnestly re-

quested them to build a school-house there.

The board went through the pretense ot posting a notice for bidders.

The law provides that the contract shall be let out to the lowest bidder.
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They posted two or three notices, and the bids were offered there by-

good mechanics to build a school-house at a good deal less than they
had been j)aying for negro schools in various parts of the county.

HOW MAJOR SMITH WAS GROSSLY INSULTED.

And they rejected the bids on the ground of extravagance, and old

Major iSinith came up there about two or three weeks before the meeting
in which Gross was to be requested to resign, and made a request,

politely requesting them to have the notice renewed. He was very

anxious about this school-house, and that was the wish of the whole
community. It was opposed by this man Gross. One or two members
were anxious to build it. This man Gross was very offensive to Mr.

Smith, and told him to sit down, he didn't want to hear him, and finally

drove him away in disgust and despair.

That was one of the main causes which induced the people to

request Gross to resign, in order to get a board, if possible, who would
do justice. I suggested that the resolution should read this way:
that since we had decided to ask him to resign, to request him to re-

sign in favor of Robert Murkinson, or Green Collins, or any other of

several good negroes in the ueighberhood who were also republicans.

1 will say that the suggestion met with a degree of lavor, but we thought
w'e would have no success. But I thought that if Gross could be got out

and we could get a good republican upon the board, it would be very

well.

Q. You did not propose to replace him by a white man or a democrat,

but to put some respectable colored man in his place?—A. That was
the purpose of a good many, and that resolution met with favor, but it

was not carried in that way. Some persons favored it, and if it had
been insisted upon it would have been carried through that way. There
was no race ieeling.

Q. Were you present at the time when Gross insulted Major Smith?

—

A. 1 was, aud left the board in disgust.

Q. What was Major Smith's demeanor in coming to him ?—A. Ex-
ceedingly polite.

HE IS TOLD TO SHUT UP AND SIT DOWN, AND HE SWEARS AND
LEAVES IN DISGUST.

Q. He assumed nothing more than to urge the action of the board?

—

A. He asked that in a very earnest manner, but not at all offensive.

Finally, when told to shut up and sit down, he said: "By God, 1 am a.

citizen aud tax-payer, aud have a right to be heard here," and went
away disgusted, and 1 left also in utter disgust. I had business to at-

tend to there, but I would not stay on account of it.

NUMBER OF WHITE AND BLACK SCHOOLS AND WHO PAY FOR THEM.

Q. By whom was the bulk of the school-tax paid ?—A. By the laud-

owners; white people. The negroes did not pay over one-tenth.

Q. How many colored schools are there in the county ?—A. A great

many. They never refused any petition to build a colored school-house

anywhere. Tliey built them all over the county, aud they had stauding

notices to build them.
Q. How many white schools were in the county at that time?—A.

Only one that I know, on Kolling Fork. In fact, that was not a school-

house, either. They used the basement of the church. They rented it.

It suited very well for that purpose ; no objection to it on that account.

Q. How far was it from that school-house to the other school-house

that they proi)osed to build i—A. xVbout ten or twelve miles. That
was the main cause of the request to Gross to resign.
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IMPORTANCE OF THE OFFICE OF LEVEE-COMMISSIONER.

Q. Id regard to the levee-commissioner, was that office one of great
importance to the safety of the property of the county?—A. Yes, sir:

of vital importance; of the very last importance. Of course, unless

the levees were kept up there, real estate would be of trifling value.

Q. To maintain the levee economically and safely, was not a certaia

amount of engineering skill and knowledge required?—A. O, yes, sir.

CHARACTER OF VERNON, THE LEVEE COMMISSIONER.

Q. Had that skill beeu applied to the change of the levees in the

years preceding 1875?—A. It was thonght not. The engineer they had in

there before, he had been appointed by the board then in, and was a
man of very little character. The people did not generally believe he
was competent at all as engineer; and we wanted to get a man that we
could rely upon. That man Vernon had beeu appointed by that board,

and appointed solely on account of his political principles. He was ap-

pointed, and when appointed it was supposed to be solely on account
of his political opinions. He claimed to be a republican. In point of
fact, he had no very fixed principles of any sort. 1 may state that Sen-
ator Bruce himself, then a member of the board from Bolivar County,
was satisfied that Vernon was appointed entirely on account of his polit-

ical predilections, and without regard to his fitness for the office. He
declared, as 1 heard, very ijositively that he was utterly incompe-
tent. They could not remove Vernon without changing the levee-com-

missioners. That was one reason of the strong anxiety to secure a
change iu the levee board. Vernon's reputation in the past bad been
very bad. One of his offenses here four or five or six years ago might
have sent him to the penitentiary, if it had been prosecuted.

Q. What crime was that ?—A. Embezzlement. He was an insurance-

agent out here at Vicksburgh, and collected three or four thousand dol-

lars and gambled it away there, and then attempted to commit suicide,

and left Vicksburgh iu utter disgrac^, and settled up there in Bolivar
County. He pretended to affiliate with the republicans there, and got
to be county surveyor and finally levee-engineer of the county, but was
never regarded as a good engineer. Vernon, however, never claimed to

other people than republicans to be anything but a democrat. We
regarded him as a very treacherous man in any camp.

Q. He was a man who was regarded as dangerous from his want of

character and his incompetency ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. He was the engineer?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And it was chiefly to avoid his re-appointment that you were de-

sirous that the commissioners of Issaquena County should be different

?

—A. Yes, sir. Personally I have no interest in that; but that was the
feeling generally in the community. I had no land there and no large
taxes to pay.

Q. Was Bruce then a member of the board ?—A. No ; he ceased when
he was appointed Senator. He resigned his position then as levee-com-
missioner.

Q. Do you know a negro man by the name of Derry Brown ?—A.
Yes, sir; I think 1 had some business transactions with him.

ABOUT DERKY BROWN AND HIS TROUBLES.

Q. Derry Brown has been before this committee and stated that he
had been compelled to leave Issaquena County for fear of violence to

himself, and he had left behind him some personal property—a good
deal of property, cotton and corn, and some other things, which he had
been prevented from realizing upon, and been compelled to abandon them



664 MISSISSIPPI ELECTION ISSAQUENA COUNTY.

and leave there.—A. Well, I dou'fc suppose it would have been safe for
Deny Browu to have coiiie back there. I was there at my house when
those people cauie out in Decetaber after this trouble, when they held
tbat meeting and adopted certain peace resolutions inviting everybody
to a better state of feeling ; to return to a better state of feeling. They
wanted the white people and the colored peoi)le to understand each
other, and that was claimed to be the purpose of this meeting. A great
deal of terrorism was in the communitv at that time, and we wanted to
soften that down ; so the people wanted some public expression that
they did not mean to perpetuate any feeling of hostility. That was
what they came up there for.

Tom Hunt, of Jefferson County, came up to my house with Derry
Brown. He came there one night; he had left Derry Brown and went
down to Rodney, and he came there for the purpose, in the first place,
of collecting his rent. Derry Brown had rented the place from him

;

and Derry would not be allosved to return to the creek, and he had leit

some cotton out there. Mr. Hunt came to ask me to see about this, and
see if they would not consent to his return. 1 asked Derry what he had
to do with the trouble out there. That is when he called. He said at
tirst he had nothing in the world to do with it.

I went and saw Captain ^loore, and two or three others from the creek,
and told them that Derry Brown wanted to go home to pay his rent,

and pick his cotton. Mr. Hunt was interested in it, and wanted them
to let him go back. The gentleman to whom I spoke said that person-
ally he would be glad to have him return, and everybody return, as
labor was being disorganized, and a deplorable state of affairs existed,
but that there were people on Deer Creek for whose conduct they
would not undertake to be responsible.

Derry Brown had been one of the most malignant audjterrible fellows
in the whole community during those troubles, and if he went back
there, the probability was some of these men whom they could not con-
trol might attack him; he went%n to say that even if they should
agree all of them to l>erry Brown's return, the negroes down there in

his neighborhood would not consent to it. They were as much inflamed
against him as the white people were.

Q. From what cause ?—A. This exceeding malignity in stirring up
troubles there when the trouble was all at an end. They stated that
Derry Brown had gotten up a compan^^ after they had that light up
there, and when they proposed at the meeting on Deer Creek below to

restore order and good feeling, and they had sent a committee down
there and among others they rnet Derry Brown, and that all were in favor
of disbanding except Derry, that Derry said that he would never dis-

])erse his men until he had as many white men laid out there as there
were negroes that had been killed. There was much feeling in conse-
quence, and that would inevitably overtake him. He thought it would
not be safe for him to come back, and told me to advise him not to go
back there. Derry Brown waited until those people went away. Major
Hunt wrote a surrender of the three years' lease of seventy-five acres of

cleared land which Derry had. Hunt was a good friend to Derry, and
was lessor of the place.

Q. A white man ?—A. Yes, sir, and said to be a republican, and
superintendent of education in Jefferson County. He was a very nice

fellow. He wrote this surrender of the lease of the unexpired term,
and also wrote a power of attorney to Major Hunt to collect his prop-
erty down there and dispose of it and turn over the proct»:'ds to his wife

to bring it down to him, and he would go down to Mr. Hunt's place iu
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Louisiana and stay. He told him to take the cotton ; he would find

eleven bales of cotton, and pay his rent, which was $500. Major Hunt
agreed to iiay my fee in a cotton-case—cotton that was levied upon by
another party. I went out with Major Hunt to Deer Creek—in the
neighborhood of where these troubles had recently occurred—and found
these eleven bales of cotton at the gin on Watson's place. Hunt had
been authorized to take this and pay his rent, and found he had left

some cotton in the field—indeed, the field was wlrite with cotton. His
wife was on the place, and she seemed to have control of his wagons, mules,
and two or three cows that he owned. In the first place, we found that a
man by the name of Kehoe, out in Deer Creek, had taken advantage ofthe
absence of Hunt antl asserted a claim he had against Derry Brown of
back rent. He had once claimed the land, and had been evicted from
it before.

Q. Was he a white or black man I—A. A white man ; he had sued
out a writ intended to be a distress-warrant for rent, and levied on these
eleven bales of cotton. I found that the pretense under which he ob-
tained it was a iraud on the magistrate, and we concluded to disregard
it, and Major Hunt took the cotton for rent. There was some cotton in

the field, and I suppose that some fifteen or twenty bales might have
been saved out of it. Hunt came back and agreed to sell the cotton in

the field for Derry Brown for eight bales of ginned cotton. He did
so, and gave authority to employ the negroes, and they came there and
gathered the cotton. I know he got the cotton, eight bales of cotton.
Major Hunt is a very responsible man, and I have no doubt paid

the proceeds to Deny Brown, and his other property was not disturbed.
Those people said they would not interfere with anybody's property or
afikirs at all, and 1 am satisfied his wife took his stock and wagon,
and carried them where he was—his personal property—carried them
where he was.

1 learned at that time that the feeling of the negroes against
Derry Brown was extreme. They said he had been the worst among
them, and came up there with a lot of men and made a speech in front
of Mr. Watson's house, in which he told those negroes they all had to
go along with him, and if they did not he would see that they were
strung up themselves. He was exceedingly bitter, and was heard by
ever so many persons. Watson was one of those who heard him speak,
I believe.

Q. I will ask as a matter of fact, after this property was found as stated
—left there, abandoned by Derry—whether he gave you a power of
attorney to settle it for him, and whether his property was sold and the
procee(^s accounted for, according to his wishes"^—A. He gave a power
of attorney to Major Hunt. That was his wish; in fact, he suggested
it; and he was satisfied it was better to sell his cotton in the field rather
than have the expense of picking it. It was left optional whether he
would gather it or sell it in the field. He sold the corn there; it was
deemed the best plan to sell it, and he got seventy five cents a bushel
for 3,400 bushels, and was authorized to pay certain obligations of Derry
Brown which he had arranged for. The balance, some eight bales of
cotton—they paid him eight bales, which was a very fair price, as much
as Deny could have made out of it—were sold, and I have no doubt the
proceeds were turned over to him. Mr. Hunt is a responsible man, and
well oft".

Q. What did he say about going out to another place of Hunt's?—A.
He said he would go to Louisiana and stay until he got that money.
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Mr. Hunt sent me fiffy dollars. They agreed to pay me, authorized
him to pay me, for atteudiug to that Kehoe case.

Q. Kehoe came irom where?—A. From Memphis.
Q. What was his claim against Deny ?—A. Kehoe formerly owned

that place or pretended to own it. He had a void title, and had leased
that place to Derry Brown, and Derry had been sued on ejectment, under
tax-title, and had allowed judgment to go by delault without notice to

Kehoe, who came out and claimed, under the statute, three years' rent
for not getting notice. He sued out an attachment lor this three years'

rent, claiming $1,500, and levied on the eight bales of cotton.

Q. It was under a proceeding in a court of justice?—A. Yes, sir; I

advised the constable who had levied the distress-warrant that it was
utterly void. Kehoe obtained it by fraudulent representations to the
justice of the peace. He told him to let the writ go; that he was m a
great hurry, and he would furnish bond in the course of an hour or two.

I told him that it was a fraud and the writ was void ou its face.

Q. You defeated Kehoe's i)roceeding?—A. Yes, sir; he never made
any further ettort, or pursued it further.

Q. The cotton or its proceeds had been paid according to that power
of attorney?—A. I think there was no doubt about it. Mr. Hunt is a
responsible man of high standing.

Q. 11 Derry Brown has lost it, it is because he has not seen fit to pursue
it in the hands ot Mr. Hunt, and Mr. Hunt is the person whom he selected

to receive the money?—A. Exactly; there is no question about that.

He has never been disturbed in his property ; no interference at all with
his property. Mr. Hunt had authority to take it.

NATURE OP THE AFFAIR AT DEER CREEK.

Q. Will you say to this committee what you understand frooi what
you know of the Deer Creek country, was the nature of the affair in

which these six or seven negro men lost their lives, in what was called

the 13eer Creek riot—the Rolling Fork riot?—A. W^ell, I would not
undertake to give any account of it except from rumor. I have heard
contlicting reports. 1 have understood on the one hand that these men
who were sui)posed to be ringleaders in the diflSculties they had, had
been taken out and shot because the people there saw no other means
of securing any justice. On the other hand, I have heard that these six

or seven men there were killed in a conflict that occurred down thereon
a plantation between the whites and the negroes.

Q. Both armed f—A. Yes, sir; no question about that; both sides

were armed.
Q. Did you hear of any white persons that were hurt in any of those

conflicts ?—A. Yes, sir ; one was killed there ou the creek. One man
was killed, I understood, by one of these negroes; was killed at a plan-

tation there. 1 heard the circumstances narrated of a white man being
shot.

Q. Do you remember the names?—A. No, sir; I do not remember
the names. One of those who was killed was a regular client of mine,
a negro whose case I had in the supreme court at the time.

THE REV. MR. BALL.

Q. Do you know the Eev. Mr. Ball, a clergyman?—A. Yes, sir; he
is a man of high character.

Q. Do you know him well ?—A. I met him two or three times.

Q. Is he a man of high character ?—A Yes, sir.

Q. What is his persuasion?—A. Bai)tist preacher.

Q. Is he a man Irom his reputation in that community who would be
likely to cojnmit an act of lawless violence ?—A. He was not.
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THE DEER CREEK MASSACRE.

Q. Do you kuow wbetlier be was the leader of the armed men by
whom these blacks there weie killed?—A. Be was reported to be. I

will say this, Senator, that concerning these conflicts it is bard to get

anything certain.

NATURALLY A RETICENCE ON THE CREEK ABOUT IT.

There is naturally a reticence there on the creek in regard to it. I

would say, from the character of the men whoare su[)posed tohave been
engaged in the trouble, if this thing did not occur in a pitched tight, that

they thought they were actingou the priucipleof self-preservation. That
has always been my idea about it.

NEGRO MAGISTRATES TAKE STRAW-BAIL.

The magistrates there were all negroes, and if you were to arrest anybody
they would take straw-bond. It was impossible to get them bound over;

and the minute that they were released they would go back, and would be
engaged in the same thing that they were before. These men that were
arrested at EolliugFork were back immediately and went to organizing
their troops, and the whole militia in the neighborhood was composed
of negroes and oflUcered by negroes, and a very great apprehension was
felt.

MY IDEA IS THESE GENTLEMEN, IF THEY DID THAT, IT WAS DONE
TO STRIKE TERROR TO THE HEARTS OF THESE NEGRO MEN.

And my idea is that thqge gentlemen on Deer Creek, if they did
that, if it was not in a pitched tight, it was done to strike terror to the

hearts of these negro men, with a view of their own preservation. It

was antici[)ated, from the threats that had been made and which they
intended to carry into execution, to burn houses and kill women and
children. You cannot imagine the horrible state of feeling that existed

over there at this time. Further on the river front, they had very
little of it. For my own part, I never felt any personal fear.

Q. Had you a family f—A. Yes, sir; in the town of Mayerville. I

had so many negroes that made reports to me of threats being made,
and for myself they said they meant to protect me in the event of a
collision of any kind. I defended nearly all the negroes.

THE WHITES ON THE PLANTATIONS ON THE MISSOURI RIVER FRONT.

Q. State the condition of the white planters. How large are the plan-

tations, and the relative proportion of the two races "?—A. On the river

front, the plantation is on an average from 800 to 1,000 acres of open
land, besides a great amount of timber. These white people are from
one to two miles apart.

Q. In a plantation of that kind, what body of black people live also

on the plantation?—A. There would be nearly a hundred; about a hun-
dred hands.

A HUNDRED BLACK FAMILIES TO ONE WHITE FAMILY.

Q. Then a single white family would have a hundred black families

around them ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And at a distance of from one to two miles from any white man's
house ?—A. That was the condition on the river front.

TEN BLACKS TO ONE WHITE ON DEER CREEK.

On Deer Creek more white people, but they were scattered ; but there

were a lew more white people on the creek, as the census shows.
Q. The proportion is what"?—A. The census shows a total of about

seven hundred white people and about six or seven thousand negroes.

There is about one to ten, I imagine.



668 MISSISSIPPI ELECTION ISSAQUENA COUNTY.

NEARLY ALL THE COUNTY OFFICERS ARE CcLORED.

Q. 1 understand tb at the officers of the peace, justices and constables,
all that class, are composed of colored people"?—A. Nearly ail. Only
two white officers iu the county. The sheriff's office is run largely by
the deputy, who lives there.

Q. He is under the control of the sheriff!—A. Yes, sir; we got the
information from him a short time before the election that the negroes
meant to produce a collision.

Q. Was that Scott f—A. His deputy. Scott himself, I think, was iu
great dread of the negroes—that there was a great deal of danger of a
riot to be sjjrung there in Mayerville.

SCUTT A VERY HONEST NEGRO AND VERY HIGH-TONED FELLOW.
Q. Scott himself is a man who is well regarded by the whites in that

con)munity?—A. Yes, sir ; and in the last two or three meetings that
were held there they passed resolutions indorsing Scott as a very honest
negro and very high-toned lellow. Scott has never given any offense
to our people, he being exceedingly honest and upright in his conduct,
and there would be no objection to any officer in the county if he was
like Scott. It shows that there was no objection on account of color or
politics. No democrat wanted to change that office of sheriff particu-
larly, and really did not care to see a change, and we knew there was
very little chance of electing any democrat ; but nobody cared to change,
even to get a democrat.

Q. He was honest and capable, and well thought of and respected by
the people ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And they passed resolutions at this tax-payers' meeting approving
his conduct and his course"?—A. Every time: they approved his con-
duct; and another member of the board, Mitchell, they always approved
xery highly, and no disposition was felt to oust them.

WHITE REPUBLICANS SAID THEY WOULD NOT GO BACK ON THEIR RACE.

Q. Was the issue one of race, or only honesty against dishonesty '?

—

A. That was the view I always took of it. So far as any collision was
concerned, that might be regarded as a matter of race, because among
the white people there every republican white man, at least numerous
republicans, white men, came to us and told us that if it ever came to
that they wanted to be counted on the white side. They would not go
back on their race in an issue of that kind; Judge Jeffries and another
man, and there were very few republican white men except those two.

ABOUT BOWIE FOREMAN.
Q. Did you know a man in that county named Bowie Foreman ?—A.

Yes, sir.

Q. Where does he live?—A. Somewhere on Deer Creek.
Q. What was Foreman's character in the community?—A. He had

always been regarded as a terrible fellow. I never saw him when he
was not drunk.

Q. Do you know whether he was removed from the grand jury by
Judge Shackleford, upon request of all the other grand jurymen?—A.
Yes, sir.

Q, When ?—A. In the fall term of thecourt; last fall, I think ; in the
November term. Yes, sir ; I remember that the grand jury prelerred a
request to the court. Judge Shackleford, stating that he was a perfect
nuisance, drinking and exceedingly disorderly. It was stated that he
was on the grand jury for the purpose of protecting certain criminals iu

ills neighborhood ; that he induced a member of the board of supervis-
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ors to appoint him on the grand jury with that view. I do not know
who.

Q. Did you know whether this man was of intemperate habits ?—A.
Very.

Q. Do you know whether he was the owner of a good amount of prop-
erty there ?—A. I do not know, sir. I never thought and never
regarded him as a man of industrious habits ; as a man who would be
likely to accumulate anything. I never saw him but he was drunk, and
up to 1875—say 1S74 about—he had the office of constable. He would
Iroqueutly get drunk and ride over the country serving his writs and
CO lectiug his fees.

Q. Did he ever embezzle any money there as constable ?—A. He is

said to have taken a good deal. Tliis Noah Parker, this justice of the
peace who wns killed out there, I cleleuded him when he was tried for

embezzlement, and he made a statement there, which everybody be-

lieved, that while he had charge of his books the fees were collected

;

he had remitted the duty of collecting these fees to this constable, in-

dulging the parties that were arrested ; and that Foreman collected a
large amount of that and never paid it over to him. Nearly everybody
believed the statement that Parker made before the court. The court
even favored him—I believe it was Judge Shackleiord—but he had to

convict him, as the statement was not evidence. I know that Bowie
Foreman was generally regarded as a very trifling and disreputable,
drunken fellow. That is the opinion 1 have always had, although he
vrjis a good-natured fellow. I think that is the current opinion in his

neighborhood.

DERRY BEOWN FLAMED UP AFTER TIIE&E TROUBLES ON DEER CREEK.
This man Brown had borne a very good reputation up to the time of

these troubles on Deer Creek—this man that 1 spoke of, Derry Brown

—

but he flamed up there in a way that surprised everybody.

ABOUT GROSS.

Q. Do you know whether Gross owned any real estate in the county
of Issaquena ?—A. I never heard of it before.

Q. Do you know where he lives'?—A. Yes, sir; on the Holly Eid ire

l^liuitatiou, about three miles above Mayerville. I have a claim against
him, I know, of nine or ten dollars he has not been able to pay for the
last two years.

Q. Has he any real estate?—A. 1 do not think that he is the owner
of any real estate.

Q. Who is his landlord ?—A. Mr. Davis, of Philadelphia.

Q. Does Mr. Davis own the laud ?—A. Yes, sir ; he leases a few acres
—twenty-five or thirty acres.

Q. He made some statement that he and his brother in-law owned some
five hundred acres on which he lived ?—A. There is a negro living down
there who cultivates about forty or fifty acres. I do not know whether
he is a relative of Gross or not.

Q. This man gave the name of Davis, and stated that he paid a thou-
sand dollarsfortbe tract of land.—A. I do not know anything about it.

Q. He does live on the land belonging to Mr. Davis, of Philadelphia?

—

A. Yes, sir; 1 have been by his house hunting. He has a small cabin
back there on the plantation, and I am well satisfied that he has not
bought that tract he lives on, because Mr. Davis would not sell that for

any amount of money. He has some back in the swamj) ; and a piece
of that he may have sold him; but I cannot imagine how Gross is to pay
for it.
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NEGROES A VERY GOOD-NA'I URED AND CLEVER PEOPLE, BUT VERY
EASILY INFLAMED.

So far as the feeling between the white people and the negroes
is concerned, it is very kindly, and they generally get along very well
together. My relations with the negroes have always been' very
pleasant. 1 have done a great deal ot business for them, and they are
naturally a very good-natured and clever people, but very easily inflamed.

WITNESS NEVER FELT ANY FEAR OF THEM.
By the Chairman:

Q. You never felt any fear of this personal injury?—A. No, sir; I
never agreed with a great many i^ersons there who believed there would
certainly be a collision there. I recollect I wrote some account of that
feeling in a Vicksburgh paper, in which I stated I did not believe it;

but the general apprehension was very great that there would be.

That was immediately prior to the election. They were very threaten-
ing, and the white people were completely at their mercy.

Q. You spoke of negroes holding meetings at night?—A. 'So, sir; I

do not know. I did not mean to say that. It was currently reported
that they had nightly drillings and were thoroughly armed.

ALL MISSISSIPPIANS OWN ARMS.

Q. Have you any information as to the extent of their possessing
arms?—A. No positive information. I know that nearly every negro
man in the county has a double-barrel shotgun. I know also every
white man is aimed. Scarcely a man in the whole community who has
not a gun of some kind.

Q. Have you known of their making any attack upon white people?

—

A. Well, only that attair on Deer Creek.
Q. That has been a question ?—A. So far as my individual knowledge

goes, it is.

DOES NOT KNOW OF NEGROES MAKING ATTACKS ON WHITE PEOPLE.

Q. You do not know of their making any attack upon the white peo-
ple of the county?—A. Ko, sir. I know of personal collisions.

THE DEER CREEK MASSACRE.

Q. I understand that, from what you stated, you did not state whether
at Deer Creek the white people were actually defending themselves, or
whether, under apprehension of future attack, they made this assault
upon the negroes for the i)urpose of preventing it?—A. I was answer-
ing about that Irom the reports.

FEELS SATISFIED THAT IF THE HIGH-TONED CITIZENS DID KILL THE
NEGROES, IT WAS, AS THEY REGARDED IT, IN SELF-DEFENSE.

I feel satisfied from the character of the men who were supposed to

be engaged in it—generally law-abiding, high-toned citizens, and who
were interested in the preservation of [)eace ami good order in their

neighborhood— I will state that they would not do anything that looked
like wanton cruelty and revenge. 1 am satisfied of that beyond all cavil

or question; and if the^' did kill the negroes in the manner described
by a good many it was, as they regarded it, in self-detenseand in defense
of their homes and families.

AN EXERCISE OF LYNCH-LAW.

Q. I understand ; hat it might not actually be self-defense in presence
of personal perii, but from a feeling that if something was not done
there would be an assault upon them at a future time?—A. It was what
might be regarded, if thej^ were not killed in conflict, as an exercise of
what they called lynch-Iaw.
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YES ; A PRECAUTIONARY MEASURE—THEY HAD SELECTED THE RING-
LEADERS, AND WHY.

Q. It was a precautionary measure ?—A. Well, sir, yes ; I should
thiuk that they had selected the ringleaders in that difficulty, knowing
DO other means of reaching or punishing them.

ABOUT MOSES JOHNSON.

Q. Was there a man by the name of Moses Johnson killed in these
difficulties ?—A. 1 thiuk there was.

Q. Did you know him ?—A. Very slightly.

Q. What did you know of him *?—A. Very little.

Q. Did you know anything of him 1—A. I think I had a case of his in

the term of the court before^hat.

Q. What was his standing 1—A. It was very little that I knew about
him.

Q. Was he generally known as a iDeaceable, intelligent, upright man ?

—A. I would not undertake to say.

Q. You never heard the contrary ?—A. If I am right in the person, I

would say that he impressed me as a very substantial man. I am not
certain, however, about that. I believe 1 had a case of his.

Q. He was one of the victims of that afiair ?—A. So I understand
j

yes, sir.

ABOUT THE REV. COL. BALL.

Q. About Colonel Ball ; he was said to be the leader of this move-
ment agaiust the negroes I—A. Yes, sir ; at that time.

Q. How long has he been in Issaquena County ?—A. He was there

two years before this time, I think, and staid there some time, and then
was gone some time, perhaps seven or eight months, and came back in

the early part of last year, and was i)reaching at Kolling Fork, in that
neighborhood.

Q. Was this movement against the negroes by an organized body of

men, as you understand, of which Mr. Ball was the head ?—A. I under-
stood they organized there very hastily after these troubles began at

Rolling Fork.

Q. I understood you that these men were organized ?—A. I spoke of

that little organization iu the neighborhood of Mayerville.

Q. There was a military organization there at that time f—A. It could
hardly be called that. It hardly reached the dignity of that. It was
an understanding that iu case any collision occurred, we would be under
the direction of one man. Mr. Farrish had been selected to command
iu the event we had a difficulty. But I think every man in there would
have been zealous to prevent anything of that kind, if possible.

Q. Was there not a similar organization on Deer Creek ?—A. I do not
know, sir. I had always understood that those people hastily assem-
bled and organized a military force after the blacks had declared them-
selves in that way.

Q,. Why do you suppose that a clergyman was selected under the cir-

cumstances ? Had he been iu the military service ?—A. I do not know.
He might have been a colonel iu the Army. He was a man of great
nerve and strength of purpose, I should judge.

Q. Aud for that reason he was selected for this occasion"?—A. I sup-

pose so. He was also deemed to be a man of prudence. I do not think
Ball was a man who would bring on any unnecessary collision.

NEGROES EASILY INFLUENCED.

Q. Have you ever known a case iu which the negroes, when appealed
to by such considerations as usually operate upon men of timid minds,
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did not yield to the suggestions made to tliem by tbe white people !—A.
I have known no occasion to have exhibited anything of that kind.

Q. They are, are they not, generally, if there is no temper manifested

on the other side, disposed to receive suggestions as to what they ought

to do ?—A. I think evidently they are.

ABOUT THE LEVEE SYSTEM.

Q. Were you in Issaquena before the war?—A. No, sir.

Q. If you have lived upon the river, you know about the levee sys-

tem ?—A. Xo, sir ; not before the war.

Q. Perhaps you can tell whether there was a levee system before the

war?—A. Yes, sir; they had a levee system.

Q. Can you state in brief what that system was ?—A. I could only

say from the statutes.

Q. Was it similar to the present system ?—A. No, sir ; not altogether;

each county had the appointment of certain commissioners ; each county

undertook to manage its own levee affairs in connection with the others;

each a quasi corporation.

Q. During the war the levees were very much neglected, were they

not ?—A. Yes, sir.

HOW THE LEVEE TAXES HAVE BEEN REDUCED.

Q. When the levee system was re-organized in 18G5, was there not

resting upon this district of Bolivar, Issaquena, and Washington a debt

something like a million of dollars ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you know what the debt resting upon that district now is?—A.
That debt is now, I think, reported at about $400,000. I think it is so

stated.

Q. So, as a matter of fact, has or has not the levee debt been reduced

about $000,000 ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. lias not a i)ortion of the tax which has been levied been, from

year to year, applied to the reduction of this debt ?—A. Unquestion-

ably.

Q. As I understand, there were six men composing the levee board

of this district, of which Issaquena is a part?—A. Yes, sir.

THE PRESENT LEVEE BOARD.

Q. Were any steps taken in Washington and Bolivar, at the time the

steps were taken in Issaquena, to secure the two persons whom you have
natned—to secure difiVreut ])ersons in those other counties from the men
who had been on the levee board?—A. I cannot speak very well as to

that. I understand in those two counties—1 understand that in Boli-

var County one republican and one democrat were selected, and I think

Libbey was a republican. In Washington, one democrat was elected on

a mixed ticket. They never would have selected the men they had any-

way. They changed the administration of the levee board. They
selected General Ferguson as one.

Q. He lives in Greenville, does he ?—A. Yes, sir. I do not recollect

the other one.

Q. The engineer was not there as one of the commissioners ; he was
an outside person ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. lie was elected by the six ?—A. Yes, sir ; he held during pleasure.

Q. Do you know whether there was any complaint against the nomi-

nations there in Washington and Bolivar Counties?—A. There was a

general complaint against the whole levee board.

COMPLAINTS AGAINST THE OLD LEVEE BOARD.

Q. What exactly was the subject of complaint against the levee

board ?—A. It was mainly on account of the engineer. The levees had
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been breaking year after year, notwithstanding there was what was
considered an excessive tax raised for the purpose of keeping them in

repair. In all the counties, the levees break every year ; in Bolivar
County, nearly every year ; two years in succession down in Issaquena.
They thought it could have been saved by any sort of management.

Q. There were four commissioners outside of Issaquena ; if they were
not satisfied with the man, they had a majority of the board I—A. Yes,
sir.

Q. And if they saw fit, then, the members from Issaquena must have
submitted ?—A. Unquestionably.

Q. How did it happen that the responsibility was fixed, or appears
to have been fixed, upon tljie members from Issaquena?—A. I never
knew that was the case. The complaint was generally in the district.

Q. There was no special objection to the representatives of Issa-

quena County 1—A. No, sir ; no special objection to the individual

members from Issaquena. I know it was against the board in the dis-

trict.

CREVASSES OCCURRED UNDER THE SYSTEM BEFORE THE WAR.

Q. Is it not true that previous to the war, under another system, the

levees generally broke in some places, and there would be crevasses oc-

curring at unseasonable times of the year ?—A. I think there were
cases, frequently, of that kind. I am not familiar with it before the war.

I know nothing personally about it. They are regarded as difficult to

keep up.

GOOD CROP LAST YEAR.

Q. The crops were very good last year ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. You had quite a large crop ?—A. Yes, sir ; but the return was very
limited for it.

VERNON BEING IN OFFICE A STANDING GRIEVANCE.

Q. The levee-commissioners were not responsible for that. Was there
any particular reason the first day of last January for making a special

complaint, either of the levee-commissioners appointed by Issaquena or

of the whole board of the district ?—A. I should judge that there was a
standing complaint.

Q. I did not ask you whether there was a complaint, but whether you
know of any particular reason at the close of the year 1875 why there
should have been a special complaint against the commissioners repre-

senting Issaquena, or the commissioners of the whole district.—A.
Personally, I would not undertake to say. I know that the mere fact

of Vernon being in office was a standing source of complaint through-
out the whole levee district, Issaquena County and others. Of course^,

it fixed the responsibility upon the whole board.

REDUCTION OF TAXES UNDER REPUBLICAN RULE.

Q. Is it not true that the levee tax was less in 1875 than in previous
years I Had it not been reduced ?—A. Eeduced half a cent upon the
cotton.

Q. That was $2 a bale ?—A. Yes, sir. I think there was no other re-

duction.

Q. Well, it was more than one-third of the whole tax, the reduction
of half a cent a pound upon cotton which had formerly been a cent, and
it was reduced half a cent. In round numbers that would be from $1
to $2 a bale ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. The levees had been kept up, and the debt against the levee dis-

trict has been reduced from a million to four hundred thousand dol-

43 MISS
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lars?—A. I do not know what it originally was. It has been paid very
considerably ; still, it is thought if they had used proper economy it

would have been much more seriously reduced. They were collecting

taxes which was something like one hundred and seventy or eighty
thousand dollars a year upon cotton alone—a tax on cotton of four

dollars a bale.

B^ Mr. Bayard :

Q. The levee tax ?—A. Yes, sir.

NO PROOF OF THEFT OR EMBEZZLEMENT.

By the Chairman :

Q. Was there ever any reason to suppose the money was stolen or

embezzled ?—A. 1 never heard the proof upon that subject, but heard
expressions of that kind.

Q. Have you heard of supervisors being indicted in Issaquena
County?—A. Yes, sir; they have, about the levee tax.

SUPERVISORS ACQUITTED ON THE PLEA OF IGNORANCE.

Q. Were they not acquitted ?—A. No, sir ; they were let off with the

payment of costs.

Q. On the ground of no intentional wrong f—A. On the ground
that they were loo ignorant to know how much they might levy; and
they did not get the assistance of anybody who could, but went igno-

rantly ahead. I recollect the district attorney, in his speech to the court

stated that they were so ignorant they should have been removed. It

was in his speech he made to Judge Shacklelord.

Q. That was perhaps relating to some justice of the peace?—A. No,
sir ; it had reference to the members of the board of supervisors of that

county.

WHITE AND BLACK OFFICERS.

Q. Were there not some justices who, in Issaquena County, w^re
white men ; always some ?—A. Not always, I think. There was always
one white man in Wayerville—the mayor, who is ex officio a justice of

the peace.

Q. He was a democrat ?—A. Not until last year; at least he is called

a democrat. He has only been there a short time.

Q. Mr. Collins was deputy there under Mr. Scott?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. He is a white man, and the democrats would rely upon him ?—A.
Yes, sir,

Q. Scott you spoks of is a very worthy and good man iu his inten-

tions ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q, And there is no doubt that all of these persons of whom you have
spoken as being among the first people, and armed, would, upon any
l)rop('r requisition of the sheriff or deputy sheriff, have sustained him iu

the execution of any i)rocess f—A. 1 think so.

THE DEER CREEK MASSACRE A SUDDEN, RATHER A SUDDEN THING.

Q. Now, having a justice of the peace, and having a sherifl" of good
intentions, and a deputy sheriff on whom you rely, and a body of men
who would have formed a posse for any purpose, was there any diffi

culty in executing any process against any black man in Issaquena who
violated the law?—A. I think it would have been exceedingly difficult

to obtain a posse of white men to arrest a negro, unquestionably. 1

think the white people would have refused to serve upon such a posse,

for the sole reason that it would have the api)earance of bringing about,

or the intention of bringing about, a conflict between the races; and they
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all knew that so far as this transaction on Deer Creek was concerned

—

the only time and place at which there was ever any actual collision

between the races—they had no time to have taken the ordinary course.

That was a sudden, rather a sudden thing.

THE FIRST PEOPLE OF THE COUNTY OUT.

Q. Upon the theory that it was a mere precautionary measure, there

would have been time to have summoned a posse?—A. I do not under-
take to say that on my theory there would have been time at all. My
theory was based merely upon the character of the gentlemen who were
supposed to have been connected with that thing. Moreover, it as-

sumed that they did put these men to death in the manner which has
been charged, thinking that they were doing that in self-defense; think-

ing that it was the only hope of reform, and it was not a case to admit
of any other process; because if they had been taken by the sheriff' to

jail, they would have been released, and the few white men there in

Issaquena County could have done nothing.

Q. These people who were" supposed to have been engaged in this

affair were among the first people of the county?—A. Yes, sir; of Deer
Creek.

NOT TECHNICALLY SELF-DEFENSE ; ONLY SO ON A BROADER PRINCIPLE.

Q. If it were a case of actual self-defense, there would have been a
coroner's inquest. Was there any?—A. No, sir.

Q. Would it not have been practicable to have had a coroner's in-

quest, if it was a case of self defense?—A. No, sir; because it would
not have been technically self-defense, upon the assumption that they
were not killed in actual engagement. As a matter of course, it could
not have been, technically speaking, self-defense; and only upon the
broader principle of self-defense, which would justify one man in killing

another, who is under actual and imminent danger of attack from that
other person, whom he knew meant, as soon as opportunity arose, to kill

him. That assumption and that theory are based upon the character of

the men engaged in it, who believed that if those men were not punished,
the greatest injury would happen.

VALUE OF THE OFFICE OF SUPERVISOR.

Q. How much is the office of supervisor worth ?—A. Scarcely any-
thing ; that is, legitimately. I think the allowance is three or four

dollars a day, and five cents a mile, going and returning, in scrip; but
this scrip is only worth about fifty cents on the dollar.

Q. How many days does it usually occupy ?—A. From two to four.

The law limits each meeting to four days.

A COSTLY COURT-HOUSE.

Q. How many meetings a year?—A. They are not allowed to sit

exceeding thirty days a year ; but, in point of fact, they do sit longer.

When organized, the board let out that court-house contract; and they
put up a little court-house, I suppose the smallest and most insignificant

public building in the whole country, and they paid altogether for it

about $34,000, and it was generally regarded as an outrage. That ex-

cited a good deal of hostility against them.
Q. Was the republican convention at which the supervisors were

nominated held at Mayerville ?—A. I think the supervisors were nomi-
nated in a district convention, but I am not certain about that, how-
ever.

EFFORT TO HAVE A MIXED TICKET.

Q. Was an effort made by the property-holders of the county to

se(mre different nominations from those that were made ?—A. No, sir

;
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for the simi)le reason, we supposed, there was no use in it. Just a

short time before the election, they took the first step toward organ-

izing. They had a meeting on Deer Creek, and agreed to a ticket in

which the sheriff was left blank and the chancery clerk was left blank

—

the idea being to retain these republicans as far as they could, and then

to have nominated two or three negroes for justices of the peace, and
some nominated before, in 1871, and one of the negroes a member of the

board, and the rest were to be white men. That ticket met with no
success at all.

HOW VACANCIES IN THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS ARE FILLED.

Q. In case of vacancies in the board of supervisors, how are they

filled ?—A. By special election in the district.

Q. Now, then, as I understand, on or about the 16th—I do not think

you stated until the l(jth of December this committee called upon
Gross and asked him to resign.—A. I was appointed a member of that

committee. I was secretary of the meeting, and they appointed me one
of the committee to make that request.

ABOUT MR. gross's RESIGNATION.

Q. Then there was another committee that called upon Mr. Will-

iams ?—A. I do not know anything about that.

Q. How did you expect that these vacancies were to be filled ; what aid

did you suppose was coming Irom the property-holders of the county

by getting these men out ?—A. My idea was that we would select

such men as I have named before ; such as Murkinson. He is the owner
of a plantation of four or five hundred acres, and made all that property

in the last seven or eight years.

Q. Mr. Williams had been a member of the board some four years,

and Gross two years; and when the nominations were made by the

republican party, the capacities and character ot these men were just

as well known as on the IGth of December, were they not ?—A. I sup-

pose so. Those particular things 1 mentioned a while ago as being on^
of the greatest causes of the hostile feeling against Gross particularly

arose after that time.

Q. xVfter the election ?—A. Yes, sir; I think so. I think that Mr.

Smith went there to have them build that school-house after the elec-

tion. My recollection is that it was, and I am almost certain.

Q. And this matter of the court house ?—A. That occurred before.

Q. And the negroe- were probably just as susceptible to that influ-

ence that you say was considered necessary!—A. I did not say that;

I say individually.

Q. You had a good deal of influence with Mr. Murkinson ?—A. Yes,

sir ; but I did not refer to my influence with the negroes. I mean with

those white people in the neighborhood.

Q. Mr. Murkinson was a negro ?—A. Yes, sir ; but my idea was that

I could induce them not to nominate any man at all. My idea was to

allow the negroes to nominate a man like Murkinson.

Q. But how were you going to get him nominated i—A. We thought
that when the people expressed themselves in favor of an honest negro,

that would be positive, and would show that our purpose was to have
an honest administration, and not to make any race question.

Q. Why did not the white people, with the influence of which you
speak, your own included, make the attempt to get such men before the

time to which you refer ?—A. For the simple reason that the white

people were aggravated, and any suggestion coming from a democratic

quarter at that time would have been met with a cold shoulder.
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Q. Had there been aDything except the affair at Deer Creek to in-

crease the confidence of the negroes in the white people between the

election and the 16th of December?—A. No, sir; my idea was that

they would be anxious to see a restoration of good feeling, and when
the white people suggested to put in a good negro for ofHce, they would
see beyond all question that the purpose was not political.

Q. So that this is the fact, that you felt in December, after this affair

at Dear Creek, after it was known that there were military organiza-

tions in existence, that the negroes would be more likely to select the

persons that you and your friends might designate than they would at

the time of that convention in the autumn I—A. I undoubtedly thought
they would respond at that time in December, and that there was a

desire to produce a change of feeling. 1 am not mistaken about that.

Q. You advised on the 16th of December two of these men to resign ?

—

A. I did not make the request.

Q. You were secretary of the meeting ?—A. Yes, sir ; I was appointed
to that duty.

Q. On the 16th you wanted these two men to resign as supervisors,

and on the 1st of January you urged them to go in and take their seats,

and promised them protection, or protection was promised them. They
were promised protection ?—A. That they should not be interfered

with.

Q. What happened in that time which led you to change that

desire?—A. The only thing was that they saw that Gross had no idea

of resigning in the first place, and in the second place that public opin-

ion was very strongly against anything of the kind ; and then they knew
unless they did qualify or resign, they could not have any election for

members of the levee board, which we were anxious to see done.

Q. Could not three elect !—A. There were not three there without
Gross and Williams. There was a man named Henry L. Mayer.

Q, He did not appear f—A. I think that there were those two, and it

was necessary that one of them should be qualified, in order that an
election should take place. But then all purpose to pursue Gross had
been abandoned before that, and he was not molested ; and he said that he
did not intend to resign. The people were at the end of their rope, and
had no idea of resorting to violence. So far as I know, they had no idea

of doing so; I am satisfied of that fact, because if they had any
strength at all, they could have exerted it.

NO JUDICIAL INVESTIGATION OF THE DEER CREEK MASSACRE.

By Mr. Cameron :

Q. As to the matter of killing these seven negroes at Deer Creek,
has there ever been a judicial investigation at all?—A. No, sir; the

county was divided before the court was held again. You understand
in November it was all Issaquena. Since that time the new county of

Sharkey, on the Mississippi, has been made; all that section where those

difficulties took place, that is to say, Deer Creek.

GENERAL DESIRE TO LET IT REST—NOT TECHNICALLY JUSTIFIABLE,
BUT GENERAL DISPOSITION TO DROP IT.

Q. Has there been no investigation before a magistrate in regard to

this killing?—A. I think not. There is a general desire on Deer Creek
to let it rest, to drop it. Regarded as a case, and a great many people
regard it as a case of mob law, that, of course, was not technically justi-

fiable ; but there was a general disposition among the people there to

drop it. That is my idea about it. I have only been out there once
since, and that was when I went to attend to the business of Derry
Brown.
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By Mr. McMillan :

Q. What time did the law go into effect which divided that county?

—

A. It took effect before this last court; and a new grand jury had been
selected.

Q. About what time?—A. Some time in April.

THIC NEGRO JUSTICE OF THE PEACE BEFORE WHOM IT SHOULD HAVE
BEEN EXAMINED DID NOT MAKE ANY EFFORT, AND HAS SINCE BE-
COME A DEMOCRAT.

Q, Then, from the time of the riot on Deer Creek until that time, any
examination could have been made in that county!—A. It would natu-

rally have taken place before a justice in the immediate neighborhood.
The river front, during that season of the year, from December until

April, is rather sickly. There is a good deal of fever in that season of

the year, and people go away a good deal. At all events, examinations
of that character generally take place before the justices of the peace in

the immediate neighborhood. Tbere was a justice of the peace in that

immediate neighborhood, but I do not think he ever made any effort.

He was a negro, and has since become a democrat.

Q. How was it at the other killing near where these six or seven were
killed 1—A. KoUing Fork ; that was the only occurrence of killing. It

was about the same time.

NO INQUEST.

Q. Was there not an inquest held there !—A. I think not. I never
heard of any, at least.

Q. At the time Bowie Foreman was reported as disorderly to the
court—Judge Sbackleford—by the grand jury, how was the grand jury
composed in reference to blacks and whites ?—A. There were about two
blacks to one white man.

Q. And that grand jury reported the disorderly conduct of this man ?

—

A. Yes, sir.

ABOUT DERRY BROWN.
Q. Major Hunt, .\ou say, came from Derry Brown with that power of

attorney ?—A. No, sir ; he came there, and I wrote the power of attor-

ney. They came there together ; but Derry Brown staid out of sight

while those people Irom Deer Creek were there.

Q. The power of attorney from Brown to Hunt to transact this busi-

ness ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And he authorized Hunt to employ you in regard to the Kehoe
matter ?—A. Yes, sir ; he employed me himself, and authorized Hunt to

luiy me.
Q. Then, in your collection of Hunt's matter, Hunt paid you for this,

did he!—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did he pay you two fees?—A. He paid me for himself and also

for Derry Brown.
Q. He paid you a fee for the matters in regard to settling his affairs

after this power of attorney was given ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. He gave you a fee of fifty dollars in the Kehoe matter!—A. Yes,
sir.

Q. Did you render any professional services in the Kehoe matter ?

—

A. Yes, sir.

Q. In the first place, I understood you to say that you came to the
conclusion to disregard the validity of that proceeding, and proceeded
without paying any attention to it ?—A. Yes, sir ; and without my ad-

vice that might not have been done, and, under the Kehoe writ, property
might have been sold by the constable to satisfy Kehoe's claim against
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De^ry Brown ; and, therefore, Mr. Hunt, unless released, would have
been compelled to have gone to the other property in the field to make
his rent.

Q. How much cotton in the gin had Brown ?—A. Eleven bales.

Q. How much in the field *?—A. It was sold for eight bales.

Q. How many acres of cotton do you suppose there were "?—A. 1 could
not tell, but something like fifteen or twenty acres.

Q. How many head of stock had Derry Brown there 1—A. I did not
see his stock. I understood he had four or five head of cattle ; he and
his brother or partner.

Q. Then his wife and family left there ?—A. I left there, and I sup-

posed they left.

Q. They are not there now ?—A. I do not know.
Q. You do not know ?—A. No, sir. My impression is that they have

gone away. Derry Brown told me they were goingaway from that county.

Q. You do not know anything about what became of the other prop-

erty, except this cotton of which you have spoken ?—A. Ko, sir. His
family were in the house there, and except this corn and cotton which
Mr. Hunt had the disposition of, it was all turned over to these women,
and they had the entire control and management of it.

THIS REVEREND COLONEL BALL.

Q. This Colonel Ball, or Reverend Colonel Ball, you have spoken of,

when did he come there to reside ?—A. He came out to Mayerville
about three years ago probably, and he made regular appointments to

preach every three weeks.

Q. For how long ?—A. He came for about six or eight months. He
came out there several times to preach.

Q. Where did he go then ?—A. I do not know. He came back there
a year ago and got a regular charge there at Rolling Fork.

Q. At what time did he return "?—A. I do not know. I did not charge
my mind with it; but my impression is it was some time about the
beginning of last year—early in last year.

Q, Does he live there now ?—A. I have not heard, sir.

Q. Do you know whether he is in Memphis or not ?—A. I do not know
where he is. 1 have heard nothing about him for some time.

ABOUT DERRY BROWN'S SPEECHES.

By Mr. McDonald :

Q. You spoke about Derry Brown's speaking ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. When they were trying to bring about peace in the neighborhood,
I did not understand exactly what you said about what he required in

order to keep the peace ?—A. I understand he told those people he
never would consent to disband and quit until he had some six or eight
white bodies laid out for the negroes that had been killed.

Q. That was the only thing that would satisfy him ?—A. Yes, sir

;

and I was very much surprised when I heard that. When I went to

see these people, to see if Brown could not safely return, I was sur-

prised to find so much feeling against him
; and they all said, I heard

afterward, that he had been the most malignant one of the whole
crowd ; and he and his brother had rode down with their horses, I

think, and attempted to organize clubs down there.

THE LEVEE DEBT.

Q. You were asked by the chairman what you knew about the levee
debt. Do you know when that was contracted ?—A. No, sir ; I do not
know when.
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Q. When did you first go there?—A. In January, 1871, and staid

there until a month or two ago.

Q. Do you know whether any debt rested upon this county that had
been contracted before the war i—A. I do not think the debt contracted

before the war had anything to do, on reflection, with this levee board
they have up there.

Q. Was this an earlier debt ?—A. There was an act of the legislature

passed in 1868 providing for the liquidation of all debts contracted on
account of levee work prior to 1862.

Q. Was not this debt, which has been reduced down to $400,000, a
debt contracted since the war ?—A. I think, on reflection, that it must
have been. I have no personal knowledge on the subject. But I think
that an act of the legislature provided a tax of five cents an acre to

pay all levee debts contracted previous to 1862. Therefore, it may be
inferred that all debts contracted before that time on account of levee

work in that district are covered by bonds with which this levee board
has nothing to do.

Q. And this whole debt and its reduction is the work of the present
board, organized since the war!—A. I should judge so.

NECESSARY TO DO A GREAT DEAL OF WORK ON THE LEVEES AFTER
THE WAR.

By Mr. Cameron :

Q. You stated, I believe, Mr. Miller, that the levees were very much
neglected during the war and in abaci condition at the close of the war?

—

A. Yes, sir; I imagine so. It must have been so, I think.

Q. In point of fact, it became necessary to do a great deal of work
upon the levees?—A. Yes, sir. I will state, so far as a member of the
board Irom Issaquena County is concerned, that I have a kindly regard
for him, Judge Jeflries. 1 had no jjcrsonal feeling against the members
from Issaquena. I do not know whether he is a candidate for re-elec-

tion this last term, but he has always been a good friend, and I did
not seek to do him any injury, because that is entirely a non-political

office anyway.

W. W. MOORE—ISSAQUENA (SHARKEY) COUNTY.

Jackson, Miss., June 21, 1876.

W. W. Moore sworn and examined

:

PERSONAL STATEMENT.

By Mr. Bayard :

Question. Where do you reside ?—Answer. In Sharkey County.
Q. That is the county that was formed of Issaquena ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Bow long have you lived there ?—A. I have lived there about two
years ; not permanently, but a greater part of the time.

Q. Have you i)roperty there ?—A. Y^es, sir.

Q. What is your property there f—A. My wife has a plantation there,

but my tamily live in Port Gibson.
Q. Where is this plantation ?—A. About twelve miles below Rolling

Fork.
Q. Of what place are you a native ?—A. A native of this State—Mad-

ison County.
THE ROLLING FORK OCCURRENCE.

Q. Two colored men named Derry Brown and Bowie Foreman have
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been before us as witnesses, and they testified to the killing of a number
of colored men in December last, at Rolling Fork, by a body of armed
men : Will you please state whether you were in that part of the

county at the time of this occurrence, and just give your own account
of what you know of the transaction, and the condition of afifjiirs under
which it took place?—A. I was at home, or two miles below Rolling Fork,
I suppose, when this occurred. It occurred on Saturday night, and 1

had occasion to go to Rolling Fork Sunday morning. It seems that on
Saturday night there were a number of colored people, who were not, I

don't think, any of them residents of the county permanently. I

think they had been employed there as cotton-pickers ; they were
hands—cotton-pickers from Vicksburgh and other parts of the coun-
try, who had been paid off Saturday night, and they were drink-

ing and spending their money, I suppose, and all drunk, iiretty much

—

so I understand—and among them was a white man.

HOW IT BEGAN.
This white man was not a native there, and I think perhaps he was

from some of the Western States. He had occasion to go into a house
where they were, or to be mixed with them in some way, and I am not
positive whether he drawed a knife upon one of them or they upon
him, but anyhow a difficulty arose among them, and some words passed;
and I understand that this man either struck at the man with a knife,

or, struck him on the hand with a knife, or something to that effect; and
he ran out of the house. The negroes pursued him to another store in

the town. He went in and closed the door, and went into the back
room aud put the light out. They went there and demanded admit-
tance, but heard no noise, and nobody answered, and they broke the
door open and forced their way in. They were all drunk, I suppose.
They found him in a back room ; he had secreted himself behind the
counter, or somewhere in the back room, the best he could, but they
found him, and beat him, aud shot him. After he had been beaten con-

siderably, one came in with a pistol and shot him, and they lett him for

dead.

ARREST OF NEGROES.
When I got to Rolling Fork next morning there was a great deal of

excitement about it, and the people had turned out to arrest these men.
It seems as soon as they had shot this white man, that they scattered
and left the town, and went in different directions; and those, perhaps,
who had been cotton-picking went to the places where they were at
work, or they went in different parts of the neighborhood, and the
people were out the next morning arresting them.

A MAN SHOT ACCIDENTA1,LT.

They brought in several, and while they were about arresting one
fellow he commenced talking to them, and he said that he didn't pro-

pose to be arrested. He said this to one or two men who went there to

arrest him, and one of them struck him with his pistol, and told him
that he had to surrender, or something to that effect. When he struck
him with his pistol on the back of the head, the pistol accidentally dis-

charged itself and killed the comrade of the man, who was also along to

arrest the negroes. He was shot dead. Well, this created still more
excitement. It was accidental, aud could not be helped.

In the mean time these men were brought in—these colored men

—

and placed in an old drug-store, one at a time or two at a time, as they
were brought in, and a guard was placed over them—the men who had
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been concerned in the riot the night before, and had shot this white
man.

Q. Had not that white man been arrested, and was he not nnder ar-

rest at the time that they fell upon him and beat him in this house ?—A.
No, sir ; I don't think he was ; at least, I didn't hear that he was. I

have stated it just as I heard it next morning.
After church services I wauted to leave, but was prevailed upon by

the citizens to remain there, as they might have trouble ; and I staid

duriog the evening and that night.

There was one individual, particularly, a, very boisterous fellow, that,

when he was brought up, said he didn't propose to be arrested unless
black people were i)ut in charge of him. He was not going to allow
white folks to guard him. And the matter was discussed at some length,

and the man who was deputized by the negro magistrate to do the
arresting, and who had authority, I presume, in the matter, said that

most too many prisoners had gotten away that way, and he was going
to have his own men on guard.

AN ACCIDENTAL SHOT AMONG THE PRISONERS.

Along during the night some time, while the guard was posted, a
young man came up to see about it, like they will under such circum-

stances. He came tearing up there, and I supposed he was a little

intoxicated. He walked up on the gallery, and said that he wauted
to see who those darkies were—made sucli a remark as that—and in

walking up he staggered against the window. It was a large window
in front, and as he staggered he fell over against the window. He had
one of those guns with the hammer resting on the nipple on a (^ap, and
struck it against the window some way, very unfortunately. At the

same time that he knocked out a pane of glass the gun tired, and those

negroes in there concluded that the w hite men had commenced to shoot
them. Of course it was a very natural conclusion for them to come to;

that they had got them in there and had just opened lire on them to kill

them.

THE PRISONERS RUN—FIRING—MEN WOUNDED.
Q. Did that shot strike anybody ?—A. I have no idea that it did,

though I don't know where it went ; but it was purely accidental ; I am
satistied of that. It was a very unfortunate aftair, and it caused all the

trouble that followed. These fellows broke and ran to the back window.
They just jun)ped up and ran like a flock of sheep, and bursted right

through the window and sash, and as they went out the crowd on the out-

side commenced firiugatthem and hollering " Halt !" There was amiscel-

laueous discharge of small-arms by the guards there, and a horse stand-

ing close by was killed, and another wounded, aud a white man shot in

the side, aud another shot in the arm, and two or three negroes wounded,
but nobody killed, fortunately.

They all escapeM except the wounded ones ; there were two or three

wounded who could not get away.
As soon as I got out there I learned what the cause of the trouble

was. It seems that the young men who were on guard became Iright-

ened at the discharge of these guns, and one of them ran ott" aud threw
his gun down. They could not tell anything about it; didn't know how
it occurred. We got order directly, and found out what the cause of the
trouble was.
Those two or three wounded i)ersons were kept there until the next

morning, and I had them sent home. I sent for the father of one of

them, whom I knew to be a good old man. He said his sou, unfortu-
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nately, had been druuk tbe night before and into that riot, and so on

;

and I put myself to the trouble of sending hiui word to carry his son
away, and I had the others carried to their homes.

I left, then, and went to Mayerville, where I had some business. I

thought there would be nothing more of the trouble. In fact, I was in

hopes that these colored men who had escaped would leave the county
entirely, and that there would be no more trouble. I talked to the people,

and advised them to let these colored men alone ; that they would get
well and stand their trial, and it would come off peaceably and quietly

I was afraid of trouble there between the races. We have always,
been very much afraid of that. The negroes outnumber us, so that there
is no telling when they, might rise.

Q. What is the proportion of blacks and whites ?—A. I calculate that
from Mr. Elgin's store to the cane-brake we have about nine hundred
negroes and forty white people. 1 was going to say that I went home,
that is, to Port Gibson, where my family lived, after I went to Mayer-
ville. I had an urgent letter from home.

I talked with my colored people on the plantation pretty freely, and
told them that whisky was at the bottom of it, and that the colored
people ought not to attack the white men in that way.

MOSES JOHNSON.

They were peaceable and quiet when I left, but I learned that after I

left, there was a colored fellow, formerly on my place, a preacher, who had
been constable for a while, and he got to talking with the hands on the
place, and said that white men had shot colored men, and he wanted to

see something about it, and he continued to talk until he got them up to

the sticking-point, and made a speech to them. I was told that ; I don't
know whether it is the truth, but my own colored peope told me—the
old men among them that I have great confidence in. Ihave reason to '

believe that if I had been at home it would not have occurred at all

;

that I could have dissuaded them from anything of the l«iud at aXj but
this fellow had his way about these things. •

Q. Who was that ?—A. Johnson. He was killed.

THE NEGROES START TO AVENGE THEMSELVES.

Q. Moses Johnson ?—A. Yes, sir. He drew them out finally, and
they determined that they would go to Kolling Fork ; and there were
some fellows from the lower place that were very bad characters, and
that were in the habit of drinking; I suppose they might have been un-
der the influence of whisky at the time.

They declared that they would go to Rolling Fork ; and they mustered
up all the stock on the place, that is, the mules and the shot-guns and
muskets, and started up there; and they said they were going to burn
all the gin-houses. The gin-houses are the most valuable buildings that
we have in that county. They were talking of burning gin-houses when
they started; but they thought that they would put that ofl' until they
got back. They talked about the matter there, and said that as they
came back they would burn up all the gin-houses after they had done
the other work that they had to do.

It seems that between the time of my leaving there and the time of
this thing occurring, Mr. Elgin had been sent out to arrest some negro,
I think, who had declared that he would not be arrested and would not
be placed under bonds—he and another man—and the fellow ran and
they shot at him, I think.

The negroes said that Elgin had had a hand in it, and they would go
up and kill him first—that was directly on the road ; and this young man
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who had fired the gun acciden tall}' that night and caused this stampede

—

they could not be made believe that it was accidental
;
you could not

convince them of anything of the sort—the^^ said they would kill these
two white men on the road, and then go to Eolling Fork and kill

everybody else until they got a sufficient number killed.

There was a crowd up at Elgin's store, and abov-e there, to meet them.
Q. How many had that crowd grown to when they came up to Elgin's

store?—A. Not more than twenty fellows, perhaps.

ENLISTING NEGROES TO SWEEP THE WHOLE COUNTY.

Q. How many were they to meet here and above there ?—A. I don't
know the number. They were probably from Hunt's place, just above.

>foah Parker had been enlisting negroes above there. He had the
names, I understood, of several hundred that were ready to join as soon
as they started. He had been working every night up and down the
creek there, and they were just to sweep the whole county when they
got started. Some could not go at all, some were anxious, and some
volunteered, and some allowed themselves to be persuaded into it.

The}' went on up there, and Mr. Elgin met them, and he sent a party
on to Rolling Fork, and detained them as much as he could, to let the
people know up there that these people were coining, and what they were
going to do, and they talked about it a good deal.

WHITE PEOPLE KILL JOHNSON.

Q. Elgin sent up word to the white people, to let them know of the
approach of these bands of blacks ?—A. Yes, sir ; and in the mean time
this i)revious excitement had reached Washington County, where there
was a good many white people in the southern part of the county j and
in fact there was a great man}- right there where this difficulty occurred;
and the white men were arming and getting ready for them up there,

and cauie down to meet them, and they killed this man Johnson, 1 sup-
pose.

. NOAH PARKER AND WADE HAMPTON KILLED.

Q. This Moses Johnson?—A. Yes, sir; he and Noah Parker were
killed, and one white man wounded, and a man by the name of Wade
nami>ton was killed, when 1 got back—just as 1 returned.

BROTHER BROWN TRYING TO RAISE NEGROES TO KILL WHITE PEO-
PLE.

This man Brown—not Derry Brown, but his brother—had been ope-
rating for two days on the lower end of the creek, trying to raise

negroes.

Q. To raise them for what ?—A. Trying to get them out in order to

kill the white men.
Q. W^hat had he done?—A. He rode up and down the creek, back

and forth, until his horse dropped Jilead under him, crying "To arms I

to arms!" all the time; " We cannot stand this thing; we have got to
kill out the white people in this county ;" and so on.

Q. Calling these people to arms for the purpose of killing the white
people of the county ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Was the fact of his going up and down the road made known to
the white people?—A. They knew it; they told me about it. I don't
say this positively, but I had reason to believeit was true.

Q. Thev then armed and came down to meet them ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. These black men of whom you speak were killed in that affair ?

—

A. Yes, sir.

DETRY BROWN MADE THREATS.

Q. A colored man by the name of Derry Brown has been here. Who
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is he ?—A. That is his name. He lives pretty close to me there, and
he has been, for a negro, a very good citizen ; but, unfortunately, I think
Derry rather hates white people, like this man Moses Johnson. 1 think
that the trouble with Derry more than anything else was that he didn't

like white people well. He minds his own business generally, but he
was very much enlisted against the white people in this matter.

Q. Did he make any threats there f—A. So I am toldj that he made
threats and talked about what he would do.

Q. What did he say he would do 'i—A. The white people sent for him,
he being on the lower part of the creek, in order to try and make the
matter up and arrange things. He was opposed to going up there.

berry's idea op arranging the difficulties.

He said that he would not be satisfied until they killed as many white
men as colored men had been killed, and when the same number of

white men were shot as colored men had been shot he would be willing

to arrange it, and would not otherwise. That was about the remark.

ABOUT BOWIE FOREMAN.

Q. What part had Bowie Foreman in this transaction *?—A. He was
a sort of negative character. I don't know that he took an active part
in it. I don't recollect of his having done anything much.

Q. What is his character?—A. A drinking, trifling sort of a negro;
a negro of no character, or not much, any way. He had been a negro
that had had a great deal to do in politics, but he killed himself, even
among his brethren ; they lost confidence in him, as he drank too much.

Q. Did Bowie make any speech at Watson's?—A. No, sir; Bowie
didn't that I know of.

THE TWO BROWNS.

Q. Did Derry Brown?—A. Derry Brown said a good deal there, so I

was told.

Q. Of a threatening character?—A. Yes, sir. Watson was very
much afraid of them. I know that from what he said. He was dodg-
ing all the time there. W^atson was sort of between fires there

—

between the white people above and the negroes below—and the negroes
were not disposed to give up for a day or two; and this man Brown, I

understand, was at the head of them.
Q. Which Brown ?—A. Derry ; and he had Charley, his brother, try-

ing to recruit them.

NUMBER OF BLACKS ASSEMBLED TO KILL THE WHITES.

Q. What number of blacks do you suppose those people got together
for the purpose of killing the white people of that community ?—A. I

don't suppose when they started from my place there was over twenty
to thirty that were actually mounted and armed ; and those from Hunt's
place, I don't know how many there were ; and I don't know how far

they got. They were on the opposite side of the creek.

Q. What was the whole number of negroes collected when the whites

got together and came down upon them ?—A. I don't know.

FATE OF THE BLACK MEN.

Q. Do you know anything more of the fate of those black men that

were killed than that they were killed in this conflict that you have de-

scribed by those white men that were armed coming down upon the

negroes collected there ?—A. No, sir.

NO GIN-HOUSES FIRED.

Q. Were there any gin-houses set fire to at that time ?—A. No, sir.
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REV. MR. BALL.

Q. Do you knowEev. Mr. Ball in that country?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Who is he ?—A. Mr. Ball is a Baptist preacher, an aged man,
and considered a very good man.

Q. Was he at the head of this organization of whites ?—A. Yes, sir

;

so I was told. I don't know anything only from hearsay.

WHITES PREVIOUSLY ORGANIZED FOR DEFENSE AND PROTECTION.

Q. Had these white people any organization of any standing as to

time, or was it a body of men especially collected together to resist this

approach of the blacks ?—A. Well, there had been a kind of an organi-

zation there previous to that.

Q. What did that consist of, and who were in it?—A. It was under-
stood there that the white people, in case of an emergency, which had
been threatened there for some time, would come together for their

mutual defense and protection. They had been organized for that pur-

pose.

Q. Was there much apprehension that such a combination would be
needed?—A. Well, no, sir; at the time it occurred, I didn't think there

was. I was connected with the organization there, but I didn't dream
of any such thing.

Q. Did you ever turn out?—A. Never, except then.

Q. Was there ever a time when they met and drilled and got ready
to go ?—A. No, sir.

Q. Was there more than an agreement that they would come together
for mutual defense?—A. That was just what it amounted to. It was
agreed upon that they would consider themselves organized ; tbat is,

they would come together in case of any trouble of that kind, as they
anticipated trouble to arise sooner or later.

Q. Had there been apprehensions through that county of this race

quarrel?—A. Yes, sir; the people were expecting something of that

kind, and things had grown serious there in that way.

BOWIE FOREMAN AS CORONER.

Q. Have you any knowledge whether Bowie Foreman was appointed
to hold an inquest upon the bodies of the blacks who were killed ?—A.
Not that 1 know of.

Q. Did you ever hear of his being so employed?—A. No, sir.

By Mr. ]McDonald :

Q. Was Foreman a man likely to be appointed to such a place as

thar, as a coroner to hold an inquest?—A» Well, I think possibly he
may have been

;
yes, sir.

Q. Was he a man of that kind of position and intelligence, even among
the colored people?—A. Well, there intelligence was not necessary for

anything of that kind. Bowie Foreman is one of that kind of negroes;
he would push himself forward at all times and under all circumstances.

He had been constable there—acted as constable—and whenever he got
hold of people's money, tbat was the last of it, as I understand. He was
sort of a reckless character, not even a respectable sort of a negro at

all ; but 1 don't know why he should not be appointed to almost any-

thing in the county.

Q. Was he a temperate or intemperate man in his habits ?—A. He
was intemperate.

Q. Was this place where the difiSculty occurred between the white
man and the negro at Mr. Elgin's store?—A. Where it originated was
at Kolliug Fork.
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DIFFICULTY BEGAN AT EOLLING FORK.

Q. How far is Elgin's store from Kolling Fork *?—A. About eiglit or

Dine miles below Rolling Fork, which was where the difHculty arose

;

this whisky drinking, and so on ; this fight when the white man was
shot. All that occurred at Rolling Fork.

Q. You say it was on Sunday morning that you first knew of these
troubles there : what time did you leave the county I—A. I went to

Rolling Fork on Sunday and remained there until Monday evening, until

I thought that we would have no more trouble. 1 sent these wounded
parties away from town in order that there might not be any more
trouble; got them out to their homes ; and I went to Mayerville Monday
evening

;
got over there about Wednesday, perhaps, and returned to my

place on Deer Creek, not by way of Rolling Fork, but by way of Tal-

lula.

Q, How long were you gone from your place and from that neighbor-
hood 1—A. I suppose I was gone a week or ten days. I had a letter at
home when 1 reached there calling me to Port Gibson, or rather to Jeffer-

son County, where I have business, and I left.

Q. During that week that you were gone these further troubles oc-

curred ?—A. Yes, sir ; these further troubles occurred, the most of them.
They were just beginning to be quiet when I got back.

DEEEY BROWN, BROTHER BROWN, MOSES JOHNSON, BOWIE FOREMAN.
Q. You spoke about Derry Brown and his brother rallying the negroes

:

what efforts do you understand his brother made 1—A. I inquired
very ])articularly about that. This is hearsaj, and it possibly might not
be true ; but 1 inquired particularly, and I was told that he galloped up
and down the creek, down below my place, until his horse dropped
dead under him.

Q. How many negro hands, men, had you on your place ?—A. I had
between forty-five and fifty hands ; I don't recollect, but a reasonable pro-

portion of them men.
Q. How many of them started to Rolling Fork under the direction or

control or command of this Moses Johnson f—A. The biggest part of

them.
Q. Did you hear or know anything about Bowie Foreman being dis-

charged from the grand jury?—A. 1 know from hearsay. I was told by
a member of the grand jury that he was on the grand jury, and Judge
Shackleford had him discharged and sent awaj^, on account of drunken-
ness and bad behavior in the grand jurors' room.

THE PROTECTIVE ORGANIZATION.
By the Chairman :

Q. When was this organization formed for the protection of the people
of Rolling Fork"?—A. I cannot tell positively.

Q. You were a member of it ?—A. Yes, sir. It was some time before
this trouble, though. I do not recollect of their ever assembling. I do
not remember that they ever were assembled.

Q. At the time that it was lormed, you had no reason to believe that
there was a necessity for it, and you rather advisee! against it ?—A. Yes,
sir; I advised against it. I thought it ought not to be ; that there was
no need for it, and we could get along without it.

Q. Do you think it was in September, October, or November that it

was organized ?—A. I have very little idea ; some time in the fall.

Q. But there was nothing occurring then that you knew of that

threatened danger?—A. No, sir ; I did not want to organize.

Q. Everything looked very well then ?—A. Yes, sir ; in fact, I wanted
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to avoid anytbing. I am a peace ruaD, and I wanted to avoid even the
appearance of evil if possible.

Q. You thought it was, perhaps, more likely to promote trouble than
to prevent it ?—A. Yes, sir, I did, and I expressed myself that way

j

but, if you will allow me to state further, I had reason to be glad that
there was an organization.

Q. That is when this thing took place ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. What sort of arms were purchased for that orgauizatiou !—A. No
arms at all.

Q. Did you supply yourself with any ?—A. No, sir.

Q. Had you any arms?—A. Nothing in the world during the whole
trouble there.

Q. On what day of the week did this last killing take place ?—A. 1

don't know, sir ; I could not tell you that.

Q. You were not there !—A. I was not in the county, and all I know in

regard to it was rumor.

WHERE THE MEN WERE KILLED.

Q. Can you tell exactly where those men were killed ? As I under-
stand, it was between Elgin's store and KoUing Fork.—A. There were
some killed, 1 understand, between Hunt's and Elgin's store.

Q. How far was that from Rolling Fork ?—A. 1 suppose about ten

miles.

ELGIN THE FIRST WHITE TO BE KILLED.

Q. As I understand you, when Moses Johnson was rallying the men
he proposed to kill Elgin first?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Who was the next man?—A. Hunt.
Q. Was Hunt the man who owned the plantation there?—A. No, sir;

Hunt was a man in che merchandising business there.

Q. Was he the young man who fired the gun?—A. He was the young
man that fell against the window and cause<l the gun to be discharged.

Q. As I understand you, they met at Elgin's place. Was Elgin alone

as regards having any associates, or white men, there at that time?

—

A. Hunt was there, and there was a man in the house or about there.

1 was told there were one or two men there.

TWENTY OR THIRTY NEGROES ARMED AT ELGIN'S.

Q. How many of the negroes were assembled at Elgin's at the time
of this interview ?—A. I don't know positively, but I think about
twenty or thirty.

Q. They were armed probably?—A. l^es, sir 5 I believe they were all

armed.
ELGIN IN THEIR POWER AND NOT HURT.

Q. Then, as a matter of fact, at that time they had Elgin and Hunt
in their power; there were only these two or three white men there, and
there were twenty-five or thirty of the negroes?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. They did not inflict any injury upon Elgin at tliat time, or upon
Hunt?—A. No, sir; they did not, for the reason that Elgin held them
at bay, and told them that they should not advance until they said that

they would not hurt him—that he would fire on them.

Q. Yet still the force was rather large for any one man ; he was
rather in their power, and they could have injured him if they had
chosen to do so?—A. If they had not been afraid, they would have
done it.

Q. You think that they had not quite as much courage as when John-
sou was speaking to them on your plantation?—A. No, sir; Elgin is a
very determined man.
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Q. Where were you at that time?—A. I suppose I was iu Jefi'erson

County or Chxiborue County. After I had left, all this thing occurred.

LOCALITY OF THE KILLING.

Q. How far from your place was it that the killing actually occurred?
—A. Do vou mean the parties that were killed between Hunt's and
Elgin's"?

Q. Yes, sir; how far from where they met Elgin!—A. I think per-

haps a mile from Elgiu's to where they were reported to have been killed.

Q. On the way toward your plantation ?—A. No, sir ; the other way.
Q. Then they were returning from KollingFork?—A. IsTo, sir; this

occurred still tilterward ; this was all done on the part of Washington
County people. Elgin was not directly engaged iu the killing.

Q. No, but I understand Johnson rallied a force on your plantation,

and there was another man that you spoke of as riding his horse to

death—Charlie Brown—and they went toward Eolliug Fork, and they
saw Elgin and John Hunt, and they had an interview with them. Then
what happened?—A. They turned and went back home.

Q. That is, the negroes did ?—A. Yes, sir ; from there I suppose they
went back home ; they went back down the road from there. I don't

know positively whether they went home or went to Hunt's. I don't

remember exactly, but they went back down the road, and those Wash-
ington County men came and invited them up to fight.

Q. Who headed the Washington County men?—A. I suppose—

I

don't know that positively; I know Mr. Ball was in charge.

Q. He was at the head of them ?—A. But he was not a Washington
County man ; he was an Issaquena County man.
Q. Now, then, the engagement, or whatever it was, in which Moses

Johnson and the others were killed took place between Elgin's and
your plantation, and after Moses Johnson, Derry Brown, and the others

had been at Elgin's and were on their way back toward your planta-

tion ?—A. I don't know whether it occurred on their way back or two
or three da,ys afterward. I don't know exactly when it was.

Q. As a matter of fact, they did go any further toward Rolling
Fork than Elgin's ?—A. Not that I know of.

Q. And the killing, when it took place, was nearer your plantation

than Elgin's was?—A. No, sir; not nearer, but it was below Elgin's

store.

Q. Your home is in Claiborne County, Port Gibson ?—A. My home
is in Sharkey County; my family live in Port Gibson. I have my
iamily there on account of the cliildreu going to school.

Q. How long have you owned a plantation in Issaquena or Sharkey
County ?—A. Two years.

Q. Were you acquainted with the negroes there before that time ?

—

A. No, sir; not before 1 went there to live, particularly ; I knew some
of them.

Q. With the excei)tion of this affair that you have been speaking of,

has there been any movement among the negroes hostile to the whites?

—

A. I don't remember of anything like an armed demonstration.

DOES NOT APPREHEND WAR OF RACES NOW.

Q. You have apprehended, and still apprehend, what is called a war
of races ?—A. I do not there now.

Q. You do not now ?—A. I don't think they will try it any more.

Q. What has given you the confidence now that you did not have six

months ago?—A. I think they are satisfied that the white people won't

stand it; that they will attack and whip them out when it comes to a

ught.
M MISS
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Q. So that really now you feel at ease?—A. Yes, sir; much more so

than ever 1 have since the war.

Q. What has brought about this change in the feelings and purposes

of the black people, as you understand it?—A. 1 think the dread of

having their heads shot off" in a fight more than anything else.

Q. What has given them that dread?—A. The fact that they know
the white people are ready to fight theui, and are willing when the time
comes.

Q. What have the white people done that has led the negroes to that

conclusion ?—A. I suppose the fact that they were ready to meet them
in that trouble and dispersed them ; showed that they were prepared
for them in case of trouble.

NEVER HEAED THAT JOHNSON ATTACKED ANYBODY.

Q. Do you know whether Johnson and his followers made an attack

upon anybody ?—A. !No, sir, I do not.

Q. Did not hear anything of that sort?—A. I did not.

Q. What, then, do you suppose led to the killing of Johnson at the

time he was killed ; what happened ? This other transaction, the shoot-

ing of the men at the store, had occurred soroe days before, and you
stated that things had quieted down when you left the county.—A.
The excitement right around town had passed oft—about Kolling Fork

;

that is, the local excitement there ; but this spirit of revenge I sui)pose

w'as growing in the county among the negroes: a disposition to go and
see about this thing, and raise a difficulty about it. I suppose that was
increasing all the time afterward.

Q. As a matter of fact, the negroes had not gone to Rolling Fork ?

—

A. JSTo, sir.

WHY THEY "WERE KILLED.

Q. Within nine miles was about as near as they had been to Rolling

Fork ; and, although they had met Mr. Elgin and Mr. Hunt, they had
not injared them at all, and had not made any demonstration upon them
at all ; and as a matter of fact had gone home and had not advanced on
Ivolling Fork at all. What do you suppose was the real cause of their

being killed ?—A. I suppose it was on account of what they had already

done and what they were trying to do to raise men.
Q, There were some apprehensions that at some time they might make

an attack?—A. I suppose there were. It was rumored that this Char-

lie Brown was attem[)ti!ig to raise men to make an attack upon the

white people of Rolling Fork.

Q. But he was not killed ?—A. He escaped, he kept out of the way.

Q. Had Moses Johnson been on your plantation all the while you
Lave occupied it?—A. No, sir; he had only lived there one year.

MOSES JOHNSON'S POLITICAL OPINIONS.

Q. What was his reputation ?—A. It is this: he was constable in his

beat, and, while he was always very respectful to me, and I never had
any trouble with him, I knew his peculiar political notions, and was
watching him rather closely.

I saw him at a republican meeting where the negroes were speaking.

There was an old negro got up and made a speech, and said he was
tired of tliis thing of foreigners ruling the country, and bethought they

ought to elect some of their own white people and some of their colored

l)eo])le, arul make up a ticket. He mentioned the names of two or three

white people just in that connection; and Moses Johnson says, " We
have heard enough of him ; let's get him down ; he has got no business

up there ; he wants the white people to rule the country
;
get him down;

kick him out!"
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I don't know that those were the words positively, but he cried him
down. Moses Johnson did not believe in white Iblks having anything
to do in that way at all. I suppose he was honest in his belief, but at

the same time I did not admire his political opinious.

Q. Was he a man of some intelligence?—A. Well, he could read and
write.

Q. Was he a preacher among the negroes ?—A. Yes, sir ; he was a
lyreacherj he would preach to them, and fight them, too, and do any-
thing else; a jack-of-all-trades among them.

Q. Eev. Mr. Ball did the samel—A. Yes, sir.

THE WITNESS ON HIS OWN PLANTATION.

By Mr. Cameron :

Q. Where did you remain on the Saturday night prior to the Sunday
you have mentioned ?—A. I was at home, sir ; I left home Sunday
morning.

Q. How many white people were on your plantation at that time ?

—

A. There was one white man, if 1 remember right.

Q. Besides yourself ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And how many colored men "?—A. I had about forty or fifty

hands ; I don't know exactly how many men there were among them. I

have never made a calculation as to the number accurately.

Q. Did you have any arms at that time?—A. 1 had at home a shot-

gun ; no other arms.

Q. Did this white man with you have any arms?—A. No, sir; I don't
think he ever owned a gnn in his life.

Q. So the only arms on the plantation at that time was one shot-gun?
—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you know whether the negroes on your plantation had any
arms at that time?—A. They had, perhaps, some old shot-guns or old
muskets

; a good many of them bought muskets at the close of the war
for game purposes ; most of them had that kind of weapon.

Q. What time did you leave home on that morning?—A. I left home,
I suppose, about 8 o'clock.

Q. Well, where did you go ?—A. I went to Mr. Watson's place.

Q. How far is that from your place?—A. That is about two miles
from my place. I went there, and went with Mrs. Watson and another
lady to church ; went down therefor the purpose of going with them to
church.

HIS PERSONAL KNOWLEDGE OF THESE TRANSACTIONS.

Q. State what personal knowledge you have of any of these transac-
tions ; not what you have heard, but all that you have seen yourself.

—

A. W^ell, sir, I will state exactly what I saw. I went to Boiling Fork,
and I saw a man there with a pistol in his hand

Q. Who was that man ?—A. That man's name was Barrow. He was
a white man, guarding what negroes had been arrested who had done
this shooting of the white man at the Forks. I inquired about what it

meant, and so on, and was told by some one. 1 went on to church, and
attended church-service. They were so fortunate as to have an Epis-
copal minister, which we did not often have, and I was very anxious to

go to church.
After I came out of church, 1 saw this same man guarding the

house. 1 remained there during the day, and saw a prisoner brought
in occasionally. 1 cannot remember now exactly how many.

Q. All colored men ?—A. All colored men ; for they were all colored
engaged in this. I was asked to remain there, which I did reluctantly.
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Q. Who asked you to remaiu ?—A. I tbink Mr. Lloyd Eogau ; I am
pretty sure that he was the individual who asked me to remaiu. I went
to Colouel Brown's, took some supi)er with him, and came back to town,
and went into a house adjoining the house where these prisoners were
kept, and I saw a good many gentlemen there. I talked with them on a
good many subjects, and, in tbe mean time, this firing began. We rushed
out of the house, and 1 saw a man who was shot.

Q. Who was the man who was shot ?—A. I think his uame was
Dutcher or Deitzer ; he was a Jew from above. I saw a horse that was
shot, groaning on the ground. I do not remember anything else, partic-

ularly, except that I saw a general confusion after that.

The next morning 1 went after breakfast—1 think I went up and took
breakfast with Colonel Brown, and came back and went to see those
wounded men there. There were two or three, I am not positive which.

Q. Colored men ?—A. Yes, sir. 1 asked an old negro there who they,

were, and I think he told me that he knew the father of one, and that

the other lived there in that neighborhood. I asked Dr. Goodman to

take charge of them, and he said he would do it. I asked him to ex-

amine their wounds, and saw that he did that. I had them sent away.
Q. Were they gunshot wounds?—A. Yes, sir. I left there about

noon, 1 think. 1 had the horse hauled away that was dead on the street.

Q. Is that all you know ?—A. That is about all that I can think of,

sir, that I saw, that would be of any importance.

WHO SAID THE GUN WAS ACCIDENTALLY DISCHARGED.

Q. Who informed you that the gun of this man was accidentally

discharged?—A. I think one Mr. Groome, who was right near me, told

me so.

Q. Mr. Groome was a white man, was he?—A. Yes, sir.

ABOUT COllONER'S INQUEST.

Q. Do you know from personal knowledge, or are you satisfied from
reliable information, that no coroner's inquest was held upon the bodies

of these men who were killed there at that time?—A. I do not.

Q. IJave you ever heard that any was held?—A. I don't think that I

ever heard it mentioned until in this room.

Q. Are you satisfied that none was held ?—A. Xo, sir ; I am uot sat-

isfied any way about it, because I don't know ; I never heard of it be-

fore.

DID NOT TELL THAT NEGROES WENT TO KILL ELGIN AND HUNT.

Q. Ou what day do you understand that the negroes went to the

store of Elgin «& nunt with the avowed purpose of killing them ?—A. I

could not tell you that.

Q. What day of the week ?—A. I don't know the day.

don't know how LONG AFTER THAT THESE MEN WERE KILLED.

Q. How long after that before these six men were killed?—A. I don't

know that, either.

Q. W^as it the same day or week ?—A. 1 don't know ; I could not tell

you ; all this occurred during my absence. There is a strong belief in

my mind now in regard to it; I have an impression, but it may uot be
entirely correct.

Q. What is your impression as to the time when it occurred?—A. I

don't know that 1 have any impression in regard to that particular

thing. I meant that I had an impression as to the whole matter, which
was made on my mind then, which was much more definite than it is now.
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don't know that they were killed in conflict.

Q. Senator Baj^ard asked you if tliose men were not killed in an
actual conflict 1—A. Well, I don't know.

Q. You answered that tbey were : what do you know about tbat ?

—

A. Tbey were killed in this trouble ; whether tbey actually bad arms,
and were in a direct fight or not, I could not say, because I don't knovr.

Q. All the information you have in regard to tbat has been derived
from others ?—A. Yes, sir ; from diflferent sources—from colored people
and from white people and all.

CAN NEVER BE BROUGHT BEFORE THE GRAND JURY.

Q. Do you kuow whether or not this killing has ever been investi-

gated before the grand jury of the county f—A. If it ha ; I have never
heard of it.

Q. Have you ever been subpcenaed before the grand jury in regard
to it ?—A. No, sir.

W. D. BROWN—ISSAQUENA (SHARKEY) COUNTY.

Jackson, Miss., Jnne 22, 1876.

PERSONAL STATEMENT.

W. D. Brown sworn and examined.

By Mr. Bayard:

Question. Where do you reside ?—Answer. I reside at Rolling Fork,
Sharkey County.

Q. Sharkey is a new county carved out of Issaquena?—A. Y'es, sir;

carved out of Issaquena, Wasbington, and a small portion of Warren.
Q. How long have you resided there ?—A. I have resided there ever

since 1 was quite a young man—seventeen years, now in the 18th year
of my residence at this place.

Q. You resided there in last December ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. What is your occupation ?—A. I am engaged in planting ; I am
also an attorney at law.

THE ROLLING FORK MASSACRE.

Q. We have had before us some witnesses, colored men, from that

l^art of the country, who bave detailed tbe facts of the killing of six or

seven colored men there in December last ; one of them was named, I

believe, Moses Johnson, a negro preacher ; and it is in regard to that
aftair I suppose you have come to testify. Will you be kind enough in

your own way to state the condition of affairs, and the circumstances
attending that transaction ; the state of affairs in the county, and what
happened ?—A. Do you wish me to go back in my statement to tbe con-

dition of affairs preceding this occurrence, or to commence at tbe tune
of the occurrence ?

Q. As I am entirely uninformed as to what your knowledge is, sir, I

do not know exactly what to say. The cognizance of the committee is

directed to affairs during tbe election of 1875, and the facts attend-

ing that canvass. Perhaps it will be as well if you state what tbat

was, and what occurred tben, as you know about it.—A. Tbe trouble

referred to occurred, of course, subsequent to that time.

Q. Were you there during the canvass of 1875!—A. I was there con-

tinuously.
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Q. You took part in the election?—A. To the extent of voting. I

made oue or two speeches to the colored people.

Q. With which party were you connected?—A. I voted with the

democratic party.

THE CANVASS WAS PERFECTLY PEACEFUL.

Q. What was the general character of the canvass as to peace, quiet,

and order?—A. The canvass was perfectly peaceful, perfectly orderly,

to my certain knowledge, in my section of the couuty. I heard nothing

to the contrary in otber parts of the connty. There was the fullest

freedom of opinion and expression, and if you desire me to state the

facts, I now have in my mind a fact that shows that state of things to

have existed.

BLACKS ATTEND THE DEMOCRATIC MEETINGS.

I recollect that during the canvass quite a large meeting was held as

a democratic meeting, and the parties had information that the demo-
crats were going to attempt to convert the negro people of the country

to that party, and to convince them that their interests were identical

with those of the whites, and to bring them to vote with us.

I myself was called upon to speak on that occasion, and did so, and
quite a nuu)ber of others.

A large number of colored people were there and the utmost good
feeling prevailed; and before the meeting was closed, 1 think, there were
three or four colored men, republicans, made speeches.

In those speeches the utmost liberty and freedom" was manifest; and I

may go further and say that even some rather violent expressions were
made use of by oue, particularly, of the colored speakers, the then sheriff

of the couuty, Mr. Scott.

NO EFFORT TO TRAiLilEL FREEDOM OF SPEECH.

Tie made quite an ultra speech, declaring himself to be a republican.

And every other speaker on that occasion was treated with the utmost
courtesy and consideration.

1 never hiive seen anything, and in fact 1 know of my own personal

knowledge, that there has been no eflbrt to trammel freedom of si)eech;

and, to illustrate the extent of that freedimi, I will now quote a single

expression made use of by one of those illiterate, untutored colored men
that made a speech on that occasion.

There was a large crowd of colored people present, and a large crowd
of whites also, but the latter were decidedly in the minority, lie said,

" You have your feet upon the necks of the democrats, and keep them
th re." There was no objection to that exi)ression ; no resentment on
the part of the democrats when that was uttered. I merely refer to

that as an illustration of the freedom of speech.

Q. llow long was that before the election?—A. That, 1 think, was
about two or three weeks prior to the election ; the exact time 1 cannot
state.

Q. Were you there on the day of the election ?—A. 1 was.

THE ELECTION WAS PEACEABLE AND ORDERLY.

Q. What was the character of the election ?—A. The election was as

peaceable and orderly as ever was had in the county since my residence

there.

Q. What was the result of it?—A. The result was largely republican.

Q. Were all the county otTicers elected republicans?—A. Our sheriff

was a re[)ublican, our clerk and all the county officers were republican;

not a single democrat that 1 now recollect of.
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COUNTY OFFICERS NEARLY ALL NEGROES.

Q How many of those were uegi^oes?—A. They were almost uni-

versally uegroes. The sheriff was a colored man, our clerk is a white
man, a republican. I believe that the assessor is a. white man ; the magis-
trates are colored ; and I in fact cannot recollect of but one white per-

son elected at that time
Q. Who is your county treasurer?—A. Of the old county, do you

mean ?

Q. Yes, sir; the one elected in 1875!—A. The county treasurer is

David Mayer.
Q, White or black ?—A. A white man.

NO INTIMIDATION OR VIOLENCE AT THE POLLS.

Q. State whether or not there was any violence or intimidation ex-

hibited at the polls or during the canvass to your knowledge ?—A. None
whatever that I am aware of. I in fact never heard of it and never saw
anything of it. 1 am confident that nothing of the kind was ever made
use of.

Q. What was the number of the blacks as compared to the whites where
you live ?—A. I shall have to speak very generally and w^ithout data, and
cannot justify anything like an attempt at accuracy, for the reason that
we have had no enumeration for the last several years that could be
relied upon. I don't know that I would come very close to it, but I

should say, giving an approximate estimate—do you refer to the aggre-
gate ijopulation, or just the voting population t

PROPORTION OF THE RACES.

Q. You may give either.—A. The ratio of the aggregate population
a few years ago, 1 think, was about twelve or thirteen to one; that is

my recollection. That proportion has decreased within the last two or
three years on account of the immigration of tbe whites to the bottom
district.

ABOUT THE KILLING OF THE NEGROES AT ROLLING FORK.

Q. Now passing from that to the trouble that took place in December,
give to this committee a history of that.—A. The history of that trouble,

sir, in brief is this

:

On the night of the 20th of November, perhaps somewhere near the
hour of midnight, some trouble or difticulty arose between a colored
man and a white man, or hardly a man—you may call him a boy—at the
town of Rolling Fork; blows ensued, and the colored man (parsed tho
white man, calling him some very ugly names, and thereupon he struck
the colored man with a knife.

IT WAS A DRUNKEN ROW.

Q. Had the parties been drinking!

—

A. lb was a drunken row. I
was not in it, but it was a notorious fact tliat it was a drunken row.
The boy, knowing that he was likel^^ to be overpowered, immediately

fled and concealed himself in the back room of a store. The negroes
gathered a mob of about forty or fifty persons and went to the store, broke
open the doors—knocked out the lights, tiie glass—and went into the back
room and shot the boy, and brutally beat him with a large iron rod; or

attempted to do it, but other objects in the room caught the blows; and
they left thinking they had killed him, but they had not. And they
called on a colored magistrate there in the town

Q. Give his name.—A. Harrison Smith, a justice of the peace at

that time.
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NEGROES ARRESTED.

Q. He was a colored man t—A. He was a colored mau. He issued

warrauts for the arrest of these negroes, and in the course of the night

and quite early the following morning they had arrested them to the
number of twelve or fourteen.

Q. I understand that the number that took part in this attack upon
the boy was forty or fifty, and then that some twelve or fourteen were
arrested in the course of the night !—A, Yes, sir, as the prime actors in

the trouble ; and early the following morning they were lodged in an
\old store down there and put under a white guard, and kept under that
guard during the day.

NEGRO MAGISTRATE APPOINTS A WHITE GUARD FOR THE PRISONERS.

On the following night, or rather during the day, Sunday, there was
an evident disposition to create some stir on the part of turbulent char-

acters—colored men.
The idea of a crowd of colored people being guarded by white people

was something like a novelty in the history of that neighborhood. But
this occurrence had excited such a feeling of indignation that the whites

asked the magistrate to appoint them to guard the prisoners, and he
did it.

There was an effort made by certain prominent negroes to induce the
magistrate to discharge the white guard and place colored people over
them, or at any rate to divide the guard—make part black and part
white. He did not do it.

BITTER FEELING BETWEEN WHITES AND NEGROES.

The feeling was very bitter, and there were ai)i)rehensions that a riot

would take place on that day ; but, fortunately, none did take place.

In the course of the night, perhaps about the hour of V2 o'clock, there

was an alarm raised, anu in a short while there was a considerable

amount of shooting.

SHOOTING BEGINS—SO]yiE OF THE PRISONERS ESCAPE.

I was lying on the counter of a store in compan3' with a large number
of gentlemen, perhaps 20 to 25 white men. 1 was dozing, and I was
suddenly aroused by a noise which I supposed at that time to be the

noise of a large number of horses rushing over the bridge near by.

Immediately following that, I heard a crashing of windows and sash,

&c., or a crashing noise, which I alterward iound to have been caused

by the breaking of windows, sashes, &c. About the same time 1 heaid
the firing commence ; and the result of that shooting was that a couple

of the colored men that were confined were slightly wounded ;
one of tLe

white citizens was also wounded pretty severely, and all the prisoners

escaped except four that night.

On the following day the magistrate was to have had a preliminary

examination, but the feeling became very bitter on the part of the col-

ored i)eople, and a number of citizens, I among the number, apprehended
violence.

RIOTERS RELEASED ON BAIL.

I ])crsuaded the magistrate, in company with one or two others, to

guard against the trouble by putting those parties under bonds lor their

appearance before the ensuing term of the circuit court, and he did so.

Q. These black men °?—A. Yes, sir ; these rioters; they were released.

Q. Who went their bail ?—A. A few colored men were bondsmen on
some of the bonds, and two or three white citizens were bondsmen on
others. The bonds were all worthless, 1 think, but one, maybe two,

exceptions. It was resorted to as an expedient to guard against trouble.
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THE WHOLE COUNTY EXCITED.

Following tbis occurrence the air was full of rumors for about a week
or ten days, I tbink, tbat tbe negroes were arming in tbe neigbborbood
below us for tbe purj)ose of attacking the town. 1 am speaking now

—

I cannot give you anything but rumor upon tbis point. Tbe wbole
country was excited and very mucb agitated.

Q. To wbat effect were tbese rumors 1—A. Tfiey were to tbe effect

tbat tbe colored people bad declared tbeir purpose to take and burn tbe

town, burn tbe gin-bouses, and kill tbe people indiscriminately. I my-
self did not take tbe trouble to trace tbe rumors, but otber citizens,

some of wbom I suppose are bere, botb colored and white, can give you
better information upon tbat point than I can.

THE TRAGEDY CULMINATES AT ROLLING FORK.

Thepublic were very mucb excited by those rumor^s—the wbole country;
women and children were sleeplessfor weeks, for night after night ; and
the final culmination of tbe tragedy was reached, 1 think, in about two
weeks from the first outbreak at tbe town of Kolling Fork.

COLORED MEN KILLED—" NO ONE KNOWS WHO DID THE KILLING."

I am satisfied tbat five or six, or may be seven—I would not be able to

give you tbe exact number, but several colored men were killed. There,

is no question on that point. I never saw them ; I only heard they w^ere

killed, and I have never seen tbe man yet who knows who did the kill-

ing, though tbe fact tbat they were killed is beyond question. I take
that as a fact of general notoriety.

Q. Have the negroes banded there in any force?— A. Well, sir, they
were gathered in the neigbborbood below, as other witnesses will show,
and in one or two instances parties bad started up from about eight or

ten miles, 1 think, below the town, toward the town, in open daylight, for

the i)urpose of carrying into execution their threats; and that armed
demonstration just brought the thing to a bead.

NEGROES REPORTED BANDED AND ARMED.

Q. Have you any idea of tbe numbers of tbe negroes that were massed
in tbese different organizations?—A. Our information was that on one
particular plantation, or rather series of plantations, known as tbe Hill

l)lantatious, in the lower part of the county, there were three organiza-

tions, I tbink, aggregating 180.

Q. They were understood to be armed ?—A. They were understood to

be armed; and, if 1 can give matters of hearsay—rumor—tbis informa-

tion as to tbeir intent of an attack upon tbe town of Rolling Fork came,
a large part of it, from them ; and in one instance I got it directly from
a colored man himself. Tbe colored man disclosed wbat he stated to be
a conspiracy to that effect.

WHITE PEOPLE AFRAID OF AN ATTACK.

Q. Were the white people of that community firmly impressed with
the belief tbat tbeir town was to be attacked and fired ?—A. 1 can
speak for myself, and judging of others' impressions by their conduct, tbe

oldest and most steady citizens of tbe county, as well as the young, felt

that apprehension so distinctly impressed upon them tbat almost to a
man, without an exception, they united together and stood watching
that village night after night from the time of tbese rumors becoming
prevalent until tbe culmination of this affair—sleepless.

ABOUT DERRY BROWN.
Q. Do you know a man by tbe name of Derry Brown ?—A. I know

him very well.
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Q. What part did he take in getting up these negro organizations?

—

A. I am only jjrepared to speak ot his participation in the matter from
the report of others, who will appear before you, and who can give you
the facts more fully. He was regarded as a very bad character, and was
represented to have taken a very active part in those organizations.

THREATS MADE BY DERBY BBOWN.

Q. Did you hear of any threats made by him?—A. I heard of them,
but I did not hear them myself—very violent threats to that effect

These threats, however, I think, perhaps, were subsequent to the culmi-

nation of these troubles, most of them, at least on the part of Derry and
Charles Brown.

ABOUT CHARLES BROWN.

Q. Who was Charles Brown?—A. A brother of Derry, who interested

himself in getting up these organizations prior to the culmination of this

trouble.

Q. Do you mean the armed organizations of negroes ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And for what ])urpose ?—A. Well, sir, we could only judge their

purj)Ose by the result; but I am giving you now the matter of report

exclusively.

RUMOR OF NEGROES ARMING TO KILL THE "WHITES.

After that first riot at Rolling Fork the rumor reached us that they
were arming for the purpose of attac-king IJolling Fork, killing the

whites, and burning and destroying the projx'rty generally.

ALL THE WHITES ARRAYED.
Q. What citizens were those who arrayed themselves in opposition

to this?—A. As 1 stated a while ago, the white citizens universally; I

think lean say universally ; I don't think tbere was an exception.

Q. It resulted in the killing of A. 1 am satisfied that several

men were killed. Two or three prominent characters, or consi)icuou8

characters, in my own neighborhood I have never seen since. 1 heard
that they were killed, and I am satisfied that they were killed.

ONE WHITE MAN ACCIDENTALLY' KILLED.

Q. Were there any white men killed or injured beiore this killing of

the six black men?—A. There was one white man accidentally killed

at the time of this occurrence or on the following morning—the occur-

rence on Saturday night ; that is, on the Sunday morning after the riot of

Saturday night there was a white man accidentally killed by one of the

citizens; the accidental discharge, 1 think— 1 did not see that, I merely
heard that—of his pistol, in tbe town. 1 do not recollect of any other

white person being killed; none at all, I think, in connection with the

trouble.

Q. Proceed as to the matter.—A. These troubles had kept the country
in agitation for, I think, about two weeks.
A day or two after the reported killing of these colored men, a number

of tlie citizens, and I belive I am one of tlie class, instituted this com-
mittee, what is known as the " Peace Meeting ;" and quite a large num-
ber of the orderly, good colored people from the different p.arts of the

county in which these disturbances took place, from Polling Fork on
down to the southern limit of the county, consented to the peace meet-
ing and went into it.

NEGROES ATTEND A PEACE MEETING.
We appointed several white citizens from our neighborhood, and they

went into it.
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They belcl a consultation in tbat meeting, and these good colored

people expressed their hearty condemnation of the conduct of certain

turbnlent characters, many of whom were named in the meeting, and ex-

pressed their purpose to drive them out of the country, or to arrest

them and punish them, or deliver them up to the white people to be
dealt with summarily, as the civil authorities were utterly powerless.

THE NEaEOES ^DMIT SOME OF THEIR RACE BROUGHT OIS THE CON-
FLICT.

Q. Did these colored people recognize the fact that these negroes had
produced this couiiict '?—A. Yes, sir ; that was an admitted fact in the
meeting; and the action of the meeting was based upon that idea.

1 have in my possession, I believe, a copy of the original proceedings
of that meeting.

AN AGREEjVIENT MADE AND SIGNED.

Q. Did they take the iormof an agreement in writing?—A. It was
an agreement entered into between the colored delegates from this dis-

turbed district of tbe count}' and the white citizens of the llolling Fork
community.

Q. Were you a party to that !—A. I was.

NEGROES OSTRACISED.

Q. Look at that paper [handing witness a copy of the agreement].

—

A. Tliat is the paper, sir. That is my own rough, hurried handwritiug.
Two of us acted as secretaries of the meeting—myself and a gentleman
named Casey. I wrote the body of the instrument, and he tilled out the
blanks here with the names of these ostracized colored people that those
other colored people said they would be responsible for. The names of

those ostracized colored jieople were given in by these colored delegates.

This contains a list of the colored delegates, and the whites also.

[The witness read the agreement, as follows:]

THE AGREEMENT.
Rolling Fork, Miss., December 7, 1875.

A convention assembled this day at the place above named for the purpose of tnking
such action as will restore and preserve peace and good order in our county, the fol-

lowing persons being present as delegates, viz :

D. M. Mickey, P. H. Johnson, delegates from Geoigiana plantation.
Wash. Hamilton, Ironi Watson's plantation.

Jack Hill, from Reality plantation.

Robert Roun, Andrew Hoy, from Onward plantatio'.i.

Sam Jones and Aaron Dean, from Sixteenth section ; and
Jerry Carson, Iroui Good Intent plantation.

And the following, also, as delegates, representing the Rolling Fork community:
W. D. Brown, Thomas C. Watson, E. V. Clements, John T. Casey, and W. B. Mc-

Quillen.

After a full and open expression of opinions and wishes from the colored delegates,

and also from the whites, the following was agreed upon, viz :

The colored delegates pledge themselves, on their part, to be peaceable themselves,
and do all in their power to preserve peace on their respective plantations and in their

respective neighborhoods; to bring to speedy justice all violations of peace and good
order.

They, the colored delegates, disclaim any responsibility for the past or future conduct
of Derry Brown and Charles Brown, and they fairlj- and fully consent that such disposi-

tion may be made of their cases, for the purpose of preventing the execution of threats
against the good order of the country, as to the white citizens may deem advisable.

The colored delegates further promise to do their utmost to arrest and deliver to the
people the following turbulent persons, viz :

On the Keo Place: Derry Brown, Charley Brown.
Watson Place : Bill Hughes or Jones, Jim Robertson.
On Moore Place : Jack Williams, Silas Baldwin, George Williams, Warner Meyers,

John Hopkins.
On the Hunt Place : William Dean, Evans Brown, Frank Anderson, Samuel Brewer,

Fred Bell.
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The white delegates on their part pledge themselves to protect to the utmost of their

power all quiet aud orderly colored people, aud to see to it that they sutler no wrong
or violence, either at their hands or at the hands of evil-disposed colored people.

Colonel Lewis Ball. Aaron Dean.
Theo. C. Watson. Sam Jones.
Wm. B. McQuillen. Jerry Carson.
J. E. Elgin. D. M. Mickey.
David Hunt. Jack Hill,

P. H. Johnson. Andrew^ Hoy
J. W. Ellis. W. D. Broavn.
RoBT. Koan. I. T. Casey.
Wash. Hamilton.

That was just a rough hurried sketch of the agreement entered into

between the white citizens and the colored men, lor the purpose of quiet-

ing the public feeling on the part of the whites and blacks.

NAMES OF KEGKOES OUTLAWED.
Q. "The following turbulent persons, viz: On the Keo Place, Derry

Brown, Charles Brown," aud then others : what part had th( y taken iu

these disturbances?—A. I can speak only as to what was said to me.

Q. I want to know what occurred at the meeting.—A. They were
treated as outlaws by their own people, on that paper, in that agree-

ment, on account of their participation iu and iu direct aid to those

parties.

The^e colored people made this agreement: "We, as orderly peo-
ple, want to do whatever we can to heli) you preserve peace. We
will agree to this: if you will aid us and protect us, and see to it that

we sutler no violence, we will see to it that these peot)le whose nam.es

are there on that paper are either driven out of this country, or that

they are arrested and punished; and on your part all we ask ot you is

just to see to it that we are protected."

WHAT THE WHITES WOULD HAVE DONE WITH THEM.

Q. If these people had been apprehended, Derry aud Charles Brown,
Bill Hughes, and others on that paper, what was proposed to be done
Avith them ?—A. I think that if they had been api)rehended then, that

they would in the midst of the excitement have been dealt with pretty

harshly.

Q. If they had been arrested immediately after the excitement what
was proposed to be done with themf—A. I do not know as anythiug
was proi)Osed to be done with them ; I am not prepared to say, except

as the statement there indicates on its face.

Q. Was it proposed to deal with them according to law for their

crimes, or what ?—A. I supi)ose that was their purpose; or that they

were to be notitied to get out of the country. 1 heard nothing as to

their taking any other course.

THE NAMES FURNISHED BY COLORED PEOPLE.

Q. Were those names furnished by colored persons?—A. Yes, sir;

by that list of colored delegates from their respective plantations.

Q. None of those negroes were present ?

—

A. No, sir.

Q. A^id the names were handed to you ?—A. They were called out
openly in the meeting, and this other secretary, who acted with me
jointly, tilled them iu.

Q. Who was he?—A. John T.Casey He took the paper then aud
added the names iu there as they were called out.

Q. How many colored men's names, and whi(;h are the colored men's
names, attached to that paper?—A. P. H. Johnson is a colored man,
Kobert Roan is a colored man, Wash. Hamiltou is colored, Aaron Dean
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is a colored man, Sam Jones is a colored mau, Jerry Carson and D. M.
Mickey are colored men, Jack Hill

Q. Is not Mickey a colored justice of the peace ?—A. He was at that

time—Audrew Hoy. That closes the list of colored men ; the others

are names of white citizens.

Q. I see there are sixteen names ;
there are seven whites and nine col-

ored.—A. I never counted the number ; that is a correct list, though.

Q. The rest of these are white men ?—A. They are white men, sir.

Q. Citizeus of that vicinity ?—A. Of that vicinity and of the vicinity

below, from which these colored people came.

NEGrROES ASK TO HAVE THE AGREEMENT KEPT SECRET.

Q. Did the colored men admit the organization of clubs down there
through the country, and tbe arming of tbem ?—A. The whole proceed-
ing of tbe meeting was predicated upon the idea that such an organiza-
tion had existed ; but those colored men said very little upon that sub-

ject. They were prudent and discreet men, an«l seemed to be desirous
of not embroiling themselves with their color; and, in fact, they re-

quested us to be very careful and keep that paper secret.

Q. Did they, or not, return these names to you as the ring leaders in

this scheme which you have mentioned *?—A. As the prime actors in

this conspiracy.

Q. What were the object of this conspiracy?—A. It was understood
to be to burn, kill, aud destroy generally, by way of retaliation for this

affair that I detailed in the outset of my testimony

.

WHITES ANXIOUS TO HAVE PEACE.

It was something novel in that country that white people should as-

sume to exercise any part of the civil authority of the country. We had
for years aud years, in fact ever since the late war, in consideration of
our small numbers, quietly acquiesced in the rule of the colored man.
We felt our utter dependence upon him as the laborer of the country

;

we were anxious to preserve peace and would make no issue with him
;

and submitted to the rule of the colored men ; had submitted to them,
until this spectacle on Sunday morning, which I have referred to, of
eight or ten white citizens guarding a lot of colored people as prisoners,

seemed to exasperate aud stir up the bad blood of a large number of
these prominent negroes.

WHO PLACED THE GUARD.

Q. I understand that the guard was placed there by authority of

law ?—A. It was placed there by a colored magistrate who arrived here
to-day.

Q. What is his name ?—A. Harrison Smith.

By Mr. McMillan :

Q. Was he at that meeting?—A. He was not at the meeting; his

name is not there.

Q. Tbe names of these ringleaders were furnished by their own peo-
ple ?—A. They were given in by these colored delegates. They just

gave us certain excepted characters, for whom they could not undertake
any responsibility, and whom they proposed either to drive out of the
country, or against whom they would enforce the law.

Q. Bring tbem to justice ?—A. Yes, sir
;
punish them.

NO POLITICAL MEANING TO THE PEACE MEETING.

Q. In this affair from the first to the last, was there any political in-

tent or significance ?— A.. It had no connection with political matters at

all as I understood and felt ; none whatever. It was simply an effort
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on tlie part of tlie white people to protect themselves against what we
understood and believed to be an organized conspiracy, that would,

unless speedily checked, have le<l to the slaughter, indiscriminately, of

the whites and blacks in the county.

WHITES SPARSE AND SCATTERED.

Q. State to the committee whether the white people of that county gen-

erally lived isolated from each other; that is, on large places at a distance

from each other, and whether they were within reach of each other so as

to afford nuitnal protection.—A. The Deer Creek country is somewhat
isolated from the exterior world, and is distant from the Mississii)pi

Itiver on an average from twelve to fifteen miles, with an intervening

miserable swamp, which, in some seasons of the year, is impassable.

We have access to Yicksbnrgh at certain seasons of the year, but for six

months of the year, and that was a part of the six months, it is inacces-

sible except by a tedious land-route to Vickaburgh, or a tedious drive to

the Mississippi River across the miserable swamp.
The plantiitions many of them are large, and the whites are, as com-

pared with the colored i^eople, sparse and scattered ; not so n)uch so

now as they were a few years ago, as the white element is increasing

largely in that country.

Q. Is the country divided into large plantations ?—A. Yes, sir ; though
not so much so as once, for they are being somewhat cut up.

Q. At what distance from assistance or from white association do
most of the white i)lanters and their families reside?—A. Do 50u refer

to association outside of the country?
Q. 1 mean as to their neighbors.—A. As I said a while ago, the whit-e

poi)ulation is now much larger than several years ago. Take my neigh-

borhood, for instance, as a sample: there, within a radius of two miles,

I could include five or six families, perhaps six or seven families. Along-

farther down remote from the town, or the village, the plantations are

larger and the whites much more sparse; sometimes one or two white
people on a plantation, while there are perhaps from 100 to 150 colored

people of all sizes and sexes; sometimes two or three on a plantation
where there are 40 or 50 negroes.

THE POWER OF THE BLACKS IF THEY KNEW THEIR STRENGTH.

Q. I desire to obtain from you an idea as to the relative want of pro-

tection of the white people of that county should the colored people be
disposed to injure them.—A. If the colored people were disposed to do
that thing, and had the capacity tor organization, and could keep their

own counsel, they could annihilate the white people in a very short while,

there is such a disparity between their numbers; and it was that very
fact that kept us in constant alarm there, and caused us to open our
eyes and to act with a view to our safety.

CROSS-EXAMINED.

By the Chairman :

Q. You have stated that you heard various rumors in November of

organizations among the negroes ibr the purpose of killing, and you
said you took no pains to ascertain whether they were true or not?—A.
I did not personally; others did that; 1 did not myself.

PERSONAL RECORD.

Q. TTow long have you lived in that country?—A. I think tb>s is the
Beventeenth year of my residence where I now live.

Q. Have you a family there?—A. Yes, sir; I have a family.

Q. Have you any property there?—A. My wife has.
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Q. To wbat extent ?—A. We have a tract of, I believe, seven or eight
hundred acres, but there are three or four other interests in it.

Q. Are you phmting on if?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you raise cotton 'i—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Where was your crop at that time?—A. Part of it had been
shipped to the city of New Orleans and part was in tlie field.

Q. Was there a cotton-gin on your estate"?—A. Not at that time—

I

never had one.

Q. Of what place are vou a native 1—A. Of Middle Tennessee, county
of Giles.

tooe: no steps to ascertain the truth of rumors.

Q. You took no steps to ascertain whether these rumors were true?

—

A. I did not, but I was in constant communication with other gentle
men who made it their special business to look into and inquire about
these rumors, which were to the efi'ect that they were 180 colored men
armed in the lower part of the county, and on other plantations between
us and that part of the county.

Q. Who were the men that gave you this information ?—A. There
was quite a number ; I could give you the names of some of them

:

J. H. Kobertson—I really feel at a loss to know what names to give;
they are so numerous I hardly know how to give them. I recollect the
name of Mr. Barrow, and most all of my near neighbors.

Q. Who were your near neighbors?—A. Dr. Clements is the nearest.

Q. Is he one that gave you this information ?—A. 1 do not think he
gave me this information, but we were discussing these matters among
ourselves; perhaps he got his information from the same source that I

derived my own trom.

Q. Taking any one of these many x^ersons, either one of those you
have named, or some other, what did that person, Tfr any one person, say
to you that he had himself done for the purpose of ascertaining whether
these rumors were true or false?—A. 1 can tell you what he told me
was done immediately after these rumors gained currency. I think he
heard others

COLORED PEOPLE WATCHED.
Q. Mr. Robertson you are speaking of ?—A. Yes. He and the others,

perhaps this gentleman whose name appears on that paper, Colonel Ball,

1 am not positive, adopted this expedient : they selected discreet, care-

ful men, who sometimes at night took their jiositions at points along the
public road and at other places where they would not be observed, that
they might catch anything that would lead to the detection of the con-
spiracy, if true; and the conversations of colored people taking place,

for instance, in public gatherings, or at stores, and other places, were
sometimes noted as pointing to that thing.

Q. What particular thing did these people hear ; what particular
remark on which they relied for the support of this rumor?—A. I rec-

ollect the remark that a gentleman made to me the other day, when
discussing these matters.

NEGROES GETTING READY TO "STRIKE A BLOW."

Q. 1 speak now of what was told you at that time.—A. I know; but
I was merely re[)eating one of the rumors that came to my ears at the
time of these troubles last fall. We were on the lookout, watching, tor

we were expecting almost nightly that these riots that were threatened
would come up. I think he was observing a party of colored people
or their movements at a gathering at some point in the neighborhood, a
short distance below him, and he listened to a conversation, and the sub-
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stance of their conversation was a statement of the time and place at

which, and when the blow should be struck ; that was one thing.

Q. What was the time that was named for striking the blow ?—A.
Namiug a certain Saturday night—next Saturday night.

Q. At what place?—A. At Kolling Fork. Toexplaiu myself, there

are two places known as Eolling Fork
;
one is the mouth of the Eolling

Fork, and the other is a point six miles above where it receives Deer
Creek. The point above is named as "The Point " or "Rolling Fork,"
indiscriminately ; and the point below is always called " Eolling Fork."
The project was at first to attack Eolling Fork, and one says, " No; not
at Eolling Fork, but at the Point."

Q. Is that where you live?—A. I live just above the Point.

Q. \Vas that agreement made previous to Saturday night when this

trouble occurred ?—A. The first trouble and collision between the boy
and the colored men f

Q. Yes, sir.—A. Ko, sir; that was subsequent.

Q. When were the men—Closes Johnson and the others—killed?—A.
1 cannot tell you that, but I can tell you about when 1 think they were
killed. 1 have no doubt but that they were kdled, but I can only give

the report of others on that point, as 1 never saw it and had nothing to

do with it.

They must have been killed about the 4th or 5th of December ; I think

a day or two preceding the peace meeting referred to in that paper;
that must have been about the time, 1 suppose ; but I am speaking, un-

derstand now, not from knowledge, but giving you my sui)positions

from circumstances.

Q. You said from the reports of others .

—

A. From the reports of

others.

WITNESS don't know.
Q. Who made these reports to you as to the time when these men

were killed ?—A. It was a matter of general rumor.
Q. Give some person's name who mentioned it to you. Do you recol-

lect of any person who mentioned to you the time when these persons
were killed '!—A. I could not give the name of any particular person,

but that was about the time of the culmination of the trouble that took
place on the 20th or the 21st.

Q. Twenty-first of November?—A. Yes, sir; that is the time, I think,

of the original trouble that led to those other subsequent troubles.

Q. Who were the i)ersons that gave you information that they were
killed—these four or five colored men ?—A. As 1 stated a while ago, I do
not know. It came to me as rumor—report—but 1 have no doubt that

it was true; I did not then, and I have not now. I heard it from so

many sources- 1 could not undertake to give the name of any person that

named it to me. It was a matter of general notoriety.

Q. Was it also generally understood that they were killed by persons
from your vicinity—from Eolling Fork?—A. No, sir; I don't know.
There were a great many people that might have done the killing.

Q. Was it generally understood at your place that the killing had been
done by people in that village or neighborhood?—A. No, sir; it was
not understood who did do it, what particular person or persons; but
I have no doubt they were kilh^d by white people.

*

Q. Have you any doubt that they were l^illed by people from your
neighborhood, from a point at or near Eolling Fork ?—A. I cannot say
whether they were killed by people from that neighborhood or not.

Q. Was it not generally understood that they were killed by resi-

dents from your place?—A. I cannot say that it was.
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THINKS THE KILLING OF THE NEGROES JUSTIFIABLE.

Q. What is your view—that uuder all the circumstaDces it was a justi-

fiable killing or not°^—A. I believe just this, Mr. Boutwell, and I speak
as a conservative, prudent man, who values human life, and one that
never took human life except on one occasion by misadventure, and as
one that sets a high value upon the life of a colored man ; I believe, sir,

in the sight of humanity and the Supreme Power, if life had not been
taken about that time, if these turbulent characters had not been
stopped in their career, that they would, in less than a week, have pre-

cipitated a contiict that would have resulted in the killing of a number
of white people and the slaughter of a large number of colored people
right on that creek.

I believe that it is justifiable upon this principle : that it is better that
a few suffer—a few of the leading men—than that many of the innocent
shall suffer. That is the view I take of it.

Q. That being the case, if you knew who were concerned in this kill-

ing you would not consider it an improper thing to state their names !

—

A. I should not. I feel like every citizen of my county whom I have
ever heard express himself on that subject, of all classes, and many of

the colored people, that it was justifiable, and that there is no wrong in

disclosing, or impropriety—I need have no hesitation in disclosing who
did it.

WITNESS CANNOT SAY WHO THE ASSASSINS WERE.
Q. Do you think it was done by peoi)le Irom Rolling Fork, as you

understand it, or by people from some other place ?—A. I cannot say
;

I cannot state whether it was done by jieople from Eolling Fork, or
somewhere else.

Q. Do you think this killing was done by people from Rolling Fork,
including the length of this creek, or by people from elsewhere "?—A.
There were people from Washington County, an adjoining county, that
took an interest in our troubles, and that were ready to aid us, and that
did come there for the purpose of aiding us in warding off this appre-
hended outbreak.

It would be rash and presumptuous in me to say that the people in

Rolling Fork could possibly have done this thing when so many others
may have done it. I don't know who may have (lone it. I am satisfied

simply that it was done, but as to who did it I have no information in

the world.

Q. You have no information whether it was done by your people or

some one from elsewhere ?—A. I have none, sir ; honestly, I have not.

WITNESS A MEMBER OF THE WHITE COMPANY.

Q. Were you a member of the company that was formed there in the
county ?—A. I was.

Q. Were you an officer of the company ?—A. No, sir, I was not.

Q. How many men were in that company ?—A. I do not recollect.

Q. When was it organized"?—A. I cannot give you the date.

Q. About when?—A. Some time in the fall; I could not give you the
exact time.

Q. November, or October!—A. Well, I think it was, perhaps, in Oc-
tober or Noveml3er, but which month I do not pretend to say, because I

do not recollect.

Q. This first trouble between the boy and colored man occurred about
the 21st or 22d of November?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did this military organization A. I think that our organi-

zation antedated that by a short while, but the exact length of time I

cannot give you.

d5 MISS
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REASON FOR FORMING THE COMPANY.

Q. What particular reason was there for organizing that company ?

—

A. I am glad you asked me that question. That reason I found in this

fact—a fact that I adverted to in my answer to questions on direct ex-

amination :

There were intimations, indications clearly to be seen in the gen-

eral conduct and temper of the colored people of our country last

fall—many of them, but not all, for I want it to be understood here tbat
my remarks as to the colored people are not general by any means, for

we have a large class of quiet, good, inoffensive colored people, that are
valued highly as citizens, and as highly by the white people of our
country as they are anywhere, and more so—there were indications,

clear and unmistakable, in the general temper and conduct of the col-

ored people, that their spirit was not of the best character.

JAKE BLACK, COLORED, THREATENS THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY.

I will illustrate what I mean, by stating this : We organized a little

democratic club there along last summer. 1 think the object of it was
to gather together the scattered white strength of the county for the
coming election in the fall. Shortly after that little organization was
effected, violent expressions came to our ears, through various sources,

as to the feelings of the colored people. Eather than to permit the
democratic party to get possession of the Government—I will quote the
expression of one of them, which was repeated directly to me—did not
come from his lips to me, but was understood to be a fact :—" Before
these democrats shall get into office there shall be bloodshed." That,
and other things of like character.

Q. Who made that remark, as it was understood?—A. That was re-

ported to have been made by a colored man by the name of Jake Black,
the very colored man who made the speech that I referred to at the out-

set :
" We have got the democrats down. You have your heels on their

necks. Keep them down."
That, and other things of that character, led the white peojile to

apprehend that they were not safe, and that the exercise simply of their

right to organize for political purposes, before any military organiza-
tion was thought of, might possibly bring on a collision. That was
what led to it.

Q. After the affair of the 21st of November, was there not notice
given to this military organization to meet?—A. The first trouble, yoa
mean ?

WHAT TIED THE WHITES TOGETHER.

Q. Yes, sir; the first trouble.—A. Well, sir, I don't know. We did
not need any notice. The citizens generally turned out en masse;
turned out for the purpose of—right there at that point was found a
fact that tied the white citizens of that county together more than any
previous military organization that had ever been effected ; the dem-
onstration on that day, and that previous night, was what tied them
together more than all other military organizations before that time.

WHITES CARRIED SIDE-ARMS TO THE PEACE-MEETING.
Q. At this peace-meeting, held on the 7th of December, were the

white men armed generally, those who attended that peace-meeting ?

—

A. I don't recollect that they carried their arms, except side-arms.

Q. You had side-arms !^A. I think I had, and I think that the peo-
ple generally had them, for every man in the country was careful to
have arms, and to have them where he could readily put his hands on
them ; but I don't think any but side-arms were carried.
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Q. At that meetiiag it was understood, as I understood you to say,

tbat these persons A. You refer to the peace-meeting ?

Q. Yes, sir; these persons who were ostracized, I believe you said,

were to be delivered to be dealt with as the white people might think
proper, and that the civil authorities were very ineflScieut ?—A. That is

the language on that paper.

Q. You stated something of that sort.—A. Please repeat your ques-
tiou again.

THINKS THE NEGROES NAMED IN THE AGREEMENT WOULD HAVE
BEEN KILLED.

Q. It was this : that those persons who were named there were to be
delivered up to the white people to be dealt with as they thought
proper.—A. I read the thing as it was. I am of the opinion that if, at
that time, these people had been arrested they would have been dealt
with very summarily.

Q. That they would have been killed ?—A. I don't know, but I think
that they would. As to the people that are named there, who it was
thought had been endeavoring to precipitate the whole country into this

terrible conflict, there was not the best feeling, you may well imagine.

Q. At the time this paper was agreed to, if these persons had been
brought in that very night, they would have been dealt with in the wpy
you speak of?—A. I don't know but they would at that time. I say
this: if, in the midst of the excitement, at its height, these people had
been delivered, I would not wonder if that had been the result ; but that
peace-meeting bad the effect to mollify the feelings of all parties ; it cer-

tainly did mine.

Q. It appears from this paper that one of the objects was to have
the persons designated arrested and delivered?—A. Well, sir, one of
the objects of that paper was simply this: to put in the hands of the
colored people the dis[)osition of those characters. They were by that
agreement to do this: they were to drive these turbulent characters out
of the country; and they did it, for they have left for some reason. I

suppose they have driven them out, or delivered them up.

THE MEANING OF THE AGREEMENT.
Q. What do you understand that pajjer to mean ?—A. You wish my

understanding of it.

Q. Yes, si:;:-—A. I understand it just exactly as it expresses itself

there ; that if they could arrest those parties—they disclaimed any re-

sponsibility for their past or future conduct—in that event it was ex-

pected of them that they should do it—arrest those parties and deliver
them up.

Q. Was it or was it not the general understanding of the signers of
that paper that if those persons were arrested they should be sum-
marily disposed of?—A. No, sir.

Q. What did you expect to do with them ?—A. That question was not
discussed at all ; but if they had been placed in the hands of tlie white
people before this excited feeling had subsided, I think it possible—

I

don't know what they would have done. But after that paper had been
executed, and this excited feeling had passed away, I should have been
opposed to any violence.

Q. I do not ask you what you would have done, but what would have
been done, do you think, if A. I do not know what would have
been done. I cannot speak for other people, but only for myself. I
should have advocated such a disposition of them as to secure the
peace of the country. The jail would have been sufficient, probably, to.
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secure that ; but if that had not been sufficient, I would have driven
them out of the country.

WHY SIX OF THE NEGROES WERE KILLED.

Q. Do you know how it happened that those particular six persons
Avere killed, rather than other negroes ?—A. I kuow this much, that
Moses Johnson, and I knew him quite well, and one of the other char-

acters by the name of Parker, were bad characters, who were, in my
judgmeut, dangerous to the peace of the country. They were the
leaders who, in my judgment, were likely to lead the innocent, inoffen-

sive colored people in the country into a trouble that would have re-

sulted in terrible loss of life. I suppose that that is the reason why they
were killed.

As to the other men, I cannot say that I knew anything scarcely

about them. 1 knew one or two of them in the country, when I

met them passing up and down the road ; but I knew very little of
them before this. Two of them I knew quite well, and they were bad
characters, and I am satisfied that if they liad not been arrested in their

career, the result would luive been a terrible bloodshed, involving both
white and blacks.

MORE OF witness's PERSONAL RECORD.

Q. You have lived seventeen years in that county ?—A. Yes, sir

;

this is the seventeenth year of my residence there.

Q. Were you engaged in the war ?—A. I was not.

Q. Where were you during the war f—A. I was at home, in the bot-

tom where I am now.
Q. How did you happen not to be in the service ?—A. I happened to

be a member of the legislature in this State, and I was exempted. I

had a family on my hands, and our country was very sparsely populated
with whites, aiul it was not regarded as prudent to take all the white
people out of the country, and to leave no one there to protect the few
white families that were iett in the country.

Q. The negroes were then numerous in your county and neighbor-
hood?—A. Yes, sir; they were numerous.

Q. And the white people were less numerous than they are now?

—

A. Yes, sir ; thej' were less numerous than now.
Q. And some of the white people were at that time in the military

service !—A. Yes, sir ; a good many of them were.

NEGRO DISTURBANCES DURING THE WAR.
Q. Were there any disturbances there from the negroes ?—A. Yes, sir.

I recollect very distinctly that on one occasion a gang of colored people
armed and organized and marched up Deer Creek, and they assassi-

nated an old citizen by the name of Clark, in his house, almost m the
arms of his wife.

They assassinated another man on this same Hunt plantation, a few
miles below me; killed him in the morning just about the time of his

j'ising from bed.
They shot a third one, an old citizen by the name of Charles Fore,

and attempted to kill him, but he made his escape.

They attacked another one, a little way down the creek on the
same road, by the name of ISims ; and on another occasion they
made a similar raid and came within three-quarters of a mile of my
house, but I happened, fortunately, to be absent from home, between
my house and the Mississippi l\iver, and they declared their purpose at
I hat time to some parties at Kolling Fork to kill me.

1 remember those facts very distinctly, and other facts precisely of a
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similar character all over the country. I remember that I have re-

mained awake many a night with my eyes open, fearful of the safety of

my wife and children ; and I would have preferred a thousand-fold to

have been in the army, with my musket on my shoulder ; and yet I have
had a few old, good servants that have stood by me from the first to

the last.

Q. When did this first raid take place?—A. It was in the year 1863
or '04; I am not positive which ; and the second raid in that neighbor-
hood was made a few weeks after that.

CArSE OF THE NEGRO RAID.

Q. Do you know any particular reason for those raids when the par-

ties were killed ?—A. 1 do not. I have simply heard it given as a
reason—I heard it at the time—that one of those white citizens, by the
name of Clark, had a lew days or a few weeks before this occurrence
scolded one of the boys in the crowd for leaving his gate open ; but no
better reason than that have I ever heard. I don't know that any one
else has ever known a better. If there were other reasons, I have never
heard them.

Q. These negroes were killed on the 4th or 5th f—A. I think that was
about the time; that was the rumor, that several negroes were killed.

Q. Were any of them killed on the plantations where they worked ?

—

A. I cannot say. They were killed somewhere below Rolling Fork.
Q. Do you know where Elgin's store is?—A. Yes, sir; very well.

Q. That is about nine miles from EollingFork?—A. Yes, sir; nine
miles—about eight, I think.

Q. Do you know whether they were killed below there?—A. I heard
that some were killed between Elgin's and Mr. Hunt's residence.

Q. That is below Elgin's store f—A. Yes, sir; that is below Elgin's.

I have heard that. I know nothing about it more than that. I caunot
give the exact locality.

REV. MR. BALL "TOOK HIS HAND" WITH THE CITIZENS.

Q. Is it not understood at Rolling Fork that Rev. Mr. Ball, or Colonel
Ball, was engaged in that expedition ?—A. Colonel Ball took his hand
with the citizens of the country.

Q. Was he not one of the party, and perhaps the leader of the party,
that killed Moses Johnson?—A. I cannot say that; lean simply say
this, that Colonel Ball took a very active part; I may say that he acted
as leader of the people in the movement for self-defense.

EEV. MR. BALL C03IMANDED THE COMPANY THAT MURDERED MOSES
JOHNSON.

Q. Kow, is it not understood at that place among your people that
he was the leader of this particular expedition which resulted in the
death of Johnson and his associates?—A. I can answer that question
in this way : It is a known fact, and not contradicted here or elsewhere,
that Colonel Ball was in command of the white people when they were
assembled and congregated together for the purpose of protecting
themselves against apprehended assault, and Colonel Ball was on every
occasion when these people were got together for the purpose of ward-
ing off an apprehended attack, unless he was elsewhere, in thatposition

;

and at this particular time that you refer to Colonel Ball was actively
engaged with the citizens as one of them, and was in commaud of the
citizens gathered together.

Q. Do not you know that he commanded the body of citizens that went
to Elgin's store on the 4th, 5th, or Cth of December ?—A. Yes, sir; I
know that he commanded that body of citizens and was with them.
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Q. When did tbey leave Eolliag Fork ?—A. On Sunday morning.
Q. The first Sunday morning in December, was it'?—A. The first

Sunday in December; that is my recollection.

Q. When did the kiiliug take place ?—A. The killing is reported to

have taken place, as 1 said a while ago, either on Sunday or Sunday
night.

Q. And the Eev. Mr. Ball led this expedition that went to Eolling
Fork Sunday morning ?—A. Whether he had anything to do with the
killiug of these negroes is not a question I am prepared to answer.

Q. He left on Sunday morning with the expedition ?—A. Yes, sir; cer-

tainly he did.

Q. Were you at Eolling Fork in that expedition ?—A. I was with
those citizens.

Q. You went with Colonel Ball?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Now you can tell us exactly why you went.—A. Certainly I can.

I went with Colonel Ball down Deer Creek.
Q. Where to ?—A. I will qualify my remark. I was not with Colonel

Ball ; I was with some other citizens. I recollect very distinctly that

I, with certain other citizens, went as far as Mv. Watson's plantation.

DOES I\OT llECOLLECT THE NUMBER OF ONE WHITE COMPANY.

Q. How large was that party ?—A. I do not recollect the number

;

quite a little posse.

Q. Were you armed ?—A. I was armed, sir.

Q. And the posse were armed ?—A. They were all armed.
Q. Who were the men composing that posse ?—A. I cannot give the

names of all; I can give the names of some. Is it necessary that I give
the names?

AGAIN THE WITNESS DOES NOT KNOW.
Q. Yes, sir ; I think so. I do not see why you should not; it would

be no worse for them than for you.—A. No, sir ; I am not seeking to
shirk any responsibility, for 1 have stated before that 1 thought it

was fortunate that tliose persons were killed, although we had nothing
to do with that killing; we don't know who did it. 1 was with a party
of citizens, perhaps twelve, fifteen, or twenty; I don't remember the
number.

RECOLLECTS A FEW NA3IES.

Q. Please give us the names, as far as you can recollect them.—A. I

recollect some of them. There were Mr. E. A. Allen, Mr. E. Y. Max-
well, and J. n. Eobertson.

I think I have stated the number a little too high ; I don't recollect

now ; I know there were several others, but who they were 1 cannot at

this moment recollect.

Q. Was Mr. Ball of this party ?—A. He was not of my party.

Q. At what time did you leave Eolling Fork f—A. 1 don't recollect

the exact hour ; we left there some time in the morning.
Q. Were you mounted ?—A. Yes, sir ; 1 was mounted, as a matter of

course.

Q. Were all your associates mounted ?—A. They were all mounted.
We were armed and equipped, ready for any armed men that might
have met us, or that we expected to meet.

i^. Where did you go ?— A. 1 went as for as Mr. Watson's plantation.

Q. How with reference to Elgin's store ?—A. That is below Elgin's
store.

Cj). How with reference to Hunt's plantation ?—A. Several miles
below Hunt's.
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Q. You went by Elgin's ?—A. No, sir.

Q. Did you go by Hunt's 1—A. Yes, sir ; we went by Hunt's, or, at

least, in sight of there.

Q. It was along the plantation ?—A. Certainly.

Q. What did you discover in the way of bodies of armed men that

day ?—A. I discovered nothing of the men, for the reason that there

was a party in advance. I could not give the number of persons that

I saw, but I saw no bodies of armed men on the way.
Q. What body was in advance of you ?—A. Another party of white

citizens.

Q. Who were they ?—A. A party of white citizens from that section.

Q. Who were they *?—A. I cannot recollect the names; one was named
W. F. Barrow.
Q. Do you know any others of that party ?—A. I would know them,

I presume, if I knew who they were.

Q. Can you recall them "?—A. I don't think I can just now.

Q. WasRev. Mr. Ball of that party ?—A. I don't think he was.

Q. Where was he "?—A. I think he was with a separate party.

Q. Do \ou know where Moses Johnson lived "^—A. He lived on the

Hunt place.

Q. Did you stop at the Hunt place that day—your party 1—A. No,
sir ; I did not.

Q. None of your party stopped there ?—A. I did not, nor any one of

my party on that day.

Q. When did you first hear that Johnson or any of those persons
were killed "?—A. I think I heard it on Monday, the following day.

Q. Did not hear of it on Sunday ?—A. No, sir ; I did not.

Q. Did not know of it on Sunday f—A. I did not know of it.

Q. Which way did you return "?—A. I came back by Mr. Hunt's and
stopped a while on Sunday I mean, but not on the day of my return.

Q. Did you hear anything said about Johnson at that time ?—A. 1

don't recollect that I did.

Q. Did you hear that anybody had been killed ?—A. No, sir ; I did

not. Any killing that was done was kept a i)rofound secret from me, if it

was done by any party or any number of persons composing the party

—

the party that went down the creek. They may have done it, for aught
I know, but they certainly kept it from me ; I knew nothing about it.

Q. Did J ou meet any of the other parties on that day f—A. That
night I did.

COMPLETE RELAPSE OF RECOLLECTION.

Q. Did they report seeing any bodies of armed men I—A. I heard
nothing of the kind.

Q. Was it all quiet at Watson's and Elgin's store ?—A. I don't know.
Q. Did not hear of anything of the kind 1—A. I heard nothing to

the contrary. I think that a report may have preceded the coming of

these squads that quieted everything, judging from what I saw ahead
of me.

Q. You knew about the movements of the people at Eolling Fork as

well as anybody
;
you were secretary of this meeting, and you knew what

was going on very well ?—A. Certainly.

WAS A MEJtBER OF THE SCOUTS BUT DID NOT KNOW WHAT WAS GOING
ON GENERALLY.

Q. Were you a member of this company of scouts ?—A. Yes, sir ; I

was one of the citizens. It was a company consisting of the citizens of

the country, and I went with them, and 1 am free to say I will go again.
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Q. And stancliDg in their confidence you knew what was going on
generally, did you not?—A. I did not know that.

Q. Did you not know generally ?—A. It may be that that very fact

kept me from knowing, for aught I know; but I certainly did not know
that until after I heard of it the following day.

WITNESS AGAIN FEELS JUSTIFIED.

Yes, sir, I was with that party of citizens. As I said a while ago, hav-

ing a wife and children quite dear to me, who had been sleepless for

a week or ten days, and having these constant threats and rnmors
coming to my ears, that we were likely to be assassinated and burned
up, &c., I thought it my duty to take my gun and be ready for an
emergency, I think that any other citizen, under the circumstances,

would have felt the same way.
There was a universal feeling among the citizens of apprehension. It

was a universal movement ; there may have been an exception or two,

but it was a county movement for self-defense.

Q. And the emergency on that Sunday, the 5th December, was such
that you think the killing of Johnson and the others was a justifiable

thing ?—A. I say this : That I believe if those bad men had not been
put of the way—as to who did it, I don't know ; but I believe it was
fortunate that they were killed—1 believe that, if they had not been

l)ut out of the way, in less than a week we would have been precipitated

in a conflict of races that would have resulted in the loss of one hun-
dred lives right on that creek.

I believe it for this reason : we had evidence of this conspiracy, and
of the vigorous, active movements that these leaders were making to

carry that consi)iracy into execution; and my imjiression is that these

men were killed by whomsoever they may have been killed, under the
impression that it was better, to use common language, to nip the thing
in the bud than to allow it to culminate and lead to these disastrous re-

sults ; and 1 believe that under the circumstances it was justifiable,

perfectly so; although lamentable, 1 believe it was justifiable.

ABOUT THE DIVISION OF THE COUNTY.

Q. When did the project for a division of the county begin ?—A.
That began three or four years ago, and I took a very active part in it,

but we accomplished nothing at all until the meeting of the last legis-

lature.

Q. When did the last legislature meet ?—A. At the time fixed by law,

in January.
Q. What time in January ?—A. I think the Tuesday after the second

Mondtiy.

Q. you understood that the legislature of 187G would give you a new
county, did you ?—A. W^ell, sir, I had been anticipating that for the
last three years, and working for it, but we never achieved our purpose
until the meeting of the last legislature.

UNDERSTOOD THAT THE COUNTY WAS TO BE DIVIDED IF THE DEMO-
CRATS SUCCEEDED.

Q. Was it not one of the things that you expected when the demo-
crats came into power?—A. I was not certain, but, on the contrary, had
many mi.sgivings, and it was almost a question if we succeeded, on ac-

count of the opposition, which was very serious in Washington County
;

lor instance, and on the Mississii)pi Kiver. I made trips to those i)laces

during the sitting of the legislature, with a view of trying to eflectit, in

company with other citizens.
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Q. Did you have really any very great difficulty in bringing it about?
—A. Well, sir, we had considerable difficulty.

Q. Did you have a hearing before a committee ?—A. I never went
before any committee. Certain others of the citizens did. I think there

was a meetiug on the part of one or two of our citizens in my presence.

Q. Do you remember what the majority of the legislature was for it 'i

—A. No, sir; I do not. Finally they passed the measure in this way,

by a compromise with the representatives of Washington County : we
sought to take from Washington County, for the purpose of making this

county, a larger amount of territory than they were willing to concede
to us; and that territory, as we conceived, was necessary in order to

the formation of such a county as we expected to make ; but at the last

moment, rather than fail entirely in our expectations, we consented to

a compromise and took less—a much less county than we expected to

get.

YOUNG WHITE ONLY HAD A SLIGHT FLESH WOUND.
By Mr. Cameron :

Q. How severely was this negro injured by the young man who struck

him with a knife?—A. I can only give you hearsay on that point. It

was a very slight flesh-wound as I have understood. I never saw it

myself, but I have the impression that it was not very severe. I believe

the negro was the one that was arrested among the conspirators that very

night, or on the following morning. Upon tliat point I am not certain,

but I think he was. It was reported to me as a slight gash.

A BOY INFLICTED THE WOUND.
Q. Was the boy who inflicted the wound arrested or examined before

a magistrate"?—A. I do not think he was. I think he was taken to his

residence, wherever that may have been. He was a laboring boy not of

that neighborhood, and I think he was glad enough to leave the neigh-

borhood. I think he fled from the country.

CAUSE OF THE SHOOTING.

Q. Do you know how the shooting was commenced on the night when
these negro men were guarded in the store ?—A. My impression is this :

A young man rather under the influence of liquor, 1 think

Q. He was one of the crowd?—A. No, sir—came up from the neigh-

borhood below—this, of course, is matter of report—and, alighting from
his horse on the gallery of the house in which these men were confined,

perhaps staggered and fell against the window ; and my impression is

that that excited the negroes that were confined in the house, and that,

knowing that there were two windows in the back of the building, they
suddenly stampeded, with a view of bursting those windows and getting

out ; and that excitement, 1 think, caused some of the men that were on
guard to commence shooting.

That is my impression, and I give that statement from this fact: I

was lying in a room on a counter, about twenty-five yards distant, with

a party of citizens, slightly dozing, when I was suddenly aroused by
rumbling noise like that made by a large number of liorses crossing a
bridge. Immediately afterward I heard this crash. I afterward found
it to be the window panes and sash ; and immediately following that I

heard this general firing; and I think that was just the way in which
the occurrence took place. I think the negroes were frightened by the

falling of that man against the window, seeing, i^erhaps, his gun in his

hand. The front of the building was glass doors.

Q. It was stated to the committee by a witness who appeared before
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the committee yesterday that at the time this young miaii fell against

the window his gun, as it is supposed, accidentally fired, and the negroes
then stampeded, as you have described, and broke the windows in the
rear of the store.—A. It may possibly have been so, but the firing suc-

ceeded certainly the noise I heard.

Q. The general firing!—A. All the firing. I heard no firing, accord-

ing to my recollection, until after this rumbling noise.

Q. How many negroes were wounded at that time?—A. Two slightly

wounded.
Q. They broke the windows and door to escape?—A. They all escaped

but four.

GUARD FIRE UPON THE FLEEING NEGROES.

Q. When escaping they were fired upon by the guards?—A. I suppose
the firing was directed toward them ; I don't know. 1 ran to the door,

and when I reached the door I saw a general firing across the street in

that direction
;
perhaps eight or ten shots ; may be more, may be less.

If there was any firing I did not hear it until subsequent to this rum-
bling noise, wliich I suppose was caused by the people stampeding from
the front to the back part of the house; there may have been.

WITNESS AVOIDS LEARNING WHO DID THE KILLING.

Q. Have you ever talked with any citizen of Kolling Fork, or of that

vicinity, or of Washington County, in regard to who the persons were
who were engaged in the killing of those negroes?—A. I have not,

sir ; I liave merely done this : After I learned of the occurrence,

although, as I said a while ago, I believe in the sight of the Supreme
Power it was justifiable, I simply did not wish to know who did it.

Q. Then you carefully avoided askiug who did it?—A. I cannot say

that I have carefully avoided it, but I never iuterestfed myself to make
inquiries.

Q. You have never conversed with any one on the subject?—A. I have
never conversed with any one who gave me any information as to who
did it. I did not want to know who did it. Whoever did that is backed
by the i)ublic sentiment of that whole country, for this reason ; that it is

better that a few suffer than that four or five hundred inoffensive

negroes be led into a general conflict. That is the view I take of it, and
that is the view that the couuty takes of it.

THE MURDER OF THE NEGROES NEVER INQUIRED INTO BY CIVIL
AUTHORITIES.

Q. Has the matter of the killing of these negroes been investigated by
a jury ?—A. Not that I am aware of. 1 have never interested myself so

far as to inquire on that subject. It was several miles below me where
they were reported to have been found. I never saw the persons, and
never inquired as to what was done.

Q. Have you any information to the effect that it has been investi-

gated by a jury ?—A. I have no such inibrmation.

MAGISTRATES POWERLESS.

Q. Has it ever been investigated before a magistrate?—A. I do not sup-

pose it has ; I never heard of it. The magistrates about that time were
powerless. In the first instance, they were powerless because these tur-

bulent characters intimidated them and [)revetited them from executing

the functions of their office; and they were powerless after that for the

reason that the climax had been reached, I suppose.

Q. Has the matter been presented to the grand jury, or investigated

at all ?—A. Not that I am aware of. To do that would be to indict a
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wLolo people, and I believe that is rather difficult to do; that is, ou the
supposition that the people may have done it.

NECESSARY TO INDICT A WHOLE PEOPLE.

Q. You say that it would be necessary to indict a whole people ?—A.
On the supposition that the people did it; on the supposition that the
white men did it. They have been killed, and I am satisfied that they
were killed by white people, mark that. Ou the supposition that,

white people did it, who, I know not, I say to indict them would be to
indict a whole people, because the whole country regarded the thing as
justifiable ; and if the fact of our being under arms at that time would
connect us as conspirators with the ones who may have done it, 1 say to
indict them, whoever they may have been, would have been to indict a
whole country.

I believe I have made myself understood.

NO COURT IN SHARKEY SINCE THE MURDERS.
Q, I will ask you again, has the matter ever been investigated before

the grand jury ?—A. Not that I am aware of. They have had no court
in the new county of Sharkey since the occurrence took place. Before
the holding of the court in Issaquena County, to which this territory at
that time belonged, the division was effected, and that grand jury, I

suppose—1 don't know; I did not attend that term of the court; as-

signed the matter to the grand jury of the new county.

Q. Have you ever heard any one state that it was his intention to bring
the matter before the grand jury ?—A. I have not, sir. I do not think
that there is a white citizen of the county who has any such intention

;

and I don't think there is any good colored citizen that has.

NEVER HEARD ANYTHING AGAINST DERRY BROWN UNTIL AFTER THE
KILLING.

Q. You stated, I believe, that Derry Brown's character, until after

some of these disturbances at least, had always been regarded as
fair*?—A. Derry Brown lived a number of miles below me. I have met
him occasionally, and knew him when I met him ; I never had heard
any thing against Derry.

Q. Did you hear anything against him until after the killing of these
six or seven men ?—A. I don't think that I did—not against Derry.
Charles, I understood, was very active previous to that time; that is

the information I have—his brother. I never heard anything reflecting

upon Derry until subsequent to this occurrence.

NO DISTURBANCE BEFORE ELECTION.

By Mr. McMillan :

Q. During the camiiaign of 1875 you say there were no disturb-

ances in your county previous to the election?—A. Nothing that I heard
of; I think I should certainly have heard of them had there been. I

was very familiar with what was going on in my own immediate locality,

the Deer Creek part of the county, and 1 am certain there were none
there.

Q. Were there any disturbances on election-day?—A. None wjjat-

ever. 1 rode up to the polls in the afternoon, perhaps about the middle
of the afternoon, and voted and left, and did not see or hear of any
disturbance.

Q. Everything was quiet during the campaign, and on election-day I

—

A. I think so; 1 never heard of anything to the contrary.

Q. What was the result of that election "1—A. 1 think it was repub-
lican.



716 MISSISSIPPI ELECTION ^ISSAQUENA COUNTY.

Q. How much ?—A. I do not recollect the majority.

Q. About how much 1—A. 1 do not like to express an opinion of that

general character. The truth is this : we, knowing the county was re-

publican, our object was merely to develop the democratic strength of

the county. We had a little democratic club, as we called it—we had
them all over the county—that was not got up with a view of controlling

the election or of accomplishing anything, except simply as a measure
to gather the white citizens together that we might know our strength.

It was largely republican, though the democrats, a good many of them,
remained away from the polls. We simply knew there was no chance
for success, and under that feeling a great many refused to vote. It was
Ijerfectly quiet, perfectly.

ABOUT SHERIFF H. P. SCOTT.

Q. Who was the sherifi: of the county!— A. The sheriff of the old

county ?

Q. Yes, sir; at that time.—A. H. P. Scott.

Q. What kind of an officer is he regarded—is he regarded favorably

by the people of the county f—A. I regard him as rather an inefficient

officer, a sort of negative character. 1 think the work of the office is

done chiefly by de[)uties of some iutelligeuce.

Q. Who is his deputy ?—A. I think it is a man by the name of Ander-
son. His former deputy was Mr. Collins.

Q. Up to the division of your county ?—A. Mr. Collins.

Q. Was Mr. Collins a white man ?—A. Yes, sir; he is a white man.
Q. What were his politics '—A. 1 think he is a democrat, as most of

the white ])eople in that county are; but there are some republicans,

a few here and there.

Q. When did this first disturbance occur ?—A. It was either the 20th

or 21st of November, the disturbance between the boy and the negro;

the night of the 20th of November, I think.

Q. Was that the night of Saturday ?—A. The night of Saturday
;
yes,

sir.

Q. Where were you at that time ?—A. I was at home at that particu-

lar time. I heard of the occurrence very early in the morning, and
drove down to the village.

Q. \^)u knew nothing i)ersonally about the matter?—A. Personally,

as to the occurrence at the lime, of course I saw nothing. I gathered
my information, up to the time of my going down early next morning,
from persons who had witnessed the occurrence.

Q. The parties were arrested and put into the store ?—A. Yes, sir.

THE GUARDING OF THE PRISONERS BY WHITE MEN EXASPERATED THE
NEGROES.

Q. Guarded by white men ?—A. Guarded by Avhite men.
Q. That was by direction of the sheriff.—A. And the guarding these

negroes by white men was the initial fact that exasperated the bad col-

ored men of the county.

Q. That is your opinion, I suppose ?—A. That is an admitted fact in

the^jountv.

Q. Admitted by white people, is it ?—A. That fact ?

Q. Yes, sir.—A. That is universally understood to be the fact. It was
a novel si)ectacle in that county to see a wiiite man having anything to

do with the administration of civil authority.

Q. Have you not a deputy sheriff, a white man, there?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And you say that he performs the duties of the sheriff?—A. Yes,
sir ; certainly.
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Q. Were those guards not deputized by him to take charge of those
people?—A. l!«]o, sir; by a colored magistrate.

Q. By a colored magistrate ?—A. They were, indeed.

Q. Does not the deputy sheriff discharge the duties of sheriff there ?

—

A. Well, sir, he sits in the office and does the writing and keeps the
books.

Q. These guards were, at least, placed over the black men in the

store!—A. They were, certainly.

Q. And that night the disturbance occurred?—A. Yes, sir.

WHEREABOUTS OF WITNESS WHEN SHOOTINa BEGAN.

Q. Where were you when you first heard any noise that night?—A.
I was in the store about twenty-five or thirty yards distant, right in the
village, lying down on the counter.

Q. What time of night ?—A. Somewhere, I suppose, about eleven or

twelve at night.

Q. What was the noise you first heard "?—A. I heard, sir, when I was
first aroused up from a sort of slumber, what I supposed the noise of a
crowd of horses running across the bridge, a short distance from the
house in which I was.

Q. Do you know what that noise was ?—A. I subsequently took it for

granted, when I went out and heard that the negroes had escaped from
the store, that it was their stampede through the store.

Q. You spoke of the window being broken.—A. Yes, sir; there were
two windows, and they were both knocked out.

Q. You spoke of a young man falling against the window before the
firing.—A. I say that is reported to have been a fact. I suppose that

his falling against that window must have stampeded the colored peo-

ple from the front to the rear of the store, and caused them to escape.

Q. The report is that he fell against the window?—A. That is the
report.

Q. Do yon know anything of the facts of that?—A. No, sir, I don't

know anything of the facts.

THE WHEREABOUTS OF THE SHERIFF.

By Mr. McDonald :

Q. Where was the sheriff?—A. He was at the county-seat, I pre-

sume.
Q. How far off?—A. On an air-line about eleven miles ; across a mis-

erable, almost impassable swamp.
Q. At that time Eolling Fork was not the county-seat?—A. No, sir.

Q. You had nothing but local magistrates, and they were colored
men?—A. We had nothing but local magistrates, and they were all

colored.

Mr. Cameron. At the election of 1875, for Buchanan, republican
treasurer, 2,044 votes were cast ; and for Hemingway, democratic treas-

urer, 2GG votes.

ABOUT BOWIE FOREMAN.
By Mr. Bayard:

Q. Do you know a negro of the name of Bowie Foreman?—A. I know
him quite well.

Q. What is his repute?—A. He was a drunken sort of a vagabond,
not worth much ; considered not a character of much consideration

;

whisky-drinking and very unreliable; and in proof of that fact 1 may
state that at the term before last of the circuit court of our then
county of Issaquena, Judge Shackleford discharged him from the grand
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jury for what he regarded as the crime of perjury—unproven
;
jnst sim-

ply the fact. He is a trifling, druuken sort of a fellow, of not much
account.

Q. You see the vote that was read there shows that the county went
overwhelmingly republican at the last election ?—A. Yes, sir, so much
so that I never interested myself to look at the result.

REPUBLICANS HAVE CONTROLLED THE COUNTY SINCE THE WAR.

Q. That placed the whole control of the county in the hands of the

republican party?— A. The whole control of the government, ever since

the late war, has been under the control of the republican party.

Q. You say that the colored men who attended this peace convention

considered that the persons whose names are given in this paper were
responsible for this trouble ?—A. They gave in, one after the other, the

names of those parties, and said they would not stand responsible for

them.
Q. Did they consider that those were the men who assisted in getting

up this difficulty"?—A. Those were some. It was said at the time

that others had iled from the country, and had been omitted for that

reason.

Q. And had been concerned in getting up these riots?—A. Their
leaving the country was accepted as evidence of their complicity in the

conspiracy.

Q. I observe the name of Derry Brown among them?—A. Y^'es, sir;

it says Derry Urown and his brother Charles.

ABOUT COTTON AND COTTON-GINS.

Q. What is the chief crop of your country, sir?—A. Cotton is the

chief product.

Q. To clean the lint from the seed you must take it to the gin-house ?

—

A. You must take it to the gin-house; yes, sir.

Q. Is the packing-press, the balingpress, near by there?—A. It is

generally inside the gin-house now. The old-fashioned press was ex-

terior to the gin ; the press is now in the rear portion of the gin-building.

Q. \Yheu you speak of the destruction of a gin-house by fire, let me
ask you, in the first i)laco, if a single match is api)lied to a ginhouse is

there any possibility ot saving it ?—A. There is no possibility, sir. If it

is seed-cotton, and you merely ai)ply a match, if you have an adequate
supply of water to apnly to the fire instantly, you might save it ; but if

it is lint-cotton, it just burns instantly, like powder almost.

Q. Is there any possibility of saving a gin-house that is fired?—A.
But very little possibility.

Q. In these isolated houses, do the people have any means of extin-

guishing a conflagration when it is once started ?—A. We have noth-

ing to depend upon. That mode of revenge is regarded as the surest.

Q. And I understand you that a part of the threats that were made
were for the destruction of these gin-houses ?—A. Burning gins, and kill-

ing indiscriminately.

NO COTTON-GINS BURNED.
By the Chairman :

Q. How many gin-houses were burned in the vicinity of Eolling Fork
last year "i—A. None were burned.

By Mr. McMillan :

Q. Do you know whether Derry Brown had any cotton in gin at that

time ?—A. I don't know ; but 1 know there was no cotton-gin on the
place where he worked.
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Q. Then be would have to put it iu some other place ?—A. They would
Lave to imt it in some other house.

ONE WHITE KILLED IN THE COUNTY BUT NONE AT ROLLING FORK.

Q. How many white jjeople were killed by negroes in the vicinity of

Eolling Fork in 1875 1—A. I have no recollection of any now. There
was a white person killed in the county, but not at Eolling Fork, by a

colored man, at Skipwith's Landing, I think.

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. Did these parties all sign this paper in your presence 1—A. Most
of those signatures were made in my immediate presence. Several of

them are written by one gentleman, because the negroes whose names
are written could not themselves write.

Q. He wrote them at their request ?—A. He wrote them at their re-

quest. I do not think that is Colonel Ball's signature ; 1 think that was
put there by some gentleman, at his request also.

don't RECOLLECT AND CANNOT SPEAK POSITIVELY, AND DON'T KNOW
ABOUT ARMED MEN.

By Mr. McMillan :

Q. I believe you stated that at that meeting the white people all had
arms'?—A. I imagine they had ; I do not recollect.

Q. Were the black people armed *?—A. I don't know whether they
were armed, and I don't know whether we were armed—I cannot speak
positively.

Q. Were you armed at that time ?—A. I think I was, but I don't

know. The idea of peace was so pleasant at that time to my mind that

I may have been armed, or not. I had been armed, I think, for eight or

ten days.

DAVID M. MICKEY—ISSAQUENA (SHAEKEY) COUNTY.

Jackson, Miss., June 22, 1876.

PERSONAL statement.

David M. Mickey (colored) sworn and examined.

By Mr. Bayard :

Question. Where do you reside?—Answer. In Sharkey County.
Q. Do you hold any othce there ?—A. Not at the present time.

Q. What position did you hold last December?—A. I was magistrate.

Q. For what district ?—A. District No. 4.

recollects the murder of MOSES JOHNSON AND OTHERS.

Q. Do you remember the troubles that took place there, in which
some colored people were killed iu December of last year?—A. Y^es, sir.

Q. Moses Johnson and some others ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. How far from where they were killed did you reside; was it iu

your district?—A. Eight on the plantation I lived on.

Q. What plantation is that?— A. David Hunt's plantation. The
name of the place is Georgiana.

Q. On what day in the week—on what night—were they killed ?—A.
To my remembrance it was about the 5th of December, on a Sunday
night.
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NO PREVIOUS TROUBLE BETWEEN WHITES AND NEGROES.

Q. Prior to that time what trouble had there beeu in that part of the
country between the colored meu and the white people f Just state in

your own way what you know as to the organization of bands, either

of whites or of colored people.—A. I don't know of any trouble betwixt
the whites and the blacks before that. There was a little difticulty there,

I heard ; but I don't know how it started or how it was ; but on a Fri -

day, in the same month, the boys of that neighborhood heard that there

was some difficulty at Rolling Fork ; that the white people had killed

some boys down there and had some in prison.

NEGROES WANTED A WARRANT TO ARREST THE MAGISTRATE AT
ROLLING FORK.

They said they were going up there to see about it ; and they came
to me and wanted me to give them a warrant to go up there to arrest the
magistrate up there. They said that he was issuing warrants, and not in

the right shape, and they wanted me to issue a warrant to arrest him.
lasked them was an^- of them i)repared to make the necessary affidavit,

as required by law, and then 1 would do so; but they refused to do it,

and 1 told them that I didn't know nothing about the difliculty ; there

had been nobody to give me any information about it ; but if any of

them were prepared to make the uecessiiry affidavit 1 would issue a
warrant; and that 1 could not do otherwise, unless I had some instruc-

tions in the matter; so the boys—that is, Rufus Deyward and Mosts
Johnson

NEGROES WENT AS FAR AS ELGIN'S AND HUNT'S STORES, AND RE-
TURNED IMMEDIATELY.

Q. Either of the Browns in it?—A. Xo, sir; they were not there

that day that I was talking to these boys, on Friday morning. They
started, and I think got as far, 1 reckon, as Elgin's and llunt's store,

about two miles, and there the matter was settled, as 1 learned, and
they returned back immediately.

During that day, some of the boys from Mr. Watson's heard that the

white men were killing the colored i)e()ple on Rolling Fork, and had
started to go down there. They arrived at the store about a mile from
Mr. Hunt's, and they said that the boys from Mr. Hunt's was gone on
back, and they went down to Mr. Hunt's place ; and from there they
went back home.

ARMED WHITE MEN WITH MOSES JOHNSON.

I had been down the road about three miles, 1 suppose, from my
house, but I saw no danger and 1 returned back home. This was Wednes-
day morning, and I saw some white men on horses, armed, and Moses
Johnson was with them, I was a magistrate at that time, and he says
to me to go up the road ; and I rode up alongside of them in the road,

and Moses Johnson rode opposite to me.

BARROW CHARGES WITNESS WITH ENCOURAGING THE DIFFICULTIES.

The white gentlemen said, '' Hold on there, Moses ;" and he held on.

That was a young man named Lee Clark, and I wanted to hear what
he was going to say. I sat there about ten or fifteen minutes, and he
said, " Mr. Jiarrow wants to see you ; he is up there at your office, and
he wants to see you."
When I rode up, Mr. Barrow said, "Your name is Mickey,

is it not ?" I said, " Yes, sir." He said, " I understand you
are the man that is encouraging all these difficulties down here."

I says, " Me ? " and he says, " Yes, you." I says, " Kot me, sir."
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He said, "Your name is Mickey, isn't it?" I said, "Yes; but perhaps
you have made a mistake in tlie name ; look good. I writes my name
b. M. Mickey." He says, " Tliat is tbe name." 1 said, "1 don't care

who says so; I am prepared to prove that it is a black lie. I am
for peace, and 1 have always been for it, and I don't mean anything
else but peace."

NEGROES DETAINED BY THE WHITES.

There was about ten or fourteen people standing right there at the

gate, and some men on their way to the Mississippi Eiver, Colbert Wil-
liams and Warren Crump and John Carson and William Crump, and they
stopped them and would not let them go, and kept them about an hour
before they let them go. After a while they let them go ; after a while
they told them that they might go on down the road, and they went
on down the road.

NEGRO MURDERED.
In coming down the road, a man who was there from Vicksburgh—

I

had never seen him before, but I seen him afterward—saw these men
coming and he broke and run, and they shot him ; and they went ou
down to Mr. Watson's and they returned from there ; and when they
returned from down there they came by Mr. Hunt's ; and when they
went down they told Moses Johnson; they asked, who did surrender?
Did he surrender to Mr. Elgin, or did Mr. Elgin surrender to him ?

MOSES JOHNSON TAKEN AWAY BY^ THE WHITES.

AudMosestold him he didn't understand what he was talking about;
and he told him to go up and get his parole, and he went up and asked
Mr. Elgin for it, and got it, and they turned him loose.

About sundown they came and called him out, and told him to get
his horse—he was tied there to an oak tree in front of my door—and he
got on his horse, and they started for Mr. Hunt's plantation, and the
white people told liim that some of the colored people could go with
him if they wanted to; and they came back and remained there at

Mr. Hunt's until just before day, and I knows I heard the guns fire

when they were going away ; there was a crowd went away. I was
very badly frightened myself.

WITNESS PROMISED PROTECTION.

I was awake in my house, and another man, named William
Crump, staid with me that night; and Mr. Robinson came and called

me, and said, "Where is David Mickey?" 1 said, "Here 1 am." I

didn't have any idea that they were going to kill the boys; if I had I

never would have answered. He rode up inside of my yard and said,

"Just make yourself easy; there is nobody going to hurt you; and if

ycfu see Frank Anderson tell him to come back, that nobody is going
to hurt him."

KNEW OF NO COLORED MEN'S CLUBS—ONLY THREE BLACKS ARMED.
Q. What do you know of the formation of bands of colored men, who

were armed—associations or clubs I—A. Well, I knowed nothing of any
clubs. I know the men on Mr. Hunt's place were talking of getting up
a club; but that Moses Johnson and Frank Anderson and Rufus Hey-
ward were the only ones that I saw during that time that were in arms,
saying they were going anywhere.

Q. Had they fire-arms ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. What kind ?—A. Double-barreled shot-guns.

Q. Were they going to tight?—A. They said just this—they repeated
it to me plainly—they said they were going to Rolling Fork ; they had

46 MISS
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heard they were killing colored people down there, and they were going
there to see what they were doing.

WHAT MOSES JOHNSON SAID.

I said, " If you want to go there, pnt your guns down and go up and
find out." Tbey said, " We are afraid to go up there without arms

;

they are killing them and they will kill us." Moses Johnson said, " I

want to have something, so if they fire on me I will kill some of them
before they kill me."

Q. Who said that ?—A. Moses Jolmson.
Q. What did he say?—A. He says, " Let us go down there and kill

them, and burn up the place ; that is the only way we can stop them
from killing our color." I remember that distinctly.

Q. Did he tell you or say anything to you about other men on other

plantations that had engaged to go up with them : others that they ex-

pected to join them on the way ui) ?—A. No, sir ; he didn't.

JOHNSON, ANDERSON, HEYWAED START FOB ROLLING FORK.

Q. Did tbey start from Deer Creek toward Rolling Fork "?—A. Yes,

sir.

Q. Was that for the purpose of carrying out these threats that they

had made ?—A. I don't know whether that was the intention or not.

Q. But they made these threats iu your presence?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did they make them frequently f—A. No, sir. Some boys would
run on and talk that way sometimes; but Moses Johnson I never heard
talk that way before; and IJufus, none of the white people would miud
what he said.

THE AGREEMEA'T MADE AT THE PEACE MEETING.

Q, Were you present when this agreement was made ? Is that your
signature? [Showing witness agreement between the white and colored

men.]—A. Yes, sir.

Q. W^ere you there when this paper was drawn up and signed ?—A.
Yes, sir.

Q. Tell us about that.—A. IIow did it come that this paper was in

this way?
Q. Yes, sir ; about the paper, and what led to the agreement.—A.

What led to the agreement ?

AGREEMENT MADE FOR FEAR THAT THE WHITES WERE COMING TO
KILL ALL OF THE NEGROES.

Q. Yes, sir.—A. Eight there we heard that the thing was not settled,

and that the white men was coming down ; that there were two com-
panies at Colonel Given's, and they were coming down to kill all the
negroes from there to the Yazoo River ; and the people got so excited

on Monday that I could not rest, and I didn't stay in my house, neither,

Monday night ; antl I went off from my house ; and on Tuesday morn-
ing they said that they wanted a committee to go to Rolling Fork, and
the colored people chose me and another man named Philip Johnson, and
we would not agree to gounlessMr. Hunt would agreetogo withus. We
told them so.

Mr. Hunt said that be could not go, bis wife was sick ; but we
told him we could not go if be didn't go ; that I didn't feel sale in

going ; and Mr. Hunt agreed to go with us ; and we went uj) there ; and
the reason that we entered into that agreement we didn't see any other

way for peace—that we could have peace—but that; and the white
men promised that if we didli't enter into the agreement that we would
be responsible for any violeuc^that might arise on these places ; that if

/
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we didn't try to stop it, and put an end to it, that we would be the par-

ties responsible. I know Colonel Ball said that distinctly.

Q. You understood the contents of that paper distinctly before you
signed it "?—A. Yes, sir.

NAMES OF NEGROES OUTLAWED.
Q. It says here, "The colored delegates further promise to do their

utmost to arrest and deliver to the people the following turbulent per-

sons, viz"—and then they give the names—"on the Keo place, Derry
Brown and Charlie Brown ; Watson place. Bill Hughes or Jones, Jim
Eobertson; on Moore place, Jack Williams, Silas Baldwin, George Will-

iams, Warner Meyers, John Hopkins ; on the Hunt place, William
Dean, Evans Brown, Frank Anderson, Samuel Brewer, Fred Bell."

Were these names handed in by the colored men as men who were tur-

bulent people!—A. I don't know whether they handed in them names or

no; but I infers one that was there—Wash. Hamilton; he told it there

at the meeting that Derry Brown was making some threats up there,

and Captain Kehoe [or KeoJ did before ; he said that Derry made some
threats. Derry used to be a tenant of his, and he hated to tell it, but
he said he would have to do it.

Q. What threats did Derry make ?—A. I do not know.

DOES NOT KNOW WHAT THREATS DEERY MADE.

Q. Was it understood that these people whose names were handed in

and put in this agreement that you signed were people who created the
disturbance in the district there, aud were turbulent persons who tried

>to get up trouble in the community f—A. Was that the understanding,
that they was the ones that created the trouble ?

THE OUTLAWED NEGROES TO BE DELIVERED TO THE WHITE MEN AT
ROLLING FORK.

Q. Yes, sir.—A. I will answer, it was not ; these young men yon find

there, they escaped. This agreement was made, to my knowledge, on
Tuesday, and they was after these men a Sunday, and these men got
away ; and I remember 1 got up in the committee, I think, after that
paper was written, and told them that I did not know any men of mine;
that I would not become responsible if anybody was absent from the
l)lantation, or were gone; and they told me all they required of me was
that if they came back there, if we didn't carry them to the law, we was
to deliver them to the white men of EoUing Fork.

Q. Were they regarded as people who ought to have been taken up
and brought to the law for the disturbance that had occurred !—A. Yes,
sir.

Q. If these men who fled away came back again you were to have
them arrested ?—A. Yes, sir.

NAjMES of negro parties TO THE AGREEMENT.
Q. That was understood. Was P. H. Johnson, whose name is signed

to this paper, one of the men who was up there that day "?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Eobert Roan 1—A. Yes, sir ; I know that he was there.

Q. And Wash. Hamilton I—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And Aaron Dean ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Sam Jones 1—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Jerry Carson ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Jack Hill!—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Andrew Hoy!—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Levi Jones !—A. Yes, sir.

Q. W. D. Brown !—A. Yes, sir.
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Q. I. T. Casey ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Were they all colored men 1—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And they had all assembled there ?—A. Yes, sir.

NEGEOES INTENDED TO KEEP THE AGREEMENT.
Q. Was it understood that you rer>resented the respectable portion of

the colored people in favor of peace and order 1—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And that you designed on your part to do all you could do to have
peace kept in the county ?—A. Yes, sir.

AVHITE MEN WERE EXPECTED TO E:EEP THEIR AGREEMENT.

Q. And the white men designed to do all they could on their part

toward the same end ?—A. That was the understanding
;
yes, sir.

Q. That was the understanding of the paper ?—A. Yes, sir.

LEW PARKER AFTER HE WAS SHOT.

Q. Do you remember a black man named Parker"?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Who was he?—A. A justice of the peace.

Q. Did you see his body?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. After he was shot ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you examine his clothing ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you liud a letter on him ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Who was it written to ?—A. To a man that lived in district No. 1,

on the Mississippi liiver, at Dumbarton.

PARKER EXPECTED A FIGHT.

Q. What did that letter say ?—A. He wrote to a man named O'Brien,
and the letter said that they were expecting that they would have a
fight here, and asked him did he think he could aid him in it.

Q. Did he ask him anything <ibout getting a party to come down
there and aid him ?—A. No, sir; that was not in the letter.

Q. What else did he say about any one's coming besides O'Brien?

—

A. No, sir; that was written jnst to O'Brien.

Q. Who was O'Brien f—A. Ue had been a magistrate on the river.

Q. A colored man ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. How far was he away; where was his post-office?—A. At Dum-
barton, on the Mississippi Biver, and Parker lived wa3' up on Deer
Creek.

Q. On the other side of Deer Creek ?—A. Yes, sir.

NO PREVIOUS TROUBLE WITH THE WHITES.

Q. Did you ever have any trouble until this with the white people?

—

A. No, sir.

Q. You got along kindly with them ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Were you ever assaulted by them, or injured in anyway?—A.
No, sir.

GOOD DISPOSITION OF THE "\\TIITES.

Q. What has been the disposition of the white men of thiit county
toward your people there, as a rule?—A. Well, sir, the most of them

—

I will say right there, the colored people who kept themselves in respect-
able places and attended to their business were respected there as well as
I expect the colored to be respected by the white people, clear up to the
time of the riot ; and the ones that laid about and drank was not thought
much of by the white people.

Q. Is that not your own feeling toward ])eople ? Don't you feel more
respect tor the man chat is quiet and orderly than you do for one that
runs around and does not do any work ?—A. Yes, sir; the white people
w;ere very familiar there with the colored people.

Q. Have you any fault to find with their behavior toward you since
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you bave been a justice, and since you bave been living tbere ?—A. No,
sir. I bave been tbere since 1866.

Q. Were you tbere during tbe canvass and election of 1875 ?—A.
Yes, sir.

EVERYTHING VERY QUIET INDEED.

Q. Wbat was tbe condition of tbiugs during tbat canvass and elec-

tion ?—A. Every tiling was very quiet indeed.

Q. Did anybody interfere witb your rigbt to vote ?—A. No, sir.

Q. Nobody attempted to frigbten or intimidate you ?—A. No, sir.

Q. Tbe colored people all voted as tbey wanted to ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. You carried tbe county "?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And elected all tbe officers ?—A. Tbe time tbe blacks wanted me
to run—everybody else was elected but me; tbey wanted me to ruu, but
I did not run.

WITNESS KNEW OF NO THREATS.

Q. Do you know about Cbarlie Brown making tbreats tbere ?—A.
No, sir.

Q. Do you know anytbiug about Cbarlie Brown exerting bimself to

get up tbis conflict between tbe colored people and white people f—A.
I don't know a thing about that. I know that Mr. D. B, Ball came be-

fore me and made an affidavit tbat Cbarlie was doing so.

REV. MR. ball's AFFIDAVITS.

Q. Wbat did be charge him witb 1—A. Charged bim witb inciting

people to riots ; and I issued a warrant for Cbarlie, and I could not
reach bim. Him and Derry botb escaped.

Q. Did you issue a warrant for Derry, too?—A. Y^es, sir; tbe first

time be came and made a single affidavit, and tbe next time be came
back be made a joiut affidavit against tbe two.

Q. He first made an affidavit against Charlie, and then came and
joined Derry in it?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. He charged them with inciting riot?—A. Yes, sir; that was tbe
affidavit, and 1 issued a warrant for them, but they escaped; and since

tbat time Derry was arrested over in Vicksburgh by a man named
Groom, 1 was informed. Derry told me that was so hisself.

DERRY BROWN ARRESTED IN VICKSBURGH.

Q. Was Derry ever arrested under tbat warrant ?—A. I think be was.
Q. Was be brought before j^ou ?—A. He was not, sir.

Q. Who was the constable that arrested bim ?—A. Mr. Groom. He
is a white man. Derry told me tbat Mr. Groom sat down and talked
witb bim a go;:d while, and then went out and left bim there, and come
back witb a couple of policemen there and arrested bim; and be gave
bonds tor his appearance at the circuit court. He would not agree to

go on the Creek to be tried.

Q. Was that in Vicksburgb ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you .suppose, now that these men who bave left the county are
out of the way, you will bave any more trouble tbere at all?—A. Have
any trouble now ?

Q. Yes, sir.—A. No, sir; we did not bave any trouble before tbat
riot.

Q. Has it all been quiet since?—A. Y^es, sir.

NAMES OF NEGROES WHO HAVE NOT RETURNED TO THEIR HOMES.
Q. Everything is peaceable tbere now?—A. Yes, sir ; some of tbe

boys are back home.
Q. Wbicb ones bave come ?—A. Evans Brown.
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Q. Who else ?—A. William Dean has come back.

Q. Has Frank Amlerson come back ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Samuel Brewer?—A. No, sir; he is in Warreu County.

Q. Fred Bell ?—A. Xo, sir ; he ain't back ; he is in Ticksburgh.
Q. Bill Hughes or Jones ?—A. He ain't back.

Q. Jim Eoberuson ?—A. He ain't back.

Q, Jack Williams?—A. He ain't back.

Q. Silas Baldwin ?—A. He come back about three or four weeks ago.

Q. George Williams ?—A. He ain't come back.

Q. W^arner Meyers?—A. He ain't come back neither.

Q. John Hopkins'?—A. He ain't come back.

Q. Have the others that have come back gone to their work again?

—

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Have they been disturbed at all 1—A. No, sir.

Q. Any warrants beeu issued for them !—A. No, sir.

NEGROES WHO HAVE RETURNED ARE NOT DISTURBED.

Q. How long have they beeu back ?—A. William Dean has been there

long enough to have got his crop ; he come back in March. Evans
Brown come back in March or April.

Q. They have been up there for the last two or three months?—A.
Yes, sir; all excepting Silas Baldwin ; he come back about four weeks
ago.

Q. Have you seen them frequently?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. They are moving about as usual ?—A. Evans Brown and William
Dean lives right on the place with me, and Silas lives on Captain
Moore's plantation down below me.

Q. Is there any disposition to disturb them at all ?—A. No, sir.

CHARACTER OF BOWIE FOREMAN.

Q. Do you know a colored man by the name of Bowie Foreman ?

—

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Is he a sober man ?—A. No, sir.

Q. What kind of a man in his behavior and character is he?—A.
Well, Bowie in his character and behavior—all the white people and
black peoi)le, too, likes him ; and he will get drunk and cuss; and when
whisky was in hiuj anybody never took any notice of what he said,

neither white nor black ; but everybody liked him ; and Bowie could do
more, I suppose, than luiry other black man on the Creek with the white
people ; they did not take any account of Bowie.

Q. Is he a reliable num ?—A. No, sir ; he is drunk a good part of the

time—tight. I would not take his word hardly for anything.

Q. You think he is not very trustworthy ?—A. No, sir.

CROSS exa:mined.
By Mr. Cameron :

Q. On whose plantation do you live?—A. David Hunt's.

PERSONAL record.

Q. How long have you lived on Hunt's plantation ?—A. I have been
there three or four years.

Q. Do you rent land of ]Mr. Hunt?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. How much land do you rent and work?—A. Some years I rents

thirty-live or thirty-six acres, and some years not so much. 1 rents

land just according to what I can get hands to work.

Q. What crop do you raise ?—A. A pretty good crop every year.

Q. What '—A. Cotton and corn, and potatoes and beans, and so on.

Q. About when did you first hear anything of the troubles in your
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neighborhood last fall ?—A. Well, it was about the last of Kovember
or the first of December, when I first heard; it was long in the 'latter

jjart of November, to my knowledge now, that I heerd of it.

Q. You may go on and state all that you heard about that, and all

that was done, so far as you know.—A. You want me to state what I

heerd ?

WITNESS TELLS THE CAUSE OF THE TROUBLES—HOW ALEXANDER
WAS KILLED.

A. State about the troubles; just tell the story in your own way.

—

A. All about what I heerd about it?

Q. Yes, sir.—A. I just heerd that there was a white man and
a black man—now I don't know this—I only heard that the white
man and the black man got into difliculty at Kolling Fork, and
that the black man beat the white man; and the next day, on Sun-
day morning, they wanted to arrest some of the boys in the place, and
one of the men named Casey, he had his pistol, and he went to hit a black
man over the head with it, and the pistol fired and killed a white man
named Alexander; and they said that the negroes was the occasion of
him getting killed, as I heerd.

Q. Of Alexander getting killed ?—A. Yes, sir ; and from that I heerd
from them men up there that week, that they had made one or two ar-

rests up there.

CORNELIUS MURDERED.
Q. All black men ?—A. Y'es, sir ; had arrested one or two black men,

and the black man what they arrested they taken one day—a fellow

named Cornelius—and they shot him down. That is what I heerd.

Q. Did the white men shoot this man Cornelius down ?—A. Yes, sir.

They took the other men on before a magistrate named Smith. They
went there and examined his tracks, and they said he was shot down
right in his tracks ; and I heerd he was running, the reason he was
shot.

NEGROES ARRESTED.

Then they arrested Parker and Brooks and carried them up there,

as I heerd. There was two Brookses, one named Arthur and the
other Frank, and Frank told me these words himself: they had ar-

rested his brother and he was permitted to go along with his brother.

They told him he could go without any fire-arms. They locked him up
in a house all night, and tliey would not let Frank come there except
he carried some coffee or something, and would not let him stop there
with him ; and they carried him before Smith the magistrate on a
charge, and somehow or another they were released under bond, and
they turned them loose; and on Saturday they were to have a trial,

and they didn't have a trial ; and on Sunday morning they came up
there—the white people, so I heerd—and called them out of the house,
got Parker and Brooks, and fotched them down as far as Hunt's and
Elgin's store, and left them in charge of some white men until they
went down and got the other boys, Moses Johnson and Eufus, that they
heerd was indicated in the fuss, and they staid there until they went
down and got them boys.

Q. Now, tell us all you know about the trouble
;
you spoke of going

to church.—A. Yes, sir.

MICKEY AND JOHNSON STOPPED BY WHITE PICKETS.

Q. You may tell that story again; you didn't get quite through with
it.—A. As I said, 1 hud been down to church and was on my way back
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up to Mr. Hunt's. Me and Moses Jobnson was riding along, and Mr.

Clark was in the road. I rode to one side of them—me and Moses—and
be spoke and said, " Moses, hold on there."

Q. Mr. Clark said that f—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Who is he?—A. A young lawyer there on the Creek.

Q. Was he alone f—A. He and a man named Theodore Keyser; and
there was another man ; I don't know him ; he was a stranger to me.

Q. Three white men on horseback met you?—A. Yes, sir; they had
guns. Mr. Keyser was sitting side- ways on his saddle, and he seed me
coming, and be was trying to bide bis pistol, and his coat was so short

be could not bide it while be was sitting on bis horse. Clark told Moses
Johnson to bold on ; and I stopped ; 1 wanted to hear what he was
going to say to Moses.

WITNESS LEAVES JOHNSON WITH THE WHITES.

Q. Were you on horseback?—A. On a mule.

Q. Was Moses on horseback?—A. He was riding a little mare filly.

I staid there and Mr. Clark told me that Mr. Barrow wanted to see

me up there at the gate, and I went on u\) there.

Q. That was your gate?—A. Yes, sir; going to the quarters. I went
up to the gate and Barrow met me, and he said, " Your name is

Mickey ?"

barrow's TALK WITH WITNESS.

Q. Where did you leave Moses ?—A. With Mr. Clark and Theodore
Keyser, down the road there. He says, "Your name is Mickey, ain't

it?" 1 says, "Yes, sir." He says, "I beard that you are the man
that is indicated in the fuss down here." 1 says, "ISIot me."

He says, " Your name is Mickey, ain't it ? " I says, "Yes, sir." He
says, "You are the man." I says, "Look good; you may be mistaken

in the name. I writes my name D. M. Mickey; " and be says, " You are

the man."

"ARRESTING IMEN AND TURNING TIIEM LOOSE DON'T PAY."

I says, " There is some mistake about that. 1 don't care who said

so; they told a lie; be be white or black. I can prove it by every-

body that 1 have been trying to keep peace here;" and he called me
up afterward and said just this way to me, " Don't you mind me speaking

to you that way. We have got your recommendation from the Bare-

field colony clear down ; there is nobody con)ing to hurt \ou. I spoke

to you so to let the rest of them see that there is no difference in the

way that I speak to you. ]S^obody is going to hurt you ; but it is these

fellows that talk about killing white people and burning up their gin-

bouses. There is only one way to put a stop to it ; arresting meu and
turning them loose don't pay." Those were the words be said to

me ; and they went along down the road.

Q. Wlio went down the road ?—A. These white men.

Q. The three white men ?—A. There were ten at the gate. Mr. Bar-

rows asked me if the boys down here wanted to tight.

WHITE 3IEN AR:MED.

Q. Were they all armed with guns and pistols?—A. Yes, sir; some
had double-barrel guns; some bad these needle-guns, as they claimed.

I never seed no needle-guns, to my memory, but they said these was
needle-guns.

BARROW OFFERS TO FIGHT TEN WHITES AGAINST A HUNDRED BLACKS.

Mr. Barrow said, " If you men want to fight, we have but ten or so
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here, but we are ready to fight one hundred ;" and the boys, says they,

"We are not ready for a fight." They didn't want any fight.

Q. Whom did he say that to ?—A. To some of the boys assembled
together.

Q. Colored boys?—A. Yes, sir; a parcel of them—Warren Crump,
Colbert Williams, and John Carson, and William Crump there, and they
stopped them at the gate, and would not let them pass down the road.

And these negroes and some of the white men came there to bear what
the people would say. They said, " We are prepared to fight one hun-
dred of you if you want to fight," and they passed on down the road.

NEGRO MURDERED ON MOORE'S PLACE.

And there was a man living on Captain Moore's place, a place called

Cammack place; and the man started to run when he saw them coming.
I don't know his name. He was a man picking cotton there, from
Vicksburgh. And these white men shot him.

Q. Did they kill him ?—A. No, sir ; they didn't kill him. He laid

there in a house pretty nigh about two months ; shot him in the back
part of his thigb. That occurred, as J was informed, down there; but
I don't know of these facts myself.

Q. Where was this colored man ?—A. He was in the road, so I was
told, and he saw them coming, and he broke and run, and then they
shot him. And they went on down to Mr. Watson's, and returned that

evening ;• and when they came back they gathered the boys up as they
came along; all that had been in this luss.

THE WHITES GATHER THE NEGROES—JOHNSON TAKEN.

Q. The white men were gathering up the colored boys?—A. Yes, sir.

As they started away they came and demanded of Moses Johnson to get

on his liorse. I know a man named Judge Powell called Moses to the
pickets, and he came there, and he said, "Come outside," and he got
outside.

And when Moses started out of the yard he took off his watch and
gave it to bis wife. And they told him to get on his horse, and he got
on his horse, and they started off with him.

WHITE MEN IN THE WOODS LIKE SCOUTS.

Q. How many white men came and took Moses away?—A. There were
about ten or twelve there. There was over one hundred white men
around there, but there was only that many guarding Moses—ten in

that company; because after these white men had gone down the road
I was standing on the gallery of the wood-bouse and 1 seed about thirty
or forty riding in the edge of the woods. They catiiC out of the woods
in the opening just like scouts.

Another man named Joshua Sanders, he was down there, and he said
that about fitty or sixty had come through the cotton-patch there, and
he was hiding; they were armed and on their way to Mr. Watson's.
There was ten of them went down in the public road and the balance

of them went along the edge of the woods on each side of the creek. I

seen the ones that was on the west side of the creek with my own eyes

;

but I ne%'er seen the ones on the east side at all.

Q. How many did you see yourself?—A. 1 counted about thirty-five

or forty of them that I seed myself. They went on down to Mr. Wat-
son's, so I was informed—I don't know how far they went; and they
turned back that evening.

MOSES JOHNSON MURDERED AFTER HE HAD A PAROLE.

Q. These white, armed men ?—A. Yes, sir ; they came back that even-
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ing; some came back before night; and Mr. Barrow, when he returned
from down the road, Moses Johnson went to him and carried him a
l^arole that Mr. Elgin gave to him. And they turned him loose—that

was the second time that they had turned him loose; and the third time
when they taken him, they started away with him to fetch bira back to

Mr. Hunt's house, and kept him until just about da^- on Monday morn-
ing, and took him out in a field and killed him.

I was as wide awake as I am now when the men fired. I had no idea

in the world that they were going to kill them at all.

And when the men were going away Mr. Eobertson called up to my
door, and he called me out and told me not to be uneasy, that there

was nobody going to hurt me ; that they were going to protect me ; and
if I saw Frank Anderson to tell him to come back.

NEGROES LEAVE FOR FEAR OF THEIR LIVES.

Q. Who was Frank Anderson ?—A. A colored man. He heerd that

they were going to kill all them that went up there to the store that

Sunday, and he ran and got away; but they got hold of him; and
several of the boys left; and Mr. David Hunt got a good many of them
to come back by writing to them.

Q. What did they go away for ?—A. They heerd that they had their

names enrolled on a piece of paper ; that they were indicated, and had
taken a part in the luss; that they were in the riot, and they said they

were going to kill them.
And I know that Fred Bell has been wanting to come back home;

and he wants to coujc back now, but he is afraid to come. He applied

to Mr. David Hunt to come back—he stays on his place—and Mr. Hunt
wrote to him to wait until he could get the thiug fixed, and he would
let him know when he could come home. And he got one or two letters

from Fred saying that he wanted to come home ; aud he written to him
that he didn't know what to do, because, he said, " 1 hardly know what
to do myself."

The peoi)le here, they is frightened yet, and they are afraid of them
arresting them for this riot; and it will be so for many days.

WHEN JOHNSON "AVAS 3IURDERED.

Q What time did they kill Moses Johnson ?—A. Just about day.

Q. IMouday morning ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. They had arrested him twice, aud turned him loose?—A. Yes,

sir ; they arrested him as he came up the road, aud after he went and
got his parole, Mr. Barrow looked at it, and turned him loose again.

ABOUT JOHNSON'S PAROLE.

Q. What did you understand that parole to be '?—A. It was said that

it was a parole from ]Mr. Elgin, that it was all right. Mr. Hunt and
Mr. Elgin had stopped them up there at the store, and they settled up
their difficulties then ; tbey came on up to the store toward llolling

Fork, so I was inlbrmed. Moses told me himself how they came to call

bis attention up there to these men getting killed there, and he called

for assistance to go and see ; and he said he would not go without his

arms.
And Mr. Elgin aud him fixed it up there, and he became personally

responsible for the boys that was with him. And Mr. Elgin told

Moses that the white men were going to hold him personally responsible

if there was to be any more difliculty down here ; and when they heard

of the fuss, they taken Moses and went to Mr. Hunt's.

JOHNSON'S CHARACTER.

I did consider that by Moses becoming responsible for those fellows
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down there he was killed. He was uot any other way but a straight-

forward man, and ahvays attended to his own business.

Q. Did you ever hear of 31oses doing anything wrong?—A. No, sir.

Q. Did you ever hear him threaten to do anything wrong?—A. Not
before that Friday morning.

JOHNSON'S THREAT.

Q. state what he said tbat Friday morning.—A. He told the boys
to fall in with their guns, and, " Come and let us see about that ; there

ain't but one way to stop them, but just go and kill them and burn
them out."

Q. What had he heard that the white people were doing to the col-

ored people ?—A. They said they were killing them. They had shot
some men up there; they had killed Cornelius, and had Parker and
Brooks under arrest, and a message came that they were going to kill

them.
This was Friday morning, and they had heard every day about the

white people killing them ever since the fuss that was started on Satur-

day night before.

witness's advice to JOHNSON.

I said, " You had better go up there in a quiet way without any
arms

;
you have got nothing to fight with. You all talk of arms

;
you

have got nothing to tight with, and you have not got sense enough to

know it. Y"ou have got some old double barrel shot-guns, and some of
them hain't got but one hammer; and the white folks have got needle-

guns and a plenty of ammunition. If we can't protect ourselves we will

apply for piotection. There is no use for us to start a fight, for we have
got nothing to fight with. It is no use talking about whipping the white
lolks, for we have got nothing to fight them with. If we can't protect
ourselves it is better for us to make an application for protection."

And they said they were going to see if they could not find out what
was the matter, and how many boys had been killed.

Q, How long had you known Moses Johnson ?—A. I have known
him from a boy, about fifteen or sixteen years. He was only about
twenty two or twenty-three years old.

Q. What had his character always been ?—A. He had always been a
nice man. In that vicinity everybody, white and black, liked him.

SIX NEGROES MURDERED IN ONE NIGHT.

Q. What other colored men were killed there at that time besides
Moses Johnson ?—A. There were six killed ; three killed in one spot
and three in another, that night. Eufus Heyward was a very high-
tempered boy, and he was a good-conditioned kind of a fellow. Any-
thing that any of them wanted him to do at any time he would go and
do it for them. Nobody took any account of what he said any time.

CHARACTER OF THE MURDERED NEGROES.
He was always ready to do anything if needed, and was always talking

about fighting and who he could whip, but he never did whip or fight

anybody
; and nobody didn't take any account of him. I know^ I made

him ride twenty-seven miles for a drink of whisky, and he was gone
there a night and two days. I gave him money just to go and get some
whisky, and he went for me ; and he would have done that way any
time for Mr. Hunt. He would leave his work any time and go for him.
He was just a good-conditioned fellow.

Q How about Wade Hampton "?—A. I was not acquainted with him,
but he was always blowing mightily when he got a drink of whisky in

liim.



732 MISSISSIPPI ELECTION ISSAQUENA COUNTY.

I was acquainted with Parker and them. I was very well acquainted
with their disposition. It was claimed in that part of the neighbor-
hood that they were the leading men up there, and they was hunted
on that content, because they could see into a great many things
that the other colored people could not, and that the white people didn't
want them to know about.

Q. Parker and Brooks were killed on that account ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. You understand that the white people didn't like them, because
they were leading men among the colored i^eople?—A. Yes, sir ; I never
heerd them say so.

I heerd the white people say that they wanted to get all the ne-

groes that had an education— all of them that knowed anything

—

they intended to get hold of them, and they wanted to kill all of
them that could read and write and all the brave men. That was
what I heard. I never heerd them say so myself.

Lewis Moore, he was accounted to be a very brave man, and they
killed him, 1 know. I never heerd anything disrespectful of him. Two
or three weeks before the riot he brought a suit agaiust Dr. Clements,
and when the riot came up the case was in the docket for trial. 1 never
heerd anything disrespectful about him until after he was killed.

NEVER HEARD THREATS BEFORE FRIDAY MORNING.

Q. Did you ever hear of any colored people before these troubles com-
menced, threaten to kill white i)eople, burn down their gin-houses, and kill

their wives and children ?—A. That Friday morning, as I have said,

that was the first time I ever heerd it.

WHITES WERE ARIMED.

Q. From anybody ?—A. Yes, sir. Xow, these facts I don't know; this

is from what I heard on Sunday, that the white people were prepared and
had arms, that they was going to control the election. They had their

guns all in readiness and had ammunition, and this was on Friday ; and
what led me to believe it was, because on Friday this difficult}' had haj)-

peuod, and if they had not been prepared they could not have had
needle-guns and pistols Sunday morning at Mr. Hunt's place.

THREATS OF THE WHITES.
A white man told me when I went up there that it was a good thing

that we did go u^) there. lie is a brick-mason ; I didn't know his name.
He told me that itwas agoodthingthatwe had come up there to this peace-
meeting. He said they were seven hundred men I hadn't seen ; and that
they were going to kill every black man betwixt there and Yazoo Eiver.

His name was Powell. lie told them words right in Rolling Fork ; told

nie there was seven hundred men I hadn't seen, and it looked as if there
was five hundred or six hundred men there then.

MORE ABOUT THE PEACE-IMEETING.

Q. When did you hear about this peace-meeting; how long after

these men were killed ?—A. I think I heerd about it—I disremember
whether they made their api)lication to me to go up Monday evening or

Tuesday morning ; but I think it was Tuesday morning that we agreed
to go up, because I never staid home Monday night. I would not be
positive whether it was Monday evening or Tuesday morning that they
spoke to me about it. I could not identify the time certain.

Q. Who spoke to you about it first ?—A. I disremember now who it

was; Dr. J. W. Ellis or Mr. Hunt, I don't know which.

Q. Dr. Ellis and Mr. Hunt are white men 't—A. Yes, sir, both of

them. Dr. Ellis said he wanted things stopped any while. He is a
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doctor there, and waits on the parties tliere for bis money for twelve
months, and he said be coukl not bear the idea of losing that much;
and he was one of the men that went up in a committee to try and stop

the fuss.

Q. What happened when you went up there , and who went up there

with you ?—A. There was i)lenty others along.

Q. What colored men went up to take part in the peace-meeting?

—

A. Myself and Philip Johnson and Kobert Eoan and Aaron Dean and
Sam Jones and Jack Hill 5 I can't recollect all of them, but they went
up.

WITNESS AFRAID TO GO TO THE PEACE-MEETING UNLESS ACCO]MPA-
NIED BY A WHITE MAN.

Q. Did you have any fear about going!—A. Yes, sir, I did ; audi
did not go until Mr. Hunt went with us.

Q. What were you afraid of?—A. Afraid they would kill me—the
white men—and I was feered when I was there, too, and until I got
back home, and after that, too. If my dog barked I would get out ; and
'taint been so long that the fear got off of me, but for the white people
treating me nice.

Rev. Mr. Ball (colored) says, " Don't insert any trying in it."

Q. Who spoke first at that peace meeting?—A. I think I was the
first man begun the speech after Colonel Ball taken his seat as chair-

man of the meeting. I think 1 was called on by some white gentleman
to get up and state the feeling and condition of the people in my part
of the county ; and I got up and told them what the people desired

5

that they desired a peace and order, and they agreed to keep all dis-

turbances down.
Colonel Ball said to me—when I told him I was going to try—he said,

<'This thing of trying won't do; we don't want any trying in "it. You
have either got to say that you will do it, or either this 'ere thing won't
be settled." That is what Colonel Ball replied to me when I was stand-
ing on the floor.

1 told him in my remarks that I would do my utmost i)ower to keep
peace, and he said this 'ere trying wouldn't do—" you have got to say
that you will do it; if you don't, this thing won't be settled." Then I

had to obligate myself—tell him that I would do it, after he told me
there was no other way. I had either to say I would do it, or things
would not be settled ; so I told him that I would do it.

Q. What did these other colored men say that were with you ?—A.
They agreed with me for to keep the peace and get order on the planta-

tions same as I did.

CHARACTER OF DERRY' BROWN.
Q. How long have you known Derry Brown ?—A. I have known him

ever since 'GS.

Q. Where did he live last fall ?—A. On a i;)lace called the Kehoe
lilace.

Q. What sort of a man had Derry Brown been considered before last

fall?—A. A good man; I never heard any fault of Derry Brown. He
was a hard-laboring man and always had been, and had as much as
most colored people in the county.

Q. Has he property ?—A. Yes, sir ; as much as any other colored man
in the county.

BROWN HAD MADE NO THREATS—WAS NOT AT HOME.
Q. Had you ever before that time heard that Derry Brown had made

any threats to do any harm to anybody?—A. No, sir j to my own per-
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sonal knowledge he was away when this difficulty came. When the first

we ever heard ot it, he had just come from Eodney, Miss., that Sunday,
and this difficulty happened before he knew anything about it. He was
not at home when the difficulty took place.

CHAKAOTER OF CHAELIE BROWN.

Q. How long had you known Charlie Brown?—^A. I hadn't known
him so long asDerry 5 1 had known him five or six years anyhow.

Q. Where did Charlie live?—A. He lived there with Derry, that is

with his brother.

Q. What kind of a man was he?—A. He did not stir around much,
but Derry was one of those kind of fancy fellows who was always stir-

ring around. I did not know much about Charlie, but he appeared to

be a peaceable man. He did not talk very much.
Q. Staid at home, did he !—A. Yes, sir.

CHARACTER OF BILL HUGHES.

Q. Do you know Bill Hughes?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. How long have you known him ?—A. Four or five years.

Q. Where did he live ?—A. Last year he lived on Moore's place

—

these plantations were divided last year—it was always called Watson's
place.

Q, What kind of a man was he?—A. One of the drunken fellows.

COLORED PEOPLE THERE NOTHING TO FIGHT WITH.

Q. Anybody ever pay much attention to him?—A. No, sir 5 he was
drunk the day he came up to my house with the boys ; I called him in

there and sat down and talked to him, and told him that was not the

way ; there was a wa.y to put a stop to these things, but that was not
the way to do ; that the colored people had nothing to fight with ; the

white people had bought the ammunition and all the guns and all that

thing ; that we must try to protect ourselves with the law, and if we
found that we could not and that we were imposed upon, to apply lor

assistance first before we talked of fighting. I talked to him over an
hour. I cannot remember what remarks 1 made now ; but them was
the remarks.

Q. Was that after these men had been killed ?—A. No, sir ; before

—

on Friday evening.
FEARS OF WITNESS.

Q. After the fuss had commenced ?—A. Yes, sir. There was no
white men, nor fuss, any more than these white men coming down there,

because in the night I was sitting down in my house with my wife and a

young lady and a young man named Carson, and he says, " Brother Dave,
you had better keep your eyes open to-night, for these white folks have
sent to Boiling Forks to get them to come down there." As soon
as he told me that I got uneasy, and everything was in such an
uproar that I said, " 1 believe I will go to the house and see Mr.
Hunt;" but my wife did not want me to go. She said, " Somebody
will shoot you." I said, "Let them shoot me, in the name of God ; 1 am
going over there to see."

WITNESS PROMISED PROTECTION.

It was pretty late in the night, about or 10 o'clock, and as 1 walked
by, I believe, Mr. Hunt came out with his slippers on, and he says, " Who
is that?" And I says, " It is I." He says, " Is it Dave ?" I says, " Yes,

sir."

1 says, "Mr Hunt, I have been informed by John Carson that white

men would be down here, and I want protection."



TESTIMONY OF DAVID M. MICKEY. 735

Says I, '' I have been trying to keep peace here, you know I have
;
I

have done all I could do, and if the white men come down here they

do not know me from anybody else, and I am just as likely to be killed

as anybody else."

He says, " Dave, you shall be protected. You or any of the rest of

the men that had nothing to do with this fuss, just tell them to come
over here, and you can stay in the house with me. I am going to pro-

tect you that had nothing to do with this fuss ; but the ones that has

been engaged in it, 1 can't protect them. If they asks me about it, I am
going to tell them the truth about that -, for if I lie to them 1 will bring

myself into difficulty."

The white men came down Sunday morning. I heerd them coming
to Hunt & Elgin's store during the u[ght; but I don't know ; but I seed

them myself Sunday morning.

NO DISTUEBANCE SINCE THE NEGEOES RETURNED.

Q. Senator Bayard asked you if these men who have come back to

live had been disturbed since they came back ?—A. No, sir.

Q. I ask you if they have disturbed anybody since they have come
back 1—A. No, sir; they ain't disturbed anybody since they came back,

not to my knowings.
Q. You have not heard anything of their disturbing any one?—A. I

have not heerd of any one.

Q. They have gone on about their business working there?—A. Yes,

sir; tending to their business just the same as I do.

ABOUT THE MURDERED NEGROES.

By Mr. McDonald:
Q. You said that there were three killed at one place and three at

another?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Who were the others that were killed at the same place where
Moses Johnson was?—A. Moses Johnson and fiufus Heyward, and
Wade Hampton.

Q. The other three were Parker, Brooks, and Lewis Moore?—A. Yes,

sir.

Q. Now, had not Eufus Heyward and Wade Hampton arms going up
to Kolling Fork ?—A. I don't know whether Wade had or not.

Q. Who was with him?—A. Eufus Heyward, Frank Anderson, and
another man, William Dean, and David Jackson ; they was the ones

that started up there toward Eolling Fork. They all stopped at Hunt
and Elgin's store, and they drank it off and made friends. The boys
told me that they drank two or three bottles of bitters up there.

Q. (By Mr. Cameron.) That was on Friday?—A. Yes, sir, Friday.

By Mr. McDonald:
heyward and JOHNSON ARIMED.

Q. Then Heyward was with Johnson when he started up?—A. Yes,

sir.

Q. Did they have guns?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Was Parker, Brooks, or Lewis with them ?—A. No, sir; they live

Wity up the creek.

Q. They were concerned in the Eolling Fork difficulty, were they
not s—A. 1 don't know, sir; I heard the reason that they were pursued

—

that they were trying to make up companies to fight the white lolks.

Q. Parker is the one on whose person you found a letter?—A. Yes,
si)-.
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CHARACTER OF WADE HAMPTON.

Q. You say Wade Hampton was a uoisy, braggiug sort of a fellow?—

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Always talking about what he would do?—A. A kind of boasting

fellow. When he got a drink he would talk big talk ; blow off what he
could do.

Q. When he talked did he use any threatening language toward any
person "i—A. To some of the boys, he would tell them what he would do

to them; but Wade was not with Moses Johnson that morning. 1 never

heard any demonstration that Wade made at all during that riot.

HAMPTON TAKEN BY THE WHITES.

Q. He was one that was killed at the same time that Moses Johnson

was?—A. Yes, sir ; he was fotched from Mr. Watson's place, cause when
Wade came along my wife was so excited she run me in the house; and

a white man was riding right behind Wade; I had to stop to look at

him ; and Wade said " How do you do, Dave ;" and I said, " I am well,

I thank you." 1 know it was him, and the white man was riding right

behind him, and the white man was named Maxwell. He had Wade,
guarding him.

WHEKE HAMPTON AND JOHNSON AVERE MURDERED—HAMPTON SHOT
IN THE BACK.

Q. How far was that from the place they were found killed the next

morning?—A. They was going into Mr. Hunt's yard then; and the way
they had to go to where they were killed is nigh about half a mile, if

not farther. They were killed in the lower end of a cottonliekl, nest

to a Cottonwood thicket. They rode across in the field, and by the way
they were laying, 1 think Wade was the first one that they killed,

ami Moses Johnson was the next one. Wade, when he was shot he

was shot in the back, and he attempted to run, and he stubbed his foot

—

caught his foot, and the way he fell he fell on his face, and he was shot

in the back. He was making for the thicket then.

WHAT BILL HUGHES WANTED TO DO.

Q. What was Bill Hughes saying when you told him that it would

not be worth while to talk about fighting ; that you did not have guns ?

—

A. He asked uie what to do, and why J would not have them men ar-

rested, and 1 told him just this: "That I knew nothing about it, and

had no understanding about the matter, and that they had better make
themselves easy until they found out about it."

Q. Was he talking about fighting?—A, No; he said he wanted to go

up there and see how it come that them men were killed. He said that

they had a right to go and see. And he said that 1 had a right to look

after it.

Q. I thought you heard him talking about fighting?—A. Because all

them came up there, some with guns and some without guns.

Q. They were all more or less talking about fighting, were they ?—A.
They were on that Friday evening, because ti.ere was drinking goingon.

I says, " Let us apply to the sheriff, and see if he cannot protect us. I

reckon if we are imposed upon he will make application to the governor,

and stop this thing,"

I remember Bill says, " Why don't you send somebody ?" I says,

" Well, you heard the fuss; you know as much about it as 1 do, why
don't you send?" He says, ''1 don't know nothing about it. I can't-

go." Says I, "I don't know who is in fault and who ain't. If 1 under-

took to (io something I might start wrong about it." And I told him if

they wanted to know, to go to Rolling Fork and see.
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Q. Did you tell them to go ^vithout arms when they talked about
taking arms to tight it out ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. You told them if they went up there they had*better go without
arms?—A. Yes, sir.

~

Q. And they talked about taking arms and fighting it out?—A. No ;

they did not say that they would have to fight it out. They said that

they would not go without guns, because they had been killing men up
there, and they would kill them. Moses Johnson said he would not go
without arms; and he said he was going to carry his arms. He said,

"They have been killing us colored long enough, and the only way to

put a stop to it is to go up there and kill them, and burn up their place.''

" PATCHI^^G ain't going to^stand."

Q. Did you hear it said at the time of this peace convention that
Derry Brown said that he would not make peace except on certain

terms !—A. No, sir : I never heerd Derry say any such thing. I will

tell you what I did hear him say in the presence of Mr. Elgin. Derry
said, "It would never do to take men out that way and slaughter them,
as these men was slaughtered and killed up there.'' He said, " You can
all go to Eolling Fork and patch it up now, but that i)atching ain't

going to stand." And that is why they put him in jail.

Q. In that conversation did he say anything about having an equal
number of white men killed to make it even?—A. Xo, sir; I never
heerd him say so, and never heerd that he said so.

WHAT NEGROES WENT TO ELGIN'S STORE.

By Mr. Cameron :

Q. What colored men went up to Elgin's store on Friday morning?
—A. Moses Johnson, Eufus Heyward, Frank Anderson, Wilson Whit-
ing, David Jackson, and Wm. Dean. They started out of the quarters';
I don't know whether they went to the store or not.

Q. Did you understand that they made up the trouble ?—A. Yes, sir

;

that they made up the trouble and they drank, for Mr. Elgin treated
them. They said that they had misunderstood how the fuss was, and
then Mr. Elgin treated the boys to bitters up there.

no negro armed on SUNDAY.

Q. Did any of the colored boys that you spoke of have arms on Sun-
day when you saw them?—A. 2so, sir; not a one; not a man hadany
arms.

HAMPTON TAKEN FROM HIS HOUSE.

Q. Wade Hampton did not have any when this man was driving him
before him?—A. No, sir ; Wade Hampton was sitting in the house when
he was arrested.

JOHNSON TAKEN WHILE GOING TO CHURCH.
Q. Moses Johnson had no arms?—A. No, sir; to my certain knowl-

edge he did not have none, because I was with him ;'^1 and him were
going to church.

NO NEGRO COMPANIES.

Q. Do you know of any companies that were got up by the colored
men for the purpose of fighting the white men or burning*or destroying
their property ?—A. No, sir ; I don't.

Q. Did you ever hear of any such thing ?—A. No, sir ; I never heard
of any company at all, and 1 actually do believe at that time, after
them white men killed them men, they staid on that creek there two or
three days.

47 MISS
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HUNTING FOR "THE BOYS" A WEEK OR, SO.

Q. The vrbite men staid there?—A. Yes, sir; they killed tueoi Satur-
day night, and they were around Mr. Hunt's quarters looking after these
other boys a v\eek or so; they were hunting them at night. I know
that Colonel Ball said that we might make ourselves contented, because
there was no one going to bother us; and when I seed these men, it

didn't frighten me the least bit, because I supposed they were looking
for those boys. They were coming around and standing around the
men's houses that ruuned off, trying to catch them.
Them facts can be proved by every person on Mr. Hunt's plantation.

By the Chairz-ian :

Q. Is Colonel Ball in this State now?— A. No, sir; I don't think he
is.

Q. Is Mr. J. H. Eobiuson here?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Is Mr. Elgin here?—A. Yes, sir.

WHITES AT THE PEACE-ilEETING HAD THE NA3IES OF NEGROES ON
RECORD.

By Mr. McMillan :

Q. Up at the peace-meeting, did you tell the white people who the
bad men in your community were, or did they tell you who the men were
that they wanted?—A. They spoke and said them men what had
made their escape—I did not tell them nothing, for they had tlie

names all on the record.

Q. They had the names there and told you these were the people I—
A. Yes. sir ; those were the fellows they wanted to get hold of.

Q. Did you tell them any names ?—A. No, sir ; I did not tell them
about there being any dead men.

Q. Are there any colored men from the creek here now ?—A. Yes,
sir,-' Jackson is here, and another man named Harrison Smith, and a

Jx>y named Ira.

WHITES IN LINE OF BATTLE AT THE PEACE-MEETING.

Q. Did the white men at that peace meeting have their arms ?—A-
They had guns ; they were in line of battle, and we could not pass
them until they halted and presented arms.

NEGROES NOT ARIIED.

Q. Were the black men armed ?—A. No, sir ; not a man. We were
guarded up there by a man named John Clark. He had a needle gun.
We left two or three squads of white men below at Mr. Wright's gin-house.

ABOUT COLONEL POWELL.
I remember Judge Powell said, " I wish you to go up there and settle

this thing. I have not slept any for eight nights past." He said he was
tired of laying" awake that way. That was on Tuesday morning.

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. Where does he live ?—A. He stays about Rolling Fork, about Deer
Creek somewhere.

Q. What does he do ?—A. He is the landing-agent at the landing

—

steamboat-agent.
Q. He told you he had not slej't any for eight nights ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. What do you suppose kept him awake?—A. I don't know, sir.

Q. What had created a feeling to keep him awake ?—A. I don't know
what had created a feeling. It was on Friday morning they was killed,

and it could not have been eight days from Friday to Sunday morning.
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DID NOT KNOW THAT THE WHITES \YEEE ALAE3HED.

Q. Did you learn that the white people were very much alarmed there,

from apprehension of these colored folks coming up f—A. No, sir; I did

not know a thing about that.

Q. Do you know Mr. W. D. Brown, a white man, who was examined
ahead of you "I—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Where does he live '?—A. A mile above Eolling Fork.

Q. Have you known him well !—A. I never was acquainted with
him until I got to be a magistrate. I knew him, but I never had any
dealings with him.

W. D. BROWN FRIENDLY' TO THE NEGROES.

Q. Are his relations friendly to the colored people?—A. Yes, sir; as

far as I know of him he has always acted well toward us.

Q. Are you considered there, among your people, one of their leading

men ?—A. Yes, sir.

EDUCATION OF THE WITNESS.

Q. Have you some education ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Can you read and write pretty well!—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Copy your own writs—make them out ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. You can write ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Can you read writing ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you have any trouble in any way with white people there ?

—

A. No, sir.

Q. No annoyance or interference with you !—A. No, sir.

WAS NEVER ANNOYED.

Q. Anything to make you feel insecure or afraid?—A. No, sir; no
trouble in any way. I came out of the Army in the fall of 1866. I never
had any dilficulty or any words with but one white man, and that is the
white man here now, Mr. Elgin, and me and him made that up. It was
on account of some little business that I did not do to suit him, and I told

him I didn't ask him any odds, and he said I would not hold ofi&ce on that
place another year ; and I told him I would hold it this year, but I

didn't ask him no odds ; and I told him 1 did not ask him or David
Hunt any odds, because I had a contract for the plantation for two years

;

but me and him made it up afterward, and those are the only cross
words I ever had with any white man.

Q. Has there ever been any interference with the execution of your
processes?—A. No, sir.

Q. You have been obeyed by the white people as a magistrate without
any trouble at all ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And no interference with you ?—A. No, sir.

Q. I think you stated that there was a disposition among the white
people to strike down the leading men of the colored people ?—A. That
is what I was told ; I heerd that.

ALL COUNTY' OFFICERS COLORED MEN.

Q. Have not most of the officers of your county been colored men ?

—

A. Yes, sir.

Q. The sheriif is a colored man ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Your supervisors are colored men ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And your members of the legislature are colored "?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And you, as justice of the peace, are colored ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Who among the leading men have been disturbed, to your knowl-
edge's—A. There ain't but two; they said Parker and Brooks was the
worst ones among them. Parker had been justice of the peace, and
Brooks he had just been elected.
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NEVER HEARD WHITES 3IAKE THREATS.

Q. Did you ever hear any of these threats from the white people, or
were they repeated to you by colored people 'I—A. They were repeated
to me by colored people ; I never heard them from the white people
myself at all.

ASTONISHED TO SEE W. D. BROWN ARMED AT THE PEACE-MEETING.
By Mr. McMillan :

Q. Did you see Mr. Brown among these armed men up there ?—A.
Yes, sir. It astonished me more to see Mr. Brown there than any man
in the county. The first time I saw him was just before we crossed
David Hunt's bridge. I was on the opposite side of the creek, and I

seed him. I knew him, and I made a remark that it surprised me more
to see him in the company than anybody else. Some one says, " There
is Colonel Ball,-' and I said " I don't know anything about him ; I know
Mr. Brown ;-' they call him Colonel Brown.

Q. Did you see the man that testified just before you did ?—A. Yes,
sir ; I knows him just as well as I know anybody.

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. Don't you know that he was examined as a witness just now ?

—

A. I knowed his name was on the list yesterday, but I didn't know he
had been in here.

By Mr. McMillan :

Q. Have you seen him in town today 1—A. Yes, sir.

MORE ABOUT THE AGREEMENT MADE AT THE PEACE-MEETING.
By Mr. Bayard :

Q. Mr. Brown, in speaking in reference to this agreement made at
the peace meeting, said there was a blank in it, and he accounted to the
members of the committee for the paper being in two handwritings

—

some of it—the names of these people in a dift'erent handwriting from
the other i)art of the paper, by saying that the reason was that this
blank was left until the names to go in here should be furnished. You
said you did not give the names yourself of Derry Brown, Charlie
Brown, Bill Hughes, and the rest A. That got away—was bad
men?

Q. Yes, sir.—A. Xo, sir; I did not tell them about their being any bad
men.

Q. Mr. Brown stated that this paper was prepared and the blank left

in it and filled up afterward in a diflerent handwriting, and he said the
reason that blank was left was because they did not know the names of
these people to be put in—these turbulent people.—A. At what time '?

Q. At the time this paper was drawn np.—A. They handed in every
man that escaped that they wanted to get hold of at the meeting that
day.

Q. Did any of the colored men who went up there with you, either

you or the rest, upon request, state the names of these differ-

ent ones that were afterward inserted in this paper ?—A. I got up in

the committee and said that if Colonel Ball said that this thing could
not be settled without we said we were going to keep the peace

—

they said we must not say, "We will try.'' I told him that the parties

at home, all that were remaining at home, I believed I could con-
trol them by hard work, and I told them I would not be responsible for

the parties that had gone ; and they wanted to know who they were.
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WHAT WAS SAID AND DONE AT THE PEACE-MEETING.

Q. Who told the names ^—A. I told some of the names I know.
Q. And the others?—A. I told the names of them at Mr. Hunt's

place, Colbert Williams and Warren Crump—they were indicated in

the difficulty. I said I would not be responsible for Colbert Williams

—

that was my remark—neither Warren Crump ; and Dr. Ellis got up and
said, " I will be responsible for Colbert Williams ;" and Mr. Hunt said,
" I will be responsible for Warren Crump"— any action that he might
do after he came back.

Q. Who gave the men from the Hunt place ?—A. I remember I got
up and said that I would not be responsible for Colbert and Warren.
They had come to Yicksburgh. I don't know about any other names.

Q. Who gave the names for the Watson place ?—A. I don't know for

certain, but I think Wash Hamilton.
Q. He was the colored man who went with you ?—A. They had a

record of all these men's names whom they hadn't killed

Q. I was not speaking of those who were killed.—A. They had a
record of all the names.

Q. Who gave the names at that meeting for the people on the Moore
place f—A. I don't believe there was anybody there to represent the

Moore place. There was so many men that went from each place to

represQpt the feelings and wishes of the people.

Q. Do you know who said was on the Kehoe [or Keo] place ?—A.
Kehoe went up there in the place of Mr. Watson. The colored men asked
Mr. Watson to go. The men there, down below, said they would not
go without Dr. Ellis went with them.

Q. Were or were not these names filled in after the paper was written

by Mr. Brown ?—A. I could not say for certain ; but I think these names
were put in there when they were writing that paper.

Q. Who gave in the names?—A. I could not say for certain who gave
them names in.

Q. Do you know whom you gave in ?—A. Warren Crump and Col-

bert Williams ; but if I spoke of any of the others I don't remember.
Q. Who gave the rest of the names on the Hunt place ?—A. 1 don't

know, sir.

Q. Who gave the names of William Dean, Evans Brown, and Frank
Anderson f—A. I don't know, sir.

Q. And Samuel Brewer ?—A. He don't live on Hunt's place ; he lives

on Woodfork plantation.

Q. You cannot say who gave the names of the men on the Moore
place ?—A. No, sir.

WHITES HAD PREPARED A LIST OF NAMES OF NEGROES THAT THEY
WANTED.

By Mr. McMillan :

Q. Did the white men at that meeting have a list of the names of the
people that they wanted you to become security for—that you would
keep them quiet and peaceable if they came back ?—A. They had them
men's names.

Gentlemen, probably you don't understand me. These men that you
see their names, they was the men that they were to get them as they
got Moses Johnson. We had no right to tell them their names, for

they already had their names before I told them that I would not be
responsible for them.
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MR. BAKROW HAD THE LIST.

Q, They had the names then ?—A. They had the names that Sunday
morning, because Mr. Barrow pulled it out and I seed it myself.

Q. Then at the meeting the only men's names that the colored men
mentioned were the ones that they said they would be responsible for ?

—A. Yes, sir.

Q. They had all the names on the list before you came up ?—A. Yes,
sir.

Q. And when you came up they were armed, and presented their arms
as you passed?—A. Yes, sir; they did.

D. B. BALL—ISSAQUENA (SHARKEY) COUNTY.
Jackson, Miss., June 23, 1876.

MURDERS AT ROLLING FORK.

D. B. Ball sworn and examined.

PERSONAL STATEMENT.

By Mr. McDonald :

Question. Where do you reside '?—Answer. I reside on Deer Qreek

—

Little Deer Greek—in Sharkey County, in this State.

Q. How long have you lived there ?—A. 1 have lived there about
eight years.

Q. How far do you live from Elgin & Hunt's store ?—A. I live about
three or three and a half miles.

Q. Down the creek from there ?—A. Yes, sir.

Qf How far are you from Rolling Fork ?—A. We call it fourteen or

fifteen miles. I don't know, sir, the exact distance.

Q. What are you engaged in there?—A. Planting.

Q. How far do you live from the plantation on which the colored man
Mickey lives ?—A. That is about three miles from where 1 live.

Q. Which way do you live from there, down or up ?—A. I live down
the creek.

Q. How far from where Derry Brown lives ?—A. I live about half

a mile from there. This man Mickey lives about a mile or a mile and a
half from Elgin & Hunt's store, but it is somewhat in the shape of a
triangle from one place to the other. I go a different road to get to

Elgin's. It is the same distance to Elgin's store to where Dave Mickey
lives.

Q. To what political party do you belong ?—A. I belong to the repub-
lican party.

Q. Are you a native of this State ?—A. I am from Illinois.

Q. When did you come into this State ?—A. I came into this State in

1866, some time in March.
Q. You have been here ever since ?—A. Yes, sir; I have been in the

State ever since, with the exception of visits to the North.
Q. Did you know Moses Johnson, a colored man ?—A. I did, sir.

Q. Did you know a colored man named Wade Hampton ?—A. I did.

Q. Do you remember when the troubles took place at Rolling Fork
last December or November?—A. Do you refer to any particular in-

stance ?

Q. Well, at the time the difficulty occurred up at Rolling Fork,
between some colored men and a white man or boy ?—A. I am not con-
versant with the particulars of it ; I only know it from hearsay.

Q. You heard of it at the time, did you ?—A. Yes> sir.
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EFFECTS OF THE TROLTBLE AT KOLLKsG FORK.

Q. State what excitement that produced, if any, down on the creek
where you live—that Eolling Fork diSicalty—and what ones partici-

pated in it, as far as you know.—A. "Well, it caused a very feverish state
of excitement as a general thing among all parties in that section.

Q. It created a great deal of excitement among all parties ?—A. Yes,
sir; all parties. It made the negroes very revengeful.

THREATS OF THE NEGROES.

Q. What threats, if any, did you hear the negroes use with reference
to the people at Rolling Fork and that section !—A. Well, they threat^

ened to kill them, and burn the place down, &c.
Q. Did you hear ^^loses Johnson talking in regard to that matter ?

—

A. No, sir ; I did not.

SAW TVrO COMPANIES OF NEGROES.

Q. Shortly after that, and before the negroes were killed, there where
you live what demonstration did you hear among the negroes ?— A. I

saw two different companies on their way, as they expressed it, to Eoll
ing Fork, or up the creek, aiid they expressed very plainly their inten-

tion to kill the white people and burn the gin-houses, &c.

Q. Was Moses Johnson in one of those companies?—A. Yes; he
was in one of the companies, but not at the time I saw him. I did not
see him with either one of them; but I know he was with one of them,
from hearsay.

Q. Were they armed—the Urst company that you saw ?—A. Yes, sir
;

they were all armed.

SEVEN NEGROES IN THE FIRST CO'-IPANY.

Q. In what numbers did you see them together, and whereabouts did
you see them !—A. I saw about seven in the first company. They had
just returned.

Q. From where ?—A. From up the creek. I do not know how far

they went, though I understood they went as far as the vicinity of Elgin
& Hunt's Store. I was not aware of their having been up until I met
them on their return, and just as they had returned.

Q. What negroes did you know who were in that company of seven ?

—

A. There was one named Frank Anderson, one named David Jackson

;

Moses Johnson, I met him with his gun a short distance between the
quarter where Mickey lives and home. I asked him where he had been,
and he said he had been hunting. There were Rufus Haywood, a boy
called George Williams, and there were some others ; I don't recollect

now who they were.

Q. How long were you with them when you met them at that time ?

—

A. I was there, perhaps, ten or fifteen minutes. I went to a store
which Mr. Hunt has on his plantation, and they came in a few minutes
after I went in.

NEGROES WISHED TO CREATE A DIFFICULTY.

Q. What did they state about where they had been, and what their
purposes were, or had been ?—A. I said very little to them. They evi-

dently wished to create some kind of a difficulty, and they were par-
tially intoxicated and very abusive. They were boys that 1 liked as a
general thing, and was well acquainted with, and we never had had any
difficulty between us prior to that ; and one of them—they were all

speaking in connection with where they had been at Elgin & Hunt's
store—they knew that I had been to Rolling Fork after this difficulty

occurred at the Point, in connection with the escape of some prisoners

—
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and one of tliem made the reajark that any one who went there was
a damned rascal. This was said by a man named Audersou, and I said

to him, " You are a liar ; I was there, and you know it.''

WITNESS WAS UNARMED.
The remark I regretted as soon as it was spoken, because there was no

reason in the man. He had his revolver, and I was unarmed entirely;

and he said, " It ain't a bit of use to talk that way ; I am ready now and
any time to take my gun and kill any man any time, by God ! If I am
worth anything at all, I am ready to die now just as well as any time.

It's no use you white people blowing any more about the matter."

Q. Who was that ?—A. Frank Anderson was the one who made this

remark, and he was seconded by two or three others in the room at the
same time.

Q. Were any further threats directed against the white people at

Eolling Fork or vicinity ?—A. Yes, sir; that was the general complaint;
they were ready to go any time, and would go any time.

WITNESS TOLD THE NEGROES THEY WERE COWARDS.

I told them that they were cowards ; that they had been turned back
by some men up the creek, when if they had had pluck enough they
might have gone on. He said that it was the intervention of some of

their own people that caused them to turn back ; that had it not beeu
for that, John Elgin and Abijah Hunt would have been lying dead on
the grass then at the point from which they were turned back.

I regretted having said anything to them at all. I was there alone

and they were under the influence of liquor, and armed, while I was
unarmed. I had never seen them in such a state of excitement before

;

and I left there then.

TWEL"\T: or FIFTEEN NEGROES IN THE OTHER COMPANY.

Q. What other armed bodies did you see about that time, and where-
abouts did you see them ?—A. I would not be positive, but I think on
the same day I went further up, and then I met this other armed body
coming up the other road that went to Elgin and Hunt's store.

Q. How many in that body !—A. I suppose twelve or fifteen ; some-
wheres about that. I did not count them.
Q. Were they mounted ?—A. Y'es, sir.

HOW THE NEGROES WERE AR3IED.

Q. How were they armed ?—A. Some had revolvers, and most of them
had double-barreled shot-guns. I noticed only one with a United States
Springfield musket. I don't know how the majority were armed. All
might not have beeu armed ; but I think they were. I don't recollect

having seen any one that did not have a pistol or gun with them. They
were pretty noisy and made some slight threats as they passed me, but
nothing particularly directed toward me.

CHARACTER OF THEIR THREATS.

Q. What was the character of their threats when they passed you ?

—

A. They made no specific threats ; said that they were not afraid of any
man. Some one toward the front of the company made some remark,
and one near to me said he did not care any more for a white man than
he did for a dog, by God ! He was ready, and if they could get men to

follow them they were going to—I don't know—going to do something

—

going to have satisfaction, or something of that sort.

Q. Did they say anything about where they were going '—A. No, sir

;

that company made no remark of that kind.

Q. Did you know any of them by name ?—A. Yes, sir.
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KNEW SOME OF THE NEGROES.

Q. State as mauy as you remember now of that second company.

—

A. Wade Hampton was one of that company; Silas Baldwin was one
of that company; a man named Warner Miles was one of them ; Wil-
liam Hughes was one. I don't recollect who the others were; there
were more than that.

Q. Did they know you?—A. O, yes; they were weli acquainted with
me.

Q. Did they know to what political party you belonged ?—A. I don't
know that they did. Some of them—they knew what 1 claimed to be-
long to.

Q. Did their spite seem to be directed against the whites generally,
those especially up by Rolling Fork ?—A. Yes, sir ; it was more espe-
cially in connection with those toward Rolling Fork.
Q. Against the white people?—A. And against the white people.

Q. Those that you saw at the store, how was their animus ; was it

against the white people ?—A. Against the white people.

Q. Do you remember on what day of the week this was, Mr. Ball ?

—

A. No, sir ; I do not.

EXPRSSIONS USED BY THE NEGROES.

Q. State, as near as you can, the expressions used by these men in

either of the bodies ; what their language was.—A. The expressions of
the first party were that they were ready to lay down their lives any
time. I cannot repeat their words ; but those words were used, and that
was the effect of it : they were not afraid ; they did not care for any
white man any more ; they intended to go prepared, and take their guns,
and had no fear of the white men any further ; and that they intended
to burn every damned gin-house between there and Rolling Fork, and
kill every man there was there. That was the party that had just got
into David Hunt's quarters, and were about breaking up. Some of
them had gone into their houses, and others followed me into the store,

with the exception of one Moses Johnson, whom I met perhaps forty

rods from there, going further down the creek where he lived.

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. What did he say 1?—A. 1 asked him, merely, where he had been.
The party which went from below there, which I afterward met, were
forming as I passed them, farther down the creek. It struck me as
rather singular, and I asked them what they were doing

Q. Was Johnson with you when you first saw this second party ?

—

A. No, sir ; I saw Moses Johnson soon after this first company had
broken up. He was then on his way to his home, about one mile below
Hunt's quarter, or where this man Mickey lived.

Q. And you say that he said he had been Out hunting ?—A. He said

he had been out hunting.

Q. Did anything further pass between you and him !—A. I think not
a word.

Q. Was anything said about these boys being excited up there ?—A.
I had not yet met them ; that was a few moments before I got to Hunt's
quarter, where I afterward saw these men who followed me into the
store,

WHAT THE NEGROES SAID THEY WERE GOING TO DO.

Q. When you came in sight of the second company, they were form-
ing?—A. No, sir; before I got to where I saw the first squad with
their guns, this first squad had then returned from some portion of the
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upper creek, as I passed this armed body of men they were at their

houses, were jast coming out. They all had their guns, and I asked,
" Boys, what are you going to do ; where are you going f One of them
replied that they were going to shoot squirrels, and another one re-

plied that they were going to a party, and another one said—the sec-

ond who replied after the first one had said that they were going to

shoot squirrels—that they would be two-legged squirrels.

Q. Was that before they had gone up ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. That was when they first formed, before going up the creek?—A.
Yes, sir.

Q. Were they sober then?—A. They appeared to be, from these re-

marks that they made as I was riding past them. I was riding slowly.

Q. State, as near as you can, all that they said in reference to their

purposes; what they were goiug to do.—A. There was only this remark
made as I passed them. Said I, "Boys, where are goirg with your
guns?-' One of them replied " We are going to hunt squirrels." Another
one says, "They will be two-legged squirrels;" and a third replied, " We
are going to a party."

ABOUT THE TIME WHEN WITNESS MET THESE NEGROES.

Q. How long after that before you saw them again, when they were
in this boisterous condition—intoxicated in part ?—A. It was the same
day, I think, because after I passed the first party I went farther up the
creek, toward Elgin and Hunt's store, and was on my return by the
other road, and it was on my return that I met them going up the creek.

Q. But when did you see this first party the second time?—A. When
they were on their way up the creek, having gone a little ways down
the creek and then taken a cut across and struck the creek farther above,
as there was a large bend.

Q. What time did you see this party of seven at the store at the time
that you spoke of one of them making some threats against you, with
a revolver; how long after you saw them forming?—A. It was probably
three-quarters of an hour after I met the first party. It might have
been more, perhaps an hour. I rode about two miles and a half, and I

don't know what hour in tbe day it was. I should judge it was some
time before twelve o'clock ; I think about ten o'clock ; I am not positive
in regard to that. I have not thought of the matter since in any way.
I just know it was that day, but I could not come anywhere near the
hour of the day, or not very well. I think it was before twelve o'clock,

though.
Q. Can you remember what day of the week it was ?—A. No, sir ; I

don't recollect a thing about the day of the week. 1 made no d?^ta or

memorandum of the matter, and hadn't thought of it since.

Q. How long was it before the killing of some five or sis negroes near
Hunt's farm?—A. I don't know how many days it was.

WITNESS HEARD ABOUT THE MURDER OF THE NEGROES.

Q. Do you recollect that occurrence ?—A. I know that from hearsay
;

I was not present at anything of the kind.

Q. Do you recollect from hearsay of that occurrence ?—A. Yes, sir

;

I heard it the next morning.
Q. Do you recollect what day of the week that was ?—A. 1 don't

recollect what day of the week it vras.

Q. You heard of it the next morning?—A. Yes, sir ; the next day^—
during the day.

Q. What negroes were killed there?—A. It was reported that Moses
Johnson and Wade Hampton and a boy named Rufus Heyward. I

never saw them, but that was the report.
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Q. At that place 1—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Well, there were some others in some other party 1—A. Yes, sir

;

I understood so.

Q. What was the distance between the two places where those negroes
were killed ?—A. Well, sir, I do not know. It was somewhere about
two or three miles. I never saw the place where they were killed ; the
place was never pointed out to me. It was somewhere in the vicinity oi'

what is called the Sixteenth Section above there, but I don't know how
near.

Q. Did you ascertain the names of those at that latter place ?—A.
I did, sir.

Q. Who were they ?—A. Noah Parker, and I think there was a boy
named Brooks. I am not positive of it, but I think that was his

name. The boy Brooks was killed, but whether he was the one killed

with Parker or not I do not recollect.

Q. Do you recollect the name of the third?—A. No, sir; I do not. I

know very little about that. I might have heard the name mentioned,
but I don't recollect it at all.

DEERT AITD CHARLES BROWN REPORTED TO BE URGING THE NEGROES
TO AR:3I.

Q. I;«row, after that, what further disturbance came to your knowledge
along the creek from among the negroes, and what course did Derry
Brown take in regard to it, as far as you know?—A. The only disturb-

ance after that took place was where I live, at Mr. Watson's plantation,
and was caused by Derry Brown and his brother, Charley Brown.

Q. Go on and state all that transpired there. Were you there your-
self?—A. Yes, sir; I was at the house. The quarter is situated about
a quarter of a mile farther south. I heard some very loud talking at
the quarter. Mr. Watson came down there and said that Derry and
Charley Brown were up in the quarter inciting the negroes to take their

arms and go against the white people and kill them ; to go to Boiling
Fork and kill them up there. I got up and started toward the quarter.

I had known Derry very well, and always liked him. He was very
well respected before that. He had been, as a usual thing, pretty quiet,

and attended to his own business ; a good, hard-working boy. I had
done considerable writing for him. He kept sometimes a number of

men hired on a place that he rented, and I used to do a great deal of
writing for him, keeping his accounts. I met him about half way be-

tween the quarter and the street, and tliere were a number of negroes
following him.

NEGROES NOT ARMED.
Q. About what number?—A. A dozen, or somewhere along there.

They were not armed, though. I don't think any of them had guns at
the time, but I think they were on their way to the house—the men
from the quarter—to see about something, I don't know what.

"WITNESS URGES DERRY BROV*"N TO KEEP QUIET.

I stopped him, and commenced talking with him. He was on horse-
back. He said there was no use talking about it, they were bound to
go to Rolling Fork to have satisfaction. Those were tlie words he used.
By the way, I think he had just returned from down the river. I

think he had but just arrived the night preceding this morning. I

said "You know nothing about this matter, Derry. No one has
molested or interfered with you at all, and will not if you keep quiet.

So far you have been respected, and people have assisted you
;
you are

getting along well, and you ought not to try to take these men up there
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to cause any further disturbance of the peace. So far iu this section

we have uot been troubled at all, and you ouglit to go home and let

tbis matter drop."

BROWN SAYS THAT IF THEY KEEP QUIET THEY WILL ALL BE KILLED.

He said, "Xo, by God; if they did that, they would all be killed."

I said to him that there had been nothing of that sort thought of, and
there was nothing to justify that apprehension at all; no threats had
been made, and no one had come into this vicinity lower than that

house ; no one had been below that ; that his property and everything
was protected, and no one had sought to interfere with it, and I would
see that they did not. He replied to that, that that was too thin.

He had been, before I saw him in the fields, trying to get the negroes
from the fields.

Prior to that time Derry Brown had been a good negro, attending to

his own business and interfering with outside matters very little, if

any; hard-working and industrious. He had been making money all

the time; and I alluded to this fact to him, and told him he ought to

let the matter alone.

BROWN GATHERS SOXE NEGROES.

He had gotten some of the men from one negro's field, and that negro
had come down to get them back. He told him that he did not wish
to have anything to do with it, and didn't want his men to ; that he
wanted them back in the field ; the}' had enough to do in the field.

Derry replied to him that every one ought to go, and them that would
not go ought to be shot.

I tried to get him to go up with a committee that was being talked

of; they had been talking of getting up a committee to go to the Point.

He said he would not go. He said that would uot pay for them that

had been killed ; nothing but blood would pay for them.
- I went down to the house then. A gentleman by the name of Parker
Ferguson rode up at that time, and tried to get him to go down and
stop his brother raising the men below.

CHARLEY BROWN GOES TO GET MEN FROM BELOW.

By Mr. McDonald :

Q. His brother Charley ?—A. Yes, vSlr. I did uot see Charley that
morning ; when we went up to meet Derry, Charley had already left,

having started from the quarter and gone right down through the
woods, as they said, to bring men from below. Ferguson had met him
on his way down, riding very rapidly and creating a great deal of noise

;

and, becoming frightened himself, rode up and tried to get his brother
to stop him from bringing these men on.

He said, " We don't want to bring the disturbance down here if we
can help it; it will ruin us all if persisted in."

WITNESS HEARS THAT CHARLES BROWN THREATENS HOI,

When ke came I left him there with Derry and went to the house.
Mrs. Watson, a lady living at the house, the proprietors wife, called me
to the window and told me that some women from the quarter had been
up and tokl her that her and Massa Lewis need not be alarmed—refer-

ring to Mr. Watson—but that they were going to take Mr. Ball; said I

had been with those armed parties, and had been carrying dispatches,
&c. I know that was the reason that they alleged for it.

Q. Did you have anything to do with those armed organizations from
above?—A. No, sir; I never had. I knew nothing of them at all about
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tbere where I lived, or down that way. There are very few white
people living where I live ; only one or two on a plantation.

Q. Did you see any more of Charley Brown after he left the quarters
there and went down the creek, as you have stated?—A. I did not see
him that morning. I don't think I have seen him since that time.

Q. "What efforts did you understand he made below there to raise the
negroes to arm themselves and attack the whites?—A. I understood he
made vigorous efforts to get them to go with him, and that he partly
succeeded; but that messengers went down, or the friends of Ferguson
had stopped them at his i)lace.

HEARS THAT CHARLES BROWN KILLED HIS HORSE BY RIDING UP AND
DOWN.

Q. Did you hear of his riding up and down the creek ?—A. Yes, sir
;

I heard that he killed his horse in the attempt to raise the negroes.

Q. In riding up and down?—A. Yes, sir; that is only report. I don't

know anything about the truth of that.

Q. During that time of excitement, when you saw these armed men,
before the killing of these negroes near Hunt's farm and above there,

how did it affect the white people who were living in that part of the
country : what apprehension did they feel ?—A. They were trying to

get away from the country, but they did not feel safe to start.

WHITES GREATLY ALARMED.

Q. What state of alarm was there among the white people living in

that part of the country on account of these demonstrations ?—A. Do
you refer to ladies as well as men ?

Q. Yes, sir; all.—A. They were very much frightened. We barricaded
our doors, and kept armed for two or three weeks; for two or three
weeks we were vigilant and watchful ; some nights we did not go to
bed at all.

Q. How many white people were living along on the creek within
that district that was affected by these disturbances ?—A. At Mr. Wat-
son's there were four at this time, three living there, including myself.
I believe there was two at Cammack jjlace, between Watson's and Hunt's,
where this boy Mickey lived. At Mr. Hunt's there was only one, I

think, Mr. Hunt, himself. Living at a store between Hunt's and
Elgin's store were two white men and a lady and her children. At
Hunt's store were two white persons.

NUMBER OF NEGROES IN THIS SECTION.

Q. About how many negroes were there from Hunt's store down to

the lower part of the county where these difficulties extended !

—

A. Do
you mean to Mr. Watson's, where I live, or including farther down,
where Charley Brown had been ?

Q. Including down where Charley Brown had been.—A. From Hunt's
store to where Charley Brown went there were about a thousand of

them, I should think; between seven hundred and a thousand.
Q. Where was the bulk of the white settlers upon the creek ?—A. It

was very thinly settled with the exception of about a mile around Boiling
Fork, and there it was comparatively thinly settled as a general thing

;

on each plantation one or two white persons, sometimes a lady and one
or two children.

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. Did these white men have their families there—the women and
children among them ?—A. Yes, sir; as a general thing.
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SEEN ARIHED ^'HITE HEN.

By Mr. McDonald :

Q. Did you see any bodies of armed white men who came down fron

Rolling Fork and above there '?—A. I sav; one company ; 1 think I saw
two detachments.

Q. Do you recollect what day they were there?—A. I do not.

Q. Do yon recollect the day of the week ?—A. I do not.

Q. How long was it after you had seen these armed bodies of negroes
that you have described ?—A. I don't know, but it was soon after.

Q. Was it while this excitement and terror were still existing?—Ai
Yes, sir ; about the time. It may have been a day or two following
that. It may have been two or three days. I think it was about that
time, or within two days, I think, of that time. It may have been the
next day; I really forget. It was about the same time and in connec-
tion with that matter.

Q. All in one transaction ?—A. Yes, sir ; it was all owing to the ex-

citement of that matter.

CHARACTER OF BOWIE FOREilAN.

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. Do you know a negro man named Bowie Foreman there?—A.
Yes, sir ; I do.

Q. What is his general character?—A. He is young. I knew him
seven or eight years ago—knew him ten years ago. He was a good boy
then, but since then he had been a constable in the connty, and got in

the habit of drinking a good deal of whisky, and had his own way
always about matters, and had got to be a very bad boy.

Q. Do you consider him a reliable witness at all ?—A. In no respect
whatever. In fact I know that he is not in any way ; I know him to

have perjured himself.

Q. If he were to give you an account of that transaction, would you
believe much of it ?—A. I have known him to swear a falsehood right
in court—a fact that we knew to be fiilse.

Q. You have been present in the court when he was examined as a
witness ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q, Would you put any reliance in his statements as a witness?—A.
No, sir ; nor would a black or white person in that country.

By Mr. McDonald :

Q. How many did you see in the last baud of negroes?—A. I don't
know exactly ; about twelve ; I think there may have been thirteen.

WITNESS INFERRED THAT THE NEGROES WERE ALL PREPARED.

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. Were you informed of the existence of other bodies to which
these bands belonged from anything that fell from the negroes them-
selves or from others ?—A. From the remarks they made they were all

prepared. I don't know anything of any other band.
Q. From the remarks made by these men, what did you infer in

regard to the preparation of others in like way ?—A. I inferred from
the remarks that were made at difterent times, by these parties at the
time—I had different interviews with those parties, not at the time I

passed them on horseback the second time, but at the time I met them
at Hunt's store—by the general talk during the day and during the next
day or so, that they were all prepared.

Q. What did you understand bv that ?—A- We became interested
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theu, aud made an investigation ; and, as near as vre could learn, they
bad been drilling, aud an organized force had been in existence for

some days previous.

Q. wiiere bad they been drilling ?—A. AH the way from Eolling

Fork to Huut-s. I don't know of any force having been drilling below
Hunt's ; I don't know of any drilling there only from what we learned
from investigating.

SATISFIED THAT THE NEGROES HAD BEEN DRILLING.

Q. The investigation disclosed the fact that there had been armed
bodies drilling for several days before that time?—A. Yes, sir; we
were satisfied of that from what we learned.

Q. You said there was an investigation made to discover the true

state of affairs !—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And what was the result of that investigation?—A. Well, sir, we
became well satisfied that this had been in operation for some few days
preceding ; that they had been holding meetings and electing and going
through the details of organization.

Q. Do you believe it was a general organization of the colored people
of that section ?—A. I do, full}-.

Q. Armed ?—A. For the purpose of arming—using arms in carrying
oat their design.

IT WAS UNDEESTOCD THAT THE NEGROES WOULD KILL THE WHITES-

Q. State what their designs were understood to be from your investi-

gation.—A. It was understood to be to kill the people in that vicinity,

up aud down, as far as Kolling Fork. The principal objective point
seemed to be Rolling Fork ; from Hunt's place to Rolling Fork, to burn
every gin-house, &c.

WELL-TO-DO NEGROES ALAR:-IED.

A few of the better-to-do colored people became very much alarmed,
and used every exertion to sto^, them. They said, " We have cotton
there ; we are more affected than the i)lanters are." They were very
much alarmed themselves.

Q. They had an interest in the crop?—A. Yes, sir.

SOME NEGROES HAD A GREATER INTEREST IN THE CROPS THAN THE
WHITES.

Q. Were not many of them renting land and cropping?—A. Yes, sir,

a good many of them had an interest in the crop, and a good many had
their cotton in the gin-houses. Some of the colored people really had a
great deal more interest in the gin-houses than the white people.

WAS THIS A CONSPIRACY?

Q. Was this understood by the people of that vicinity to be a con-
spiracy ?

CHAIRMAN OBJECTS TO THE NATURE OF THE QUESTIONS.
The Chairman. I want to make an observation, and want to do it

with the utmost kindness. I think in the examination of this witness,
as well as some others, the questions you have asked have contained,
very frequently, the substance of the answer vrhich was apparently
sought by the question.

MR. BAYARD REPLIES.

Mr. Bay"ARD. I would have proposed in the origin of this investiga-
tion to treat the people of this State as 1 would an^^ other persons under
a charge—the white people of the State, against whom this committee
and this investigation has been directed. I would have had nothins
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stated here in regard to them or their rights which would not have
been admitted in a court of justice ; but it has been the decision and
the course of the controlling majority of the committee to pass into a
different system of examination, and I only say that I have followed

them as a matter of necessity into that, which I believe to be an error

and an injustice; but, nevertheless, it has been inevitable that if the

one side of this long story of the condition of Mississippi was to be
examined by hearsay testimony, there must be more or less of it in the

other.

I quite agree that this thing—asking for impressions, asking for in-

formation which a man has derived from others—is irregular, but it is

only a part of a system by which a way has been oi^ened for us, and I

know no other way of completing the transaction than by following in

the same path. I do not disagree with you at all in regard to the nec-

essary results of violating those rules of evidence which courts of justice

have laid down for us long ago for the elucidation of truth ; I have no
doubt about that, and I agree with you about that ; but I do say, with
all due respect, that we are simply imitating you in the errors that you
have given to us ; that is all.

The Chairman. What I was directing myself to was not so much to

the subject of taking hearsay testimony as to the particular character
of the questions.

Mr. Bayard. So far from objecting to any suggestion that you may
choose to make, I would prefer your making it. The business is not a
pleasant one, at any rate. We do not agree, I can see very plainly, in

our views, but I don't in the least object to your speaking at anj' time if

you think a question is improper. I would like it to be conducted upon
something very far from personal objection, and I don't take it the least

hard that you should tell me whenever you think I am traveling away
from what is just or fair or right. I am not conscious of meaning any-
thing else, and if you can help me to keep in that I would rather take it as

a favor than otherwise.

The Chairman. I thought the last question in regard to the conspir-

acy suggested pretty largely to the witness the cliaracter of the answer

;

but I will not make any point about it.

Mr. Bayard. This is the idea: other witnesses that were called here
have stated that there was this arrangement, combination, or confedera-

tion of the colored men for hostile purposes in that vicinity, which put the

white people in great terror.

The Chairman. Yes, sir ; that has been stated ; that is the ground
taken by them.
Mr. Bayard. That is the point. Xow, this witness is a citizen of that

vicinity, and he stated that after these things had occurred they made
some investigations among themselves, and they became convinced that

there was a general combination of the blacks against the whites, and
I wanted to know from him his knowledge of that, what was the im-

pression made there in the minds of the white people, growing out of

this thing.

WITNESS JUSTIFIES HIS CONDUCT.

Q. [To the witness.] Anything you can state about that, now, sir, I

would be obliged to you.—A. I would like to make a remark, as far as

I am concerned individually : I said I was a republican. My father was
from Massachusetts and I was born in Illinois, but while attending school

in Wisconsin I joined a Wisconsin regiment and was in it from the be-

ginning to the end of the war, and should the same circumstances occur
again 1 would pursue precisely the same course as I did then.
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The republican party ougbt not to be judged by the action of the
negroes in this vicinity in this particular instance. We don't have much
means of judging what parties are doing now; our country is so far

away from the other section of the country where the republican party
is in the ascendency that I do not judge the action of that party by the
actions of the negroes in my vicinity.

I know I felt during these disturbances in so much danger that I

staid away from home the nights following these threats against my
life. I did not feel at liberty to return back again.

I do not wish to be understood as a man that has gone back on his

principles at all.

THE EXCITEMENT HAD NO CONNECTION WITH POLITICS.

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. Had this whole occurrence—the excitement—any connection with
the party politics of the country "?—A. I think not at all.

Q. Did you so regard it f—A. No, sir ; not as a political matter ; it

was between the whites and the blacks. I don't know whether it had
relation particularly to politics, though that may have had something
to do with it; but they certainly, in my mind, had combined to kill out
the white people, and made threats against us so that I felt in danger of
my life; and others did, too.

ACTION OF THE WHITES DEFENSIVE.

Q. Do you regard the action of the whites there as being defensive ?

—A. Entirely so. If they hadn't done what they did I don't believe
one of them would have been alive to-day, unless by an accident. The
excitement was so great that, I think, in two or three days the feeling

would have culminated in the death of the white people in the vicinity

—

women and children as well as men. Had it been possible for us to have
moved the ladies and children away from that section we would have
done so ; but we felt that we were in great danger in attempting it ; and
they staid in-doors, and we prote'cted them the best way that we could
by barricading the doors at night and watching in the day-time ; but if

it had been possible for us to have got them out of the country it would
have been done.

GIN-HOUSES EASILY BURNED.

Q. Was there any means of protecting the gin-houses where your
crops were ?—A. None that would have been practicable under the cir-

cumstances.
Q. Would not the conflagration of a gin-house have necessarily been

complete from a single match ?—A. Yes, sir; it would have been almost
impossible to extinguish it. I never heard of a gin-house being saved
where there was cotton in it, and most of them at that time were pretty
full of cotton.

CROSS-EXAMINATION.

By the Chairman :

Q. Did you go to Eolling Fork after you left these two squads of men,
one of seven and the other of twelve or thirteen, before the killing oc-

curred ?—A. I think not, sir.

POLITICS OF WITNESS.

Q. With which party have you acted politically since you have been
in this State ?—A. Up to within two or three years I have acted with
the republican party, and as far as State officers and United States offi-

cers are concerned, I still act with them. In the local ofiBces there has

48 MISS
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been no choice, becausejthe negroes have held all oar offices without ex-

ception.

Q. The negroes constitute a very large majority of the population at

the Creek and at Kolling Fork, and in that county around there ?—A.
Yes, sir.

TEN TIMES AS MANY NEGROES AS WHITES.

Q. Were there twice as many negroes as whites "?—A. Yes, sir ; I sup-

pose more than ten times as many. 1 have seen the number ot votes

polled, but I don't recollect.

NEGROES GENERALLY ARIVIED IN SOME WAY.

Q. To what extent do you suppose the negroes had arms, either shot-

guns or pistols!—A. Most every one of them was armed in some way.

It seemed to be a passion with them to possess a shot-gun or musket.

Q. As a general thing the arms were not of the late and approved
patterns, were they ?—A. No, sir.

Q. Generally those which had been rejected by the Army or by other

persons "1—A. They were mostly double-barreled shot-guns.

Q. But not fresh ones, were they ?—A. A good many had new ones

;

they were buying them every year, more or less.

Q. Were they breech-loaders, carrying fixed ammunition ?—A. !N^o,

sir.

Q; Generally muzzle-loaders ?—A. Muzzle-loaders.

Q. If there had really been a purpose on the part of the negroes in

this neighborhood to have destroyed the white people, they could have
carried it out?—A. I think they could.

Q. They were so numerous that they could have overthrown them ?

—

A. 1 think so, sir. There are on our plantation two or three whites and
about a hundred negroes ; on Mr. Hunt's plantation about the same

;

and on two other plantations there are about the same; and between
there and Rolling Fork there are a great many smaller plantations, and
the proportion of negroes there is not quite so large, because on each

plantation there are generally two or three white persons.

Q. The seven men that you saw that day, as I understand, had been

toward Kolling Fork, at least as far as Elgin's store, and were then re-

turning i—A. That is what I understood.

Q. Now, how about the other band ; had they been there or were

they getting ready to go ?—A. O, I first saw the seven on my way to

Hunt's. At a place below me a portion of them were forming, and after

they formed they went, I believe, still farther below, and then took a

straight cut across toward Elgin and Hunt's store.

Q. Do you speak of the seven or the twelve now?—A. Of the twelve.

Q. Did you see them after they returned from up the creek ?—A. No,

sir.

Q. Is it within your knowledge, or within information that you put

contidence in, that they did not go toward Kolling Fork much beyond

Elgiu's, and whether they stopped there ?—A. It is not within my knowl-

edge positively how far they went after I passed them ; that is, whether

they went past the store or not.

Q. Is it generally understood that they did not goto Rolling Fork?—
A. I don't think that they went there.

THE FIRST PARTY SETTLED THE DIFFICULTY AT ELGIN'S PEACEABLY.

Q. Is it not also understood that at Elgin's they met Elgin and young
Hunt, and they took a drink, as they say, all around, and settled up all

their difficulties—all the difficulties that were personal with Elgin and
young Hunt :'—A. I understood that was done with the first party be
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fore tbey returned—the seven that I saw ; but this second party, I

understood, had been promised by the first party who returned to go
back to Elgin's and Hunt's, and they had expected to form a junction
near Elgin and Hunt's store with the party that first formed, and go up
together.

Q. As a matter of fact, there was no such plan carried out, though ?

—

A. No, sir ; because the other party from Hunt's did not go back as I

know of.

Q. Do you know Mr. Elgin ?—A. I do, sir.

Q. Is he a man who indulges in the use of liquor sometimes ?—A. I

believe he is.

Q. He would be very likely to enjoy a social drink with these i)eople,

and settle his differences in that way, if he had any "?—A. I don't know
but I might answer in the affirmative to thatj but he is a man pretty
aristocratic in his notions. He may have given these men something
to drink there, as they Were generally pretty friendly, I believe ; the
negroes all liked him, and he did them, preceding these events that
occurred at that time.

Q. Do you know Mr. Hunt, the owner of the plantation there ?—A. I

do, sir.

Q. Do you know whether Mr. Hunt shared in the apprehension
which you and the others entertained in regard to the negroes ?—A.
Yes, sir ; he did. I know he did, because I was at his house at the
time.

SAW TWO COMPANIES OF ARMED WHITE MEN.

By Mr. McMillan :

Q. You saw two companies of white men that came down from the
Point "?—A. I did ; I saw two detachments there.

Q. They were all armed white men, were they ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. You did not see the others that came down as part of the expedi-
tion there "?—A. If there were others besides these two detachments I did
not see them.

Q. You said you did not see others
;
you saw two detachments

only ?—A. I saw two detachments that crossed the bridge at the house
near where I live. I think I saw them both there. I was right by
when they came up ; but they did not speak to me, and I did not to

them.

FIVE NEGEOES MURDERED THAT NIGHT.

Q. There were six negroes killed there that night ?—A. Five, I be-

lieve, that night ; three killed at that place and two above there. I don't

recollect of but five being killed that night. There was another one
killed, but I don't think he was killed that night. That is my impres-
sion.

NEGROES HAD FAMILIES.

Q. Were they negroes that had families ?—A. Yes ~'"

Q. They had wives and children there *?—A. Yes, t
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W. W. CHISOLM—KEMPER COUNTY.
HOW THE CANVASS WAS CONDUCTED.

Jackson, Miss., June 23, 1876.

W. W. Chisolm sworn and examined.

PERSONAL STATEMENT.

By the Chairman :

Q. Where do you reside ?—A. 1 live in Kemper County, at De Kalb,

the county-seat.

Q. How long have you lived there !—A. I have lived in De Kalb
about six or seven years ; I have lived in the county about twenty-four

years.

Q. Of what part of the country are you a native !—A. 1 was born in

Walton County, Georgia.

Q. Did you take any part in the late war ?—A. Yes, sir ; as a citizen

I did ; I was in favor of the South.

Q. Y^ou were not in the army !—A. No, sir ; I held office under the

confederacy, but I was not in the army.

LARGE BUSINESS INTERESTS.
||

Q. What is your business or occupation ?—A. I am a licensed law-

yer ; I have held an office nearly ever since I have been of age, of some
sort or other. I practice law, and I am a farmer, sir. T do considerable

farming, and then I am runniug a considerable mercantile business,

more for the purpose of furnishing those whom I have on my place than
anything else.

Q. How are your business operations as compared with those of your
neighbors, large or not ?—A. Yes, sir; I suppose I do considerable more
business than any man in the county just now.

WITNESS TAKES PART IN THE CANVASS.

Q. Did you take part in the political canvass of last year ?—A. Yes,
sir, in my county ; I didn't go out of my county at all last year—yes,

1 did make one speech in Macon County last year. I was invited to

several places, but didn't make but one speech out of my county last

year at all.

WITNESS WARNED AND THREATENED.

Q. The object of this committee is to ascertain how the canvass was
conducted, especially with reference to whether there were any acts of

intimidation ; and the committee would like to have you state fully, in

your own way, what occurred under your own observation in Kemper
County.—A. The canvass in that county was, I thought, very warm,
and tiiere was a good deal of excitement attending my meetings. I

don't know anything about the meetings of the opposite party except

what was in my own town. I attended one or two of those.

The canvass opened in the county at Black water, so far as the republi-

can party was concerned. I made an appointment to make a speech at

Blackwater, and Judge Bell, a candidate for the legislature, asked me
to divide time with him. I told him I would, of course. There were
some colored men came to me in a few days and told me that I had better

rot go to Blackwater ; that they swore that 1 should not speak there.

Old Bill Bailor, a prominent colored man, came to me and told me that if

I went to Blackwater I would not be apt to come back home ; that the

Key boys and the Hudnalls, and the Hodges, and McClelland and D.

V. McWhorton down to Blackwater, said that I should not make a
speech there—such a speech as I had been accustomed to make.
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I saw Judge Bell a few days after/ that, and says I, " Judge, 1 don't

want any trouble, you know. In the first place, 1 am not able to light a
regiment of men, and if there was going to be any speaking down there

I wanted just to take my own course in this thing. I am perfectly willing

to divide time with you, but I don't want to go down there and have
any trouble with these men." He said that he thought it was a mistake,
and he would try to control that thing.

EX-CONFEDERATE REPUBLICANS GO WITH WITNESS TO THE MEET
INa.

I got several of my friends, white republicans, fifteen or twenty, all

southern men, and most of them confederate soldiers, some of them the
first men that ever left the county and went into the army, to go with
me to Blackwater. We met a large crowd of white men and some
freedmen there; and Judge Bell made a speech, and I replied to him.

HOW A FIGHT WAS TO BE STARTED.

In my speech there was a good many questions asked me. I had been
notified previously how a fight was to be started by questioning me

;

and old man Dorset White was to ask me some questions, and they
thought I would fire up and say something very severe to him, and then
they would open ou me. When he asked me some questions I replied

to him that Judge Bell and me were making the canvass, and that I

didn't think I ought to be interrupted ; and Judge Bell told him to stop.

At the same time Mr. Hudnall started to get up, and Captain Kush, who
was captain of a company from my county, who was a particular friend
of his, got hold of him and pulled him down ; and Captain Rush after-

ward told me that he said that he was going to get up and go for me.

THE FIGHT AVOIDED
As soon as I got through my speech Bell rejoined for a quarter of an

hour, and when I got up to reply to him they commenced asking questions
again. I was to have a ten-minutes' rejoinder, and I didn't get through
with the ten minutes. I told them that I had said as much as I cared
to, I believed, and I called my crowd. I told them that I didn't propose
to bandy words with them. I says, " I have got through with my speech,
and I am going to my buggy." And I, with six or eight of my friends,

walked up to my buggy ; but they didn't interfere with me at all. There
was no interference, except they seemed to want to get up a general
talk, and see what it would amount to.

GUNS IN THE BUSHES.
' I learned from other parties that they had a good many guns down
there in the bushes, but that I don't know anything about. After that
I had no more discussions with them at all—no more joint discussions.

ARMED DEMOCRATS COME TO ALL OF HIS MEETINGS
Q. Did you have any meetings ?—A. I made a canvass of the county.

At nearly all of my meetings they would come, from five to ten, some-
times fifteen or twenty, armed men with double-barrel shot-guns, rifles,

and one thing or another from different directions 5 and they would say
to each other that maybe they might kill a buck that day, and they
would take their guns along. I made my speeches, however.

AT SOME PLACES NO NEGROES TURNED OUT—WANTED A STRAIGHT-
OUT WHITE man's fight.

I spoke at every point that I was to speak at in the county. At
some places there were no colored men turned out. They told me that
they had heard so much talk in the neighborhood that there would be
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some trouble, that they were afraid. My speeches to the colored men
all the time was that 1 thought there would be no trouble ; but, if there
was, to just let me and what few white men there was along with me
and the white democrats fight it out 5 that it should be a straight-out

white man's fight. I didn't want them to have anything to do with the
fightiog; that if there was any fighting to do, what few white men went
with me would fight ; that we didu't want them to have anything to do
with the fighting.

WARNED NOT TO OO TO SCOOBA.

Q. Was there any particular disturbance at any of your meetings !

—

A. There was not, except on the last day that I spoke at Scooba, on Sat-
urday before the election on Monday. On that day after I had left

De Kalb and was about a mile from town, I was stopped by a young man
named Halford, I think they called him Julius, but I am not positive
now ; his father was a candidate for representative on the republican
ticket, and his name is Moses J. Halford. This young man, his son, met
me and threw up his hand, and hollered for me to halt ; he rode up to
me—and Mr. Hopper, I believe, was in the buggy with me ; I am not
positive as to that, but I know there was some one with me—he rode
up and said his father had started him that night to meet me ; that he
had heard I was coming to Scooba and that I never could get there

;

that I would be killed before I got there. I told him that I hated to

turn back after I had started, as I usually went where I started to.

HOW WITNESS WAS TO BE MURDERED.
There was four or five men with me, and they rode up and asked what

was the matter, and we consulted about the matter, and I asked them
to ride ahead of my buggy. I asked the young man how they were
going to kill me, and he said Mr. Poole, one of the men in the demo-
cratic club near Scooba, said that they were to be hunting right on the
road; that Poole came to his father's house at midnight, and said that
they were going to be hunting that day on the road, and that they were
going to kill me ; that they were going to pretend to be deer-hunting.
He belonged to the democratic club, liut came and told Holford that
night, so this young man told me.

\YITNESS A LITTLE EXCITED.

I sent these men ahead of me, and I drove on down about six miles
from Scooba, and Mr. James West, who belonged to the democratic club,

came walking, as 1 thought, sort of out of the woods. I got out of my
buggy and took my pistol in my hand. Says he, " Judge, what is the
matter ? Are you going to shoot me '?" I said, " Xo, sir ; I have no in-

tention of shooting you. I am a little excited though, Jim."
Says he, "I came down here to see you, but for God's sake don't let

anybody know I have been here. But if you are determined to go to

Scooba, you must stay there all niglit and not come back to-night."

I said, " Jim, tell me the truth about this matter." He said, " I have
told you enough now, I suppose, to get myself in trouble. I don't want
to say anything about this. I am your personal friend, and I am satis-

fied that almost all the people in the county are your personal friends."

Then I told what Halford had told me, and he"^ said that he thought
that by having the men riding on before me that we would pass by all

right, but if I would go on to Scooba he told me not to go back from
there that night. I kept my horses geared up and ready to go back,
though I didu't intend to go back, but 1 held out that I w.is going.
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ARIMED WHITES LEAVE SCOOBA FOR DE KALB.

The negroes told me that a crowd of men had gone off from Scooba
with guns in the direction of De Kalb, leaving that day about twelve
o'clock.

THE BEST POLICY FOR SOUTHERN PEOPLE.

I don't know whether that was correct or not, but at Scooba there
was considerable excitement that day, aud there was a man from Clark
County there—I think his name was Carter. I was introduced to

him that morning, and I think he was drinking right smart. He told

me that he was sorry that a southern man with the brains, and the sense,

and the general inteUigence that I had, would be going against his

country, and his kindred, and his friends ; that he thought that it was
bad enough for the damned infernal northern Yankees to be trying to

destroy the South, without southern men doing it.

I told him that I was conscientious in all I did ; that I thought after I

got whipped, that I was whipped, and that I believe the best policy for the
southern people was to do what the Constitution of the United States
said—give every man an equal and a fair showing to exercise his rights

freely and voluntarily, and consequently I was a republican ; but, I re-

marked to him, " the damned carpet-baggers, I have no particular love for

them," got no particular use for them ; but there was no carpet-baggers in

my crowd ; it was all southern men, and my friends were nearly all of
them gallant confederate soldiers, and I told him that I supposed that
my family had as good a record, as far as the war was concerned, as he or
any other man in Kemper County ; while I didn't go myself, that they
had made honorable soldiers, and filled honorable graves upon battle-

fields.

1 made my speech that day under some excitement ; there was a good
deal of excitement.

CONFERENCE HELD WITH LEADING DEMOCRATS.
I will state that Mr. Duke, another gentleman at Scooba, told me

that the excitement was caused by some gentlemen coming from Jack-
son, down there, who claimed to be United States marshals. I don't

know as to that. I told Mr. Duke that I didn't know that they was
United States marshals. I knew one of them had been a United States
marshal, but I didn't know whether he was now or not. I hadn't sent for

him ; they said that they came there with Senator Gilmer a night or
two before that. I told him that I supposed that they had a right as
citizens to be there.

I went up to see Mr. Woods—H. Woods, jr.—a leading man and a very
quiet man. I asked him if there could not be some arrangement made
whereby there could be some assurance of a fair election. Said I, "This
looks terrible to me, the way things are going on here." Says I, " There
is a great deal of excitement here to-day and what is the cause?" He
said he didn't know ; and he remarked that he supposed that those men
coming over from Jackson caused some excitement.

Said I, " Hab, I want to make some arrangement, if I can, to have a
fair election; there ain't no use talking about holding an election with-
out you let us have an election." He said that God knew in his heart
that he wanted a fair election and no trouble.

He said one difficulty might be avoided if we would agree not to let

twenty negroes vote that they knew to be under age; that perhaps that
would quiet them, and he said he would go over and get Mr. Duke and
Mr. Miller Jones, old citizens there, and bring them over to talk the
thing over in his office. They came, and I agreed with JMr. Duke and



760 MISSISSIPPI ELECTION KEMPER COUNTY.

Mr. Miller Jones that these men should not vote ; that I would ask them
as a special favor not to vote, if that would quiet the thing.

Mr. Duke said then that that would quiet them, ijroviding we didn't

iuterfere with the negroes and make them vote the radical ticket.

DEMOCRATS EEFUSE TO LET NEGROES VOTE AS THEY PLEASE.

I said, "Duke, by God, I am a free American citizen, and I have as

much right here as you have, I have as much interest in this county as

you have in the county. I will make a proposition to you. I propose
now that we let all hands do their own voting, and for the white men in

the county to have nothing to do with it. Just let them get their tick-

ets, and let them vote as they damned pleased."

He says, "We won't do that." I says, "Well, when I meet my friends

I intend to talk to them, and try and get them to vote the republican
ticket, if any of them talk of voting the democratic ticket."

He said that if we should interfere with them, and should attempt to

do that, there would be a fuss on election-day. I said, " I don't know
what will be the result, but I intend to do it."

I said, " I understand there is to be an army of Alabamians over
here ;" and they said that they didn't know anything about that, if there
was.

MAKES HIS BITTEREST SPEECH.

I made my speech, though under strong excitement. I expect I made
the bitterest speech that day that 1 made during the canvass ; but I

know that I didn't advise the negroes to anything except peace, because
I told them all the time that they could not fight ; there was no use
talking about their fighting ; if they had to fight to vote, by the Eternal

!

they could not vote. But in my speech that day I told them every one
to go to the polls and not be blulied o&; that I thought perhaps they
were playiug a bluff game, and to go and vote and go right off" imme-
diately.

Doctor Gilmer made a speech that day. He was senator at that time
from that district. He stated to theoi that he would be there to give
them their tickets, and that they intended to have a fair election.

EXCITEMENT AT DE KALE.

1 went home on Sunday morning; I suppose I got home about 1-

clock. When I got home, the chaucery clerk, Mr. Poole, and the cir-

cuit clerk, Mr. Rush, came up to my house and told me that they thought
there was a right smart of excitement up town ; that Welch and Watts
and Allen and John GuUey were in town, and they seemed to be excited

about something, and they were walking over the town, and going
around the court-liouse, and walking about a great deal, and they didn't

know what it meant. I told them that I didn't suppose it meant any-

thing particular.

A brother of mine was there from the western end of the county, and
he told me that things looked very bad at his end of the county ; that

things didn't look like as though they were going to have much chance
there. I told him to go back and do the best he could, but to have no
difiiculty: that they were not able to make a fight with those people
down there; that they would outnumber them.

I remained at home; I didn't go to town until very late that evening.

1 went to my law-office, and several gentlemen came in there, and 1 talked

with them, I suppose, until about dark, when I went home.

THINGS LOOKED VERY BAD INDEED.

1 thought things looked very bad indeed, from everything I could hear
from every part of the county; and the next morning I went down town, I
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suppose, at about half au hour by the sun—I went to mail some letters

—

and I was met by Mr. Charles McCrary, and he asked if I was going to

be at home that day. I told him that I was. He said he heard that I

was going to make a speech that day. I said, " I have not heard of it,

Charley." I said I supposed that everybody would be gone from home
to the big democratic barbecue out at Moscow. He said he don't know
about that.

AEilED DEMOCRATS GATHER IN DE EA.LB.

1 went home and eat my breakfast about 7 or 8 o'clock, I suppose. I

saw quite a good many men in town. When I got back from breakfast

I saw several men fi-om a good distance in the country coming in town.
I began to inquire what the devil was on foot ; did they think to-day

was the election ; and Squire Allen and Watts and two or three other

persons there told me that they had got a telegram from Mr. Duke at

Scooba the night before that the negroes were in arms ;
had got arms

from Jackson ; that there had been runners out all that night to get

the people armed for a fight. Says I, "Yes, sir; 1 understand the
thing, of course."

Phil.—P. H. Gulley came into town pretty soon with some of his

sons and some of the young Halfords, bringing guns with them.
Philip had no gun, but some of his boys had got guns. They
seemed to be coming in all around. I sent over for Phil. Gulley ; me
and John Gulley have not spoken for several years ; but me and Phil.

Gulley was on very good terms, so far as personal friendship is con-

cerned. They are both prominent democrats in the county.

WHY THE DEMOCRATS ARMED.
I sent for Phil., and I asked him what in hell and damnation all these

things meant ; and he told me that it meant this : That Allen and Watts
and Welch had sent runners all over the county, and that the people were
all armed and coming to De Kalb for the purpose of going on to Scooba,
as he understood it, from a telegram that James H. Duke had sent up
there. I told him that it was very strange, indeed ; that 1 could not
imagine what the devil all this thing meant.

I said, " I see you are not going to permit us to hold a fair election."

He said he hoped it would be a fair election. I said, " It is utterly im-

possible to hold one the way the thing is going on ; it is impossible, under
the state of things now, to have a fair election."

Said he, " Judge, the thing ain't like I want it, but I believe I can aid

a good deal in keeping everything quiet, and if you say so I will come
here to assist you to-morrow in keeping things quiet." I said, "1 wish
you would. I don't understand this thing ; it is not suiting me at all."

DUKE DENIES SENDING THE DISPATCH.

I sent for Allen and Watts to come over to my office at the court-

house ; and they said the people were coming in under that order from
Duke, and that they had sent to Duke, and he said that it was a mis-

take; that he hadn't sent any telegram, and that they didn't need any
help at Scooba at all ; and he said he supposed the people would all go
back.

I said to him, " I wish you would get them to go back; this ain't the
way to do business. You claim that you want us to have a fair election,

and the whole town parading the streets in arms, and men coming in

every few minutes with arms, and at every fork of the road there are

men stationed with guns." I said, " This is damnable, Watts."
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ALL SCOOBA IN ARMS.

A gentleman named J. M. Eoberfcs went from my town that morn-
ing. I sent my son, a boy about fifteen, to Scooba that morning for

a gentleman that was to meet him at Meridian to come out to my
house. He went to Scooba, and the man was not there, and he got
excited about the crowd, and came back home. Mr. Roberts came back
with him under great excitement, aud told me that all Scooba was in

arms ; that the whole country was in arms down there, and that they
had killed or run Senator Gilmer off, they didn't know which.

niPOSSIBLE FOR AN ELECTION TO^ BE HELD AT SCOOBA.

I got a note written hj a man named T. H. Orr, down there stating
that it would be impossible for an election to be held at Scooba; that
the whole country was in arras, and that the negroes, he reckoned,
would all run off.

I sent for Mr. James H. Brittain, and some others, and told them, says
I, " Gentlemen, you can take the election." Tliat was about 4 o'clock

Monday evening, I suppose—I am a little ahead of my story ; I will go
back a little.

MEN WITH ARMS STACKED LIKE SOLDIERS—GOING TO HATE A FAIR
ELECTION.

About 2 o'clock that day, Mr. Lee, the president of the board of reg-

istrars of that county, came in from the western part of that county,
where he lives, and came over to the court-house aud seemed to be con-
siderably excited.

He said, " Judge, I am surprised to see you here." I says, " By
God! I am here yet; but things don't look very well, Jack." He
says, "What are you going to do ?" I says, " Let us try and hold the
election if we possibly can, some way or another. I don't know whether
we will be able to have any election or not."

He says, "There areone hundred and fifty or two hundred men,itlooks
to me like, right down here, a quarter or a half mile at the cross-roads.

They are all stationed down there just like soldiers, with their guns
stacked up. They stopped me and told me that they were not going to
trouble me; for me to go on; they were just going to have a fair elec-

tion, that is all ; that they were intending to see that the election was a
fair election ; and that Chisolm had been carrying things high-handed
there long enough, and that they intended to see that the election was
fair."

Mr. Lee remarked to me, " We cannot hold any election." Says I,

" Let us try anyhow ; let us see ; let us wait a while longer and see."

Well, after a while, some one told me that Gilmer had got to my
house, which was 250 or 300 yards from the court-house, I suppose.

"YOU CAN TAKE THE ELECTION ANYHOW."
Just as I got this note from this man at Scooba, stating what he

thought about the election there, I went over aud told him—says I,

" Mr. Brittain, you all promised this morning that these men should
leave town after you found ont there was no trouble at Scooba. I have
got a letter from there stating that the whole country is in arms at

Scooba, and that there is a regiment of Alabama men over there." Says
I, "You can take the election anyhow, and run it just as you damned
please." Says I, "Gentlemen, if t'iis is an election I am sure that I never
knew what an election was before. Here 1 am with ten men, and here
is three hundred or five hundred men in town with five hundred guns,
perhaps, and I have got a pistol."
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"I WILL FIGHT ANY TEN OF YOU."

Says I, " Damn you, if any ten of you will be satisfied I will fight

any ten of you, if you will only let me have a fair election."

He says, "We don't want to have a fight." I saj^s, " 1 know that
damned well

;
you don't want to fight, but you don't intend to let us hold

an election."

He says, " We are going to have a fair election ; but the damned
niggers have ruled this county just as long as we intend to let them."

Says 1, " God damned if I ain't as white as any of you, anyhow."
He says, " You run with a damned black crowd."
I says, " ii^otwithstauding that, my character is as white as yours;

and I am sure that I stand as fairly with the community as you do."

At that time there were coming around the corner about fifteen or

twenty men with their guus, looking down the street in the direction of

where I was ; and my deputy sheriff, Mr. Eosenbaum, says, " For God's
sake, go home 5 don't stay here any longer."

AFTER GLL3IER'S SCALP.

About that time Mr. Hobart came and said that Gilmer was at my
house; and I went on, and Gilmer met me and seemed to be very much
excited and fatigued, and said that he had had a terrible time in getting
over there ; he had walked most of the way, and the road was picketed
all along, and he paid some one $50 to pilot him through where they
were picketed. At some place he said he had struck a democrat and he
told him that they were after his scalp, and he gave him $50 to pilot him
through. A man by the name of Sellers was the man that he paid the
150 to.

TOLD THEM TO TAKE THE ELECTION AND RUN IT.

I then told Dr. Fox—E. Fox—who came up to my house, that they
could take the election and run it as they damned pleased ; that I had.

fought for the equal rights of all men without interfering with any man's
rights in the world, and had tried to be a good citizen. He said, well,

nobody had anything against me at all; it was my politics; said I, "My
politics are my own, and I have a good right to them ; but I am done as
far as I am concerned. In the first place," I says, " you know you
won't let me hold an election; the crowd has come in here for the purpose
of killing me if I attempt to hold an election."

Says I, " Probably you would rather I would not take any part in the
election rather than kill me ; but you are determined to kill me if I do it,

and I will not be a party to a fraud or anything of that sort, and I won't
have anything to do with the election."

REGISTRAR'S BOOKS TURNED OVER TO THE DEMOCRATS.
I said I would give up the books—he said that they hadn't got a book in

the world. He asked me then where Lee was. I told him that he was mak-
ing his way home as fast as he could—that was the president of the board
of registrars. I said, " He has the control of the books. He ordered the
books locked up in the safe of my office, and you had better get permission
from him, and I will turn all the books over to you." He got on his horse
and went after Lee, and came back and reported to me that Lee said to

turn the books over to them ; and I sent Mr. Eosenbaum dowu there, and
he turned over all the books to them.

THE NEGROES ASK WITNESS TO LEAVE HOME.
About sundown, I suppose it was, there came a crowd to my house-

Mr. Eosenbaum and Mr. Hobart and Mr. Poole was up at my house—and
there came a crowd of negroes up there and asked me to leave home, and
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said that they knew tliat they were intending to kill me if I didn't do it.

I had my donbts abont that, but my friends who were with me there
urged me to leave home. I don't think that they would have killed me
if I had staid there -, I didn't think they would come to my house after
me ; that is my honest opinion about it. There was a very large crowd
in town, however, and some of them I was fearful was getting drunk, from
the demoniacal sounds that they made, hollering, hooting, and dancing
like wild men up and down the streets. I went to Mr. Hobart's house,
I suppose half a mile from my place, and we went from there down be-
low his house in the woods and staid there until about 11 o'clock that
night, and then came back up to his house and slept.

The next day there came such terrible tales to us about this regiment
of Alabama men being there, and I knew that if they were there they
were after me, because me and them had had some personal difficulty
about a killing that Gilmer had been in—the killing of a young man by
the name of Dawson at Scooba, the night before tl^t. I was sherilf of
the county, and they wanted me to deliver Gilmer up to the mob, and I
refused to do it, and they got very much enraged at me about it.

WHY WITNESS SHOT DILLARD.
Judge Dillard wrote some very severe articles about me, and I replied

to them through the papers. I had never seen the man in my life, and
when we met in Meridian there was an introduction then by Judge
Love, an old friend of mine and a friend of Dillard's, and Dillard com-
menced abusing me, and me and him had a fight, and I shot him.

STAYS IN THE WOODS THAT NIGHT.
When they told me that, I tried to keep out of the way, of course,

if they were there. I was not really afraid of the people in my own
county, for I had quit and turned over the election to them ; but after
they told me that these Alabama men were there I was alarmed, and
I kept in the woods that day, staid in the woods that night, and the
next morning I caine home.

" I'LL BE DAMNED IF I'LL HIDE ANY LONGER.'"'

I told the crowd there, " I will be damned if I hide any longer ; I am
going home ; I am going home anyhow, let the consequences be as they
may." I swore I was not going to be a runaway any longer.

After dinner I went to the court-house. There were a good many
men in town, and they all treated me very cleverly. They had held
their election. There were very few votes i)olled, as I understood.

ONLY THREE REPUBLICAN VOTES POLLED.

By the Chairman :

Q, Do you mean very few votes polled in the aggregate, or very few
polled on the republican side ?—A. There was none on the republican
side, I think, sir ; or very few. I suppose there was a tolerably full

democratic vote. There were three republican votes polled, I think. I

"was told that they were polled, but I don't know whether that was so

or not.

Q. Were you a candidate ?—A. I was a candidate for sheriff, and was
the sheriff at the time.

Q. How is Kemper County in respect to the number of white and
colored men who are voters ?—A. They are about equal. I believe in

the registration before the last registration the whites were a few votes
ahead.
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PROPORTION OF WHITE REPUBLICANS.

Q. Of the white people what^proportion are republicans?—A. We have
always claimed that we had about 150 or 200 white republicans iu the

county.
Q. And the white voting population is how large ?—A. The white

voting population is about 1,300 or 1,400.

Q. You have about one in nine or ten?—A. Yes, sir; we claimed
that we had that, and the vote of the county would generally show
that, from the fact that the county would gejierally go from 200 to 300
republican, and it was about equal in numbers, supposing all the

negroes to vote the republican ticket, which of course they didu'^t.

There was always a few that didn't. We always claimed, although,
that we had 150 or 175 white republicans iu the county.

NO SHOWING FOR REPUBLICANS TO VOTE.

Q. What information did you have from other parts of the county as

to the election ?—A. Well, sir, at McLindon [?] box, several men, old Mr.
McGlone and old John A. McDade, both strong democrats, told me that

they went down there and they never saw anything to equal it in their lives

;

that the whole place was in a stir, and guns and excitement, and they
said they saw there could be no showing for them to vote for whom they
wanted to. They said they intended to vote for me ; that I had fed

them when anybody else would not do it.

Q. They were democrats?—A. Yes, sir; when they got there and
found out they could not vote for me in peace and quiet they left, and
there were no votes polled at that box except democratic votes—I think
two votes ; a one-armed soldier named Thomas Eldridge voted for me at

that box, and an old man named Curitan. He says he is a South Caro-
linian. I don't know anything about him. He has not been long in the
country.
At Kelle's store box there was a better vote polled than in any other

part of the county, according to the republican strength, 1 think; very
few republicans in that beat. I suppose there was near two-thirds of
the usual republican vote polled in that box.
At Scooba box—that is where the republican majority in the county

lies—at Scooba and at De Kalb box—that is the county-seat—I expect
those two boxes and McLindon box is about a stand-off; they are, per-

haps, a little republican. Except those two beats they are largely dem-
ocratic.

At Scooba box we expected to carry the election by three hundred votes,
if we held a fair election. I think the republicans carried that box by
eighty or ninety.

DEMOCRATS TEAR UP REPUBLICAN TICKETS.
Old Richard Knave told me that they took all his republican tickets

and tore them up, and told him, damn him, he had better go home ; and
a fellow named Brackett, and a fellow by the name of Lockett, and
lots of them, but those are the most respectable, prominent negroes that
talked to me, and some of them voted ; but old Richard Knave didn't,

and I think Brackett didn't ; but some of them voted ; bnt they said
they ran off the negroes there, most of them. I don't know of my own
personal knowledge anything about this, now, as far as the Scooba box
is concerned.

Q. Does anything else occur to you in regard to the election that you
think is pertinent to our inquiry ?—A. I don't know, sir, that there is.



766 MISSISSIPPI ELECTION KEMPER COUNTY.

By Mr. Cameron :

Q. Who were elected to tlie legislature from your county !—A. A man
by the name of Bell.

Q. A republican or democrat 1—A. A democrat.
Q. Elected to the house ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Have you only one member of the house !—A. That is all ; we are
really entitled to two, but under apportionment which was made over
seven years ago we were entitled to but one.

Q. Did they vote for Mr. Gilmer!—A. Yes, sir.

Q. What county is in his district besides your own ?—A. Koxubee and
Neshoba.

Q. Who was elected senator from that district ?—A. Judge Foote.

Q. A democrat or republican ?—A. A democrat.

REPUBLICANS ONLY VOTED AT TWO BOXES IN THE COUNTY.

So far as the election in my county was concerned, there was no election

there except at the Scooba and the Kelle's store box ; I mean that there

was no republicans that voted except at those two boxes. There were
not twenty republican votes polled at the other boxes where there had
been six hundred or eight hundred polled before.

WHY WITNESS DID NOT VOTE.

Q. Why did not the white republicans vote ?—A. I don't know, only
what they told me. I know why I didn't vote, and the reason why I

didn't vote was, because I thought my life would be in jeopardy, at least

if I had attempted to have done my duty as an oificer; that is, to see
that the election was conducted fairly. They told me that they didn't

vote because they were alarmed ; but few wanted to, and what few did
want to vote, some of them, at De Kalb, said tbat they could not get any
tickets ; and they heard that they had run me ofl' and killed me, or
something ; those were the reports.

MADE AN ACTIVE CANVASS.

Cross-examination

:

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. Mr. Chisolm, do I understand you to say that you kept all your
political appointments in that canvass ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Spoke at every place you wanted to '?—A. Yes, sir. There were
two appointments that I made that I didn't speak at, because I had
some personal business to attend to, and 1 got Dr. Poole and Mr. Eush
to fill the appointments ; both of them persons of my political faith.

Q. Did you make, Mr. Chisolm, an active and vigorous canvass
throughout that county up to the time of the election '!—A. Yes, sir ; I

made a pretty active canvass up to the Saturday night before the
election.

Q. And you said that your last speech on the Saturday night before
the election was the bitterest of your canvass?—A. Yes, sir; I think
it was. It is my opinion that I made the bitterest speech that day that
I made during the canvass.

Q. Were not your party friends canvassing the county pretty vigor-

ously with you '!—A. Very little, except what 1 did myself.

Q. And you conducted that up to the Saturday before the election ?

—

A. Yes, sir. The election occurred on Tuesday, and I filled all my
appointments in the canvass up to Saturday, except those two I have
told you that were filled by other persons.

Q. Because you had other business to attend to ?—A. Yes, sir.
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WHAT WITNESS HEAED ABOUT MEN REPRESENTINa THEMSELVES AS
UNITED STATES MARSHALS.

Q. What do you know of persons going into your county and falsely

representing themselves as United States marshals ?—A. I don't know
anything at all, sir, except that there were three men came over there,

one of them named Bell, of this place, and a man named Davis, I under-
stood his name was.

Q. As a matter of fact, did they not come over and register them-
selves as United States marshals'?—A. I could not tell you, because I

did not look to see how they registered. T only knew that these men in

Scooba told me that they told them that they were United States mar-
shals.

Q. Were there any telegrams sent to Jackson to ascertain whether
they were pretenders or not, and was it not found out that they were?

—

A. Well, sir, that is what 1 heard. I heard they were.

Q. You are aware that a great deal you have stated here was stated
upon the information of others?—A. Yes, sir. That is what I heard;
and one of the gentlemen, Mr. Newell, told me that he had telegraphed
here, and Mr. George said that Mr. Lake said that only one of them was
a United States marshal.

Q. What was he sent over there for?—A. This man that was United
States marshal ?

Q. Yes, sir.—A. I don't know, sir.

THE CAUSE OF THE EXCITEMENT.

Q. That fact of these men going over there and pretending that they
were United States marshals created some feeling ?—A. That was what
the men told me at Scooba.

Q. There was some feeling created about that ?—A. That is what Mr.
Hab. Woods told me, and Mr. Duke.

Q. How about this telegram from Duke ?—A. This man that told me
said that he telegraphed that there were arms sent from Jackson to the

uegroes at Scooba, and that he wanted the men at De Kalb to send run-

ners all through the country, and get all the men they could and meet
at Scooba.

DEMOCRATS DENY THAT A TELEGRAM CALLING OUT ARIMED MEN WAS
SENT.

Q. Upon the reception of that telegram, were couriers sent to the peo-

ple all through the country ?—A. That is what Mr. Allen and Mr. Watts
told me. Mr. Duke says that it is a lie ; that he never sent them any
telegram.

Q. But for some cause the men were sent out under this reported
telegram?—A. Yes, sir; that is what they told me.

Q. They said to you that they believed that arms were being sent to

the negroes, and they sent out to get the white people to come in and
aid them?—A. Yes, sir; that is about the idea.

Q. You say it turned out subsequently that the telegram was either a
forgery or hadn't been sent ?—A. Mr. Duke told me that it was a damned
lie; that he had never said anything about negroes being armed, and
that he had never sent that telegram.

Q. Where does Mr. P. H. Gully live ?—A. About three miles from
De Kalb.

Q. Is De Kalb his post-office?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. What is his occupation ?—A. He is a farmer. He has since been
mixed up with politics a good deal, and is a politician, to my understand-
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ing, there yet. He used to represent the county there during the war.

He was a very bitter secessionist.

Q. Does he hold any public office ?—A. No, sir.

AEOUT VARIOUS CITIZENS OF THE COUNTY.

Q. Who is Dr. E. Fox ?—A. A practicing physician at De Kalb.
Q. Where does he live 1—A. At De Kalb.
Q. That is his post-office f—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Where does James H. Brittain live ?—A. At De Kalb.
Q. What is his occupation ?—A. A farmer.

Q. Does he live near the town ?—A. Two miles from town. He is at

town nearly every day.

Q. Does he hold any office ?—A. None at all.

Q. Where does A. J. Lee live ?—A. A. J. Lee lives eighteen miles
west of De Kalb. He was the president of the board of registrars.

Q. How far distant is Scooba from De Kalb ?—A. Thirteen miles by
road.

Q. You were the sheriff of the county at the time of the election ?

—

A. Yes, sir.

Q. And you were a candidate for re-election ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Of whom did the board of registrars consist ?—A. Of A. J. Lee,
senior

Q. He is a republican ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Who else ?—A. I believe it is D. C. Jones ; I am not positive about
his initials.

Q. What party does he act with ?—A. The republican ; he is a col-

ored man.
Q. Who is the other ?—A. J. E. Stuart.

Q. Is he a democrat?—A. Yes, sir.

(^>. Ls Mr. Stuart a friend of yours ?—A. O, yes.

Q. Did you support him personally for that office ?—A. O, no, sir.

Q. Whom was he appointed by ?—A. By Chancellor Dennis.
Q. Which one did you appoint ?—A. I appointed Lee.

Q. And Lee lived 18 miles away from De Kalb ?—A. Yes, sir.

ABOUT THE REGISTRARS' BOOKS.

Q. And how came you with the custody of the books of the regis-

trars ?—A. They were locked up in the iron safe in my office.

Q. Who had the key to the safe f—A. My deputy sheriff.

Q. It was your safe ?—A. I had control of it.

Q. Was it not your safe as sheriff of the county?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And for what purpose were those books of the registrars locked
up in that safe ?—A. They were locked up there for the purpose of

keeping them safe, Lee said.

Q. When were you first called upon in regard to those books ? By
whom was it!—A. I think it was by Mr, Brittain ; it was Brittain or Fox,
I am not positive which, under so much excitement and one thing and
another.

Q. As a matter of fact, when you were first called upon by Brittain for

these books, did you not deny that you knew where they were ?—A. I

never denied anything about it.

Q. Did you or did you not tell him that you had them in the safe at

that time, when he first called upon you ?—A. I don't know, sir, whether
I did or not.

Q. Can you not recollect whether you admitted or denied having the
books in your custody ? Do you not know that it was after some ques-
tioning and answering that you finally admitted that you had the books
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in tbe safe ?—A. I know there was no questions asked me to make me
answer anything that I knew; there was nothing that I knew but I

would answer without any questions being put to me.

Q. Was this on the day immediately before the day of the election ?

—

A. Yes, sir ; it was on Monday before the day of the election.

Q. Who was, by law, the proper custodian of those books ?—A. The
chancery clerk.

Q. Where did he reside ?—A. He lived in De Kalb.
Q. Why did he not have them in his custody on this occasion ?—A.

I am uot able to tell you.

Q. He was the person entitled by law to have them ?—A. I think he
was; that is my understandiug. I never examined the law specially,

but that is the general understanding, that they are to be in his custody.

Q. You have spoken of a meeting—I forget the name of the place

where you made your first appointment.—A. Blackwater.
Q. And where there was a division of time arranged between you

and your political opponents '?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Is not a division of time customary in this country at political

meetings ?—A. It has been up to the last canvass.

Q. Did you not agree to it at the last canvass ?—A. I did at that

place.

QUESTIONS ASKED AT BLACKWATER.
Q. What was the nature of the question put to you that you declined

to answer at Blackwater?—A. Well, if I am not mistaken, I think one
of the questions was to know why I hadn't had all the school-warrants

paid.

THE QUESTIONS DISRESPECTFUL.

Q. Were the questions disrespectful or improper to be put?—A. Yes,

sir ; that was a disrespectful question for a sensible man to ask of me,
from the fact that a sensible man would have known that 1 had nothing^

to do with the payment of school-warrants.

Q. Then it was his ignorance of the school-warrants?—A. No; not
particularly that ; it was a question asked without—he knew very well

that I could not answer it.

Q. Was there any question asked you that was derogatory to you to

have answered?—A. I don't know that there was.

WHO ASKED THE QUESTION.

Q. Who was the person who i)ut the question ?—A. I think D. C
McClelland asked one of the questions proposed.

Q. Who is he?—A. An old gentleman that lives now at Meridian, I

thiifk.

Q. What is his occupation ?—A. A farmer.

Q. Is he a respectable man ?—A. Very respectable.

Q. A man of good standing in the communit^^ ?—A. Well, yes, sir

;

I suppose he is.

Q. A white man?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. A southern man—a native of the State ofMississippi ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. A tax-payer?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Was there anything in his manner of asking the questions that
was unusual?—A. Yes, sir; it was done under a great deal of excite-

ment; his voice was tremulous.

Q. State a few questions that he asked you. Was there any cause
for excitement?—A. I don't know that there was anything special.

Some of them was to know how it was that the republican party taxed

49 MISS
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the people so ; what tbey put such heavy taxes on the people for. Of
course I was not a legislator, and had nothing to do with it.

Q. Still, did you think that was an unreasonable question to ask by
people who were paying taxes '?—A. No, sir ; not specially.

Q. You stated that there were parties who said you should not
speak ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Who gave you that information ?—A. I stated in my first exami-
nation an old man by the name of Bill Bailor told me.

NATURE OF THE THREATS.

Q. Were any of those things said to you, or in your hearing, by the
parties who made the threats ; I do not mean the i^ersons who informed
you; I mean were those things stated in your hearing?—A. No, sir.

Q. Were there any threats made to you personally daring the can-

vass ?—A. Well, there was this kind'of threats: stating to me that I was
not to interfere with the negroes; and, when they gave them tickets,

that they would be damned if we should goto them aud get them to change
them.

Q. That you should not take tickets from the negroes and give them
yours!—A. That we should not get the negroes to change their tickets

after they gave them democratic tickets.

Q. Who said that to you ?—A. Divers and sundry persons said that

to me.
Q. Did you regard that as a threat ?—A. I regarded it as this : stating

to me that I should not be allowed to do what they were going to do. I

did not regard it as any special threat.

Q. Did any one in the canvass then specially threaten you ?—A. No
one that I know of.

Q. Did you witness during the canvass any act of violence upon any
one in connection with the election '?—A. No one occurred at any speak-

ing I had.

Q. Who were the friends that accompanied you to these various meet-
ings?—A. Generally Mr. Hobart, a farmer in the country there, and a

man that pays nearly as much taxes as any man in the country—H. A.
Hobart—the late deputy sherifif, and the chancery clerk, aud the circuit

clerk.

Q. All men of your own party ?—A. Yes, sir.

WITNESS AND FRIENDS ARMED.

Q. Were you armed yourself on those occasions f—A. I generally

carried my pistol.

Q. How were your friends '?—A. They carried their pistols in their

l)0ckets. •

Q. How many went with you generally when you went to these various

meetings ?—A. There was more than that with me when 1 went to

Blackwater ; but those I speak of, Hush, and Pool, and Rosenbaum, and
one or two others, went.

Q. And sometimes other peo|)le '!—A. Not of my political friends that

I recollect of.

Q. Were they personal friends that accompanied you?—A. No, sir;

not specially.

Q. And you generally went armed?—A. Always, sir ; we had our

pistols.

Q. At the time you met this young man, before you got to Scooba,

you say you got out of the buggy with your pislo lin your hand; why
did you do that?—A. Because I saw him coming through the woods.

Q. Had he any arms drawn ?—A. No, sir ; nothing at all.
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Q. You dismounted and drew your pistol?—A. Yes, sir; I just took
my pistol out of the buggy ; 1 carried it lying on the seat.

Q. And when you were at the meeting, where did you carry your pis-

tol ?—A. Behind, in my pocket, where I have got it now. It is a little

old pistol, not very dangerous, but it is all right, you may bet. [Show-
ing it.

J
This man West was a personal friend of mine.

WHY WITNESS DREW HIS PISTOL.

Q. When you saw a person coming up the road, why did you draw a
pistol ?—A. The reason why I got the pistol was this, sir, because of the
fact of his coming out of the woods. I didn't know but he had just
slipped out, and that there was somebody else. I wanted to see wheth-
er there was anybody else around. As I said before to you, this young
man had met me and made this statement to me.

Q. Did you personally see any men from Alabama in the county on
that day ?—A. I didn't, sir.

Q. You said that some persons named Dillard had come there?—A.
Yes, sir; the Winstons and Dillards.

Q. Who told you they were there 1—A. I reckon they were there

;

several parties told me they were there.

Q. In Scooba ?—A. In Scooba.
Q. How far is that from De Kalb ?—A. Eleven miles

Q. Your voting-place was De Kalb?—A. My voting-place was De
Kalb.

Q. What was the personal encounter that you had with one of the
Dillards ?—A. It was a difficulty that grew out of the killing of a young
man named Dawson previous to that. It was a year previous to that,

before the election in 1873.

WITNESS REFUSES TO DELIVER UP HIS PRISONERS.

Q. Who was it ?—A. It was a man by the name of Davis, he and Gilmer
killed young Dawson at Scooba in a tight they had there ;

and there

came an armed posse—the circuit clerk was there at the time, and he
arrested Gilmer and Davis, and delivered them to me—there came an
armed posse the next morning after that to take them back to Scooba,
and I had been notified that there was a great deal of excitement in the

county, and I refused to deliver the prisoners, telling them that they
were in my charge as sheriff of the county, and that I was responsible

for them, and that they were ready to be tried at the time if they wanted
to try them. I told them that they could not get them at all.

Q. Was any assault made upon you ?—A. No, sir.

Q. How came Dillard shot ?—A. That was last year that me and
Dillard had the difficulty. After this refusal of mine to deliver these

men to this crowd, Dillard wrote several severe articles, and addressed
them to Alcorn, some of them, and some of them to Linchman, and most
of them were published in the Meridian Mercury ; one was published in

the Clarion, abusing me for my conduct up there.

Q, What for ?—A. He said that I had defeated the ends of public

justice.

Q. Were the Dillards Alabama people ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. What instigated him to make these attacks upon you?—A. I sup-

pose he did it because I refused to turn over Gilmer and Davis to the
crowd ; and he said in some of his articles that I had defeated the ends
of justice ; that I had kept them from being indicted before the grand
jury of the county.

NO INDICTMENTS EVER POUND AGAINST GIL^VIER AND DAVIS.

Q. Were these men ever indicted?—A. Neither of them were indicted

;

the grand jury didn't find any indictments against either of them.
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Q. Was the grand jury republican?—A. Yes, sir; it was about half

and half.

Q. And was it selected by republicans !—A. No, sir ; there was a
majority of republicans on the board of supervisors.

Q. No indictments were found in those cases ?—A. No, sir.

Q. And this was made the basis of an attack upon you ?—A. Yes,
sir.

WHY WITNESS SHOT DILLARD.

Q. What personal altercation did you have then with Dillard ?—A.
It was at Meridian, about twelve months ago last February. I was re-

turning from Jackson, and stopped over at Meridian on business, and
me and Dillard met in Judge Ham's of&ce, who knew the bitter corre-

spondence that had passed between us, and knew our feelings toward
each other. I did not know Dillard, myself, at all ; didn't know the
man.

Q. Never had seen him.—A. Never had seen him before that morn-
ing ; and a big man came in—he was brought in by Senator Fewell—and
tbey all seemed to be greatly excited, and I was dumbfounded myself.

Judge Ham said, "Judge Ohisoltn, walk iuto Judge Poole's office aud
let us talk this matter over," and when I got in there he said, " That is

Dillard."

Says r, " Hell ! is that Dillard ? » He says " Yes, that is Dillard."

and I started to walk out, and he says, "Come back, into the

office ; Judge Dillard is a very bad man ; he is a desperate man, aud he
is drunk to-day, and I would advise you now to try and avoid meeting
him at all if you can."

Says I, " Poole, this is one of the days I don't feel like fighting at all

;

I aint got any tight in me to-day." He said, " I don't think you do
want an^' difficulty with anybody." Says I, " 1 don't."

In passing along the street I went into the People's Savings-Bank to

make some deposit of money and to take the receipts of the cashier, and
me and him was talking, and he asked me where I was going, and I

told him I was going down to Judge Love's ; that I had promised to

pay some money for a man in that county ; that I had obligated myself
to pay ; and 1 walked down the street, and I saw Judge Love aud this

man Dillard about twenty steps before me.
I saw that there was nothing for me to do but to walk right on ; aud

I went on and spoke to Judge Love, and shook hands with him, aud he
says, "Allow me to introduce you to Judge Dillard f and I remarked
that we didn't talk ; and ]3illard then commenced abusing me, with his

pistol in his hand, and mine was not out ; my hands were loose.

WITNESS FIXES HIMSELF.

I staid there and took it until I got a chance to go across the street,

and then I fixed myself and came back, and we met on half-way ground,
and I shot him.

Q. What do you mean by fixing yourself?—A. To have my pistol

like his was; and then we met on half-way ground, and then we shot;
and I went back there and gave myself up aud stood my trial, and he
has never been there since.

Q. That was a personal encounter?—A. Yes, sir; a personal thing.

Q. Why dill they not go to the town wiiere you live if they came for

personal reasons—to hurt you ?—A. 1 learned that they did come over
there that night.

MORE ABOUT THE QUARREL WITH DILLARU.

Q. These men ?—A. That about six or eight of them had come across
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aud had met tbeui down at what they call the new grave-yard, and that
they were camped there.

Q. The quarrel between you and Dillard was a personal quarrel ?—A.
Yes, sir.

Q. Did he shoot you at all ?—A. He shot at me.
Q. How many times did you hit him 1—A. I didn't shoot but once; I

hit him that time, and I knocked him down with my pistol.

Q. Was he with these men that you speak of?—A. He came to

Scooba. He was not there at all himself. His sons were there and his

brother, but the old judge was not there, as I learned; but I don't
know, I didn't see any of them.

Q. All you have stated about their presence there is hearsay ?—A.
Yes, sir.

Q. Did you know anybody else there from Alabama except them 1—A.
Only from hearsay.

Q. As far as j^our knowledge goes you do not know whether they
were there or not ?—A. As far as my own knowledge goes, I don't.

Q. Who was this person with whom you had a conversation in which
you agreed with him in damning carpet-baggers '?—A. I stated his name,
I believe, in my first examination ; it was Mr. Carter, I believe ; we are
neighbors. I just remarked that there was no " damned carpet-bag-
gers," as he called them, in my county, and hadn't been there, but I

didn't care anything about the carpet-baggers.

Q. Did you consider that your State had suffered from that class of
people ?—A. I didn't tell him so. I think there has been probably some
occasion for complaint ; but in my section of the State none that I know
of; and I know nothing of that except from newspaper reports.

PERSONAL RECORD.

Q. When did you come to Mississippi "?—A. I came to Mississippi in

184(3, I think.

Q. What business were you engaged in before and during the war ?

—

A. I was probate judge.
Q. Of that county ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you continue to hold it during the entire war"?—A. No, sir;

there was two years I didn't hold it during the war.

Q. Did you perform any military service 1—A. Yes, sir ; I was on the
post there and picked up the conscripts in De Kalb ; and then I was out
with tlie militia one time. I was wherever they called me, but I was
particular not to be called very far off if I could avoid it. That is noth-
ing to do with this.

My people had all gone to the war. It was not that I didn't believe

in the cause of the South and was not interested in it. I voted for

secession, though my brothers none of them voted for it. I have sev-

eral brothers in the county, and they went and fought, but I didn't.

MORE ABOUT THE REGISTRARS' BOOKS.

Q. Did you state to Mr. Brittain or to any other citizen of De Kalb
before those books were called for that there was not going to be any
election *?—A. So far as I was concerned, I stated that publicly all the
time from the time I called them over there. They promised me in the
morning that as soon as they found out there was to be no fight at

Scooba that these men should go back home ; but they did not keep
their j)romise, and these men came in troops and encamped there.

Q. Where did these men on horseback vote ?—A. Some of them voted
at De Kalb, I suppose.

Q. Did you see them ^—A. I saw them come into town.
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THE NUMBER OE ARMED MEN IN TOWN.

Q. How many did you see yourself ?—A. I saw myself that day, pass-

ing backward and forward, at least some two hundred and fifty or three
hundred and fifty men.
Q Men. whom you knew !—A. I knew most all of them ; some of

them I didn't.

Q. From what distance had they come ?—A. They that I knew, some
of them had come twelve miles, and some ten, and some five, and some
two miles.

Q. What time of the day was that "?—A. Some were from Blackwater,
a distance of twelve miles, and I suppose they were in there, I will say,

about 9 or 10 o'clock.

Q. How long did you remain in De Kalb on election-day ?—A. I was
not in De Kalb on election day.

Q. You left the night before ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. When did you see these ])eople ?—A. On the morning before I left.

Q. Did you see them at all on the morning of the election f—A. No,
sir.

Q. Do you know where they were on election-day ?—A. I was not
there.

Q. Then what passed in De Kalb on election-day you know nothing of

personally ?—A. I don't know a thing about it.

Q. Do you know personally what happened at any other polls on elec-

tion-day in the county ?—A. 1 do not.

By Mr. Mc:\[illan :

Q. Who is your chancery-clerk ?—A. Dr. F. M. Poole.

Q. Who were the gentlemen that inquired about the registrar's

books ?—A. I think it was a Mr. Brittain and Mr. Fox—I am satisfied

one or both of these men.

THE REGISTRARS' BOOKS AGAIN.

Q. Were they judges of election ?—A. Had nothing to do with it at all.

Q. Mere citizens f—A. Mere citizens ; but I am not positive, after

going out and reflecting about it, but I stated to them when they
first asked me that 1 knew nothing about the books, and afterward my
deputy came to me and told me that the books were locked up in the

safe ; and then I told them as soon as he told me that the books were in

the safe, and I says, " If you will get i)ermissiou from Lee, the president

of the board of registration, I will turn the books over to you."

Q. Did you hear of Mr. Dillard coming from Alabama to make some
speeches in Mississippi during that campaign ?—A. Yes, sir ; I didn't

meet him anywhere there, but I heard of his making several speeches.

Q. Did he make any speeches in that county ?—A. He didn't that I

know of; and of course 1 would have heard of it if he had.

SILAS GILES—KEMPER COUNTY.

NEGROES ADVISED TO ARM.

Aberdeen, Miss., June 27, 1876.

Silas Giles (colored) sworn and examined.

By Mr. Bayard :

PERSONAL STATEMENT.

Question. Where do you live ?—Answer. I live in Kemper County,
Miss.
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Q. What do you for a living?—A. Farm, sir.

Q. Were you there during the summer of 1875 and on election-day ?

—

A. Yes, sir.

Q. How long have you lived there?—A. For fifteen or twenty years;
resided right there in the county.

Q. Where were you during the canvass and during the election ?—A.
At Scooba.

KNOWS GILMER AND CHTSOLM.

Q. Do you know Mr. Gilmer ?—A. Yes, sir, quite well.

Q. Who was he !—A. A gentleman that kept store at Scooba there

at the time; I don't know what oflftce he was in.

Q. Was he a candidate for any office ?—A. I think he was at the
time.

Q. What party did he act with ?—A. With tne radical party.

Q. Who was Mr. Chisolm *?—A. Well, sir, he was the sheriff at De
Kalb.

GILMER AND CHISOLM SAID TO HAVE ADVISED THE NEGROES TO ARM.

Q. Did you know of any advice which Judge Chisolm or Mr. Gilmer
gave to the colored people in reference to going to the election armed?

—

A. I did not hear it, sir, myself; I never heard it, but it was the

rumor out in the country that they advised them to come prepared on
the day of the election ; that if anything should happen they should be
there prepared with arms, and I suppose a good many of the colored

people undertook to do that.

WHITES FIND ARMS NEAR THE POLLS.

Q. Do you know whether, as a fact, there were arras at or near the
polls belonging to the colored people?—A. I know the fact to be this,

that there was a squad of arms about 200 yards from the depot found
by a party of some white gentlemen—thirty or forty guns. I was pres
ent at the time when it was done. They found they were secreting

some arms there at that house, and they went over and captured them,
and carried them off down town.

ARMS PUT IN duke's HALL.

Q. Where were those guns put?—A. In Duke's Hill; he has got a
hall, and tliey were put in it and kept tiiere until the owners of them
came for them. They were given out to them when they came there

for them.
Q. Who were the owners ?—A. I don't recollect.

Q. They were discovered on the day of the election, and carried over
to this place ?—A. Yes, sir.

WITNESS HEARD THAT THE ARMS BELONGED TO NEGROES.

Q. Do you know, as a fact from the colored men, that they got their

arms from there afterward?—A. Yes, sir; I heard that they had got
them all.

Q. Do you know auy men to whom the gnus belonged ?— A. Yes, sir
;

I knew some men that had their guns there.

Q. You were in the county during the canvass ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And among the colored people a good deal ?—A. Yes, sir ; a great
deal among them.

NO INTIMIDATION; A QUIET ELECTION.

Q. Was there any attempt made to intimidate them; did they say
that they would not be allowed to vote as they pleased ?—A. None at
all ; they were allowed to vote just as they pleased, from all the advice
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that I heard. I was at Scooba the day of the election, and the colored
men came in very heavily ; a great many of them had issued their tick-

ets, and when the polls were opened they were allowed to vote jnst
as they pleased. I never saw a more peaceable, quiet election in my
life.

NO ARMED WHITES AT THE POLLS.

Q. Were there any white men armed there, that you saw at the
l)olls !—A. No, sir.

Q. There were no armed men there ?—A. No, sir ; I don't believe
there was an armed man in Scooba that day. But the rumor came out
about the colored people fetching arms in ; and when the democratic
party got hold of it they were searching round, and somehow or other
thej' heard that these colored folks were stacking their arms about 200
yards down in a little hollow across the railroad where there are some
colored folks' houses, and they went to see about it, and finally they suc-

ceeded in finding thirty or forty guns well charged and loaded, and
stacked up in that house. They just gathered them up and put them
up in Mr. Duke's Hall.

NOTICED THAT THE COLORED PEOPLE SEEMED DISCOURAGED ABOUT
SOMETHING.

The colored people, a good many of them, a great many of my friends

were there, and I discovered in the morning that I did not see Mr. Gil-

mer and Mr. Chisolm there. Every time I comes to town I generally
sees them and talks with them more or less. I did not see either one of
them there, and I noticed that the colored people seemed to be discour-
aged about something. Says I, "What is the matter; why don't you
go up and vote I" They says, " There ain't one of our men here ; Gilmer
and Chisolm, none of them ain't here;" and they all left most.

A GREAT MANY WENT OFF WITH THEIR TICKETS.

I stated to them that they had got nothing to prevent them from
voting; that the ])olls were open, and they would not have any trouble.

They said that they did not know whether they would vote at all.

There was a crowd of people started off. Says I, " Don't go away, there is

good order about the door, and just as soon as you get a chance you go
in aud vote."

A great many of them went off with their tickets in their hands
without voting, simply because they did not see Mr. Gilmer and
Mr. Chisolm there, and I laughed at them for that. I told them that I

thought that was not ver^' sensible ; that there were men there ap-

pointed to attend to the election aud they miirht vote if they wanted
to.

They said there would be a day for them after awhile. I told them
that that was the only day, and that they had better make the best of

it; that if they did not vote that day they would not get a chance to

vote at all.

WITNESS VOTED THE DEMOCRATIC TICKET.

Q. Did you vote yourself that day ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. What ticket did you vote !—A. The democratic ticket.

Q. Did you do it without any compulsion !—A. Without any compul-
sion whatsomever, sir. It was through a free, good, open heart.

PERSONAL RECORD.
By the Chairman :

Q. Do you own any land ?—A. No, sir ; 1 don't own any land.

Q. Do you hire ?—A. I lease land.
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Q. On shares?—A. Yes, sir; wbatyou call renting, sir.

Q. From whom do you lease ?—A. From Mrs. Giles, tlie land-bolder.

Q. Were you with ber before the war ?—A. Yes, sir ; I am with the
lady that raised me, old Mrs. Giles ; she raised me from a child. I never
went away ; has been there all my life.

Q. Has she any sous on the place '?—A. No, sir ; no child at all ; her
only son is dead—three or four years ago.

Q. How much land do you rent?—A. I rent about twelve or thirteen
acres of land. I have got a small family, and it depends about the labor
I can get how much land I can take in.

Q. Do you hire anybody to work for you ?—A. Yes, sir ; I hire men
to work for me ; I hire them and give them wages—such a part of the
crop. I have a little team, and generally tries to get labor enough to

make my team profitable, not to have any surplus team around me ; I

generally hire two negro men, besides myself, and one woman hand;
that generally consumes all the team that I have.

AVITNESS A DEMOCRAT MAN.
By Mr. Cameron :

Q. How long since you commenced voting the democratic ticket ?—A.
Well, sir, I have voted the democratic ticket ever since the second year of
the surrender.

Q. You have been a democrat right along since that time?—A. Yes,
sir; right straight along; always has been right straight along; the first

time I voted, and the only time; and I have always been that way—

a

democrat man.

summoned because he was a democrat.

Q. Who requested you to come here as a witness today 1—A. No one
in particular, sir. Mr. Ellis, from Scooba, told me that I was summoned
to come up here, and I came up with him. I was not requested by any
one in particular.

Q. Mr. Ellis told you that you were summoned "?—A. Yes, sir ; he sent

me word that 1 was summoned here. I live about four miles from town
in the country.

Q. Mr. Ellis knew that you were a democrat?—A. O, yes, sir.

Q. He knows that you have been a democrat since you have been in

politics at all ?—A. Yes, sir.

By Mr. McMillan :

Q. Where did you vote !—A. At Scooba Depot, Kemper County.

WHY THE REPUBLICANS WOULD NOT VOTE.

Q. On the day of the election, when the negroes there spoke to you,

they told you that Mr. Gilmer and Mr. Chisolm were not there, and that

was the reason they did not vote ?—A. Yes, sir ; they said that they
were not satisfied.

Q. Did they say the reason was because Mr. Gilmer aud Mr. Chisolm
were not there?—A. Yes, sir; they said because none of their men
was not in there ; and, says I, "Ain't you got your tickets, men ?" Says
they, "Yes; but you can't make us vote to-day." I advised them to

make use of their tickets some way or other, just as they pleased. They
said that some other time would do just as well.
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J. E. STEWAKT—KEMPER COUNTY.

TO PROVE THAT THE NEGROES WERE ADVISED NOT TO VOTE.

Aberdeen, Miss., June 27, 1876.

J. E. Stewart sworu and exainiued.

personal stateiment.

By Mr. Bayard :

Question. Where do reside ?—Answer. In Scooba, Kemper County,
Mississippi.

Q. What is your occupation '?—A. A farmer.

Q. How long have you lived there ?—A. I have resided there from
an infant.

Q. You have lived there up to this time!—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you take any part in the political cauvass of 1875, and in the
election ?—A. Yes, sir; I was one of the registrars of the county.

Q. With which political party were yon acting ?—A. I was appointed
as a democrat by Judge Dennis, of our district ; he was a radical.

Q. You have always acted with the democratic party ?—A, Yes, sir.

Q. Where were you on the day of the election !—A. I was in De Kalb,
the county-seat.

no INTmiDATION OR VIOLENCE DURING THE CANVASS.

Q. During the canvass was there, of your own knowledge or belief,

any intimidation or violence intended to defeat the free exercise of suf-

frage ? If so, state it.—A. No, sir ; I was all over the county, and I saw
none.

HEARD THAT THE REGISTRARS' BOOKS WERE LOCKED UP.

Q. Do you know anything of the locking up of the books of registra-

tion ?—A. I know Jiothing about it personally, only what I heard said

by the parties wiio delivered the books. Oar two registrars left the
county-seat ; the evening before the election we were to meet there in

the oliice, and when I got there I was informed by certain parties that
Judge Chisolm had locked u}) the books in the county safe, and had
left, and that his wife had come down and taken the books out, and
handed them to the chancery clerk ; and that is where I found them the
next morning.

BOOKS LOCKED UP TO PREVENT THE ELECTION.

Q. Did you understand what was the object of locking up those
books f—A. Well, it was to prevent the election.

Q. Did you hear any negroes say what instructions they received
from Chisolm and Gilmer !—A. Yes, sir ; the negroes came in there the
next day, about forty or fifty, and I asked them, "Why don't you vote?'^

They said they had been instructed by Chisolm and Gilmer not to vote.

They were in the court-house some of them until one or two o'clock.

NO TICKETS OUT SO REPUBLICANS COULD VOTE.

Q. Were there any republican tickets distributed there?—A. No, sirj

there was one boy came up in the court-house, and I asked him if he
wanted to vote, and he said that his party had no tickets out ; and I

asked him if they had not written out any, and he said they had not

;

and I told him that he could have one written if he wanted to vote ; and
he said, " I don't want to vote."

Q. When you say " boy," that is a southern phrase for a colored
man ?—A. Y'^es, sir ; that is what we say here.

Q. On the day of the election you were at De Kalb ?—A. Y"es, sir.
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MOST QUIET ELECTION WITNESS E^^ER SAW.

Q. Was there anything that day tending to prevent any man, white
or colored, from exercising his political rights!—A. Nothing that I saw
or heard. The day of the election was the most quiet day I ever saw in

my life.

NO ARMED MEN ; NO THREATS.

Q. Was there any armed force present I—A. 1 did not see any armed
force that daj'.

Q. Did you hear of any threats of anj^ kind to prevent voting ?—A.
Xo, sir.

Q. You know of nothing that passed at Scooba ?—A. No, sir ; I know
nothing in relation to what passed at Scooba at all.

Q. Is there anything else you know about the election, sir, which you
wish to state 1—A. Well, I believe not.

Q. There was a body of armed men spoken of by Mr. Chisolm as com-
ing into the town of Scooba on Monday.—A. I did not go over to

Scooba until night. I know nothing of them ; I did not see anything of

them.
Q. Were these men gone when you came there on the evening of

Monday ?—A. I don't know, sir, whether they were or not ; there were
a few men there, but they were principally citizens that lived there.

Q. Did you see any bodies of armed men there on Monday when you
came there ?—A. No, sir.

Q. Did you see any at all on the day of the election, at any time ?

—

A. No, sir.

G. F. SIMONTON—LEE COUNTY.

INTIMIDATION OF REPUBLICANS.

Aberdeen, Miss., June 27, 187G.

G. F. SiMONTON sworn and examined.

PERSONAL STATEMENT.

By Mr. Cameron :

Question. Where do you reside !—Answer. In Lee County.
Q. How long have you resided there ?—A. Since before the war. I

have been there twenty-five years, I reckon.

Q. Of what State are you a native ?—A. A native of North Carolina.

Q. How long have you resided in Mississippi f—A. I came to Ten-
nessee when I was eighteen years old. I staid there until 1851, when I

came to this State.

Q. What is your age !—A. I was eighteen when I left North Carolina.

Q. How old are you now ?—A. I was seventy-nine years old last May.
Q. This committee is here to inquire if any persons were prevented

by intimidation or fraud from voting as they wanted to vote last fall.

If you know anything on this subject, will you please to state it?—A,
I do not know, only from hearsay.

ARMED MEN AT SHANNON STATION POLLS.

Q. Where were you on election-day?—A. I was in Shannon Station,

Lee C'ounty.

Q. Were you at the polls ?—A. Yes, sir ; during the day I was there
two or three times.



780 MISSISSIPPI ELECTION LEE COUNTY.

Q. Was there auj^thing unusual there which you noticed ?—A. I

thiuk so.

Q. You may just state what you saw.—A. I saw armed men going
about there.

Q. White men?—A. Yes, sir ; with their guns,

Q. About what number did you see ?—A. 1 cannot tell the number
;

it would be a mere guess.

Q. Give me your best judgment.—A. I cannot see very well, nor
hear very well. 1 would suppose there was in one case not less than
thirty ; maybe more in all. However, during the day, the same ones
rode in and out; came over after night, and they went up and down the
road ; a good many men. I did not count all of them. I expect I saw
thirty around about Shannon the principal part of the day. Some went
off in the trains ', went down the road and came back again. 1 do not
know how manj".

Q. What did they appear to be doing ?—A. I did not see them doing
anything, myself.

FIRlNa ON ELECTION DAY.

Q. Did they fire off their guns ?—A. There was some guns fired off

during the day. I do not know how many ; not a great many, however.
Q. Did you see any armed men in town before the day of the elec-

tion ?—A. O, yes, sir ; I have seen them before, too.

Q. White men ?—A. Yes, sir.

WITNESS SAW HORSE-COMPANIES AT DIFFERENT TIMES.

Q. How often did you see them ?—A. I did not think anything of
what I saw passing about before. Saw them very often. I saw com-
panies organized there, but had no arms that I saw. 1 saw horse-com-
panies there on several occasions before tbe election ; several times, but
they had no arms with them that 1 know of, or at least that I saw there.

Q. You saw a horse-company muster f—A. Yes, sir.

Q. About how many in that company"?—A. I do not know; from the
appearance, sixty men probably.

Q. How often did you see that horse-company in the town ?—A. I

saw it, I think, three or four times; two or three times at least; not
less than three times.

Q. How long before the election was it ?—A. Not less than two or
three mouths before the election.

Q. What did yon understand was the purpose or object of that horse-
company there!—A. Well, I never heard anything. Some of that com-
pany, however, was there the day of the election. I saw them have
their guns, but they did not muster there that day.

Q. Some of the horse-company ?—A. Yes, sir ; some men that were
with the horse-company.

HEARD THAT HIS SON WAS THREATENED BECAUSE HE WAS A REPUB-
LICAN.

Q. Do you know of any threats having been made against your son,

who is a republican, on account of his political opinions?—A. I heard
some. I did not hear any man threaten, but I heard others say that he
was threateiuHl.

Q. You may state the nature of the threats as you understood them.
—A. It was a black man told me that he was threatened the day of the
election.

Q. Do you know anything of a disturbance there at a republican con-
vention or at a republican meeting in the town ?—A. I do not know that
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they had any couveutiou ; they had some meetings there, I know ; the
club-meetings. I do not know that they had any disturbance, however.
I do not recollect. Perhaps I might if it was brought to my recollec-

tion, but I do not recollect now.

GUNS FIRED BY MOUNTED MEN WITHIN A FEW FEET OF WITNESS'S
HOUSE.

Q. You may state anything else that you know concerning the elec-

tion.—A. The night of the election there was a company ; they were
said to be at Verona ; had been down to Okalona. They came up to

m}^ house—i do not know how many—on horseback, and fired their

guns off within a few feet of my house—a good many of them. My son
was there. He had left his office. Did not think he was safe. He had
not slept in his office for some time before the election, and a good while
afterward.

SON HUNGr IN EFFIGY BY THE DEMOCRATS.
Q. For the reason that he did not consider himself safe?—A. Yes,

sir ; they damaged the office a little. They hung him in effigy there at

night, I believe. He received a card with a coffin on it, cautioning him,
but that had no name signed to it and no post-office. It was some-
where on the railroad. He supposed he knew who done it, but did not
know certainly.

WILLIAM FRANKLIN SIMONTON—LEE COUNTY.

INTIMIDATION AND VIOLENCE DURING THE CANVASS.

Jackson, Miss., June 27, 1876.

William Franklin Simonton sworn and examined.

PERSONAL STATEMENT.

By Mr. Cameron :

Question. Give your full name.—Answer. William Franklin Simonton.
Q. Where do you live'?—A. Shannon, Lee County, Miss.

Q. What is your business 1—A. I am a practicing physician.

Q. How long have you resided there ?—A. I have resided there, in

that region of country", since 1849 ; within fifteen miles of that place.

Q. With which political party are you connected ?—A. With the
republican party.

Q. Did you take any part in the late civil war 1—A. No, sir ; I was
not engaged in the war on either side.

Q. Where were you during the political canvass preceding the last

election ?—A. I was in my county most of tbe time and in the State all

the time.

Q. Where were you on the day of the election ?—A. I was at my
town, my village.

WITNESS WAS ASSAULTED FOUR OR FIVE TIMES.

Q. You may state, doctor, what occurred within your county prior to
the election, in the political canvass. Go on and make a statement of
what you know within your own knowledge.—A. Well, sir, several
mouths before the election we had occasional acts of violence. I was a
sufferer to some extent myself on several occasions. I was assaulted
four or five times—five, I think—and without any other reason except
political reasons, on account of my politics. I thought I saw tolerably
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early that we were going to have a very severe time, and as there were
but few white republicans in my region of the country, the burden is

pretty heavy on us ; and as I thought it behooved us to keep on the
side of peace and to be as cautious and prudent as possible, I endeav-
ored to act in that way. But in spite of that I was assaulted several

times.

WARNED NOT TO GO TO THE REPUBLICAN CONVENTION.

One of the times—I do not reckon it is necessary to speak of but one
of the times—and that was at the republican convention at my county-
town, Tupelo, which is the county-town of 1113^ county. Well, a few days
before that, I received several anonymous communications warning nie

not to be there, and 1 was notified by Dr. Cunningham, of Yerona, who
seemed to be a personal friend of mine, though a democrat, in my office

at Shannon, that the sheriff of the county, known as Buck Smith, said

he intended to whip me on sight. That was a few days only before the
convention. I went ahead any way, and tried to hold the convention.

REPUBLICANS HAD DECIDED TO REMAIN UNARMED.
I was met at the depot at Tupelo. There is a long platform, I sup-

pose one hundred and fifty yards long, and just below the town, where
the trains stop, is another. It makes two stops, and when I was just

stepping off of the tniin at the first stopping-place I was somewhat
apprehensive of trouble, but determined to go through the best I

could. I was unarmed. We had previously at that meeting resolved

to have no arms, the republicans thinking by that means we would
keep down trouble; and tliat resolution, too, was made public.

"WITNESS ASSAULTED BY THE AR3IED DEMOCRATIC SHERIFF AT TU-
PELO.

I saw this sheriff stepping down from the platform, and just after I

stepped down off the train I noticed he had a gun in his hands, and
it was held just about this way, [witness indicating.] He had a pistol

buckled around him, and one more that I saw. lie came in that atti-

tude, approaching me at a tolerably rapid walk, and I met him about
midway. It was directly in wy line to the court-house. He used some
insulting language to me and said that I had said he was a coward. I

told him it was no such a thing. He said he could prove it. 1 told him
he would prove what was not so if he did, 1 had no talk about him at

all, and made an effort to pass hin), and as I did so (I had turned my
eyes away from him for an instant) he struck me on the side of the
head. I do not know what he struck me with. 1 fell in the railroad

track and was somewhat addled, although I was up in a little while, I

suppose, for the crowd looked pretty much as it was when I was knocked
down. I saw little change except that the sheriff was absent. I did

not see him.

ASKS THE MAYOR FOR PROTECTION.
1 made my way on up to the depot, passed that, and passed the mayor

directly on the sidewalk. He was just in the door of the barber-shop,

and I said to him what had occurred, and asked him if he could not
^ive some protection there ; and 1 passed on toward the court-house.

IS AGAIN ASSAULTED BY THE SHERIFF.

Q. What replj" did the mayor make ?—A. He smiled and said " Yes."
I passed on toward the courthouse alone; and about ten yards from
the courthouse I was halted from the rear; halted in military style,
" Halt!" was the word used. I halted, and was overtaken again by the
sheriff and some five or six men— I am not sure about tlie number. He
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asked what I said to the major, and I replied, stating what I had said.

I had a stick in my hands and drew the stick and was about to

strike him with it, when he jerked it out of mj- hand. It was a loaded
stick and he changed the ends of it and struck me with the lighter end;
struck at me and knocked off my hat. The crowd then came up and
interfered, and I passed on to the court- house.

REPUBLICAN CONVENTION NOT ALLOWED TO TRANSACT PRIVATE BUS-
INESS.

There I met a number of friends, and some several white men and
fifty or a hundred colored men—I believe from fifty to one hundred.
I went to the meeting, and there we were informed by the deputy sheriff,

who is now the sheriff of the count}", that we could not transact any
business except such as was public; nothing of a private nature. I

expressed my willingness to abide by the orders of the sheriff in that

matter. I made a little talk to the colored people there, and when we
were through with the public business and wished to attend to private

matters we adjourned to the African church, about a quarter of a mile

off. On that evening w'e were not interrupted out there.

WITNESS AGAIN ASSAULTED BY THE SHERIFF.

But that evening at the depot I was assaulted again by the sheriff,

and no republican near me—no white republican at least ; I was the only
one who came to the town on that train. I was knocked down again,

and I am satisfied that if I had had any weapons, and had made any
efforts to use them, 1 would have been murdered. I had none and made
very little resistance, being a one-armed man, and the sheriff" was a large

man; a stout man, well armed, and he had backing as much as he
wanted ; and there were no republicans around me at all.

ARMED MEN AT SHANNON ON ELECTION DAY—GUARD AT WITNESS'S
HOUSE TO PREVENT COMMUNICATIONS.

Well, then, next to that, on the day of election there were armed
men in my village ; somewhere between fifty and one hundred. It is a
small village ; I suppose about 400 at its best. These men came in

armed ; a good many of them early in the morning, and marched in

and out on the different roads. They made no direct threats to me
that day. They posted a posse each side of my office—from three to

five on each side about there—and they remained stationed there from
about 10 to 1 o'clock, cutting off communication between me and those
who were disposed to consult me, to a large extent. Very few would
care to pass through that posse.

Q. That posse !—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Were they white men and democrats '?—A. Yes, sir ; I knew they
were white men and democrats. I knew^ the men personally.

WARNED NOT TO GO OUT OF HIS OFFICE ON ELECTION DAY.

Q. Were you in your office ?—A. Yes, sir ; in my office. While this

was going on I received word ; a party came to me and said that they
would shoot me on sight, and that I had better not go out. My father

was in the office. Says I, " 1 will go out and see about that." And I

did walk out on the verandah back and forth two or three times, and
they did not say anything about shooting me. I passed around there
after 1 o'clock by the box where the voting was going on, and a young
man, who was sitting down against the house—there were several others
around the door, besides a number of others who w^ere armed; but this

one was sitting down ; and as I passed about twenty feet from him he
arose and said, " There goes one of the damned scoundrels," and he pre-



784 MISSISSIPPI ELECTION LEE COUNTY.

sented his gnu iu the same way as the person I spoke of a while ago.

He did not shoot, aud did not bring it any nearer the shooting attitude,

but just as I represent.

AEMED MEN COME TO HIS HOrSE AT NIGHT—GUNS FIRED—HIS WIN-
DOWS BROKEN.

That night, after the voting was over, a company came. I do not

know how many. I could only tell by the hum of the voices and the

sound of the guns. I suppose there was something iu the neighbor-

hood of forty or fifty. They were mounted, and they stopped in front

of my house and hurrahed awhile, and tired off their guns. They
knocked one of my windows to pieces. 1 had Venetian blinds, and late

that evening they knocked the iiower-stands from the verandah aud
around the verandah.

MOB BEATS TWO WHITE REPUBLICANS.

I saw two young men there a few days before the election. They
were attacked aud very badlj- bruised up ; attacked by a mob.

GREAT MANY REPUBLICANS DID NOT VOTE AT ALL.

Q. Were these two young men colored men ?—A. ISTo, sir; white men.

Q. Were they republicans ?—A. Yes, sir ; or their father was a Union
man, but I cannot say so much about their politics. ]Never prominent,

I believe, but Union republicans. They came around to my of&ce and
told me all about it, and particularly how it came about. I saw a por-

tion of it myself; saw them knocked down ; saw the crowds as they

attacked them, and they came around to my office; made a second at-

tack upon them near my front door. They did not come in on the day
of election at all. A great many did not come in at all, and a great

many who did come left without voting, aud I advised a great many
to leave without voting.

REASONS WHY WITNESS ADVISED REPUBLICANS NOT TO VOTE.

Q. Why did you give them that advice?—A. Well, sir, I really be-

lieved that they intended to go to shooting: I really believed it.

THE USUAL VOTE IN THE COUNTY.

Q. What are the relative numbers of the white and colored voters in

your county ?—A. In the county I cannot give the white people. I can

give you tlie two votes. It ranges somewhere near from 1,0U0 to 1,400

democratic and something in the neighborhood of from GOO to 700 re-

publican. At my box it is republican. It has been all the time, that

is at several elections. My box was 45 republican on the election pre-

ceding this last one.

Q. A majority of 45 ?—A. Yes, sir ; of 45.

" FOUR OR FIVE TO ONE DEMOCRATIC."

Q. What was the result at the last election at your box f— A. The
last election at my box it was 4 or 5 to one democratic, I think ; and I

guess—and 1 guess pretty well— I think it was something in the neigh-

borhood of 200, and the republicans, 1 think about 08.

Q. The result in the county in 1873 I see was republicans 715 and
democrats 1,162.—A. Yes, sir; that is about right, 1 presume.

RESULT IN THE COUNTY.

Q. And at the last election it was republican 183, aud democratic

2,423 f—A. Yes, sir.

Q. How do you account for the discrepancy between the vote of 1873

and the vote of 1875 ?—xV. 1 cannot account for it, sir.
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CAUSE OF THE DECREASE IN REPUBLICAN VOTE.

Q. What caused the republican vote to decrease so ?—A. They were
<iriveu from the polls in some places. I think there were some buying
over of votes. I think some sold out. Some men who were on the re-

publican ticket in the county—the lower end of the county—I know
they withdrew and did not come to the polls at all, just the day before

the election. They have since told me that they were threatened that

they would be killed if they did not resign. One, who was on the re-

publican ticket for a certain minor office, did go and vote the democratic
ticket. He told me that he believed they would kill him if he did not

do it.

SHERIFF (BUCK) SMITH KILLED.

Q. Well, sir, what was the name of the person who was sheriff last

fall in your county f—A. I believe his name is H. H. Smith. They called

him Buck Smith. He has since been killed. He was killed by the cap-

tain of another company. He was captain of one of the regulator com-
panies, and he was killed by the captain of another regulator company,
so I am reliably informed.

NO TROUBLE WITH SMITH UNTIL JUST BEFORE ELECTION.

Q. Had you had any personal difficulty with him to cause him to attack
you ?—A. 1 never had had the slightest. Up to the first notice I had
received from Dr. Cunningham, he had been a good sheriff in the main,
and had surprised us all, of both parties, by his kindness and courtesy,

until the month preceding the election, when he became desperate. He
had treated me with kindness on all occasions prior to this time. We
had never had an unkind word until he assaulted me at that depot.

When 1 received that information from Dr. Cunningham, he insisted

that I should write a note. I said I did not think it was becoming in

rae to do so ; that if he had any complaints they should be stated, and
that it would be time enough then for me to make any statement ; but
he insisted that I should deny this charge about stating that Smith was
a coward. Finally I wrote a note. It was sent to him and he received

it, for his deputy sheriff told me he had received it. His deputy is now
the sheriff. He has since been elected sheriff.

DEMOCRATS ORGANIZED INTO CLUB AND MILITIA COMPANIES.

Q. Was the democratic party organized into clubs in your county last

fall f State generally what you know in regard to that.—A. It was
organized into clubs, yes, sir. They had what they called clubs, and
they had those militia companies, too.

COMPANIES OFFERED THEIR SERVICE TO WITNESS.

Q. State what companies you refer to in relation to the organization of
militia companies !—A. Well, I know that they organized that company
and offered its services to me. I had been appointed brigadier-general
of militia by Governor Ames, and some of those companies tendered
their services to me by dispatch ; one to rae from Verona, and I for-

warded the dispatch to Governor Ames. I said I had no authority to

organize militia there at that time, in reply to them.

OTHER COMPANIES IN THE COUNTY.

Q. What other companies were organized in the county, as far as you
know !—A. There were two or three ; I understand that two of them
considered themselves separate companies. I believe that they had
separate officers. There was one down in the north part of the town
that embraced the young men in and around town. Three in the lower
portion of the county. I know of but one at Yerona, the next town

SO MISS
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above me. But one at Tupelo. I do not know how many others
around, but several others. 1 could not speak with any certainty as to

the number. I would suppose, though, there were some eight or ten
companies.

Q. Of about how many did they consist?—A. I saw them muster on
one or two occasions, one of them ; I saw them muster several times in

the lower part of the county. They passed right around our village

several times. I think they numbered, when 1 saw them, somewhere
about fifty men.

CO:\rPANIES NOT ARilED WHEN WITNESS SAW THEM.

Q. Were they armed?—A. They were not armed when I saw them
That was after the order from Governor Ames had been issued for them
not to make any further demonstrations that they mustered ; but they
did not have their guns with them. I heard of them frequently muster-
ing, but never saw them with their guns.

Q. Were there any cavalry companies?—A. That was a cavalry com-
I)any that I speak of.

Q. Is there anything else, doctor, which you wish to say ?—A. I

know of nothing, sir.

CROSS-EXAMINATION.

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. What was the sheriff's name?—A. I stated his name was H. H.
Smith ; they called him '' Buck."' W. H. it may be.

Q. How long has he been dead ?—A. He has been dead two or three
months ; he was shot, sir.

RECEIVED IS^OTICE JUST BEFORE THE CONVENTION.

Q. What was the time of your receiving this notice given you by Dr.
Cunningham from the sheriff?—A. That was a few days before the con-

vention met.

Q. When was that?—A. The republican county convention which
was to be held—well, I cannot? say definitely about the time. I suppose
it was somewhere not far from the first of October.

Q. Did you put a full ticket in the field ?—A. I believe we had a full

ticket.

Q. Sheriff and all ?—A. Yes, sir.

THE COLTNTY DEMOCRATIC.

Q. The county convention was overwhelmingly democratic and had
always been so.—A. Yes, sir ; we had elected one oflicer there once; we
elected a legislator, but it was an accident.

Q. Was there a split in the democratic side ?—A. Yes, sir ; and we
had one that we elected on our local ticket ; we had a ticket merely to

strengthen the State ticket.

Q. And to keep up the organization ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did the sheriff" give Dr. Cunningham that message for you ?—A.
I do not think that he did, sir.

DOES NOT KNOW WHY THE 3IESSAOE WAS SENT.

Q, What had ever been between you and Cunningham that should

cause him suddenly to send you so hostile a message f—A. Between me
and Smith I suppose you mean. That is a thing I know nothing at all

about.

Q. Had you had any dispute?—A. Xever; not the slightest.

Q. Had you promised him anything that you had not performed ?

—

A. We had no intimacy, nothing in the world but courtesy.
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Q. Was lie an intemperate man ?—A. Well, he was said to be intem-
perate to some extent. I never knew of his being intemperate of any
consequence at all, as I said before this morning, jireceding this election
I heard then that he frequently drank to excess.

BELIETES TEE MESSAGE WAS SENT TO INTIMIDATE.

Q. Can you account at all for his suddenly sending a message to you
of that kind ?—A. I have my reasons for it. That was mainly this, I

believe: if I was set at naught, he would count on intimidating the re-

publican vote of the county.

Q. What was the use, when it was overwhelmingly democratic
already ?—A. Only to increase the vote, sir.

Q. But there was still no necessity for it. Had he been at that time
renominated himself?—A. Yes, sir; he had gotten the nomination.

Q. And in the ordinary course of things was certain to be elected un-
doubtedly ?—A. Yes, sir ; undoubtedly.

Q. Did you see any one driven from the polls, or whose vote was re-

fused !—A. Y'es, sir; I knew of large squads of men, varying from 30
to 50, leaving tbe town.

NEGROES DRIVEN FROM THE POLLS.

Q. Were they driven from the polls?—A. 1 did not see the guns
trained at them at the polls—not drawn on them at the polls. The men
were mustering around the town in squads, not in regular army style,

but they were going around the town in squads, and they were threaten-
ing the voters.

Q. Who, by name, exercised that day any threats of violence, or
actual violence, upon any voter, to your own knowledge ?—A. To my
absolute knowledge, I know of but the case I mentioned, of the man
drawing the gun on me.

Q. Did you vote ?—A. Yes sir.

Q. Was that at the polls ?—A. I was passing by the polls.

Q. Did you vote then 1—A. I did not vote then. I did not propose
to vote then.

Q. How far was he from the polls?—A. He was squatting down against
the wall.

Q. What was his name ?—A. James Whiteside.

NEGRO PUNCHED IN THE BACK WITH A PISTOL AND ORDERED TO LEATE
TOWN.

Q. Do you know of any other case in which there was an act of vio-

lence or threat of violence against any individual f—A. I saw no other
myself of actual violence. I was informed of others. There was one
up in my office. The party himself informed me that as he walked out
from my office, he was a few steps away, and he was punched in the
back by a party who had a pistol in his hand, and told if he did not
leave town he would kill him.

Q. Who were those men ?—A. The party who was threatened is

named Felix Shannon. The party who threatened him, Ogborne Gor-
man. Gorman was the man, this Felix Shannon said to me, punched
him in the back with his pistol.

Q. What was the name of the man who was punched ?—A. Felix
Shannon.

Q. Y^ou were informed of that by Shannon ?—A. Yes, sir ; by Shannon.
Q. Is there any other case that you can think of?—A. On that day ?

Q. Yes, sir.—A. No, sir ; no other in which a gun or pistol or any-
thing of that kind was used that I now remember.
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THE EEPUBLICAN AVHO WAS COMPELLED TO YO'J'E THE DEMOCRATIC
TICKET.

Q. What was the name of the republican who voted—he being a

candidate for office—voted the democratic ticket because he was threat-

ened!?—A. His name was Fields Barnabas.
Q.' Where did he live !—A. Near Shannon, sir.

Q. That is your county-town ?—A. No, sir ; the village where I live.

Q. And he told you that he came off the ticket and voted, the demo-

cratic ticket through intimidation i—A. Yes, sir.

Q. When were you commissioned by General Ames as brigadier-general

of militia ?—A. I do not remember the time.

NO AEMS SENT TO WITNESS.

Q. In 1875 ?—A. It was during the year 1875; yes, sir.

Q. Did you ever have any arms sent you '».—A. None at all.

Q. Did you have any ammunition ?—A. No, sir.

Q. Did you ever apply to him for any ?—A. None.

NO COMPANIES ORGANIZED BY WITNESS.

Q. Did you say you had or had not organized any companies under

that authority !—A. No effort was made at all. I advised him that it

was too late to do anything.

Q. What companies were tendered and declined ?—A. The only com-
pany tendered to me was by dispatch from Verona to Shannon.

Q. Who was the person ?—A. It was a Verona company. I cannot

give the name signed to the dispatch.

Q. Were they whites ?—A. Yes, sir ; whites, and democrats.

Q. Do you remember the name of the officer!—A. I do not know.

A COMPANY OF DEMOCRATS TENDERED AND DECLINED.

Q. What was the other ? You declined both ?—A. I replied by dis-

patch to this one, that I had no authority to organize militia at that

time, and forwarded the dispatch to Governor Ames.
Q. What answer did you get from him ?—A. I do not remember what

the answer was. We exchanged several letters about that time, and I

went down to see him.

TOLD THE GO\rERNOR IT WAS TOO LATE.

Q. Did he tell you or did he not tell you to take these companies ?

—

A. He asked me my opinion, and I said I though it was too late to do
anything. It would bring about a massacre if we did make any effort

to do anything there. I told him it would precipitate the difficulty.

"Well," says he, "that is what you all tell me." I remember his an-

swer precisely: "That is what you all tell me."

HOW THE DEMOCRATS INTIMIDATED REPUBLICANS.

By Mr. Cameron :

Q. What did the democrats do in the way of intimidating the repub-

lican voters in that county before the day of election ?—A. Well, sir, the

principal plan adopted was, I think, that of warning them not to vote

the republican ticket, and not to vote at all unless they voted with
them. And they stated that they were determined to carry this elec-

tion, and if they did not vote with them they would have to leave the

country; could not eat their provisions; they would not feed them.
And they were threatened variously and warned. I heard some of the

remarks ; heard it from the stand.

Q. State what you heard from the stand.—A. I heard them use that

kind of language, warning them not to vote at all unless they voted
with them, and if they did vote the repul>lican ticket they would have
to leave the country.
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DEMOCRATS REFUSED JOINT SPEAKINQ.

Q. Was that in a public meeting ?—A. Yes, sir ; democratic speak-

ing. There was no joint speaking. I tried to have joint speaking. I

proposed to join them in discussion, but they refused it; in fact, repub-=

licans had no opportunity of making any canvass there at all. A man
was taking his life in his hand. It was, in fact, that way when we
staid about town and made ourselves as small as possible. In my office

I was informed by a personal friend, who was a democrat, who was
hunting me a considerable time, that there was a guard around my
office between my residence ; and I saw them several times, men about
my office. Sometimes they were armed and sometimes they were not.

Q. Were public meetings held through the county during the cau'

vass ?—A. Very early there were some republican meetings held.

NO REPUBLICAN MEETINGS AFTER THE CONVENTION AT TUPELO.

Q. About what time did you discontinue your meetings ?—A. Well,
sir, after that convention at Tupelo no further meetings were held, I

think.

Q. Why did you not hold meetings after that f—A. We did not think
we could do it. I did not suppose there was a republican who thought
his life was safe. No man of any prominence in the party I know, who
wielded any influence. I had canvassed the congressional district, did
it in 1872, without any fear at all, and spoke in every county in the dis-

trict, and attended every meeting, and spoke in different places all over
the county, but I did not think I could do it that year in safety, and the
only speech I did make, or the only effort in speaking, was at Tupelo at
the convention, that day when I was knocked down and assaulted ; and
I would not have made that but for the trouble. It was a little peace
talk.

NOT HEALTHY TO TALK POLITICS MUCH.
Q. Rather than a political speech 1—A. I had no politics about it. It

was not very healthy about this time to be talking politics much.
Q. For republicans?—A. For republicans; no, sir. It was not poli-

tics at all ; it was war; I think a war on one side without any chance
for any on the other side. We did not have arms, and we could not use
them if we had. There were two many veterans on the other side, and
they were determined, and I know them well. I know them as well as
any one, I reckon. I was here in ISGO and 18G1 when the .first troubles
were brought about, and it was a great deal worse than then.

witness's BROTHER IS CLASSED AS A DEMOCRAT.
By Mr. Bayard :

Q. Your brother was a candidate on the democratic side elected in
that county ?—A. No, sir ; not at that election. My brother is now a
democrat ; that is, classed with the democrats now. He is a candidate
for Congress. He has been a republican until this last year; that is, he
was a supporter of Alcorn, and has voted somewhat republican all along
until last year. He is now considered, I think, a democrat. He has
been rejiteatedly elected to office before the war. He was colonel of the
First MLsiisissippi Infantry during the war.
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EOBEET GLBED—LOWNDES COUNTY.
Aberdeen, Miss., June 27, 1876.

PERSONAL STATEMENT.
JKoBERT Gleed (colored) sworn and examined.

By Mr. McMillan :

Q. Where do you reside ?—A. At Columbus.
Q. In what county ?—A. In Lowndes County.
Q. How long have you lived there?—A. About twenty-one years.

Q. Were you there during the summer or fall of 1875, and during that
year ?—A. Yes, sir,

HOW THE canvass WAS CONDUCTED.
Q. Will you state what you know in regard to the manner in which

the election and canvass of that year were conducted ?—A. The canvass
of 1875 ?

Q. Y"es, sir.—A. It was conducted very singular from what others
have been, and, as a general thing, very violent. We usually had pub-
lic meetings, and our meetings were usually separate, that is, the demo-
cratic and republican meetings were usually separate. In the latter

part of the canvass, in the democratic meetings, the young men who did
most of the canvassing and speaking went along, and they had a cannon
and pistols and one thing and another around with them, very much
like an army. The speeches were generally, a good many of them, tem-
perate, and a good many of them violent, in reference to carrying the
election, peaceably if they could, forcibly if they must ; there were a good
many speeches of that character.

HOW THE ELECTION WOUND UP—BUILDINGS BURNED—MEN MURDERED-
The election in our city and county was wound up on the 2d of

November, and on the night before the 2d of November we had a very
unfortunate occurrence in our city ; three buildings were set on fire,

and four men on that night were killed. AVell, it was really startling;

most of the colored people were run out of their houses during the
night, and all the men laid out pretty well, and a good many women.
It was the worst time, I believe, we have ever had in that county as far

as an election was concerned.

WITNESS THREATENED WITH DEATH.

Q. Do j'ou know any particular acts of intimidation ?—A. Well, sir,

I don't know of any of my own personal knowledge on the day of the

election. I was unfortunate— I presume it may be considered unfortu-

nate—I was a candidate for sheriff in the county, and there was a great
many violent threats made against myself in relereuce to the election,

and a good many men really threatened me with death; and I presume
had 1 staid there on the night of the 1st I would not have been here
to-day. At least some of the white men considered so; the best white
men say they did not think I would, ^Ir. ljillu[)S and Dr. Lipscomb and
a good many others.

I do not really know how to describe the scene that night; I could
not do it; it was terrilic. The lire was in the southern portion of the

town. If you never have been iu Columbus— it is a town \'ery much
like this, only much moreJiveiy.
The first fire broke out over near my house. We were at the same

end of the town, two squares off from where the fire commenced, at a
meeting. We had been informed before the meeting that we would not
be allowed to have a meeting, and we went down early, desiring not to

have any difficulty, to have the meeting early.
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PROPOSITION OF COMPROMISE FROM DEMOCRATS.

There was a proposition made to us by W. W. Humphries, that if we
would put Judge Simms on our ticket in place of Judge Lyon we should

have a fair election, and if we did not do it the proposition was that we
should not vote at all ; and that, if we did beat, the votes should not

count us ahead.
That was made known to me about Sunday, and we had a little caucus

together, consulting together whether we should do this to secure peace
on election-day, and we submitted it to the club. It was submitted by
another person, and he had spoken about four words just to recommend
it to the colored people as the means of securing peace for the election

on the next day, when just at that juncture the lire broke out.

WITNESS AGAIN WARNED.
They tried to prevent me from going to the fire. I told them it was

right at my house, and perhaps my house was on fire, and I knew it

was near there. When I got there I found it was not on fire, but I went
to work to get my family and as many of my things out as I could, and
took out some furniture, and handed some water to some men on the

house ; and then a young man came to me and said, " They will kill you
when this fire burns low."

EACH OF THE REPUBLICANS LOOKS OUT FOR HIMSELF.

Then I went away back over to the school-house where the colored

meeting was held, and made a motion to adjourn. We then adjourned
the meeting, and each man looked out for himself.

The next morning I expected to go back up town, and a man came
and told me that there was four men killed, and that he did not think
it would be safe to go back there ; and I went out in the country
«,bout four miles, and staid until Saturday after the election ; and that
was on Monday night.

THE MAYOR SAID IT WAS BEST FOR ME TO GO AWAY.
Saturday after the election I came to Mr. Billups, the present mayor,

and asked him, could he protect me as a man and as an officer of the

county. He said he would do what he could, but it would be best for

me to go away some wher(> for a while, until the feeling died out ; that 1

would be in danger to be there, and that it were best to go away ; and
I done so.

That I believe, sir, is about the substance I know about it.

FOUR NEGROES MURDERED.
Q. On the night before the election this fire occurred ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. You say there were some men killed that night ?—A. Four men
were killed.

Q. White men or black men ?—A. Black men.
Q. How were they killed ?—A. They were shot, so I was told ; I did

not see them.
Q. Was there any unusual disturbance at the fire or arising in any

other part of the town, prior to that or afterward ; what occurred, and
how did it occur '?—A. The shooting was described to me by a young
man on Saturday morning when I came in early, and he said that each
man was running to the fire, and they had a fire company there, and just
iu that time the fire was in this way they said there was another fire

back behind ; and they said that each man that was carrying water

—

some one said, •' Drop your buckets, boys, and get your guns." They
said each man put down his bucket and every man run for his gun.
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HOW THE MEN WERE KILLED.
An old colored man who was there at the time said that they said^

" Let's go and kill the niggers;" and he just broke off to the woods, and
did not stop until he got about a mile and a half from town out in the
woods.
About that time I presume the killing commenced, but I cannot say

because I was not there, but there were four men killed in different
parts of the town during the night. One I understood was killed be-
tween 9 and 10 o'clock, another one was killed a little later, about 13
o'clock, a third was killed just about the dawning of day, and another
one was killed a little after daylight.

Q. Were there clubs organized by the democrats in your town and your
( ounty during that canvass ?—A. O, yes, sir.

ARMED DEMOCRATIC CLUBS.

Q. What was the character of that organization ; were they armed I—
A. I don't know that it was an armed organization. There was what
was called a young man's club, and the regular democratic club. The
young men had a club, and most all of them were members of two or
three diflerent companies, and those, they had their guns that were
imported to them.

Q. At what meetings did these men attend with cannoo ; did not you
say that they attended the meetings frequently and with cannon ?—A.
They had cannons and pistols with them just like artillery.

Q. Who had these?—A. The white men, the democratic club; and
they would have meetings out in diflerent parts of the county and invite
all the persons there, and would carry their cannon out at the meetings.

NEGROES NOT TO VOTE UNLESS THEY VOTED THE DEMOCRATIC TICKET.

Q. Do yon know of any particular instance of intimidation during the
canvass to the voters ?—A. I don't know of any, to my personal knowl-
edge. There was a great many said plainly that we should not vote
except we voted the democratic ticket; that if we did not vote that
ticket we should not vote at all ; if we voted the republican ticket they
would throw us out of employment.
On the day of the election, I understood—I did not see that, I could

not say positively—that some were taken to the polls and forced to vote
that way; that men had arms in their hands at the time. One man
would stand by another man, take his vote, and put it in. That is what
parties told me.

Q. Have you any knowledge of the manner in which the canvass was-

conducted in any other county than yours ?—A. I visited several other
counties—Colfax County—that was conducted on the same order ; it i&

called Clay County now
; and in the county below there, Koxubee

County, it was very much on the same order. I do not think they had
any cannon there, as far as I know, but in Colfax they had a cannon,,
and here they had a cannon—very much on the same order there.

Q. In Monroe County?—A. Yes, sir. I had invitations to speak
about among the colored people, and I was called on to make speeches
in different places.

NO DISTURBANCE AT REPUBLICAN 3IEETINGS.

Q. Were there any disturbances at meetings at which you were called

to address the colored people ?—A. No, sir ; I don't think we had any
disturbance prior to the election.

Q. Are there any other facts you can state in regard to the election ii>

your own county or elsewhere ?—A. I don't know that there is. In our own
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county, it may be proper that I should state this in reference to our can-
vass there: they canvassed very vigorously, and a great deal of it

seemed to be entirely opposed to the principles of the republicans, and
a great deal of it against me as an iudividaal.

I was nominated by the unanimous vote of the convention as sheriff,

and when I was nominated the people seemed to be very well pleased
with it ; bat afterward along in the canvass they seemed to be consid-
erably opposed to it.

A CONFERENCE MEETING TO SECURE A PEACEABLE ELECTION.

We had a meeting—we had so many threats of violence, we wanted
to avoid any difficulty if possible, and we had a meeting at the court-
house. Dr. Lipscomb and Judge Simms, the candidate on the demo-
cratic side, were invited to speak, to see if they could suggest some plan
by which we could avoid any collision on the day of the election. He
and Dr. Lipscomb spoke, and 1 had a few words to say myself; and, as
the whole objection seemed to be against me, I made a statement to the
meeting that if by my forbearing to exercise the elective franchise, or
hold office in any way, would be the means of reconciling the white and
black men, so that we could have a peaceable election, or be at peace
afterward, I would forbear to hold office, or forbear to run for office, or
even vote as an individual, if by that means I could secure the peace
and harmony of the two races in our county.

DEMOCRATIC "CONCESSION"—ONLY WAY TO SECURE PEACE WAS THAT
REPUBLICANS MUST NOT VOTE.

He spoke afterward, and said that was the only way. I asked. What
could we do? was there any concession that we could make that would
secure peace and a quiet election ? and he said the way we could have
it was by abstaining from voting altogether.

Of course I could not concede that for others than myself, but I was
willing to forego any sacrifice as far as I was individually concerned,
but I could not do anything for other persons ; and 1 believe I told him
in the speech I made that we were now simply asking—we used to ask
for life and liberty, but now, if we could just be spared our lives, so as
we could go peacefully along, and be permitted to enjoy our lives as men
and as human beings, we would be satisfied with that.

Q. You mean the colored people?—A. Yes, sir; 1 was speaking then
from that standpoint ; and he said there was no danger to our lives and
there was no danger to our liberties ; and he criticised me very severely

for saying that thing, as reported in the Declaration, that we were en-

titled to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.
After the election I came home. He was my family physician, and

he came in to see me on some business ; and I told him that he was
certainly mistaken about there being no danger of my life. I said to

him, " Why, doctor, they hunted me like they would a rabbit." He said,
" Yes;" that he was mistaken in reference to the desire of the democrats
to deprive me of my life. He is a very honest, honorable gentleman,^
and I believe sincere in what he said. He said he was mistaken in ref-

erence to the temperament of the people at that time.

A VIOLENT CANVASS—NEGROES WOULD LEAVE THE COUNTY IF THEY
COULD.

It was the most violent time that ever we have seen ; and there is

such widespread dissatisfaction now with the colored people in our
county and the adjoining counties, that if there was anywhere to-day
where we could feel that we could go, I don't believe that in ten days
from this day there would be fifty in Lowndes County out of eighteen or
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twenty thousand colored people there. The dissatisfaction is so great,

and they feel so generally dissatisfied, and so very apprehensive, that

they would be willing to forego any sacrifice apparently where they
could feel safe in their lives. That seems to be the general feeling.

Q. What is this apprehension that you speak of, and what produces
this dissatisfaction ?—A. Well, the last canvass was conducted with
such violence; and there was the murder of these men in the streets in

Columbus, and unprovoked ; as we believe, without any provocation on
their ijart ; no threats made from our side that we know of at all ; and
taking every precaution to avoid that, and then seeing men just ruth-

lessly murdered, why we just feel that we have no protection for life,

and that causes a dissatislaction.

Q. Does that feeling extend to the masses of your people in your
county ?—A. Yes, sir ; I can assure you it does, and I think I can
safely say in the State. I know it does in our county.

Q. And you think it extends throughout the State I—A. Yes, sir ; I

know it does in our county and in the adjoining county of Oktibbeha,
where they have had no real disturbance. They have had a very large

meeting there since the election, and voted almost unanimous in favor

of emigration, if they could only find anywhere to go where they could
feel safe in their persons and property, or even in their persons. That
is the general feeling in Lowndes County.

Q. During the canvass, and up to and including the day of the elec-

tion, was that feeling prevalent among your people !—A. No, sir; we
felt apparently safe up to that time.

A WHOLE RACE OF PEOPLE LYING OUT OF DOORS FOR A MONTH EVERY
NIGHT.

Q. Did this feeling arise during that canvass from causes that trans-

pired during that canvass ?—A. Yes, sir ; from the threats and the vio-

lence perpetrated ])nor to the election and at the election and since the
election ; that has produced it. You can imagine yourself—a whole race
of people, twenty or thirty thousand, lying out of doors for a month
every night ; men, women, and children—you can imagine yourself the

state of atiairs there.

Q. Lying out away from their homes ?—A. Yes, sir
;
going out of

their homes every night ; and finally some of the white persons, where
they were on their places, would insist on their coming back. Men,
women, and children just went right out in the woods, and felt that

they were only safe in that way.

COLORED REPUBLICANS COULD NOT VOTE.

Q. Do you say that this feeling of fear and apprehension of injury

and loss of life prevented tlie colored people from voting on the day of

the election, or compelled them to change their votes from their natural
preference, the republican to the democratic party ?—A. Well, yes, sir

;

it did ; it compelled them to vote the democratic ticket, or not vote at

all, in many instances. Very few in our city voted at all, but some
voted the democratic ticket; but a good many would not vote at all,

because they felt that they could not vote according to their own de-

sire, and they told me that they would not vote at all. They came in

town witii the intention of voting, but finding that they could not vote
the wi\y they chose they went back.

RELATIVE RACE POPULATION.

Q. What is the relative population of your county, white and black ?

—A. About two-thirds.
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Q. Two thirds colored and one-tliird white?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Are the colored people generally republicans ?—A. Yes, sir.

NOT TWENTY COLORED MEN WHO WOULD VOTE THE DEMOCRATIC
TICKET IN THE COUNTY^

Q. What proportion of them do you suppose are not ?—A. I do not
think that it can hardly be apportioned. I do not suppose that voluntari-

ly, without intimidation, there is more than ten or ht'teen in the county
out of four or five thousand colored voters. Our county has been changed
a good deal there, and I suppose the vote is about thirty-five hundred to

four thousand votes—a little over that. I dou'c think that there is more
than, at the outside, twenty colored men who would vote voluntarily,

in the county and in Columbus, the democratic ticket.

BUSINESS OF THE WITNESS.

Q. What business are you now engaged in, and have been during the

last year ?—A. For six or seven years I have been selling goods.

Q. In Columbus'?— A. Yes, sir.

Q. Have you any property there ?—A. Well, yes; sir, I have had some,
but I have got very little there now.

Q. What property had you there ?—A. I had land, a house—a dwelling-

house—and a farm. I owned at one time between eleven and twelve

hundred acres of land, and four or five lots in town, a dwelling-house
that I suppose was worth $3,000—but property depreciated so—a store

and house that was estimated between eight and ten thousand dollars. I

suppose I had l)etween eighteeeu and tweut}' tliousand worth of prop-

erty.

Q. What would be about your stock of merchandise annually?—A.
For the last year or two I have had a very small stock, but prior to that

time it ranged from three to five thousand dollars.

CONDITION OF THE COLORED PEOPLE IN COLUMBUS.

Q. Do you know the condition with respect to the property of the

colored people in your town ?— A. Yes, sir.

Q. What is that generally, as near as you can state ? Give us a gen-

eral statement in regard to their condition.—A. I suppose that all the

old settlers, that is, the people who lived in Columbus prior to emanci-
pation, own their property.

Q. The colored people ?—A. Yes, sir ; I suppose there is at least one
hundred houses or more owned by colored people. I don't know the

value of the property, but I suppose that property in the city owned by
colored people would not fall under $100,000, at a reasonable valuation.

Q. Is that distributed among a considerable number of them ?—A.
Yes, sir; I suppose it is distributed among one huudred and fifty per-

sons.

Q. Owners of houses and land ?—A. Y'es, sir.

CANDIDATES AT THE LAST ELECTION.

Q. What candidates for the legislature were elected in your county ?

—

A. Those that were said to be elected were democratic candidates.

Q. How many of them were they?—A, Three.

Q. Three members of the house of representatives?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Were they all democratic ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Had you a senator ?—A, Yes, sir.

Q. Does your county have a senator ?—A. Y'es, sir ; our county has a

senator. Judge Simms ran from Lowndes County, and a man named
Barry from Colfax County.

Q. Were they both elected ?—A. They were both said to be elected.
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Q. Were they both democrats ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And the whole democratic legislative ticket was elected there ?

—

A. Yes, sir ; that was what was said.

RELATIVE VOTE OF THE PARTIES IN LOWNDES COUNTY.

Q. What was the usual vote of your county as between the two par-
ties prior to that?—A. Our majority was usually between 2,000 and
2,500. I think the white vote was about 1,500. There are 6,000 votes
as near as I can remember as to the whole number, and the white vote
is 1,500. .

Q. Out of the 6,000^?—A. Yes, sir; out of the 6,000. The county
has been divided, and I could not come at it exactly ; but that is very
nearly what they say is there.

WITNESS DID NOT DARE TO VOTE.

Q. You left your home and the town on Monday night preceding the
election ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And you did not vote on election-day ?—A. No, sir.

Q. And did not return to your home until the following Saturday ?

—

A. Ko, sir.

Q. And then absented yourself again '?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. How long did you remain absent?—A. I went to Jackson and
staid until the next Monday.

Q. W^ere those absences enforced through fear of personal injury or

sufieringto yourself?—A. Fear of death, and the advice of the mayor to-

do so on account of

Q. Did you fear this from white persons?—A. Yes, sir; exclusively.

Q. Of what party ?—A. The democratic party.

DR. LIPSCOMB'S SPEECH.

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. Where was this speech of Dr. Lipsicomb's made ?—A. At the
court-house.

Q. When ?—A. On Wednesday night preceding the election.

Q. Was it a large meeting ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you hear it?—A. Yes, sir; I made a part of the speeches, and
he made a i)art of them.

Q. It was a joint meeting?—A. Yes, sir; you might call it a joint

meeting.

OFFICES HELD BY THE WITNESS.

Q. What oflBce had you held in yoar county before this ?—A. I was-
a member of the mayor and board of aldermen, and a member of the
senate for six years.

Q. Had you ever been sheriff?—A. No, sir ; the white people almost
unanimously asked me to run, or favored my nomination and election

for sheriff in 1873; but we had a split in our party, and I was defeated
in that year; they favored it in words but they seemed to vote the-

other way.
Q. Y^ou were nominated in '75?—A. Yes, sir; we had a split in the

party in '73 and in '75.

FALL OFF IN THE REPUBLICAN VOTE IN 1875.

Q. How much did your vote fall short m 1875 from what you polled

in '73?—A. According to the report made to the judges of election, the
republican vote must have fallen short about one-half.

Q. Well, what was that?—A. Major Lewis ran for sheriff and myself,
and the vote was a little over 2,000 both together, and he beat me about
28 votes, I think it was, or about 20, 30, or 40 votes.
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Q. Do you mean to say that your vote was 2,000 less iu 1875 than iu

1873 ?—A. Yes, sir ; very near it ; not quite that mucb.
Q. Where did you estimate that from f—A. Tlie number of votes in

'73 and '75?

Q. Yes, sir ?—A. From the registration.

Q. Do you think there were fewer votes registered in 1875 than in

1873 ?—A. In this State we all have to register before we can vote, and
sometimes we have a published list of the registered voters ; the votes in

1873 were between 3,500 and 4,000, that is, the whole vote.

Q. Were they polled 1—A. Yes, sir ; they were polled ; that is, I mean
the republican vote.

Q. What was it in 1875?—A. Something over 2,000, I cannot re-

member exactly, but I think it was twenty-two hundred and thirty-

eight or forty-eight.

Q. You think it was diminished that much ?—A. Yes, sir ; I cannot
state it correctly, because I do not know exactly the number.

Q. It is not so reported in ther tables that we have been looking at;
they do not give any such vote. The republican vote for treasurer, in

'73, was 2,725, and in '75, 2,021 ?—A. There was two running for

treasurer on the republican side.

Q. Y^our party did not poll in '73 more than 2,725 votes for the State
treasurer; and it polled 700 less than that in '75, according to the table
that we have received. The republican candidates were Holland in '73

and Buchanan in '75?—A. Yes, sir; there was no treasurer when
Governor Alcorn ran. • We voted on both sides that year ; there were
two treasurers on the republican ticket, and Governor Alcorn headed
one ticket and Governor Ames headed another ticket.

Q. That is all the worse for your figures, for the democrats polled only
680 votes at that time, and the democrats and republicans together did
not poll so many votes as you state the republicans polled alone.

You say that there were not over fifteen or twenty voluntary negro
democratic votes at that time ?—A. Y'es, sir. I don't think it would
exceed that.

THE FOUR MURDERED NEGROES.

Q. You were not present when these four men were killed ?—A. No,
sir.

Q. You have no knowledge as to who did it, or anything about it ex-

cept hearsay?—A. ISTo, sir; nothing at all.

REPUBLICAN SPLIT AND ITS EFFECT ON THE YOTE.

Q. Was there any split in your party as to your ticket in '75 ?—A.
Yes, sir.

Q. What was it ?—A. We had two sets of officers.

Q. You ran two tickets !—A. Yes, sir.

Q. What did you run two tickets for ?—A. For the county.

Q. For county treasurer?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. For county supervisors ?—A. Y^es, sir.

Q. Any for sheriff?—A. Y'es, sir.

Q. Did your party break up so that the republicans had to run two
tickets ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And the democrats ran but one?—A. No, indeed; they sort of
had half of the republicans.

Q. They joined with one of your tickets ^—A. No, sir ; they had a
sort of a compromise prior to the night of the difficulty and on the night
of the difficulty I believe JiU the democrats went together. Prior to

that'time a portion of the white men who called themselves democrats
fused with the republicans.
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Q. And went and took up one of tbe republican tickets ?—A. Yes,
sir. The republicans of the county had two conservatives on their

ticket, I .believe ; one for treasurer and one for the legislature, Mr. Joe
Lee.

Q. Now let me ask you, was the ticket that was successful one of the
two tickets of your party as first made out f—A. No, sir ; both of ours
were beaten.

Q. And the third, the democratic ticket, was successful ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. A strict democratic ticket ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Were any republicans on that '?—A. No, sir ; no republicans on it.

Q. But there were two republican tickets in the field 1—A. Yes, sir.

[Subsequently Mr. Gleed re-appeared and made the following state-

ment :]

AE]MED MEN CA3IE TO WITNESS'S HOJIE RIGHT BEFORE ELECTION

—

SHOT ALL THROUGH HIS HOUSE.

The night of the fire, along before day, my wife told me that parties

came there—armed parties—in pursuit of me. They shot all through
my house in every apartment. We have but five rooms—six rooms in

the whole house and five in the main building. They shot all through
it_wiudows, side doors, and side lights. They shot a hole, I reckon as

big as my fist, through the chimney in the parlor. The bullet-holes are

there now, about in every conceivable way.

By the Chairman :

Q. How long did you stay when you went down to the fire before

you returned to the school-house ?—A. I think I staid there about five

minutes.

Q. Anything said to you when you were at the fire?—A. No, sir.

Q. Wliy did you go back so soon, then'?—A. A young man told me
that some parties said they would kill me, and 1 thought that I would
run to save my life.

W. r. CONNELL—LOWNDES COUNTY.

SHOOTING AT COLUMBUS.

ABERDEEN, Miss., June 27, 187G.

"W. F. CoNNELL sworn and examined.

PERSONAL STATEMENT.

By the Chairman :

Question. AYhere do you reside ?—Answer. I reside at Mayhew Sta-

tion, Lowndes County.

Q. Is that near Columbus ?—A. Thirteen miles west.

Q. How long have you resided there ?—A. Well, sir, from first to last,

44 years.

Q. Are you a native of this State?—A. No, sir; of Tennessee.

Q. How old are you ?—A. I will be fifty years old my next birthday.

Q. Have you held any office in the State ?—A. I have been assessor

two years previous to this.

Q. County assessor?—A. Yes, sir; county assessor of Lowndes
County. I never held any other office but a county office.

Q. Were you a candidate at the last election for any office ?—A. 1
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was a candidate for the legislature on one of the republican tickets,

known as the Gleed ticket.

Q. You were not elected, were you ?—A. No, sir.

"MEN FEOM ALABAMA"—"HELL TO PAY."

Q. Will you give to the committee such an account as your observa-
tion warrants of what took place in the canvass at the election in your
county ?—A. I was not around in the canvass of the county but very
little; my health would not permit it. I am subject to asthma, and I

had a good deal of it last fall ; and these asthma attacks kept me at

home confined a good deal of the time during the canvass. I did not
hear but one speech, and that was made by Judge Simms at our place

;

but I was in Columbus on Monday, the night previous to the election,

and there was considerable fuss, row, and shooting, and so on there. I

was informed bj^ Mr. Ross Tabb, on Monday night, that there would be
some gentlemen from Alabama—"men from Alabama," was his exi)res-

sion—and there would be " hell to pay " in town, he thought. Tbat
was about supper-time.

"GO TO KILLING NIGGERS."

I went on up to Mr. Worrell's corner, and while sitting there I saw a
fire. I was sitting there with Mr. Dowsing and Mr. McDonald. In a
few moments I turned and looked in another portion of the town to see

whether I could see if there was fire there, and I then turned to go back
to Mrs. Tabbs's, my boarding-house ; and when I got down to Nevin's
livery stable I met an engine comi^any and a hook and ladder company;
and some fellow spoke up and told them to put up their engine and go
to killing niggers. He was a stranger to me, but I afterward learned
his name was Galvin ; he was a brother to Mr. Pat Galvin, there in

Columbus.
NEGRO MURDERED.

I walked up to Worrell's corner and I found Mr. David Blair there
and Mr. McDonald ; and we three were standing talking, and there was
a man ordered to halt right behind us, right across the street, and he
did not halt. Some little conversation and pretty quick words passed
between them, and one was shot. There were two guards, and one ran
down east about thirty or forty yards, and the other one told me to

halt, and I said " W^hy ?" and asked him what his name was; he told
me that his name was Winfield.

Q. Were those men black or white ?—A. I suppose they were white
men.

Q. The man that was shot ?—A. He was a black man ; his name was
John Gordon.

Q. Was he killed ?—A. Yes, sir ; I examined him about half an hour
after he was shot. He was shot just under the nipple on the left side.

That occurred on Monday night. I went over to Mr. Worrell's corner
on the cross street to Mr. Nevins's livery stable, and assisted him in tak-
ing care of his horses, as he is an old friend of mine, and we were often
together.

FIRING ALL OVER TOWN.
About one o'clock I went to bed. I heard considerable firing all over

the town during the night, but I was not anywhere else.

On the next day, which was Tuesday, the election-day, it looked like
Sunday more than it did an election -day in the town of Columbus.
There were no colored men about the town at all ; very few to what
ought to have been there, or usually are at such places on days of the
election.
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Q. Do you know how many colored people bad a right to vote at Col-

umbus ?—A. I think, sir, that beat No. 2 registered about 1,400.

ONE THOUSAND COLORED TOTERS IN COLUJIBUS BEAT.

Q. Is that the Columbus beat ?—A. Yes, sir ; that is the Columbus
beat. I would say, from my own knowledge, there would be about
1,000—between 900 and 1,000 of these colored votes at beat 'No. 2 ; and
there is no other precinct in beat No. 2 except the three boxes in Col-

umbus. It is a small beat, but there is no other precinct, only the three

that are appointed in Columbus.
Q. Do you know how many votes were cast in that beat that day !

—

A. My recollection is, about 700.

FORTY REPUBLICAN VOTES CAST.

Q. Do you know what proportion were republicans and what demo-
crats I—A. I don't think the republicans got to exceed 40. I have got
a list of the votes at home, and a statement of the election. I don't

think, though, that we got over 40 at that beat.

BUT FEW REPUBLICANS PRESENT.

Q. Were there many republicans present in the village !—A. No, sir

;

very few.

Q. How many colored men would you say ?—A. Very few, sir ; I saw
a squad of colored men, and Capt. W. W. Humphrey and myself went
to them and tried to get them to come and vote, and told them that

they should not be intimidated or interfered with in any manner, shape,

or form ; that they should vote just for whom they pleased ; but they
came to the court-yard gate and turned away and went back, and never
came back to vote.

Q. Was Mr. Humphrey, who was with you, a democrat or republi-

can ?—A. A democrat.
Q. Did you see any other colored men that day ?—A. Yes, sir, I did;

two or three came to me and asked me to fix their tickets for them, and
I did so ; and they voted without any trouble or molestation whatever.

SIX NEGROES MURDERED—THE REST RAN OUT OF TOWN.

Q. How do you explain the absence of the colored men from the polls

at that time ?—A. I imagine it was done from the scare that they had
got the night before. There were some six killed, I think, all told, that
night, and the negroes all ran out of town, and went to the swamp, as
I understand, and none of them made their appearance, but very few,

except those who voted the democratic ticket.

THEY WERE JUST LED UP TO THE BALLOT-BOXES BY DEMOCRATS.
There was a good many of them—nine-tenths of them—that voted

there that day, voted the democratic ticket. They were just led up to

the ballot-boxes by democrats and deposited their tickets. I stood by
and saw them go and get them to go up and vote.

Q. Did you see any person shot, except the one whose death you
have mentioned ?—A. I did not, sir.

HOW ONE MAN WAS MURDERED.
Q. Did you observe any conduct on his part, or hear any remarks

made by him, which might have led to his killing?—A. Xo, sir; none
in the world. As he came out of a brick house the guards came up.

As they came north he came out of the house, near the corner, and met
a white man named Winfield, a Dutchman, who had a lamp in one
hand and a pistol in the other. They ordered the negro to halt, and the
negro halted and turned around, as I suppose, toward them, from the
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position he was lying in when I met him. He was shot in the breast
He was ordered to halt and give ui) his pistol, and he said, '' I have not-

got a pistol." He asked him where he was going, and the negro re-

marked something about Judge Orr—he called Orr's name—and the
man tired. That was our circuit judge, and I suppose that he intended
to say something about going to see Judge Orr, or something of that
sort.

SOME GENTLEMEN FROM ALABA:VIA ARE GOING TO REGULATE AFFAIRS.

They then halted Winfleld and asked him where he was going,
and he said he was going home ; and Winfleld went on about his busi-

ness, and they turned around and went to where the station was that
they were to guard that night.

On Tuesday I ate dinner with some gentlemen that said they
were from Alabama, and they said they were going to Butler's brick
church to regulate affairs there. That was at a precinct six miles
south of Columbus. I understood afterward that there were one
or two men shot down there. Colonel Meek was at dinner at
the same time, and the Alabamian spoke to Meek as though he
recognized him, and Meek did not seem to take much notice of him,
and the Alabamian remarked, " God damn you, colonel, you don't know
me to-day

;
you knew me very well last night." Meek said, "O, yes;

I know you very well," and kept on eating his oysters. I did not let on
who I was, but I saw the fellow was half drunk, and I thought I would
draw him out.

THEY ARE ALSO GOING TO CLEAN OUT WHITE RADICALS.

He said he was going down there to kill the God-damned niggers,

and when he had done that he was coming back up here in town to

clean out these God-damned white radicals here in town.
I said, " These white radicals are a pretty nice set of fellows, and if

you do not believe it ask Captain Meek ; he can vouch for them."
I hunted up Judge Simms, the candidate for State senator, and told him

that these men were going down to this brick church, and said to him,
" You and Meek can stop it if you are a mind to. Meek is down at the res-

taurant now, eating his dinner, and you can go down there, and you and
him can keep them from going there." I said, " Those are country ne-

groes that vote down there, and they ought not to be disturbed, as they
have had nothing to do with the trouble here in town."

"THE ANGLO-SAXON RACE WOULD RISE."

Simms replied to me that when such things as firing and burning had
taken place, and it had been set by niggers, the Anglo-Saxon race would
rise; there was no controlling of them.

I said to him that didn't make any difference ; that I did not think
that innocent parties should suffer for what guilty ones had done.
Whether Simms went to stop them or not I don't know ; 1 did not fol-

low him up to see.

FIRING ALL OYER TOWN.
Q. Did you hear any other firing than what you have mentioned that

night in town ?—A. There was a promiscuous firing all over the town.

SAW ONE FIRE—HEARD REPORTS OF OTHERS.
Q. Did you see the fires that night "?—A. I saw one.

Q. How many did you understand were set that night ?—A. I under-
stood that Mr. Curtis's shed was burned and a stable belonging to Mr.
Hale, both of them out-sheds, not of any considerable value. Then I

heard reports that there were ten or a dozen more attempts to set fire,

51 MISS
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but I did not put any confidence in those reports. It is easy enough to

get up such a thing as that, and it never loses anything by telling.

Q. Did the fires appear about the same time ?—A. I think they did,,

on or about the same time; about fifteen minutes apart.

Q. Do you know whether the persons who owned the property have
been compensated for the loss ?—A. I don't know whether they have or
not.

Q. Have you heard anything said about their being compensated !

—

A. I heard that such was the understanding, but I never heard Mr.
Curtis say so and I never heard Mr. Hale say so.

Q. From what source was compensation to come ?—A. It was to come,
I suppose, from the citizens of Columbus, if it was to come at all ; but
I could not say as to that positively. I don't kuow anything about that
that would be reliable.

Q. Do you know any fact which tends, in your opinion, to show by
whom the fires were set?—A. I do not. I know nothing of the origin

of them in any manner, shape, or form.

THINKS THERE WAS SOME FRAUD ON THE PART OF THE REGISTRARS.

Q. Is there anything else that occurs to you that you think the
committee ought to kuow '—A. Nothing more than the way that our
registration-books were kept. I think there was some fraud on the part

of the board of registrars. For instance, from Artesia, where you break-
fasted, out north to the county-line, they were all solid for Gleed for sheriff

when those parties went to the election; but half their names did not
appear upon the books of registration at all. With that exception, I

don't know of anything else. Their names were omitted to be put down
upon the books ; and, agreeably to the laws of the State, unless your
name is there or you have your certificate you cannot vote. In either

event, if your name was on the books and you had lost your certificate,

by making an affidavit that this is your name you could vote ; but if you
had a certificate in your pocket and your name was not on the registra.

tion-books, you could vote and the clerks of election could register you,

OBSTRUCTION PUT IN THE WAY OF MEN VOTING FOR GLEED.

One-half of the Gleed men were omitted to be put down on the books
of registration. They had their registration-papers, but when they went
to vote they would look for the name of the negro, John Banks, for

instance ; 1 recollect he went to the brick church to vote, and they told

him he could not vote there for the simple fact that his name was not on
the registration-books. He had his certificate, and he came on up to Co-
lumbus, and he remarked to me, " Mr. Council, can I vote here f 1

said, " If you have got your registration-papers you can vote here." It

was within his beat, beat No. 5.

I took him to one of the board of registrars, who were inspectors

at the time in Columbus, and said, "Here is a man that wants to vote;

his name is not on the registration-book ; his name is John Banks." He
looked ou the precinct-book and his name was not there, and then he
looked on the general book, and his name was not even there. He said,

" Have you got your registration certificate!" He said, "Yes;" and
he handed it to him, and he said, " That is all right, I know, for I is-

sued it myself;" and he allowed him to vote.

My brother, who was at Artesia as one of the registrars, said every

one of the Gleed voters had to be voted by aflidavit.

WITNESS THINKS MAJOR LEWIS MANIPULATED VOTERS.

Q. How do you account for that ?—A. By the manipulation of ]\rajor

Lewis, candidate for treasurer on the republican ticket agaiust Gleed
;
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and he did it to carry the election by throwing as many of Gleed's votes
out as possible.

Q. Could he do that without the co-operation of the other members
of the board of registrars?—A. He was not a member of the board of
registrars at all, but I suppose he had two friends on there, and with
them he could manipulate it so as to control the whole thing. I don't
believe that Lewis would hesitate at all to do anything in his power to
carry his point.

Q. What were the registrars in politics ?—A. Two republicans and
one democrat.

Q. Have you in your mind an opinion as to which two of the three
were co-operating with Lewis!—A. Well, sir, I could not say certainly,
but I think it was Eggleston and Sergeant James. Sergeant James
was the deputy sheriff and Eggleston was one of the board of registrars,

and his father was candidate for the chancery clerkship on the same ticket
with Lewis; and I have no doubt, if anybody was up to any such thing,
it was them. Of course it would be more to their interest to do it than
anybody else on the board. That is merely my own opinion, however.

THREE TICKETS IN THE FIELD.

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. How many tickets were running in the county?—A. Three.
Q. Just describe them.—A. Well, sir, there was what was termed the

democratic conservative ticket.

Q. That was a straight democratic ticket?—A. That was a straight demo-
cratic ticket. There was the Lewis ticket, a republican ticket ; and the
Gleed ticket, a republican ticket.

Q. There were two republican tickets and one democratic ticket ?—A.
There were two republican tickets and one democratic ticket.

Q. And between the two the democratic ticket was successful ?—A.
Yes, sir ; was elected.

Q. Major Lewis was running on one of the republican tickets ?—A.
He was running on one of the republican tickets in opposition to Mr.
Gleed.

NAIVIES OF gleed's LEFT OFF OF THE REGISTRARS' BOOKS.

Q. If there was fraud at the registration you seem to suspect that he
was the person who did it ?—A. I think he was the person who was at
the bottom of it. It seems very strange to me that none of the Lewis
mens' names were oif of the registration-books, when at least one-half
of Gleed's men's names were off of it.

Q. Would not that have required the concurrence ofthe entire board ?

—

A. I don't know whether it would or not.

ABOUT THE MURDERS.

Q. Excepting the killing that you witnessed on the street of this col-

ored man that you have described on the night of Monday, do you know
of other cases of homicide that night ?—A. Nothing, only from report.

Q. Do you know the names of the parties killed?—A. One was
named Alick Latham, another one was named Essex Brown—I believe
that was his name—and a negro by the name of Meek ; I have forgotten
his given name. These are the four that I heard of being killed. The
others I did not learn their names.

Q. Have you any knowledge of the persons, who they were at all, or
how they met their death?—A. ISTo, sir; I have no knowledge in the
world, except in reference to John Gordon.
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Q. What do you know of the killiug of those four !—A. I only know
that^the report was that they were killed.

Q. And Gordon you knew something about ?—A. There were three
of us that went to him and turned him over, and laid him out beside
the brick house. Young James T. Harrison was one of the boys

;

Mr. Tom Stiuson was the other. I called their attention to it, and said,

"Boys, there is a dead man there on the other side of the street," and
we went over there.

Q. What do you understand to be the true republican vote in the
county ?—A. We generally considered it to be about 3,500.

PROPORTION OF VOTERS.

Q. How was it then that in 1873 you polled so many votes less than
that ?—A. I don't recollect now. In 1873 the whites did not turn out.

We polled about 3,800 in 1873 ; that is my recollection. Very few white
men turned out in that election, from the simple fact that they did not
have a democratic ticket out at that time. That was the time I was
elected county assessor ; my recollection is that I received 2,800 votes.

Mr. Bayard. There were about 2,700 on your side and 638 on the
other side.

JOSEPH P. BILLUPS—LOWi^DES CJUXTY.

GENERAL CHARACTER OF THE DEMOCRATIC CANVASS.

Aberdeen Miss., June 27, 1876.

Joseph P. Billups sworn and examined.

PERSONAL STATEMENT.
By Mr. Bayard :

Question. Where do you reside ?—Answer. Columbus, Miss.; Lowndes
County.

Q. What is you occupation ?—A. Well, I am a planter, and I am the
mayor of the city. That is my office.

Q. Did you hold the office last fall ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And during the year 1875 ?—A. Yes, sir.

AN EXACTING CANVASS—DIVISION AMONG THE REPUBLICANS.

Q. We desire to know something of the history of the political canvass
in the year 1875, and of the election. Will you state what you know of

the character of the canvass ?—A. Well, the canvass was rather an ex-

citing one. There was a great deal of activity and interest displayed
on both sides, and a great deal of effort brought to bear. There was a
division in the republican party. The republican party in the county
had a large majority, but there was a schism and division, which induced
the democratic party to think that, by active effort, and with this divis-

ion, they could probably succeed in running in their candidates. If it

had not been for this division, I do not know that any particular effort

would have been made. There would not have been any incentive. It

was a triangular fight. It was a three-sided fight in which there was a
great deal of energy and activity displayed on both sides; and you could
not say upon which side was the preponderance of interest and activity,

or bitterness. It was a triangular figlit.

Q. The split was in the republican party ?—A. Yes, sir ; and it induced
hopes on the part of the other side.

Q. The democratic party had a single ticket, and was successful ?

—

A. Yes, sir.
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DEMOCEATIC NEGROES INTIMIDATED.

Q. Do you know, daring the canvass prior to the election, of any acts

oi intimidation or violence against the free exercise of the right of vot-

ing?—A. I do not knovs^, but if I should answer that question candidly,

I would say there has been intimidation, and I could have produced two
or three freedmen who live on my place who desired to vote last fall,

but they were intimidated from voting, and did not vote because they
were intimidated from voting.

DEMOCRATS THREATENED BY REPUBLICAN NEGROES.

Q. By what?—A. By their own race, and they would not vote. They
were told if they voted the democratic ticket they would be killed, and
they did not vote, and were prevented from voting. So they told me.
They apprehended that their lives would be in danger if they did vote.

Q. Do you know of any intimidation of the negro population by the
white democrats to keep them from voting ?—A. I saw nothing of that
at all. It is true I am mayor of the city and ex-officlo justice of the
peace, and was confined pretty closely to the duties of my office, but I

saw nothing of the kind at all.

QUIET AS A FUNERAL ON ELECTION DAY.

Q. On the day of election what was the character of the proceedings
there?—A. Well, sir, it was as quiet as a funeral.

Q. Had there been any excitement preteding that day?—A. Yes, sir;

there had been the night before.

"WITNESS TELLS OF THE MURDER OF NEGROES THE NIGHT BEFORE
ELECTION.

Q. Just describe what occurred on the night before. You are mayor
of the town, and were there?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Describe what occurred there the night before?—A. I don't know
that I could better describe it than by reading a little communication
that I have, to which is attached the seal of the town. It was just

about, I suppose, three-quarters of an hour after dark, and up to that
time there had been no excitemenl at all. And that, I think, would
give a better history of the circumstances, so far as the town was con-

cerned, than anything I could state; and I will read it:

THE mayor's order.

Mayor's Office, Columbus, Miss.,

Nocember 1, 1875, 8 o'clock p. m.

General J. H. Sharp :

In view of the fact that fires are raging in opposite extremities of our town—evi
dently the work of incendiaries—and the unusual excitement which prevails as a con
sequence, I feel that the ordinary police force at my command is inadequate to the
preservation of order and the protection of property. Under these circumstances I feel

that prompt and organized action is demanded, and I therefore request that you should
take command of the militar}"^ companies, which report at this office, and such organi-
zations of citizens as may be found, that the city may be thoroughly policed, and law
and order enforced.

To accomplish the objects above stated, I hereby appoint you chief of police.

JOS. P. BILLUPS, Mayor,
GEN. sharp's report.

Columbus, Miss., November 3, 1875.

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following as a report of my action in obedience
to instructions from your honor to assume command of the military companies of the
city and such organizations of citizens as might be made, to the end that the city
might be thoroughly policed and law and order enforced. I assumed command of the
Columbus Riflemen, under Captain Johnston ; the University Cadets, under Captain
Belcher, and the city fire-organizations, under Colonel Leigh. Such citizens, outside
of these organizations, as olfered their services were placed under Captains Field and
Winston, and one company was mounted and placed under command of Capt. R. F.
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Hudson. Mounted scouts were sent out upon the various roads leading into town; sen-
tinels were placed at various points commanding approaches to the business portion of
the city, at depot, arsenal, railroad-bridge, and various other points particularly invit-

ing to the incendiary. The fire-organizations were kept in readiness in the center of
the city, and a heavy reserve held in hand in the event any organized body of men
should be rejiorted to be moving upon the town. Attempts had then been made to fire

the town at fourteen different places. Armed negroes were hurrying along the streets,

and one squad of twenty, when halted, brought their guns to " ready " and shouted
" Shoot." With a knowledge of these facts, instructions were given

—

1. That no armed person, except such as were friendly to peace and order, should be
permitted to ajipear at large.

2. All persons with guns in their hands, not laboring to protect the town, should be
arrested and brought to the mayor's office.

3. No one should be permitted to come into town unless their character was favora-
bly known.

4. All parties suspected of having in their possession arms, and known to be un-
friendly to peace and quiet, were ordered to be searched, dispossessed of their arms,
ahd arrested.

Under these instructions a number of negroes were arrested and turned over to the
proper police officers. I regret to state that the following negroes were shot and
killed

:

Essex Brown, who was armed, and refused to surrender his arms or be arrested.
George Evans, who attempted to fire, and declared before he died that he was killed

because the guard was too quick and fired first.

Alexander Latham, who snapped his gun at the police and was afterward shot.

John Gordon, shot in the midst of a mob of negroes, before any organization.
The following negroes were wounded :

Frank Meek, found with gun in hand and attempting to escape.
Wife of Essex Brown, wounded accidentally.
Dennis Thatcher, a convict, whose sentence demanded that he should be in jail, was

found at large and refused to be arrested.

Too much commendation cannot be given to the cool judgment and forbearance of
our citizens, who, although they saw their city on fire at two points, and knew the
incendiaries were negroes, yet conmiitted no act of violence upon those of the race who
were in their midst. On the following day, the news of the burning of our town hav-
ing gone abroad, a number of men from Alabama came to our assistance. Deeming it

best that affairs should be quieted, if possible, by our own people, these friends were
assigned comfortable quarters and remained quiet during the day. The following
night, all being quiet, and arrangements for safely guarding the town having been
perfected, I asked that you would relieve me from further duty.

I am, sir, respectfully,

J. H. SHARP.
To his honor the Mayok of Columbus.

THE CONFLAGRATION APPALLING.

Q. Will you state the cliaracter of these iacendiarisms ?— A.. Well, at

one time it was absolutely terrific, appalling. The fire broke out ia

an immense structure which was set ou fire.

Q. State the character of the buildings burned.— A.. One was a ware-
house. I do not know so well about the building myself, but the build-

ing was a warehouse, in which was stored a good deal of corn, and
sometimes was used as a store-house for cotton. I do not know whether
there was any cotton in it, but it was a cotton warehouse and corn-

house. I think that was the first building set on fire. It made an im-

mense blaze.

Q. What part of town was that ?—A. That was in the southern por-

tion of the town
;
just about the time the fire companies turned out in

force. No one suspected what was the trouble at first ; at least until

the fire was discovered in the northern portion of the town.

FIRE SET IN ANOTHER PART OF THE TOWN.

Q. What did that turn out to be ?—A. That turned out to be a stable;

a stable or barn of some kind.

Q. How far apart were those two buildings !—A. More than half a
mile—say half a mile, or a little more than half a mile, apart. When
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the second fire was discovered, and runners came in and reported that

they had put out fires in different portions of the town, there was great

excitement.

Q. What portions of the town were on fire ?—A. None on fire, but par-

ties had come in and reported that they had put out fires.

REPORTED ATTEMPTS TO FIRE OTHER PARTS OF THE TOWN.

Q. Had an attempt been made to set fire to other portions at that

time!—A. That is what I was told. I did not see it.

Q. I suppose they came and reported to you ?—A. Yes, sir
;
parties

came to me and reported that efforts had been made to fire the town in

several other portions ; I think four or fivej that they had put them
out, and sent the servants to put them out.

Q. About what time did the fire occur?—A. Saturday, early in the
night ; say three-quarters of an hour in the night.

Q. After dark ?—A. I think so.

ONE FIRE LATER THAN THE OTHER.

Q. Did these fires break out about the same time 1—A. Well, I believe

that between the first fire, the fire companies had all organized and were
equipped in full force and came down to the first fire, and then the
second fire was discovered.

Q. About half a mile apart 1—A. Fully half a mile apart ; rather more
than that.

Q. So that about those times that the fires took place these attempts
to fire other parts of the town were discovered?—A. Yes, sir; at the

same time.

FIRES CREATED A PERFECT STATE OF CONSTERNATION.

Q. What was the effect of this upon the town!—A. It created a
perfect panic; a perfect state of consternation.

WHAT AN OLD AFRICAN SAID.

Q. Who did they discover had committed these acts of incendi-

arism ?—A. I do not know of any discovery made as to the parties who
did it. I cannot state ; but the next day it was stated to me that there

was a party passing, an old African, who can tell you all about it. I

spoke to him and asked, " Did you know anything about these fires?"

He says, " No, I did not." I said, " Didn't you state to your wife that

you were going home to stay there; that the town was to be fired that

night?" He said, "I did." I said, "Did you state that you would not
be out on the streets on account of that, that the town would be fired?"

He said, " I did." I says, " Why did you think that?" He said he did
not know. I could only get an evasive answer out of him. He stated

that he had told his wife that he intended to remain at home and would
not go out that evening; that the town would be fired and he did not
want to be in the neighborhood. He intended to stay at home. I

asked him if he would not tell me why he thought the town would be
fired, and he says, " I heard enough to make me know that they were
going to set it on tire;" but he would not tell me who.

BODIES OF MEN REPORTED MOVING ON THE TOWN.

Q. I observe that you have stated in your order that this excitement
was prevailing. What did he refer to when he spoke of bodies mov-
ing on the town ?—A. That was the report afterward, during the night
after I had appointed that police ; that there were sundry and divers

men ; there were in the evening organized bodies of men reported as
moving on the town. That was reported to me.
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HAD NO KNOWLEDGE BUT THIS REPORT.

Q. Have you any knowledge of this, other than the report?—A. No,
sir; I do not know. There were at several times reports of parties
moving upon the town, but 1 did not think it ever amounted to any-
thing.

Q. Had you heard threats, or had threats come to your knowledge, of

incendiarism in that town prior to this occasion"?—A. I had.

witness's RECORD OF THE THREATS OF A NEGRO SIX MILES OUT.

Q. To whom had they been traced?—A. I wrote out a few facts, I
have not got it, and could not reproduce it again. There was a colored
man living there some five or six miles from the town, remarked that it

might be that the white people had the arms and the means to carry
the election, and they supposed themselves masters of the situation,

but it was a great mistake. "I can take an ax upon my shoulder, a
torch and dog, and go out 'coOn-hunting, and I will leave my trail

behind me, and make the white people very sick of this business."

Q. Who said that?—A. A colored man, but not to me.
Q. This fact was brought to the mayor of the town?—A. Yes, sir.

"WITNESS TELLS ALL OF HIS INFORMATION ABOUT BURNING THE TOWN.
Q. Did you receive further information tending to show there had

been schemes to destroy that place?— A. Yes, sir; that, and the state-

ment voluntarily made by this old negro, a very unsophisticated nature
and without any kind of instigation, remarked that he had told his

wife that he intended to stay at home that night. This I remember,
and there were others that I cannot recollect of now. Didn't expect
any questions of that kind.

Q. Were you there on the day of election ?—A. Y"es, sir.

Q. Were 5'ou at the polls more than once?—A. Yes, sir; more than
once.

ELECTION-DAY WAS DISTRESSINGLY C.tUIET.

Q. Did you see, when there, any intimidation of colored men, or any-
thing like forcing' them to vote the democratic ticket ?—A. O, no, sir ;

there was none. It was after the excitement of the night before that I

have mentioned had quieted down to a condition i)ain fully quiet. I did
hear some young men, in a jocular way, say, "You must come and vote
with us." It was all done laughingly, with nothing like violence or in-

timidation. It was distressingly quiet, so ft\r as that was concerned. It

was a most painfully quiet election there. I got in a buggy and rode
down the next morning to find a particular body of a man who had been
shot on the night previous. I suppose I must have passed 300 men and
women. Some were sulky and grum and some were sad; and I ad-
dressed all pleasantly, and went to look for the body ; but there was
not the first evidence of excitement that daj', or disturbance.

Q. Were you at the court-house the night before, when Dr. Lipscomb
spoke ?—A. No, not the night before. It could not have been the night
before.

Q. There was a meeting before, and I thought the night before?
Mr, Cameron. The Thursday before, I think.

Q. Did you hear him make a speech just before the election ?—A. I

think he did.

Q. Dr. Lipscomb is here?—A. Yea, sir.

i}. Do you know Ilobert Gleed?—A. I have known him a long time.

GLEED'S CHARACTER.
Q. What is Gleed's character and reputation ?—A. Well, I could not
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say anything prejudicial to him from my personal knowledge. I know
that there are three indictments against him for perjury, and I know
of an indictment found against him for an attempt to kill, and he was
pardoned out before trial.

Q. When was that ?—A. While A. K. Davis was lieutenant-governor.

He was pardoned during Ames's absence.

Q. Before he had been tried ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. For what ?—A. For assault and battery with intent to kill and
murder.

gleed's quarrel with dr. smith.

Q. Upon [whom 1—A. Dr. Smith, a colored man, a black man, quite

black. A good many parties saw it.

Q. What was the cause of the trouble between Gleed and Smith "?—A.
Something personal, I think, about their wives, so far as I could gather.

INDICTMENTS AGAINST GLEED.

Q. Was lie indicted for that ?—A. Yes, sir ; a true bill was found for

an attempt to kill and murder. And I think three different bills for

l)erjury, and that of murder.
Q. When were those bills for perjury found"?—A. They have all been

found within the last three years.

Q. Were they found prior to 1876?—A. O, yes, sir.

Q. What became of them ?—A. I declare I do not believe I could
answer the question.

Q. Had he ever been tried?—A. I could not answer. I do not know.
I know he told me himself, and of course I know it from the sherilfs

office and grand jury office, but Gleed told me himself about it, and
wanted to advise with me about it.

Q. These indictments were found against him under republican rule f

—

A. Yes 5 never less than half and half, as the grand jury is generally

composed of 18. I do not think I ever saw less than half and half.

Q. Of colored people ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. But the county prior to 1876 was under control of that party which
had the appointment of the board of supervisors'?—A. Yes, sir ; that is

so.

Q. So that he was indicted by the people of his own political party?
—A. Yes, I think three indictments. I think so, for perjury.

Q. You say that in this instance he was pardoned by Davis in ad-

vance of trial?—A. Yes, sir; that was one of the grounds of com-
plaint against Davis, that he was pardoning parties previous to trial.

Q. Any charge against Davis for receiving money in this case for this

pardon ?—A. I do not think there was. Gleed came to me and asked
me the value of a certain piece of land. I told him it would be a
difficult thing to give an estimate of it, but finally I did. I said I would
give it to him the best I knew ; and I asked him what object did he
have in putting a price on his property, and he then said one of these

grand jury cases was up. That was in the trial term, about the 1st of

May.
Q. Did he state to you what he was worth ?—A. No, sir.

Q. Do you know what he is worth ? Is he a man in good circum-

stances ?—A. I do not suppose he is worth a dollar in the world. I do
not suppose you could make a pocket-knife out of him.

Q. Have you any idea that he holds a tract of eleven or twelve hun-
dred acres 1

Mr. CAjVIERON. He said that he had that, but that he was worth
very little now.



810 MISSISSIPPI ELECTION LOWNDES COUNTY.

Mr. Bayard. I understood he bad something now.
A. It is under mortgage now, if he has.

Q. Mr. Gleed stated in his testimony, and it was a matter of impres-
sion with him in regard to the mass of the people of his race, that they
felt perfectly insecure in person, and would like to go away from the
State. You are mayor of the city, and come a good deal in contact
with these people, do you not?—A. Very little.

Q. You have lived here how long?—A. Forty-one years.

gleed's late mo\t:ments among negroes.

Q. In this case, what do you wish us to believe in regard to this feel-

ing as to insecurity', as to person and property, in the county of Lowndes
and in the town of Columbus •?—A. I do not think it is a matter which
gave them any concern. I think it is a matter that never occurs to them.
I do not think that it is a matter that disturbs them at all as to their secur-

ity. There were charges, or suspicions, I do not know how well or badly
grounded. I do know that Gleed had been here over the country since

the 1st of January, going out among the different iilantations, and the
negroes have said that he had been trying to create the impression that
the Mississippi bottom was not good for them. I have been told that.

I do not know it.

Q. You are committing magistrate as well as mayor of the city ?

—

A. Yes, sir.

Q. And ex-offieio ^natice of the peace ?—A. Y'es, sir.

Q. In tliis office have you a good many persons brought before you
on charges for minor offenses ?—A. Yes, sir ; all minor offenses.

NEGROES HAVE JUSTICE IN THE COURTS.

Q. I would ask is there not prompt remedy and full remedy to per-

sons or property of the colored people, by the law, in the law ?—A.
Well, sir, I would say with the greatest degree of conscientiousness,
that I have never seen anything to indicate, nothing to justify me in

saying that there was any unwillingness on the part of any citizen to

extend to them full protection in all their rights. If there was a differ-

ence between the white men and the negro or the colored men—any way
you may call it—I have never seen it, and being the weaker side, the
fact is that, as to matters of civil suit, the inclination of the magis-
trate is always rather on their side. As to matters of theft and steal-

ing, and there is a great deal of that in that country—indeed, it is fear-

ful—you then have to look at it a great deal more closely. But there is

no magistrate of any enlarged and liberal order, but in civil suits, mat-
ters involving dollars and cents, would not inadvertently rather lean

to the side of the weak. I give this as a conscientious statement. In
the case of stealing, I would not say so much about that.

gleed's HOUSE FIRED INTO, AND GLEED HIMSELF COMPELLED TO
LEAVE TOWN.

Q. Gleed has stated that on the night of this fire that his house, in

that neighborhood, I think, was perforated by bullets and shot through
and through, and also that he was compelled to leave town.—A. 1 ex-

pect that was true. I do not know, at all, as to the house being shot
through. Gleed had been the moving si^irit; and there was an idea
just as soon as this fire was discovered, just as soon as the suspicion got
out, that it was the result of an organized plan; of course, he being the
high-priest of his tribe, suspicion rather centered upon him. I did not
go near his house, for my duties were not there. I do not think that
he left town ; but I think he stated to me that he was absent certainly
four, five, or six days.
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GLEED'S wife asks PROTECTION OF WITNESS.

During his absence his wife came to me—a most excellent woman

—

and reported that she was afraid to stay at home. I expect his house had
been damaged somewhat; I do n )t know about it. She came to me and
appealed to me for protection. She said her own race were afraid to give

her a room in their houses. They were afraid to do it. Well, she was a
very well-behaved, amiable, inoffensive woman, and I told her she was
not in any danger. Nobody would have hurt her; and we sent her down
to Dr. Lipscomb's house, and she moved down there. I told her that

she would be as safe as my wife.

GLEED RETURNS AND ASKS PROTECTION.

A few days afterward Gleed came in himself, and he asked me
if I would extend to him all the protection that my position as

an officer and mayor of the town enabled me to extend. I told him
most undoubtedly; I could not do otherwise. He asked me if I

thought it would be safe for him to be there, and I says, "You are

as safe right here in the office as I am, and in the day-time you
are as safe as I am; but the prejudice has not been gotten over yet,

and I would advise you to stay away. The feeling is dying away rap-

idly. Mind you, I do not give you that advice officially, for I tell you
right now that I will extend to you all the protection in my power. You
are safe, and nobody will touch you in the day-time nor in sight of an
officer of the law. You shall be protected ; but if you want to know
my advice as a citizen, I would say to you to go away for a day or so.

Your wife is comfortably housed and fully protected."

We had quite a long conversation. I told him, " You are not aware of
it, but your danger lies from your own race.*' That startled him. " How
can that be?" he said. I replied, "You are just like everybody

;
you

have got enemies. I can mention to you half a dozen, and so can you,
that will swear that they heard you say that you were going to have
revenge ; that you intended to get even. You know these rowdy young
men—these negroes about town—they will go to these hot-blooded
young men, and they will swear away your life. They will inflame
these young men against you."

WHAT ROWDY COLORED BOYS WILL DO TO CURRY" FAVOR WITH YOUNG
BLOODS.

Q. Come from people of his own color ?—A. Of course it will come,
and he said so too. "For you know that you can get some of these
rowdy colored boys about the streets who think that they can make
fair weather with these fiery young bloods, and they will swear you said
you intended to get even and intended to sweep this town to ashes."

GLEED NOT CHARGED WITH INCENDIARISM.

Q. As a matter of fact, justly or unjustly, he was suspected of having
been concerned at this attempt at incendiarism ?—A. It has never been
saddled upon him.

Q. I did not ask if it had been saddled upon him, but if he was justly

or unjustly suspected of having been concerned in this thing.—A. It

has been proved upon him that he is about as incendiary in his teach-
ings and speeches as any man in the county—in his doctrines. That
much can be said. I do not know whether that answers the question
or not.

CROSS-EXAMINATION.
By Mr. McMillan :

Q. You were mayor on the 1st of November last ?—A. Yes, sir.
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Q. Did you attempt in any way that night to enforce the law your-
self, as mayor ?—A. O, yes, sir ; I did.

Q. What did you do ?

—

A. Well, I appointed extra police. Of coarse
I did not leave the mayor's office. I did not go ont and arrest parties

;

nor did I leave the office at all and go out and execute any writ or do
any police duty. I did not attempt to do that.

Q. Whom did you appoint on the police—this force you have referred

to, under General Sharp ?—A. I appointed about eighteen men extra
policemen. I appointed them instantly.

Q. At what time?—A. Well, sir, as soon afterward as it could have
been done.

GENERAL SHATIP HAD COMMAND AS CHIEF OF POLICE.

Q. Then did you authorize General Sharp to take charge of the forces

by this order ?—A. Yes, sir ; as chief of police. I appointed a chief of
police.

Q. Was General Sharp a democrat ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Was he chairman of the democratic committee ?—A. I do not
know whether he was then—yes, sir ; I think he was.

GENERAL SHARP WAS CHAIRMAN OF THE DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE.

Q. Dou't you know he was ?—A. Yes, sir ; he was, to the best of my
knowledge, at that particular time. I will say this, however—that Gen-
eral Sharp is not regarded as a democrat of the strictest sect. He is

regarded as a very conservative democrat ; so much so that the radicals

in the party made some war upon him.

NXDIBER OF ARMED MEN UNDER COMMAND OF GENERAL SHARP.

Q. How many men were under his authority that night ? How many
armed men ?—A. Well, I could not tell. I will presume—yes, I suppose
that there were two hundred men, in the neighborhood of two hundred
men—I do not know—I may be exaggerating it at that time. I do not
think probably over one hundred and fifty.

Q. Were they all residents of Columbus ?—A. They were all residents
of Columbus.

Q. Were there any persons from other places there that night ?—A. I
do not think there were that night.

Q. Were there any during that day ?—A. O, no ; not during that day.
I thiak not during that day. I am not positive, but I do not think any
one there except residents of the town, that night.

ABOUT MEN FROM ALABAMA.
Q. Were there any men from Alabama there that night ?—A, I do not

think there were. There might have been a few campers who brought
in cotton, a few parties who came in with wagons with cotton. But I

am not prepared to say that there were numbers, though there might
have been one or two or three or four mingled in the crowd, but not
enough to justify me in saving that there were men from Alabama
there.

Q. Were there no men from Alabama there about that time ?—A.
That night I do not think that there were.

Q. That day or the next?—A. They were there the next night; some
there.

Q. How long had they been there before the next night?—A. I did
not know auything about their being there until the next morning, when
I saw some of them.

ALABAMA MEN IN TOWN ON ELECTION-DAY.

Q. The morning of the election ?—A. Yes, sir; not about the mayor's
office that night.
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Q. I did not speak of the mayor's office ; I mean the town and that
vicinity.—A. If they were I did not know it.

Q. What hour the next morning did you see them ?—A. The next day.
I do not know what time in the day.

Q. You said the next morning-.—A. I think the next morning. They
did not report to me. I had nothing to do with them.

Q. I asked whether they were in town or not ?—A. I think that they
were.

Q. When did you hear of their being in town ?—A. I think I heard of

it next day.

Q. At what time the next day did you hear of it ?—A. Well, say,
along about the middle of the forenoon, I think.

Q. Who informed you of that fact 1—A. I could not tell you. I sup-
pose some of them. I was told by twenty different parties. 1 could not
give the name of any particular party who told me. I was satisfied that

they were there.

WITNESS SUPPOSES THEY WERE ARMED WITH PISTOLS.

Q. W^ere they armed!—A. If they were, I think they were armed
with pistols. I do not remember to have seen a gun.

Q. Were they armed with pistols ?—A. I do not know. I suppose
they were. I suppose they were armed with pistols, but do not know it.

Q. You did not see them when they came there !—A. I did not see
them when they came there.

Q. Do you know what they came there for ?—A. No, sir ; I do not
know. They were not invited, so far as I know. They certainly fiever

were there by any invitation of mine, and I do not know of any. I

never heard of it ; but I suppose that they were there in the interests

of their race. That is just my supposition, just as it would be yours.

THE ALABAMA MEN WERE WHITE.

Q. What race did they belong to ?—A. They were white men.
Q. They were there in the interests of their race ?—A. That is my

opinion, my inference.

Q. And that was election-day, was it ?—A. Yes, sir. I can say this :

I never saw a single one of them anywheres near the polls. I did not
see one of them within two hundred yards of the polls. And my
opinion is that they passed directly through the town and did not tarry

at all. I do not know of that positively. I did not see them again
until the election was over, at night.

Q. Then you know that they were there in the middle of the fore-

noon, or earlier 1—A. I think they were passing through town ; which
way they were going I do not know.

Q. They were there at night ?—A. Y''es, sir.

THEY" WERE MOUNTED.

Q. Were they on foot ?—A. No, sir ; those I saw were on horses.

Q. How many of them were there !—A. I do not know. Men on
horseback you cannot tell ; twenty-five, or thirty, or forty. I didn't pay
any particular attention.

Q. Did they leave their horses in town ?—A. I'es, sir -, their horses
staid in town that night.

Q. That night !—A. Yes, sir.

THEY STOPPED IN THE LIVERY-STAELE.

Q. Where did they stop ?—A. They stopped at the livery-stable, I

think.

Q. Were they entertained in the towu there ?—A. The town did not
entertain them ; they got their suppers.
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Q. I asked if tbey were entertained in the town ?—A. You mean by
the citizens of the town ?

Q. By some of the citizens 1—A. Not that I know.
Q. Where did they put their horses?—A. At the livery- stable, as I

think. I was never there within a square of the livery-stable.

Q. Then you do not know ?—A. No, sir.

Q. You do not know where their horses were cared for and kept?—

•

A. I will state that they were cared for at the livery- stable, though I

never was within a square of them there.

THEIR EXPENSES PAID BY THE TOWN.

Q. Do you know who paid their expenses ?—A. I do not know who
paid all their expenses. A portion was paid by the town.

Q. A portion of the expenses of these Alabaniians?—A. Yes, sir; of

those horses. They reported to the chief of police, and he did not use
them. I think a portion of their expenses was paid. I do not know
about all.

Q. Then they came in and reported to General Sharp, did they ?—A.
That report would tell you more than I can tell.

THEY REPORTED TO GENERAL SHARP.

Q. I want to know if you can say that they reported themselves to the
chief of police ?—A. I do not know that they did.

Q. They reported to General Sharp ?—A. I believe they did. I do
not know. I simply supposed it. He says so in this report, that they
aske'l him if he wanted their services to preserve order. 1 do not know.

Q. You did not see these men until the middle of the forenoon of

election-day ?—A. I say I did not see any of them there until then.

Q. I understood you to say that the circumstances on the day of elec-

tion were painfully silent?—A. Very silent.

Q. And these men reported to General Sharp to know whether he
had any need to use them for the purpose of preserving the peace of the

town ?—A. I did not know what time they reported to General Sharp.

I simply say that I saw them in the middle of the forenoon.

Q. They might have reported to General Sharp the night before ?

—

A. I think they might have reported to him early in the morning.

WITNEESS SUPPOSES THEY REPORTED EARLY IN THE MORNING.

Q. At what time in the morning?—A. They might have reported
early in the morning.

Q. How early ?—A. It may have been an hour by sun, I suppose.

Q. Might not it have been before sun-up ?—A. No, sir ; 1 hardly
thiuk so.

Q. Why do you not think so ?—A. I think I would have heard them
going around. 1 did not hear them.

Q. Were you awake all night?—A. Pretty much.
Q. Where were you during that night ?—A. First in the mayor's house,

and then in my residence.

Q. What time did you go to your residence that night ?—A. I did
not sleep in my oftice that night. I went back about 3 o'clock, and
slept until breakfast-time next morning, I think.

Q. Where did you see these men the next morning?—A. Along the
streets, I did not see any large bodies then.

Q. Then don't you think they might have come into the town the
night betore without your hearing them ?—A. I hardly think so.

Q. You say they did come in an hour after sunrise without your hear-

ing them ?—A. I did not say they did come in an hour after sunrise.
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Q. Still 3'ou say you saw them in the middle of the forenoon, and you
say it was oppressively quiet ?—A. Very quiet.

Q. You think they may have reported, before you saw them, an hour
after sun-up?—A. They did not tarry in towo, as I saw ; did not report

at all. 1 did not see them five minutes, or three minutes.

Q. You say they may have reported to General Sharp an hour after

sun-up?—A. They must have come into town before they reported, of

course. fe^i^^ '^!^

Q. They might have reported to him an hour after sun-up, then, and
you did not see them come into town ?—A. No, sir ; nor did I say they
reported an hour after sun-up.

Q. They might have done so ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Then if you did not see themjcome into town an hour after sun-up,,

then they may have come without your hearing them the night before ?

—A. They could not have come in before 3 o'clock, I think, without
my hearing them.

Q. Did you know every person that came into town that night ?—A.
No, sir ; O, no, sir.

THE TOWN APPROPRIATED MONEY TO PAY' THEIR EXPENSES.

Q. Then you know the town authorities of Columbus made an appro-
priation to pay the expenses of the men !—A. Yes, sir.

Q. How much did they appropriate ?—A. I could not tell you that.

Q. You are the mayor of the town ?—A. Yes, sir ; but 1 don't carry
those figures with me.

Q. You know nothing about it 1—A. The books will show 5 I could not
say with any accuracy.

Q. It was known to the council of the city ?—A. Yes, sir ; composed
of the mayor and board of aldermen.

Q. The mayor and board of aldermen make the appropriations ?—A.
Yes, sir ; its debts are to be paid upon their order.

WITNESS A MEMEiER OF THE BOARD MAKING THE APPROPRIATION.

Q. Then, as a member of the board, you made an appropriation to

pay the expenses of these men ?—A. A portion of them ; I do not know
how much.

Q. How much did you pay, as near as you can state?—A. I cannot
tell you. That is a matter entirely in the hands of the secretary.

Q. You had a vote on it, didn't you ?—A. No, sir. Yes; I do vote in

the council. I never vote unless there is a tie.

Q. You were present and took part in the proceedings ?—A. Y'es,

sir ; I presided over the meeting.

Q. Did it amount to $300?—A. It amounted in that neighborhood,
I suppose. No; I do not know that. The extra policemen, they were-
put in, and I think it included three or four afterward. This $300
must have been for that. That amount included these extra police-

men, eighteen or twenty, for three days, I think. - j . t|

Q. When was the appropriation made to pay their expenses ?—A. At
the first meeting after that. The meeting is the first Tuesday in each
mouth. I suppose it was the first Tuesday after that occurrence—

I

mean the first Tuesday of the next month after this occurrence.

Q. For what purpose did these men come there then ?—A. I say it

was stated to me that they reported to General Sharp as a patrol, to do
any police duty they might be called upon to do.

Q. Then they were part of the police force ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you know who commanded that company of Alabamians ?—A.
No, sir ; I do not.
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Q. Wlio did General Sharp report to you commanded them ?—A.
Ton have all the report he made.

Q. I asked you who he reported as commanding them.—A. He did

not make any report. I have no report except that which you have
there.

Q. I understood you to say that these men reported to General
Sharp ?—A. Yes, sir.

THEY OFFERED THEIE SERVICES AS P0LICE3IEN.

Q. How do you know that fact ?—A. From General Sharp's report

to me that they did.

Q. "What did General Sharp report to you that they reported to

him.—A. He says they reported to him that they were there sub-

ject to his orders; and he did not use them at all ; but, as they came
there, they did report. They came to him and offered their services as

policemen.

Q. Do you know who fnrnished any arms to these Alabamians !—A.
O, no, sir ; I have no more idea than you have. I never heard of arms
having been furnished them.

Q. You did not ?—A. No, sir.

ONLY FIVE NEGROES MDRERED.

Q. How many men were killed on that Monday night before the elec-

tion?—A. I have had no reason—and 1 am satisfied in my own mind
that there were no more—that there were four.

Q. Were they black men '?—A. All.

Q. Were they republicans ?—A. I do not know anything about that.

Q. You do not ?—A. ]S^o, sir.

Q. Were there any white men killed there that night at all ?—A. I

think not; none that I have heard of.

Q. Did you take any steps as an officer to find out who were killed

there that night?—A. O, yes, sir; 1 made diligent inquiry as to who
was killed.

Q. State what steps you took to ascertain that.—A. I instructed the

police to inquire around and ascertain, wherever they could hear of an
instance where there was a dead man or a wounded man, and to

report.

NO INQUESTS HELD.

Q. W'ere any inquests held upon the dead bodies ?—A. None that I

know of.

WITNESS HAS EVERY REASON TO THINK JOHN GORDON WAS KILLED.

Q. Do you know whether John Gordon was killed on that night ?

—

A. No, sir; I do not know. I did not know John Gordon. I suppose
he was killed. I have every reason to think he was killed,

Q. Do you know anything as to the circumstances under which he
was killed ?—A. No, sir ; 1 cannot say that 1 do. If I did, it would not

be evidence before any court.

WITNESS CANNOT RECALL ALL THESE LITTLE MATTERS.

Q. Have you not said some things that would not be evidence before

a court ?—A. Yes, sir. It would be difficult to recall what I heard
about it. I think that the statement that was made to me was, that he

came running out of a saloon—some one who saw him from the oppo-

site side—it was very dark ; he came out and nourished a pistol and
threatened to shoot, and some one said to him he must give up that pis-

tol, and he said he would die first. They were men regularly appointed

to take away pistols, and to keep the peace. But he had been drinking,
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attd flourished his pistol, aud after a time he was fired upou and killed,

I cannot recall all these little matters ; I give it as best I know.

THE CANJfON WAS TAKEN AROUND PEETTT LIVELY.

Q. Was there a cannon used by the democrats during the campaign ?

—

A. O, yes, sir; that was taken around pretty lively.

Q. During the canvass ?—A. O, yes, sir ; carried all around the
county.

Q. Was it mounted ?—A. Yes, sir ; it was mounted—no, it was not
regularly mounted. They had some old wheels from an old dray, on
which they carried it about.

A NEW CARRIAGE AND CAISSON.

Q. Was there a caisson attached ?—A. No, sir.

Q. Has it been since mounted ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q.. On a new carriage ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And a new caisson ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Has this been done lately "1—A. Yes, sir ; this year.

Q. Who paid for that !—A. The cannon was presented by the sheriff;

the mounting of the cannon was paid for by subscription.

Q. By whom ?—A. The citizens.

Q. White citizens ?—A. Yes, sir ; white citizens, or black, or anybody
that wanted to. I do not know that they would apply. I do not know
that the black citizens did, but some democratic negroes may have ap-
plied to, and may have given. I do not know.

Q. It was democrats who had the cannon mounted?—A. O, yes, sir.

Q. Where is it now ?—A. It is in the mayor's grounds, belonging to

the town.

Q. That does not belong to the town?—A. It is not the property of
the town. I will tell what I suppose, if you want to know to whom it

belongs.

CANNON BELONGS TO YOUNG MEN'S DEMOCRATIC CLUB.

Q. 1 ask for facts.—A. I cannot give the facts.

Q. Then just say so.—A. I don't know who it belongs to. I think it

belongs to the Young Men's Democratic Club.

Q, But it does not belong to the city ?—A. Xo, sir
; I never regarded

it as belonging to the town. I could not put it down on the assets of
the city.

ABOUT THE WAREHOUSE THAT WAS BURNED.

By the Chairman :

Q. I will ask you whether you know where the shed or warehouse
stood that you have spoken of, that was burned tliat night?—A. It was
in the southern portion of the town. It was about a hundred yards
from the other large warehouse; aboat a hundred yards; one hundred
and ten yards from Gleed's.

Q. Was not Gleed's house the nearest structure there was to it '?—A.
]S"o, sir ; I do not think so. I may be mistaken, but I do not think so.

Q. His house was pretty near to it?—A. I do not know, but I think
one hundred and ten yards—just a square.

Q. Was not Gleed's house on the same block with the warehouse?—
A. ^0, sir; I think not.

gleed's house ON THE SAME BLOCK.

Q. The same street—the warehouse being on one corner and Gleed's
on the opposite corner ?—A. I think you are right. It was some street

running longitudinal. It may be on that square, but I think not. I

52 MISS
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think I am right. It was on one corner, and Gleed's on the corner on
the oi)posite square. That is my recollection. I recollect pretty plainly

now.
Q. Was it not on the same square ?—A. [Witness, referring to town-

plat,] I think there is a street right here, [indicating on plat.] I am
certain there is a street right there, [indicating.] It is not on the same
square with Gleed's, I think.

Q. That is the warehouse across this street ? [indicating.]—A. You
have got it exactly. There is a street running north and south, and
right here [indicating] is the warehouse, on the north corner of the square,

and Gleed's house is, I think, on the north corner of another square.

I think there is a street running right along there, [indicates.
|

Q. This is the warehouse here, [indicating] and that direction is

north?—A. Yes, sirj and the cotton warehouse is about there, [indi-

cating.]

Q. That is the warehouse, and it is inclosed by iron shutters ?—A.
Yes, sir; there is no openings, I think, on that side of the street.

Q. It was not really exposed to this building ?—A. No, sir.

Q. Was not this building a mere shed of joists and posts, and a cov-

ering over the top of it ?—A. Yes, sir ; but an immense structure.

Q. And the grain that was in it was simi^ly the corn of the season

thrown in with the husks ?—A. Y"es, sir.

Q. The whole thing was not worth more than a couple of hundred
dollars?—A. Yes, sir; it was Avorth more than that. The building it-

self was worth
Q. Gleed's own house was about as much exposed as any other prop-

erty ?—A. Xo, sir ; I think there was a house nearer than Gleed's.

SMITH HAD INSULTED GLEED'S WIFE—SMITH NOT HLTIT.

Q. Is it not within your knowledge that the indictment for assault

with intent to murder was an indictment for an ofiense in an aftair with

this same Dr. Smith who had insulted Gleed's wife, and Gleed called

him to an account for it, and undertook to cane him, or something of

that sort, and fiually a pistol was drawn and Smith was killed or in-

jured? Is not that substantially it?—A. Well, it is in the main cor-

rect; but I do not think it is correct. I do not think the man was hurt

at all.

Q. Perhaps not. That was the nature of the assault. Was not the

indictment for perjury upon this point, that Gleed testified that he
struck Smith when Smith was approaching him, and there was testi-

mony to show, which the jury believed rather than Gleed's testimony in

regard to the matter, that he struck Smith when Smith passed from him;
struck back, instead of striking him as he met him ?—A. I could not

tell you anything about that.

By Mr. Bayaed :

Q. The indictment was found by a grand jury upon which his own
people were in excess ?—A. Yes, sir ; certainly equal in numbers, to say

the least.

Q. Who was the district attorney who sent up the indictment ?—A.
Major Whitfield.

Q. What was his politics ?—A. He is a republican, of course.
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W. W. HUMPHEEY—LOWNDES COUNTY.

GENERAX, APPREHENSION AMONG THE WHITES.

Aberdeen, Miss., June 27, 187G.

W. W. Humphrey sworn and examined.

personal statement.

By Mr. Bayard :

Question. Where do you reside ?—Answer. Columbus, Miss.

Q. How long have you lived there ?—A, I have lived there about fifty

years—ever since I was a boy.

Q. What is your occupation ?— A. I am a i)lanter in Mississippi, and
have been for twenty years.

Q. Did you live there last fall ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Were you there during the political canvass ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Were you at the election ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. What "was the character of that canvass, prior to the election I

—

Witness. In what respect ?

A peaceable canvass.

Mr. Bai'ARD. In so far as peace and good order went, prior to the
election.

A. We had no violence, or disturbance of the peace, or violation of
good order, on that day—at any time on the day of election.

the fire and consequent disturbance.

Q. Before the election there was a fire, and we would like you to give
a description of what happened at that fire.—A. The day before election

it was all peaceable, and calm, and quiet, so far as I know. I was not
in the habit of mixing a very great deal with the young men and boys
of the place, but I live near the center of the town, where I can see and
know of everything that is going on. I saw no disturbance during the day.
About between sundown and dark, or perhaps it was at dark, the time of
the disturbance, there was an alarm of fire given. We frequently have

—

at least have occasionally—those alarms, and I paid no attention to it

particularly, but after the first commencement—in a few moments after-

ward, an alarm was given again from another quarter of the town

;

thereupon I got up and went to the door, and in a short time a third

alarm was given of fire, and then I went out on the street, and I met
men who told me that the town was on fire all around the suburbs. I

immediately went back and informed my family that I mast be absent

—

must go and see about it. I did go. I suspected something wrong, and
I could not conjecture what, and I went back again to the house, and
then went out again, and found the suburbs of the town illuminated in

various parts.

REPORT that the NEGROES HAD FIRED THE TOWN.
It was at once said by somebody that some one had set fire to the

town. I asked, " Who could have done such a thing !" Somebody said,

the negroes were firing the town ; that they thought it was negroes

;

that white people would not fire it. In a very short time, the whole town
was in commotion, and I saw the military companies forming and the
citizens gathering in crowds, very much agitated and alarmed, and I in-

quired what was the matter, and I learned that the suspicion was that
the negroes had fired the town. Whether they done it or not I do not
know. I do not pretend to know, but only tell you what I heard.
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CITIZENS ARilED AND COLLECTED TO GUARD THE TOWN.

And the citizens were collected to guard the town; some with guns and
some with jjistols, some with weapons of various kinds. They were guard-

ing all the passages, the main streets, and the cross-streets, and the by-

ways, and everywhere, and in the mean time the fire was going on. I do
not know how many buildings were consumed that night—probably five

or six, or seven or eight—I do not know, may be more ; I do not know
exactly how many. About that time some military companies were organ-

ized and placed under General Sharp—citizens of Columbus—and I

understood, I was told myself, if anybody called out to me to stop, to halt,

to do so ; for I went out with the company, to assist in guarding the town.

NEGROES SHOT.

Well, they said if I was ordered to halt that I must be certain to do
so, or I would be shot if I did not. Once or twice I was ordered to halt

by one or two or three men in a scjuad, and we always halted. In a short

time, I understood a negro had been shot, and in a short time another,

and perhaps two or tliree had been shot. I inquired why did they shoot

them; th^ reply was that they ordered them to halt and they refused to

halt or refused to make any explanation, and some of them had arms.

HEARS THAT NEGROES DEFIED TWO YOUNG WHITE MEN.

One of the military companies had drums and a fife, I think, and some
one interfered and stopped them, and, perhaps, knocked in the heads of

the drums, and told them to go home, it was no place for them at such
a time to carry drums about ; and I was told that there was one crowd
of negroes that were ordered by two or three young men to halt; that

the crowd of negroes consisted of seven, eight, nine, or ten men; and
they refused, and said they would not do it, and they were all armed;
they said they would not do it, and defied the two young men to halt

them, and drew their guns upon them ; the young men were compelled
to let them i)ass, because two could not contend with ten.

Q. This was while the fire was going on?—A. Yes, sir; the fire was
going on ; I do not know but half a dozen there might have been burn-
ing at the time; may be more. I did not go to examine, except one or

two.
Q. Were you familiar with the town ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you know a man by the name of Eobert Gleed?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you know about where he lives ?—A. Yes, sir.

GLEED'S house, NEAR THE WAREHOUSE, THAT WAS BURNED.

Q. How far was Gleed's house from the warehouse which was burned
(iown ?—A. I do not know ; but a short distance.

Q. Is it in the same block ?—A. It is close by. The town is a little

ragged down there in that portion. It strikes me that the warehouse is

owned by a man named Curtis ; he had a little " nick" of land there in

the square. Perhaps it is a fraction of the square. Gleed's house, it

may be, is upon a cross-street. I not knowr precisely the distance, but

I know the locality.

Q. Was that warehouse entirely destroyed ?—A. No, sir; I do not

know that it was entirely destroyed; but, to tell you the truth, I have
not been there to this day. I never went to examine whether it was
entirely destroyed, but it was burned; whether consumed I could not

inform you.
ABOUT OTHER FIRES.

Q. There were fires in different quarters of the town ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. How far apart, would you judge?—A. The extreme parts of the
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town, this one you have just mentioned, near Gleed's house, was—I sup-

pose it would be a mile and a quarter from the extreme fire at the other

end of the town. It may have been that fire was not so far, or a little

farther.

Q. How many fires did you see burning at once?—A. I think I re-

member as many as six or seven.

Q. Where you saw the flame?—A. Yes, sir; with distinctness.

PEOPLE ^"EEE IN GEEAT CONSTERNATION.

Q. This threw the town in great consternation, did it not!—A. Yes,
sir; the people were in great consternation, men, women, and children

;

we could not conjecture what the matter might be. Xo such thing ever
had occurred before. I asked several men, " What reason have you
to suppose any particular persons are doing this thing? " " Well," some
would say, " the negroes had been making threats to burn the town."

WITNESS HEARD THAT A GENTLEMAN SAID.

Q. Do you know of any action being taken ? Were you ever present

at any hearing in an arrest?—A. No, sir; I do not know of any arrests.

I heard this stated, that a gentleman said that in his neighborhood,
about two miles from town, that on the morning of the day the houses
were fired, some negroes got up in the house, and went out, and said,

" Well, we do not see any fire yet." They werelooking out for a fire—look-

ing out for the town to be fired; but I paid no particular attention to

them ; there were so many things that were said, or talked of, at that

time. I do not know ; the matter did not alarm me. I did not charge
my memory with it.

WITNESS HAS NO DOUBT THAT NEGROES FIRED THE TOWN.

Q. Have you any doubt at all that the town was assaulted by incen-

diaries on that occasion ?—A. I have none at all.

Q. You think that the fires were not casual ones ?—A. I think that

could not possibly have been. You gentlemen can judge as well as I can
of that, whether they were the result of accident or not. They were
evidently by design.

Q. This happened about what time in the night ?—A. It continued
for some time. Think the first was commenced about 8 o'clock, and per-

haps continued until 11 or 12 o'clock. I had been dodging about,

and would occasionally return to my family to see if they were doing
well, that nobody was disturbing them, for the fear was that the women
and children were to be assaulted. That was our apprehension. I re-

member going home between 12 and 1 o'clock myself. I did not go
home until that time, and I was pretty much over the town, and saw all

guarded, every portion, from one end to the other.

Q. That was after the special police were called out by the mayor,
under Colonel Sharp, chief of police?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Were you in town the next day—the day of the election ?—A.
Yes, sir.

Q. Did you vote ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. How long were you at the polls ?

—

A. I was there all day. I was
one of the judges of the election at that box.

PEACE AND GOOD ORDER ON ELECTION-DAY^

Q. What was the character of the election as to peace and good
order?—A. Well, I have never seen an election any where where there

was more perfect peace and thorough good order; not an unkind word
or look so far as I know. There were three of ns; we went down and
opened the polls.
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Q. How many republicans among those who opened the polls ?—A.
They were. 1 do not know whether they voted or not.

ABOUT THE POLITICS OF THE JUDGES OF ELECTION.

Q. I am speaking of judges of election.—A. You want to know how
many judges there were at the election ? I do not remember ; I could
not tell you. I remember Colonel Gibbs was one of them. I was
another; but there was one I cannot inform you now. I do not know
what Gibbs was. I hardly knew what he was ; sometimes he was a
democrat and sometimes I believe a republican. I cannot tell you; I

do not remember the other. I knew there were as many as two ; there
might have been five or three judges. I do not remember.

Q. You had two republican tickets in the field?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And one democratic ?—A. Yes, sir.

NEGEOES VOTED BOTH KINDS OF TICKETS.

Q. Did you see or know of any colored men voting the democratic
ticket that day ?—A. Yes, sir ; early, as soon as the polls were open. I

suppose when the judges and clerks reached the locality where the box
was to be opened, there were some fifty or sixty negroes. I would judge
that there were that many standing around the polls, and when the
polls were opened they did not come in to vote, and I walked out upon
a little platform and said to them that the polls were ready now to re-

ceive your votes if any wish to vote, and I presume that you all wish to

vote. They said nothing, but seemed to maintain a sullen silence ; they
did not wish to come in, and they did not come in to vote. Then in a
short time, say fifteen or twenty minutes, I went out and announced to

them that we were ready to receive votes, and if they wanted to vote to

come in and do so ; that there was nobody to disturb or make them
afraid, and then they commenced voting, and they voted along there
during the day ; and there was not an unkind word, so far as I know,
by any man that day, white or black. I know of some black people
voting, and they voted both tickets there that day. I could not tell you
certainl}' how many votes were polled, but it strikes me—I would not
have you rely upon that by any means—I think about seventy or sev-

enty-five at that box.

Q. What votes?—A. "Well, there were some rei)ublican and some dem-
ocratic votes; some were colored, and some white people.

NO INTmiDATION.

Q. Did you see anybody who was intimidated, or know 'of any one
who was intimidated that day by anybody?—A. Xo, sir.

Q. iiTothing of that kind, to your knowledge?—A. ^o, sir; there was
nothing of that kind there done. If there had been anything of that
kind it would have come to me; it would not have been tolerated, if

attempted. Colonel Gibbs, one of the judges, went out several times
during the day and invited the negroes to come up and vote, but they
Lung back.

ABOUT THE FIRE-COIMPANIES.

By the Chairman :

Q. How many fire-companies are there in Columbus?—A. Two or

three, I think.

Q. How many men in them?—A. I think some forty or sixty, I sup-

pose.

Q. In each company?—A. Yes, sir; I think so.

Q. Are they young men, generall}-?—A. Well, they are: you know
these things are by comparison.
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Q. Under forty, or thirty-five ?—A. Yes, sir j from twenty, tweuty-five,

thirty, forty-five, may be some fifty years old. I do not know.
Q. You say these fires occurred between 8 o'clock and 11 o'clock!—A.

No, sir; the fires occurred from 8 until 9 o'clock, and continued as long
as that.

Q. They were small structures, were they, except the first?—A. None
of the buildings very large; I do not know.

tayxok's house burned.
Q. How large was the largest fire that you saw ?—A. There was a fire

not very far from my residence. I suppose the house that was burned
was forty or fifty feet in length, and eighteen or twenty feet wide; the
material "was pretty combustible. It was a pretty dry time, in a com-
bustible state; but I could not tell any more just how large. I have no
way of ascertaining the dimensions of a fire.

Q. Who owned that house?—A. I am not sure, but I think (I do not
want you to rely upon that, because it is only my impression) that it "was

Taylor's.

TAYLOR AKD HIS FOLITICS.

Q. Who is Taylor ?—A. He is a citizen there.

Q. A wealthy man ?—A. Xo, sir.

Q. What are his politics ?—A. Well, sir, he is a very quiet, unobtru-
sive sort of a man. He -used to be an old whig—a man who hated
democracy—but I do not know, really, what he is since the war. My
opinion is that if he was called on now he would not be what we call a
radical. I do not think he is ; I think I have heard him say he was
not. He is a very quiet man, talking but very little, and you would
have to ask him direct before you would learn, if you should see him.

Q. Did the fire from his house extend to any other property ?—A.
!N"o, sir ; I do not think it did extend to any other property. I think it

only burned them.
Q. Did you see that fire ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. What time did that break out?—A. I think it might have been
8 o'clock ; it might have been half after eight. I do not know the time.

Q. How long did it continue to burn ?—A. Until it burned the house
down.

DID NOT SEE 3IILITARY C03IPANIES, BECAUSE HE WAS GUARDING HIS
OWN HOUSE.

Q. How loug?—A. Perhaps an hour and a half; maybe longer than
that. We were in such a state of consternation that we took no note

—

at least I did not.

Q. Were the fire companies there?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Both of them ?—A. I think so—at the fire ; I do not know. I did
not go around to the fire.

Q. It was near you ?—A. Yes, sir ; I suppose 250 yards,

Q. Could you not see whether or not the companies were there by
the shouting and the noise of the engines ?—A. I might have seen, but
1 was guarding my own house a little.

Q. You did not see, then?—A. No, sir.

Q. Were you on the street that evening, and did you see the military
companies out?—A. I do not remember my being on the street w^hen
they were there.

Q. In the evening, I mean ?—A. I do not remember whether I was on
the street then or not.

Q. After the alarm of fire ?—A. I was on the street, but it was mostly
around about my house, or in the neighborhood of my house.
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Q. Did you or not see military out that night?—A. I did not see the
military out because—though I could have seen them—because I was
hanging around my house.

Q. Besides this house of Taylor's what other fire did you see that

night?—A. I do not know the owner of the house. I think the ware-

house was owned by a man by the name of Curtis.

EUT HE SAW SIX FIRES.

Q. Did you see any other fire that night ?—A. I saw several fires. I

saw as many as six.

Q. What other building did you see burned that night ?—A. I cannot
tell.you what building was burned.

Q. I did not ask whose building, but what other building anywhere?

—

A. There were out-houses. I seen some out-houses; perhaps there
might have been a stable or two that was burned. I have not been
to the localities since to see.

Q. You say you saw five or six, seven or eight, and there might have
been more?—A. I did not say eight tires; I said six or seven ; I still

think so.

Q. How many fires did you see that night ?—A. I told you five or

six or seven.

Q. But you cannot name any other than those two specifically ?—A.
I could if you asked me what square. I carfnot tell you the building
nor whose building. I cannot tell you that. 1 do not know. I am not
sure that the house that was burned belonged to Taylor. I may be
mistaken about that.

DOES NOT KNOW THAT THE FIEE-COMPANIES WERE OUT.

Q. Do you know whether the fire-companies were out there at those
fires that night—at any of the fires !—A. I do not know where the fire-

companies were ; 1 could not tell you. Perhaps you may find witnesses
who can tell you. I do not know.

Q. You do not know whether they were at any of the fires ?—A. I

think so. I only judge of that by the hallooing, and parade, and the fire-

men shouting, that I heard going on, but I did not go where they were.

Q. If there had been any one's property besides the Curtis and Taylor
houses, of any considerable value, would you have known it ?—A. I

should have known of the houses—that some one had lost a house.

Q. Were not the rest of the fires of property of very little value, or

material that had no commercial value—mere rubbish and refuse ?—A.
I do not think they were very valuable places, but if it was all a man
had he might think it valuable ; but I do not think they were very val-

uable otherwise.

NEVER HEARD GENERAL SHARP EXPRESS AN OPINION ABOUT THE
FIRES.

Q. Have you ever heard General Sharp express any opinion as to how
these fires originated ?—A. I have not.

Q. He never said anything about them 1—A. I think not.

Q. Has anybody ever been prosecuted—any complaint entered against
anybody ?—A. I cannot answer that question.

Q. Have you known of any ?—A. I do not know ; I may have ; I would
not be positive about that.

Q. You say there were about 75 votes i^olled at your beat where you
were one of the judges ?—A. I think about that many.

Q. What is the usual number at that beat?—A. I have not been pre-

siding there at that box before, and I do not know the number. I have
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not taken any notice of the number of votes polled at any particular

beat. I could not tell you now how many votes were polled.

Q. You do not know how many judges were with you presiding?—A.
Either three or five ; I do not recollect.

Q. Of course you cannot give the names of them ?—A. I know Colonel
Gibbs was one, and I think a black man ;

I think so.

so:me ballots thrown out.

Q. Were some ballots found in the box that were rejected, by the
judges ?—A. After the balloting was about over, and we were about
ready to count the ballots out, somebody said to me that—I think we
had commenced counting—that they had found two or more tickets

where there should have been but one.

By Mr. Bayaed :

Q. Double tickets, you mean?—A. Yes, sir; just double tickets, I

mean, and we threw them out. I was told to take them out, and they
were thrown out; I think something like two or three. I do not believe

that there were more, and my surprise was how these double tickets

could have gotten in there ; because I am sure I was there attending to

what was going on during the day. They were thrown out, and when
we came to count the registered votes the tickets corresponded exactly,

and I never thought of it afterward.

H. W. LE\YIS—LOWXDES COUiN^TY.

CHARACTER OF THE CANVASS FOR PEACE.

Washington, July S, 1876.

HiRA^i W. Lewis sworn and examined.

PERSONAL STATE3IENT.

By the Chairman :

Question. Where do you reside?—Answer. My last place of residence
was Columbus, Lowndes County, Mississippi.

Q. When did you leave I—A. I left there with my family on the 18th
of last May.

Q. How long did you reside at Columbus ?—A. I resided in Lowndes
County from March, 1868, till last May ; in Columbus five years.

Q. Were you a native of that country ?—A. No, sir.

Q. From what place did you go there ?—A. I went there from Tiffin,

Ohio.

Q. Were you in the Army %—A. Yes, sir.

Q. In what capacity ?—A. A private.

Q. During your residence in Lowndes County did you hold any offices ?

—A. Yes, sir.

Q. You may state what they were and when ?—A. I was a member of
the legislature of 1870 and 1871, and was elected sheriff of that county
and tax-collector in 1871, and re-elected in 1873, and held that office

until the 1st of last January.
Q. Were you a candidate for election at the last State election ?—A.

I was.

Q. For sheriff?—A. Yes, Sir. During the last two and a half years
I was also one of the editors of the Columbus Press, at Columbus.

Q. You may state to the committee what circumstances occurred in
Lowndes County, during the canvass, affecting its character for peace.
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PROPORTION OF DIFFERENT VOTERS.

A. The history of that campaign, in brief, is this: The registered voters

of the county, by the examination of the books as well as I could examine
them—they were in some disorder—were about 4,800 colored, and of

whites about 1,300. There were of white republicans in the county pro-

bably 40. Of the colored men there were, previous to the last campaign,
probably never over 25 votes counted with the democracy.
We were divided some in that county—the republicans were—there

were two factions of the party. In one, Mr. Gleed, a colored man, was
a candidate for sheriff. He led one ticket. I was candidate for sheriff

upon the other ticket. It was the same way in 1873, when I was elected

the second time.

THE LEWIS REPUBLICANS HAVE A CONFERENCE WITH THE DEMO-
CRATS.

We started the campaign quietly, and everything seemed to be peace-

able and went on as well as usual up to within two months or six weeks
before the election. Some members of the democracy came to myself
and other leaders of our division of the party about that time and wanted
to make a comi)romise.
We saw that the campaign was becoming very warm in other

parts of the State, and there was a good deal of violence and blood-

shed, and in order to protect ourselves as best we could and keep
the party as well in hand as possible we thought that it would be
better to place some of their most liberal men upon our ticket; and
we met them in conference, the chairman of their committee and other
leading democrats, and they made a proposition that if we would j^ut

upon our ticket a treasurer, assessor, and two members of the legisla-

ture, out of a list of men which they should furnish us, they were
certain that the best element of the whites, the property-owners, and
intelligent men—the liberal-minded men—would succeed in defeating
any nomination by the democracy, and that they would support our
ticket.

We told tbeni that we did not believe that we could carry that all

through ; we did not think that we could induce our party to give up
two members of the legislature on the ticket, but we might give one,

and two officers upon our county ticket.

They told us to do the best we could and they would do the best they
could to control the action of the party.
We therefore placed upon our ticket for treasurer Robert E. Spiers,

and Mr. Richard Hazelwood for assessor, and we nominated for the
legislature Col. Joseph E. Leigh.

THE DEMORATS NOMINATE A FULL TICKET.

The democrats had a convention, and these men I think did all they
could to control the action of that convention and to defeat any nomina-
tion being made ; but the Bourbons, as we called them there, the hot-

headed element of the party, controlled the convention and put a full

ticket in the field.

Then began a very vigorous campaign. They organized what was
called the Young Men's Democratic Club of Columbus, composed of
young men, perhaps all un<ler thirty years of age, and they held meet-
ings at the court-house. They made very incendiary speeches there,

two or three nights in the week right along.

THE DEMOCRATS SEND TO NEW ORLEANS FOR A CANNON.

They sent to Kew Orleans and got a 24-ponnd cannon to fire, and
they organized meetings in different parts of the county, and pro-
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ceeded there accompauied by their speakers and some thirty or forty of

these young men on horseback, with pistols strapped about them in full

view, which they would fire along the road coming and going. They
took the cannon in different parts of the county by rail and fired it off

from a platform-car. It was too heavy to transport along the highway,
so they took it on the cars only; and they fired it also in the city fre-

quently evenings, and it got up a good deal of intimidation among the
negroes. We saw at once that they were becoming very much demoral-
ized. The party was thoroughly organized in clubs, and we kept af

work and made speeches to the clubs all through the county, and still

hoped that we should have a fair election.

DEMOCRATS PROMISE A FAIR ELECTION.

These men who had failed to defeat the nomination, still pledged us
to do all they could to secure a fair election, and we were under the
belief that when election-day came we would probably have a fair elec-

tion; that they would only do what they could to frighten the negroes
up to the day of the election, and that they would then cease their

efforts and we should have a quiet election. We relied in that matter
somewhat upon the pledges of General George, the chairman of the
State democratic executive committee, made to Governor Ames. We
were going along finely in that way until a day or so before the election,

Saturday night, I think it was before election, when the democrats took
down one of the men they were running for legislature and nominated
Colonel Leigh, who was on our ticket. That seemed to stop the efforts

of the liberal democrats to keep down the hot feeling and to neutralize

their efforts to a great extent.

ANOTHER CONFERENCE—SPECIAL DEPUTIES APPOINTED.

We had a conference, however, with the chairman of the democratic
committee Sunday evening preceding the election, and with other

leading men—conservative men, as they called them—who had been,

encouraging us ; and we appointed a large number of that class of

men to go to keep watch of the ballot boxes in the county, as

special deputy sheriffs, and see that the voters should be protected

;

to see that the hot-heads, the young fellows, should not override them,
and that there should be a fair count. These men were selected and
put upon a list, and everything was arranged for them to start there

early on Tuesday morning, to the different beats in the county, to serve
in that capacity.

NO APPREHENSION OF SERIOUS TROBLE—NOTHING MORE THAN OUT-
HOUSES TO BE BURNED.

On that evening, however, in discussing the matter, the chairman of

the democratic committee stated that he did not think there was very
much going to be done. There was some little discussion between him
and some others, and he remarked that he did not think there was any-

thing going to be done, only the burning of a lew privies or something
of that kind. He had in mind, I i^resume, the mayor's election of the
year before, in which, while the counting was going on, they had set fire

to some privies and then raised the cry of fire, and ran over the polling-

boxes with the fire-engine; and he said he did not think these young-

bloods were going to do anything more than set fire to a few old privies

or something of that kind. However, we apprehended that there would
be something of the kind, either in the counting of the votes or before

the election.

THE GLEED CLUB ASSAULTED.

On Monday night preceding the election, the Gleed club, which had
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its headquarters at our end of the town, started down to get their tickets,

to be distributed at the lower end of the town, at the school-house, and
they started down with their drums beating. When they got to Hatch's
corner, the center of the town, and were beating their drums, they were
set [upon by some of the young white democrats, and the drum-heads
were cut out, and a general stampede followed.

THE ALARM OF FIEE.

• Perhaps thirty minutes after that, I heard the cry of fire. I ran up to
the balcony upon the second story of my house and looked to the south
end of the town, and saw a large blaze springing up and heard a great
cry of fire, and firemen running to the engine-house, and in perhaps less

than a minute from this time I saw another large flame leaping up at the
the northern end of the town, and I remembered at once the remarks
that I had heard made by the chairman of the democratic committee,
and believed that trouble was coming.

FIREMEN ABANDON THE ENGINE BEFORE REACHING THE FIRE AND
GET THEIR GUNS.

They got out their engine, and ran perhaps a square with it, when
they abandoned it in the middle of the street, and the order was given
for every man to get his gun, and in less than five minutes it seemed
the whole town was picketed.

COULD HEAR CRIES OF "HALT,"' AND FIRING IN EVERY DIRECTION.

I could hear the cries of "halt," and firing in every direction all over
the town. It seemed to be almost incessant.

HORSEMEN FROM ALABAMA RIDE UP AND DOWN FIRING.

Squads of horsemen were there from Alabama. I had been informed
by General Sharp, the chairman of the democratic committee, on the
preceding night, that there were one hundred or so of these mounted
Alabamians in town, but he did not think they were going to do any-
thing ; he thought he would be able to control them.
They immediately began to rush up and down the streets with their

guns, shooting right and left, and a general riot was coming on, and
firing was heard all over town. I did not leave my premises then, as I

thought it was safer to stay upon my own place and protect my family.

WITNESS TO BE HELD RESPONSIBLE FOR THE FIRES.

In about 30 minutes—I could see squads marching up by the lamp-
lights on the streets—a small squad came to my house, some 10 or 12,

with State arms in their hands and fixed bayonets. They rang the

door-bell, and Mr. Bliss, who was boarding in my family, went to the

door, and they informed him in an excited manner that there must be
no more alarms of fire ; that if there were, Mr. Bliss and myself would be
held responsible for it. They then left.

The squad being commanded by Captain Johnson, captain of a militia

company there—an independent company—and he being a very bitter

enemy of mine, politically as well as personally, I was afraid that he
would take advantage of the occasion to do me an injury, and I started

out upon the streets to find some of my friends that had been guaran-

teeing a peaceable election.

I met a squad, who halted me, and I told them that I was going over
to Dr. Brownrig's, over across the street. He was a friend of mine, and
our family physician. My wife was not very well, and was exceedingly
worried by the conduct of these parties shooting around and in front of

the house, and arresting negroes in the street in front.
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WITNESS HALTED BY ARMED SCHOOL-BOYS.

I was baited by a squad of young school-boys, who had been ordered
out with arms ou that evening. They had just turned out from their

armory with their arms, and were marching up, led by their principal,

Professor Belcher, in command—going up, I suppose, to help patrol the
town.
The firing continued all night. I did not leave my place any more,

however. Dr. Brownrig came to my house, and afterward Colonel Leigh
came, and they assured me that they would do everything they could
to protect my family, and I remained at my house all night.

FOUR NEGROES MURDERED—A NU3IBER WOUNDED.
The firing was kept up at intervals all night long and next morning

after daylight. The number of killed was but four. There were quite

a number wounded, however ; I don't know how many.

OLD MAN GREEN KILLED AND HIS WIPE WOUNDED.
An old man, I think his name was Green, and his wife, I was informed,

were going to a cotton-field to pick cotton at the lower end of town,
about daylight on the morning of the election, and were commanded to

halt by a squad of men, and upon their starting to run, were fired upon,
and the old man killed and the woman wounded severely.

ALECK LATHAM TAKEN OUT ANT) SHOT.

Aleck Latham, a crippled shoemaker, was taken from his house
during the night and held by a party of them and shot by others and
killed. The names of the other two I don't recollect now.

I published an account of it in the Press, and if I had it with me I

could give them. But there were four killed outright, and they were
not buried, I think, until the day after the election. James T. Harrison,
jr., one of the leaders of the democratic club, informed me on the day
of the election that the body of one of them was lying in a store just
across the street from the polls at that time. That was in the middle of
the day of the election.

THE POLLS OPEN'ED.

Q. Were you present at the polls on the day of the election ?—A. I

went over there in the morning to see whether the polls were going to

be opened or not, ahd they were not opened yet. All the republican
officers seemed to be backward, the judges and all. The box was not
there. The box had been left at a cabinet-maker's to be repaired, and
a crowd of young democrats immediately demanded of me that these
polls should be opened. I told them that I had nothing more to do with
it than they had ', it was no part of my official duty. With a great
many oaths they swore that the polls must be opened right away, and I

would suffer the consequences if they were not. I hunted up the regis-

trar and found that the box had been left for repairs near by, and I

went there, in company with a democrat, and got the box, and the polls

were opened.
BUT FEW NEGROES CAME TO THE POLLS.

There were but a very few negroes to be seen upon the streets. I

don't suppose there were a dozen. I don't remember the number of re-

publican votes cast, but my recollection is that there were but thirty-odd
republican votes cast in the city. There should have been about five

hundred, according to previous elections.

HOW NT:GR0ES came to VOTE THE DEMOCRATIC TICKET.

Occasionally I would see a negro being conducted up to the polls by
some one of the young white men to vote, and they would stick to him
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and go with him right up to the box, and iu some instances they told him
to vote in whichever way he pleased.

NO REPUBLICAN BALLOTS.

There were no republican ballots to be had, however, at the polls, and
they invariably, under these circumstances, voted the democratic ticket.

Some would tell me as they went away past my house that it was the
hardest thing to do that they had ever done in their lives, but that they
thought their lives depended upon it, and that they were obliged to vote
in that way.

ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTY COLORED MEN FORCED TO VOTE THE DEMO-
CRATIC TICKET.

I heard of one or two instances where a man with a gun at carry-arms
had walked the negroes right up to the box and voted them in that way.
They would find them hid out iu the cotton-fields, and in or under their

houses, and drum them up and bring them out and take and vote them
;

and I think in that way about one hundred and fifty colored men voted
the democratic ticket.

WITNESS THINKS THE FIRES SET BY Y'OUNCr WHITE MEN OF COLUiMBUS.

Q. Do you know anything about the origin of this fire Monday night
more than what you have stated ?—A. It has always been my belief

that they were fired on purpose by some of the young men of the town,
young democrats. I made that remark to a gentleman an hour or so

after the fires occurred.
"DON'T REPEAT IT."

Q. Who did you tell it to 1—A. To Dr. Brownrig, He remarked at

once, to me, " Don't repeat it. If any one should overhear you your
life would not be safe : you would be killed before morning." And I

took a lesson from that and did not talk about it.

CAPTAIN SPIERS'S OPINION—HE IS FORCED TO RETRACT AND SIGN A
PAPER STATING THAT NEGROES SET THE FIRE.

Capt. Eobert R. Spiers, who was upon our ticket for treasurer,who has al-

ways been a democrat and was a confederate soldier and a native of the

South, the next morning felt so outraged about it that he remarked to some
one that he believed that the youugwhitemen had set fire to theplaceon
purpose to get an excuse to kill negroes. In a short time afterward,

while he was sitting in the back end of his store, a couple of young
men came in, named John Gilmer and James T. Harrison, jr., and, with
their pistols presented to his head, handed him a paper, telling him
that if he did not sign that immediately they would blow his brains out.

The paper was a statement that he believed the negroes had set fire to

the town with the intention of burning it up. He told me about it an hour
afterward, and said that he felt that his life depended upon it ; that he
had been in a great many close places in the war, but he had never been
in a place where he thought his life was in such peril as that moment,
and he signed it.

Immediately they posted it up on a bulletin-board in the most public

place iu town. After that a great many who did believe it would say it

in whispers, but nobody that I know of ever said a word about it upon
the public streets.

GENERAL SHARP'S OPINION.

Q. Do you know of General Sharp expressing an opinion about it ?

—

A. I have stated that be said that if anything was done it would be only

tiring some old privies, or something of that kind.

Q. Do you know of his saying anything afterward concerning it ?

—
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A. No, sir, I don't. I never said anything to him about it afterward.
There were democrats, however, who stated that the young men fired

the place; but I would not like to give their names, as it was told me in

confidence, and I would not like to expose them.

VALUE OF THE BUILDINGS BUKNED.

Q. Do you know the buildings that were fired; how situated in refer-

ence to other buildings!—A. One of them, in the south end of the town,
was an old shed standing upon posts, and a very rickety old affair, and
was some considerable distance from any dwelling-house. The nearest
dwelling-house to it was the house of Eobert Gleed, the candidate for

sheriff.

Q. Your opponent ?—A. Yes, sir ; the other was an old stable of very
little value, in the north end of the town, situated on the edge of a
ravine, and isolated from other buildings ; so much so that, while there
was no fire-engine there, the efforts of a few colored men pulling down
fences, &c., kept the fire from communicating to other buildings.

WITNESS KNOWS OF BUT TWO FIRES.

Q. Do you know whether any other fires were set that night except
the two you have spoken of!—A. I am positiv^e there were not. It was
said by the young men upon the streets next morning that the town was
fired in a dozen i^laces. I never learned of anything to corroborate it at

all.

ONLY ONE NEGRO IN FIVE OR SIX HAD ARMS.

Q. Do you know to what extent the negroes were armed in Columbus
and in Lowndes County, and what was the character of their arms?—A.
In Columbus there were two small companies, perhaps twenty-five or

thirty in each, who had arms—militia companies. Throughout the
county there were only such arms as they had for hunting purposes

;

shot-guns, and occasionally one had an old pistol. Perhaps one colored
man out of every two or three—no, not so many as that ; one colored
man out of every five or six—had a gun or pistol, I should think.

TWO NEGRO MILITIA COMPANIES.

Q. Were these militia companies that you speak of there in existence
at the time of the election?—A. Yes, sir; their officers were not com-
missioned, but they had arms, and would drill occasionally about the
streets, same as the white companies.

Q. Who commanded these companies ?—A. One was commanded by
a young man named Mark Brownley, and the other by Eeu. O. Young.

Q. Colored men ?—A. Yes, sir.

FIRE-ENGINES ABANDONED AND THE FIREMEN ARM.
By Mr. Cameron :

Q. Did you state that the fire-engines were taken to either of these
fires ?—A. Xo, sir ; they were taken about a square, I should think, and
then abandoned ; left in the street while they went to get their guns.

Q. Was Columbus at that time supplied with water for the extinguish-
ment of fires?—A. Yes, sir; there were very good hydrants there for

fire purposes.

By the Chairman :

Q. Have you anything further to state in reference to this matter?

—

A. No, sir ; and would not have made -the above statements had I not
been required to do so by the interrogatories of the committee.
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W. B. CUi^NI^^GHAM—MADISOif COUNTY.

THE EXCITEilENT ATTENDING THE CANVASS.

Jackson, Miss., June 12, 1876.

W. B. Cunningham sworn and examined.

PERSONAL STATEMENT.

By Mr. McMillan :

Question. In what county do you reside?—Answer. I'u Madison
County.

Q. In Mississippi ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. How long have you resided there ?—A. I have lived there ever
since the war. I came here in November after the war—November,
ISGo.

Q. Do you reside at Canton ?—A. No, sir ; the first station below
Canton. It has been my home.

Q. Have you been judge of one of the courts?—A. Yes, sir; for the
last six years. My term of office is out; the 8th of this month it

exjnred.

Q. How do you designate the district ?—A. The State circuit court,

14th district.

WITNESS ADJOURNED COURT ON ACCOUNT OF THE POLITICAL EXCITE-
MENT.

Q. AA'ill you state, if you please, any knowledge you have in regard to

the circumstances preceding the election of 1875 ; any occurrences that
transpired during the campaign, of your own knowledge, up to and in-

cluding the day of election ?—A, I was in Holmes County holding a
court a week or so before the election, and they had so much excite-

ment there, at the bar, that I came to the conclusion to leave there and
go away, at least to adjourn the court on account of the excitement
there, and I was at my house two or three days; i^erhaps for ten days
before the election, I was at home.

THE DRUMS OF A NEGRO CLUB EXASPERATE THE DEMOCRATS.

The republican club was in the habit of meeting on my place. The
negroes would meet there. There was a church there and they make
their churches their political headquarters as well as a place for religious

purposes ; and they had drums there. I was notified by democrats that

I had better make them stop their drumming; that it was exasperating
the people and would lead to trouble, and I did go and tell them, and
they had also to quit holding their meetings there. I made them go
home after they had gathered ouce and not hold any meeting. I got
them to go home.

ARMED WHITES NEAR THE WITNESS'S HOUSE.

The negroes ouce came to me and told me there was some armed men
on the road, fifteen or twenty near my house, and we didn't know what
it meant. They were white men and they were armed, and we did not
know what was going to take place, and for that reason I told the boys
that I thought it best to keep quiet, and for them to go to their homes
and be still. They did not do anything; we were not injured by those

men I speak of.

Q. AVas there in that county any compromise made iu regard to the

ticket that was placed in the field and voted for ?—A. Yes, sir ; they
had two tickets. They had a republican ticket and a democratic ticket.
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That county has been republican and has voted republican ever since

the war, every election that we have had.

MADISON COUNTY STRONGLY EEPUBLICAN.

Q. About what majority ?—A. From one thousand five hundred to
two thousand, sometimes larger. I was elected to the legislature by
two thousand three hundred majority ouce ; and the majority has gen-
erally been say one thousand five hundred and over, republican. \Ye
had our two tickets as a general thing.

THE MEETING AT CANTON.

Q. A republican and a democratic ticket ?—A. Yes, sir ; and went
along, and about a week, I think it was perhaps on Thursday—the elec-

tion was Tuesday, and I think the Thursday before—it may have been
Tuesday or Wednesday, but during the week, and about the middle of
the week before the election, 1 was sent for by the sheriff of the county
to go to Canton; that it was a call for important business; I do not
know what. I went up.

DEMOCRATS SENT 84,000 FOR ARMS.

There were about forty men, the leading republicans of the county;
word had been sent to them. All the county republican executive com-
mittee were there nearly ; and the sheriff made the statement to the
meeting that he was helpless to preserve peace ; that armed men were in

the town, walking back and forward. Four thousand dollars had been
sent away for arms, and companies were organizing and had everything
prepared for action, and the}' intended to carry the election at all

hazards, &c. ; and that he, therefore, thought it best to call us together.

THE SHERIFF " HELPLESS AS A SICK CHILD."

He had been a friend to the republicans and was a republican him-
vself, originally from Pennsylvania, as I am, and he said he was help-
less to preserve order, and felt it his duty to call his friends together
and tell them. His language was he was ''as helpless as a sick child
to preserve order here any longer." He had been sheriff for six years,
perhaps. "Armed men are all around. I have no arms, and if I had
1 could not do anything. I advise you, for the sake of your lives, and
for your wives and children, to make this compromise." I made the
suggestion, and Senator Pratt, who was elected and a republican, he,
perhaps, made his statement ; and Ave listened to what he had to say,
and others had to say; and all these different parties made their state-

ments; and what led to the compromise was the fact that several lead-
ing democrats of the county, and who were also leading democrats of
the State, and one of whom has since been appointed to a judgeship in
the State, who came to the sheriff aiUl told him

REPUBLICANS URGED TO C0MPR03IISE.

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. Give the name.—A. I will do so ; but I did not hear him say so.
Judge Campbell, now supreme judge, and one of the best men in the
State. He is a very good man and a friend of mine. He and other
men like him—good men—came to the sheriff' and told him that they
wanted them, if they could not go into this compromise, then he wanted
them, for God's sake, to get troops—Government troops—here, if they
could not get the compromise effected.

IT WAS TO SAVE LIFE.

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. This was Judge Campbell ?—A. Yes, sir ; about half a dozen, among
53 MISS
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wboin was Judge Campbell ; aud he iuteuded the fact which he stated to

be exactly the truth, and iuteuded it exactly for the otfice it performed.
He said that " it was to save life." It was devised by leading democrats
in the county. I will say that, and I can give the names of those who
know all about this thing. They desired the compromise for the pur-

pose of saving life. We would not be disturbed on the day of the elec-

tion, but the day before the election ; the idea was to raise Cain before
the day of the election and get the negroes all scared ; not to kill them

;

not necessary to kill them if they would scare well. Did not want to

kill them ; that was well understood.

THE C03IPR0MISE.

By Mr. McMillan :

Q. What was proposed at this assemblage?—A. It was proposed that
we go out and make the best compromise we could

; get up a compro-
mise ticket and vote it. The republicans were to have certain officers

of the ticket if we would just agree that certain democrats should be
chosen; we were to go and make up the best compromise we could
with the democrats, ami then vote that ticket. They talked the matter
over, and consulted with different men, and different men told how
matters were in different sections, and what had taken place about
being run from their homes. A compromise committee was appointed
and the compromise entered into. They were to confer, and the com-
promise be entered into and made in writing by the republican com-
mittee and by the democratic committee, and we all stood by it. The
negroes were very much, some of them, put out about it.

YOUNG DEMOCRATS DISHEARTENED BECAUSE THEY COULD NOT USE
THEIR GUNS.

They did not want to vote for any democrats, and some of the young-

bloods ot the democrats were very much disheartened because they did

not get any chance to use their guns they had bought, &c. ; but after the
comi)romise was effected we had a quiet election. Some did not vote.

SOME NEGROES DO NOT VOTE.

Some negroes did not vote who had been voting for ten years. Men
that have been voting, and been intimate with me politically, and went
by my advice ever since, did not vote at this election.

I was at the election ; was there all day ; was commissioner of elec-

tions appointed by Judge Hill, one of the United States commissioners
of elections, and was there all day at the election. I went there before

breakfast, and staid all day until 9 o'clock at night, and saw the ballots

counted, aud helped to count them.
Q. Prior to the time of this proposition and the agreement that was

entered into, this compromise, had you seen any indications of prepara-

tion of a character which would denote intended violence or terrorism

of any kind upon the part of persons in that community? and, if so, give

the general character of them.—A. I cannot say that 1 did particularly.

It is diflicult for me to answer that question. I know of a good many
things I did not see.

WHITES ARMED.
i}. Did you see any persons armed ?—A. I saw, on the day we made

the agreement when sent for, I saw, perhaps, twenty or thirty men at

different times—two and three and four, perhaps half a dozen, together

sometimes, going around the streets, armed; some of them armed with

a revolver on each side. These are the men that the sheriff, Mr. Koss,

referred to. Ue said they were so numerous he could not do anything,
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was helpless, and did not want people to depend on liim for protec-
tion when he could not give it.

Q. Were those persons you saw armed in this manner white men ?

—

A. Yes, sir; a good many of Yazoo County. There had been some dis-

turbance there in that county. A great controversy over there. I held
court over there a while and then came back.

Q. How long before the election ?—A. I think on the Tuesday before
the election ; certainly one week before the election.

NO COMPKOMISE WOULD HAVE BEEN MADE IF A FAIR ELECTION HAD
BEEN POSSIBLE.

Q. Would those terms have been entered into at all if there had been
any reasonable ground to suppose that the election would be conducted
fairly ?—A. No, sir ; they would never have been entered into but for

the fact that we were all of the opinion that we could not have a fair

election.

THE NEGROES ALARMED.
Q. Was it for the purpose of escaping what you supposed to be impend-

ing violence which would result from the election if it were conducted by
each party without this compromise ?—A. I cannot answer that question
better than to tell you what 1 really understood the programme to be, from
all that I knew. I do not think the intention was to injure me or the sher-

iff of our county. I do not think we would have been harmed any more
than one of you would have been, or any other leading man. The idea
was to scare and intimidate men. The negroes were scared. They would
come to my house at 11 o'clock at night and ask what to do. " Certain
men had come by my house ; come there and shot off their guns, and I

don't know when they will come back again ; where shall I go ? What
shall I do ?" I did not know what to advise the men. Did not know
who they were, and the negroes were all scared there, very cowardly,
and they were scared easily ; scared, and would not fight much better
than a drove of sheep, even if they had guns, and they hadn't guns.
Some would fight. 1 could pick out a hundred men that would fight as
well as white men ; but all the rest would not fight better than—they
are a set of cowards.

Q. There were negroes who did not wish to vote this compromise
ticket ?—A. Yes, sir.

NEGROES DO NOT VOTE.

Q. And did not vote at all ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you know whether it was under the influence of terror that they
refrained from voting at all ?—A. I do not know. They maj' have
failed to vote on account of not liking the ticket; a good many failed

to vote on that account, I think ; a good many others because they
didn't like to go there.

Q. They could have voted if there had been no A. Yes; they
could have gone that day and voted any ticket ; could have voted the
straight republican ticket ; but they did not do it, and I advised them
not to do it.

WITNESS THINKS THE C03IPR0MISE THE BEST THING.

Q. Why did you advise them not to do it ?—A. I had been into

this compromise with the democrats, and I had to stand to it. I was
in favor of it. It was on my motion that the compromise was made,
though I was not the mover in it. That was the programme. I did not
know anything about it when I went there, but I understood the state-

ments of the sheriff, and knew all about it ; had been sheriff of the
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county. I kuew and believed, and know yet, that it was best to make
that compromise—the best thing to save the lives of a great many col-

ored men of that county. I went into the compromise, and I have a

great many good friends, and as good as in any other place in the
world, there ; and I pledged myself privately and in that public way
by moving in favor of this thing that 1 was in favor of the compromise,
and I carried it out in good faith. I advised tbe negroes to vote the
compromise ticket and not the straight ticket, because I thought it best
for me and for everybody to do that, and I tried to get them to do it

—

made them do it whenever I could. I carried it out in good faith. I

voted myself the compromise ticket, and advised everybody else to do so.

WHY WITNESS FAYOEED THE COMPROMISE.

Q. And the reasons why you did so you have already stated !—A.
Yes, sir; the reason I did so was because I did make this compromise,
although a republican, and I had gone into the compromise, and I car-

ried it out because I agreed to.

Q. And you went into it for the purpose of averting what you sup-

posed at the time would result, if you did not go into it '?—A. 1 thought
there would be trouble or bloodshed on the day of election and the day
before the election.

Q. You went in for this compromise as far as j'ou were concerned, and
carried it out as you have stated, and you participated as United States

commissioner on the day of election 1—A. Yes, sir.

ACTION OF WITNESS TOWARD NEGROES VOTING STRAIGHT REPUBLI-
CAN TICKET.

Q. Was there anything occurred in the room and in your i)resence in

regard to the election at that time at all connected with this com
promise, or affecting it in any way, in substance '—A. A white man

—

Dr. Holland—came to me when I was at my place at the polls and said

certain parties were circulating the straight republican ticket; they
were being circulated there. lie asked me if that was not a violation

of the compromise. I told him so far as I was concerned I did not want
them circulated ; I agreed to carry out the compromise, and would go
and tell them not to do it. I went and told the negroes I did not want
them to vote that ticket ; I had agreed to carry out the compromise, and
wanted them to do it, and did not want them to vote the straight repub-

lican ticket, and I advised them not to do it, and I took the tickets from
them ; they gave them up to me—I do not mean to say I took theui

from them ; they gave me the tickets, and I took them and stuck—tore

them up—tore them up themselves, perhaps. I advised them to carry

out the compromise, because I had agreed to do it and did not want
any llinching about the thing.

Q. Did he say anything to the negroes about it '—A. ]So, sir; he
called on me. The negroes v.ould not mind hiu2.

Q. What did he say to yon ?—A. tie ap]K\aled to me if that was car-

rying out the compromise, and I told him I did not think it was.

Q. ])id he express any opinion as to what would be the result if not

carried out ?—A. I do not think that he did. I do not recollect that he
did. It was unnecessary. I went out myself. Left the polls and went
over where these tickets were, and told them I did not want them to

vote it. I wanted the compromise carried out.

RESULT OF THE C03IPR0MISE.

Q. Did they elect the legislature on that ticket?—A. Well, Senator

r. B. Pratt was elected, a northern man aiul republican. He was a part

of the compromise ticket. We kept him on. Mr. J. B. Yellowby was
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elected ou the compromise ticket also, bat as a democrat. We had two
tickets, democratic aud republican, and the two tickets we made one.
Yellowby was nominated for the legislature ou the democratic ticket

and put ou the compromise ticket. He was the rjgular nominee of the
democratic party.

Q. How many members of the legislature did you have ?—A. Three.
Q. Who were they ".—A. E. A. Stebbins, a very good man ; Yellowby

is a good man, too.

Q. These are both democrats ?—A. Yes, sir ; and Pratt a republican.
No; Pratt was elected to the senate. There were three members of the
lower house. There was a black man by the name of David Jenkins,
who was elected to the legislature ; we had a full republican ticket ; nom-
inated a ticket for two of the members of the legislature. They were
particularly desirous of getting the legislature, and we gave them two
members of the legislature, and they allowed us to keep our senator and
one member of the lower house ; so that we elected from that county
Yellowby and Stebbins, democrats, and Jenkins, a republican, who
was a colored man. All very quiet and good men, too. Boss was elected
sheriff. The southern people liked him. Everybody likes him. He is

a republican straight out. He was a captain in the Federal Army all

through the war. He is now the sheriff up there. He was the man
who particularly advised this compromise.

WHITES DESTROY THE NEGROES' DRUMS.

Q. At any time prior to this compromise was there any destruction
of drums that were in possession of the colored people ?—A. At Louis-

ville, six miles east of my place, there was a lot of colored men got to-

gether and had drums there, and all over the county we raised money
to buy drums, we had drums. I helped to buy them in the canvass too.

They had them around the county in different sections. These negroes
had drums. They had clubs organized, and got a drum and met at

night; I suppose because they had more time then, and white men came
in on them and took the drums and cut them np and arrested the
negroes for creating a nuisance by beating the drums, and taken before

an officer who figured in politics and who fined them so much a head
for making this nuisance in the neighborhood ; so this nuisance was
abated by cutting up the drums and fining the negroes. The fellows

paid tlieir fine aud went home aud were very good after that.

WHY THE COURT WAS ADJOURNED.
Q. You stated that you held court in Holmes a short time before the

election, and the term was interra])ted on account of political excite-

ment there. 1 wish to know what the character of that was ; will you
state what was its character I—A. I was holding court there, and they
had a political meeting every night at the court-house. They were
spending their time in jiolitics, and it necessarily interrupted the court.

They had meetings very frequently, and the lawyers wanted to go,

and it interfered with attending to their cases, nearly all the lawyers.
Two of the members of the bar were candidates, one for district attorney
and one for senator. They wanted to go to these meetings, and they
got up a petition and all signed it asking the court to be adjourned.
They did not state any reason why the court should be adjourned, but
asked me to adjourn court, aud 1 did it; witnesses were awa^', and so

on. This lawyer would waut to be excused, and that one.

WARREN ORDERED TO LEAVE THE STATE.

There was a man by the name of Warren there, a northern man ; had
been speaker of the house for some time. He was ordered to leave;
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things were unpleasant, a general unpleasantness. They bad ordered
Warren to leave the State, and a committee of three had waited on him.
A man who was a candidate for clerk on the democratic ticket and two
others waited on him—he was a candidate for the legislature, I believe

—

and notified him to leave the county in 24 hours, 1 got there a few min-
utes afterward. 1 asked him if be was going to leave, and be said no,

he was going to stick it out. He did go and stay away for three or four
days, and came back during the election and staid there until the elec-

tion ; and the day of that election he and two or three leading republi-

cans got horses and went out, and never came back since, I don't

reckon. He had been levee commissioner and speaker of the house of

representatives, a member of the constitutional convention ; his name
is Henry W. Warren. He was levee commissioner. That is a State
office here, and relates more particularly to the swamp-districts of the
State. His office was here at Jackson. He held it until this winter. It

is abolished, perhaps, now.

"WITNESS ASKED TO ADVISE "WARREN TO GO.

Q. For what was he ordered to leave? That was his home, was it

not?—A. Yes, sir ; he lived in Leake County, and went over there. It

seemed as though they disliked him there. One of the oldest members
of the bar, I believe the oldest member of the bar, came to me and said

he understood that Warren was ordered to lea\e ; was sorry, but he
told me I had better advise Warren to go. I went to Warren and saw
him about it. He said he was not going to go. Ho would die fighting;

die there if he had to. Ilis testimony is better than mine about any of

these things.

Q. By whom was this committee authorized to warn him to leave ?

—

A. I do not know.

NAMES OF MEN WHO WARNED "\VARREN TO LEA"\^E.

Q. Who were they ?—A. I know two of them ; one was named John
Alexander, the other Langston ; another was a man by the name of Ash-
craft, a clerk of the court, of the circuit court of Holmes County. If

\ou will summon him he can tell you who were the other members of

the committee.
Q. What were Warren's politics f—A. He was a republican.

Q. Known in the State generally ?—A. Yes, well known as such. Has
been a very ])ublic man. He was judge of the probate court of Leake
County a while.

"WARREN ORDERED TO LEAVE FOR POLITICAL REASONS.

Q. Was it understood that it was fur political reasons he was ordered
away?— A. Yes. I do not know that they assigned any reason. I think
they said to him lie had been making some speeches and circulating
circulars among tlie negroes : among the rei)ublicans, the republicans
being nearly all negroes. They told him that he had "circulated his

damned lies long enough, and they would give him 24: hours to get out."

That was about what took place at the interview.

THE ELECTION TO BE CARRIED AT ALL HAZARDS.

Q. Coming back to your own county; had there been any publica-
tions in the public press there in reference to ihe course that would be
pursued in that political campaign toward the rejiublicans ?—A. They
published in their resolutions at the democratic meeting at Canton—

I

could get the paper, 1 think, by going to the files of the Canton papers

—

they i)ublished in one the democratic resolutions that the election

should be carried at all hazards : that was the language : the language
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of the resolutions, aud the editorials of this paper, which was the organ
of the party, the accredited organ of that party—they published articles

of this kind ; I cannot give the language, but the idea was that they
had cleaned out the rads in Yazoo, and a few ropes, it was advised, would
work well in this county if tried on some of us. They cracked theirjokes
in that style.

Q. Did you hear any utterances by democratic speakers of that kind?
—A. ;Xo, sir; 1 did not attend a democratic meeting. Yes, I did ; it

was in Yazoo County. That was before the election.

YAZOO COUNTY TO BE CARRIED AT ALL HAZARDS.

Q. Did you hear an^' declarations by prominent democrats in regard
to it ?—A. I heard one leading democrat say that they " intended to

carry this election at all hazards." I said, " What do you mean by that;

at all hazards f He said, "I mean what I say." I said, "Do you
mean to say that you will kill people if necessary ?" He said, " I repeat
it, we are going to carry it, and will do it ;" and they did it. That was
Col. O. R. Singleton, now a member of the House of Eepresentatives.

He said to me, "The election was bound to be carried at all hazards."
And he rei)eated it over in that way when I asked him to explain. He
said he meant what he said.

ATITNESS RECEIVES A ROPE WITH A NOOSE IN THE END.

Q. Did you receive yourself, through the mail, in any way, shortly

before the election, I think, any rope or anything of the kind, indicating
or suggesting that violence might be used in any way ?—A. After I

came from Holmes County—no, I was away on business somewhere, I

don't recollect where it was now—but when I came home from Holmes
County they had a great political excitement, and I was not going to

hold the Y'azoo court. I consulted with others. There was great ex-

citement there, and I did not go to hold the court.

There is a certain set of democrats who had been friendly there, but they
desired to make political capital of that thing. They passed resolutions

requesting me to resign, and said I ought to be impeached, and sent a

copy to the governor and a copy to me, and to every democratic paper,
and requested them to publish these resolutions. I was glad of this

last, as it was a record showing the political status of the thing.

When I came home my wife had a rope which she said she had got in

a paper, and had opened it, as it seemed a coarse package, and found
it was a rope. She had a rope and showed it to me. They had taken a

N"ew York Herald, and cut that part of the advertisement where situa-

tions are wanted, and they had rolled that up and marked some very
appropriate ones, and tliey rolled it up with a rope and an anonymous
note in it. They fixed it up in very nice style and suggestive as possi-

ble. It was about four feet long and a knot at the end of it. This was
.sent the next week. The pai)er in Yazoo came out and told all about it.

They knew all about it, therefore, before, in Yazoo. I have the rope
yet. I did not pay any attention to it. It was sent by mail. I don't
think of anything else that I can state.

Cross-examined by Mr. Bayard :

Q. In regard to this compromise ticket that you describe ; was it a
good ticket ?—A. It was. •

THE COMPROMISE TICKET A GOOD ONE.

Q. Fair, honest, and good men ?—A. Y'es, sir.

Q. You were satisfied to vote it ?—A. Y''es, sir ; after I went into it.

Q. They were worthy representatives!—A. Y"es, sir; good men, all

of them.
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PROPORTION OF RACES AND VOTERS.

Q. What was their majority ?—A. I think it was eight hundred and
something.

Q. What is the voting population of that county ?—A. About four

thousand.
Q. What were the proportions of the two parties ?—A. Well, the

democrats have, I think, about thirteen hundred, and, I think, the re-

publicans, twenty-seven hundred.

Q. Two to one ?—A. Yes, sir ; about so.

Q. What proportion of the population is black ?—A. About three-

fourths black.

Q. About three to one black ?—A. Yes, sir ; counting women and
children and all, I think. I am not definite about this.

Q. Are the negroes, in a bulk, republicans'?—A. Yes, sir; all who
vote. There are a few men who are not republicans among them

;
jier-

haps half a dozen.

PERSONAL RECORD.

Q. Where was vour home before you settled there?—A. Newcastle^

Pa.
Q. Were you in the Army—were you a United States soldier?—A. 1

was. I was a i)aymaster's clerk in the Federal Army; in the Army of

the Cumberland during the whole war.

Q. You settled here immediately at the close of the war ?—A. Yes,

sir.

Q. In the same county where you now live ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Have you found that you are taken fairly for what you are worth
here ?—A Yes, sir.

Q. Treated kindly and justly ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Y'our services to the United States were known to the people

here ?—A. Yes, sir.

• Q. All knew that you were a northern man ?—A. Yes, sir ; they call

me a Y'ankee, and I said 1 was. I was rather a Pennsylvania Dutch-
man ; still, as they call me a Yankee, I call myself one, because they did.

Q. 3Ir. lloss is a northern man also 1—A. Yes.

Q. He was in the United States Army !—A. Yes; a captain in the

One hundredth Pennsylvania Pound-head Pegiment.

Q. Is his condition like your own, one of comfort and happiness

among the people?—A. Yes; in a business way.

Q. He was silieriff of the county ?—A. Yes, sir ; and a very popular
man ; very popular outside of politics. I have always been treated

well by tiie southern people. I have no complaint to make against

them.
WITNESS SAW NO VIOLENCE OR INTIMIDATION.

Q. Did you ever see, yourself, any act of violence or intimidation dur-

ing the caiivass of 1875 ?—A. Xo, sir ; 1 was thinking over that, and I

do not think 1 did see one act of positive violence during the whole
canvass.

Q. To go further than an act of positive violence ; did you witness an

act ot intimidation yourself during the canvass? If so, state it.—A. I

do not believe I did.

SAW BUT ^X ARMED MEN AT ONE TUME.

Q. What were the number of armed men you ever saw together during

the canvass ; men who had arms conspicuously displayed ?—A. About
a half dozen in a crowd.

Q. They were men that you knew ?—A. Xo, sir.
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Q. Did uot know tbeni at all ?—A. 1 may have known some, but did

not pay attention to them.
Q. Can you give their names now '?—A. Xo, sir ; I do not suppose the

parties 1 saw were residents of the county.

Q. The most you saw were six at a time ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you see those six often 1—A. No, sir ; only the day when I

went up to town.
Q. On that one occason !—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Does that occasion comprise the whole of your knowledge of the
presence of armed men in that county ?—A. I think it does.

Q. You spoke of what was the plan or the scheme of the democratic
party in regard to the State. You have also stated that you were always
a republican and voted the republican ticket ?—A. Y^es, sir.

NO POSITIVE KNOWLEDGE OF THE PLANS OF THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY.

Q. Have you any knowledge of the plans and inner working of the
democratic party, or means of knowledge '?—A. Xo, sir.

Q. When you state that that was their intent, did you give it as a
mere matter of speculation in your own mind—was this a speculation
of your own, or have you knowledge that justifies you in saying that
was the fact, or was it only your supposition?—A. Nothing but a well-

founded suspicion. That is all 1 can say for it. I had conversations with
all my political friends, and my political friends had conversations with
some good democrats who are good men, as good men as I ever expect
to be—personal friends of mine, and of my i^olitical friends. They
came to me and told certain things in confidence which I cannot repeat;
but these things led me to take in the whole situation, and I think I

know it pretty well. It is a difficult matter for me to tell you how I

know what they were going to do, but I know pretty well.

Q. I must say, sir, that I think, in a case of that kind, the facts

should be given.—A. I do not know anything but that which was a
well-grounded suspicion.

Q. Is that the most that you can say in regard to the statement?

—

A. Yes; that is what I wish to put on record. It is a well-grounded
suspicion on the part of the republicans of the county ; and after the
matter had been fully canvassed, and after consultation among them,
and a great many, and the whole ground was gone over, and that waa
fully understood.

Q. Then you would not state it as a matter of fact ?—A. I am not
able to do so, but from all my experience and knowledge of the circum-
stances.

Q. You do not undertake to allege it as a fact ?—A. No, sir; for it

did not occur, and I do not know whether it would have occurred or
not.

O. S. LEE AND HIS EIVIBEZZLEMENT.

Q. You were asked something about Holmes County. Do you know
a Mr. O. S. Lee, of that county ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Of what party was he a leader ?—A. Of the republican.

Q. Did he commit any great public crime in the way of stealing pub-
lic money and decamping with it ?—A. Y"es. I will tell you, if you
want me to, the history of that matter. Lee was a leading republican
and a northern man, one of those sort of wild, zigzag fellows, who was
not very reliable

; a good friend, but a bad enemy. He was a courage-
ous man, as brave as a lion, and led the republican party. The south-
ern people did not shoot at him much, as he was good on the trigger
himself. He was a leader for a long while.
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The republican party liad a split, and Warren was the leader of one
faction, and Lee of another. They got into trouble up there, and it is

said they shot and killed two negroes who belonged to the Warren re-

publican wing. When these were killed, it seems that Lee got demor-
alized. He was deputy treasurer. There was a treasurer who made
Lee his deputy ; he made the treasurer's bond. He got the money a few
days after the treasurer's time was out. Lee got to be deputy treasurer.

Captain Baker, who was a southern man, was acting sheriff, and he col-

lected the money and paid it over to Lee. It was county money, and I

think about 860,000. It seems from the returns published it was $38,000,

but I think he had 600,000. He had that money and warrants paid over

to him. Lee took this money, and he had a good deal of trouble with
the board of supervisors of the county. Lee told them that they had
some $3,000. He was said to be a defaulter to the tune of some two or

three thousand dollars. He said if they would release him of the charges
he would pay them the money, but they would not do it. He went to

Yicksburgh, and made them another proposition, but they would not

come to terms. One of the democrats came to me and told me, and I

told them that the best thing was to accept of Lee's terms, but they did

not do it; and the next thing we knew was, that Lee was gone, and he
took it away.

LEE AN AID TO GOVERNOR AMES.

Q. Was not Lee an aid-de-camp to Governor Ames?—A. Yes, 1 think

so.

Q. When did he cease to be one of his aids ?—A. I do not know.
Q. Do you know whether he was his private secretary for some time ?

—

A. I do not think he was.

Q. Do you know whether he resided with Ames's household here ?

—

A. I do not know; I cannot tell you about it. He was here in Jackson
a great deal, and he and Ames had some dilliculties and many tips and
downs. It may be that he did, a good while before this thing was out.

LEE APPOINTED LAND-CO^IMISSIONER.

Q. Did Ames appoint him to any ollice ?—A. Yes ; one of the land-

commissioners of the State. There was a sort of Pearl Kiver Naviga-

tion Company gotten up here, and I think Lee was the commissioner of

those lands, to sell them ; and he sold them.

Q. What became of the money ?—A. 1 do not know
; I was not there.

Q. As a matter of public factf—A. That money was lost ; I do not

know auvthing about it.

Q. Wlio got it !—A. It was lost to the State.

Q. Who swindled the State out of it ?—A. I do not know.
Q. Was this man Warren in any way connected with it ?—A. No, sir;

no more than I was. A man by the name of A. Warner, of Madison
County, a lawyer, you may mean.

STATE SENATOR AVARNER IMPLICATED.

Q. Was he mixed up in that thing?—A. Yes; Warner was senator,

and the charge of the democratic party was that Warner got this bill

through the senate, and Lee was appointed by Ames commissioner,

and they sold the land and got the money. Sold to a man by the name of

Baldwin, of Chicago, and they say they got the money and spent it.

Q. You say the democratic party made this charge. I ask if this is

not a jniblic and notorious fact, no matter by whom the charge is made ?

—

A. I think it is, though I wouhl not lilce to say so; but I know those

laiuls were sold. A man by the name of Yose figured largely. He fig-

ured in this thing, and he and Lee ami Warner and French figured in

it, but I do not know who got the money ; it was lost to the State.
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Q. You say about 800,000 disappeared from the treasury of tbe

county ?—A. I uuderstaud so. This man Baldwiu cauie down with tliese

warrants. Baldwin came back, and after a while went away and brought
the warrants, and he did not know it, but he came pretty near being-

killed up there.

Q. On account of this swindle ?—A. Yes.

LEE MURDERS TWO NEGROES.

Q. Let me ask you another thing about the difficulty that occurred be-

tween the members of the republican executive committee in the court

house of Holmes County, where Lee was present, and in which he was
alleged to have shot two colored men. Is that true, that he shot them in

the court-house in that melee ?—A. 1 think so. He was bound over to

appear in court; and about the time of the adjournment things got in

such shape the foreman came and said that he could not get witnesses,

and desired to be excused from acting as foreman.
Q. Where did these colored men live f—A. In Lexington—near Lex-

ington.

Q. AYere they members of the executive committee ?—A. One was, I

think ; a man named Hill was a candidate for some office ; a leading

man.
Q. Both were known men?—A. The other man, Bradley, not much

known.
Q. Still, re-idents of the county and members of the c^xecutive com-

mittee ?—A. I do not think Bradley was ; was a private citizen. He
did not intend to kill Bradley.

LEE NEVER INDICTED FOR MURDER.
Q. This man was never indicted ?—A. No, sir.

Q. Yet the facts were notorious?—A. Yes; and I don't think he ever
will be.

Q. At the time of the killing, were any democrats present at all?

—

A. I do not believe there were.

Q. In the court-house?—A. Y'es; they had a meeting in the court-

house, in the circuit clerk's office. This happened : A man by the name
of Holmes was there. Hill was discussing the Warren wing. This man
Hill was a pretty loud-mouthed fellow, and said something to a man by
the name of Mills. They were friends of Lee. They got up a split in

the republican party, and these men Avere in there and wanted Hill to

take back what he had said, and he declined ; and they went to shoot-

ing, and they killed Hill. I have talked with them about it, and talked

with the democrats, and heard the story all round, and the understand-
ing is that the other colored man was killed by accident.

Q. Where is Warren now ?—A. At Cincinnati.

Q. Has he left the State?—A. No, sir; he went there to attend the

rei>ublican convention.

M'ARREN DID NOT LEAVE THE STATE.

By the Chairman :

Q. He was ordered away ?—A. He never left the State. He left the
county. He came down to Jackson. He was levee commissioner and
came to Jackson and returned here. He has always staid here.

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. How was he elected to the convention ?—A. I may have been mis-
taken about his being elected. Yes; we had a republican convention
1 helped to do it.

Q. He went from one of the districts, or at large ?—A. No, sir ; from
the fourth district.
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WARREN A GOOD KIND OF A MAN.

By Mr. McMillan :

Q. His being ordered away by the committee did not deprive him
of bis citizenship !—A. Xo, sir ; he went from here to Jackson ; he had
a State office, and claimed citizenship in that county. He is a very
good kind of a man.

WHY LEE WAS NOT INDICTED.

By the Chairman :

Q. Toil commenced a statement in regard to the grand jury—why
they did not indict Lee. You did not finish it.— A.. I held court about
a week just before the election. The election came, I think, the last week
of my court ; 1 had three or four weeks of court ; I held court one week,
and Friday the grand jury came in, and the foreman said that there was
such a state of aflairs around them they could not do any good, and
wanted me, if I would, to discharge him from the grand jury. He want-
ed me to excuse him from acting as foreman. 1 thought he was the

best man I had for foreman, and in connection with tiiatl told him to go
back, and I would take the matter under advice, and would let him know
in a little while.

AVhile this matter was going ou, after I sent them out, the bar pre-

sented to me, in writing, a i)etiti()ii signed by every member of the bar,

requesting me to adjourn the court that evening, pleading tbnt they
coukl do no good.

I sent for the foreman, and asked what they had done in tlie Mills

case, and he said they had not done anything with it. 1 told them I

wanted them to do something with it, and make some written report

concerning the case, so I would have some record. They went back
and made a written report that they had not time and could not get the
witnesses, and had not tinjc to examine into the case, and wanted to be
excused ; had not investigated the case, and could not, and wanted to

be discharged, and the case referred to the next grand jury. They said

that in writing, which I ordered to be filed ; and upon that I discharged
the grand jury, all the members of the bar concurring. You understand,
that if the meml)ers of the bar desire an adjournment, it is unpleasant
to hold court. The bar asked me to adjourn the court, and I did so

after receiving the report of the grand jury about the Lee and Mills cases.

The attorney for the parties moved to discharge the ca«e because an
indictment was not found, but I overruled, and the next terra has not
come yet. I do not think I have held court since. O, yes; the week
before the court met, the legislature here at Jackson, which had been
republican and was democratic this last winter, passed an act ])rovid-

ing—the idea was that the judges should be legislated out of oflice. I

was just ready to go there ; had written that I was coming to hold
court, and they passed the act changing the districts in the State

;

changed all the districts in the State; there were fifteen ; they made ten

new, and they put Holmes County in the northern district, and put the

balance of my district in the district down this way. This county below
is in the same district. So I had no district. 1 was a judge without
a district. That took place three days before the court was to commence.
There was no 14th district, so the court was not held, and tliey were

not indicted. Then they proceeded and passed an act which should
continue the old court as if the act. had not been passed. It was not

jiassed until after my four days had expired, and I would not hold it.
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E. J. ROSS—MADISOX COUNTY.

PROPORTION OF RACES IN MADISON COUNTY.

Jackson, Miss., June 15, 187G.

E. J. Eoss sworn aud esamiued.

personal statement.

By Mr. McMillan :

Question. State your full uame.—Answer. E. J. Eoss.

Q. Wliere do you reside?—A. lu Madisou County, Mississippi, iii the

city of Canton.
Q. How long bave you resided there?—A. Since Js'ovember, 1SG5.

Q. Have you occupied any official station in that county?—A. I

have.

Q. State what it has been and how long you have been there.—A. I

am now sheriff of the county, and have been since December, 1800, or

about that.

TWO black yotes to one white yote.

Q. Are you familiar with the organization of the political parties in

that county, in reference to the color of the persons composing the re-

spective parties ? aud, if so, state what your knowledge of the propor-

tions of the different races is in each party as nearly as you can.—A.
We have in the county, I think, a voting population of about 4,500

;

about 3,000 colored, and 1,500 white, very nearly. I think it would not
vary much from that.

BUT FEW democrats AMONG THE NEGROES.

Q. What proportion of the colored ]iopulatiou comprises the republi-

can party?—A. Xearly all. A few democrats, but very few among
them.

WHITES NEARLY' ALL DE3I0CRATS.

Q. What is the proportion of whites composing the democratic
party ?—A. They are very nearly all democrats.

Q. Of about Avhat proportion are the whites in the republican

party ?—A, Not over twenty white republicans in the county, I think.

Q. Were you there during the summer and fall of 1875, and during
the election which took place in November ?—A. I was.

A PEACEABLE ELECTION.

Q. Do you know any circumstances transpiring during that campaign
in respect to any indication of force or intimidation which would go to

affect the election in any way in that county ?—A. In that county we
had a very peaceable election ; as peaceable as I ever saw in the world,

on the day of the election. The state of affairs was pretty bad before we
compromised between the two parties, the week preceding the week in

which the election took place.

AN INTENSE FEELING BEFORE THE COMPROMISE.

Q. Prior to that compromise, what was the condition of affairs, as near
as you can state, aud what led to the compromise ? State all the facts,

as fully as you can, relating to that subject.—A. The feeling between the

political parties had gotten to be very intense, and the excitement ran

very high—so high that the opinion of the prominent men on both sides

seemed to be that it would be exceedingly doubtful if we could have a
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peaceable electiou, if something was not done to restore a better feel,

ing iu the community.

RUMORED ALARMING STATE OF AFFAIRS IN YAZOO COUNTY.

Q. Were there persons in jour city, prior to the compromise—any per-

sons from outside of that county ?—A. Reported to be ; it was rumored

—

I have no personal knowledge of the fact—it was rumored that men from
Yazoo County were constantly crossing the Big Black River, which is

the dividing-line between Madison and Yazoo|; it was rumored that those
men were constantly crossing the river and stirring up excitement and
feeling among the white people, and I think it very doubtful if that
state of feeling would have existed if they had staid at home and at-

tended to their business. Prior to that the condition of affairs in Yazoo
County seemed to be alarming, if reports are true ones from there.

Q. "NVas that the general knowledge of the public iu regard to that
state of affairs ?—A. Yes, sir ; it seemed to be.

Q. Did you see any persons, any strangers, iu your city there who
were not residents, of course prior to that time, that is, since November?
—A. O, yes, sir; I saw strangers everyday of every week, but I could
not say where from. I have no acquaintance personally with any one
in Yazoo County at all.

Q. Were these persons armed ?—A. I cannot say, as I saw no arms
on them. They were reported to have been armed with concealed
"weapons, but nothing in the shape of guns that they carried.

FACTS RELATING TO THE C0MPR03IISE.

Q. Will you state, colonel, the facts relating to the compromise between
the parties and the circumstances attending it, and what its result was
as fully as you know the facts ?—A. Well, as I said, the feeling had been
pretty intense between the two political parties. The excitement ran
very high, and threats were said to have been uttered about carrying
the election by the opposite, the democratic, party, and it appeared as
though the worst element in the community was getting in the ascend-
ency.

FIRST BROACHED BY A COMMITTEE OF I'OUNG MEN.

The compromise was tirst broached in my office by a committee call-

ing on me on the Monday morning preceding the week in which the
election took place. The election was on the second Tuesday in Xo-
vember, and Monday, the week previous, there was a committee of

young men came to my office and said that they understood that a re-

mark had been made by Judge Breck, a prominent republican, that a

compromise could possibly be effected between the two parties that would
give us a quiet election, and if such a thing could be done that we would
like very much to accomplish it. The feeling of the better class of peo-

ple, they stated, was that they would like to have some arrangement
made by which the election would be quietly conducted and save any
trouble. I told them that was the first that I had heard of it. They
wanted to know if Judge Breck was authorized to make any compro-
mise. I told them I did not know, as I was not a member of the execu-
tive committee of the county ; that I knew nothing about his being
authorized to eltect any compromise, but I referred them to the chair-

man of the executive committee.

A COMEITTEE OF OLDER CITIZENS CALL.

Immediately after that committee left the office, this committee of

young men, another-- committee of older citizens waited on me. They
came, I think, ivO\^ *'"" o*-'>ers were leaving, perhaps, but I cannot
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state as to that. They said that they presumed these gentlemen who
had just gone had been to see me on the same business that they came
on. And they asked me if there was any possibility of a compromise
being effected. I said it was the first that I had heard on the subject,

and had to refer them to the chairman of the executive committee of

the county. They were men for whom I had a high regard. One of

them is now on the supreme bench of the State, Judge Campbell. We
talked a short time, and I remarked that if anything could be done I

thought it would be judicious all around, and it might be better for all

of us.

A GENERAL CONFERENCE IS HELD.

Q. State the tenor of the conversation.—A. The tenor of the whole
conversation was that the community was in that excited condition

that anything might occur possibly; that there was danger of bloodshed
on the slightest provocation ; and they wanted, if they could, to effect

a compromise. I think they stated that Judge Breck had said that the

republicans would probably divide the legislative ticket and the board
of supervisors—make a division of the members of the legislature and
the board of supervisors. I told them that I was not authorized to

treat with them at all, but it struck me favorably, and it might be well

to discuss it further, and I would call from the court-house door the

chairman of the executive committee, with some other leading republi-

" in town, and we would have a consultation. I did go to the door
§lled Mr. Smith, the chairman of the committee, and Mr. Pratt,

rjme others, who 1 do not now remember, and at the same time
cback these young men who had waited on me firstinthe morning,

1 we had quite a conversation, the whole tenor of which was on the

excited condition of the county. We thought it would be better for all

of us if something could be done to avert bloodshed, or even the possi-

bility of its occurring. And the result was that they retired to confer

with the executive committee, I think ; I will not be positive about that,

but it strikes me that was the understanding. Their committee meet-
ing was that day.

THE TERMS OF COMPROMISE.

They did retire and in the evening of that day we were waited on by
a committee from the executive committee of the democratic party with
a proposal for compromise. That proposal was that we should give
them two members of the legislature, two members of the board of

supervisors, and that both candidates for sheriff, the democratic and the
republican nominees, should be withdrawn, and I should be placed at

the head of the ticket as sheriff"; I was brought into it as an after-

thought. In the morning there were no conversations about the sheriff";

he had not been mentioned at all. They submitted that as their propo-
sition. It being an informal meeting on our i^art, the chairman of the
republican executive committee called a meeting of our committee on
the following Wednesday, and this proposition was submitted to our
committee by them

; and after some discussion they finally concluded it

was, probably, the best that could be done, and accepted it. That was
the way it was effected, and those were the terms of the compromise.

TERMS RESTATED.
By Mr. McDonald :

Q. State the compromise again as to the candidates and as to the offi-

cers.—A. We were to give two members of the legislature, of the lower
house. That county is entitled to three members to the lower houee,
and one senator. We gave them two members to the house, and re-

tained the senator and one member of the lower house.
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By Mr. McMillan :

Q. You gave them two members of the board of supervisors. How
many members did the board of supervisors consist of?—A. Five. We
had the majority, and we retained a majority in the board of supervis-
ors, and divided the legislative delegation with them, and my name was
substituted on the republican ticket for sheriff in the place of Captain
Kee, the regular nominee.

Q. The balance of the ticket was republican ?—A. Yes, sir ; all the
way through—no, sir ; there was one other arrangement. The cotton-
weigher, I do not distinctly recollect. The real compromise was the two
members of the legislature and some members of the board of super-
visors, and the substitution of myself for the regular nominee for sheriff

A EEGULAR REPUELICAN TICKET HAD BEEN NOMINATED.

Q. Had there been a ticket nominated by the republican party before
that time?—A. O, yes, sir

; some two mouths before.

Q. And one by the democratic party '?—A. Y'es, sir ; three months
before.

Q. It was a contest between the two tickets which brought about the
state of excitement of which you speak ! Had you declined to run for

sheriff on the republican platibrin?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Y'ou did not wish to hold the office ?—A. I had absolutely declined

to run. I should state, in justice to all parties, when it became known
that 1 had declined to accept the nomination of that office, the leading

democrats came to me—this was before the nomination some time—and
stated they would make no nomination against me if I would accept the
office. Several citizens waited on me.

Q. Y'ou did not accept willingly the position on the ticket after-

ward ?—A. I accepted it because it was, probably, the only way the

compromise could be effected finally, and not because I wanted it.

COMPROMISE ADOPTED TO ALLAY EXCITEMENT.

Q. Will you state what the danger apprehended was, as expressed

by the democrats and as felt by the republicans in regard to any blood-

shed or disturbance; where the attack was to come from, and what was
to be the character of it ?—A. It was a feeling it would be difficult to

give adequate expression to. There were probably few, if any, actual

outrages committed in our county. We have generally been a very

peaceable county, a very good class of citizens. I will also state that that

compromise Avas entered into because we believed the better class of

citizens of tlie county were supporting it. The younger and wilder ele-

ments had rather got the ascendency. The danger was simply this:

the excitement had gotten to an intense pitch, and any little act, any
little occurrence, might lead to bloodshed. I would not state that the

election could not have been held without blood being spilt; but the

community was in that excited condition that anything might have led

to a riot or disturbance. They were occurring throughout the State

everywhere, and, of course, the excitement Avas contagious.

NO TROUBLE FROM THE NEGROES.

Q. Will you state whether the attack was apprehended from whites

or blacks?—A. If there had been any trouble, there would have been

no trouble from the colored people.

TROUBLE WOULD COME FROM THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY NECESSARILY.

Q. Where would it come from ?—A. From the democratic party, nec-

essarily.

Q. Was that apprehended by both parties ?—A. I think so. It was
by us. I think that was felt to be so.
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REPUBLICANS FELT THIS DEEPLY.

Q. Was that feeling deeply impressed upon the republicans of that
county ?—A. Very deeply ; otherwise, that compromise would not have
been entered into.

Q. What was the reoublicau mji jority there ?—A. I think at least

l,8(i0.

Q. It was from the apprehension of danger of attack on them in that
way, that the republicans were induced to give up a portion of their

ticket and concede to tlie democrats the candidates you have men-
tioned f—A. Yes, sir ; we thought it better to do that than to go ahead
aud probably sacrifice the lives of some valuable men on both sides. I

will state that prominent citizens, however, made tender of their serv-

ices that they would do all they could aud before the election, but that
they could not assure me that they could make the rougher element of
their pnrty behave themselves, but they made tender of their services

to do what they could. I say this in justice to both parties.

Q. Who were the two persons nominated for the legislature?—A.
Mr. Yeliowly and Mr. Stebbins.

Q. Were they elected ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Are they members of the present house?—A. Yes, sir; the com-
promise ticket was elected.

By the Chairman :

Q, The young men who came to you first aud suggested that propo-
sition of compromise, as you understood their character and standing,
it was rei)resenting the better class of their party ?—A. Yes, sir ; the
better class of the young men.

Q. They did not represent what you term the wild portion ?—A. No,
sir.

PERSONAL RECORD.
By Mr. Bayard :

Q. Mr. Eoss, I understand that you were elected in 1869, aud have
been steadily re-elected to that office ?—A. I was appointed in '69. Our
first election to the county office occurred in 1871.

Q. Who appointed you as sheriff?—A. I was appointed just about
the time the military governor of the State went out aud General
Alcorn went in ; first by Ames in December, and by Alcorn probably
in January, immediately after.

Q. Then when the election came around you were chosen by the pop-
ular vote and have been re-elected steadily ?—A. Yes, sir; I was chosen
sheriff in '71 by the popular vote, aud had an opponent that year. In
the succeeding election, in 1873, I had no opponent.

Q. None at all ?—A. I had none, I think.

Q. Y"ou were voted for by both parties in the year 1873 "?—A. In 1873
we did not put up a county ticket. That was the way. They ran the
ticket for the legislature, and possibly the board of supervisors, but did
not put up a ticket for county officers.

Q. But voted for you?—A. Y'es, sir; I had the vote of the entire

county ticket, the county officers.

Q. In 1875 you were voted for as you have stated ?—A. Y'^es, sir.

Q. You have lived then in that same county since 1865 ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Prior to this, what was your occupation ?—A. Planting.

Q. You still continue that same occupation 'i—A. No, sir; I have sold
out my plantation.

Q. Where was your home before you came to Mississippi ?—A. Pitts-

burgh, Pa.

5-1 MISS
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Q. Were yon in the United States Army?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. What was yonr rank ?—A. Captain.

WITNESS ALWAYS RESPECTFULLY TREATED.

Q. Have yon found yonrself kindly and respectfnlly treated among-
these people in this county ?—A. Yes, sir; always.

Q. Have yon found yonr home happy and contented here ?—A. Yes,

sir. That is a sweeping question which would require another answer
than that. Personally 1 have every reason to feel grateful to the peo-

ple of that county, for I have been treated vrith the greatest respect.

There is, yon probably understand, a strong social feeling between the

political parties here. I do not know that it would have affected my
family if I had desired to go much into society. My wife is a southern
"woman, a native of Jackson, this place.

NO PERSONAL KNOWLEDGE OF AFFAIRS IN YAZOO COUNTY.

Q. I understand you to say that you had no personal knowledge of

the affairs of Yazoo County ?—A. Kone whatever. I have never been in

that county in my life.

Q. When you were asked by the member of the committee who exam-
ined you whether or no armed men were not coming across from Tazoo,
you stated you had no personal knowledge, but had heard such a
rumor?—A. Such was the rumor.

Q. Nothing more than that?—A. I have no personal knowledge of it.

If I had seen them I would not have known them.
Q. You were asked whether you saw strangers in the county, and

you said that you did ?—A. I saw strangers every week.
Q. Did you ever live in a town that you did not see strangers occa-

sionally ?—A. No, sir ; I did not.

Q. You have stated that the feeling of excitement between the polit-

ical parties grew as the election approached f—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you feel that because of this excitement the condition of af-

fairs became precarious ?—A. That was the feeling.

Q. And under this excitement yon did not know when the outbreak
might occur from some cause, slight in itself?—A. Disturbances did
occur for the most trifling causes all over the State, and we did not know
what might occur.

NO DISTURBANCES IN MADISON COUNTY.

Q. Was there any disturbances in your county ?—A. No, sir; none
•whatever.

Q. Did you yourself witness any act of violence attending the elec-

tion of 1875 or the canvass ?—A. No, sir.

Q. You were sheriff of the county ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. If you know of any, you can state it.—A. Not of my own knowl-
edge.

Q. You are sheriff" of the county and custodian of the peace in that
respect ?—A. Yes, sir. There was no trouble at the election. Through-
out the election it was quiet and peaceable as anywhere.

Q. Good feeling prevailed ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Good temper prevailed, and it was orderly ?—A. Yes, sir.
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E. S. JEFFREY—MADISON COUNTY.

ABOUT VIOLENCE AND INTIMIDATION IN MADISON COUNTY.

Jackson, Miss., June 15, 1876.

E. S. Jeffrey sworn and examined.

PERSONAL STATEMENT.
By Mr. McMillan :

Q. Where do you reside?—A. In Canton, Madison County.
Q. How long have you lived there %—A. I have resided there since

October, 1868.

Q. What has been your occupation ?—A. I am now chancellor clerk.

When I first came to the county I was occupied in merchandising.
Q. How long have you been chancellor clerk?—A. I was appointed

probate clerk in September, 1869. I qualified on the 5th day of October,
1869, and when that court was merged in chancery, in 1870, I was re-

appointed by Governor Alcorn as chancellor clerk. I have beeu re-

elected three times since.

Q. You reside in the same city with Colonel Ross, who has just testi-

fied?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Were you in Canton during the summer and fall of 1875, prior to
the time of the election of that year?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Will you state all the circumstances you know in regard to any
evidence of violence or intimidation which transpired during that cam-
I)aigu ? State your knowledge upon the subject.—A. The feeling was
very intense between the parties. I know of no personal violence being
used against any man.

ARMED YOUNa MEN FROM YAZOO COUNTY IN CANTON.

Q. You know of any evidence of any person being armed jiresent in

Canton, and whether citizens were present from abroad tliere?—Yes,
sir; a good many citizens always went on. A good many persons from
the other counties would come there—from Yazoo County. A number
of young men would be over, probably, every week from Yazoo County
for some time before the election took place.

ONE ARMED COMPANY THAT DRILLED REGULARLY.
Q. Were they armed, and what was their conduct and conversation ?

—

A. They merely carried revolvers. That was a very common thing, not
only during the election, but at different times in this State. There was
one company organized and armed, and supposed to be for political pur-
poses, but I don't know the object of the organization. They are still

organized, and drill every Wednesday night in the county.

Q. Bid they do so during that summer ?—A. Yes, sir; they organized,
I think, in August, 1875, and have been drilling ever since.

ALL WHITE MEN AND DEMOCRATS.
Q. Were they white men ?—A. Yes, sir; all white men.
Q. To what party did they beloug ?—A. To the democratic party.

Q. Did they parade or drill during that time?—A. Only once; that
was on their decoration day.

Q. Did they drill during that summer?—A. They drilled in the hall

there every Wednesday night.

APPREHENSIONS BY BOTH PARTIES.

Q. What was the state of feeling, in reference to the excitement in the
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public miud, as to the apprehension of any danger or violence at that

time f—A. Apprehension by both parties ; we were afraid it would cul-

minate in a fight between the t^vo races. They got up several rumors
that the colored people were marching on the town. One night all the

citizens there turned out armed to protect the town, but it proved to be

a canard. There was no one marching on the town.

Q. Did the two parties nominate their tickets ?—A. Tes, sir; the demo-
crats nominated first, before the rei)ublican party nominated their ticket.

CAUSE OF THE COMPROMISE.

Q. Did these tickets continue in the field until the election-day ?—A.

No, sir; about a week before the election there was a compromise eft'ected

at the suggestion of some leading democrats, who thought that, as they

expressed it, " they could not keep the young men down," and that they

thought it best to have a compromise effected to have a good feeling

existing between both parties during the election.

Q. Vv hat kind of trouble did they apprehend f—A. Some of them said

that bloodshed could not be avoided.

Q. Was that feeling pretty general throughout the country!—A. Yes,

sir; of gentlemen on both sides, I think. I know a good many leading

democrats spoke to me on the subject.

Q. And it was under that state of feeling that that compromise was
brought about?—A. Yes, sir.

HOW COMPEOMISE WAS FIRST PROPOSED.

Q. Will you state the circumstances, the facts atteuding that com-
promise, arid what it resulted in ?—A. I believe the first ap])roach that

was made was by Mr. Singleton, son of Congressman Singleton. He
approached me in the chancery court in October, and asked me if a com-
promise could not be effected.

Q. Be is a democrat!—A. Yes, sir. I told him he would have to go
to some one else, that I was opposed to com])romising, but Chancellor

Breck at tlmt time passed by where we were talking, and he turned to

the chancellor, spoke to him, and the chan<;ellor said it might have a

good effect, lie was chancellor at that time of the thirteenth chancery
district in the State, and tlie subject was droi)ped there until about a
week before the election, when Mr. Powell, who was then chairmau of

the democratic executive committee of the county, and Mr. Singleton

and ]\Ir. Yeandle came over to the court-house, and Sheriff' lloss, and
comuK'uced a conversation, and Captain Ross afterward came into my
office and stated that they lual made an overture, but yet said that they
were not authorized by the democratic i)arty to do so, but that later in

the day they had a meeting of the denjocratic executive committee—

I

think it was a committee of five from the democratic club of the county
—and they were talking to different members of the republican execu-

tive committee in reference to effecting a compromise to save any
trouble. I was not a member of the republican executive committee,
and so I did not hear their conversation, but after they had talked

among these republicans in the county, and most of them were up iu

Canton at tliat time, at least those that had been nominated on the re-

publican ticket, and they agreed to compromise there.

TERMS OF THE C0MPR03IISE.

They were to have two members of the lower house and two super-

visors and a justice of the i)eace in each district in the countj', and the
republican county ticket was to be changed, and they were to have a
cotton-w^eigher. Our party did not nominate a surveyor. And then
the sheriff' who was nominated on the ticket was to be withdrawn and
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Captain Ross substituted iii his place. He was acceptable to both par-
ties. I was called iu to act as scribe to the two parties aud draaij;iited

the terms of the compromise, which was signed by the executive com-
mittees of both parties.

DEMOCRATS AGREE TO SEE PEACE AND ORDER AT THE POLLS.

Q. Have you stated fully the terms of the compromise as reduced to
writing by you ? Were there any other conditions!—A. The condi-
tion that the democratic party pledged themselves to see that peace
and order were carried out at the polls during election-day, and the re-

jiublicans on their part pledged theiiiselves to the same; and the under-
standing was that we were to have a free election—the right to vote for

candidates for Congress and State tieasurer. I believe those were all

the State officers that were elected.

THE FACTIONS OF THE DE:\I0CRATIC PARTY.

Q. You said in your examination that certain of the ujcmbers of the
democratic party, some ot the better citizens there, expressed the belief

that they would be unable to keep the young men quiet. Whom do you
mean by the young men?—A. They have two factions of the democratic
party up there—on<^. they called the old men's democratic party, and one
the young men's democratic party—and they both try to have control of
the matters; but the young men there are stronger, and generally control.

Thej' meant the youuger party.

FEARS OF THE REPUBLICANS.

Q. Was it a general apprehension among the republicans of that
county that riot and bloodshed would result if that compromise was not
entered into !—A. That was the understanding of those 1 talked to ou
the subject.

Q. Would that compromise have been entered into by republicans if

it had not been for that apprehension?—A. I should tliink not, sir. We
have a majority of between 1,800 and 2,000 in that county.

REPUBLICAN CANIDATES GLADLY VaTHDRA\V.

Q. I think you had conferred with republicans. There had been a
conference of the republicans throughout the county on that subject ?—A.
Yes, sir; most of the leading republicans had been notified to be in the
county, and were there at the meeting of the executive committee. There
was a meeting of the county republican executive committee to ratify

the action, and the leading republicans ratified the action taken in

making this compromise the next day. There were two members, two
nominees up for the legislature, but they gladly withdrew their names to

give way for the two democrats who would be jnit on.

Q. And from your knowledge of the facts, (lerived at that meeting
and from other sources, you express your opinion as to the dajiger ap-
prehended?—A. Yes, sir.

COMPROMISE TICKET ELECTED.

Q. Was that compromise ticket elected?—A. Yes, sir; almost every
one voted for it.

*

Q. There were two members of the legislature elected ou it?— A. Yes,
sir.

Q. Who were they?—A. J. T. Yellowby aud Mr. Stebbins.

Q. Were they members of the legislature at the last session ?—A. Yes.

WHO COMPOSE THE YOUNG DEMOCRATS.
By the Chairman :

Q. Speaking of young men who were supposed to endanger the peace
were they men who had been in the army, or young men grown up since
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the war ?—A. Some of tbe younger men were too young to have been

in the army ; others had been in the army. There were a great many
up in that section of the country who had gone to the army when they

were very young, enlisting at the age of sixteen; quite a number of

them.

PERSONAL RECORD.

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. When did you come to the county ?—A. I arrived there on Mon-
day, the loth day of October, lSi58.

Q. Where had been your home ?—A. I had been a portion of two
years in Hohnes County, Mississippi

;
previous to that I had lived in

Madison Parish, Louisiana, where I was not connected with polities

then, but was farndug, and acted as book-keeper for a tirm there.

Q. Where were you born ?—A. In Canandaigua, N. Y., and in 1859

moved to Rochester, X. Y., and lived there until 1863, when I went to

sea, and have been in different parts of the country since then.

Q. You came to Mississippi since the war !—A. Yes, sir ; I arrived

in Louisiana in April, 186G.

Q. Then you came to Mississippi in about A. In the fall of 1867.

Q. And went to this place where you now reside in 1868?—A. Yes,

sir.

Q. And you have lived there ever since t—A. Yes, sir.

Q. What was the first office you held there ?—A. Clerk of the probate

court; though prior to that I had been appointed registrar of the fifth

district, under military rule, by General Ames, who was then in command.
Q. Then your first office was registrar ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. What was your next oflice?—A. I was appointed then probate

clerk of Madison County, and I acted as registrar part of the time when
I was probate clerk.

Q. How long did you hold those offices?—A. I held the appointment
of registrar only during the election of 1869, when Governor Alcorn was
elected governor.

Q. Then you were clerk of the court?—A. Yes, sir; was clerk of the

court, I think, at the time I was appointed registrar.

Q. How long did you hold that ?—A. I held that as long as there was
a probate court, and that court was merged in the chancery court, and
then I was appointed by Governor Alcorn chancery clerk until there

could be an election for the office. There was an election in the fall of

1871, and I took possession under that election of the office in January,
1872.

Q. You were elected ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Clerk of the county court?—A. Yes, sir; of the chancery court

—

that is the name.
Q. And that office you continue to hold from that day to this?—A.

Yes, sir.

Q. Did you have any other official position than that ?—A. Xo, sir.

Q, Had no other ])osition than that during that time?—A. In the
early part of 1869, while I was merchandising, one of my partners was
appointed postmaster of Canton, and I ran his office as deputy post-

master.

Q. You did the duties?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And you still held that office as chancery clerk ?—A. Yes, sir
;

I

was elected this last fall for four years, and have three years and a half

to run.

Q. On this comi)romise ticket that was voted for by everybody ?—A,
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Yes, sir ; my majority was larger than ever before. Tliere were some
few votes for other candidates by democrats who coukl not reconcile

themselves to vote for a republican.

Q. To save their conscience?—A. Yes, sir 5 but I think only about
twenty-nine votes were polled.

Q. Was there was any nominee against you "?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. You did not run in 1873 ?—A. I ran in 1873 under an act that was
passed by the legislature, that was afterward declared unconstitutional.
My office is a constitutional office, and the terui is fixed for four years,

and to draw all the clerks out in the canvass they passed an act requiring
us to run again in 1873.

Q. Had you any person opposed to you in that nomination ?—A. Yes,
sir—no ; I do not think there was any ticket against me that vear. In
the fail of 1871 Mr. John W. Yerger'rau.

Q. But in 1873 ?—A. My recollection is that there was no one opposed
to me.

ABOUT COUNTY OFFICEES.

Q. Who were the officials of the county"? What were the offices held
there ?—A. There is a sheriff, and the chancery clerk, and circuit clerk,

the coroner and ranger, (that is one office;) then the treasurer, the
assessor, then the cotton-weigher, (that has beeu taken away ; that is

made a State appointment now under the law ;) then there are the super-
visors of each district, (five districts in the county,) two justices of peace
in all but one district in the county, that has three, or else there are two
districts that have three justices of the peace, butoue is ex oJ?c'io j ustice

of the peace, being mayor of the city of Canton ; then there is a consta-
ble for each justice of the peace, and I believe that is all.

Q. You have a chancellor f—A. Yes, sir; appointed for that district

in the State; he is chancellor sitting for that county; then there is

judge of the circuit court.

Q. Do you know all the parties who held those offices, personally ?

—

A. Yes, sir ; every one—no, I don't know my chancellor ; I have never
met him.

Q. He is a recent appointmentj?—A. Yes, sir ; he has never held
court since.

Q. Who was the chancellor who preceded him ?—A. William Breck
;

he was appointed two years ago, and was legislated out of office by this

late legislature on account of changing districts. The county was put
in a difterent district.

Q. Were all those officers that you have named, prior to the election

of 1875, members of the republican party ?—A. Yes, sir ; all but some
justices of the peace and the surveyor. I did not mention the surveyor.
That they always gave to the democrats, the office of surveyor, we not
having any one qualified for surveyor in our party.

Q. But all the others, with the exception of this surveyor, were ?—A.
We gave them one justice of the peace in the district, always.

Q. Excepting that, all the rest of them were members of the republi-

can party up to 1875 !—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Mr. Breck was chancellor ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Where did he come from ?—A. He was a New Hampshire man,
originally. He lived a great many years in Eochester, N. Y., but after-

ward was minister

Q. When did he come here?—A. In 18G6, the spring of 186G, and
bought a plantation eleven miles north of Canton,

Q. Who was the circuit-court judge ?—A. W. B. Cunningham was
circuit-court judge, but S. S. Calhoun is now.
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Q. From where did Mr. CutmiDgbani come ?—A. New Castle, Pa.

Q, The slieriff was examined today ; lie is a gentleman, I believe, from
Pennsylvania '1—A. Yes, sir.

Q. You are the cbancery clerk, as you have stated ;
who vras circuit-

court clerk "?—A. David Pen gree. r:'

Q. Who was previous to this hist election !—A. George W. Anderson
is circuit clerk now.

Q. Who was the other?—A. David Pengree.

Q, Who was the coroner and ranger?—A. Philip Bartley. He has
been for several terras ; he is a colored man.

Q. Who was treasurer of the county ?— A. J. T. Boyd. He has been
for two terms previous to this late election.

Q. Where was he from ?—A. He was a native of North Carolina, but
lived in this State a number of yeais. He has been in the confederate

army.
Q. Is he a white man I—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Who is the assessor?—A. The assessor was a colored man by the

name of S. H. H. Towles, last year, and this year James P. Parker.

Q. Is the assessor a white man? — A. Yes, sir.

Q. Where is he from ?—A. He is a native of Mississippi.

Q. Was the colored man a^NIississippian ?—A. No, sir ; I think he is

from Ohio.

DEMOCRATS OFFERED TO ACT AS POSSE FOR SHERIFF.

Q. Have you knowledge of the fact that was referred to by Mr. Ross,
that, prior to the compromise you have spoken of, many leading dem-
ocratic citizens ofiered themselves to Mr. lloss as a posse to aid him in

case any difficulty occurred at the election ?—A. Yes, sir; I heard they
tendered their services or the services of any democrat he might call

for.

Q. That was before the compromise was effected?—A. Well, about
the time

;
just about the day before.

Q. Before .'—A. Yes, sir.

LEADING CITIZENS MADE THE OFFER.

Q. Do you know who those men were ?—A. i\Ir. Moseby was one, I

believe, and Judge Calhoun—he is now judge ; he was another that I

heard mentioned.
Q. Were they leading men, men of character in that community ?

—

A. Yes, sir; Judge Calhoun is one of the leading men of the commu-
nity— !S. S. Calhoun, one of the most leading men of the community.

Q. Has he a very high character and standing in that community?

—

A. Y^'es, sir; W. J. ]\Ioseby is another. He has not taken much active

part in politics, but he is a leading merchant there.

ABOUT THE MILITARY COMPANY.

Q. You are asked by Mr. McMillan in regard to the organization of a
military con)pany which you described ; by what name is that company
known ?—A. Madison Pities.

Q. Is it or not an ordinary volunteer association of young men in that
vicinity ?— A. I believe so ; it is still kept up.

Q. Was there an organization, an oijen one ; were their meetings held
openly?— A. I do not know. 1 never attempted to go to any of their

meetings.

Q. Was there anything at all secret in their organization ?—A. Noth-
ing.

Q. .You say the only occasion of their parading was on decoration-
day ?—A. Yes, sir.
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ONE EXPEDITION TO CAMDEN—RUMOR THAT THE NEGROES WERE
ATTACKING THE WHITES.

Q. Decorating the graves of the dead ?—A. Yes, sir. Well, I have
koowu them to go out ou one occasion to Camden ; at least, a detail of

that company came out. It was an expedition to Oamden. There was
a rumor came that the blacks were attacking the whites up there, and
when they got there they found there was nothing the matter. The
sheriff, finding that they were going, went himself ahead and found
that there was nothing.

Q. How many went out from this company?—A. Somewhere in the

neighborhood of fifteen ;
all tliat could get horses handy.

Q. Went over to a place called Camden ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. How far is it distant?—A. Eighteen miles north of Canton.

Q. Was there any disturbances ?—A. jSTo, sir.

Q. They came back ?—A. Yes, sir.

WITNESS KNOWS OF NO ACTS OP VIOLENCE.

Q. Have they committed any acts of disorder or violence in that

county, to your knowledge?—A. No, sir; not to my knowledge.

CITIZENS OF CANTON TURNED OUT ONE NIGHT.

Q. You spoke of an occasion when the citizens of the town of Canton
turned out at night 1—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And armed themselves to protect the towti ?—A. Yes, sir
;
patrolled

the roMd leading into town.

Q. When was that?—A. If my recollection serves me right, in Sep-
tember, 1875,

Q. What time of night was that?—A. It was about—early in the

evening—about half })ast 7 or 8 o'clock probably.

Q. Did they continue out all that night?— A. Yes, sir; they had
patrolled out that night, and several nights after that.

Q. Was that confined to one party you turned out in this way—did
members of the republican party turn out or not?—A. Members of the
republican party in town were anxious to know what was going ou in

town—to find out what was the cause.

Q. Were you among tliose who turned out?—A. No, sir. Mr. Pen-
gree, who was boarding at my house, walked down town to see what
was the matter, and I staid with my wife and some other young ladies

in the house.

Q. You did not go down, but this gentleman went?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Who was this gentleman that went out ?—A. He was then circuit

clerk. He was boarding with us at the time.

Q. Did lie remain down there and with the patrol to guard the town ?

—

A. He walked about until he found notliing was going on, and theu
came back.

RUMORS THAT THESE COLORED CLUBS WERE MARCHING ON CANTON.

Q. What was the cause of this turrung out and arming of the citizens

there to patrol the town through the entire night?—A. I could not tell

you, because 1 could not find any grounds for it.

Q. What was apprehended 1—A. They understood that there was
colored clubs of three different sections of the county marching ou to

Canton.

A MURDER THE SUPPOSED CAUSE OF THE EXCITEMENT.

Q. You heard such rumors ?—A. A few days previous to that a man
had been killed by a j^ouug man in Canton in a personal difficulty—

a

colored man, and they understood that there was a great deal of feeling
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among the colored people in regard to it. But I never heard that there

was any steps being taken by the colored people.

Q. Did they apprehend that steps were being taken when the^ turned

out in tbis way ?—A. Yes, sir.

EEPTTBLICAN SENATOR OFFERED HIMSELF AS HOSTAG-E.

Q. Do you know whether any republican citizens joined them in that

attempt to defend the town against this anticipated attack ?—A. There
was our present senator who turned out with them and tried to allay

the feeling that existed, and offered to place himself in their hands ; he

said that he knew very well that there was no attack going to be made,

as he would have known of it from his intercourse with republicans

throughout the county ; and he offered himself as a safety to the people.

Q. He offered as a republican to protect them?—A. Yes, sir; he

offered to put himself in their hands as a hostage that there would be

no attack.

Q. Was he armed ?—A. I suppose that he had a pistol ; almost every

one has.

Q. It is rather of the custom of the country ?—A. Yes, sir ; at that

time.
WITNESS DOES NOT CARRY A PISTOL.

Q. You followed it in that respect ? You did as the rest did !—A.
'No, sir; I had a pistol—at one time I had; in going out at night I took

it with me, but did not make a practice ; it was rather cumbersome to

carry around. When I first came to the State I carried one regularly,

but I have never had occasion to use it, and so 1 gave up the habit.

Q. Did you go among the people that had taken these steps to con-

front that intended attack ?—A. No. I spoke to parties passing on the

street.

NO REAL CAUSE FOR APPREHENSION.

Q. Did you find there was (and whether justifiable or not as to the

result) a great deal of apprehension felt on that subject in anticipation

of that attack 1—A. I never found any real cause, but they may have
suspected there was really danger,

Q. Was there in the minds of these white people who turned out to

guard the town apprehension and excitement relative to the antici-

pated attack f—A. Yes, sir ; they were very much excited.

Q. And they staid out all night !—A. A good many of them.

Q. How long did this patrolling last after this f—A. One, or two, or

three nights I think. They had young men relieve each other on the
road leading to Canton for several nigiits.

Q. And this was kept up until the excitement died away !—A. Yes,

sir.

Q. How long was that prior to this compromise which was effected ?

—

A. Probably a month or more. I forget the exact time that this com-
promise did occur.

WITNESS GETS REPUBLICANS TO VOTE THE COMPROMISE TICKET.

By Mr. CA3IER0N

:

Q. Where were you on election-day ?

—

A. Tw«Mity-four miles north of
Canton. I started first to go to Camden, and they told me there was
likely to be a difficulty at Conparle City, and they were talking of sending
up some young men to force them—the republicans—to vote the com-
promise ticket. It seemed that some regular tickets, regularly nomi-
nated tickets, had been sent over to Breckville there to be voted in

Conparle City. When 1 drove into Camden, having held a great many
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elections out in that district, they thougbt I would have influence

enough to explain the matter so that the compromise ticket would be
voted, and they asked me to drive up six miles further to Couparle City.

I drove up there in company with Judge Downs, he accompanying me
all the way from Camden, and when I got up there I found that none
of the republicans had voted, and were in doubt which was the ticket

to vote, and in less than—I don't suppose it was more than five

minutes after I got there I had explained the matter to them to their

entire satisfaction, and they commenced voting, and all voted the com-
promise ticket. At every election that has been held in Madison
County, I have been in the habit of attending at Camden. I am well

acquainted up there.

CANTON NEVER ATTACKED OR THREATENED BY NEGRO P:S.

Q. Has the city of Canton, to your knowledge, ever been attacked
or threatened by negroes ?—A. No, sir ; never as I have known.

Q. By whom was that black man killed in Canton f—A. A young
man named Jones ; he was a clerk to J. A. Reed, a merchant there.

Q. Was he a white man?—A. Yes, sir; I think just arriving at the
age of maturity—21 years old.

THE ]MURDER A PERSONAL DIFFICULTY.

By Mr. McDonald :

Q. That was a personal difficulty ?— A. Yes, sir ; nothing political in

it, as I understand. A negro got drunk that day and went to cursing
this young man, who struck him with an ax-helve and broke in his

skull, and he died the next day.

Q, The negro was drunk, you say, and made some attack on him ?

—

A. I don't think he made any attack ; he only called him names and
cursed him.

Q. Altogether personal ?—A. Y"es, sir ; the young man was indicted

for manslaughter, but he has fled the country.

ALEXANDER TAYLOR—MADISON COUNTY.

HOW DEMOCRATS TREAT NEGROES.
Jackson, Miss., June 17, 1876.

Alexander Tay^lor (colored) sworn and examined.

PERSONAL STATE3IENT.

By Mr. Cameron :

Question. Where do you live?—Answer. At Madisonville; that is,

three miles on the other side of Madisonville.

Q. In what county ?—A. Madison County.
Q. Are you a republican?—A. That is what I tries to be.

Q. How long have you lived in Madison County?—A. All my life.

Q. Were you a slave before the war ?— A. Yes, sir.

Q. Who was your master then 1—A. Mr. Jim Branch.
Q. Were you arrested or was anything done to you last fall ?—A. I

was.

Q. Just state what that was ; tell the story.—A. Last fall we had a
speaking about three miles from where I live; and we all belonged to

the club
meets democratics.

Q. What was it, a republican club?—A. Yes, sir; and we goes down
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and gets about three miles from home, and we meets up and passes some
democratics. We had our drnms then. There was five of us along then,

and they commanded us to stop beating; and I stopped as he told me.

He asked me if I would beat any more that day. I told him 1 would
not unless I got further orders from our head commander. He says, "If

you don't stop I will have every one of your heads taken off."

ARMED MEN TAKE THE NEGEOES' DRUilS, AND PUT THE DRUMMER
IN JAIL.

Q. Who was the man that told you that !—A. Dr. Holland ; he was
the individual that said that; and we goes on our way to the meeting,

and on the following evening we got back, and the next day about 11

o'clock I was in the field picking cotton, and there came three of them
white men, all well armed, and they rode all around me. I never knew
what they were up to; they just come there and drew their pistols and
asked me my name. I told them.
They said, " I told you it was your day yesterday and it will be my day

to-day.'' They said,
'" Now I will arrest you." And they took me along

and they kei)t me in jail until the next day about 11 o'clock, and I

had to pay $10 to get out. They also taken my drums away from me,

and 1 never saw them when they cut them up, but I saw them shortly

afterward, and they had cut them uj), and they said to me afterward,

the men that had taken the drums said that they would take every one
in the State of Mississippi.

WANT THE COUNTY GOVERNED BY WHITE MEN.

I went on then and was never bothered any further until after the time

that they said the election was to be. Then, after the night of elec-

tion, they came back and come out to see where I was, and said, "Aleck,

I heard you was going to vote the radical ticket." I told him I did not

know whether it was radical or not; it was some kind. They said, "By
God, we want this county to be governed by white men." He says, "I
suppose you went to the speaking the other day ;" and they said they

wanted to know what I heard. Said he, " You have got to state every-

thing you heard ; if you don't, you goes up right here." I says, " I forgit;

I can't tell you now." He says, "All right. 1 8upi)ose that they said that

they wanted the blood of twenty-live wliite men to unite the radical band
together." I said that I never heard that word. They said that it was
spoke at that meeting, and they asked me if I did not hear Captain
Key and Mr. Jenkins say so. I said I did not, and they said that they

intended to carry this election. 1 said that that was none of my look-

out; that they must do the best they could.

They said, "All right; we wanted to know whether you niggers wanted
to fight, or intend to fight." I toUl them that I liid not know what the

other niggers intended to do, but 1 wanted to stay there and work with-

out any fuss. He says, "If you niggers want to fight us, blow your
horns nnd we will answer."

Q. Who said this to you ?—A. Mr. Lee Dinkins.

By Mr. McDonald :

Q. Was this after the election
"'—A. This was before, when he said

that.

By Mr. Cameron :

Q. On whose land were you at work ?—A. Mr. Dinkins's.

MR. DINKINS WANTS A NEGRO DEMOCRATIC CLUB.

Q. This man said this to you?—A. Yes, sir; and just before their

election, they had a club, and he came to me before dinner-time one day,
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and got to talking with me about cotton, and kept me there so I got
tired, and he said, "Aleck, our club is goiug to meet this evening, and
I think I can have a democratic club off of my place to turn out this

evening." I told him I did not know about that. I told him that I did
not have time to go, I had to pick cotton ; and that I would not mind
going, but if there was any black people in there they was always in-

clined to raise a fuss, and I did not want to go there where there was a
fuss if I could keep oat ; and he said he would guarantee that there
would be no fuss, and he would protect me and see that I was not
abused. I told him that I did not know whether I woukl go or not, but
I would see about it; but I did not intend to go.

He said, " Was Captain Key running for high sheriff F I told him I

did not know whether he was or not; and he says, "Captain Key is not
going to get it, nor any other republican in this couuty." He says, " We
are going to run .d\ these scallawags and carpet-baggers out of here."

He said what they had done in Yazoo City, and he said lots more; I

have most forgotten Vvhat he said to me at the time.

FINED BY THE MAY^OR.

By Mr. Bay'ARD :

Q. You live with that same man now ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Who was the sheriff' in the county at the time that you were ar-

rested and taken to jail !—A. Captain Eoss.

Q. Is he a republican ?—A. Yes, sir ; he is.

Q. Who was the person who received you in the jail ?—A. He was a
colored man; I forgot his name.

Q. Who was the person who fined yuu ten dollars !—A. Mr. Robert
Powell.

Q. Who is he ?—A. A democrat.
Q. What is his office?—A. Mayor of the town.
Q. Had you a hearing ?—A. Yes, sir ; I had.

Q. Who came there as witnesses against you ?—A. These men that
was down there; they came in the morning.

Q. They made a statement of what you had done, under oath, and
then you were fined ten dollars ?—A. Yes, sir.

HAREISOX DINKINS—MADISON COUNTY.

THREATENED BY^ THE WHITES.

Jackson, Miss., June 17, 1876.

Harrison Dinkins (colored) sworn and examined.

PERSONAL STATEMENT.
By Mr. Cameron :

Question. Where do you live ?—Answer. Half a mile from Madison-
ville.

Q. How long have you lived there ?—A. I suppose that I was bred
-and born within two or three miles of that place, and I live within about
half a mile of it now.

Q. Were you a member of the republican club there last year ?—A.
I was, sir.

Q. Did you attend any political or club meetings?—A. I attended
only one besides our own.
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' WITNESS NOT PERSONALLY THREATENED.

Q. Were you threateued by any white men last fall ; did you have
auy trouble with thein?—A. Well, not at the time that I was present

did they make any threats to me ; but they made several threats against

me when I was not there; and Dr. Holland came out there one evening
and was telling what he would do if they did not stop beating their

drums there, though I was not myself there present.

Q. Did you have any trouble last fall yourself ?—A. Not more than I

heard, and learned from white people all through the whole settlement,

talking of what was threateued ;
what should be done with us if we

turned out and attended any liolitical speaking or at the time of going
to the election.

RUMORS OF DANGER FROM WHITES.

Q. You may state what the people thought about that ; what they
said in jour neighborhood.—A. From several I have heard that they
said that if we should meet at the times that we appointed, that the

white people would come, and they would do this, that, and the other
;

they would injure us; that we should not return from there like we
came. I have heard all such remarks as that passing there from one to

another.
Not that I heard any white man himself say anything of the kind, of

course, but 1 heard it, and I don't see how it could get out utdess it should
be from them ; and it made me fearful of them, although I ran the risk. I

thought I was in as much danger at home as I would be from home, and
I turned out at any time when they had any meetings, wheu I was able

to go.

I was very sick along last fall, but I attended the election, though
I was very i'earful at the time from what should be said should be
done on that day, and although I voted, I had a brother that dul not
on the same account—for what was threateued.

Q. Did a good many of the colored people stay away from the elec-

tion because they were afraid to go there?—A. I knew of tliree men,
only three that I know of, that did stay away, and they said before the
election, after hearing these remaiks, that for that reason they would
not go, and they did not go. I could not say that that was the reason,
but that is what I learned of theiu beforehand.

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. Are you 21 ?—A. I am 22 this last gone March.

J. H. MOORE—MADISOX COUNTY.

INTIMIDATION OF NEGROES.

Jackson, Miss., June 17, 1876.

John H. Moore (colored) sworn and examined.

By Mr. CaimerON:
Question. Where do you live?—Answer. In Madison County.
Q. How long have you lived there?—A. 1 was bred and born there.

Q. How old are you ?—A. Thirty-two years— thirty-one last May.
Q. Did you have any trouble with the white men last fall? Were you

arrested?—A. No, sir; 1 was not arrested.
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Q. Dkl you have any trouble before the election ?—A. There were
some threats made about lue, and I would lay out a good deal, I was
mightily feared.

Q. What threats were made?—A. A gentleman sent me word.

A KNIFE LYING AT MY THROAT.

Q. What gentleman ?—A. Mr. Baskin, president of the club, sent me
word that the knife was lying at my throat, but I did not know it.

Q. Why did you understand that the kuife was lying at your throat,

or that he said it was?^-A. I don't know, sir; that was the word he
sent me. He was president of the club there, and he sent me that
word—notified me.

Q. Who is Mr. Baskin ?—A. Wilson Baskin ; that is all I can tell

you. He was president of that club.

Q. Is he a democrat ?—A. I suppose so, sir.

Q. What did you do after you were threatened in that way ?—A. I

kind of dodged around.

Q. Kept out of the way ?—A. Yes, sir ; the best way I could.

Q. You can state whether the colored ])eoi)le were threatened in your
neighborhood in a similar way to that by the white men.—A. Well, I

don't know whether the other people was. I did not really believe that
until I met up with him and he told me himself that he sent that word,
face to face.

Q. You were president of the republican club?—A. Yes, sir.

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. Did you vote on the day of the election ?—A. Yes, sir.

GREEN FOSTER—MADISON COUNTY.

INTIMIDATION.

Jackson, Miss., June 19, 1876.

Green Foster (colored) sworn and examined.

PERSONAL STATEMENT.

By Mr. Cameron :

Question. Where do you live '?—Answer. In Madison County.
Q. How long have you lived there?—A. I came therein 1861).

Q. Where did you live before that time I—A. I lived in Virginia.

Q. Where were you born?—A. I was born here in this town, Jackson.
I was a soldier in the Army, and I came here after the war.

Q. What were you doing in Virginia ?—A. After the surrender I

stopped there a while, and then came back to this county.

Q. Were you in the confederate army ?—A. No, sir.

Q. In the Federal Army ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Where were you during the political canvass prior to the last No-
vember election in this State?—A. In Madison County.

Q. What part, if any, did you take in the canvass ? You may go on
and state.—A. I was in the southern part of the county, the lower
beat.

ORGANIZED A NEGRO CLUB.

Q. You may state whether or not you organized a club there.—A.
Y"es, sir ; I had a club organized, and have been president of it for three
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years last ISIovember, and I had abont two luiudred aud sixty members
of my club ; aud last November, just before the election, the white peo-

]>le busted tliem up mij^htily, aud scattered them arouud there aud shot
into the crowd.

WHITES CALL FOR THE PRESIDENT OF THE CLUB.

Q, How did they do that f—A. We generally had a political meeting-

every Saturday night ; that is, we got our club together and had speak-

ing among the nsembers of the club; and Dr. Holland and Lee Hink-
ins and Capt. George Galloway came one Saturday evening just about
half an hour by the sun aud wanted to know who was the j)resideut of

the club.

Souie members of the club told him that Green Foster was president.

Holland says, " I want to see him."

I says, " I am present, ready to hear anything you have to ask me."
He says, " I understand you are president of this club V' I told him

" Yes, sir; I am ; the club appointed me."
He says, "Are you a peace-oliicer of the beat !" I says, "lam, sir."

He says, " Were you elected two years ago ?" I told him I was.
He says, "Well, in the place of your keeping the peace you are pres-

ident of the club here, keeping the colored people beating drums around
here."

WE WILL KILL THE LAST ONE OF YOU.

I says, "I will state to you, doctor, that we bought those drums and
we paid for them, and every club in the county has got them, aud I

never known them to be a disturbance to anybody. We don't go by
anybody's house aud make any noise ; we has our particular jjlace to

meet, and never interferes with anybody."
He says, "By God ! I want you to quit that, aud if you meet here

again there will be a hundred men meet right here, every one with six-

teen-shooters, and we will kill the last one of you."
I told him 1 didn't know ; that we didn't want any fuss, and that we

were trying to be as peaceable as we could.

WHITES TAKE CLUB-DRUIMS, AND PUT NEGROES IN JAIL.

The next Wednesday followiug after that they broke into one of the
member's houses, and taken the drums from his house and cut the drums
up, and put live members in jail and made them pay $10 apiece for

trying to keep them from taking the drums.

TWENTY-FOUR HOURS TO LEAVE THE COUNTY, OR HANG.
They came right to my house, and walked up to the door and asked

my AAife, " Where was Green Foster"?" She told them that she didn't
know. They walked around and said, " When will he be at home again ?"

And she said, " I don't know ; I don't know where he is." They said,
" We wants to see him, and you tell him that we will give him twenty-
five hours to leave the county. He is one of the damned radical niggers
of the couuty, and we are going to hang him if he don't leave."

I never did say anything about that until 1 met Dr. Holland and Mr.
Dinkins on a Saturday evening two weeks after that. They asked me
when I intended to have another club-meeting, and i told them that I did
not know.

I said, "We are trying to do everything we can for peace; that is

what we desires to have, aud it seems to me that you don't want us to
have it. " You come rushing in on us, and went for me at my house wht-u
I was trying to attend to my own business." 1 said, " 1 don't kuow what
to do."
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He said, " If you don't get out of the couuty you will know what to

do; you will be foand liauging on the China tree in front of your door
some day."

I said I had only one time to die, and if they were going to kill me
in that way, they had better kill me now. He said, " Never you mind

;

we will get you yet." I had staid out of my house for a week or two.
Q. Where did you stay ?—A. In my fodder-hoase and cotton-pen.

witness's house fired INTO.

Q. Why did you do that*?—A. Because I was uneasy to stay in my
own house. They came out by my house one night, five or six of them,
and fired at my house. I was sitting on my gallery, and I didn't know
w^ho they were until I heard their voices. I had two ugly dogs, and
they commenced to bark ; and when they came to the gate I heard one
of them say, " God damn him ; let us kill his dogs." W^heu I heard
them speaking I knowed v.ho they were, and I walked around on the
other side of my house, and they shot at my house fiva times.

ELECTION DAY—WE ARE GOING TO CARRY THE TOLLS TO-DAY.

On the day of the election I was one of the peace-oflicers of the town

;

was officer of the day. Lee Dinkins, and Dr. Holland, and Gartner
Johnson, and Willie McKee, and Emmitt Savage all came down there
with their sisteen-shooters and two pistols apiece buckled around them.
Dr. Holland walked up to me and says, " Are you one of the peace-

officers today ? " I said I was.
He says, "If you don't look sharp wo will get you; we are going to

rid the country of you damned whelps
;
j'on are running the niggers, and

we are going to carry the polls to-day."
I said, "Doctor, I don't want any fuss, and didn't come prepared for

a fuss."

TWO HUNDRED BALLS IN HIS POCKET.

He said, " By God ! we came prepared ;" and he put his hand in his
pocket and pulled out a handful of balls, and said, " I have got two
hundred balls in my pocket, and I haven't killed two liundred niggers
yet to-day." I said, " I hope you won't kill me.''

Only part of the people would not vote at all ; they were afiiiid to
go to the polls. They said that the white people said if they did not
vote the democratic ticket they w^ould not be allowed to vote at all

;

and they said if they couldn't vote as they wanted to they would not
go to the polls.

NEGROES AFRAID TO VOTE.

Q. About how many were kept away from the polls ?—A. Eight there
in our neighborhood—I have kept the run of every one of the members
of my club, and I have got a list of every one that voted ; there were
only 50 that voted out of my club—out of 280 members.

Just before the election they taken them five and put them in the jail,

and taken the drums and cut them up ; and jobbed their pistols on three
of them, and told them if they met them at the polls tliey were going
to kill them right there.

JUST AS IF THEY WERE FIXED FOR WAR.
They were always armed, and they were driving around about all the

time with their sixteen-shooters, jnst the same as if they were fixed for
war; and the colored people were trying to hold up as vrell as they could
and be as peaceable as they could.
You could not go to a man's house at night hardly and catch him at

heme around that neighborhood ; they were scared to death.

55 MISS
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They said they meant to carry the election or kill them ; that they

should not vote the radical ticket any more; that they were going to

control things themselves.

THEY TAKE AND DESTROY^ THE DRUMS.

Q. In whose house were the drums ?—A. In Taylor Johnson's house.

He was our drum-major, and had taken care of the drums. They came
to his house just about this time in the night. I lived about a mile and
a quarter from where he lives. There was Dr. Holland, and Willie

McKee, and Sam McKee ; they came and asked for Taylor Johnson, and
Taylor Johnson was in the field ; and his wife, she sent one of the people

.off to tell Taylor that Dr. Holland was come after the drums. Taylor
• didn't go home, but went around in the neighborhood and let the men
know of it ; and when we got to Taylor's house Dr. Holland, and Lee
Dmkins, antl George Galloway, and Tom Galloway, and Willie McKee,
and Sam McKee, and Emmit Savage, and five or six other men—I did

Dot know them—had taken the drums and carried them into the

town of Madisonville, and cut them up and threw them down on

the side of the public road, and had five of the fellows put in jail for it.

THE aOVERNOR ADVISES PEACE.

The men wanted to know what we should do about it ; I told them I

didn't know, I was going down to Jackson to see the governor, and see

what could be done; I told them it looked like they were intending to

have everything in their hands, and that every man had to take care

of himself, I reckon.
I came down and saw the governor about it, me and Captain Key,

and Mr. Monroe ; and the governor said to be as peaceable as we could

and he would see what could be done. That was all.

They kept it up plumb until the election was over. After the election

was over it was all orderly.

ALL WHITE MEN.

Q. Were the men you have spoken of all white men and all demo
crats?—A. Yes, sir; all except one, George Singleton, who was called

"George." He got after Captain Key—drawed his pistol on Captain

Key.
Q. Is he a democrat ?—A. Yes, sir; he goes for it; just turned last

year, though.
CLUB MET IN A CHURCH.

Q. Where had you usually held your club-meeting; at what place ?—
A. At Madisonville, in an old school-house down there—well, it was not

a school-house; it was a church. We first held it at the school-house,

but the colored people got some ground and had a church there, and

they told us we could hold our club-meeting in the church.

NO DWELLING WITHIN THREE-FOURTHS OF A MILE.

Q. How far is that building from other buildings in the village or

town!—A. There was not any white person closter than three-quarters

of a mile, and that was Tom Smith, the man we bought the laud from.

He never did interfere with us in any way, and there was no other white

people lived closter to that place than two miles, and Dr. Holland was

the next nearest one; and he lived about two miles.

Q. How many drums did you have ?—A. Two.

Q. What were they worth ?—A. The best drum we gave $25 for ; and

the kettle-drum, we gave $10 for it. Xever has offered to pay us a cent

for the drums or nothing at all ; and we could get no satisfaction at all.
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MEilBERS OF THE CLUB NOT ARMED.

By the Chairman :

Q. Were the members of your club armed?—A. No, sir; none at all;

never were.

Q. How many pistols and guns did they have among them, do you
think"?—A. Tbey had guns at home; I never did see them carry them
out with them on the march or into town at all. Some of them had
guns.

Q. Had they pistols generally ?—A. I never seen them with them
;

they carried them, I think, but they were always concealed where no-
body could see them. 1 mn'er seen any of them shown out, even at

election times. All went down to the polls at the election-day and voted
as fast as they could and hurried away.

Q. You were not armed on that day ?—A. I had a pistol there as
peace-officer.

COLONEL WARNER TO BE WAYLAID.

Q, Had the members of your club pistols ?—A. Xo, sir ; if they had
them I didn't see them. They didn't any of them show any, or talk as
if they wanted to fight at all. Colonel Warner came up to the polls to

Captain Johnson and asked him if he was allowed to vote there ; and he
said that he was. Johnson said, " Colonel, if you vote here night will

never shut over your head."
Colonel Warner said, '' Well, my life is in the hands of the State ;" just

that way, and walked up to the polls and voted, and as he voted this

Johnson stood by me. I looked on his papers as he wrote it ; he wrote
to Capt. Willie McKee and Emmet Savage to go and waylay the road for

Colonel Warner, as he came along up to Captain Key's ; and they meant
to shoot him.

WITNESS WARNS COLONEL WARNER.
They brought their guns out there. I seen Captain Johnson write it

on the paper, and I went to Colonel Warner and whispered it to him,
and told him he oughtn't to go up; that they were fixing to kill him as
he went along up there ; that they were over there trying to get a row
raised, to kick up a fuss; and the best thing for him to do was to go
to Jackson when the train came along, and he done it,

Q. He did not go to Captain Key's ?—A. No, sir.

CROSS-EXAMINATION.

By Mr. Bay^ard :

Q. Can you read and write?—A. I can read a little.

Q. Can you read writing?—A. Well, not much.
Q. Did you read it on that note that yon said he was writing?—A.

He wrote it in a very plain hand, and I made out some of it.

WITNESS FAILS TO READ WRITING.

Q. Can yon read that! [Handing witness a slip of paper with some-
thing written on it.]—A. No, sir; I cannot make that out.

Q. How far were you standing away from him when ho wrote this

note ?—A. I was standing right at him.

Q. How far were you standing off from him?—A. He was standing
here and I was standing with my foot ou the back wheel, and he had
the note up on tbe side of the buggy.

Q. You were unable to read that note that I gave you just now ?—A.
I could not make it out. Then I was in practice when I read Mr. John-
son's note.

Q. How long ago was that ?—A. Last fall. I oimnot make out every-
body's writing.
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Q. How far is tins church where you held those political meetings
from the public road?—A. About four hundred yards.

Q. Off of the public road !—A. Yes, sir ; off the j^ublic road, in a cot-

ton-field.

ABOUT THE ARRESTS FOR EISTERBIKG THE PEACE WITH THE CLUB-
DRUMS.

Q. Did you beat your drums when you had your meetings there in

the night?—A. Yes, sir ; in the night and at the church. We didn't

hold much there in the night ; a little after sundown. We would break
up early in the evening.

Q. Did you ever hold any meetings there at night at all ?—A. About
an hour sometimes in the night; not longer than that.

Q. How many people were arrested for beating those drums and taken
to the town of Madisonville ?—A. Five.

Q. They wore tried ?—A. No, sir; just carried them right on and put
them in jail.

Q. Who was the sheriff?—A. They just made a sheriff of their own.
Q. Who was the sheriff' of the county ?—A. Captain lioss was sheriff".

Q. Who was the jailer ?—A. Ed. Grant.
Q, Who was he ?—A. A colored man.
Q. Isn't Sheriff" Ross a republican I—A. Y^es, sir.

Q. And Grant is his jailer f—A. Y^es, sir.

Q. The next day were these men taken out and fined ?—A. The next
morning we went there and paid the line ourselves.

Q. When they were fined, before whom were they taken 1—A. Mr.
Powell, the mayor.

Q. The mayor of the town f—A. Y^es, sir.

Q. Did they have witnesses sworn ?—A. No, sir.

Q. Were you present?—A. Yes, sir; I went up there the next
morning.

Q. Who appeared agaiust the five men ?—A, Dr. Holland, and Mr.
Johnson, and Willie McKee, and Lee Dinkius, and Emmet Savage.

THE STATEMENT MADE TO THE MAYOR.
Q. Did they make any statement ?—A. They just said that they

ordered them to get the drums, and they wouldn't, so it looked like they
wanted to resist against them; and they taken them.

Q. Was the statement made before the mayor ?—A. Yes, sir ; this
same statement I have stated.

Q. And then the mayor inflicted a fine .'—A. Yes, sir; inflicted a fine
on them.
They first went to the mayor of the town for a writ to take the

drums, and the mayor said that he could not give them a writ to
take tlie drums, for we had bought the drums and paid for them.

Q. Were you told this ?—A. 1 heard this myself. I heard Mr. Powell,
the mayor, state that himself. He is a lawyer, too. He told them he
could not give them a writ to take the drums any more than he could
to take a man's horse away.
SHERIFF ROSS COULDN'T DO ANVTHINO—THEY HAD THREATENED

HIS LIFE.

He says, " They taken the drums and busted them up, and I told
them it was wrong to do tliat ; but they did do it, and I can't help it."

Just that way he told me.
1 then went to Captain Pt,oss, the sheriff of the county, and he said

th It he couldn't do anything. He says, " O, Green, I can't do a thing;
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they have threatened to take me out and hang me ; what can I do F
I says, " I don't know neither what to do."

Q. Who was the judge! Isn't Judge Cunningham judge of that
county ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. He is a republican judge?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Who was chancellor at that time !—A. I do not know who was the
chancery judge there.

Q. Who was justice of the ])eace there ?—A, In my neighborhood!
Q. Yes, sir.—A. Charley Williams.
Q. A colored man!—A. Xo, sir; a white man.
Q. Is he a republican !—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Who appointed you a peace-officer !— A. I was elected by a ma-
jority of the people.

Q. When !—A. I was elected in 1874.

Q. You saj' you had two bad dogs at the time you were sitting on the

gallery when these men passed by your house !—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Are they very cross dogs ?—A. Yes, sir.

SHOOTING AT THE DOGS AND HOUSE.

Q. Did these men shoot at them?—A. Yes, sir; one man shot at them.
Q. What other shots were tired than those?—A. That night!
Q. Yes, sir.—A. They did not shoot any more that night; they only

shot once at my 'dogs that night; but the other night they shot five

times at my house.

Q. What did they shoot at '".—A. At the house. There is one hole

where one ball went through the house.

Q. Did you see any more marks of shots !—A. No, sir; but I heerd
five re])orts.

Q. Where were you!—A. In my yard,

Q. In front of your house !—A. No, sir ; L wasn't in front of my house

;

I was around on the back side of my house next to the road. My house
was not more than one hundred yards off the road.

DR. HOLLAND THE LEADER.

Q. Did you know who those men were !—A. One of them.

Q. Who" was that!—A. Dr. Holland; he was the leader of all that

row down there; they all just followed him.

Q. Did you vote on the day of election !

—

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Was anybody hurt on the day of election!—A. There was not, at

that place.

Q. How far did you vote from Madison ville!—A. About four miles

from Madisonvilie, at Calhoun Station. They moved the voting-box
down there.

NEGROES DID NOT GENERALLY GO TO THE POLLS.

Q. Did you take your club down to the polls?—A. I did not march
them down there that day. I did not have anything to do with the

issuing of any tickets at all at that time. I just attended to my own
business, so they could not have a chance to pick any fuss with me.

Q. Did your club go that day !—A. Fifty of them.

Q. Did you all go together?—A. No, sir.

Q. Did all that went to the polls vote?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you know whether any of them went to another poll or not ?

—

A. No, sir; all of them voted at that district that voted anywhere;
they didn't allow them to vote in any other district.

DID NOT LIKE THE COMPROMISE.

Q. Did these other men who didn't vote go near the polls to vote ?

—

A. No, sir ; they stood away ; they said they could not vote for the men
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who they uomiuated to vote for, aud they just as well not have anything

to do with it as to have a fuss.

Q. Did not the men who went there aud voted vote as they chose ?

—

A. No, sir. I voted against my will.

Q. Who did you vote for ?—A. I voted for Captain Eoss for sheriff;

1 voted for Mr.'Jeffrey for chancery clerk ; I voted for David Jenkins

for member of the legislature ; for Mr. Yellowly for member of the leg-

islature ; Captain Stebbins, member of the legislature ; and Gart. John-

son, justice of the peace in that district.

Q. Who gave you the ticket to vote—where did you get it ?—A. I

will tell you how that was. We didn't nominate narj^ one of these men
;

that was a compromise that they made, and we had to vote that way or

not vote at all.

Q. You say you had to vote that way ; was there any other tickets on
the ground for you to vote ''—A. There was some few who had tickets.

Q. Who gave you tickets to vote?—A. Judge Cunningham.
Q. Is he not a republican?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Was he down there on the day oif election "?—A. Yes, sir ; he was
one of the inspectors of election ; he voted for the compromise ticket.

Q. Did you not vote that ticket at the request of Judge Cunningham
and his friends ?—A. I just voted it because they had a compromise on
it; but I wasu't voting for nary man that we nominated.

WOULD NOT ALLOW STRAIGHT TICKETS TO BE ISSUED.

Q. Where was your straight ticket ?—A. That was what they were
raising the fuss about—the straight-out republican ticket. Pleasant
Powell came to Jackson and got straight-out republican tickets, and
he brought them there, and started issuing them out that day, and
Captain Johnson and Emmett Savage and Doctor Holland told them
that they would hang him right there if he issued those tickets ; that

the republican party and the democratic party had agreed not to have
any of them issued there that day.

Q. Did Judge Uunningham give you the ticket you voted 1—A. Yes,
sir.

PLENTY OF REPUBLBICANS VOTED THE COMPROMISE TICKET.

Q. AVas the ticket you voted the compromise ticket ; the one that lie

handed you ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Aud did he desire you to vote that t—A. Yes, sir ; he told me to

vote that ticket.

Q. Were other republican gentlemen out there ?— A. Yes, sir; plenty
of them voted that ticket.

Q. Were they all voting that same ticket that you voted ?—A. They
were all voting the same ticket that I voted.

EGBERT PGWELL—MADISGN CGUNTY.
THE CASE OF THE CLUB-DRUMS.

Jackson. Miss., June 20, 1S7G.

EoBERT Powell sworn and examined.

PERSONAL STATEMENT.
By Mr. Bayard :

Question. Where do you reside ?—Answer. In Canton, Madison
County, Miss.
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Q. What position do you occupy ?—A. I am mayor of Canton and ex

o^cio justice of the peace.

Q. Were you mayor of the town of Canton and justice of the peace
there in 1875 ?—A. I was.

KNOWS SOME OF THE WITNESSES.

Q. Several witnesses, colored men, one named Green Foster, and
another, Alick Taylor, and John H. Moore, have testified here : do you
know them ?—A. I am acquainted with Green Foster personally ; the
others I don't remember.

THE EXAMINATION.

Q. They have been before this committee and stated that they had
been arrested last fall during the canvass and brought before you under
circumstances, as they considered, of injustice and intimidation, and I

want to know your account of that. They said that a fine was imposed
upon them for their beating drams in political gatherings.—A. There
was such a case came up before me as justice of the peace for the county.

The facts were these, as developed by the testimony :

They had been to a political gathering, quite a number of them, I

suppose from the evidence, and after the meeting they were going back,

some of them drunk, hooting and hollering, and they had disturbed the

peace, which was contrary to the statutes of the State in such cases
made and provided.

1 had theui before me and started into an investigation of the matter,
and got as far along as I have stated to you, when the sherili' of the
county, who was a friend to these parties, and a republican

SHERIFF ROSS ADVISES THE NEGROES TO PLEAD GUILTY, AND PAYS
THEIR FINES.

Q. What is his name !—A. R. J. Ross, the sheriff at that time and is

now. He came there and advised them to plead guilty and ask the
court to be as lenient as possible. I fined them, aud he paid for them.

Q. How many did you tine, and about what amount ?—A. I think I

fined them $5 apiece.

ONLY TWO OR THREE ARRES:iED.

Q. How many were there ?—A. Two or three; I don't remember which.
Those are the only ones that 1 had up during the canvass for riot or
anything of the kind last fall.

THE NEGROES WERE "HOLLERING" AND ALARMING WOMEN AND
CHILDREN.

Q. W'hat was the nature of the charge against them ?—A. It was for

disturbing the peace. They came up, and were requested to stop holler-

ing. They stated that it was a free country, and that they would holler

as much as they damned j^leased ; and they continued hollering, and
had the women and children throughout the country' very much fright-

ened.

Q. They mentioned the destruction of drums : do you know any-
thing about their beating drums in their possession, and how they used
them?—A. They had drums in the possession of the clubs around the
county. The county was organized into clubs, and has been for two or

three years. The republican party had organized them into clubs. They
have a constitution—I have seen it—and they meet three or four times a
week. They have their drums at their meetings, and they operate at

night aud drill, and sometimes are very unruly—not always.
On this occasion they were beating their drums, aud in addition to

that were hollering.
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Q. AYas this by night or day ?—A. At night.

Q. Did they hold their meetings frequently at night !—A. Yes, sir

;

almost entirely at night. I have gone out to see them myself occasionally

during the canvass at the solicitation of one or two of them, and they

extended to me the courtesy of speaking to them.
They were very polite at that time, but the speakers on their side

indulged in some pretty incendiary language.

Q. What was the character of the language they used ?—A. They said

that the white man could never be their friend, and that he could not

live in the same country with them, or words to that effect; that the

negro, the "bottom rail," was on top, as the old expression is, or words
to that effect. It didn't amount to anything, though, I reckon.

Q. Was there anything irregular in the fining of these persons ; was it

strictly in accordance with the law of the State ?—A. I tried to do what
I thought was right about the matter. I thought I knew the law and
tried to administer it. I am also a lawyer.

CHARACTER OF DR. HOLLAND.

Q. Do you know Dr. T. W. Holland '?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. He has been referred to by two or three of these black men who
have been examined, and they have stated that he was exceedingly

profane in his language to them, and Foster said that he recognized

this gentleman's voice as one of a party that rode by his house twice

at night, and once they shot at his dogs and once they shot at the house:

state who Dr. Holland is, as to what his character is.—A. Well, sir^ he
is a man about forty-seven or forty-eight years of age, a deacon in the

Baptist church at C'auton, and I think it I was going to pick out a
man in the country for exemplary conduct and high moral tone, I could

not find a better man; and 1 think that will be the universal testimony
of any responsible citizen in the county.

So far from cursiug, since six or eight years ago when he joined the

church, I have never heard him curse, and I don't think he ever has;
and I would almost say absolutely that he has not, because he is an
exceedingly pious man, and has a high and responsible position in the

church.
He is a highly resj)ected citizen and wealthy man, and the head of a

family. I don't think it possible that anything of that kind could have
occurred.

Q. Was he one of the parties who made the complaint against these
disturbers of the peace?—A. Yes, sir; he came in and made an affi-

davit against the parties—he in company with one or two others who
had heard of it. They passed by his house ; that was the reason he
came in. He lives near the road, and they passed by his house, and he
came in and made an affidavit ; said he thought that ought to be attended
to.

Q. Is he a man of temperate and orderly habits ?—A. Universally.

I never saw him drunk in niy life. There is not a better man in the

county. That is the truth about it.

Q. Js it credible to you, knowing, as you do. Dr. Holland, that he
should, in talking to men, interlard his conversation with the oaths of
" by God,'' and " God damn you," and things of that kind '?—A. IS"©, sir;

I should pronounce it unqualifiedly false, from my knowing the man as
I do; and I know him well.

NEGROES BEATING THEIR DRUMS UNTIL TWO AND THREE O'CLOCK
AT NIGHT.

Q. Did these men beat these drums late into the night?—A. Yes, sir;
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sometimes as late as 2 or 3 o'clock at night. They hardly ever broke
up before 12. I could hear them at different times in^the night.

Q. Were those organizations of negro clubs frequent throughout the

country?—A. Yes, sir; in every district and beat; in every neighbor-

hood they had a club. I don't believe there were a hundred colored

men in the county that didn't belong to one of those clubs.

WITNESS MADE TWO OR THEE SPEECHES TO THE NEGROES.

Q. Did you take any jiart in the canvass of the county ?—A. Yes, sir

;

I spoke several times to them ; spoke to the negroes especially. I was
rather popular among the negroes, and spoke to them several times

;

more than I did to the white people, in fact.

NEVER SEEN A MORE QUIET ELECTION.

Q. State the character of the canvass and election last fall as to peace
and good order.—A. I have never seen a more quiet election. On elec-

tion-day there was not a single fuss in town. I didn't make a single

arrest, and I don't know of any violence that occurred, except at one
time near Camden.

NEGROES THREATEN A WHITE MAN NEAR COUPARLE.
There was a party came down to Canton and reported to me as mayor

of the town, and as being the mayor I occupied the most conspicuous
position of any justice of the peace in the count3\ He came down and
reported to me that the negroes, in going out to Couparle, a little place
near Camden, passed by his house that morning, beating their drums
and yelling, and using some very vile language in the presence of his

wife and family; and stated to him that when they came back they would
fix him.
He got on the train and came down to Canton. It seemed that thej"

were very noisy in their demonstration. This is only hearsay evidence;
I am simply telling what he said to me.

Q. It was a complaint made to you as an officer?—A. Yes, sir. He
stated that they had gone on then to Couparle to attend a trial before a
justice of the peace, and they stated that when they came back they
would fix him, or words to that effect. He got on the train and came
down to Canton and reported to me.
From his report I tliought there was, ])erhaps, danger of a riot up

there, and I went to see the sheriff of the county.

SHERIFF ROSS GOES UP WITH A POSSE.

Q. Sheriff' Ross!—A. Sheriff Ross; yes, sir; and asked him to go up
there and take his posse, and examine into the matter; which he did.

Q. Who composed the sheriff's posse on that occasion ?—A. They were
a company of young men round town there and one or two of the sher-

iff's friends. I told him I would go with him myself in a buggy.

NEGROES GOT DRUNK, BUT DID NOT MOLEST ANYONE.

Q. Did any difficulty take place ?—A. None, sir ; they went up there,

and the i)arties, many of them, got on a big drunk, and raided around
extensively, but no damage had been done.

Q. Who were drinking ?—A. The negroes I was speaking of just now.
Q. Did they molest this gentleman afterward?—A. No, sir.

THE MURDER OF WESS. THOMAS AND EXCITEMENT OF THE NEGROES.

Q. Do you know of any other trouble at all through the county during
the canvass ?—A. No, sir ; I know of none there. Along early in the
summer, before the political excitement had begun, there was a negro
there killed by a white man by the name of Flake Jones. He was killed
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in Canton there. They had been on good terms. This negro had been
waiting on Jones, and I understood that the night before he had been
fiddling while the boys had been dancing around towQ there. They had
been on the best of terras ; but this negro, Wess. Thomas, got drunk
and insulted this man, and struck him, I think, and Jones struck him
back, perhaps.
Wess. Thomas had been at work that day, and had a saw and a hatchet

in his hand, and he attempted to use them, and Flake Jones struck him
once on the head with the helve of an ax, without any ax on it. He
was a clerk in the store there, and picked up this ax-helve.

There didn't appear to be any serious damage done at the time, though
afterward the negro died.

The evening before he died I went up to the place where he was—this

was before the canvass had begun at all—and found hiai suffering for

want of some things. I had known him. He used to belong to a brother-

in-law of mine ; and I sent down and got him some comforts, and got a
l^hysician for him ; but he died that night.

THE WOMEN WISH THEY HAD ON BRKECHES, ETC.

Around this place where this negro was, there was a large crowd of

negroes assembled ; and the women were especially noisy ; said that it

was an outrage, and that the negroes ought to burn down the town
;

and they used some very vulgar expressions; sai<l if they were not wo-
men, that if they had on breeches, they would attend to the whites.

The women were doing the talking and the men appeared to be pretty

sullen. I quieted them and got them out of the room, so that this fellow

could breath freely.

A STAMPEDE IX TOWN.

That night, or the next night, I forget which, hearing of this difficulty

in the town and the threatening language used by these parties, we had
a sort of stampede in town.
There were drums beating at Colonel Singleton's place—now a member

of Congress—and some parties came into town and said that the negroes
were marching on the town. They came and waked me up ;

I had just

gone to bed and hadn't got to sleep, iu fact. They got me out of bed,

and I went down town.

THE SHERIFF SENT FOR, AND THE CITIZENS ARM.

The first thing I did was to send for Sheriff Koss. I thought, perha])S,

that we might have a riot, and he was the proper party, under the law,

to attend to things of that kind ; and he came down.
The citizens all armed and met on the square, but there was no vio-

lence used to anybody at all.

We said to the negroes that we didn't intend to harm them at all

;

that we simply intended to protect ourselves. We had heard these

drums beating out there, and we thought that the clubs were likely to

march upon the town.

ALL KINDS OF RUIMORS—NOBODY HURT.

We heard all kinds of rumors. We sent out parties and found them
on Singleton's place, drilling in an old field ; but they didn't come to the
town at all. The thing passed over and there was nobody hurt.

Q. What numbers of them were there collected ?—A. O, in that old

field, about 125 or 130, it was estimated.

Q. What are the relative numbers as to blacks and whites in your
county ?—A. Well, sir, I could not tell you exactly, but the colored

people are largely in the ascendency.
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Q. It is here stated, [referring to a map of the State,] " 5,809 whites"
and " 13,139 blacks."—A. I suppose, sir, that is very near correct

;

about two and a half or three to one.

REPUBLICAN NEGROES THREATEN DEMOCRATIC VOTERS.

Q. Was there, during the canvass, to your knowledge, any intimida-

tion or violence toward any class of the community f—A. I only knew
of two cases of intimidation, and these were by two negroes. There
was a party by the name of Philip King, who had been captain of a
republican club there. His old master was running for the senate of

the State, and 1 suppose from his affection for him he came over, and
he got a good portion of the colored people to join him.
He had organized a democratic club, and it seemed that the negroes

from the adjoining districts around there in his neighborhood wanted
to take his drum away from him; and they told him that if he attempted
to vote the democratic ticket they would kill him.
He made an affidavit, and I issued a warrant for the ring-leader.f He

escaped my ofiQcer, however, and I never got him.
They had another case ; they had tried and convicted a negro by the

name of Henry Wallace before Judge Downs, a justice of the peace for

the county. 1 only know that from hearsay, from what I heard from
Judge Downs and from the citizens.

He was convicted for threatening to kill a negro for belonging to a
democratic club, though I don't know whether it amounted to anything
or not.

We had a democratic club meeting there ; we had organized a club
there in town and met once in two or three weeks, and a great many
negroes had joined it, some fifteen or twenty that night; and the next
morning there was a placard on the walls around in different places,

stating that the negroes who had joined the club there that night, giving
their names, saying that their days were numbered.

WITNESS KNEW OF NO OTHER CASES.

Q. Except as you have stated, do you know of any act of violence or

intimidation practiced toward anybody in the county or toward any
class of citizens "?—A. No, sir; those are the only ones I have seen or

known about or heard about.

Q. Was there anything political in this affray between the white man
who struck the black man in the store with the helve of an ax 1—A. It

was a merely personal encounter. Politics hadn't looked up at all, and
there was no feeling of excitement at all when the thing was done.
They had been personal friends, and this negro was drunk, and struck
him ; and when he attempted to chop him with the hatchet he struck
him once with the eye of an ax

;
politics was not mentioned.

By Mr. Cameron :

Q. What time was that done"?—A. In the earlj^ summer, before the
canvass had opened at all.

CHARACTER OF GREEN FOSTER.

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. What is the character of this Green Foster, the colored man who
has been here as a witness ?—A. Well, sir, he does not bear a very good
character, as far as I know of him. He has been arrested for stealing a
hog, I think a black boar, and he was bound over by a justice of the
peace ; but the grand jury failed to find a true bill, as they frequently
did along about tliis time.
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Q. How were the graud juries composed?—A. Mostly of colored peo-
ple; some few white; very few, however.

Q. How were the petit juries composed?—A. Largely of colored men,
and sometimes as high as eleven colored men to one white man, and
sometimes the entire jury were colored people.

IGNORANCE OF NEGEO OFFICIALS.

Q. All these people who have the summoning of the grand juries and
petit juries—the board of supervisors of the county—are they not igno-
rant people ?—A. Yes, sir ; they had a board of supervisors there last

year not one of whom could write his name, with one exception, and he
could only write it mechanically.

Q. Who was that composed of '—A. Negroes.
Q. Were they all blacks ?—A. Yes, sir. There was only one that

could write his name, and he could only write it mechanically.
Q. Those were the men that assessed the taxes for the county?—A.

Y'es^^sir
; they were the legislature for the county.

Q. They selected the jurors?—A. Y^'es, sir.

Q. Had you any justices of the peace who were colored !—A. Y'es, sir.

Q. Do you know their condition as to illiteracy ?—A. This year we
have one in the county that can write his name. Last year, however, I

don't think there was a colored justice in the county who could write
his name. I know several of them personally.

HOW JUSTICES OF THE PEACE KEPT THEIR DOCKETS.
The way they kept their dockets—they never report but very few tines

;

I think one of them reported about five dollars—the way they kept their
docket was to get some friendly neighbors to write it up just before the
grand jury met, to present it to them.

Q. AVhen the docket was written were they able to read it ?—A. No,
sir.

Q. And they had the control of the criminal and civil business of the
county?—A. Yes, sir ; there was only one democratic justice of the
peace in the county, 1 think, besides myself; Mr. Garrett.

Q. Were these justices of whom you have spoken able to fill up the
writs they issued, to sign them, or know what they contained ?—A. No,
sir.

Q. Did they sign these wiits by a mark, or get some one to write
their names for them ?—A. Signed them by a mark, I believe.

Q. Have you seen them so signed ?—A. I have; from one Bailis Win-
lark; he could neither read nor write, and could not even sign his

name—perfectly illiterate; he don't know anything.
Q. How about the public schools of the county ?—A. I don't know

much about school matters; they seem to run them pretty well, though,
keeping them up.

Q. Had they a system of schools ?—A. Y'es, sir.

BLACKS HAD A MAJORITY OF THE SCHOOLS.

Q. How many colored ones and how many white throughout the
county?—A. I think the prei)onderance was in favor of the blacks.
They had a majority of |)opulation, and 1 think they had a large major-
ity of schools. I know there were a great many colored teachers, men
and women.

Q. Who selected the superintendents of education ?—A. I don't re-

member, sir
; I think they were appointed by the State superintendent,

if I recollect right. 1 am not certain about that fact, however.
Q. Whore did you vote on the day of the election ?—A. I voted in

Canton.
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NOTHma SAID OR DONE TO PREVENT ANY MAN FROM VOTING.

Q. Describe to the committee the progress'of that election.—A. I was
ranuing for office myself at that time, and was over at the mayor's office

in the west ward most of the time ; but I went around to the polls very
frequently, and I don't think I ever saw as quiet an election in my life.

All the saloons, by law and by my special order, were closed up, and
there was no fighting, quarreling, or anything else, during the election

at all.

Q. Was there anytiiing that wasMone or said to i)revent any man
from voting according to his wishes ?—A. No, sir

; the negroes, a good
many of them, were working for the democratic candidate. I know sev-

eral that were working for me. 1 had a very large majorit^^ in town
there, and seemed to have been very popular with the negroes. They
had a candidate out; but we have always had a, majority in the town,
but not in the county. I beat nty opponent about six or eight to one* ^

ABOUT THE COMPROMISE^TICKET.

Q. We have been told by Captain Eoss and other witnesses that
there was a compromise ticket agreed upon before the election.—A.
Yes, sir; there was.

Q. Composed of both parties?—A. Yes, sir. The origin of that com-
promise was this : We had a convention there, and Mr. Singleton and
myself—young Tom Singleton, son of Representative Singleton—heard
that either Judge Cunningham or Judge Breck, one the circuit judge
and the other the chancellor

Q. Republicans f— A. Yes, sir; both republicans. We heard that
they had made some statement to some parties at Madison Station that a
comi)romise would be agreeable. It was generally understood that a
compromise could have been effected early in the canvass.
They wished to give us a good many offices

; they recognized the fact

that their board of supervisors was utterly incompetent and had run
the county into debt, and that the justices of the peace were illiterate

and didn't administer the laws correctly.

They were willing early in the canvass to make this compromise. We
heard of it, and we went up to see Sheriff Ross, and he said that he
didn't know that Judge Cunningham had made any such proposition as
the one that we proposed, but that they might make the compromise.

Well, we told him that we had come there to see about it, and if they
wanted any compromise we could present it to the convention ; that
the convention was in session that day, and we could have it ratified by
the people. That was the origin of it.

He went over then to see the executive committee, or the chairman of
it, and they called a meeting of their executive committee that day or
the next, I don't know which ; they got a majority of them, and then
they made a proposition to us whether we should take it or not.

It was exceedingly doubtful at that time how the county would go.
We didn't know whether we would elect our ticket, and they were not
certain of electing theirs either, by a good deal.

THE COIMPROMISE CARRIED OUT TO THE LETTER.
They made a proposition, and after one or two minor alterations we

accepted it, and the compromise was carried out strictly to the letter;
that is, on our part. There was some attempt on the other side to influ-j

ence the parties differently, but the majority of their party stuck uis
to it.

The negroes were very indignant at the compromise; and Ross told
me two or three days ago that it was all they could do to control them
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to make them make the compromise. They told them that the election

woukl be very close, as it was, aud they finally agreed to compromise.

THE sheriff's POSSE DESTROY THE CLUB DRUMS.

By Mr. Cameron :

Q. Do you know from information or otherwise what became of the
drums belonging to those colored men of whom you have spoken !—A.
Which particular ones ?

Q. Green Foster and his friends.—A. Yes, sir ; I understood that

they had given up their drums to the posse that went out after them,
and that the drums were destroyed. I didn't go out myself, though, as

a matter of course. I sent for Sheriff lioss aud he sent out his posse. It

was his men, his deputies. He was sheriff of the county and they were
his officers. I understood that they had given them up and that they
were destroyed. Only one drum, I think.

^
Q. Did you not learn that some jiersons forcibly entered the house of

a negro man named Taylor, who had these drums in his i:)OSsession, and
obtained the drums and destroyed them ?—A. Xo ; I never heard it.

CANNOT REMEMBER THE NAINIES OF THE POSSE.

Q. Who constituted the posse to whom the drums were delivered '?

—

A. Well, sir, I cannot remember their names ; there were three or four.

Q. Can you not remember the names of any one?—A. No, sir; I

cannot remember the names of a single one. I remember that they
came to me for the writ, and I told them to go to the sheriff and have
him to deputize them, which they did.

THINKS DR. HOLLAND WAS NOT ONE OF THE POSSE.

Q. Was Dr. Holland one of those ?—A. I don't know, sir ; I don't
think he w;>6 one of the deputies.

Q. Will you please state the reason why you think he was not?—A.
I think he remained in town while they went out for them.

Q. What day of the week did they go out for them ?—A. I cannot
remember.

Q. How long after the meetiug, of which Dr. Holland and others com-
plained, did they go out for them ?— A. My recollection is they came in

the next day after, and that the posse went out the same day.

CANNOT REMEMBER THE NIGHT OF THE MEETING.

Q. And do you not know, as a matter of fact, that the meeting was
held on Saturday night ?—A. Which meeting !

Q. The meeting held by the negroes when Dr. Holland complained
that they made so much disturbance.—A. My recollection is that it was
on Friday night, but I am not certain ; it may have been on Saturday
night.

Q. Was it not on Saturday night, and did they not go out the next
night ?—A. The meetiug they had was held in the day-time, and this

disturbance that I was speaking about occurred Miieu they came back
at night.

Q. Did some of these men ap[)ly to you as mayor or justice of the
peace for a writ or some process by which they could obtain posses-
sion of those drums ?—A. No, sir ; nothing was said in reference to

obtaining i)ossession of tbe drums at all.

Q. For what purpose did they apply to you ?—A. For the purpose of
jjj-^^ving them tried on the charge that I have spoken of just now.

iflQ- Was that the only reason ?—A. Yes, sir.

^^Q. During the last canvass, were there democratic clubs organized
throughout the county ;—A. Yes, sir.
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Q. About how many ?—A. Teu or twelve ; nidj be there were thirteen

or fourteen, perhaps ; not more than fourteen.

Q. Was the organization of the democratic clubs substantially a simi-

lar organization to the republican clubs?—A. Yes, sir; the republican
clubs had been organized perhaps before the democratic clubs were
organized; something on the same order, ouIn' the}' didn't have the
same constitution.

They were not organized to the same extent ; I know that the repub-
lican clubs had a sergeant-at-arras and all the appendages, you know.
They had a captain of the club, and a president and a vice-president.

The democratic clubs never had a president and had no captain. The
captain, it seems, was for parade days, and the democrats didn't have
anything of that kind.

NEVER KNEW OF ANY ARMED BANDS OF NEGROES- ATTACKING THE
WHITES.

Q. As a matter of fact, do you know of any instance, during the last

year I will say, when armed bands of negroes made attacks on the
white persons in your county 1—A. No, sir : I do not ; nor do I know
of any whites that attacked any negroes.

REMARKABLY QUIET THE NIGHT BEFORE ELECTION.

Q. I will ask you whether your county was quiet and orderly on the
night before the election, or whether or not parties did not generally ride
over the county firing off guns.—A. It was remarkably quiet. After
the compromise was effected most of our people took very little

interest in the election at all. I think that we would have carried the
county if they had all come up to the polls and worked hard like they
did in Canton. Every man shut up his store and went out to work
there.

Q. What I want to get at is this : whether or not on the night before
the election parties did not ride over the county, firing off pistols and
hallooing, &c. !—A. ISo, sir ; I should think not. I never heard any-
thing about it, and from the peaceable way in which the negroes came
up to the polls to vote the next morning—there was no attempt to drive
them away at all, and no arms on the ground—I should say that they
could not have done so. 1 never heard anything about it at all, and I
would have heard if it had occurred.

CROSS-EXAMINATION.

By Mr. McMillan :

Q. How long have you resided iu Canton ?—A. I have been living in
Madison County for thirty-three years. 1 came from o^orth Carolina
when 1 was a year old, and I lived out near Canton, some seven miles,
until, I suppose, about eight or ten years ago. I was off' at college for
two or three years.

Q. You are a democrat ?—A. Yes, sir ; and always have been.
Q. What is the name of the man that was arrested ?—A. Taylor, do

you speak of ?

Q. Yes, sir ; where does he live ?—A. I think he lives out on the
Dinkins place ; I am not certain.

Q. How far from Canton?—A. About ten miles, I believe, sir; be-
tween eight and ten miles.

Q. Where does Foster live?—A. Something farther off. He lives
down at the Buker place, about three miles from where he was
arrested ; that is, about twelve miles from Canton.

Q. Where does Dr. Holland live, with reference to Foster?—A.
About four miles from Foster.
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THE CLUB MET FOUR MILES FROM DR. HOLLAND'S.

Q. Where was tbe meeting of the republican club ?—A. I thiuk, from

what I heard, it was at the Stone place.

Q. How far is that from Dr. Holland's?—A. It is about four miles, I

reckon, in a different direction from where Foster lives ; a sort of an
angle.

Q. At what time was it alleged by Dr. Holland that the disturbance

at that club took place ?—A. Two or three hours after dark, or au hour
or two after dark, it may be ; or within half an hour or so.

Q. About what time in the month did that occur ?—A. I cannot recol-

lect ; by referring to my docket I could tell you. . .

Q. About what day of the week ?—A. I could not remember, but my
impression is that it was on Friday ; it may have been on Saturday.

WARRANT ISSUED NEXT DAY AFTER THE MEETING.

Q. When did Dr. Holland come to you about the matter!—A. My
impression is that it was the next day after the thing occurred. If it

was on Saturday he could not come until ^Monday
;
but if on Friday he

came on Saturday. It was very soon afterward.

Q. Did he make an information before you ?—A. Yes, sir; he asked
for a warrant.

Q. Did he make an aflQdavit and apply for a warrant ?—A. Either he
or another party who had come with him. I think Holland made it,

though.
WITNESS ISSUED THE ^VARRANT.

Q. Did you issue a warrant?—A. I did.

Q. Who executed the warrant ?—A. I sent it over to Sheriff Koss and
he raised a posse. I don't know who composed the posse.

Q. Did that posse take any drums from Foster ?—A. As I stated be-

fore, the posse took one drum. I don't know whether it was from Fos-

ter or not; I don't think it was from Foster.

Q. What did they do with it ?—A. I have heard that they bursted it

ui); I don't know.
Q. Was that developed on the testimony before you ?

—

\. No, sir; it

must have been broken up afterward. I didn't hear anything about
that; there was nothing said about the drum.

Q. Then the occurrence of breaking the drum was a!^ter this fining of

the colored men f— A. I say I didn't hear of it until afterward ; I don't

know when it was done. I suppose it must have been done afterward,

after they brought it down. 1 don't know but they done it on the way

;

I heard nothing about that.

Q. You made no inquiry about it ?—A. I didn't hear of it until after

the trial was over. There was no com})laint made to me in reference to

breaking drums at all.

ABOUT THE MURDER OF WESS THOMAS.

Q. What was the name of the white man who killed this negro in the

early part of the season ?—A. That w^as before the canvass began ; his

name was Flake Jones.

Q. Who was the uegio that was killed t—A. Wess Thomas.
Q. Were you present at the killing?—A. Xo, sir; I only heard the

liarticulars.

WITNESS HEARD OF IT.

Q. Whom did you hear it from ?— A. From a good many persons, both
white and black.

Q. Was Flake Jones ever punished for that crime ?—A. No, sir ; he

went to Texas.
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Q. Was he ever arrested 'I—A. No, sir.

Q. Where did that occur ?—A. la town ; in the city.

Q. You knew of the homicide before the mail died and at the time of
his death !—A. Yes, sir.

Q. You were in the city at that time?—A. Yes, sir.

WAS A LAWYER AT THE TIME.

Q. You were a lawyer at the time?—A. Yes, sir; allow me to explain
myself.

WAS MAYOR AT THE TIME.

Q. You knew that the homicide occurred there, and you were mayor
of the city at that time?—A. Yes, sir; but I did not know it until after

he had left.

Q. You did not know it until after he had left?—A. No, sir.

WITNESS DOES NOT KNOW WHEN THE MURDERER LEFT.

Q. What time did he leave?—A. He left the next morning, so I am
informed ; I don't know—or rather he left that night I don't know
when he left; he was gone the next morning.

Q. Was there ever any investigation of the matter?—A. None, sir;

for I could not get the man ; we had a warrant issued for him.
Q. Was ever any investigation entered into, or proceedings taken to

punish him?— A. Yes, sir; there was a warrant made out and put in

the hands of an officer, who reported him "not found."

MURDERER REPORTED " NOT FOUND."

Q. What time did you do that ?—A. The next morning—Sunday.
This w^as Saturday.

WITNESS EXPLAINS.

Q, That was after the man died?—A. Yes, sir; it was late Saturday
evening, aftt-r I had gone home. Allow me to explain myself now you
have put me in the i)osition of not doing my duty, which I tried to do.

It was late Saturday evening after I had gone home that that thing
was done, and from what I had been told, it was simply regarded as an
assault and battery. He only struck hiin once and the man didn't seem
to be affected at all that night, so I had been told.

The next morning 1 came down town ajud heard of the matter. There
was an affidavit made before me, and I issued a warrant for him. I

think, however, if he had stood the trial, from what evidence I heard in

the case, he would have been acquitted.

Q. No indictment was ever found?—A. I don't know whether there
was by the grand jury or not.

Q. Was tbere an affidavit made?—A. Yes, sir; before me, and I

issued a warrant for his arrest.

Q What did you do with that affidavit ?—A. After I found I could
not get the person, I just tiled it.

Q. You did not return it to the prosecuting attorney for him to make
a return of it to the court?—A. I spoke of it to the grand jury; I didn't
have to return it to the prosecuting attorney.

Q. Uid you make any return of the information before you to the
officers of the county ?—A. I didn't return the affidavit ; that is never
done.

Q. You never returned that?—A. It is never done. I will state that
where the party is not found, the affidavit is filed, "not found;" and if

the party comes back, he is arrested on the warrant and tried.

When I went before the grand jury they asked me if I had heard

56 MISS
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of any killings, any murders of any kind or nature, and, if so, to state

what they were
Q. And what had been done in order to bind the party over ?—A.

Then I report it to the grand jury, and they find a true bill, or not, as

they please. This matter was known, though, by everybody
;
the grand

jury knew it.

COLOIiED MAN MADE THIS APFIDAVIT.

Q. Who made the information before you?—A. I have forgotten his

name. It was a colored man.
Q. What facts were stated in that afiBdavitf—A. Simply that the

party had been mauslaughtered ; that manslaughter had been committed
upon him.

Q. What facts were spoken of in the affidavit ?—A. I think that the
affidavit alleged : personally appeared before me, Robert Powell, mayor
of the city of Canton and ex-officio justice of the peace, such a person,

and upon oath set forth that Flake Jones upon a certain time committed
manslaughter upon a certain party, &c.

Q. Who drew the affidavit?—A. I did. The man didn't know but
very little about it himself. It was done in the heat of passion, and our
statute says in that case it shall be manslaughter.

Q. What is the relative proi)ortion of whites and blacks in Canton ?

—

A. Well, sir, I don't know ; but the whites have about 100 majority of

votes.

Q. Is the white population greater than the black population in Can-
ton ?—A. Yes, sir.

DUTY OF THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY.

By Mr. McDonald :

Q. Where a warrant is not executed and the party not arrested, are
you required under your law to make any return of it to the governor
of the State ?—A. No, sir.

Q. It is only where the party is arrested that you are required to

make such return ?—A. Yes, sir,

Q. Was there a district attorney there?—A. Yes, sir; right in the
town.

Q. What was his politics?—xl. Republican.

Q. Under your law has he charge of criminal prosecutions?—A. Yes,
sir ; he has.

Q. That is his duty?—A. Yes, sir; it is his duty to prosecute all

cases of that kind. He didn't appear to prosecute that ; didn't come up
at all.

By Mr. McMillan :

Q. Did not appear before you ?—A. Xo, sir.

Q. Did you give him notice?—A. He knew of the warrant being
issued.

Q. Did you give him notice of the fact ?—A. No, sir ; I was not 're-

quired to do that. It was his business to have had the affidavit made
up, though I made up the affidavit from the information given to me.
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P. C. POWELL—MADISON COUNTY.

INTIMIDATION OF REPUBLICANS.

Jackson, Miss., June 20, 1876^.

P. C. Powell (colored) sworn and examined.

PERSONAL STATEIVIENT.

By Mr. Cameron :

Question. Where do you live ?—Answer. In Madison County.
Q. How long have you lived there ?—A. I was raised there.

Q. Where were you during the last political canvass in your county ?

—A. I was living between Canton and Madison Station, about three
miles east of Calhoun Statiou.

Q. What do you do ; what is your business ?—A. Well, I am a kind
of a jack-leg of a preacher.

Q. Were you a slave before the war !—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Have you got any education now l—A, Yes, sir.

Q. Can you read and write ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. When have you acquired your education ?—A. Since the war.
Q. How old are you ?—A. I am 30 years old ; born in 1845.

Q. What are your politics ?—A. Well, republican.

WITNESS ordered TO LEAVE CALHOUN AND TAKE HIS TICKETS WITH
HIM.

Q. In what precinct of your county do you reside!—A. Calhoun.
Q. State whether or not you were driven from that precinct last fall

;

state the facts in regard to the matter.—A. Well, sir, on the day of the
election—it was the second day of November last—the polls opened at
8 o'clock, and I had a great many tickets sent me from the chairman of
the county executive committee.

Q. What tickets were those ?—A. They were the republican tickets,

to distribute; and I went down to the station, intending to give them to

our people, and Mr. W. G. Johnson, of Madisonville, who was there,

and a great many men of his club—he was captain of the club there
Q. Is it a white club ?—A. Y^es, sir.

Q. A democratic club ?—A. Y'es, sir; and he ordered me to leave the
station and to take my tickets with me.

"I WILL GIVE YOU TEN MINUTES TO GET OFF THIS GROUND."

Q. Just State what he said, as near as you can remember his language.
—A. I will. He says, " I will give you 10 minutes to get off of this

ground.'' He says, " The whole of the white people have got their eyes
on you; they have got you spotted"—that is the very words he said

—

" and if you ain't away from here in that time you will be killed."

He says, " To-night, if we can find you, we will hang you." That is

just what he said to me; but I didn't leave the station at that time.
I left while the polls were opened, and went 150 yards, where there

was a store in the depot. I went there and staid there, and talked with
some fellows a while; and he came over there, and he says to me again,
" I told you to leave here ;" and I got ready, and went right away, and
I didn't give out any more tickets.

W. G. JOHNSTON THREATENS THE LIFE OF SENATOR WARNER.
He said, " I have been watching Colonel Warner "—that is our senator

that we elected for four years—" I have been watching him around here
all day, sailing round in his buggy, and if he votes the republican ticket

to-day on these grounds he will be killed at these polls ;" and he said that
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Monroe—that wasarepublicau auda white mau; bis name was Alexander
Monroe—be says, " be bas gone out of the country. I sent him word to
leave the county, and he has gone. If he had been here to-day we
would have certainly killed him,'' and so on.

DR. HOLLAND TELLS WHAT HE WILL DO,

Dr. Holland he came up there, a man that lived at Madisouville, and
told me that he didn't want me to give none of his boys none of those
radical tickets, as he called them.
He says, " Every man that works on my i)lace that votes that radical

ticket be shall pay for my meat and bread and his own, too ; and those that

vote the democratic ticket, I will let them have meat cheaper than those
that vote the republican ticket." That is the words he used.

JOHNSON TELLS ABOUT THE FIRING ON CAPTAIN KEY'S HOUSE.

Mr. Johnson said Captain Key, the man that we nominated in the

county for sheriff by acclamation—he says, "You don't know that some
of our boys shot through Captain Key's house the other night, and put
out the light;"' and he says, "lam captain of a club of these boys."

That is what be told me himself.

AFRAID TO ATTEND A REPUBLICAN MEETING.

Just a few nights before the election we appointed a political meeting
at Captain Eoss's chapel [or chaparral] lor a man that was a candidate
for the legislature—a colored man named David Jenkins—and we was to

meet him there; Mr. Monroe and myself was to meet him there; and we
learned, when we got ready to start, that IMr. Kemp was on the road,

him and several others, to mob us if we passed that way ; we didn't go.

We learned from some of our friends that he was on the road, and we
didn't go to the meeting at all We were afraid to go.

All the time during all the election there was some one passing our
house, about twenty or thirty in a gang, shooting their pistols and ruu-

uing their horses.

Q. That was before the election, during the canvass ?—A. Just like it

"was coming on to-morrow or next day ; they were continually shooting
and threatening around.

WITNESS HIDES IN THE WOODS ALL NIGHT.

I want to tell you the night that they promised to hang me—the night
of the election. I staid in the woods all night long, and hid myself to

keep from being murdered. That was just the state of aiSairs there was
with me.
They tried to keep me from voting, but I had such a pluck as a repub-

lican for the rights that Congress had given us for many years past that

I went there and voted ; I could not have helped it if 1 had got killed.

Mr. Johnson told me not to vote the republican ticket there ; but there

was a good many colored men there at the polls, and I got to the polls

and voted, and went away.
While I was there the boys came up to me and asked, " Who is run-

ning lor Congress this year?" I said, "Mr. Niles is the one that is nomi-
nated as candidate on the rei)ublican ticket, and I am for him ;" and I

asked them what was they for?

They said, " We are for that same man." I said, " Boys, rally at the
polls ! we don't want to have Mr. Singleton in Congress;" and he heard
me speak that much, and he told me to dry up.

Q. Wlio heard you speak that ?—A. Mr. Johnson ; he said, " ]>ry up
;

this election will tell who we want in Congress without any of your dic-

tation ; we don't want to hear anything from you at all."
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Some boys told me that he said—Gray, I think, told me—that he said

that he had a notion of shooting me down then ; and they advised me
to leave the polls.

COLORED MEN ADVISE WITNESS TO LEAVE.

Q. Who did ?—A. A good many colored meu ; they were afraid that

they wonld get up something, and they advised me to ; they saw so

much intimidation used toward me. They thinks a great deal of me, as

being a man- of God and of the truth, and so on; and they like me and
didn't want to see me murdered, I su[)pose.

" THEY RODE ABOUT AND SHOT ETERNALLY"."

Q. You may state whether or not, on the night before the election,

armed white men rode extensively over the county ; and, if so, tell what
they did.—A. They rode about and shot eternally; they was always
doing so, passing.

Q. About how many would be in a gang ?—A. 1 remember one night
I saw about fifteen passing through Judge Stone's place. They came
right past the house, and when they got there they held up their pistols

in the air like that, [indicating,] and fired them off, and hollered aud
hooted, and disturbed his family, I suppose. I know that they disturbed
me. '

Judge Stone used to be a member of the legislature here and he didn't

run this last time at allj

MANY NEGROES DID NOT OO TO THE POLLS—THEY FELT IN DREAD.

Q. From what you know of the colored people of the county, are
there any of them, aud, if any, how mauy, in your county who were pre-

vented from voting by the intimidation that you have mentioned ?—A.
Well, I could not tell you how many ; there was a good deal I knew
didn't go to the polls on this account ; that they felt in dread, if they
went to the polls to vote, aud a good many would not go, and the ex-

ecutive committee empowered me to go around and let them know that

we didn't think—that was the id^a of the committee—that we didn't

think there would be any disturbance at the polls tomorrow.
They said, " O, you can't fool me; I ain't agoing there;" and some

I know of was afraid to go over right around us there, because they
said that they had been told by their employers that if they went they
would not mind them any more than a stranger when they got to shoot-

ing, or something like that.

ABOUT THE THREATS OF SHOOTING AT THE POLLS.

By Mr. Bay^ard :

Q. Who were the boys that told you that they thought of shooting
you at the polls ?—A. There was a man by the name of Scott Jones,
lives at Mr. Savage's, told me ; and Mr. Emmet- Savage told me him-
self.

Q. Did anybody tell you so ? I mean, did the person himself, after

you got to the polls?—A. O, no, sir; but they that heard it and told

me was right at the polls.

Q. This was said by Mr. Johnson ?— A. Yes, sir; W. G. Johnson.
Q. He was the man that did all the talking to you f—A. No, sir ; Dr.

Holland said that I must not give any of his hands anj' of these tickets.

CAPTAIN KEY" MIGHTY WEAK-KNEED NOW.
Q. Who is Captain Key ?—A. He was the republican candidate for

sheriff of Madison County.
Q. Who was elected sheriff of Madison County!—A. Our former sheriff

was elected.
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Q. What was his name ?—A. E. J. Eoss.

Q. What were his politics ?—A. He has been republican ; I could not
tell you what he is now. He is mighty weak-kneed now, I think; or at

least he has been, through fear.

Q. He was elected, however f—A. Yes, sir; he was elected. The
democrats said that nary another Yankee should hold that ofBce except
Eoss; they liked him, and finally they compromised and ran Eoss, and
said that they would vote for him, or somethiug or another like that.

Q. Who was Captain Key ?—A. He was a merchant there at Cal-

houn Station.

Q. Where did he come from ?—A. Came from Indiana, I think.

Q. Captain Eoss was a northern man!—Q. Yes, sir; a Pennsylva-
nian.

Q. Had been a republican leader there ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And was elected at this canvass ?—A. Yes, sir ; was elected by
3,900 votes, I think he got.

Q. Did you see a blow struck at the election that day !—A. I don't
think I did.

ONE ACT THAT WAS VIOLENT.

Q. Did you see any act of violence that day at the polls ?—A. Yes,
sir; I seen one act 1 think was violent ; I don't know whether it was or

not, but what I thought was, and that is, that some colored people had
democratic tickets, and republicans were on some of those tickets for

the county officers : and on the ticket was two democrats running to the
legislature, Stebbins and Yellowly; and they scratched off Stebbins
and Yellowly, and another man that was running for justice of the peace,
and when they scratched them off they handed the ticket to the in-

spector to put into the box ; and Mr. Priestley ran and took the ticket

from them and he threw it away and didn't let it enter the box, because
it was scratched. That was one thing that I thought was violent.

Q. Who was this ?—A. Mr. Priestley.

Q. Who was he?—A. 1 think he was a democrat; I know he was.

Q. Was he a judge of the election?—A. Xo, sir ; 1 don't think he was
one of the judges at all.

Q. Who were the judges of election ?—A. 1 remember Mr. Luke
Weller, ]\Ir. Lee Dinkius, xVmbrose Archer

Q. Who was Luke Weller ?—A. He was a republican.

Q. A white man or black man ?—A. White.
Q. Who was Dinkins ?—A. A white man.
Q. What were his politics ?—A. He was a democrat.
Q. Who was Archer?—A. Archer was a colored preacher.

Q. Was he a republican ?—A, Yes, sir.

Q. There were two republican and one democratic judges of the elec-

tion ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Who was the person who took the vote in his hand—received the
vote when you came up to the polls ?—A. To put it in ?

Q. Yes, sir.—A. Now another one—I forgot to state that—was on that
board too ; Mr. John Dickerson.

Q. Who is he ?—A. A democrat, too,

Q. Was he a judge also ?—A. He was there as a clerk or something.
Q. Who took the ticket out of your hand ?—A. I handed it to Mr.

Dickerson ; I did myself when I went there.

Q. Was he sitting back of the box ?—A. Yes, sir; right back of the
table.

Q. You saw your vote put in the box ?—A. Yes, sir.
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Q. Did Mr. Dickerson take it f—A. Yes, sir ; he took it. He took the
tickets and he handed them to Archer, and he put them in the box.

Q. Was Archer the person to put the ballots in the box ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. When these other people you speak of went up to vote who had
scratched their tickets, had taken oif some names and put some others
on ?—A. No ; they hadn't put any others ou

Q. To whom were the ballots handed ?—A. Mr. Priestley took them.
Q. Who was he ?—A. A white man who lives about a mile or a mile

and a half west of the station.

When they were putting in these scratched tickets they said—they told

the colored people, "The leading republicans of this county has compro-
mised with us to run one ticket ; and we have done this for the whole and
sole purpose of carrying that out."

Q. Who told you that?—A. The democrats were talking at the sta-

tion.

Q. Did you hear them say that '?—A. I heard them say that.

PRIESTLEY GOES AROUND INTERFERING.

Q. I want to know what Priestley had to do with the election !—A. He
just himself went around interfering, and said no tickets should go in

the box—no scratched ticket should go in the box ; that they had to

vote the tickets just as they were there.

Q. Was he an ofUcer of the election—a judge?—A. ISTo, sir.

Q. Had he anything to do with the reception of the votes ?—A. I

don't think he had ; 1 know he hadn't ; and the reason is, because these
men I told you was all that was appointed there.

Q. The box was on the table ?—A. On the table.

Q. These colored men had voted before, had they not ! I do not mean
at that same election ; I mean in other years.—A. Yes, sir.

Q They knew how to vote ?—A, Yes, sir.

Q. Did they not know who were the officers of election ?—A. They
knowed it; bat I am going to tell you the truth : I don't consider there

was any election in the State of Mississippi last fall, because I was afraid

to think ; I was even afraid to say how or what 1 was agoing to do, or

anybody else in this State.

THE PEOPLE WERE AFRAID EVEN TO TALK.

Q. Now, will you go back to the facts of the election as they occurred
to you, as far as you know ?—A. The colored people wanted to talk with
Judge Cunningham about it ; but Judge Cunningham, it seemed to us,

wanted to keep out of the way. He was afraid to say anything to

them, and he just kept out of the way; just kept walking until he got
out of the way, and kept from saying anything. I reckon he felt

afeared that they would think he w^s telling them something. He
didn't give them any advice, didn't say anything to them. The people
were afraid even to talk.

Q. Was Captain Boss one of your leaders at that time ?—A. He had
been.

Q. Had you voted for him before ?—A. I voted for Cai^tain Eoss, I

think, four years for sheriff.

THE COMPROMISE NOT ACCEPTABLE.

Q. Well, this compromise having been made up by Captain Ross and
Judge Cunningham and others, it was not acceptable to you, nor to the
colored people ?—A. No, sir.

Q. And you wanted to vote a separate ticket ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. When you went up to the polls was there any attempt to take
your ticket ?—A. Mine ?
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Q. Yes; did any of the judges object to your ticket ?—A. No, sir; none
of them there on the board didn't interfere with us at all.

PRIESTLEY THREW AWAY ALL TICKETS HE DID NOT LIKE.

Q. When the other people went up to vote, what prevented them from
handing their tickets to the judge as they chose to, just as you did ?

—

A. When they handed it to the judge, Priestley would take it and read

it, and if he found anything on it that he didn't think was right, he
would throw it away.
There was a man by the name of Eli Cole spoke to me about it twice.

He says, " Why, see that man throw that ticket away." I says, " Look
here, man, don't say anything to me ; this ain't no election now."

THE REPUBLICAN JUDGES DID NOT SAY A WORD.

Q. Did the republican judges of election make any objection to this?

—

A. The republican judges didn't say a word.

Q. You had Mr. VVeller and you had Mr. Archer?—A. Never said a
word; I don't know as they noticed it; everybody was frightened. I

don't know that they noticed anything like that.

Mr. Luke Weller, he x\as always just as friendly as he could be to

me, but on that day he didn't have time to talk to niG
;
had nothing to-

say to me, not a word.

Q. Who is Priestley ?—A. A white man.
Q. What is his full name ?—A. I forget his other name, but I think

Tom Priestley was his name.
Q. What is his business?—A. A farmer.

Q. How far from there does he live ?—A. He lives a mile and a half,

I think, west.

Q. Was he a candidate at that election for any office ?—A. No, sir.

PRIESLEY'S BUSINESS WAS INTERFERING WITH EVERYBODY.
Q. Had he anything to do, as an officer, with the election at all ?—A.

No, sir—yes, sir ; he was interfering with everybody—Mr. Kemp and
all of them.

Q. Did you know the colored men, whose tickets were taken from
them by Mr. Priestley ?—A. No, sir ; I didn't know the men at all ; I

don't know very many men, any how, in the county.

Q. How many tickets did you see taken in this manner by Mr.
Priestley ?—A. I was standing and looking, and there was several that
scratched their tickets. I know about fifty of them scratched their tick-

ets and got them in before this party found out. I know 1 saw them
scratch them before they voted. There is Mr. Gray, a colored man, he
scratched ofi" all the county officers except one, I believe, and when he
voted

Q. Did he vote that ticket ?-*-A. Yes, sir ; he voted the ticket all

scratched off like that.

Q. You had a straight ticket of your own with nothing but republi-

cans on it, and you voted the straight ticket yourself then with Captain
xLii'^- on it?—A. No, sir; Captain Key was not on it—Captain Ross.
My object in voting was more for Mr. Niles than for anytliing else.

Q. You voted for whom you wanted to on that day ?—A. Yes, sir

;

Mr. Niles and the State treasurer, Buchanan, I think.

Q. Did you vote for whom you wanted to on that day ?—A. Yes, sir;

I voted for whom I wanted to.

Q. Did you see these tickets that Mr, Priestley took and tore up ?

—

A. He never tore them up ; he just threw them down.
Q. Just dropped them on the ground ?—A. Yes, sir.
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Q. Did you see them ?—A, Yes, sir.

Q. Did you pick them up aud read them?—A. I saw them myself.

Q. Did you pick them up and read them ?—A. I didn't go to him
after that.

MR. KE]VIP MAKES THREATS.

Q. How many tickets were torn up?—A. There were four. Mr. Kemp
said that if our men was elected there would not be a Yankee alive in

the State in three weeks.
Q. Who is he?—A. A man who lives on Mr. Hyke's place.

WITNESS MADE POLITICAL SPEECHES.

Q. Did you malxc any political speeches during the canvass?—A. I

made about fifty, I reckon.

Q. All over the county?—A. Yes, sir; at several places in the county
;

not all over. I was at the county convention and made a speech up
there, I believe. We could not hold even a county convention in Madi-
son ; we had to go out in the woods and hold our convention ; we could
not hold it at the county-seat without being interfered with.

CONVENTIONS HELD IN THE WOODS FOR FEAR OF TROUBLE.

Q. Did you try to?—A. Yes, sir; the chairman called it there, and then
we had to go about five miles in the woods.

Q. At what town was that ?—A. Canton.
Q. Who were there?—A. Captain Ross and Captain Key and most

of the leading republicans,

Q. Where did you adjourn to ?—A. To a place—Mat. Richards's place.

Q. How far away ?—A. About five miles.

Q. Why did you not hold your convention in Canton ?—A. W^e ex-

pected that there would be a riot or something of that kind.

Q. Captain Ross came with you?—A. Captain Ross went out there.

Q. Did Judge Cunningham go with him?—A. No, sir; I don't think
he was there. Captain Pratt was there.

Q. Why did you go out from Canton ; what was done at Canton that
led you to go out?—A. There was nothing done to us at Canton the
day the convention was called, but on the day before the convention,
as I understand, it was said that the colored people was coming in to
whip out Canton, and they armed up themselves and guarded around
Canton all night to prevent the darkies from coming in. They said that
they heard our club was coming into town to whip them out. I was
at home asleep at the time.

Q. That was what you heard was expected ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. That did not take place?—A. That was what was done before the
convention.

Q. Did you hold your convention at this place, five miles from Canton,
on the day it was to have been held in Canton ?—A. Yes, sir.

DID NOT SEE ARMED MEN TO PUT HIM IN FEAR.

Q. Was there any one present in Canton whom you saw threatened
on that day?—A. No, sir; I didn't hear any threats, but this was jus'

interference.

Q. Were there anj' bodies of armed men there that you saw that
you in fear that day ?—A. No, sir. lU.

Q. Was there anybody assaulted or hurt that day, of your
friends, or anybody in Canton ?—A. Yes, sir ; a man that day,
came back from the convention.

Q. I mean before you went.—A. No, sir ; I never heard
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self. I just went right in Canton, and went right on out through, on
the road leading north.

Q. You saw nothing in Canton to cause you to tear ?—A. No, sir.

Q. Did you hear anything in Canton that frightened you?—A. I

didn't hear nothing of the kind that time.

Q. About how many tickets did you see Priestley take from the voters

and throw on the ground f—A. I said I thought there was about three

or four.

ELI HUNT—MADISON COUNTY.

COLOEED man's EXPERIENCE.
Jackson, Miss., June 20, 1876.

Eli Hunt (colored) sworn and examined.

PERSONAL STATE3IENT.

By Mr. Cameron :

Question. Where do you live ?—Answer. I live in Madison County.

Q. How long have you lived in Madison County ?—A. I was bred and
born in Madison.

Q. How old are you ?—A. Going on forty-two years old.

Q. Where were you during the political canvass before the last elec-

tion ?—A. I have been in Madison ever since 1 was mustered out of the

Army.
Q.^Did anything happen to you last fall?—A. Yes, sir.

. WITNESS SHOT.

Q. Tell what it was.—A. I was shot in Madison County, about eight-

een miles from here. One ball went right through the right side of

my hat, and one ball is now in the middle part of my back.

Q. Who shot you ?—A. Johnny Neal shot me.

Q, Who is Johnny NeaH—A. Old Barry Neal's son.

Q. A white man ?—A. Y'es, sir.

Q. A democrat ?—A. Yes, sir,

Q. How old is he ?—A. I don't know. I knowed his mother before

she was married. We were raised here in Madison County together.

Q. Is Johnny Neal a young man 1—A. Y'es, sir.

HOW THE SHOOTING OCCURRED.

Q. How did he happen to shoot you ? Tell us all about it.—A. I was
coming from Livingston County; Captain Key was to speak there that

day, and he invited me up to Livingston.

Q. What club met at Livingston f—A. The rebel club met there.

Q. What month was this?—A. I could not tell you exactly the month
it was, but it was about a week before the voting was; tliat Tnesday
night before the voting ; the next Tuesday was voting.

V Q- Had Johnny Neal been up at the meeting of the club !—A. Y'es, sir.

\Q' Where had\vou been that day ?—A. I had been in the field picking

cotW-'^"-
O.^What took place between you and Johnny Neal that he shot you!

Did YO^^ have any quarrel ?—A. Not a word.
Q." Wli'ere were you when he sliot you ?—A. About twenty feet from

-^ Q. What cr.id he say to you when he shot you ?—A. He hailed me be-

fi)re he shot me\. He was lying about as near to me as to that window,
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under the dark of the trees. I was going aloog singiug, and he says,

"Who is that?" Isays, "Eli." He says, "Eli Hiiutf and I says, "Yes;"
and he walked right np to me—he had bis pistol out in his left hand

—

and put his hand on my shoulder, and says, "You are the very buck I

am looking for."

When 1 looked iu his face I kuowed him. He says, "I want you to

go to Vitksburgh with me to pick cotton."

I said, "1 have got as much cotton iu the field to pick as I can pick."

He says, " Y^ou are the very buck I am lookiug for. You are Captain
Devil of all the niggers in Madisou County. They would all vote the

democrat ticket if they didu't fear you."

I said, "I have nothing to do with any person but myself. ]f they
vote the democrat ticket I don't want them to come around me, for I

am not going to have nothing to do with them ; I don't want them to

speak to me."
Westood and talked about twenty or thirty minutes; aud hesaysto his

company there, "All those in iavor of a line"—they were going to hang me
with a line—"say 'ay,'" and they said "Ay;" and he says, "Contrary
minded," and they said "No;" and this John Deman he touched Cap-
tain Baskiu, the captain of the club, aud said, " Don't go to him with
any line ; if you do he will get away with the last one of you, for I knows
him."
Johnny Neal turned to them, and said, "Boys, are you going back on

me that way ?" and Baskiu said to him, "Go for him."
1 just turned my head away toward Baskin aud said, "You needn't

talk; I kuow^ j'ou." I knowed them every one.

He said, "Go for him," and, as I turned my eyes that way, he blazed
away right at me; and I run off about ten steps from him, and he
bored me right in the back. I then run off twenty steps, and they
shot at me, but the bullets fell behind me and didn't hit me.

1 run about one hundred and fifty yards, and got over in the orchard
close by where Deman had to go—close to the stair- block ; and I staid

there about twenty-five or thirty minutes, with this hand up this way,
[holding his hand up to his head,] to see whether Mr. Deman was there

or not; aud after a while he came along.

He had two very bad dogs, and nobody could go in there but him
;

and as he step{)ed over the stair-block the dogs began to bark at him,
and he said " Pup," aud the dog stopped barking, and he went on into the

house. I went up to the quarters then.

CAUSE OF SHOOTING.

Q. Why did he shoot you ; what was the trouble ?—A. He said I

was the cause of the rest of the colored people voting the democratic
ticket.

By Mr. McDonald :

Q, What is (Japtain Deman's first name?—A. He ain't no captain.

Q. Give us his name in full.—A. John Deman.
Q. Where does he live ?—A. He lives seven miles from Madison.

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. What time of the night was this ?-^A. Dark had not shut in.

By Mr. McDonald :

Q. What does he follow ?—A. He follows farming.

Q. Were you living on his place ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. He was with this party ?—A. Yes, sir.
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NEAL SOBER ENOUGH TO SHOOT.

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. How old a man was ^S'eal ?—A. Between sixteen and seventeen

years old ; he is a young fellow.

Q. Was he sober, or otherwise ?—A. He was sober enough to shoot

;

I know that.

Q. Did he have the appearance of having been drinking?—A. No,
sir; he was sober enough to come up aud tell me, " You are the very
man I was looking for." A drunken man i^s not going to tell me, "' You
are the very man I was looking for ;" for I drinks myself sometimes very
hard.

OTHER MEN WITH NEAL.

By Mr. Cameron :

Q. How many men were with Johnny i^eal there that time!—A. I

counted eleven men besides Mr. Neal ; some of them I couldn't see.

Q. Where does Johnny Neal live '?—A. Between Livingston and Ver-
non. His father was living at Canton.

Q. Was anything done to him for shooting ; was he taken up ?—A.
No, sir. I went to Canton to get him taken up there; and I came here

;

but I could not get anything done; so I came back and made myself
easy there until now.

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. Whom did you go to at Canton ?—A. To Captain Eoss and Cap-
tain Pratt.

Q. Did you go to the mayor of the town, Mr. Powell 1—A. No, sir ; I

went to the men I was sent to.

Q. You did not go to the justice of the peace there, the mayor, Mr.
Powell ?—A. No, sir; we had a justice of the peace there.

Q. Whom did you come to here in Jackson?—A. When I came here?
Q. Yes, sir.—A. I went to— [ don't know whether it was Captain

Jley—a man that staid up here at Tugaloo ; and he said he could not do
anything about it.

By Mr. McDonald :

Q. Where was Captain Key?—A. In this little brick building here
the other side on this street up here. He was taking down the names
when I went up there.

Q. Where does he live ?—A. At Tugaloo
; not this Captain Key here.

Q. This Captain Key that you called to see, where does he live?—A.
At Tugaloo, where he said the name of the station was.

Q. In what county ?—A. In Hinds—no, in the lower part of Madison
Countv.

GEORGE GLENN—MADISON COUNTY. .

threats during the canvass.

Jackson, Miss., Jtme 20, 187C.

George Glenn (colored) sworn and examined.

PERSONAL statement.

By Mr. Cameron :

Question. Where do you live?—Answer. I live at Calhoun Station.

Q. Where did you live during the year 1875 ?—A. 1 was living in the
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upper part of Madisou County, iu the fifth beat; Breckville, uear
Yazoo City.

Q. How long have you lived here ?—A. I have lived there a year or
more; I went up there the last of year before last.

Q. Where were you born ?—A. In Louisville, Ky.
r Q. How long have you lived iu this State!—A. I came out here the
first year alter the surrender.

CANDIDATE FOR JUSTICE OF THE PEACE.

Q. Were you a caudidate for any office at the last.electiou in'Madisou
County?—A. Yes, sir; I was a candidate for justice of the peace for

the fifth beat.

Q. Did you canvass your district 1—A. Yes, sir.

Q. About when did you commence canvassing ?—A. I think it was
along in July some time.

Q. How large a district did you have ?—A. That was something I

never knew more than I heard ; I heard it was the largest district in

the county, with the exceptions of one.

Q. Were any threats made against you during the canvass ?—A. Yes,
sir.

Q. State who made them, and what was said to you.— A. When I

first started for justice of the peace, the people askecl me—the colored
majority of them and some few white republicans—asked me to run, and
I concluded to, and in the canvass it was all very calm and easy for

a while ; but after they found that 1 was goiug to get the nomination in

the canvass, then there began to be threatening.

Q. Who began to threaten ?—A, I never heard ; I didn't know the
names at that time.

'JHE MEETING AT MAGDALEN BROKEN UP.

I went on to the first meeting at a little place near Magdalen, where
the clubs were to meet, and at the meeting there, 1 was told just about
sundown, by a fiieud of mine, that we would not be allowed to hold a
meeting there.

I told them not to be so scared, that there was no danger, there
wouldn't be any ; but they seemed to think there was going to be some
trouble, and was very uneasy the whole time we were going on with
our meeting, speaking, &c.
After a little while 1 heard that there was a white man outside the

door, and I knowed his name very well, Henry Dick. 1 went out to see
what was the matter, and see what he wanted. He was sitting out on
his horse, hadn't dismounted at all, and he asked if George Glenn was in

there. I said, '• He is ; do you want to see him in particular ? " He
said he wanted to know if he was speaking ; and I said, " iS'o ; he is

not speaking at this time."

He went off and we didn't see anything more of him ; but afterward
the bullets came all through the house. We could not tell who done it.

They came up close enough in order to shoot through the house

;

but there didn't any of us get hurt. We all went oft" after that. We
had no more trouble that night; we all went home.

THREATS OF HANGING MADE ON ELECTION-DAY.

Q. About what time was that; what mouth?—A. I could not say
what time; I can tell you this, and you can judge of the month : It was
just about a week or two before the district convention was held. They
threatened a good deal, but then they never done any more assaults
after that until the day of the election ; and Mr. Tom Tucker on the
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day of the election came up to me aud asked me, (he used to live

up there iu Breckville, but he had moved over there to Yazoo Oouuty,)
and came over there on the day of the election, and he spoke to me and
says, "Is you out yet?" He says, "I will give you 32J cents for your
chance."

1 said, "No, sir, not for $10,000; as the people have placed confidence

in me to run me 1 am going to run until 1 am beat."

He says, "You will be beat anyhow, because if you get it you are a
dead man aud if you don't get it you are a dead man."

I told' him, " Very good." I says, "All right ; I am going to run
anyhow."
He came up to me then and said, " What is your name f And I

said, "George Glenn." He said, "A rope will pull your neck after this

campaign."
Dr. Watts came up and asked the same question, and he said, " I see

you are erasing names here, and if you erase any more you are a dead
man, sure."

I told him, "Well, I will do it, sure;" but Colonel Breck spoke to

me and told me not to have any words at all, but whatever was to be done
do it, and if 1 had no notion of erasing names to say nothing about it.

It passed off until night ; I was not dubious at all ; didn't feel any wise
dubious, or think that they were going for me until that night.

IS WARNED TO LEAVE HIS HOUSE TO SAVE HIS -LIFE.

I went to bed quietly, and about midnight, as near as I can come at it,

a friend of mine ran into my room—I don't know how he got in, as the

door was locked, but he ran right in the house and waked me up aud said,
" You are lying down in your sleep and they are after you ;" and I jumped
up without my clothes, and ran out in my drawers and undershirt into a
cotton-patch, about a mile from the house, and there was there about
twenty-five or thirty colored men, I suppose. They came up to notify

me, and sent this one from them to tell me that they were coming uj)

after me.
Q. Who came after you ?—A. These gentlemen ; it was said that they

came from Yazoo ; we didn't know. I suppose a portion of them was
from around Breckville; but Mr. Tucker went after some of them, and
he told me that evening that tliey had come from Yazoo, and he told me
that there were 700.

They came, and they went in and didn't see anybody, and they fired

—

we could see them—they fired and fired into the house, and made great
alarm, and as they were goiug off they i)assed closer by us than they
thought they were; and 1 heard them say, "We haven't got him now,
but we will get him if he lives iu this beat."

HAS LEFT HIS BEAT ENTIRELY.

From that aud th& threatening that had overtaken me and proceeded
after me once or twice, I left the beat; came out of it entirely.

Q. When did you leave the beat?—A. I left there the last of Novem-
ber or the 1st of December; I think it was the 1st of December.

Q. And where have you lived since?— A. 1 have been living in Cal-

houn, or within a mile and a half of Calhoun.
Q. What are you doing?—A. I am a missionary for Madison County.
Q. What disturbances were there in the county, if any, by armed

meu riding through the county aud tiring off" guns and pistols prior to

the election?—A. I am very glad you spoke of that, too.

IS FIRED ON NEAR COLONEL BRECK'S.

One evening I was coming from Colonel B reek's—I lived with Colo-
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Del Breck—I was going from Colonel Breck's ; his houses stand about
in difterent lots on the plantation, and I was going over to a neighbor's
house. There had been a large dinner in Canton, and there was a
speaker there from Alabama, and everybody appeared like met him
there, and thej" invited me to go too, but I didn't go 5 and as they were
going I heard a great deal of hooting and hollering.

I was walking clown the road, and as they got uj) against me one of
them said, "Who is that?" and unthoughtfully I spoke quick, "It is

George Glenn, Colonel Breck's head-waiter." I was alongside of Col-

onel Breck's pasture, and there was oats growing pretty high, and when
I said, "It is George Glenn," I reckon there were four or five pistols

discharged against me, and I fotched over the fence, and ran on my
hands and knees about a hundred yards, and laid down in the oats.

They went on up the road, and I could hear them yelling and shooting.

Q. About how many were in the company !—A. About twenty.

ALL WHITE MEN IN THE SQUAD THAT THAT FIRED.

Q. All white men ?—A. Yes, sir ; all white. Some that were in that
crowd I knew. I knew all of them except one. I didn't know their

names, but one was E. L, Hargon's sou, and another was young Mason.
I knew them ; they were in that club.

Q. Were they all armed ?—A. I don't know whether they were all

armed or not, but it didn't appear to rae that all of them discharged
their pistols at me; I don't think there was more than four or five, but
they did fire.

Q. Were they all on horseback ?—A. Yes, sir ; they were all on horse-

back ; but every colored person that I saw at the club that night when
we assembled said they were fired at that night.

Q. How many colored persons were at the first meeting that you
have spoken of—that club meeting?—A. Well, I think there were
about twenty-iive or thirty. There may have been more or less, but, I

think, there were about twenty-five or thirty.

WHY THE CLUB MEETING WAS HELD.

Q. What did they meet for?—A. The convention was to meet, and
the black i)eople were to decide how they were to vote. They had been
threatened so much that they could not vote as they wanted to, and we
were mostly speaking whether we should vote at all or not.

They wanted to hear any colored man that was any kind of a leader
among them. They always wanted to hear his sentiments about it ; we
would meet and talk g,bout the matter.

By the Chairman :

Q. Do you know the white man that came from Alabama to speak?
—A. No, sir; I don't. I never went oat myself. I have heard of his

name, but it has slipped my remembrance.
Q. Do you know whether it was Taylor or not ?—A. No, sir ; I don't

know as I would know it now if I was to hear it again.

PERSONAL RECORD.
By Mr. Bayard :

Q. When did you first come to Madison County ?—A. In this county
at all ?

Q. Yes, sir.—A. I came out here immediately after I was disbanded,
the first year of the surrender. I was disbanded in New Orleans, and
came right up here with Colonel Hoyt.

Q. You were a private soldier ?—A. No, sir ; I was a sergeant. I was



896 MISSISSIPPI ELECTION MADISON COUNTY.

first line sergeant. I have the papers now. I belonged to the Fourth
Louisiana Colored Cavalry.

Q. What was your occupation when you tirst went to Madison
County ?—A. Cooking.

Q. For whom!—A. Colonel Hoyt employed me the very day I was
disbanded to come out here to cook for him.

Q. Who was Colonel Hoyt '?—A, I don't know, sir ; his home, he said,

was in New York ; and he bought the Ned Richardson place—it is the
same Mr. Richardson that lives up here on a hUl near the camp ; and
he came down there and got forty-eight of us at once, and in the forty-

eight he got me for his cook.

I cooked for him the first year ; then I moved from there the next
year out here, back to Mr. Nelson's, in the next hotel, [in Jackson,] and
I was steward for him .or twelve months.

Q. Then what did you do after that'^—A. I went back up near Cal-

houn and lived with Colonel Warner; he employed me. I have been
there ever since, until year before lat,t I was employed up at Coluiel
Breck's. I staid there with him until after he sold his place; and he
recommended me to Colonel Breck for waiter, and Colonel Breck sent
for me, and I went to him and I staid with him a year, and he went
North last year and I took care of his place until he returned, and after

the election was over 1 had to go away. I didn't want to leave Colonel
Breck at the time I had to leave him. I wanted to stay with him, but
1 could not stay there.

Q. Who is Colonel Breck?—A. lie was chancellor; I don't know
whether he is now or not.

Q. In what capacity did yoii live in his service ?—A. I was body-serv-
ant.

IS SUPEKIKTENDENT OF COLORED BAPTIST CHURCHES IN MADISON
COUNTY.

Q. Of what church are you a missionary ?—A. Well, the county pays
me $700 to Just superintend all the regular organized Baptist colored

churches in the county, and that is some thirt^'-niue, 1 believe, in Mad-
ison County.

Q. And that is your [uesent occupation ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Where did you vote that day ?—A. I voted at Breckville.

Q. You spoke of threats being made before the nominations were
made.—A. Yes, sir.

IS THREATENED BY HAROAN.

Q. From whom did those threats come ?—A. Well, the day that I

was coming up to the convention Cai)tain Postley [Priestly?] was jus-

tice of the peace then, and a couple of other gentlemen, I don't know
their names, was with him ; says he, " Glenn, I will give you a hat and
a new shirt if you will withdraw, I believe you are going to beat Mr.
Hargan to-day." I said, " Yes, 1 am going to beat, sure." He said,

"Well, if you do beat him, he will beat you worse than that."

We went down there sure enough, and they tried their votes two or

three ways, but we beat him every time, and Mr. Hargan was the very
man, himself, that stepped up to me and shook hands with me after the
nomination was over.

Q. Were you running against him for the nomination?—A. Yes, sir;

he said, "You beat me; did you?" I told him, "Yes, sir." He says,

"It will never do you any good."
I told him, "If I beat, you was to treat, and if vou beat, I was to

treat."
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He says, "I dou't know •wliether you will get liome a live man or not;
I will not trouble you, but you will be troubled."

Q. Was he a republican ?—A. Yes, sir ; lie said lie was before I beat
him, and then lie came out and told exactly what he was.

Q. What did he say he was ?—A. Said that he was a democrat and
had always been a democrat.
He said, " What a fool I would be if I would not disown what I was

for money, like many others has done. Kow I will tell you what I am."
Immediately after that we held a meeting at Camden, and he spoke

again.

Q. Did this conversation take place at the republican nominating
convention ?—A. Yes, sir; he just called me out with the club that he
had—there is several of them Hargons together, and there is a great
many colored people on their places, and all of them followed him, and
he just got me encircled with them; and it was right on the ground,
and he spoke right there that daj^ ; and the colored people that lived

with him were just as much in his behalf as they could be, and I had
but very little to say.

Q. What was Hargon's first name ?—A. E. L. Hargon.
Q. Were you attending the republican convention when you met him

there ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. How many votes did jou get, and how many votes did he get for

the nomination ?—A. I beat him more than three to one in the nomi-
nation, and would have beat hira at the polls—he was on the ticket

after the compromise was made—I would have beat him then by erasing
his name, but they came up and threatened that anybody that voted
for me, in the presence of Mr. Hargon, would not get home alive.

Q. How came Mr. Hargon to be at a republican convention ?—A. He
said that he was a republican then, that he always was, in his speeches

;

that he had voted for Ames, but never said anybody else, and always
spoke against him.

Q. Did he make speeches at republican meetings ?—A. He made only
one. He came there and aslied us to let him speak, and the very night
that he did speak was the night that this Henry Dick came there; but
as soon as he got through speaking he went off, and this riot took place
immediately after his going away ; then we feared to let him speak
with us any more.

TOM TLX'KER.

Q. You sa3' that on election-day Tom Tucker came to j'ou ?—A. Yes,
sir.

Q. Where does he live T—A. In Y^azoo County. He belongs up at

Brcckville, but he is living now in Yazoo County.

WITNESS THREATENED WITH A LITTLE OF THE YAZOO TOUCH.

Q. Where did he vote at that election ?—A. I heard him say that he
didn't vote there. He said on the ground, " I don't vote here, and it is

a good thing for you I don't ; if I did, I would give you a little of the
Yazoo touch "—threatening us with what had been done in Yazoo County.

Q. The election in Yazoo took place the same day as in Madison
County?—A. I dou't know.

Q. Do you not know that it took place the same day all over the
State ?—A. I thought so, but I didn't know then. He was over this

side all that day, I know.
Q. What did he sax to you ?—A. He asked me my nam^j atid I told

him, " George Glenn ;" and he says, "Are you going to erase any more
names here';?"

57 MISS
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I told him that I should erase the names if the men asked me to do it.

He said, "All right
;
jou can go ahead and do it if j'ou want to, but

after this campaign hemp will pull your neck 5" and Dr. Watts repeated
the same words right after him ; said the same thing.

Q. Where does Dr. Watts live '—A. Near Breckville ; he is a doctor
around there.

ABOUT THE VISIT TO HIS HOUSE.

Q. Is he a practicing physician ?—A. Yes, sir; around Breckville.

y. How old a man is he ?—A. I judge him to be right aged.

Q. Who was it came to your house, and on what evening was it that

you was so disturbed and driven out of your house ?—A. It was the
very evening of the election.

Q. The night of the 2d of November '/—A. Yes, sir ; it was the very
night the election was, because they were counting the ballots then.

Q. You had gone home and gone to bed ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Who was it came to your house ?—A. The young man that came
and woke me up was Wiley Morgan.

Q. What was he ''!—A. A republican.

Q. A colored man !—A. Yes, sir ; he came and woke me up and told

me of the difficulty.

Q. What difficulty?—A. He says to me, "Them men that said they
were going for you, they are coming here now. I don't know how
many there is, but they told me there were three or four hundred.''

Q. Who were in your house then ?—A. There was nobody in there

then. There was a young man that staid with me, named Andrew
Horton, that was with me at Colonel Breck's, but he was not there then.

Q. When you left your house, whom did you leave there ?—A. No-
body.

Q. Who came to your house after you ?—A. Now, I could not tell

that; but I know there was a great manj-. I could not tell who it was,

but after they came we could hear them in the house.

Q. How far off from the house were youf—A. I reckon we were
about three-quarters of a mile, or a mile. We could hear them in the

house, and after they went away they discharged

ABOUT FIFTY GUNS FIRED.

Q. What could you hear them doing in the house ?—A, Just blunder-
ing about ; seemed as if they were walkiug around and throwing things

about. After they went away and got about 100 yards from the house
they discharged, I reckon, nearly fifty guns.

Q. Do you know what they tired at ?—A. No, sir.

Q. How far were they from you then I—A. They were coming right

toward us.

" WE WILL HAVE HIM IF HE LIVES ON THIS BEAT."

Q. But how far away from you were they when they discharged their

guns ?—A. This was back of the house where we were laying ; how far

from the house I could not tell, but they came close enough by us where
we were lying in that cotton-patch for us to hear the words that they
said: "We didn't got him, but we will have him if he lives in this beat."

Q. How far is that cotton-patch from your house ?—A. I got right

over the fence from my house, but it ran a good ways back ; it was a
very large place.

Q. How far were you lying from the house I—A. About three-quarters

of a mild or a mile.

-^., How far from the road were those men that time that you heard
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them say this ?—A. They were a mile from the road; they were not at

the road, because they left the road when they came to my house.
Q. Which way did they come when they came to the house where

you live?—A. Thej^ had to go right out of the road in the field,

Q. Do you mean that they were riding through the cotton- field after

they left the house and fired their guns ?—A. The road turns and goes
by—there is a lane that passes from the road up through Colonel Breck's
plantation, and his plantation is fenced under two or three different

fences. They went around up the lane here—here sets a row of houses
on one side and a row on the other side—they rode through the fence
right over through the cotton-patch, and rode up here in this lane, and
there they came right up to my house.

Q. The place where you were lying in the cotton-patch was three-

quarters of a mile from your house f—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And these men got about one hundred yards from the house, as
you supposed, when they discharged their guns.—A. Yes, sir.

WE LAID AS LOW AS WE COULD.

Q. After that did they ride up the road ?—A. It was not in the road
they were then ; they came in the fields entirely. They took down the
fence ; they didn't go back by the road, we don't suppose.

Q. Did you lie down on the ground ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you rise up at all when they were going along ?—A. No, sir
;

we laid as low as we could.

Q. Did you see their number ; how many of them were there ?—A. It

was said there was one hundred ; there was all of one hundred.
Q. Did you see one hundred men ?—A. That is my remembrance now

;

I could not count exactly one hundred ; but there was all of that, t

think.

Q. What time of night was this?—A. At the end of it was about 2
o'clock, but I was woke up as near 12 o'clock as I can think of.

Q. Then what distance did they pass to where you and these men
were lying?—A. I reckon it was about as far as that upper depot ; near
about that distance, [pointing to railroad-depot.]

Q. Say about how far it is ?—A. Some two or three hundred yards.

Q. From where you were lying ?—A. Yes, sir ; they talked loud ; and
they yelled and they hooted. They were not secret with it at all ; they
just talked all they wanted to about it.

ABOTT PRIESTLEY GOING OVER TO THE DEMOCRATS.

Q. Who is Captain Postly? [Priestley?]—A. He used to be a justice of
the peace,

Q. He is not now?—A. No, sir; not now.
Q. AVas he running?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Where did you meet him?—A, Right at the store; there was
where he held his office.

Q. By which party was he elected?—A. The republicans elected him
at that time.

Q. Was he in office during that time?—A. He was a republican and
owned to be a republican then, and did up until last election.

PRIESTLEY CRIES LIKE A CHILD—HIS WIFE NOT A REPUBLICAN.

Q. And he went on the compromise ticket ?—A. No, sir ; he came
out and said that his people was down on him because he had been a
republican ; that his wife was not a republican and hence he was not
going to be any longer. They invited us to their meetings, and he cried

like a child and asked me to come in.
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WANTS WITNESS TO GO OVER WITH HIM.

Q. Who did ?—A. Captain Postly [Priestley?]. He cried like a child and
took my hand—he came and offered me his hand and said that he had
been'the prodigal son and I had well be too, and come in and join him;
but I-told him no, I could not do it, and he persuaded me a long time.

Q.^What made him cry like a child ?—A. I suppose because he had
been^ a republican so long, and the democrats was holding such meet-
ings 'and appeared to be enjoying themselves so, because he had got

back to them. He tried to have all of us go along with him.

By Mr. McDonajld :

Q. You say his wife was a democrat ?—A. Yes, sir. t

Q. Then he was coerced by her?—A. I reckon so; I knew her very
well before he had her.

HANNIBAL BRITION—MADISON COUNTY.

INTIMIDATION AND NIGHT VISITS.

Jackson, Miss , June 20, 1876.

Hannibal Beitton (colored) sworn and examined.

PERSONAL STATEMENT.

By Mr. Cameron :

Question. Where do you reside ?—Answer. In Madison County, Mis-

sissippi.

Q. How long have you lived there ?—A. Thirt^'-one years.

il. In what part of the county do you live?—A. Out to Calhoun Depot.

il. You may state whether any armed men went to your house before

the last election.—A. There ain't no mistake at all, they did come there

to my house about two weeks before the voting was ; they come about
sixteen men—white men.

ASKED TO GO TO STONE'S AND FOOL A YANKEE MAN OUT.

I was living out in an old field, and they called me out of my house
in my drawers about 11 o'clock in the night ; and when they called me
out one of them stood his sixteen-shooter up to my door, and they took
me away from my house and carried me off a piece from my house, and
told me that they wanted me to do a favor for them.

I asked them what it was ; and they said that it was for me to go to

Judge Stone's house and fool Mr. Monroe, a Yankee man that staid at

Mr. Stone's, down in thq woods, on the road that goes to a place by the

name of Campbell.

WITNESS TELLS THE3I THAT THE MAN HAS GONE.

I told him that I could not do that, and I did not know whethir Mr.
Monroe was at home or not; I did not think he was at home; that I

seen him go toward the depot to take the train to Jackson.
They said, "Well, if he has gone it is all right ;" that they had given

him five days to get away in.

THE SAME PARTY SHOOT AROUND KEY'S PLANTATION;

They comes back then, these sixteen men, and this one that talked to

me steps up and takes his gun from my door, and goes on back to his horse,

and gets up on his horse, and they goes on then down toward Captain Key's
store, down toward Calhoun Depot ; and when they got down there they
shot all around there in the plantation, in the quarters, and scared the
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women find children most to death. Some of the shots went all around
there. They kept it np until just about daybreak, when they brought
the horses in and put them up in the stable.

Then some of the colored men seed the mud on the horses and knowed
it was them. None of these colored men didn't know that they had been
up to ray house ; nobody knew about it on that place until the next day.

1 told it the next day, and I told Captain Key he better look out for him-
self. They said they didn't want nobody but Monroe, and Captain Key,
and Charlie Williams ; and they said they did not want to kill them, but
wanted to mob them.

HEARD THE SnOOTING AFTER THEY LEFT THE HOUSE.

That is as far as I know what they done at my house ; and the shoot-

ing, I heard it all around there after they left my house; and that is as

far as I can give any testimony about it.

Q. Were these sixteen men all white men ?—A. Yes, sir;' every one of

them.
Q. Who was Mr. Monroe 1—A. A Yankee man ; he staid at Judge

Stone's ; he used to stay down here at Jackson.
Q. Was he a republican?—A. Y"es, sir.

(^. What was Captain Key ?—A. A republican.

Q. Who was Charlie Williams!—A. He was the same.
Q. A white man!—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Those three men attended the colored clubs and spoke to them!

—

A. Yes, sir.

KNOWS TWO OF THE MEN.

Q. Do you know who any of these sixteen men were who came to your
house !— A. I know two of them, sir; the others I don't know; one
was named Eidge [or Rich] Kemp.

E. Where does he live!—A. On j\Ir. Hyke's i)lace, that stays in Penn-
sylvania. Mr. Kemp stays on his place, about a mile back from Calhoun
Depot. There was one other, named Everett Blue, ^Mr. Blue's son that
stays in Canton, ]Miss.

The others I did not know ; they stood oft" while these two were talk-

ing to me, with their guns in their hands.

Q. How long before the election was that !—A. Two weeks. They
told me not to tell that they were after these men. That was Friday
night, two weeks before the election ; and on Saturday morning I went
down to the depot, where Captain Key keeps store down there, and
tells him about these men.
He says, "All right ; I knew they were riding up and down the road

last night, shooting. They kept up this riding and shooting all night
through town, and just before the darkies began to turn out to go to
work they just rode home and put up their horses."

YOU COULD RAKE UP THE CARTRIDGE-SHELLS.
Y'ou just could go and rake the cartridges up in the road. I raked

them up in my hands—the caps—where they fired them off' and threw
them away.
How I came to know there was sixteen of them, I counted them and

the horses when they were passing me, and I never went back until the
last man went past me. They ran my dog smack into the house with a
gun.

Q. Where is this Mr, Monroe!—A. He has gone, sir; he has gone to
Memphis.
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MONROE THREATENED UNTIL HE LEAVES.

Q. How soon after the election did be go away ?—A. Tbey talked
with him and told him to go away, because they were after him, and
they didn't want any fighting at the polling-box. We expected that if

he came on .the ground when we were voting that they would kill him ,•

and we knew that he was a mighty good man, and the colored people
were not willing that the democrats should jump on Mr. Monroe and
kill him, nor any other northern man there.

There were only twenty white men, and two or three hundred of us,

and they tried to make us vote this compromise ticket, and we would
not do it. There were so few of them there that they could not make
us, and we did not have any fuss. We just voted and went back home,
and had nothing to say to them.

Q. Did Mr. Monroe go away before the election '!—A. Yes, sir; before

he would vote the compromise ticket he said he would leave and go
away.

Q. What do you know about Charlie Williams'?—A. He was there at

the depot.

Q. Is he there now ?—A. Yes, sir ; he and Captain Key—they voted
after I did.

Q. This Charlie Williams lives there?—A. Yes, sir: right at the

depot, where Captaiu Key's store is.

VOTED STRAIGHT RADICAL TICKET.

Q. Which ticket did you vote ?—A. The radical.

Q. You voted the straight ticket ?—A. Yes, sir, the straight ticket.

A PREACHER VOTED THE DEMOCRATIC TICKET.

Q. Did the colored people vote with you?—A. Yes, sir; they all

voted that way but one, and he was a preacher ; he voted the demo-
cratic ticket, and so we just had no more to do with him ; turned him
off, and would not have anything more to do with him, antl would not
hear him i)reach, or do anything else anj- more for us.

I seen him vote that. He went around to the door and slipped a

ticket to a man by the name of Priestley, a democrat, and he doubled it

u]) and slipped it in the box : but all our radical tickets he opened,
every ticket, and looked at them, and he did not 0[)en this democratic
ticket and look at it.

Q. Who were the judges of the election ?—A. A man by the name
of Lee Dinkins was at the table, and Ambrose Archer was one, and
Mr. Priestley was one at the box; he was the one that put the tickets in;

and another little northern man what stays iu Canton with Mr. Jeffrey;

I forget his name.
Q. How many of these judges were republicans?—A. There was not

but three there; Mr. Cunningham, he was on one side of the table, and
Ambrose Archer on the other side.

Q. Was Judge Cunningham a judge of the election ?—A. Yes, sir; he
was on one corner and Ambrose Archer on the other side, and this

Yankee man that stays at Canton, he was the one that wrote our names
down in the book.

Q. The election was conducted by republican judges ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. J)id you poll a full vote that day ?—A. Yes, sir. Well, we had Mr.
Singleton on our ticket, and the}- started to have a little fuss about that
because this Pies. Powell was scratching his name off our tickets—Mr.
Singleton's who was up in Canton.

Q. He ran for Congress?— A. Yes, sir; he has gone to Washington
now\ They wanted us to vote for him ; that was what brought the dis-

turbance up.
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READY TO JUMP THE PEEACHEE.

Q. IIow many colored people voted for him at that election ?—A.
There did not but one, that preacher.

Q. You got rid of him right after that?—A. Yes, sir; we were ready
to jump him there quicker than we did them democrats, because he
went back on us.

WOULD NOT LET THE PREACHER GO INTO THE PULPIT AGAIN.

Q. You turned him right off?—A. Yes, sir; we would not let him
come into the church any more ; would not let him go into the pulpit,

and would not hear his voice any more.
Q. Because he voted that ticket?—A. Yes, sir; he voted the demo-

cratic ticket for a barrel of flour and pork ; and he took his wagon and
went to Canton, after the election, and they would not give him any;
they cussed him. He came back to town, and has been without any-
thing since.

By Mr. McDonald :

Q. What was that preacher's name?—A. John Brown.
Q. Where did he come from ?—A. From Virginia.

THEY GAVE THE PEEACHER A DRINK AND HE VOTED DEMOCRATIC
TICKET.

Q. How long before the election did you learn that he was going to

vote the democratic ticket ?—A. We heard it two weeks, but we did
not believe it ; and we said, " We'll see when he goes to the poll-box ;''

and we watched him. There was about two or three hundred of us
radicals, and we watched him, and we seed him vote that ticket.

Q. When you found out that he was going to vote the democratic
ticket what did you say to him ?—A. We asks him about it and he said*
there was no such thing at all.

Q. He was afraid to acknowledge it, was he ?—A. Yes, sir; and when
he went to the poll-box they had a gallon of whisky there hid, and
they gave him a driuk ; and I saw him when he went up and put his

ticliet in.

FOUND HIM OUT TO BE A LIAR.

Q. When you found out he voted the democratic ticket what did 3'ou

vsay to him ?—A. We told him that we had found him out now; that we
had proved him out to be a liar now, and we had no further use for him
any more than we had for the democrats; we just counted him the
same as we did democrats.

C. W. WILLIAMS—MADISON COUNTY.

TROUBLES DURING THE CANVASS.

Jackson, Miss., Jidw 20, 187G.

Charles Walter Williams sworn and examined.

personal eecoed.

By Mr. Cameron :

Question. Where do you reside ?—Answer. At Calhoun Station, Madi-
son County.

Q. How long have you lived there 1—A. It is over three years since

I came there.
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Q. Where diel you live before that ?—A. Lincoln County it is now
;

it was Copiah County when I livetl there—at Beauregard Station, on
the railroad.

Q. How long have you lived in this State ?—A. Since the fall of

1859.

Q. "Where did you come from to this State ?—A. Tennessee.

Q. Where were you born ?—A. In Smith County, Tennessee.

Q. Have you held any office in this State?—A. Yes, sirj I have held

one.

Q. Name that.—A. Justice of the peace.

Q. W^hen did you hold that office!—A. I was elected in 1873, and my
term Mas out last fiill, or at least in January when the term expired.

"WAS A CAXDIDATE FOR JUSTICE OF PEACE.
Q. Were you a candidate for any office last fall ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. What office were you candidate for ?—A. I was candidate for the

same office ; for justice of the peace, the seconel time.

Q. Which political party did you belong to ?—A. The republican.

Q. Were you the repubUcan candidate in that beat last fall ?—A.
Yes, sir ; I was one of them.

Q. Where were you durhig the political canvass before the election ?

—A. I was at Calhoun Station—near there. I live about a couple of

miles, or nearly a couple of miles, from the station ; but my office is at

the station, on the railroad. I was there at the station every day. I

was not away from there out in the campaign. I was not out any at all

in the county nntil the district convention.

Q. You may state what occurred at the convention.—A. Well, sir, tlie

first convention there, the district convention, the republican conven-
tion, we went there and nominated candidates for the district offices,

Tind then we also nominated delegates to the county convention. Eveiy-
thing passed oil very quietly there. There was not any trouble at ^11

at the district convention.

Q. When did the trouble commence '—A. The trouble that I knew
anything about commenced before that.

now CLUB MEETINGS WERE HELD.

Q. You may state what trouble you know anything about ; tell tlie

story in your own way.—A. Just a while, a few weeks, before the dis-

trict convention, there were republican meetings held around there

—

a few meetings—one every ten or fifteen nights. On every second Mon-
day night they held their clubs, and would get together and have a

meeting. I attended some of them, but I did not go to all of them;
sometimes 1 went and sometimes I didn't go.

THE CALHOUN CLUB HAD AN INVITATION TO MEET THE MADISON CLUB,

They had quite a number of members, I believe IGO or ISO, in the

club that I visited sometimes ; and they had an invitation—tliis Cal-

houn Kepublicau Club, as it was called—had an invitation from another
club in the same district—the republican club at Madison Station, three

and a half miles this side of Calhoun Station by rail. It is the lowest

station on the road.

There were two meetings there on Saturday—I have forgotten the day
of the month ; I did not make a note of it. The Calhoun Club met at

Calhoun Station, and they started from there down to Madison Station

to this hall where they were to meet there.

WITNESS INVITED TO ATTEND THE MEETING—FINDS A DEMOCRATIC
MEETING BEING HELD THE SAME DAY.

I was invited by the president of the Calhoun Club to attend this
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meeting dowu at Madison Station. The hall was about half a mile from
the station—a few houses there. I went down to this place, and the

same day that I went dowu there the democratic party had a meeting-.

They held their meetings right in the station ; right in a little hall. I

didn't know when they held them, or where.
When I went down there, I rode on past this club ; I had some busi-

ness, and I wanted to get my horse shod, so I went on ahead of the
club and went into town and hitched my horse in a blacksmith-shop,
and went across the railroad to a little store.

THE CLUB MARCHED TSTO MADISON WITH MUSIC.

By the time that I had got through my business in the store, the club
had got into town. They did not know where they were to go; they
had not met any parties from this other club to tell them where to go.

I saw them pass right through the station, beating their drums and
marching through four deep.

After they had passed through they were informed that the meeting
was to be on the other side of the station toward Calhoun Station,

about half a mile from the depot, so they turned around and went back
the same way they came.
They kept their music up. They had a couple of very sorry drums

and a fife or so. They went on back. I did not go back with them ; I

staid there until I got my horse shod, and I saw a number of gentlemen
there that I knew. I had staid at Madison Station very near a year
before that ; had been employed by the railroad company at the sta-

tion, and I walked up to them and spoke to them. Some of them spoke
to me and some of them didn't.

One young man said to me, "Don'c you speak to me;" and I looked
around and I did not know what he meant. I saw who he was, and I

asked him, " What is the matter, sir ?"

He says, "Any white man that will go around with nigger clubs is

too low to speak to a gentleman. I don't want yon to speak to me, and
yon better leave this place. We don't want any of yonr club or any of
your denomination with us;" or something to that amount. 1 never
said anything ; I turned around and walked back.

ADVISED TO GET THE CLUB TO GO AWAY TO AVOID TROUBLE.
Then another gentleman approached me and says, " You ought not to

come here if you knew that we were to have a meeting."
I said, " 1 did not know anything about it; I am not posted at all on

the meetings. I don't know who has meetings, or where they have them
at all. They were invited down here and I was invited to come to this

station to the meeting, and I was expecting to go i)ast here to some
other place ; I knew that the republicans didn't have a hall in the sta-

tion here."

He said, " My advice to you is to get your club, if you have any con-
trol or influence over that club, away from here just as soon as you can.
I am a conservative, and I tell you that becanse I am not acquainted
with you ; but I see how the boys are feeling here, and I don't want to

see you imposed upon, and my advice is that you get away, and if you
can get your club to go away, do so."

I said that if I could get them away of course I would tell them to go.

I said, " I am very sorry that we came into the station to-day at all."

" THE BOY'S ARE DRINKING SOME, AND WE CAN'T DO ANYTHING- WITH
THEM."

He says, "That is all right, if you will only get away as soon as you
can. These l)oys are beginning to talk novr ; they are drinking some
and we eaii't do anvtliing with tUem."
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THE CALHOUN CLUB GOES BACK.

So I left tliere and went back to ^Ybere this republican club had
stopped and informed tbem what this gentleman had told me, and they
all just got on their horses and in their wagons and left and went back
to Calhoun Station again.

After that everything was pretty quiet. They had their meetings, but
they did not visit another club at all. They still held their meetings
where they had speaking, in a little old church, for some time.

WITNESS ADVISED NOT TO GO TO 3IADIS0N AS THEY WOULD HANG
HIM THERE.

A few days after that there was a gentleman left the station there,

and was at Madison Stati(^u ; he lived near Calhoun Station, and he went
down to Madison Station and heard a good deal of talk down there.

This is what he told me: he says, " Williams, I am a friend to^you,

and 1 think you are a good, honest man, and I want to tell you some-
thing for your own benetit." " Well," says I, " 1 am much obliged to you :

what is it f ' He says, " You better not go to Madison Station any more
at all

;
you had better stay away from there entirely, for the boys down

there"—he did not call any names, and I did not ask him—" the boys
says the first convenience that presents itself they are going to hang you
to the nearest limb."

Says I, "3Ir. Kemp, what are they going to do that forf He says,
" I don't know, only this : They say you are a southern man here, and they
dislike for any southern man'^ to afiiliate with the colored republicans.

They think you ought to ^o with the southern country yourself, and with

the southern boys. That is all I know about it ; but it is not safe for you
to go down there.*'

GOING TO CAERY THE ELECTION IF THEY HAD TO DO IT WITH WIN-
CHESTER RIFLES.

He told me that as a friend, and he is a democrat. I thanked him for

it, and I did not go back any more to 3Iadison Station. I was at work
for him running an engine at the time.

I don't know anything else then until they had the registration there.

They came around with the board of registrars to register everybody, and
the day of the registration there was a great many men there that I had
never seen, from the different parts of the county, and a great many

—

not a great many, either, but a few of them—had their guns there with

them. They did not do any shooting, though.
They were talking around the mill, where I was at work running the

engine. They said that they were going to carry the election, no mat-

ter about the registering or anything else.

I could not call any gentleman's name that said that, but I heard a

great many talking that way. It was raining that day, and quite a

number were in the mill-house where I was at work.
They said they might register all the niggers in the countj', but it was

not going to do them any good—"we are going to carry this election if

we have to do it with Winchester ritles;" but there was no ditliculty at

all that day ; everything was peaceable.

That was before the canvass—after the convention was over.

After the candidates were nominated I went to their meetings, where
the man who had been nominated for sheriff had a meeting and was to

speak, and I went to hear what he had to say.

MEETING BROKEN UP, DRUMS TAKEN, NEGROES ARRESTED AND FINED.

The man that was nominated for the senate, I was with him once or

twice ; and on one occasion when they had a meeting—there was not very
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inauy there; I suppose fifty in uuinber—aud that eveuing they broken up
the lueetiuj?, and when they broken them up they disbanded and started

for home, and the colored men on their way home were arrested, and
their drums taken from them and smashed up, and they were put in

jail and fined.

I saw the sheriff the next day, and he said they were fined $75; I

think there were three or five fined, I am not certain which.
The way I found it out I was in Canton; I was there with the nominee

for sherift" on the republican ticket, Captain Key. There had been some
reports out against him, and he asked me to drive up there with him,
because he had a good many friends up there, both democrats, and re-

publicans, and he didn't want such reports to go out; he wanted to

straighten the thing up before it got any furtller.

They asked him if he said so and so ; they said, " If you did say so and
so, we are going to make it mighty hot for you." They said, "We don't

want to hear any such talk as that, and we wont have it."

Q. What did they charge him with saying ?—A. That it would take
the blood of twenty democrats to carry the election at Calhoun Station.

It was reported that he had said that in his speech ; and we went np to

see the gentlemen of Canton about it.

He did not fear to meet them because he knowed he hadn't said it, and
he told them that he could bring a good many witnesses from both
blacks and whites to prove he didn't say any such thing.

WE FOUGHT THE WORLD FOUR YEARS.
They said, well, that was all right, but if he said so and so it would

be mighty hot for him in Madison County. And they says, " We are
not afraid at all, for we fought the world for four years"—one of the
young men said that ;

" and we know how to use Winchester rifles

pretty well."

He says, " Well, I did not say so. If you are not satisfied you can
call any man that heard my speech, and if they say I said so it is all

right."

FIRING IN THE NIGHT AT CANTON STATION.

Then, after that, a little while just before the election came off, I

think it must have been about the last of October—I am not certain that
it was in October, but it was the same night, though—^just before the
election—that we returned from Canton about 11 o'clock at night; and
two or three men rode by the station between 11 and 12 o'clock, aud
when they got opposite the station they fired four or five shots right

opposite the store there ; and I was staying in the store then myself, aud
the agent and another gentleman.

It was an unusual thing to hear firing in that way. We had gone to

bed, but we got up. The horses never stopped ; they seemed to be
going at a fast gait, and they never stopped.
We got up and stood b\" the fire a while ; it was a very cool night ; and

about an hour and a half, I think it was, to the best of my recollection,

they returned again, and on their return they fired three or four shots,

though they never struck the house with any at all, and never halted at

all, but kept their horses going until they got about one hundred and
fifty or two hundred yards from the depot; then they stopped. They
shot there, I suppose, three or four different times again. That was the
only firing that had taken place around the station ; it hadn't been done
before that or after that.

MEN LEFT THE TOLLS THROUGH FEAR OF TROUBLE.

Q. Was there anything else connected with the canvass or election
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that you know of? If 80,3-011 cau state it.—A. 1 don't think I recollect

anything else—excuse me; on the day of the election, when there was
parties there—democrats and republicans—distributing tickets around,

I saw a great many young men down there, and I did not feel very safe.

There had been a compromise in the county, and myself and a good
many of m}' frieuds' names who were candidates had been taken off

the ticket and others inserted. So I did not take any part in it, only in

the congressional part. I voted for a man for Congress and district

attorney and treasurer, and that is about all I done.

But 1 seen men leave that were distributing tickets, and I asked sev-

eral of them the reason they were leaving, and they said that they could

not distribute them ; that they had been told that if they didn't stop dis-

tributing those republican tickets and scratching any names off they

would not get home alive.

Q. Were these colored men ?—A. Yes, sir ; and one white man dis-

tributed tickets also.

By ]Mr. McDonald :

Q. What was his name?—A. J.C.Cunningham; he told me that

himself. He was distributing tickets there, and he said that he was told

that if he done it it would not be well for him.

WAS NOT A MEMBER OF THE CALHOUN CLUB.

By Mr. Bayakd :

Q. Were you president of the Calhoun Club ?—A. No, sir; I was not.

Q. How many members were there in that club?—A. I think the big-

gest number was about one hundred and sixty-eight, if I recollect.

NO WHITES IN THE CLUB.

Q. IIow many went down to ^Madison on that occasion ?—A. There
were not more than 25, I think.

Q. Were they chietiy colored people ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Any whites in the club ?—A. No, sir; there were no white mem-
bers of the club at all.

Q. All black?—A. All black; yes, sir; ami this one that we went out
there to visit was a colored club.

Q. Who was the young man that said he did not want anything to do
with you because you came with negroes ?—A. Mr. Bartley.

Q. A grown man"?—A. Yes, sir; a grown young man ; I don't know
his age. I have seen him once or twice. I have seen him often enough
to be acquainted with him. I had been to his house before that.

Q. No trouble or disturbance on that day beyond what you have
mentioned ?—A. No, sir.

Q. Where did you vote ?—A. I voted at Calhoun Station, in the third

district.

Q. Any obstruction to your voting as you pleased ?—A. No, sir.

Q. Did you see anybody that day prevented from voting?—A. Only
as I spoke of; that they were sent, away and drove off, as they told

me.
Q. Did you see anybody prevented from voting that day ?—A. No,

sir ; I did not.

Q. Did you hear of any act of violence that day ?—A. Only that fact.

There was no violence attempted to me or anything of that sort.

Q. The vote polled was a pretty full one that day?—A. Yes, sir;

tolerable ; not as full as usual, though. I think I heard that there were
400 short from what it was at the election before.

Q. Were you an otlicer of the election ?—A. No, sir.
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Q. How long" (lid you stay at the polls ?—A. I did not stay there any
time more than I could walk over to that hotel over there, and go right

back.

Q. You didn't go out again on the election-ground ?—A. Xo more than
passing by it to go home.

PRIESTLEY'S CHAEACTES.
Q. Do you know a man named Priestley °i—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Who is he ?—A. A man that lives there—a farmer.

Q. Did you see him at the election, around that day?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did he have anything to do with the election ?—A. I think he was
one of the clerks, or something.

Q. Were you at the polls any length of time?—A, Xo, sir; I did not
stay around the polls at all ; I just voted and came away.

Q. Is Mr. Priestley a respectable farmer there ?—A. Yes, sir ; as far as
I know, he is a very nice man.

Q. A man of character?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. A man disposed to be tlisorderly or do violence to anybody?—A.
No, sir; he is not. I have known the gentleman ever since I have been
there. He lived within one mile of the station. I have met him several
times, and I always found him to be a very nice man ; very, indeed.

Q, Did you ever hear any threats of violence of any kind on Mr.
Priestley's jiart toward anybody ?—A. No, sir.

DID NOT LIKE THE COMPROMISE.

Q. You were displeased, were you not, because of this compromise
which shut you off from your place on the ticket ?—A. Not from that
alone, because I did not care anything about the office again ; it did not
pay me anything ; but I was talked to and persuaded by some of my
friends there to take it, and I told them of course if I was nominated I

would do the best I couUl, but I would not do anything to be nominated;
and I did not. They just run me anyhow

;
put me in as the nominee.

Q. Were you in favor of that compromise being made ?—A. No, sir
;

I was not. I knew of its going on, but I was not called upon to sign
anything or have anything to do with it, because I did not want any-
thing done with it.

The executive committee had a meeting, but I don't know who were
the leaders of it; but as far as I could learn about it, in that m^^eting

the comi)romise was made somehow.

HAD TO COMPROMISE OR BE KILLED.

i),. The compromise was made by the executive committee of your
party ?—A. They said that they had a meeting and called in democrats
to participate in it. J. don't know the cause of their compromising, onl}'

this far: the chairman of the executive committee told them that they
had either to compromise or just be killed, that was all.

Q. How near were these people who fired these pistols off to the
store?—A. The road runs within fifteen or twenty feet of the platform.
There is a big platform around it, same as all other depots.

Q. There was no difficulty about shooting into the store if they desired
to ?—A. Of course they could have hit the house. I don't think they
shot at the house at all.

Q. They were just discharging their pistols into the air ?—A. Yes, sir
;

just shooting them ; didn't hit any house at all.

SO USED TO SEEma MEN WITH PISTOLS THAT IT WAS NOT NOTICED .

By Mr. Cam eron :

Q. Did you notice whether the young men o! whom you have spoken,
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who were at the election ou electiou-day, were armed or not '?—A. Xo,
sir ; I could not state only one man ; there was one man that had a pis-

tol—no, sir ; that was, I think, on registration-day.

Q. Did you notice whether they had pistols or not ?—A. No, sir ; I

didn't one. I was so used to seeing men with pistols hanging below
their coats I would not notice it hardly, for I might see it every day

;

every man I met, pretty near, had a pistol.

S. P. KEY—MADISON COUNTY.

NATURE OF THE CANVASS.

Jackson, Miss., June 20, 187G.

S. P. Key sworn and examined.

PERSONAL statement.

By the Chair^ian:

Question. Captain Key, where do you live?—Answer. In Madison
County, Mississippi.

Q. How long have you lived there?—A. I have been there since

December, 1868.

Q. From what place did you come .'—A. I went from Yicksburgli to

Madison County, and I went from Tennessee to Yicksburgli.

Q. Of what part of tlie country arc you a native ?—A. The State of

Iowa.
Q. Did you come South in the Army—in the service ?—A. Yes, sir

;

I served four years in the Army. I went to my State and was mustered
out there, and came here in the winter of 1805-00, after I Avas mustered
out.

DID NOT "WANT OFFICE.

Q. Have you held any office or place of trust in Madison County ?

—

A. No, sir, I have not. I might say this, that during the military

rajime here I was appointed justice of the peace without anj- request
on my own part, and I acted in that capacity for a short time; I don't
know the length of the time. But I could not neglect my other business
for it, and I gave up the office. I never asked for the office, and I did
not want it.

Q. What has been your business in Madison County ?—A. I have
been merchandising, and dealing in stock, and planting—raising cotton
and corn.

NEVER TOOK PART IN POLITICS.

Q. Have you taken any part in politics?—A. No, sir; I have never
taken any part in politics. I think I never attended a political meeting
until the last campaign ; if I have, I don't recollect it.

Q. Had you any means of knowing what took place in political

affiiirs in Madison County during the year 1875 ?—A. Yes, sir ; I sup-

pose I had.

"WAS INDUCED TO CEC03IE A CANDIDATE FOR SHERIFF.

Q. State to the committee in your own way what took place, in your es-

timation.—A. I had the misfortune, having served in the Federal Army,
to have been induced by my friends to accept the nomination for sheriff.

I think it was unfortunate. I was nominated for sheriff' at the nomi-
nating convention of the republican party.

I had never been connected witli the party, and had been, in fac.t,

connected with no party; had had notliing to do with politics.
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TALKED TO THE TEOTLE A LITTLE.

I took some interest iu tlie cami)aign, and I attended some of the
political meetings, and made some speeches ; talked to the people a little;

told them what I thought was for their interest, and what I considered
their duty.

Q, At what places did you attend meetings?—A. In various places in

the county; I don't know that I can state all.

Q. Was there any disturbance at any of those meetings, or anything
that was unusual, in 3'our estimation!—A. I think not. ihe meetings
I attended were early in the campaign. At the beginning of the cam-
paign everything was frank, and there was perfect confidence and perfect

good feeling early in the campaign.
I might go on and state to the committee my position and my standing

in the county, so far as my own judgment is concerned, before the nomi-
nation and before my candidacy for sheriff, and my condition and position

afterward. I should think that would be the best.

WAS WELL RECEIVED AND HAD MANY FRIENDS.

Q. Just go on and state it as you desire.—A. I will just state this : I

had been in the county G years, and had had nothing to do with politics,

and I feel confident in saying that I was as well received and had as
many friends among the native white democrats as any northern man
who was in the Federal iVrmy iu the county, and perhaps in the State.

I say it for the reason that I was well received wherever I met gentle-

men of the democratic party. I had dealings with them of every kind,

and never had any trouble at all. Everything was settled satisfactorily

and amicably.
I never had anything to do with politics; did not attend political

meetings, but remained quietly at home and attended to my business
strictly ; and I had, as I have said, as many friends, perhaps, as any
other man in the county among the native democrats. I think so, aud
have good reason for thinking so.

ALWAYS A DEMOCRAT UNTIL FORCED TO BE A REPUBLICAN.

I never had been a republican, gentlemen, allow me to state to you.
I was born a democrat, and have been a democrat all my life until I

came south, and circumstances forced me to be a republican, and I am
a republican now iu good faith.

DID NOT SEEK THE OFFICE OF SHERIFF.

I was induced through my friends Captain Eoss, the present sherilf,

and Mr. Pratt, who was then district attorney, and others in the county,
to accept the nomination for sheriff. I did not seek it at all; I had no
idea of politics, and did not want to get into it. I was living quietly,

and was doing a very fair business, and was quite comfortably oif. But
I accepted the nomination for sheriff; was nominated without any
trouble; and at the time when I was nominated, and when my name
was spoken of as a candidate on the republican ticket, I had a great
many democrats speak to me and say they were perfectly satisfied with
me, and would vote for me.

I said to them—I didn't do it in any spirit of discourtesy, and they so

understood it
—" Gentlemen, I thank you for your kindness, but I don't

want you to vote for me, for if you vote for me I think you will take
away from me ten republican votes for every democratic vote you give
me."

DEMOCRi^TS EXPRESS SATISFACTION AT HIS NOMINATION.
The colored people in this county were a little sensitive, aud for that
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reason I said this ; but wlieu I was nomiuated, quite a number of dem-
ocrats told me just what I have said, " If they wouki ouly put such men
as you on their ticket, we would be satisfied ; we would have no objec-

tion."

I went into the campaign. The meetings opened, and 1 attended
some of these meetings; I don't know how many. I made some little

talk to tlic people ; told them what I thought their duties were ; to be
quiet, to be orderly, to be good citizens, to respect themselves, and vote
the ticket of their choice.

THE DEMOCEATS SOON CHANGE AND LOOK DAGGERS.
A short time after I was nominated they got up a great deal of excite-

ment there in Canton, and the same gentlemen that had been very
courteous and very friendly and very cordial with me did not speak to
me at all ; they looked daggers at me : they looked most ferocious and
threatening, no mistake about that—men, too, that I considered my
friends. I was treated in tbat way all the time up to the time of the
compromise, and even after that.

COLONEL -WARNER PROPOSES TO VOTE REGARDLESS OF CONSEQUENCES.
On the day of the convention the demonstration was so great that I

did not stay over there. A telegram came from Colonel George here to
friends of Colonel Warner, who was associated with me in business.
They telegraphed over to his friends that trouble was apprehended;
that his life was in danger if he attempted to vote on the day of the
election. They insisted that I should not tell ^Yarner of this telegram,
but let him go and vote, and they would try to prevent any trouble.
When Colonel Warner was going to the polls to vote there was a

gentleman met him and told him—I did not stop to hear what he had to

say—he showed him this telegram that they had received from General
George here, the chairman of the State democratic executive committee.

Colonel Warner told him that he proposed to exercise his rights as an
American citizen, regardless of consequences ; that he was going to vote
his ticket; and he walked on and voted, and came back into the store.

I think that is about my experience. There are other things I might
speak of.

Q. Were there an^' demonstrations at Canton at any time of a riotous
character during the canvass ?—A. Yes, sir ; there were demonstrations,
several of them ; I think three or four.

A CRAZY WOMAN HOLLERS THAT THE NEGRO CLUBS ARE ARMING—THE
WHITES ARM.

Q. As far as you know about that, will you state what occurred ?—A.
The first demonstration I know of—the citizens told me of it, as I
was not there—a crazy woman went up and down the road whoop-
ing and hollering that the negro clubs were coming into town to
kil^ all the whites. There was no foundation lor anything ot that kind,
or if there was I have never heard it. But the citizens there got arms,
and the district attorney and sherilf told me that they had very hard
work to keep things quiet and orderly. That was the'first demonstra-
tion that I know of.

FALSE REPORTS OF WHAT WITNESS HAD SAID.

During my canvass for office, by some means or other they got out a
great many reports of things that I had stated; that 1 had advised the
negroes to arm themselves and kill the white folks and hold the offices,

and all that sort of thing.
The first statement of that kind that I recollect of was to the efifect
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that, in coujunction with Colonel Warner, I stated that if the democrats
got the offices, we would arm the negroes and take them forcibly. That
was told in Canton by an intelligent democrat—that we had said such
things.

There was at that time an arrangement made to get rid of Colonel
Warner ; and I don't know what they were going to do with me.

I HOPE YOU WILL HAVE MANHOOD ENOUGH TO DENY IT.

I came home one Saturday evening, and this was told me Sunday
morning. I hitched up my horse and buggy and drove right to Canton.
I went to the man there who had made this statement, and I said,
" Now, you know me very well, and I assure you that neither Colonel
Warner nor myself ever said such things as have been reported of us.

You are entirely mistaken and I hope you will have manhood enough to

deny it ;" and he said he would, aud I went home. That was on Sun-
day ; I don't know what it amounted to.

ANOTHER FALSE REPORT.

Some time after that they started out the report, and they were bet-

ting money freely upon it, that I had issued a circular telling the ne-

groes that they must be up and armed, and that we had to have the
blood of so mauy democrats on the day of the election ; that I had
issued this circular aud sent copies of it all around the county ; and
they said they could be obtained.

SHERIFF ROSS BLUE WITH FRIGHT.

I heard that, and I was sick at the time, but I drove to Canton again.
The first man I met was Captain Ross, the sheriff". I told him my busi-

ness. Captaiu Ross was evidently very much intimidated. He came
to me blue with fright, though he is as brave as other men.
He said, " For God's sake, say nothing ; we are on the eve of a riot,

and every man of us may be killed ; don't open your mouth."
But I thought there were some of those men of fair enough minds to

listen to me, and knowing that I never said any such thing, I proposed
to meet them.

I sent for Mayor Powell, and Colonel Calhoun, who is now district

judge, and Colonel McFarland, and I don't know who were the others,

but there were some others that I considered fair and honorable men.

TOM SINGLETON PROMISES " TO MAKE IT HOT " FOR WITNESS.

In the mean time, I met young Tom Singleton, a young lawyer there,

and a son of the i^resent member of Congress. We had always been
very good friends, and I had frequently met him there and in different

parts of the State, and I considered him a personal friend.

I said to him, " Tom, I want to see you ; I think you are a fair-minded
man, and will listen to the truth."

He said, " Key, there are some things I have heard, and be damned
if I don't make it very hot for you."

Says I, " Stop, and just listen to me. I don't want to talk politics ; I

want to show you that those reports are not true."

He said, " By God, we will make it very hot for you." I said, " I

want you to hear my statement. Will you go with me and hear it ? "

He said, " Yes, I will go." 1 said, " Very well, now I want you to

come."

WITNESS INVITES PROMINENT DEMOCRATS TO MEET HIM—THEY DO
NOT COME.

I sent for those gentlemen, Mayor Powell, and others whom I con-
sidered fair-minded, moderate men, to come; but they did not come. I

58 MISS
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asked Colonel Powell to-day the reason why he did not come, and he
said he did not get word.
Both Colonel McFarland and Colonel Calhonn were certainly told.

They are both good citizens and good men ; but neither of them came.
The day before this, there had been a little meeting at the church near

my station and probably 150 people were there or such matter, and I

made a little speech to the peoplo; it was just a sort of exhor-
tation to be quiet and orderly and polite, and to be careful how they
went to the polls: to go quietly and orderly, and not to get up any
disturbance, and not to talk to anybody, but to vote the ticket of their

choice, and then go home.
They had a drum and fife, and on their way home that night they

were arrested and their drums cut up. I don't know but this has been
told you; but this is what they told me: They were met by a lot of
armed white men, who said to them, '-You know that Captain Key
said that he was going to have the blood of twenty white men."

AN EFFORT TO START ANOTHER FALSE REPORT.
They denied, of course, that I had said any such thing ; but they said,

" If you don't say that Captain Key said so, we will kill the last son-of-

a-bitch of you ;" and they put pistols to their heads, and they took the
men and carried them on to Canton. They cut up their drums—I sup-

pose that is well understood—and they put them in jail and fined them.
This morning that I had gone up to Canton to correct this lie about

my issuing that circular, that we must have the blood of twenty white
men to carry the election, was the morning after these men were taken
up and pu-t in jail.

THE MOB, LED BY SINGLETON, GATHER AT THE SHERIFF'S OFFICE.

This crowd—I call it a mob, and you could not call it anything else

—

Mr. Singleton, and several others whom 1 supposed were gentlemen, were
in it, and several others that 1 had had some confidence in—expressed their

sentiments quite undisguisedly, with one or two exceptions. Dr. Hol-
land was there, and he acted very fairly.

I was sitting in the sheriff's back-office. Sheriff Koss had left, and he
had left because he thought there would be trouble. This mob came
along to the sheriff's office, and young Singleton said, '' Here we are, by
God ; now we want to know what you mean." I said, " 1 don't want to

say anything until the parties that I called for are here, and when they
come I want to show them that there is no truth in these reports in cir-

culation."

They said, " Here we are ; we are ready for you."
I said, " Walk in here, gentlemen ; I don't want to make this thing

public at all
;
just walk in and sit down."

They came in and took seats around the oflice.

Young Singleton made some very threatening speeches, and was very
insolent and overbearing. He was somewhat intoxicated, and I don't

think the young man was hardly aware what he was about.

WE HAVE FOUGHT ALL THE WORLD FOR FOUR YEARS.

He said, " We have fought all the world for four years, and we
have got the Winchester rifies, and we are the laddie-bucks that know
how to use them, and we are ready to fight if you want to fight."

I took him by the shoulder and said, " Tom, sit down ; I did not come
here to insult you, neither do 1 want to be insulted by you. Just take
your seat, if yon please," and he sat down.

THE PROMINENT CITIZENS SENT FOR DO NOT COME.

I asked them if they would not send for Colonel Calhoun, Colonel Ale-
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Farland, aud Mayor Powell, aud they said that they would send out for

them. I dou't know whether they sent or not ; I think not. Anyhow,
those gentlemen tbat were expected did not come, and they were not
there at all, and 1 have since understood that they did not come for the
reason that this crowd, this mob, were coming, and that they thought
there would be trouble, and they did not want to be in it. That is the
reason, I have understood, that Colonel McFarland and Colonel Cal-

houn did not come.
Singleton got up a second time and began a tirade of abuse, and I

took him by the shoulder a second time and told him to sit down and
wait. He sat down a second time, but after waiting a few minutes he
jumped up again and talked about Winchester rifles, and used the most
threatening and insulting language a man could use ; and I put my hand
on his shoulder and said to him again, " Tom, sit down," and he did sit

down.
I was convinced that the parties I had sent for were not coming up

there, and, believing that serious trouble was likely to arise, I concluded
to make a statement to them.

witness's statement to the mob.

1 said, " Gentlemen, I have met you here for the purpose of trying to

convince you that there is no truth in the statements which have been
made as to what I have said."

Jnst then a couple of men came walking in with their money out—$20,
$50—and they were betting that I had issued this circular, and that
a cop.y of it could be shown.

the mob would not listen.

I went on to show that I had done no such thing at all, and had never
had any intention or desire to do it. I think that they were convinced
that I was honest and told the truth ; their manner impressed me that
they thought so ; but they would not listen to me ; they did not want
to be convinced ; and they got up and left me sitting there.

WITNESS aOES TO GET HIS HORSE.
I then went across the street and started down to the stable with a

young man who was with me, Mr. Williams, to get my horse. I saw
this same crowd of men standing at the saloon, drinking.
They had a negro with tliem, a colored man who had been an old slave

of Mr. Singleton's. He was in the room with them quite druuk when
they had been at the sheriff's office.

I had intended to go across the street to a drug-store, but seeing these
men there I said, "Never mind, I will not go to the drug-store ;" and
we went to the stable.

The city marshal was sitting there, and I said, " How do you do, Mr.
Wethersby ?" and he said, " How do you do ?" .

I told some person in the stable to hitch up my horse, and they hitched
up my horse, and I paid my bill.

WITNESS INSULTED BY A DRUNKEN NEGRO.
While this was going on this negro—G-eorge Singleton was his name

—

came into the stable very drunk, andone of these parties with him, and
he was also intoxicated.

This negro said, " Captain, I want to see you." I said, " Very well,

George, you can see me ;" and he came up toward me and staggered
against me, he was so drunk.

I said, " Now, George, I understand this thing exactly." I noticed in

the mean time, (I think I covered the situation exactly,) that as soon as
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these parties made their appearance, the marshal quietly slipped off. I

said to the negro, " I don't want to talk to you now, but if you will

come to see me I will explain to you, and I will show you my position,

and show you what I said ;" and I told the stable-man to hitch up my
horse and buggy.

I said to the stable-man, " Mr. Lilard, hitch up my buggy ; I don't

want to have any trouble; I want to get away as soon as I can. 1 wish
you would hitch up my horse, and I will pay you my bill and go."

The negro said, '' I don't like this way you white men have of talking

to the negroes one way and coming in and telling the white people
another thing."

1 said, " George, I don't want to talk to you ; I don't want anything
to say to you now, you are drunk

;
just go on away from here. If you

want to talk, you go home and get sober, and I will talk to you."

He called me a liar and threatened me ; and in the mean time this

man who had come there with him from this crowd was sitting on his

haunches in a stall watching everything ; and there were also one or
two others outside there.

I have been told since by good citizens that this negro was paid 825
to go there and begin a row. Mr. Lilard, the stable-keeper, told me so

himself.

We finally got into the baggy and I put the horsewhip on my horse
and we rode down town. It was then early in the evening. I was
not again disturbed.

SHERIFF ROSS REPORTED DISTURBANCES IN CANTON.

Q. "Were there any disturbances in the town of Canton that you know
of?—A. I don't know ; I don't live in Canton; I live seven miles fur-

ther. There was a demonstration that day in Canton, tiring and shoot-

ing in the streets all day ; and Mr. Ross, the sheriff, told me that he was
entirely powerless to make an arrest; could not do anything; and would
not Lave dared to do anything, and he asked me not to have an interview

with these men. Cut I told him I was going to see Colonel McFarland
and Colonel Calhoun, though I did not see these gentlemen at all.

THE COMPROMISE WAS MADE THROUGH FEAR.

Q. What led to the compromise, as far as you know, captain f—A.
Well, I don't really know;; my friends told me that they were looking out
for njy interest, to save my life, and the lives of others; that is all I know
about it. Mr. Pratt, Henry Smith, and Captain Ross told me this. I

think myself that they were verj- much intimidated ; that they were
inobably unduly scared.

ONE HUNDRED BALES OF COTTON AS A BARRICADE.

I was scared enough myself to have one hundred bales of cotton placed
as a barricade around ujy place, and to be ready for my defense; but I was
not that badly scared that I sacrificed my principles ; but I was intim-

idated enough to be ready for defense, and 1 believe that that was the
reason they did not attack me, because they knew I was i)retty well

j)repared. They rode by my store and fired off" their guns without
stopping.

Q. You think the persons representing the republican party who made
the compromise were intimidated

; was there any occasion for it ?—A.
O, yes; they were intimidated; they were the most scared men I ever
saw in the world.

THE LEADING REPUBLICANS PERFECTLY INTIMIDATED.

I had never had anything to do with the party before ; but the lead-
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ing men of the party there, Mr. Ross, Mr. Pratt, the district attorney,
Mr. Henry Smith, and Mr. Jeffrey, the chancery clerk, were the most
perfectly intimidated men I ever saw under any circumstances.

Q. What is the situation of affairs there now '?—A. I think the feel-

ing is somewhat going- down ; at least going down so much that a great
many of my democratic friends now speak to me and talk to me. It has
certainly gone down that much.

PBOINnNENT DEMOCRATS DID NOT DENY INTIMIDATION, BUT JUSTI-
FIED IT.

I have talked with several prominent democrats there, and they don't

deny that there was intimidation in the county, but they justify it from
the condition of the State government, the corruption of the State gov-
ernment, and so on. They say that they don't deny that there was
intimidation, and I don't think that any reasonable man could deny it

at all. I don't think any reasonable man could be there and know the
condition of things there and not think there was intimidation at the
election, when the county of Madison elected the compromise ticket

by about 800 majority, and the county ought to have gone 2,000 repub-
lican majority.

MANY NEGROES DID NOT VOTE.

A great many of the negroes did not vote. I voted myself, but there
was a great deal of demonstration at the polls, I am told

; but 1 did not
see that ; I was not there except when I went to vote, and then I went
right away. I did not want to be there in any riot or row. I did not
speak to any person, and did not make any delay at the polls, but
walked up, put my vote in, and went away.

SINGLETON WAS DRUNK.
By Mr. Bayard :

Q. How old is this young man Singleton ?—A. He is, I think, about
twenty- five or twenty-six.

Q. Is he in the habit of drinking "?—A. I think he is a little dissi-

pated, but not excessively. At this time I certainly think he was intox-

icated. I think he was under the influence of liquor. He was not,
when he first spoke to me in the court-house ; but he went out in com-
pany with these men, and the man who said that I had issued that circu-

lar—that a copy of it could be shown—he was so drunk that he could
not sit up when he came in.

Q. He was the man that was to prove that you had issued that cir-

cular ?—A. That was the understanding when I went there. He came
in so drunk that his head was lopping over his shoulder, and slobbers
running out of his mouth, and he called on them to prove that he was
a good citizen.

WAS NOT IN THE COMPROMISE AT A1.L.

Q. You were not concerned in the compromise?—A. No, sir; I was
not in the compromise at all. I don't know anything about it that I

could swear to of my personal knowledge.
Q. Ross was in the compromise ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Judge Cunningham was in the compromise ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Both of these men had been in the Army ?—A. Judge Cunning-
ham never was, except, I think, he was a paymaster's clerk. He never
was in the military. Captain Ross served in the Army.

Q. You made the remark that when you were talked of for the nomi-
nation several of your democratic friends stated to you that they would
vote for you for personal reasons, and j'ou told them that you did not
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want them to vote for you?—A. I told them just in the manner I have
stated.

THE NEGROES SUSPICIOUS OF DEMOCRATS.

Q. That you thought it would lose you ten republican votes where it

gained you one ?—A, Yes, sir.

Q. Was that said in refereuce to the negro vote ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you believe that their feeling is so strong that they would not

support ?—A. I believe that they are a little sensitive on tliese

thiugs, a little suspicions ; I believe that if they were to see democrats
voting for me they would make up their minds that I was not the

proper man ; that was the idea I had, and still have.

Q. You thought that if the democrats voted for you you would lose

more republican votes than you would gain from the democrats ?—A. I

felt that way ; I thought that the votes that I could get on the other

side from the democrats would be more than counterbalanced by the

votes that I would lose on the republican side.

Q. Does that come from any feeling of bitterness that the negroes
have toward white men ; that they would not even vote for a man who
was receiving democratic votes ?—A. As I said before, they are inclined

to be suspicious, and if there was a man who seemed to be indorsed by
the democrats they did not want him. I think if they saw democrats
voting for a man they would naturally think ho was not a very sound
republican.

GOOD CHARACTER OF DR. HOLLAND.

Q. You mentioned the name of Dr. Holland as a gentleman f—A.
Yes, sir.

Q. How long have you known him '—A. I have known him ever
since I have been there, I think.

Q. What kind of a man is he !—A. I have just said in my statement
in reference to that mob of men in Canton that I think Dr. Holland en-

deavored to be fair-minded. He was sober, and 1 think he accepted
my statements; and he said, "You have no right to doubt Captain
Key's statements ; he has acted honorably."

Q. Does he occupy a high position in society there?—A. I think he
does. I think he is in good standing. I have never had any business
with him. He is a planter. I have simply known him—met him.

Q. Have you had very much conversation with him?—A. No, sir; no
intercourse with him only as I met him occasionally.

Q. Is he a profane man in conversation ?—A. I don't know; I could
not say as to that; I don't think, however, that I have heard him use
any profane language.

Q. Is he a gentleman in his manners and bearing ?—A. Yes, sir ; he
was with these men who called at the sheriff"'s office, and he certainly

acted toward me as a gentleman ; much more so than any other of the
party there. He had some consideration Ibr truth ; and he said that

the statement which I had made could not be doubted, and that they
could not show the circular, and admitted that my statement must be
correct. I think he was the only man in the party that gave me any
sort of a hearing. 1 should say they were all under the influence of

liquor, except Dr. Holland. They certainly acted in a very boisterous,

a very demonstrative and threatening manner, except Dr. Holland.

Q. Do you know whether he is a member of the church ?—A. Mr.
Powell told me today that he was. I think Mr. Powell and Dr. Holland
are related in some way by marriage ; I have no personal acquaiutauc©
with Dr. Holland.
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CHARACTER OF TOM. PRIESTLEY.

Q, Do yon know ti Mr. Tom. Priestley?—A. Very well.

Q. What kind of a man is he ?—A. I don't know as I can tell >ou ; he
is a citizen of this county, and I know him very well ; he is a man of

very strong prejudices, and a very impetuous and impulsive man ; but
so far as my intercourse with him was concerned he acte<l very honora-
bly toward me. I thiuk he was one of the exceptions. I think he
treated me very courteously during these demoustratious against me.
I think Priestley and I were very good friends all through the election.

CAUSE OF THE CHANGE OF FEELING.

Q. Can you not attribute this change in sentiment and treatment of

you by those who had been civil and friendly to you, to the prevalence
of these false rnraors, as you say they were, as to what you had stated

in the meetings?—A. I don't know how to answer that hardly; but I

suppose it had its influence ; no doubt it must have had an influence.

THE PARTIES WHO PUT THE RUMORS IN CIRCULATION.

Q. Do you not understand very well that if these things had been
true which were alleged of you, it would have been a very good reason
why these men, who had been friendly with you, should cease those
friendly relations ?—A. Well, the troubh? is this, in reference to that :

they were the very parties, I think, who put these rumors in circulation,

and kept them going, and would not listen to the truth when it was told

to them.
Q. Xo matter by whom they were started and kept in circulation ; of

course I am not speaking of men who woukl put a rumor in circulation

which they know to be untrue, of course that would have no effect upon
their opinion, but I am speaking of other men to whom these rumors
came, would they, if they had heard such things without an explanation,
not feel that it was very good cause for changing their demeanor
toward you?—A. No, sir; I will tell you why. These men knew me
very well, and having heard such things, if they were honorable men,
they ought to have come to me and asked me, " What does this mean?"
and learned the facts of the case. That is my conviction. I don't think
they ought to have changed in their demeanor toward me until they
came and spoke to me and gave me a chance for explanation.

I said to them, " Gentlemen, you have heard tliese rumors, and v>'hy did
not you come and ask me: What does this mean ? You have treated me
in such a manner that you have led me to believe or think that you are
not my friends. Why did you not come and see me when you heard
such things ? Certainly, if you heard such things, you ought to have
known me well enough not to believe them until you have given me an
opportunity for explanation."

If they had wished to manifest good feeling and good fellowship
toward me they ought to have come and seen me and not have denounced
me without knowing anything about the facts. I have spoken to the good
citizens such as Colonel McFarland, Judge Campbell, Judge Calhoun,
and others who I think would be honest and fair in politics as well as
other things, if the moral sentiment and the moral influence was not so

strong against them ; but as it was at the time I don't think they could
be, and I think that was the reason that they did not come to me and
hear my statement. The moral influence was so great against them
that they had not the i^ower to come and try to correct the errors.

INTEVIIDATION BY THE MADISON DEMOCRATIC CLUB.

The democratic club at IMadison Station, the station this side of my
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station, passed a resolution denouncing every person who voted the re-

publican ticket, and saying that if any colored men voted the republican

ticket they should not be employed nor furnished lands to cultivate.

Judge Campbell made a very hot speech in a democratic meeting at

Canton against that resolution, and said that such a policy would ruiu

the democratic party and ruin the cause, and he spoke very earnestly

in opposition to that sort of thing.

CHARACTER OF JUDGE CAjMPBELL.

Q. Have you known Judge Campbell since you have been in the

county!—A. I could not claim any particular acquaintance with him.
I think he is a very honorable man and a very good man; and his part-

ner. Colonel Calhoun, and he are practicing law there together. Judge
Campbell is now on the supreme bench of the State, and Colonel Cal-

houn is the district judge there.

Q. Do you not know that Judge Campbell is to be relied upon in his

statements in every respect?—A. Yes, sir, I would think so ; I think he
is a man above falsehood entirely ; I should say that from all I know of

liim.

Q. Who was with you up at Canton at the time you had this diffi-

culty ?—A. This man you have just before you as a witness, Mr. Wil-
liams; he rode up with me in my buggy and was right with me when
this occurred in the court-house, and was in the stable with me and rode
liome with me ; he was with me all the time.

WHY WITNESS IS NO LONGER A DEMOCRAT.

By Mr. Cajmeron :

Q. Is it not a fact that there was a hostile feeling manifested by the
white people toward republicans in your neighborhood, particularly

toward those who took an active part in politics f—A. Yes, sir, I know
it was so ; I have just given a statement to that ettect, that I was very
well received as long as 1 took no interest in politics, and I think I have
still a large number of friends among the white people—democrats

—

in this county ; I am very certain that persons affiliating with the repub-
lican party in this section of the country are very much criticised. I

was in Memphis for three years after the war and 1 had the honor
there to be a democratic delegate to several conventions. I found no
trouble there ; but I saw things that showed me 1 could not affiliate with
the democratic party, so I did not have anything to do with the party
or the politics when I came to this State ; but I Mas considered to be a
democrat before I left Tennessee. I was in the war a democrat and was
in the Army as a^war democrat.

J. A. P. CAMPBELL—MADISON COUNTY.

THE TEST-OATH.

Jackson, Miss., June 21, 1876.

J. A. P. Campbell sworn and examined.

PERSONAL STATEMENT.
By Mr. Bayard :

Question. Where doyou reside?—Answer. In Canton, Madisou Couuty,
Mississippi.

Q. What office, if any, do you now hold ?

—

A. I am one of the judges
of the supreme court of Mississippi.
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Q. When did you go upon the bench ?—A. Upon the 10th of May
last—1876.

Q. Prior to that time what was your profession ?—A. I was a lawyer.

Q. Where did you practice !—A. At Canton, Miss. I had been on the

bench formerly. I was circuit-court judge from the fall of 1867 to 1869,

when I went out under reconstruction. I could not take the test-oath

that was required in 1869. I was twice elected by the people, in 1865
and 1867.

ELECTED JUDGE.

Q. State what was that test-oath. You were in the office in 1865 ?

—

A. Governor Sharkey, the provisional governor of Mississippi, ap-

pointed by Mr. Johnson, ordered a special election to fill offices, proceed-
ing upon the idea that the rebellion, ns it was called, had merely inter-

rupted the course of things ; that there were vacancies in the offices.

Governor Sharkey had ordered an election to fill vacancies, and among
others that of circuit judge, which had about sixteen months for the
remaining period of the old term, say about sixteen months. 1 was
elected October, 1865, and then re-elected for one term at the next regu-

lar election

Q. The term of 1865 brought you to what time ?—A. To the end of
1866.

Q. And then?—A. I was elected for the full term of four years, com-
mencing the Ist of January, 1867.

Q. Then your term would be to what time ?—A. It would expire the
first Monday of January, 1871.

COULD NOT TAKE THE TEST-OATH, AND WHY.
Q. Why were you unable to hold your office until January, 1871 ?—A.

The military governor sent me the test-oath, requiring me to swear that

I had not participated or sympathized with the rebellion in any way.
Q. Who was the governor !—A. General A. 0. Gillem, I think. The

test-oath was sent to me—by the way, General Gillem was anxious to

retain me if he could. I had a letter from his adjutant-general; he wrote
me a letter ; I have forgotten the particulars, but he had no discretion.

I could not take the oath.

Q. Under what order was that test-oath administered ?—A. Under
an act of Congress ; that is my understanding.

Q. You resigned in 1865 !—A. I was superseded. C. C. Shackleford
was appointed in my i)lace to the vacancy in that office.

HIS SUCCESSOR TAKES THE OATH.

Q. Did Judge Shackleford take that oath ?—A. I suppose so ; I do
not know. That was the understanding, that all were required to take
the test-oath.

I know I had from General Gillem's headquarters a letter. He
seemed to have some kindness, a disposition to retain me; I do not
know why, unless it was some decision on behalf of the freedmen.
I think it was made a basis of a circular-order from the Freedmen's
Bureau. I had enforced the claim of a parent to his child. It is possi-

ble the kind disposition arose from that. I received some such assur-

ance from him, any way.

THE EFFECTS OF THE TEST-OATH.

Q. My object was to ascertain the effect of the exclusion of this test-

oath. If it will not interrupt your testimony I would like you to state

whether this test-oath was applied to those who voted for the adoption
of the constitution of 1868.—A. I do not remember about that.
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Q. Were you and others, who had taken part in the rebellion, allowed
to vote or hold office ijrior to the adoption of that constitution '!—A. I

was not, sir. I suppose all in my situation were excluded.

Q. Your exclusion was based upon what ?—A. Having participated in

the rebellion or sympathized with it—no; inability to take the test-oath*

Q. I waat to find what that was for—sympathy with the rebellion ?

—

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did or did not that exclude the balk of the voting population of

Mississippi ?—A. Unquestionably, because there was but one sentiment
during the war. If there was any unionism in Mississippi during the
war it was rareh^ heard of. There was a great deal of it afterward, not
much exhibition of it during the war.

Q. Have you stated your enforced resignation ?—A. I was superseded.
My office was vacated.

PERSONAL RECOED.

Q. Have you been a member of the bar?—A. Yes, sir; came to the
bar before I was of age ; that is, before I was twenty-one.

Q. Where were you born ?—A. In South Carolina, and moved to Mis-

sissippi in 1845, when I was a boy.

NEVER A MORE PEACEABLE CANVASS OR ELECTION.

Q. Will you state to this committee the general character of the can-

vass of 1875 as to peace and good order ?—A. Well, sir, there was never,

within the bounds of m3- knowledge, a more peaceable, quiet canvass or

election. In Madison County we had a fusion ticket formed some time
before the election, and there was really less parade and noise, clamor
and display in Madison County than usual in elections. I could hear
of more or less of it elsewhere, but within the bounds of my own knowl
edge there was none scarcely. I stated we had formed a fusion ticket,

the result of a conference between some democrats and some republi-

cans, which made the election much (quieter tliaii Sunday usually is. If

there was a quarrel in ^ladison County, or any disturbance of a political

nature, I never heard of it all.

Q. We had before us Captain Ross, slierift', and Judge Cunningham,
formerly circuit judge, and Postmaster Kernighan, and a number of

colored men, and ."Mr. Kee, candidate for sheriff.—A. He was displaced

from the ticket in the fusion.

Q. They have given testimon,\ in respect to this fusion ; what brought
about that fusion or compromise ? I wish to inquire if you know how it

was effected, and whether it was voluntarily adopted ?—A. I can give

the history of the early progress of it.

EARLY HISTORY OF THE FUSION IN MADISON COUNTY.

Q. Your name has been connected with this fusion, I dare say ?—A.
Yes, sir ; I remember the time very well. I had a conversation with Mr.
Pratt, who was a republican candidate for the State senate, during the ses-

sion of our circuit court, in whicli I had proi)Ouii(led the inquiry whether or

not such a thing wouhi be ])ossible. Expressed to him my great desire

to see such a thing brought about. Nothing came of the conversation,

but it was not long until a letter was written to Mr. Yellowly, a demo-
cratic candidate for the house, and Mr. Foote, president of the democratic
club at Canton, stated that he had a conversation with Judge Breck, a
republican, which induced him to believe a fusion might be effected upon
certain conditions which I had mentioned to Mr,Yellowly myself in a former

conversation. That letter was mentioned to me on Monday morning as

I went to my oflice, by young Mr. Singleton. And in a few minutes -Mr.

McFarland, a merchant, mentioned the same letter, and asked me to
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accompany the sheriff to see Captain Ross and have a conversation on
the subject.

Q. He was one of the republican leaders, recognized as such ?—A.
Yes, sir; and perhaps the most influential among them, a manly,
straightforward, and sensible fellow, likely to have the respect of the
people everywhere, and an influential man, I suppose, with his own
party. I know he had a large degree of respect from everybody, and
the democrats esteem him very highly. I told him I would go with
him, and did so. We found Captain Ross, the sheriff', and Mr. Boyd,
county treasurer, I think, and Mr. Smith, who was the postmaster in

Canton, (I am not certain, but I think so,) and young Mr. Singleton
and young Mr. Powell, the mayor of Canton, and some conversation
was had there in regard to this matter of compromise. It was stated
that we called to see what could be effected in that direction ; and the
result was nothing. The conference was broken up ; several gentlemen
left. I returned and I expressed my great regret that it could not be
effected ; that I earnestly desired to see a consummation of that sort,

for the double object of precluding the possibility of any disturbance
throughout the election, and, also, to inaugurate an era of good-will and
secure good officers by the adoi^tion of a ticket for which everybody
could vote with heartiness.

THE COMPROMISE AGREED UPON.

After some further conversation several gentlemen who had departed
were called back, and I left about that time, and in the evening I learned
that Ross, and Pratt, and Smith, and others had agreed with the demo-
cratic committee, (I happened not to be a member of the committee.)
My reason for not taking a part in the actual arrangement of the com-
promise was that I was not a member of the committee at all. I had
merely gone as a private gentleman, interested to confer with these
gentlemen ; and having expressed my views, I retired, and I heard
during the day that the matter was formally arranged and agreed upon,
and waited only the ratification of the republican official committee,
which was to meet the next Wednesday.
On Wednesday it was ratified, as I understand, and there was but

one ticket in Madison, except a ticket made by Warner and some oth-

ers by distributing a straight-out republican ticket just before the elec-

tion. There was considerable effort of that sort up in Madison. Cap-
tain Ross and the others acted with good faith and carried out the fu-

sion ticket on both sides. The fusion ticket was elected, getting nearly
all the votes.

Q. Who was Warner ?—A. He had been State senator, and was nom-
inated for Congress, and retired from the ticket in favor of Judge Mies,
chairman of the republican State central committee.

WARNER AND OTHERS OPPOSE IT.

Q. Had he been a party to the arrangement, the fusion ticket, as it

is called ?—A. I think not ; 1 think he opposed it ; that is my under-
standing, as Ames was opposed. I heard that republicans, Ross and
others, were summoned to town to give an account of this, why they
had done this, and all that. I do not know anything about it person-
ally, of course.

NO INTIMIDATION IN FAVOR OF THIl COMPROMISE TICKET.

Q. Was there any intimidation resorted to to compel the creation ol

the fusion ticket?—A. Xot the slightest that I ever knew or heard of.

Q. Was it, to your knowledge, a voluntary action of the leaders of
the two parties for the purpose of procuring good men in the county ?
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—A. That was certainly my understaDcling ; there was a further object,

I doubt not. I know I urged that. There was a very feverish state of

the public mind. The Clinton affair had occurred, and the Warren
County matter, and some disturbance in Yazoo, and every sensible

man of both parties thought there was a possibility, in the feverish

state of the public mind, of a disturbance being precipitated by impru-

dence or accident. I suppose every one of us was desirous to preclude

the possibility of any disturbance on election day. I think I was, and
I suppose everyone was.

Q. Without its being precisely allege—I cannot, not having the notes

before me, say—but without its being precisely alleged, there has been
before this committee, from the witnesses, intimation that there was in-

timidation practiced to induce the formation of the fusion ticket, and 1

ask you, as a party to the compromise, whether that was true or not ?

The Chairman. The statements, to my mind, have a different con-

struction ; not that intimidation was for that purpose, but that there had
been intimidation and outrages in the district, which made the republi-

cans prefer a compromise rather than take the risk.

Mr. Bayard. Just consider that interrogatory with the correction

of the chairman. I would like the chairman, or members of the com-
mittee, to make any correction when I fail to state the testimony accu-

rately.

NO SEMBLANCE OF INTIMIDATION.

A. I certainly never had an idea that there could be a pretense that

there was even a semblance of intimidation in Madison County. I remem-
ber when I saw an account of the appointment of this committee, or the

proposition of Senator Morton to appoint it, I felt, and remarked at the

time, that there certainly would not be anything to investigate in Madi-
son County, for if there was any semblance of intimidation prior to that

time I was ignorant of it ; I never heard ot it.

Q. Did or did not the leading republicans of the county oppose the

Warner ticket f—A. I am not able to say about that.

Q. After the compromise, I speak of?—A, I think the compromise, or

fusion ticket, was almost unanimously supported.

Q. Were you present on the day of election ?—A. I was at Canton.

NO INTERFERENCE AT CANTON.

Q. Was there, to your knowledge, any interference with the right of

voting, by anybody, at any time?—A. There was not. There were more
democrats opposed to the fusion than republicans. As well as I could
ascertain, there was a minority of the democratic party opposed to the
fusion, that warred against it, and condemned it bitterly. Extreme men
and violent men who didn't want to have any treaty with the republican

party at all, yet at the same time, the compromise had an overwhelming
majority of democrats, live-sixths, I should think, cordially apj)roved it,

and a greater proportion of the rei)ublicans. I never heard of any dis-

satisfaction on the part of the republicans, except at Jackson.

Q. That is not in the county?—A. No; but Warner, from Jackson, it

is understood, tried to distribute straight-out republican tickets, or the
old ticket, and thus defeat the fusion.

Q. Do you understand that General Ames sympathized with him in

that movement?—A. As to the knowledge of it 1 do not know, but
there was a call—Pratt told me about it—to appear before Ames, Gibbs,
Warner, and other leaders of the party to account for this ; why they
had made this fusion. The matter was talked of, but I do not know
about it personally.
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Q. Your iuformatiou was from those who were parties?—A. Yes, sir;

Pratt told me. I uaderstand that occurred.

THE FUSION PRODUCED DISSATISFACTION IN JACKSON.

Q. Do you know why General Ames interfered with the affairs of

your county, and desired to prevent the people from doing as they
pleased?—A. I know nothing about that, sir. There was about 2,000
majority of colored voters in Madison County, and the fusion was re-

garded, I suppose, in Jackson as a surrender by the republicans to the
minority, and it produced dissatisfaction with the leaders of the repub-
lican party at the capital, lest it might jeopardize the general result, 1

suppose.

CASE OF YOUNG MOORE AT CAMDEN THE CAUSE OF RUMORS OF A
NEORO RISING.

Q. There have been various colored people here who stated that they
had been alarmed, I think, by the firing of pistols at night by bodies of
armed mounted men riding through the country. Do you know any
facts of that character, of men designedly disturbing the peace of the
county in some such way !—A. I have never heard of such a thing.

There was a volunteer company of about 50 men, I think, formed at
Canton, commanded by George Handy, which company, I remember, was
tendered to Captain Koss, sheriff of the county, as a posse comitatiis.

Some 18 or 20 men went out to Camden, about 18 miles from Canton,
the sheriff preceding them, in reference to some disturbance that was
understood to be occurring up there about Couparle City, two or three
miles from Camtleu. It seems thatayoung man by the name ofMoore was
charged with committing an outrage upon a colored girl. Five or six

colored men went to his father's house to arrest him, and his father ap-

peared on the piazza with a pistol, and swore he would kill the first man
that crossed his threshold, and they collected, it is said, the negroes in

a body, the clubs, as they call them, armed; the news came to Canton
exaggerating it, as is usual in such cases, and Captain Ross, attended
by somebody who knew the way up there, went, and he was followed
by 18 or 20 men of this company, mounted and armed, for the purpose
of being under his command and enforcing his authority, whatever it

might be. Eoss got there and the disturbance had all been quieted.

The young man had submitted to arrest, and it turned out that the in-

tercourse between him and the girl had been entirely voluntary. He had
been surprised that she had reported violence, but it simmered down
into a case of voluntary association. The negroes were satisfied and
dispersed ; the sheriff and this young man returned. That was the only
instance ever heard of in the county. I do not say there were not
others, but if I have heard I do not now recollect of any.

HEARD OF NEGROES BEING ARRESTED FOR BEATING DRUMS.

Q. Do you know anything of the arrest of some young colored men,
and their being brought to Canton for the purpose of being fined for

noisy beating of drums at night in the county, and making disturb-

ances f—A. Yes, sir, I have some recollection of some arrests having
been made in the neighborhood of Madison Station, I think, upon the
charge of disturbance of order, or some such way. The particulars I

do not know. I simply heard of it at the time; nor the results of it

—

whether any of them were fined or not—I do not know. 1 heard an
occurrence of that sort ; that some complaint had been made by some-
body of the disturbance of the peace and quiet of his household, and
he had spoken to people in regard to it, and to numbers of them, and
it had aggravated the matter and made it worse. He complained to the
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civil authorities and some process was issued. I recollect to have beeu
amused at it, and wondered under what statute it occurred ; but what
came of it I never knew.

DR. HOLLAND A PIOUS, CHRISTIAN MAN.

Q. Did you know Dr. Holland, of the county f—A. I do; he is the man
whose name was connected with that arrest.

Q. What manner of man is he?—A. A very highly respectable man,
one of the most amiable, mild-mannered, good-natured men I evei
knew.

Q. What is his age?—A. I suppose him to be about forty years of

age.

Q. Do you know whether Dr. Holland is a man who is profane in his

speech"?—A. He is one of the most pious, devoted, Christian men I

ever knew ; remarkable among men in that respect.

Q. Would you believe it possible that Dr. Holland would interlard

his conversation with profanity?—A. It is utterly inconsistent with his

character, and I should regard it as impossible unless I could hear it, or
was attested by witnesses whose veracity I could not question at all.

Q. Do you know a man named Hannibal Britton, of Madison County ?

—A. No, sir.

Q. Do you know George Glen, a negro, who lives with Colonel Breck,
I think ?—A. 1 do not.

Do you know Alexander Taylor, a negro ?—A. No, sir ; my acquaint-
ance is very limited among the colored people of Madison County, in-

deed.

MORE ABOUT DR. HOLLAND.

Q. Was Dr. Holland a man apt to be riding about the county at night,
and either shooting his pistol otf in the air, or shooting at people ?—A.
No, sir, [laughing;] that would be a ridiculous charge made against him
where he is known. He is one of the best of men. A little, diminutive
man, a highlj respectable man, a pious, devoted man ; he is a Christian
man, an upright, moral man, one of the best men in Madison or any-
where else.

DOES NOT KNOW CAPTAIN KEE.

Q. Do you know Captain Kee ?—A. I know him.
Q. Do you remember the circumstances of his visit to Canton to re-

spond to certain charges that were circulated, that he had made incen-
diary speeches, threatening the lives of the white people ?—A. I know
nothing personal of it. I recollect to have heard of Mr. Kee being there
on some occasion, but I know nothing ; I do not remember the particu-
lars.

Q. You remember charges against him that he had made and pub-
lished a circular in which he made very violent and bloody threats ?—A.
I do not know anything of that at all. All I know I remember to have
heard that a negro' did curse or wanted to go and curse Kee, and was
prevented ; either did so and was rebuked for it, or wanted to and was
admonished not to do it. 1 do not know M'hat it was. I cannot give
an intelligible account of it.

TOM PRIESTLY A HIGH-STRUNG FELLOW.
Q. Do you know Mr. Priestley in your county ?—A. I do—Tom Priest-

ley—very well.

(}. What is his character and mode of life ?—A. He lives on a farm
near Calhoun Station. I saw him occasionally at his father-in-law's,

who lives across the street from me. I saw him frequently in that way.
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He is a very respectable young man. I think he is a pretty high-

strung fellow ', not a violent man, not an outrageous man, not a disor-

derly man—nothing of that sort.

Q. Some allegation has been made here that he took from a colored voter
tickets that had been scratched, and just took them out of his hand on
the day of election, he not being an officer of the election, and threw
them on the ground.—A. I do not know ; I did not see that action if there
was anything of that sort. There was a fusion ticket that everybody
was voting freely. I knew nothing of that.

KNOW NOTHING OF MEN COMING FEOM YAZOO.

Q. Have you any knowledge of men during the canvass from adjoin-

ing counties, especially the county of Yazoo, threatening violence to col-

ored men ?—A. I never heard anything of that ; certainly never any-
thing of that kind in Madison County. If Madison County was invaded
by troops of another county, I never heard of it.

Q. Have you any knowledge of any time during the canvass that
men came from Yazoo for the purpose of threatening the colored voters
of Madison !—A. I have no such knowledge ; I never heard such a thing.

Q. Were you intimate in the counsel of the democratic conservative
party there !—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Was there an^^ such plan as that known among your people ?—A.
I never heard of it ; if it was so, I never heard such a thing.

Q. Were you cognizant of affairs in Holmes County ?—A. i!fo, sir; I

was not.

KNOWS O. S. LEE—HIS RECORD.

Q. Do you know O. S. Lee ?—A. Very well ; the sheriff formerly-, and
afterward chancellor-clerk. He was a northern man ; had been a cap-

tain in the Federal Army, as it was understood. I do not know whether
he was or not. A great many are called by titles here who never were
commissioned, though he may have been. I think he was in Holmes
County when I was holding court there.

. Q. That was prior to 1869 ?—A. When I held court there I think I

used to see him, in 1866 or 1867. He became sheriff of the county, and
subsequently the chancellor-clerk of the county.

Q. He acted with what party ?—A. He was a republican.

Q. Do you know that he held any official relation to Governor Ames 1

—A. He was adjutant-general and aid-de-camp, with the rank of lieu-

tenant-colonel. He was called captain in Holmes, and colonel in Jack-
sou. He was acting with Ames, and represented him out at Vicksburgh
during the Warren County troubles. He has been a client of mine. He
employed me to defend him.

I asked him to tell me all about that Vicksburgh affair, and I then
learned from him that he represented Ames officially.

ABOUT lee's defalcation.

Q. You stated also that he was a defaulter to the county?—A. He
was represented to have been. I was sought to be employed, and was
retained just before I went on the bench in that county. A suit was
brought against the sureties on his bond.

Q. What was the amount of that?

—

A. Eepresented to have been
between thirty and forty thousand dollars, I think. He was not on the
bond, perhai)S, but he was the party who represented the other, not the
principal in the bond—thirty thousand dollars it was said, and it was
reported that he was in Chicago. I know that Ames sent the attorney
up there to see what could be done about it, but what came of it I do
not know.



928 MISSISSIPPI ELECTION MADISON COUNTY.

Q. Had you ever been employed professionally in his defense for

homicide committed by him there at any time ?—A. No, sir ; I do not
think he was indicted for that. He was recognizanced by the officer to

appear. I doubt if there has been a term of the court since. I do not
think the grand jury has been in session since that; that is my impres-

sion.

lee's murders.

Q, Who was it that he killed 1—A. There was a colored man or two
killed by him ; I do not know, he was charged with having done it by
a man by the name—editor of the newspaper there ; I don't recollect the
name—a republican paper.

Q, Where did the aifray take i)lace ?—A. In the court-house in Lex-
ington.

Q. Who were the parties to it?—A. They were all republicans, I

think. Judge Warner, I remember, was in the room.
Q. Holmes was circuit-clerk ?—A. Yes, sir ; be was there.

Q. Who were the parties shot ?—A. One white and two colored were
killed. I don't remember the names. I saw the account in the papers
and heard about it.

Q. Was that at a meeting of the executive committee of that party H

—

A. It was at a meeting of the republicans for some purpose, in the clerk's

office.

By Mr. McDonald :

Q. Was Hill the name of one of the parties killed ?—A. I only know
what I heard; the newspaper account, and, perhaps, persons who told

me about it whom I met casually.

Q. Was the fact of tlie liomicide one of public notoriety !—A. It was
never denied ; no question about it.

WHY lee killed HILL.

Q. Do you know the cause of the killing i—A. I saw an account

;

and saw the testimony, in fact. Some colored man ; Hill, I believe, who
was the assessor of tlie county—I think he held some official position,

and was a candidate, I think, for assessor, 1 think—or some other col-

ored man in a public speech had denounced this editor, whose name I

do not recollect ; I would know it if I should hear it ; and this man ac-

costed him in this assembly and demanded a retraction, and Lee was
his friend, and the result was a rencounter, in which a man was killed

and various shots fired. There was a conflict of testimony as to who
did the killing ; whether it was this man or Lee ; both shot. It was
not i)roved ; but as to the guilt or innocence I know nothing. I did not
see all the testimony ; in fact I formed no opinion about it.

witness's means OF POLITICAL INFORMATION.

Q. Has your profession and your political course given you fair

knowledge of the conduct and political course of this democratic con-

servative party throughout the State ?—A. I should think so, sir. I

was one of the electors on the Greeley ticket in 1872, and made some-
thing of a canvass, and have been, not very prominent, but somewhat
connected with the political canvass in and around in the State since I

left the circuit bench until I went on the supreme bench. I have been
attending conventions, and been a great deal to Jackson, and had the
ordinary sources of information, and newspapers, and intercourse with
men generally.

SOME ATTEMPTS BY THE WHITES TO OBTAIN THE NEGRO VOTE.

Q. I asked you what attempts have been made by the white people
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of the State to consolidate and obtain the vote of the negro popula-
tion ?—A. Well, they have made—I hardly know how to answer the
question, more than to say this : there has been a marked desire mani-
fested by the white people, evidently, in their organization of i)9litical

parties, to conciliate, and to induce the colored people of the State to
join with them in the election of officers and the control of the affairs

of the State. That has been shown by the resolutions of the different

political conventions which have assembled, and the individual efforts

in that direction have been very numerous. Our support of Greeley
was a concession in that direction ', we thought a very long ways.
Our idea was that the colored people, seeing a disposition on our part to
vote for Horace Greeley, would accept that as an unanswerable assur-
ance of our full acceptance of the situation of the abolition of slavery,
and everything that was involved in that, and if they had had the in-

telligence to perceive and to apprehend the situation it would, perhaps,
had that effect. It did not, however; they generally voted for Grant.

NATURE OF THE REPUBLICAN REPRESENTATIONS TO THE NEGROES.
Q. Do you know, generally, the character of the addresses of the can-

vass on their side in respect to instructing the black population that it

was the intention of the democrats to reduce them to slavery again ?

—

A. That has been the cry with which the poor ignorant people have
been deluded from the start; that the democrats only wanted an oppor-
tunity to reduce them again to slavery; and while they have been will-

ing to confide in the whites in everything in the world but politics,

they have been unwilling to consort with thera politically, and accept
as sincere their declarations in reference to political purposes and
desires.

Q. At the last election were you enabled to get any portion of the
negro vote ?—A. Well, my personal knowledge extends only to Madison
County, and there we had a compromise or fusion ticket, as it was called,

which was generally voted. The vote against it was very trilling, in-

significant. {Jniversally accepted.

THE SPLIT IN THE REPUBLICAN PARTY.

Q. Was there or no in the last election a schism in the republican
ranks—a falling-out between their leaders ?—A. To a considerable ex-

tent. The understanding that Harris, and McKee, and Alcorn, and
divers others were antagonistic to Ames, There was Ames's party, and
Alcorn's party, as we call it here—a rupture in the republican party. It

was understood that Ames, and Warren, and a few others were trying
to carry the negroes in a body with them, and Alcorn, and Harris, and
jVfcKee, and divers others were opposed to their efforts. Powers was
also arrayed on the Alcorn side, as it was understood ; that was the
talk.

GOVERNOR AMES'S POLICY TO CONCENTRATE THE BLACKS AGAINST
THE WHITES.

Q. What was the policy pursued by Mr. Ames in regard to the two
races, whites and blacks"?—A. It seemed tome that Governor Ames had
based his hopes entirely upon the negro party; that was the idea I had.
And that all his efforts were directed to the concentration of the negro
vote against the whites, calculating that mere force of numbers, the
negroes having a majority in this State, I believe, of a few thousand, I

suppose the idea would be that the negroes would all be commanded
and move solidly, and that numbers would count in politics as in war.
And the impression I had, which I think prevailed generally, was that

59 MISS
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Governor Ames had determined to base his hopes of political success

upon leading in a body the negro vote of the State.

Of course I am depending for the formation of my opinion upon gen-

eral conjecture and reasoning from facts known, not from any assurance

from Governor Ames or any knowledge of, except as I may derive the

impression from external acts.

Q. You judge of the conclusion by the premises which he laid down?

—

A. By the course pursued.

THE MOST PERFECT QUIET SINCE THE CHANGE IN AFFAIRS.

Q. Has there been, as far as you know, since the election an acquies-

cence in the change of affairs in the State ?—A. Entirely so 5 the most
perfect quiet has reigned throughout Mississipi)i.

Q. Any collision between the races since that, that you are aware of

in your own section of the country ?—A. I have heard none anywhere
I remember, except on the borders of Mississippi in Louisiana. This

matter down here that is known through the instrumentality of papers

;

I have heard of no disturbance
;
perfect quiet has reigned throughout

the State except that.

Q. State what has been since 1875 the effect of this change of admin-
istration ; if there has been any effect upon the happiness and pros-

perity of the people ?—A. It has been most inspiring, decidedly inspir-

ing, to the people.

Q. Is that feeling confined to one race exclusively ?—A. I am not able

to speak about the colored people. iMy associations with them are so

very limited that I cannot say, sir. My professional duties before my
appointment to the bench, and my judicial duties since, have so engrossed
my time that really I cannot express an opinion, even about the senti-

ments of colored men in the State.

OUR IMPROVEMENT IN PROSPERITY SINCE THE CHANGE.

Q. Has there been, to your knowledge, a visible improvement in the
prosperity and condition in the State since the change of administra-
tion ?—A. There is no question about that I think, sir. The prospect
for industrial success is decidedly better than it has been. There are
much higher hopes in the bosom of the white people, and so far as I

can ascertain or judge from every appearance, perfect contentment,
quietude, and satisfaction among the colored people

HOW THE BLACKS WERE INCITED TO OPPOSITION TO THE WHITES.
The truth is that the colored people were being incited by pestiferous

vagabonds who wanted to stir them up for purposes of their own against
the whites. And they would have moved along in their sphere content-
edly and quietly, depending on the white people, trusting in them, and
treated with kindness by them, but they were stirred up and hopes were
created in their bosoms which could not be realized. And there are
ambitious men among them, who, catching their inspiration from their

leaders, undertook to permeate the whole race with it, and spreading it

abroad inciting them and inducing a feeling, when there would have
been no such feeling; all would have been satisfactory between the
whites and blacks had it not been for the interference of these persons
who undertook to use the negroes for their own purposes.
And 1 will state further that the negroes would have fared just as well

and better without any interference at the hands of the mass of the
white people, wlio have far more consideration and kindness for them
than these men who make loud pretenses of their devotion to them for

mere political purposes.
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HOW WITNESS FEELS TOWARD THE BLACKS.

I know tlie negro race well ; I was born and reared among them, and
have nothing in the world but the kindest feelings for them ; and in my
private life and in public life, as they will all testify who have been
brought within my influence, I have treated them with great considera-

tion. When on the bench, where they had against them the natural pre-

judice nuhappil^' existing to a great extent in the minds of their late

masters against the newly enfranchised race, I was anxious to secure
them from injustice from white jurors, even more so than if they had
been white people. I have always had only feelings of the utmost kind-
ness toward them, and have now.

THINKS THE NEGROES HAVE DONE WONDERFULLY WELL.
I am prepared to assert that they have done wonderfully well under

the circumstances, and would have done far better but for the interfer-

ence of politicians who stir them up and use them for their own benefit.

They have been badlj^ taught and misled and been used as mere puppets
to a large extent.

PERSONAL RECORD.
By Mr. Cameron :

Q. To which political party of this State did you belong prior to the
late civil war ?—A. To the democratic party.

Q. Were you or not in favor of secession !—A. I was in ftivor of se-

cession.

Q. What position did yon hold in the confederate army?—A. I was
lieutenant-colonel, and captain and colonel.

Q. How long did you serve in the army ?—A. From the early part of
1862 until the surrender.

Q. I think you stated that you did not belong to the executive com-
mittee of the democratic party in your county last fall ?—A. No, sir

;

but I did belong to the State central committee. I should have stated
that before ; I did not think of it at the moment.

Q. What official relations, if any, except as member of the State cen-
tral committee, did you have with the party in your county ?—A. I had
none, sir, except as a voter.

Q. Did you canvass the county during the last canvass ?—A. I did not.

WITNESS MAKES TWO SPEECHES.

Q. Did you make any speeches during the canvass !—A. I made a
speech a short time before the election in Canton, at night, and the
night before the election I made a sort of reception speech on the occa-
sion of the reception of our candidate for Congress, Mr. Singleton. He
had been off and returned and he was received. A meeting was held
at Odd Fellows' Hall, and I was called to the chair, and was called out
and made a little speech. That and the speech I made a short time
before the election were the only speeches I made during the last can-
vass. But one was a political speech—the one some days before the
election.

Q. You may state whether you traveled through the county of Mad-
ison during the canvass for the purpose of seeing the political situa-

tion.—A. I did not; I was not out of Canton, except on the railroad,
during the canvass, so far as I now remember. I came to Jackson, per-
haps, occasionally.

DOES NOT KNOW OF ARMED COMPANIES RIDING THROUGH THE COUNTY.
Q. Do you know, as a matter of fact, whether armed bodies of men

did or did not ride through the county during the canvass ?—A. I do
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not. I can simply state what I lieaicl. I beard of tbis affair at CamdeD.
I heard uo other one ; I knew of none personally.

witness's version of the CAMDEN AFFAIR.

Q. In regard to the affair at Caradeo, was it not the fact that this

armed body of men of which you have spoken got ready and deter-

mined to go out there before the sheriff" started at all ; that they did

start before the sheriff', and the sheriff followed after them and passed
them before they reached the point of their destination ? What iufor-

matiou have you in regard to that?—A. My information was this: A
young man by the name of Russell came down with an account of this

action of the club of colored men ; that they were assembled with drums
and lifes, perhaps armed—a large assembly, not far from his house, for

the purpose of going in a body over to Couparle City, and he hurried

off" to Canton bringing this news, and coloring it and exaggerating it, I

suppose, and the result was some commotion among the members of this

company. I learned that upon the suggestion of Judge Callioun, (as he
is now ; known as colonel tiien,) who is one of our leading citizens, that

the companj^ was tendered to Captain Koss, the sheriff". That is what
1 heard. I know nothing of it personally, and my information was that

Eoss preceded the armed body of men, according to the talk, and Bos-

well went in a buggy to show him the way. They had gone out in ad-

vance of these gentlemen, some eighteen or twenty of whom followed

along; that was the information 1 had. I don't know myself.

THE KILLING OF THOMAS BY JONES THE CAUSE OF THE RUMORS.

Q. For what purpose was that military or semi-military company
formed ?—A. The avowed purpose was for the protection of the commu-
nity against any possible disturbance of its peace and quiet. I think

that which immediately led to its formation was this: ^Not long after

this Clinton unfortunate occurrence there were rumors abroad m the
land of troubles, a feverish state of the public mind, and 1 recollect a
very great commotion one night about dusk in Canton, about the report

that armed bodies of men were coming to Canton. There had been a
colored man by the name of Thomas killed, by a young man by the

name of Jones, with an ax-helve in a pei'sonal altercation
;
young Jones

struck this man and killed him, and that in consequence the colored

people, considerable bodies of them about Canton, were searching for

Jones, and, I think it was the next day, report came to Canton that

certain of the clubs were coming in to see about this disturbance. I re-

member that the citizens lied to arms under the idea that the town was
being marched upon by armed clubs of negroes, and subsequently that

these whites formed a military conjpany to meet emergencies of that

sort. The company was formed, and some lifty guns were afterward
procured, improved arms of some sort.

MORE ABOUT THE CANTON OMPANY.
Q. Of how many members did that company consist, as you under-

stand ?—A. I think about fifty.

Q. Who was the commander f—A. George Handy is captain.

Q. Was it oflicered with other officers f—A. Yes, sir ; as I under-
stand. Miles is first lieutenant Jenkins and Charley Priestley are the
other ofiicers, 1 tliink.

IT IS STILL ORGANIZED.

Q. Do you know whether or not that company still retains its organi-

zation f—A. The last I heard of it was on memorial day, on the 2Gth of

April, when some persons went out to decorate the soldiers' graves, aud
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there was speaking-, and assemblage of the citizens, and music. I saw
the company as a part of the gala proceedings of that occasion.

Q. Then, so far as you know, it still continues?—A. Yes, sir; I pre-

sume so. I saw it then.

Q. It is, I understand, a voluntary organization *?—A. Entirely so.

NATURE OP THE BLACK AND OTHER LAWS.

Q. Will you state the nature of the black laws, so called, that were
enacted by the legislature of this State some time about 1865 or 18GG

;

I do not remember the precise year "?—A. There were some passed in

1SC5, and some later, to which, I suppose, you allude. I am very sorry
I have not the acts here. I recollect something of the regulations.

You want to know the character of the legislation ?

Q. Yes, sir: the acts of 1875.—A. I think the first attempt at legis-

lation was made to regulate the newly enfranchised. There were provi-

sionsof law in reference to apprenticing minor children who were orphans,
and those whose parents were unwilling or unable to maintain them.
There was a scheme attempted to make provision for the apprenticing,

by what was known then as the probate court, and these orphans and
helpless children, or those who were not orphans, but helpless by reason
of the incapacity or nnwilliugness of the parents to maintain them.
That was one tiling.

Then there was a very absurd and foolish prohibition on negroes be-

coming the lessees of land in the country. They were allowed to

become lessees in town. Very foolishly, for whereas it should be tlie

object to induce them to remain in the country, they were impelled by
that to the towns. That was another i)rovision I remember.

THE WHITE PEOPLE. PASSED THE LAWS.

Q. Which political party was in power when that'act was passed 1—
A. We did not have any political party, hardly, organized.

Q. What was it?—A. It was, I suppose—I do not know what it was
called. I do not remember. It was composed of the former whigs and
democrats—the white people.

THERE WAS NO REPUBLICAN PARTY.

Q. Was there a republican party '?—A. I do not think there was any
organization of the republican party of Mississippi at that date. I do
not know the distinctive names. This legislature was composed of
wbigs and democrats, or who had been, and I do not know of a new
alignment of parties at that date.

The republican party of Mississippi was constituted subsequently,
because of the folly of the democrats in not meeting together and
promptly recognizing the consequences of enfranchisement of thenegroes,
as I wanted them to do, to get the start of the republicans in accepting
the situation, and declaring in favor of the right of the negro to vote
and hold office if he could get it. That is what I wanted Ihem to do, but
they did not do it, and the republican party as a distinctive organiza-
tion sprung up in JMississippi in consequence of that.

THE LEGISLATURE THAT MADE THE BLACK CODE WAS MAINLY OF
SLAVE-HOLDERS.

Q. Then I will ask you whether or not the former slave-holders were
mainly members of the legislature at the time of the enactment of this

so-called black code.—A. That is true, sir.

Q. I will ask you further, whether, prior to the agreement in regard
to this compromise ticket in Madison County last fall, you did or did
not apprehend that there would be trouble in your county ?—A. Well,
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I knew nothiug tliat would lead me to anticipate any premeditated
purpose on the part of either party to have disturbance, but I knew, as

every man knew, the liability to have a difficulty precipitated on the

day of the election by folly, by imprudence, or by accident.

THE TWO RACES ARE DISTINCTIVE.

You see, the two races are distinctive, and they have been, unfortu-

nately, politically divided by color. The negroes have all stood by one
side, pretty much, and the whites on the other, and it became a race

question and nothing else, and there is ineradicable opposition between
them. The white man prefers the white man, and the negro prefers the
negro. With these two races, one formerly in slavery and the other
exercising dominion over them, brought up face to face at the ballot-

box, one under one banner and one under another arranged iu ref-

erence to color, of course there would be a danger possibly of a collision.

NOTHING TO LEAD WITNESS TO BELIEVE THAT TROUBLE WOULD
OCCUR.

I know nothing, therefore, to lead me to believe it was the purpose of

any party that such a thing should occur, but still I knew the liability

that it would occur, and it always will be so, not only at the last elec-

tion, but it will ever be so as long as the same state of things exists

—

two separate, distinct races opposed to each other as races, so far as po-

litical and social relations are concerned. 1 felt that there was danger
of such a thing occurring, aud I felt exceedingly desirous of avoiding
the possibility of anything of that sort ; and more than that, I felt very
anxious in regard to having an era of good feelings, all parties partici-

pating and voting together for good men, without reference to color or
party name.

PARTIES WITHOUT REFERENCE TO COLOR.

I thought that, when the colored man was once brought up by the
action of his leaders to vote for democrats, he would possess the
idea that they were not such miserable creatures as they were usually
represented to be by their political teachers, and that the negro having
once, by the consent and action of his own leaders, voted for home citi-

zens, in whom he would confide iu regard to everything else, that it

would be an entering- wedge and point the way to the formation of new
political relations, and establish among them parties without reference
to color, aud with reference to the good of the State. That was the
idea that possessed me.

HOW THE WITNESS WOULD OVERCOME THE NEGROES' DISTRUST OF
THE WHITES.

Q. I understand you to say that you were of the opinion that there is

an irreconcilable antagonism between the two races iu regard to poli-

tics. If you hold that opinion, how did you think you could do away
with that antagonism by the creation or formation of this union ticket?
—A. Why, in this way : the negro has been taught by his leaders that
he could commit no greater political sin than to vote for a democrat.
That has been the understanding—that he was voting against his race,
against his wife and children ; that he was endangeriug his freedom,
and all such statements as that, and that has been inculcated iu him by
the political teaching that he has had. Aud it occurred to me that if

the same men who had been particularly iustrumental in instilling that
idea into his mind should consent to and should even urge him to vote
for democrats, for home citizens, for men whom he had known for years,
and in whom he would confide in reference to himself personally, that
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hereafter it would induce him to pursue the same course under better

teachings in which that would be a precedent which could be appealed
to in future, if successful, and it would exert much influence upon the
mind of the negro, who is very ignorant and hard to be taught.

WELL SATISFIED WITH THE RESULT IN MADISON COUNTY.

Q. Are you well satisfied with the result of the experiment in your
county ?—A. Yes, sir ; very well satisfied with it. We got very good
officers, very good indeed, as the result.

THE MASS OF THE DEMOCRATS ARE WHITE PEOPLE.

Q. You say that the negro has been taught by his political leaders in

this State that he could commit no greater crime than to vote for a dem-
ocrat. I ask you if the white men, to some considerable extent at least,

have not been taught by their political leaders that they could commit
no greater crime than to vote for a republican 1—A. Well, sir, I do not
think that any teaching of that kind has ever been attempted exactly;

that is, it would be rather regarded as a presumptuous thing to address
the whites of this country in that style. 1 will say this : the great mass,
the overwhelming majority of the white people in this country, are dem-
ocrats, opposed to the republican party, and I suppose that their politi-

cal speaking has been of a character that would be reasonably expected
under that state of things. But as for any particular teaching that it

would be a great crime to vote for republicans, the mass of the white
people are about as well taught as their teachers. They have their own
opinions and thoughts and views, and are pretty firm in their political

views. The mass of white people are democrats
;
j'ou will rarely find a

republican who did not come here from abroad since the war—very
rarely ; they are exceedingly scarce, few and far between, except north-

ern men, among the white people.

WHY THE MASS OF THE WHITES ARE DEMOCRATS AND NOT REPUB-
LICANS.

Q. Will you give the committee your views or opinions as to wh^- the
great mass of the white men in Mississippi are attached to the democratic
rather than to the republican party ?—A. Yes, if you will let me think a
moment.

Well, sir, I think it is the result of the force of circumstances in a
large degree. When the war ended, the people of this country to a very
large extent regarded the reconstruction measures of Congress as in

hostility to the people of the South. The disfranchisement of very large
numbers of our people; the course of the Federal Government, in other
words, immediately after the war toward the people of the South in the
effort to reconstruct them ; the appointment of military governors; the
successive acts of Congress, known as reconstruction measures ; and
the taking of the affairs of the people out of their own hands—the whole
course of the Federal Government, if I may say so, toward the people
of the South led the people of the South to believe, whether rightfully or
wrongfully, that they were the objects of vengeance and the subjects of
punishment by the Government of the United States; and the result

was to cement all the intelligence pretty much of the South in a body,
not in opposition to the Federal Government as a government, because
after the flag of the Confederate government was struck the mass of the
white people of the South felt that they had no other government than
the Government of the United States, and transferred cheerfully their

allegiance, I think, (certainly I did myself, after that flag was furled

forever,) to the United States. But its course was such as to beget in the
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minds of the southern people, whether rightfullj or wrongfully, the idea

that they were objects of distrust and dislike, and subjects of punisli-

ment by the Government of the United States in the course pursued.

LORDED OVER BY LITTLE MILITARY MEN.

We were lorded over by little military men with shoulder-straps and
epaulettes, and everything of that sort, interfering with the affairs of

the people, and begetting distrust on their part, as distrust is apt to

beget distrust—distrust by the officials and distrust by the Govern-
ment of the United States, and that instead of being allowed to govern
themselves according to American ideas, as they had always done, that

the Government of the United States had determined to assume gov-

ernment over them by military men, by bayonets, and through parties

that sprang out of that state of things, composed mainly of negroes.

THE MISTAKE OF THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY.

Unfortunately, I say, the democratic party would not do what some
of us proposed and thought ought to be done, that is, recognize and ac-

cept the situation and make the most out of tiie inevitable, and get the

control over the negro mind by expressing a willingness to accord to the
negro all his political rights ; the right to vote and a right to hold office

if he could get votes enough to elect him. The democratic iiarty would
not do that, and the result was that a foreign element came here, and,
in conjunction with some who took that direction among the home peo-

ple, banded the negroes together in a solid phalanx, and the formation
of a line on one side was well calculated to form one on the other. And
the negroes were found nearly all arrayed under tlie banner of the re-

publican party, and the white people naturally aligned themselves under
the banner of the other party, which was opposed to the republican
party.

SOUTHERN LEADERS THOUOHT THE UNION WAS TO BE RESTORED
"AS IT WAS.-'

Q. So far as you know, was it generally the opinion of the leading
democrats of the South that the States which had been in rebellion, as
soon as the surrender took place, should at once have been restored to
all the political rights that they enjoyed prior to the rebellion and to
secession ?—A. Yes, sir. 1 had the idea which I think Mr. Lincoln had,
that this war was being conducted on the part of the United States
merely for the purpose of suppressing an outbreak and rebellion, and
that with the suppression of the rebellion and the destruction of the
confederate government, when the confederates grounded their arms
and became loyal in their allegiance to the Federal Government, that
the States should have been rehabilitated, and everything should go
on as before, without the subjugation of the State government and the
reconstruction which followed destruction. I had that idea, and I think
that was the prevailing idea. Tbat seemed to have been the idea of
Governor Sharkey in ordering an election to till vacancies for the terms
that had partially expired during the war, the judges and other oflicers,

who should go on as if nothing had occurred. We thought that was the
idea Mr. Lincoln had in waging war for the maintenance of the Union.
I supposed that course would be pursued.

WITNESS IN FAVOR OF ACCEPTING THE ACTS OF CONGRESS.
It was not pursued, however, and I was in favor of the acceptance of

the reconstruction acts of Congress, for I felt that we were in the power
of the Federal Government, and I regarded it as unwise to antagonize
the policy of the Congress of the United States, which had the control
of the matter.
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I a^i»reed with Mr. Barksdalo, editor of tbe Clariou, who favored a
prompt acquiescence ou the part of our people iu the recoustructiou

policy, aud to make the most of the situation, make friends with the

negroes politically, by a full recognition of all their rights, acquiring the

ascendency and taldugchargeof them, and becoming their teachers and
controllers, instead of allowing the republicans to do that.

DEMOCRATS DID NOT AGREE WITH HIM.

Q. Did the democrats generally agree with you in those views?—A.
They did not. I am now speaking about reconstruction, the acceptance
of that.

KO PERSONAL KNOWLEDGE OF ANY MURDERS.

Q. You have spoken of a homicide, said to have been committed by
a man named Lee, iu Holmes County?—A. I had no knowledge of that

except from rumor only. I only know what I have heard through the

papers, and personal accounts.

Q. Is it not a fact that during the last two or three years, homicides
have been very frequent iu this State ?—A. There have been a good
many, I have no doubt. Yery frequent, I can hardly say that. There
have been a good many, there is no question about that, according
to report, but 1 cannot say very frequent.

Q. Did you know a man named Charles Caldwell?—A. 1 did not.

Q. Did you know of him by reputation?—A. He had been a senator
from Binds County, a State senator; I knew of him. I did not know
him.
Q. Did you hear that ho was assassinated or killed ?—A. I think I

hoard that he aud his brother were killed at Clinton.

Q. Do you know wliether that killing has ever bsen legally investi-

gated or not ?— A. I do not ; nor have I ever been able to learn pre-

cisely the way in which it occurred. I do not kno^ whether the circuit

court has been held since or not. I expect there has been one, but I

have no knowledge about that.

Q. You stated, iu reply to a question put to you by Mr. Bayard, that
the State had been peaceful, except the difficulties that have recently
occurred in Louisiana since the election. Have you heard of any out-

breaks or outrages since the election in Issaquena County?—A. I do not
remember to have heard of any.

Q. How about the killing of six or seven negroes iu that county some
time in December?—A. Well, sir, I have not heard of that, or do not
remember it at least.

DID NOT KNOW CALDWELL PERSONALLY.

By Mr. McDonald :

Q. Y^ou say you did not personally know Caldwell ?—A. I did not,
sir ; I do not think I knew him by siglit.

Q. Do you know what his character and reputation was for being an
orderly or disorderly man ?—A. I do not.

Q. Did you ever hear of his being guilty of one or more homicides ?

—

A. I think I have
; I merely heard it—nothing more than a rumor ; I can

hardly trace it even. I have heard his name spoken of and saw his
name occasionally iu the paper when senator ; I know nothing of him
personally.

THINKS GENERAL GRANT CORRECTLY STATED THE VIEWS OF THE SOUTH
IN HIS REPORT.

Q. Do you remember the visit of General Grant, shortly after the sur-
render, to the Southern States ?—A. I recollect his being at Atlanta,
Ga.
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Q. Do you recollect seeing the report which he is stated to have made
on his return in regard to the condition of the sentiment in the South?
—A. I recollect the circumstance

; the particulars of the report I do not
remember. I recollect the general tenor of the report in the papers ; I
recollect that—the general tenor of the report in the papers.

Q. From what you remember of it did tliat correctly state the ]wliti-

cal views of the South ?—A. I think so. 1 think there never was a peo-
ple more thoroughly subdued than the people at the South. They were
sick and tired of the war, worn out, wearied ; with the destruction of the
confederate government and the abolition of slavery all cause of
enmity between the people of the Xorth and the South had passed away,
and 1 think the feeling of an overwhelming majority of our people was
one of readiness to be faithful to the Government of the United States.
Of course it was contrary to human nature that they should at once be-
come very ardent in their devotion to it, because it is hard for people to
transfer their affections suddenly. It was a feeling of acquiescence and
to be true to the Federal Government, because they had no other.

IT WOULD IIA^-E IMPROVED THE CONDITION OF THINGS IF THE VIEWS
OF THE REPORT COULD HAVE BEEN ADOPTED.

Q. If the facts stated in that report in reference to the disposition of
the people of the South to accept the situation and enter into a restora-
tion of their relations to the Federal Government had been acted u])ou,

what, in your judgment, would have been the result?—A. I think that
there would have been not only hearty allegiance on the part of the peo-

l)le of the South, but a very greatly improved condition of things. I
think many of the unCortuuate evils which have attllcted this country
would have been avoided.

NO ONE FAVORS THE RETURN OF SLAVERY.

Q. Since the conclusion of the war, has there been any party in Mis-
sissippi in favor of returning the negroes into slavery f—A. I do not
suppose there is a man in Mississippi who was such an idiot or such a
simpleton as to indulge an idea of that sort.

Q. In speaking about the restoration of the relations of the Southern
States with the Federal Government, did they contemplate the restora-
tion of slavery ?—A. No, sir ; never—merely of their Federal relations.
The people of the South firmly regarded slavery as having gone, and no
thought was entertained by anybody of returning to it.

ABOUT THE COURSE OF THE SUPREME COURT.

Q. Do you know what the course of the Supreme Court of the United
States was at the close of the war in reference to recognizing the restora-
tion of Federal relations in the conduct of its business ?—A. It acted
upon the idea of restoration.

Q. Cases in the southern part of the country which had been sus-
pended on the docket during the duration of the civil war, what was done
by the Supreme Court in regard to that ?—A. I am not personally
familiar with that matter.

Q. Do you not know that they were called upon the docket as soon
as the war closed, as if not interrupted?—A. Though 1 do not know
such to have been the case, 1 have the idea that the Supreme Court was
disposed to go on as if a temporary disturbance took place, without a
change of relations.

Q. Simi)ly interrupted the relations of the people with the Govern-
ment?—A. That was all ; and that was the way we looked upon the war
here and the destruction of the institution of slavery, and the destrnc-
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tion of the confederate govern ment. We felt we were citizens of the
United States, entitled to all its rights, privileges, and obligations, with-

out discrimination, let, or hiuderance.

THE MURDER OF WILLIAMS BY JONES.

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. You were asked in regard to the number of homicides in the

county. Do you remember the killing in this county of Thomas Wil-
liams, county treasurer, by a colored man named Caswell Jones ?—A. I

heard of it at the time.

Q, Where did it occur ?—A. In Jackson.
Q. Do you know the cause?—A. It was an interference with Williams

in domestic relations with Jones. It was understood he had been
intimate with Jones's wife, and had persisted in it after being admon-
ished by Jones, for which Jones called him to account and killed him.

Q. Both were colored men ?—A. Yes, sir. The difficulty was a per-

sonal one, not political.

Q. Do you know whether Jones was or was not one of the political

supporters aud associates of Governor Ames f—A. He was a republi-

can, I understood; but I do not know anything about his association

with Ames.
Q. Do you know what was the result of that killing I—A. He was, I

heard, tried and acquitted.

Q. By the jury 1—A. Yes, sir.

Q. He was justified ?—A. That is common law in this country.

ABOUT CAPTAIN KEE.

By Mr. McMillan :

Q. Do you know Captain Kee, of your county ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Has he resided there since the election there last year?—A. Yes,
sir.

Q. How long has he resided there ".—A. I have heard of him for sev-

eral years that I have known him. He has been there for several years
at Calhoun Station.

Q. Is he engaged in any business there ?—A. I have the idea, sir,

that he has been selling goods there ; I do not know.
Q. Had he ever taken part in the politics of the State before the elec-

tion of 1875 ?—A. Xot that I know of; I do not remember of hearing
that he took a part in political matters until this last election, when he
was nominated for sheriff by the republicans.

ABOUT STATE SENATOR WARNER.
Q. Do you know Mr. Warner, of your county ?—A. Yes, sir ; I am ac-

quainted with a man by the name of John Alexander ^V"arncr.

Q. Had he not resided in your county ?—A. He used to represent that
county in the senate for four years.

Q. Is not that his voting-place ?—A. I supposed it to be. He has no
residence there, I think. He occasionally comes to the county and votes.

If he has any place of residence in the county I am not aware of it. He
spends the most of his time in Jackson, and in the summer season he is

abroad.
Q. You are a member of the State central committee ?—A. Yes, sir.

THE chairman OF THE STATE DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE TELEGRAPHS
A SAFE-GUARD.

Q. Did you hear any threat or intimation that Warner would not be
I)ermitted to vote at his place in your county ?—A. The only thing that
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I ever heard was this : General George, the chairman of the democratic
committee here, sent a telegram to Mayor Calhoun, stating that Warner
had gone ont to Calhoun Station tli6 night before the election, and for

us to see to it that no harm befell him. George seemed to have an idea

that possibly Warner's personal safety might be in danger, and tele-

graphed to Mr. Calhoun, and Mr. Calhoun sent the telegram down, to

Calhoun. It was a precautionnary measure of General George
Q. You don't know how Colonel George became possessed of that im-

pression ?—A. jS"o, sir.

Q. He did telegraph 1—A. Yes, sir ; and stated that Warner had gone
up to Madison, and to see that nothing befell him. I do not remember
the language exactly. That telegram was sent to Calhoun Station by
some gentleman known to us. Warner staid there during this election,

I heard.

THE WHITES ALL ON ONE SIDE; THE BLACKS ON THE OTHER.

Q. You say that the separation of the blacks and whites in their po-
litical relations is verj- decided and marked?—A. O, clearly; and the
whites are nearly all on one side and the colored on the other, or have
been heretofore, up to the last election.

Q. Are there any white republicans in the State ?—A. Some few
northern men who came here since the war, and a few who had lived

here before, but vey few.

Q. There are some who are white native southerners ?—A. Some, but
verj^ few.

Q. Do the blacks co-operate with the whites in their political move-
ments—those that are in the republican party—do they act with the
whites who are republicans ?—A. Yes sir.

Q. All white men who embrace the sentiments of the republican party,
€an they have the lead or go with the blacks in their ])olitical mat-
ters ?—A. I do not know about leading. I think that the northern men
can take the lead anywhere. The negroes have an idea that the north-
ern people freed them, and are deluded with the notion that this war
was gotten up to free tliem ; that the northern men are their deliverers
and saviors, and these white men kept them in slavery.

NEGROES HAVE NO CONFIDENCE IN SOUTHERN REPUBLICANS.

Q. When a native southerner embraces the political views of the
republican party, do the blacks vote for them too ?—A. Y'es, sir

;

under the stimulus of the efforts of the northern republicans, yet I do
not think the southern republicans could do anything at all with the
colored people, but for the cooperation of northern men.

Q. They vote for them, however f—A. Y^'es, sir; they have done so.

UNWISE FEATURES OF THE BLACK LAWS.
By the Chairman :

Q. You spoke of the measures called the black laws, which you
described in part. Were they passed early ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And, as I understand you, against your judgment as to what was
right ?—A. No

; some features of them were. This attempt to regulate
and to provide for the apprenticing of minors who were orphans, and
those whose parents were unable or unwilling to maiiitain them—such
features met my approbation ; I thought them wise; but the i)rohibi-

tion of the negro, however, to bo vendee or grantee of land, or lessee of
land in the country, all such provisions received my disrtp[)robation
very decidedly at the time.

Q. What was the reason given for the passage of the laud law .'— A.
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I do not know of a reason that was given. I was then on the beucb,
the circuit bench, from which I was very much engage! in my duties,

and I did not visit Jackson-personally, and so far as knowing anything
of legislative discussion that occurred, except as I got glimpses from
the newspaper, I do not know.

THE CONTROLLING MOTIVE OF THE MEN WHO PASSED THE BLACK CODE.

Q. l;et me ask you what, in your opinion, was the controlling motive
and purpose of the men who passed that law ?—A. 1 supposed this

:

the slaveholders of the South, of Mississippi, were completely over-

whelmed, paralyzed almost by the sudden transition of this large negro
population from a state of slavery and subordination and control to a
state of freedom, and the feeling in the mind of every man was one of

terrible apprehension of what might result from a sudden liberation

from control of this large number of colored people, and the legislation

of Mississippi was the result of the first immature expression of tlm
efforts of the controlling class in this State to do that which they
regarded as a necessity, to regulate and control this body of people
with physical power, but who were mere infants so far as a knowledge
of the affairs of life is concerned ; who had been held in slavery

under the regulation and control of the masters who believed it was-

absolutely necessary to do something to regulate and curb and prevent
harm from them. And these laws were the first inexperienced efforts

of the people of the South in this direction to do what was thought
necessary to be done to prevent great evils.

NO DANGER OF AN ATTEMPT TO ABRIDGE THE RIGHTS OF THE BLACKS.

Q. We have evidence before the committee to this point, that the
mass of the white people in Mississippi are now verj^ much in the
condition, mental and moral, which you have described as existing at

the time these black laws were passed. One gentleman here, who said he
served during a large part of the war in the army of Northern Vir-

ginia, asserted that during all that period of time he never endured so

much mental anguish as to what the negroes might do in the way of

assaulting the white people, as he endured during the canvass of 1875,

in Yazoo County. We have similar statements from other counties of

that state of mind. If that be so, is it unlikely that similar legislation

would be had in regard to the negroes f—A. I do not think there is the

slightest danger of any attempt on the part of any legislature in Missis-

sippi to abridge or diminish in any shape, manner, or form the rights of

the colored people. If you will allow me to state it, 1 will give you
something of the progress of feeling in this State.

When the war ended the people found themselves confronted with
this appalling question. This large class of human beings had been
regulated and controlled in slavery, and every man thought it was
a very serious question as to what would be the result, what course they
would pursue or what would be the state of society.

VERY BITTER OPPOSITION TO ALLOWING THE NEGRO TO TESTIFY.

Negroes were not allowed to testify at first. There was a very bitter

opposition to that in this State, in a case in which a white man was a
party, even though the subject of offense might be the j-.erson of a negrc^X
There was a bitter opposition on the part of many to allow any u^g'>^to
testify—very foolish, undoubtedly. ^*

Our legislature allowed them to testify partially at first, iti cases wh'^i'G

a white man was being tried for an ofi'euse upon the pe,\:gou of a ne^rO'
or where the negro was a party, but the idea of makin'g uegroes, gener-
ally, in all cases competent witnesses did not find fav(!r. At first there
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was a bitter oppositiou to tins partial reaioval of disqualification, but in

a very short time experience demonstrated the wisdom of it, and in due
time the negro was wholly free from the absurd disqualification, and
the people freely acquiesced in the propriety of that, because they had
seen it tried, and found it was not so terrible as they had apprehended

THE PEOPLE HATE EEALIZED THE SITUATION.

This first legislation, I say, was an effort of inexperience to do what
was generally recognized as something necessary to be done. Finally,
all such legislation passed away, and the very legislature that passed
these laws repealed them or the most odious features of them. The re-

construction measures came along—the amendments to the Constitution.
The people have realized the situation and have embraced the idea of
political equality of the colored people and their right to hold office if

they can get it, and to enjoy all the liberty and absolute rights of men.
Therefore, I do not think the disposition exists or will exist among the
people of Mississippi, if they had the uncontrolled and unregulated
right to do as they pleased to do, in any manner, shape, or form to abridge
in the slightest degree the civil and political rights of the colored people.
I can so declare and I think I reflect the ideas of the people of Missis-
sippi on that subject.

NO KNOWLEDGE OF ARMED BANDS THAT INTERFERE WITH RIGHTS
OF NEGROES.

Q. I will ask you if there is not in this State a body of young men
(many of them who perhaps were not old enough to take a part in the
late civil war, but who were possibly youth, growing up) who have not
received these ideas of which you speak as being entertained by the best
and most intelligent portion of the people of Mississippi ; and whether
those young persons have not, in many places, organized military or
semi-military bauds, and interfered with the political rights, and some-
times assaulted the individual rights of the negroes, especially ? I will

ask whether that is noc a fact within your knowledge, or resting upon
information which commands your belief?—A. 1 have neither knowledge
or information of any such state of feeling anywhere in the State. I do
believe there are here and there individuals who have not correct views
in reference to the position and rights of the colored people as humau
beings and as citizens, but I have no knowledge of any organization here
to interfere with the enjoyment of these rights. I have neither knowl-
edge or information that any such exist anywhere within the State.

YERY GREAT SURPRISE THAT NO TAX WAS LEVIED IN 187G TO SUPPORT
SCHOOLS IN THE STATE.

Q. "We have received from the auditor of the State a statement ot
taxes levied by their legislature for several years, I think beginning
with 1870, and including the present year, 1S7G ; and I notice that for
the year 187G there is an omission entirely of a levy for the support of
the schools, which in the previous years has been 3 mills.—A. Four mills
year before last, 2 mills last year.

Q. Bo you know enough of the legislative business of the State to
give the reason of that ?—A. 1 do not think it is true that there is an
omission to levy a tax. This matter is a surprise to me. It is a matter

«^
o'lvery great surprise, if that shall be found to be true, because there

\n-as, soivr as expression was concerned, every disposition, and a greater
dVisposition'u the last legislature than ever before, to make a liberal ap-
prfl>priation foithe schools.

^^i. Here is th(^ statement, which you will perceive shows an appro-

i
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priatiou in previous years, but indicates that no appropriation has been
made for the present year.—A. I cannot but think that that statement
is not true. I have no doubt Mr. Gibbs states it correctly from his

books, but I think there is a mistake, so far as the school-tax is con-
cerned. I should be very much astonished if I find that this is the case

.

THE MOST NATURAL THING IN THE WORLD THAT THE NEGRO SHOULD
BE A REPUBLICAN.

Q. Considering the legislation in regard to the transfer of real estate,

in regard to the apprenticing children, not only orphans, but those
for whom their parents might not make such provision as the officers

should think to be adequate, is it strange that the negroes have not accepted
the political opinions of tlie men and associates of the men from whom
that legislation proceeded ?—A. I think it is the most natural thing in

the world for the negro to be a republican ; it is not strange, I think, at
all.

Q. They are generally republicans, are they not ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And they are the majority of the State?—A. Yes, sir; supposed
to be a small majority of the colored people in the State. 1 do not know
what it is ; a few thousand, I suppose.

Q. There are some white persons, native southerners, who are also

republicans ?—A. Yes, sir.

IP NOT STIMULATED, STIRRED UR, THE NEGRO WOULD NOT VOTE.

Q. If the people of this State, both colored and white, were left to

entire freedom of action in political aftairs, to follow out their inclina-

tions, and were guided by their own opinions, and acted on their own
principles, could it have been otherwise than that the State should have
been republican 1—A. If every negro should vote the republican ticket

that the white republicans in the State should pronounce to be such, I

suppose that a majority would be republican ; but the negroes that live

in this State, if left to themselves, comparatively few of them would go
to the polls or care anything about voting at all. If not stimulated,
and spurred up, and brought out, and cemented together, under the
influence of political organization by leaders, I think there would be
comparatively few of them that would vote.

Q. Y^'ou have said in your opinion it is the most natural thing in the
world that they should be republicans.—A. Yes, sir.

POSSIBLE TO INDUCE NEGROES TO VOTE THE DEMOCRATIC TICKET.

Q. Now, presuming that they go to the polls, do you consider it a proper
thing to stimulate the negroes, that is, for white persons to go to the
clubs and meetings, and use their efforts on the election, and urge them
that it is a matter of consequence to turn out ?—A. I think it is entirely

proper. It depends very much on which party makes the greatest ef-

fort. I think it is possible to induce the negroes to vote the democratic
ticket, not in whole bodies generally ; not an easy thing unless ex-

traordinary effort is made; it depends upon circumstances. Their nat-

ural position has been republican, which is the result of force of circum-
stances, but I think the result of an election would depend very largely

upon the exertions made and whether well directed or not. I think it

possible to induce the negroes, many of them, to go one way or the
other with very little eftbrt, they having but very little political

knowledge ; and their natural position has been, from the force of circum-
stances in this State, with the republican party.
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THE FOLLY OF THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY CAUSED THE NEGROES TO
BAND TOGETHER.

By Mr. McDonald :

Q. Do you tbiuk it a proper course for men to pursue to stimulate tlie

negroes to orfjanize and maintain their clubs and attend elections, by
appealing to their fears and apprehensions that the democratic part}',

if it should be successfnl in the State, wonld return them to slavery,

and representing that that is the purpose of the democratic party !—A.
I think that every man who makes a representation of that sort knows
that it is false. Of course I do not agree that to make false represen-
tations to the colored people or any one else is a proper course to

pursue.

DOES NOT THINK IT NATURAL THAT THE NEGROES SHOULD REMAIN
REPUBLICAN.

Q. Could they keep them together by any other kind of appeal f—A.
I think not. I think their banding together has been the result of the
force of circunjstances, and also the course pursued, the folly of the
democratic party in Mississippi, as I consider it. But I was in a
great minority in that respect. In antagonizing the reconstruction
policy of Congress, and in not perceiving what was going to be, and
taking advantage of it and making the most of it, I think we lost our op-

portunity of gaining the ascendency. The result was that the force of
circumstance<s throughout the South drove the negroes to band together,

and time must be re(juired to loosen tlie hold which the republican party
has ui)on them. But 1 think it is being loosened. 1 do not say, how-
ever, that I think it is natural that the negroes shall remain reiniblicau.

Q. They could not be banded together except by appeals to their pas-

sions and prejudices as a race?—A. I think that is the only way they
can be kept together. Whenever a negro becomes the owner of prop-
erty he is very apt to vote the democratic ticket or not at all.

THE BEST COURSE TO ACQUIRE AN ASCENDENCY OYER THE NEGRO'S
MIND.

By Mr. McMillan :

Q. If at the time those who took your views of the question had acted
upon their views and organized apolitical party, embodying those senti-

ments, would it not have produced a division in the white people of

Mississippi as to their political action ?—A. 1 think it would, because
the majority of the white i)eople did not take that view.

Q. Then, if you entertained those views, did you not regard your po-

sition upon that question as a correct one for the interests of the
South ;'—A. Unquestionably.

Q. And should not that principle have been insisted upon as a political

movement in the South by the persons Mho adopted that view, and why
did they not do it ?—A. Unquestionably we considered that thing. I re-

garded the people of the ^Xorth, as represented in the Congress of the
United States, were determined to carry out that policy, and they were
determined that Congress should persistently reconstruct the Southern
States, and that involved the destruction of the State government. I

thought 1 saw it was inevitable, and without being originally in favor
of it, I thought it a part of political wisdom to make the most out of

the situation, to accept the inevitable, and pursue that course which
would eiuible us to acquire an ascendency over the negro mind.

Q. If that course had been i)ursued, the natural etfect would have
been to obtain an ascendancy over the negro miiulf—A. 1 think so.
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Q. And tbey then would have gone with that party who adopted that

position 1—A. In a large measure.
Q. It would have produced such a condition of things ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. That would inevitably have resulted in the avoidance of anything
like a race issue, would it notf—A. It would have lessened the danger
very greatly.

THE NEGRO ALWAYS ON THE SIDE OF THE NEGRO.
Q. You say it would have lessened the d.anger of it; would it not have

so divided the people, so divided the whites, that they would have been
arrayed in such numbers on either side that no such question would
have arisen from these political circumstances ?—A. I think that prob-
able ; but when you come to a race question the negro is always on the
side of the negro.

Q. But the question is as to avoiding that !—A. I think it would
have lessened the danger of it.

RECONSTRUCTION UNFORTUNATE FOR THE SOUTH.

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. Do you hold that the congressional policy of reconstruction as
carried out has increased the danger of the race question, or has
created it '?—A. I think it was most unfortunate for the South, the re-

construction policy; but still when I saw that Congress was bound to

do it, I thought it was wisdom to make the most of it, to accept what
we could not help, and try to gain such ascendancy over the colored
voters which intelligence will always give.

Q. In 1865, I understand, you went into office, came out of the army
and went upon the bench ?—A. Yes, sir.

THE EFFECT OF RESTORING STATES UNDER JUDGE SHARKEY'S PLAN.

Q. And the theory of Judge Sharkey, acting as provisional governor
under appointment, was to allow the offices to be restored ?—A. Yes,
sir.

Q. If tliey had been permitted, what would have been the effect upon
your condition, I mean the relations of the State to the National Gov-
ernment?—A. I think that with an amount of time for men's passions to
cool and judgment to re-assert its sway, that there would have been a
general restoration in the minds and hearts of the people of Mississippi
of devotion to the Federal Government, for with the destruction of the
institution of slavery there was nothing to produce an alienation of our
people toward the North. It is difficult for men to transfer their affec-

tions suddenly, and, of course, some little time would have been re-

quired for the sorrow for the fallen fortunes of the Confederate govern-
ment for which we had sacrificed so much; and as soon as a little allow-

ance was made for the assertion of human nature in the bosoms of men,
there would have been a cordial fealty on the part of Mississippi to the
Federal Government.

MISSISSIPPIANS FEEL THAT THEY HAVE BEEN WRONGED.
That which wounded the people of the South was the feeling of dis-

trust manifested toward them by the Federal Government. They felt

that they were not willing to accept our assurances and treat them as
though they were candid and sincere. That was what wounded their
pride so that they felt wronged. But even now, I have not the slightest

doubt that if the Federal Government became involved in foreign war
it would find as loyal a sentiment in Mississippi as in any State in the
Union, and as great a readiness to uphold its flag and follow in its service
again against a foreign foe as anywhere. It is altogether a mistake that

60 MISS
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there is any feeling of hostility toward the Federal Government in the

hearts of Mississippians. There is a feeling that they have been wronged
and their honor not trusted, and their pride has been somewhat
wounded; but it is a big mistake to suppose that a feeling of hostility

exists toward the Federal Government.

THE REPUBLICAN PARTY THE SYNONYM OF OPPRESSION SINCE THE WAR.
Q. Do they recognize that it has been mainly party action and not the

action of the people of the North ?—A. They look upon the republican

party as responsible for all the evils, and with them the republican

party is the synonym of southern oppression since the war.

ABOUT THE SCHOOL-LAWS.
Q. You were asked in reference to the school-tax levy ; will you be

kind enough, if in your power conveniently, to give us the legislation

of the last session ?—A. Yes, sir ; I will look it up. I will ascertain,

because I was astonished about the suggestion of any omission, because
there was an expression, and a sincere one, I am sure, to secure a very

liberal appropriation for the schools.

Q. Who is the present superintendent—the State superintendent of

the schools ?—A. T. S. Gathwright.

Q. Who is he "?—A. He has been a devoted teacher for many years.

Q. A man of education ?—A. Yes, sir. I will add that he is thor-

oughly imbued with the spirit of maintaining the schools without regard

to race, color, or previous condition of servitude.

Q. Who preceded him !—A. A man by the name of Cardozo, a col-

ored individual.

Q. How did he get out of oflice aud how long did he hold his oflice ?

—

A. He must have held it about two years.

Q. What office had he held prior to that ?—A. He had been circuit-

clerk of Warren County, I believe.

Q. r>o you know whether as circuit-clerk he had been charged with

forgery of warrants ?—A. Yes, sir ; he had been charged and indicted.

Q. Were those indictments found before or after the election as super-

intendent ?—A. Prior, I think. I know he was charged with being a

forger, a thief, and a felon—all that sort of thing. I know the disposi-

tion on the part of the republicans to shake him off, as being unable

to carry such a weight.

Q. Notwithstanding this charge and this reputation, he was elected

State superintendent of education ?—A. Yes, sir; he was.

SLTERINTENDENT CARDOZO'S COURSE.
Q. What was his course in that office ?—A. Well, I only speak from

reputation ; it was very bad. I can speak from some knowledge of one
transaction. I am president of the board of trustees of the Normal School

of Tongaloo. I am president of the board of trustees of the State

<lepartment of that normal school. This man Cardozo, as State super-

intendent of education, was ex officio member of that board. Prior

to that, however, I would not associate with him, even officially, or in

any way. Cardozo was, as stated, a member of that board, and he was
treasurer of the board, and he drew from the State treasury the full

appropriation by the State for the maintenance of its department in

that university or normal school, and he accounted for about $2,200,

and the balance of it he has never accounted for; and the trustees

have recently instituted a suit, or ordered it to be instituted, against

Cardozo, or the sureties on Cardozo's bond, in Warren County, to

recover for his deficit in that appropriation. He drew the money from

the treasury aud paid over $2,200, and the balance he put in his pocket,

I suppose.
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Q. How much did he draw in all ?—A. Forty-fire hundred dollars, I

think, and accounted for $2,200, I think—I am not certain that I am
accurate iu the figures—and suit has lately been instituted, or ordered
to be, against him. Martin Carey is one on the bond, but says his name
is a forgery. Mrs. Williams is the other one, and her signature will

probably be invalidated, as she will undoubtedly claim that she signed
it in view of this name being upon it, relying upon it.

Q. You have stated you would not associate, ofiicially or otherwise,
with Cardozo. State your reasons for that.—A. His character is most
infamous, according to reputation.

INDICTMENTS AGAINST CARDOZO.
Q. Do you know under what indictments he rests at present ?—A.

No, sir ; I cannot say I know. I have understood there were sixteen
indictments against him.

Q. For what crimes?—A. For forging, I think, county certificates,

county warrants—embezzlement, perhaps. I am not sure as to that.

Q. Are there any indictments for his misconduct as superintendent
of education "?—A. I have not heard, or do not remember.

Q. You only know of these offenses which you have stated yourself?

—

A. Yes, sir ; I know of his defalcation in the treasury of that board of

Tongaloo University.

Q. How was he gotten out of office?—A. He was impeached by the
house of representatives of the legislature of Mississippi.

PROVISIONS OF THE SCHOOL-LAWS.
Q. And tried by the senate ?—A. No ; he resigned, I believe. I do

not think he was tried. I think he resigned under impeachment ; that
is my impression.

Q, In your school-system, what part and authority has the board of

supervisors ?—A. The board of supervisors, composed of five men, is a
county school-board of education. We started out with a county school-

board of education ; but in 1873 an act was passed abolishing the county
school-boards, and making the boards of supervisors ex officio a county
school-board of education for each county.

Q. Does that board levy a school-tax ?—A. Yes, sir ; it is allowed to

levy an additional sum for payment of teachers ; also a school-house
fund, as it is called.

Q. Are those levies discretionary with the board ?—A. They are, with-

in certain limits.

Q. Are they in the abseuse of a State appropriation for schools ; would
the board of supervisors in the respective counties be authorized to

levy taxes to carry them on ?—A. My understanding is to the extent of

the limit, which is, I think I said, two per cent.

Q. Upon what?—A. Upon the assessed valuation of property for

State purposes, two per cent—two mills, I should have said, on tbe dollar

.

Q. Under that system, the board of supervisors became a board ex

officio of education. Who composed the board iu Madison County
after the election of 1873 ?—A. Five negroes.

Q. Were any of them educated men ?—A. No, sir.

IGNORANCE OF MEMBERS OF THE SCHOOL-BOARD.
. Q. Do you know whether any of these five negroes were able to read
and write ?— A. My information is that one of them could sign his uanie

after a fashion. The capacity and information of that board must have
been very limited.

Q. And it was to that board the control of education in that county
was submitted ?—A. Yes, sir ; they levy the county taxes for education
and other purposes. The levy in our county was one or two mills, I think.
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Q. Could any one of that board calculate the rate of assessment esti-

mates upon sums of money !—A. I have no idea they could. I do not

know from personal knowledge, but from information. I do not think

there was any one of them that could make any sort of computation
;

not one of them was familiar with the simple rules of arithmetic.

IMPEACHMENT OF LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR DAVIS.

Q. You have spoken of the impeachment of Lieutenant-Governor

Davis ; when was he impeached ?—A. In 1875.

Q. What was the nature of the crimes alleged against him ?—A. It

was said the gravamen of the charge was that he accepted money for

a pardon. I think it was stated in various shapes, with different speci-

fications of the charge, that he had pardoned one Valentine or Balentine.

Q. Who was he ?—A. A citizen of Lowndes County, charged with

murder, as I heard from reports.

Q. Is Davis a white man or a colored man ?—A. A colored man.
Q. He was lieutenant-governor ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Was he elected on the same ticket with Ames !—A. Yes, sir.

NOT PERFECT AMITY BETWEEN AMES AND DAVIS.

Q. Was he generally acting in accord with Ames's administration?

—

A. Well, I have an impression, sir, that there was not perfect amity
between Ames and Davis ; but I am not able to state the grounds of diffi-

culty between them. They ran on the same ticket.

Q. Davis was tried by the senate !—A. Yes, sir ; by the State senate.

Q. AVith what result i?—A. He was convicted.

Q. He was found guilty of this charge ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Of taking bribes ?—A. Yes, sir; and by the votes of democrats
and republicans; it was a mixed vote; the majority was overwhelming.

Q. And he was removed from oflice 1—A. He resigned, after his con-

viction, I believe ; tendered his resignation after his conviction ; whether
the senate proceeded to pronounce judgment I do not recollect.

Q. The question did not arise whether he could be impeached after

removal from ofiice ?—A. No, sir ; I do not think they furnished a pre-

cedent for the Senate of the United States.

Q. What was his relation with Ames's administration?—A. I have no
knowledge except that he ran on the same ticket, and received the same
vote pretty much.

SHARKEY'S THEORY OF THE POSITION OF THE STATE.

By the Chairman :

Q. The form of government which Governor Sharkey put in motion
in 18G5, under the proclamation of President Johnson, did not provide
for negro suffrage, did it?—A. No, sir; he just took up the laws as he
found them, and undertook to cany on the State government as though
only temporarily interrupted. The theory was that it had been deflected
from the right path, and being brought back should go on in the right
way as before.

NEVER HEARD AMES CHARGED WITH DISHONESTY.

Q. I will ask you, in consequence of questions that have been put to

you, whether Governor Ames, in any way, was involved in the dishon-
esty of Cardozo or the bribery of Davis ?—A. I never heard an intima-
tion of a want of personal honesty in Ames; never heard him charged
with any personal dishonesty or connivance at it.

The Chairman. Let it be noted that by the census of the United
States for 1870 the population of Mississipi)i is 382,890 white and
444,201 colored.

\
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Jackson, Miss., June 22, 1876.

Examiuatiou of J. A. P. Campbell continued.
I was requested to examine and report as to the State legislation of

tlie last legislature in regard to schools, and I will make this report.

An examination of the legislation of the State in the year 1876, on the
subject of the provision made for the support of common schools, has
revealed the fact that the levy of " two mills for school purposes," levied

by act of 1875, was repealed, but in place of that there was devoted to

the support of schools certain United States bonds in the State treasury,
and all money coming into the State treasury on account of license to

retail vinous and spirituous liquors ; the net proceeds of all fines and
forfeitures, and proceeds of land forfeited to the State for non-payment
of taxes, which will probably aggregate much more than the levy of two
mills on the dollar of assessed valuation would have produced. The act
of 1876 further provides that if the whole amount provided by it to be
distributed for school jiurposes shall not be as much as "the whole
amount derived from a tax of two mills for the last fiscal year, then the
State treasurer is hereby authorized and required to transfer from the
general fund to the school fund a sufficient amount to make up such de-

ficiency, which shall be distributed as aforesaid."

The act of 1876 appropriates the full amount derived from a tax of two
mills for the last (preceding) fiscal year. So that whatever sum was de-

rived from the two-mill tax in the year 1875 is appropriated for support
of schools by the act of 1876, and it is probable that the amount to be
realized from licenses to retail liquors, and fines and forfeitures, and pro-

ceeds of land forfeited to the State for non-payment of taxes, will exceed
the sum derivable from a two-mill tax.

The legislation of 1876 has abolished unnecessary expenses in school-

management, and greatly reduced necessary expenses, and thus will be
considerably augmented the sum actually applied to the maintenance of
schools, which by act of 1876 are required to be maintained for at least

five months in each year, and longer, if the money shall be on hand for

that purpose. Formerly schools were required by law to be maintained
four mouths in each year. All (|1 each) poll-taxes are appropriated to

the "teacher's fund," and the supervisors of counties and mayor and al-

dermen of towns of more than two thousand inhabitants are required to

levy a tax upon the taxable property of county or town " sufficient for

school-house purposes, the superintendent's salary, and any deficit in the
teacher's fund which may arise." Therefore, it may be affirmed with
truth that better provision has been made by the legislature of 1876 for

the maintenance of schools in the several counties and towns of this

State than formerly existed ; and it may be predicted with confidence
that schools will be better maintained in future than in the past.

The statement that a tax was in former years levied by the State for

teacher's fund, and that none has been levied for 1876, without stating

what provision was made for school? as a substitute for the tax levied
in former years, is both suggestio falsi ct siippressio vcH, whether so in-

tended or not. It conveys a false impression.
My belief is that the educable children of the State will derive greater

benefit from the provision made for them by the act of 1876 thau they
did from that of former years.

THE SCHOOL-FUNDS AND ACTS RELATING THERETO.
By Mr. Cameron :

Question. What are these United States bonds in the State treasury,

which you appropriated for school purposes '?—Answer. About $57,000,
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I learned, which had been produced by the investment of some fund of

the State. The investment was made year before last, and it amounted
to about $57,000 in bonds.

By our constitution, on our last election there was required to be ac-

cumulated in the treasury a fund derivable from certain sources—for

instance, liquor-licenses, fines, perhaps, and the fund produced from the

sale of lands of the sixteenth section, and funds of various other sources

of revenue, were required to be accumulated in the treasury and placed

to the credit of the school-fund, and the legislature two years ago pro-

posed an amendment. They had thought—those who had taken any
interest in it—that the fund that had arisen from this interest amounted
to comparatively little, and that it was better to use currently the

sources of revenue instead of accumulating them in the treasury, and
they proposed an amendment, which was approved by the people.

Q. Authorizing the expenditure of the capital instead of the inter-

est ?—A. Yes, sir ; and this $57,000 was a part of that ; and the act of

1876 provides for these bonds being disposed of for present use.

Q. What amount of money was derived last year from licenses for

retailing liquor?—A. I made inquiry of the treasurer for information;

but he told me he was not able to inform me, and that information I

did not obtain. It is conjectural as to what sum it would raise. It is

known to be large, but what amount he said he could not tell. My own
opinion is that it will yield as much as $200,000.

Q. Have you any statistics to show that ?—A. I have none, except

the general knowledge I have of the probable general average of licenses

to grocers, and I know^ the number of counties in the State. The
amount of the lice"nse is not less than $300 for each license. That is

the lowest. It may be as high as a thousand dollars, determined by
the board of supervisors and municipal authorities of the town, and
ranges between $300 and $1,000, and canuot be less than $300 nor
more than $1,000 ; it depends upon the locality. In some places it is

one thing and some places another.

Q. Where have these taxes been hitherto applied, these licenses ?

—

A. They have gone into this common-school fund, and have been in-

vested in State warrants, which were accumulated and stood to the

credit of the common-school fund. The interest was appropriated
annually for the use of the schools, but since the change in the consti-

tution the fund itself is subject to the control of the legislature.

Q. Then, generally, the change in the constitution there was the

expenditure of the capital which you have mentioned, instead of its-

accumulation ?—A. Yes, sir, that is the nature of it.

Q. And the act of last winter is in accordance with the provision of

the constitution which provides for the expenditure of its capital sum ?

—A. Yes, sir.

By the Chairman :

Q. You found no tax, did you?;—A. No, sir; but there is an ample
provision made as a substitute, which I have shown.

ACTS OF THE LEGISLATURE OF 1876 AFFECTING THE SCHOOLS.

By Mr. Cameron :

Q. You stated here—I do not remember the language, but in sub-

stance—that the unnecessary expenses of the schools had been cut off,

and necessary expenses had been greatly decreased, something to that

effect !—Yes, sir; the unnecessary expenses have been cut off.

Q. What unnecessary exi)enses do you refer to as having been abol-

ished ?—A. Well, the custom was—I do not know how universal, or
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whether universal, or how extensive—to rent offices for school superin-
tendents, and make allowances for stationery, and things of that sort,

which I regarded as wholly unnecessary expenses ; and the reduction
of necessary expenses to which I allude is the great reduction in the
superintendents' salary, and things of that sort.

Q. They cut down the sui^erintendents' salaries ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. What were the salaries prior to the legislation of 1876 1—A. They
vary in amount in different counties.

Q. State, as near as you can, what they average.—A. Some of them
$500, some $1,200 or $1,300. I cannot state this. The legislation of

1876 just fixes the superintendents' salaries so that they shall be just
one-fourth of what they were before.

Q. What were they before ?—A. They average from four or five hun-
dred dollars up to fourteen or fifteen hundred, speaking from general
recollection ; but the legislature of last winter provides, in every in-

stance, that they shall be reduced to one-fourth.

Q. And they were reduced ?—A. Yes, sir.

ABOUT THE PAY OF COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS.

Q. Do you really think that where the salary of a county superin-

tendent has been reduced to $100 that a competent person can be found
to discharge the duties of the olfice °? Is it not rather a small salary ?

—

A. T do not think there is any necessity for a county superintendent at

all—no salary whatever. They have in Madison County, one of the
wealthiest counties in the State, a graduate from South Carolina or

Georgia, a man of first-rate character, and his salary is $210 ; a man of

high character, who accepted the office with the general consent of re-

publicans and democrats. I do not think there would be any difficulty

in any county in Mississippi to induce a man to devote the little atten-

tion which they generally give, which amounts to but very little. The
examination and giving certificates to teachers, approving their pay-
certificates, and things of that sort, with occasional attention to schools,

and that is very rare, comprise the principal duties of the office.

Q. Are they not required to make annual or semi-annual examinations
of schools in the county ?—A. I do not think they are ; I do not remem-
ber and cannot say about that, yet I think their chief duties consist in

the examination of school-teachers and to see that there are schools,

where there are not schools to establish schools, and have a general
supervision of the schools and employment of the teachers—things of
that sort

;
yet I think their duties are, generally, performed at their

homes. I know that Beechan had an office in the county, and I think
his duties mainly were performed there. I frequently met him, and he
had his sign up at the door of his office.

NECESSARY EXPENSES REDUCED.

Q. Then the necessary expenses which were cut off b}" the legislature

last winter were the reductions of the county superintendents' salaries

to one-fourth of what they were prior to that time?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. What other necessary expenses have been reduced ?—A. Those
were the necessary expenses that were reduced, I suppose part of the
necessary expenses, though really I am of the opinion that there is no
necessity for a county superintendent at all. I think that any officer of

the district might x>erform the duties as incident to his general duties.

Q. And the unnecessary expenses which have been cut off" are the
amounts that were approi>riated for office-rent and stationery ?—A. Yes,
sir; things of that sort. I do not know whether that was universal
but I know that it existed to some extent.
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Q. How many schools are there in Madison County ?—A, I am unable

to answer. I have no idea; no approximate estimate could I make.

Q. Can you state the number of schools in any county of the State!

—

A. No, sir.

Q. Can you state the whole number of schools in the State, or make
an approximation?—A. Iso, sir; I have no information, and the infor-

mation which I have given you was given on account of the request of

yesterday. It is a subject that I am not familiar with at all.

KEDUCTION OF TEACHERS' SALARIES.

By the Chairman :

Q. Was there any reduction made in the pay of teachers ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. To what extent ?—A. Considerable ; I am not prepared to give the

figures.

Q. Do you know what salaries were paid previous to this year ?—A. I

think the average from $40 to S80. I have an impression of that sort.

Q. Monthly salaries ?—A. From 840 to 880 per month.

Q. What reduction has been made ?—A. I have an impression, but I

do not know positively, that 840 is the pay now.

Q. For men and women equally ?—A. I do not think any distinction

is made in the law.

Q. Forty dollars is what is paid now ?—A. I think so; I am not cer-

tain of that. It is an impression that I have derived in some way. I

jmrticularly examined the matter to which my attention was directed on
yesterday. It is a subject I am not familiar with.

I find that there are some inaccuracies in my testimony delivered this

morning, which I beg to correct and have attributed to my want of

familiarity with the subject.

A reference to the law shows that salaries of county superintendents

of education are now ouQ-fifth of what they were, instead of ouefourth,

as I thought.
The minimum sum at which licenses to retail liquors may be granted

is three hundred dollars in incorporated towns of one thousand inhabit-

ants, and two hundred in the country, out of towns.

I find also that I was in error in supposing that there was any express

abolition by the legislature of 187G of any vnnecessary expenses, by
name, about schools, but I re-affirm the statement of the large reduction

of expenses. My statement that unnecessary expenses had been abol-

ished was an inadvertence arising from the idea of a general curtail-

ment of the expenses of administration, and the express abolition of

some which I thought embraced school-matters, but about which I was
mistaken.

JOnX THOMAS FKIESTLEY—MADISON COUNTY.
CHARACTER OF THE CANA'ASS.

Jackson, Miss., June 22, 1876.

John Thomas Priestley sworn and examined.

PERSONAL STATEMENT.
By Mr. Bayard :

Question. Where do you reside '?—Answer. In Madison County, in

this State.

Q. How long have you lived there ?—A. I have lived there all my life;

36 years.

Q. You were there, of course, in the fall canvass of 1875 ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. During the last canvass with which political party did you act ?

—

A. I voted with democrats.
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GOOD DEAL OF TALKING BUT NOTHING ELSE.

Q. What was the character of the cauvass as to peace and quiet
order ?—A. Well, sir, there was a good deal of talking, but nothing else,

I believe, sir,

Q. Do you know of any violence or intimidation practiced towards any
class of men during the cauvass, to prevent their voting as they de-
sired ?—A. No, sir ; I dou't think I know an instance of that kind.

Q. Were you at the polls on the day of the election ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you vote "?—A. Yes, sir ; I was one of the officers of the elec-

tion.

Q. What was the character of the election ?—A. Quiet as I ever saw.
Q. Do you know a man named P. C. Powell, a colored man, who de-

scribes himself as a preacher ?—A. I know a man named Pleasant
Powell, I believe, a colored man.

Q. He lives near Calhoun precinct?—A. I think he does, sir. I don't
know exactly where he does live.

DID NOT TAKE A BALLOT FROM THE HAND OF ANY VOTER.

Q. He said, here, that at the polls on that day you took some scratched
tickets out of the hands of the colored men and threw them on the ground,
and the clerk registered their ballots as having been cast: Have you any
knowledge of the transaction ?—A. None whatever, sir. I did not
receive the ballots from the voters. I received them from Judge Cun-
ningham. He was also an officer of election. I placed them in the box.

Q. Is that the late judge of the circuit court of your county ?—A. Yes,
sir. He received the votes from the parties, handed them to me, and I

put them in the box.

Q. Were you assisting him at the election as one of the judges?—A.
Yes, sir.

Q. Did you take the ballot from the hand of any voter at all during
that day ?—A. No, sir; not one. All the votes passed from Judge Cun-
ningham to me.

DEPOSITED EVERY VOTE HANDED HIM HY JUDGE CUNNINGHAM.

Q. Judge Cunningham was the presiding judge of the election!—A.
Yes, sir.

Q. A republican ?—A. Y"es, sir.

Q. He conducted the election ?—A. Yes, sir ; he was one of the judges.

Q. He took the ballot from the voter !—He received the ballot and
passed it to me, and I i^ut it in the box.

Q. Excuse me for asking you the question, but did you fail to put
every ballot in the box that Judge Cunningham handed you that day?

—

A. No, sir ; to the best of my belief, I did it.

Q. Did you take that day from any voter at or near the polls his
ballot, open it, and throw it on the ground?—A. No, sir, I did not.

Q. Did you do anything ofthat character at all?—A. No, sir; nothing
that I know of.

Q. Did you see this man Powell that day at the polls ?—A. I could
not say now whether I did or not. I have seen him frequently : I sup-
pose I saw him that day.

NO KNOWLEDGE OF VIOLENCE OR INTIMIDATION.

Q. Do you have any knowledge of any acts of violence or intimidation
throughout that county, either in the canvass or during the election?

—

A. No, sir, I do not. There was a good deal of talk and drum-beating,
and all that sort of thing, that frightened some of the ladies, my wife
for one; but I do not think any men were intimidated at all.
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ONLY KNOWS THAT HE HEARD DRUMS BEATINQ AT NEGRO CHURCHES.

Q. What was the character of the drum-beating?—A. There were two
clubs, one on each side of me; they met at churches.

Q. Were those meetings of negroes?—A. I suppose so.

Q. Were those churches negro churches ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Were those political meetings ?—A. I suppose they were.

Q. W^ere they held during the day or night?—A. At night, sir.

Q. How late did they run into the night ?—A. I could not answer defi-

nitely ; sometimes very late, sometimes not so late.

Q. Were they always accompanied by the beating of drums when
marching?—A. It was not at marching. They did not go by my house
marching. I could hear those drums beat at the churches.

Q. How far were the churches from your house ?—A. I suppose about
a naile and a half; they were about three miles apart. I lived about
half way between them.

Q. Were the drums beaten at the churches, or as they marched to and
fro ?—A. I think they were beaten at the churches, from the best I

could locate them.
Q. Have you any knowledge of these parties being fined for this beat-

ing of drums at night through the country by the mayor of Canton ?

—

A. No, sir; I heard something of some parties being arrested for that
I don't know what disposition was made of them. I do not even now
know that they were arested; it was all hearsay with me.

By Mr. Cameron :

Q. Can you swear that you saw this man Powell at the polls on the

last election-day at all ?—A. O, no, sir ; I could not swear, because I

could not swear definitely to but very few men.

G. E. KEMP—MADISON COUNTY.

QUIET NATURE OF THE CANTASS.

Jackson, Miss., June '22, 187G.

G. E. Kemp sworn and examined.

PERSONAL statement.
By j\Ir. Bayard :

Question. AYhere do you reside ?—Answer. In Madison County, Mis-
sissippi.

Q. In what part of Madison County ?—A. Near Calhoun Station.

Q. Did you live there last fall ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. With what party did you act during the canvass ?—A. The demo-
cratic party.

THE canvass quiet.

Q. What was the character of the canvass through the county?—A.
It seemed to be quiet. I never saw a more quiet election than we had.

We had no disturbance at all at the polls on the day of the election in

our county.

Q. During the canvass, was any intimidation used by anybody to pre-

vent any class of citizens from exercising their rights of suffrage '—A.
Not that I heard of, either on one side or the other.

KNOWS POWELL, THE COLORED PREACHER.

Q. Do you know a preacher named P. C. Powell t—A. Yes, sir.

Q. AVere you at the polls on election-day?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. For some time ?—A. Yes, sir.
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Q. Did yon see Mr. Priestley there ^—A. Yes, sir.

Q. What did Mr. Priestley do on the day of election ?—A. I think he
was an officer there that day, but I do not remember what position he
held.

Q. Was he not one of the judges ?— A. I think he was.

Q. Do you remember Judge Cunningham having presided!—A. Yes,
sir ; he was the presiding judge.

Q. When yon voted, to whom did you hand your ticket?—A. I do
not remember.

Q. Do you remember who took the ticket and who put it in the bos ?

—

A. I believe I deposited my ticket myself in the box, to the best of my
recollection.

Q. Did you see Mr. Priestley there during the day pretty much ?—A.
Yes, sir.

Q. Did you see him at any time during that* day take scratched tick-

ets from the hands of the colored men and throw them on the ground?

—

A. No, sir.

Q. Did you hear anything like that ?—A. No, sir ; I do not think any-
thing of the kind was done.

NEVER MADE ANY THREATS TO POWELL.
Q. This man Powell, when examined as a witness, stated that you

said to him that if your ticket was not elected there would not be a live

negro left in the county ?—A. No, sir ; I never in the whole course of

my life had two words of conversation with the gentleman either before

or since the election, or on election-day. I never spoke half a dozen
words to him.

NEVER MADE ANY THREATS TO ANY' ONE.

Q. Did you use that remark to anybody on that day ?—A. No, sir.

Q. Did you make any threats at all as to what would happen if you
did not carry the election ?—A. No, sir.

Q. Is there any truth whatever in his statement about your having
used such language 1—A. No, sir ; there is no truth in it.

Q. Do you know of the fining of some colored people for beating
drums at night!—A. No, sir; I do not. I don't know of any people
being fined for beating drums.

CLUB ilEETING QUIET, EXCEPT THE DRUM-BEATING.

Q. Were there many negro clubs in that county ?—A. Yes, sir ; there

was one club at Judge Cunningham's place that kept a continual beat-

ing at night that disturbed my family very much, and my wife was afraid

to stay at home part of the time.

Q. How far was it from your dwelling ?—A. About one mile and a
half.

Q. Did they parade at night?—A. Yes, sir ; they held their meetings
all at night ; but I will say for them that they did nothing but beat
their drums. It was in as quiet a way as we held our meetings, except
the drum-beating.

PERSONAL RECORD.

By the Chairman :

Q. How long have you lived in the county ?—A. I have been here
four years.

Q. Where were you from ?—A. Originally from Maryland. I moved
from Virginia here, though.

Q. When did you move from Maryland to Virginia ?—A. Since the
war ; I do not remember, though, what year.
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Q.* How long have you known Mr. Powell ?—A. Nearly ever since I

have been here. He lives within about a mile and a half of my place.

Q. Has he been a preacher there all the while since you have known
him ?—A. I cannot answer you about that.

Q. What is your business !—A. I am planting.

Q. On how large a scale are you engaged ?—A. I have quite a large

place.

Q. Is it your own ?—A. I am an agent for a gentleman from Pennsyl-

vania.
WAS AT THE POLLS ALL DAY.

By Mr. Cameron :

Q. How long did you remain at the polls?—A. I remained there

nearly the whole of the day. 1 was backward and forward. I do not

suppose I was away more than fifteen or twenty minutes.

Q. What were you doing there ?—A. They held the election in my
mill. I had the mill open.

Q. What were you doing in reference to the election ?—A. I was not

doing anything ; standing around the mill.

Q. Were you distributing tickets '?—A. ]S"o, sir ; I may have distrib-

uted one or two tickets. To my knowledge, I believe 1 did distribute

two tickets to two men from my place who wanted to vote, and I gave
them tickets.

Q. How long did you observe Powell there ?—A. He was there the

most of the day ; I think all the day. He made himself verj conspicu-

ous in a great many ways.

CHAELES BRILL—MADISON COUNTY.

INTIMIDATION.

Jackson, Miss., June 23, 1876.

Chaeles Brill sworn and examined.

By the Chairman :

personal statement.

Question. Where do you reside ?—Answer. I reside in district No. 2,

Madison County.
Q. How long-^ a time have you resided there ?—A. For three years

and a half.

Q. You are German by birth ]—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Y"ou may state whether or not, shortly before the election last fall,

you were advised by the democrats to leave the country.—A. I have.

WAS ADVISED TO LEAVE THE COUNTRY.

Q. Y'ou may state to the committee just what they said to you.—A.
Several members of the democratic-conservative party, of the demo-
cratic-conservative club, advised me to leave the country because they
thought my life would not be safe there, because plans had been made
to assassinate me because I sympathized with the republican party, and
because I would not join their club; and they consider everybody who
does not join their club and is not with them, he is on the other side

against them ; and they would be the first which would be put out of

the way.
Q. Who advised you tbatthey thought it was best for you to leave

the country ?—A. A man named Luke Williams.
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Q. Where did he live ?—A. He lived at the same place.

Q. What is your post-office ?—A. VerDon.

WHY WITNESS WAS NOT ASKED TO JOIN DEMOCRATIC CLUB.

Q. You may state whether or not you were asked to join the demo-
cratic club by anybody.—A. I have not been asked to join, because
they knew very well I would refuse.

Q. They knew very well what your political sentiments were ?—A.
They knew, and they knew I sympathized with' the republican party^

although I have not taken any active part for either party, but I very
frequently expressed my opinion in politics, so they very well knew that

I sympathized with the republican party.

PERSONAL RECORD.
By Mr. Bayard :

Q. When did you come to America?—A. In 1S70.

Q. How old were you then '?—A. I am 28 years old in Septeinber.

Q. Then you were 132 years old when yon came here !—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Where did you land?—A. In New York.
Q. When did you make declaration of intention to become a citizen ?—

-

A. I do not recollect the time, but I remember when I came over in 'New
York.

Q. When were you naturalized ?—A. I have not been naturalized at
all ; have not taken out my naturalization-papers yet.

Q. Then you have never voted yet ?—A. No, sir.

Q. And you have no right to vote yet ?—A. No, sir.

Q. What is Luke Williams 1—A. He is a farmer.

OTHERS THREATEN WITNESS.

Q. What is your occupation?—A. I am a merchant.
Q. You keep store?—A. Yes, sir; clerk and keep store.

Q. Did any one else besides Luke Williams say this to you ?—A. I

have been informed by another gentleman, by the name of Charles, that
plans for my assassination had been made by that party.

Q. Did anybody but Williams say this to you personally ?—A. He told
me directly what I said, and others told me more directly that they
would go for me, and not only for me, but for every other republican,
because they should not have any existence in that county.

Q. Did anybody but Williams ever tell you that you would be assas-
sinated ? He told you that you had better go?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Who ?—A. Kimball, for one.

Q. What did he say?—A. He said it would be good for me to leave.

Q. Who else said it to you ?—A. I do not know of anybody else who
said it to me directly.

Q. Did they say they wanted you to join their club?—A. No, sir.

Q. Did anybody ask you to do that?—A. No, sir.

By Mr. Cameron :

Q. What did Dr. Charles say to you ?—A. We were speaking one day
about certain political matters, and he told me that the party was very
much opposed to me, and he told me confidentially that there had been
plans laid to assassinate me.

By Mr. McDonald :

Q. Have you been making any political speeches through the coun-
try ?—A. No, sir; I have not.

Q. None at all ?—A. Never.
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DAVID E. JIGGETTS—MADISON COUNTY.

INTIMIDATION.

Jackson, Miss., June 23, 187G.

David E. Jiggetts sworn and examined.

PERSONAL statement.

By Mr. Ca]MEEON :

Question. Where do you live ?—Answer. Vernon, Madison County,
Mississippi.

Q. How long have you lived there !—A. I have resided there ever

since 1853. I went there in 1853.

Q. Of what State are you a native ?—A. North Carolina.

Q. How long have you lived in Mississippi !—A. Since 1853.

Q. To what political party do you belong ?—A. The republican party.

Q. Did you take any part in the recent civil war %—A. No more than
I could actually avoid.

Q. Were you in the State at that time ?—A. Yes, sir ; I will state

that I desired to leave, but my father said that if I did he would disin-

herit me, and as he had a handsome estate, I did not care to relinquish

my right to it.

A NEGROE'S HOUSE FIRED INTO.

Q. You may state whether or not, during the canvass preceding the

last election in the State, armed bands of white men traversed the

county of Madison to any extent ; and, if so, to what extent.—A. I do
not know of vay own knowledge, but I knew of a republican colored

man's house there entered at night, and fired into, and he barely escaped.

It was on account of political views, I suppose.

Q. About what time was that ?—A. A few weeks- preceding the elec-

tion.

HID OUT FROM THE WHITES.

Q. You may state whether or not any colored men were driven from
the county prior to election on account of their political views.—A. I

do not know of any that were driven. They were absent a few days,

hid out from the whites, but they returned home about the time the
compromise took place.

REPUBLICANS THREATENED.

Q. You may state whether or not the republicans were threatened.

—

A. Yes, sir; after this Clinton riot, and after the republican meeting at

Eolling Fork, the leading democratic members of the democratic club

said they would be damned if the republicans should hold any more
meetings in that county, and the white republicans did not wish to bring

about a conflict of the races.

Q. How many republican party meetings were held in the county of

Madison ?—A. I know of only one, I think, they had ; that was some
time about the time of the Clinton riot. I know that I heard that eve-

ning, and I was sent after at the meeting. There was much feeling,

and I left before it was over. I did not wish to be drawn into .it, and
anticipated a difiiculty.

Q. ho you know why no other meetings were held iu tlie county dur-

ing the canvass ?—A. On account of threats made in regard to what
would be done.

WHY THE COMPROMISE WAS MADE,

Q. What was the nature of those threats ? State generally.—A. It
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was that if the republicans had any more meetings they would be dis-

persed by violence, and the white republicans would be the men who
would suffer first, who would be the targets on the occasion.

Q. Under what circumstances was that ticket agreed upon ?—A. I

was not present at the time it was done. I know simply what the
republicans told me, to prevent any violence that might take place on
the day of election. They thought it would be better to make this com-
promise up there than to have so many innocent men murdered, or at
least so many liable to be murdered.

PERSONAL RECORD.
By Mr. Bayard :

Q. Were you a candidate at the election !—A. No, sir.

Q. Did you ever hold any office there at all ?—A. I held during the
last two years, j)revious to this, the ofilice of magistrate, justice of the
peace.

NO THREATS MADE TO WITNESS PERSONALLY.
Q. Did you ever have any threat made to you during the canvass by

anybody 'I—A. I never had any made to me personally. I heard of a
great many.

IF HE COULD KILL TWO MEN HE WOULD DIE EASILY.

Q. Were you ever present when any threat was made to any one in

regard to politics ? If so, give the name of the person who made the
threat, and the person to whom it was made.—A. I do not know. I

heard one young gentleman remark that if he could kill two men, lead-

ing republicans, he could die easily. At Madison Station that remark
was made on the evening or the next, shortly after the Clinton riot.

He made the remark, that if he could kill two men, that he was willing

to give up his life.

Q. Was that the only occasion ?—A. That is the only one I particu-

larly remember.
Q. Do you remember that young man's name?—A. Yes, sir; but I

do not care to speak of it particularly. I remember his name.
Q. He was under excitement arising from the news from this Clinton

riot ?—A. Yes, sir. I would not care to call his name. He was laboring
under a little excitement. He is of a very excitable temperament. He
is about twenty years of age.

Q. Do you know any person engaged in this assault upon this colored
man's house?—A. No, sir.

DID NOT SEE ANY ARMED BANDS.

Q. Did you ever see any of those bands of armed men riding out through
the country ?—A. No, sir ; I did not.

Q. Have you any i^ersonal knowledge of these threats having been
made against republicans as to the republican meetings, or did you state

what you stated here as rumor and hearsay only ?—A. I do not know
how to answer that question exactly. I did not say it was rumor. These
bauds, they were moving to attackiJihose they designed. I would answer,
it was more upon rumor and hearsay than upon direct knowledge.

Q. State what direct knowledge you have, and give the names, and
give the cases.—A. I say it was more upon rumor than upou any direct
knowledge.

CANNOT STATE A CASE OP HIS OV.^N KNOWLEDGE.
Q. Are you able to state a case of your own knowledge ?—A. I cannot

positively.
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Q. Do you know Judge Cunningham ? Is he a republican ?—A. Yes,
sir.

Q. Is he a gentleman of high standing '?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Of high character !—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you know Captain Eoss, the sheriff ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Is he a man of high character ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. You have confidence in him ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Are you aware that Judge Cunningham and Captain Eoss assisted

in forming the compromise ticket ?—A. I heard Captain Eoss state that
he assisted.

Q. Were you present when the compromise was formed; have you any
knowledge except from information !—A. Xo, sir.

AT THE POLLS ALL DAY AS CLEKK OF ELECTION.

Q. Did you vote the ticket yourself—the compromise !—A. All with
the exception of one or two names.

Q. How long were you at the polls on election- day ?—A. All day. I

was clerk of the election.

Q. Did you see any act of violence committed on any voter?—A. I was
in-doors. 1 saw no appearance of violence.

DEMOCKATS CAME TP IN DOUBLE FILE.

Q. Have you knowledge of any act of violence committed on the day
of election upon any voter?—A. I saw upon the day of election demo-
crats form outside, and every man came up in double file. I do not know
whether armed or not ; I suppose they were.

Q. Did you see them ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you see their arms ?—A. I did not see any arms ; I supposed
they were armed.

NO VIOLENCE.

Q. Did you see any act of violence committed by the democrats on
that day at the polls '?—A. Xo, sir.

Q. Did you witness any act of intimidation of a voter that day at the
polls?—A. 'No, sir.

ALEXANDEE WAENEE—MADISON COUNTY.

CONDUCT OF THE CANVASS.

Washington, D. C, Juh/ 15, 1876.

Alexander Warner sworn and examined.

PERSONAL STATEMENT.

By Mr. Boutwell:
"Question. Where are you now living ?—Answer. In Madison County,

Mississippi.

Q. At or near what town ?—A. At or near Canton ; my post-oflBce

address is Calhoun. 9
Q. How long have you resided there, and where did you reside before

you went there?—A. 1 resided in Connecticut. Went into the Federal
Army from Connecticut. Alter the close of the war I settled in Missis-
sippi ; bought property there in 1805—bought a plantation.

Q. Of what extent and value is the plantation?—A. The price paid
was $37,500.

Q. Do you still own it ?—A. No, sir; I sold that about four years ago.
I own a small one near bv—close to it.
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Q. Hiive you held any office in Mississippi?—A. I have, sir.

Q. What offices, and during what time ?—A. The first office to which
I was appointed was while the Army occupied Mississippi, or at least

previous to reconstruction. I was one of the board of registrars of the
county. I was president of the board of registrars. I was appointed
by General Ord secretary of state of the State of Mississippi. In the
election I was elected member of the senate. I was a member of the
State senate for six years.

Q. With which political party have you been connected I—A. The
republican party.

Q. During the year 1875 were you holding office?—A. Yes, sir; my
term as senator expired the 1st of last January.

MAJOR-GENERAL OF MtLITIA.

Q. Were you a candidate for any office?—A. I was not. I omitted to
mention another office I was appointed to. That was major-general of
the State militia.

Q. When were you appointed major-general?—A. I was appointed in
'74 or '75

; I cannot tell you just now.
Q. How long did you continue in that office?—A. Until 1 was removed

b}' the last legislature. They passed a bill removing all militia officers

of the State.

WAS NOT ORDERED ON DUTY.

Q. You may state what was done in regard to the organizing of the
militia.—A. Xow, in regard to that—so far as my being major-general

—

by virtue of that office I had nothing to do with the organizing of the
militia. It is necessary to state that what was done was done by the
direct order of the governor. I was not ordered on duty. In organiz-
ing or conducting the militia, the orders were given direct, and not
through me.

CHAIRJIAN OF THE STATE CENTRAL CO:\EVnTTEE.

Q. Were you in any way in 1875 connected with the republican or-

ganization in any official capacity ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. In what capacity ?~A. I was chairman of the republican State
executive committee.

Q. State what took place during the canvass as it came to you in
your capacity as chairman.—A. Well, it is difficult for me to state that,
from the fact that I have no letters and no letter-book with me—no
copies of any papers of any kind ; and, so far as conducting the cam-
paign is concerned, I have no documents to show. It is all from
memory.

THE CAMPAIGN OF 1875 DIFFERENT FROM ANY OTHER.

Q. Give us your best recollection of it.—A. W^ell, sir, I would say that
I had been chairman of the republican committee, I think, for four years.
I conducted four campaigns. I cannot tell the time of our State con-
vention ; I don't recollect the date—about September when the campaign
was commenced. I was satisfied it was going to be conducted in a
different manner than it had been previously. Everything indicated
that; and I felt satisfied that the will of the people could not be ex-
pressed in the State of Mississippi in the coming election without some
kind of protection.

Q. How early did you become so satisfied, and for what reasons ?—A.
I regret that I cannot give the date of our State convention. I have
nothing with me to give me dates ; but soon after the convention I be-
came satisfied that the will of the people could not be expressed at the

61 MISS
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polls ; and I will state to the committee that I came to Washington in

company with other gentlemen to see the President and the heads of

the Departments, to see what protection our people could have.

THE COMMITTEE SATISFIED THAT THERE WOULD NOT BE A FAIR
EXPRESSION OF OPINION.

Q. At what time did you come to Washington ?

—

A. About the time

of the appearance of the letter of Attorney-General Pierrepout to Gov-
ernor Ames; that will fix the date; soon after that I returned to Missis-

sippi. I gave my time, most of it, to the campaign in the State ; I was
most of the time at Jackson, at the committee-room. But there was a

feeling and spirit abroad in the State that it was evident that we were
not going to have a fair election ; that spirit was manifested there ; it

was broadcast over the State—troubles in one county, disturbances

another, riots in other places, and public meetings were broken up.

It was so continually coming to the ears of the committee that we were
satisfied that we could not do it. Xevertheless, we did the best we
could.

It was difficult to get speakers to canvass the State. In fact, we could

not do it. There were few meetings held under the auspices of the State

committee, but these were mostly on the line of railroads in the eastern

and in the northern part of the State. In each county they had to con-

duct the canvass as best they could.

A PARTY OF HORSEMEN WITH A FLAG OF TRUCE.

Q. What was the nature of the disturbance?—A. I will cte one.

They had a riot at Clinton. I didn't attend that meeting, but I feared

that they might have trouble, knowing the feeling that was in existence.

I think that night or the next night I started for Washington. There
was a large company went out right under my window—1 was boarding
in the hotel—1 should judge twenty or thirty horsemen. They went
out with a flag of truce to try and stop the indiscriminate murder of

citizens. The riot commenced on Saturday; on Sunday they were kill-

ing and shooting through the day.

Q. You say jou feared there would be a riot. What led you to fear a

riot!—A. It would be diflicult for me to tell why. There were so many
things that were transpiring, and all looked as if we were going to have
a troublesoiue campaign. A friend of mine was in my room that night,

and I was going up on the train. I told him please go down to the
telegraph-otiice and see if he could hear any news from Clinton. I

feared they were going to have trouble there. He came back and told

me that they were fighting.

BUT FEW REPUBLICAN MEETINGS TO BE ALLOWED IN THE STATE.

Q. Did that feeling come from anything you knew of the feeling of

the republicans ?—A. No, sir ; from the belief that there were going to

be few republican meetings allowed in the State.

Q. Why ?—A. Because they were not going to allow them.

Q. Who were not ?—A. The democratic party was going to prevent
the republicans holding meetings.

Q. Were the disturbances confined to a few counties, or was it exten-

sive over the State ?—A. It was extensixe ; but in some parts they had
no trouble.

THE MOST TROUBLE IN STRONG REPUBLICAN COUNTIES.

Q. What parts were those ?—A. In many of the counties in the south-

ern part of the State, some in the interior and northern. The most
trouble was in the counties where there were large republican majorities,
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Warreu County, Yazoo County, Monroe County. "Where there was a
democratic majority there was very little trouble and few complaints.

WAS NOT PRESENT AT ANY TROUBLE.

Q. Were you i^resent when there was any trouble at any time '?—A.
No, sir. I think I addressed one meeting in one county—in Yazoo
County—a short time before the riot.

Q. Where was that held f—A. In Yazoo City. A good many dem-
ocrats were on the stage while I was speaking.

AT CALHOUN ON ELECTION-DAY^

Q. Where were you on the day of the election ?—A. I was at my A'ot-

ingprecinct, in Madison County. During the campaign, I was boarding
there at the hotel—I refer to Jackson—and the night before the election,

and on, I think, the 4 o'clock train, I went up to my place. The polls

were right close to my store, within a stone's throw of it. I went up the
night before, so as to be there the day of the election.

Q. Was this at Canton ?—A. It was at Calhoun ; my store and prop-

erty is close by there.

ADVISES AGAINST THE COMPROMISE.

Q. Did anything unusual occur on the day of election at Calhoun ?

—

A. Well, sir, it will be necessary for me to go back a little to answer
that question. In my county, the republicans made their nominations
as usual, and it went on from that time, with no particular disturbance,
until, say, two weeks before the election—about ten days prior to the
election—perhaps two weeks. I had news that the republican execu-
tive committee of that county were being forced to make a compromise
with the democratic party.

DEMOCRATS NOT REEPING THEIR PEACE PLEDGES.
I complained to Governor Ames that the democrats were not keeping

their peace-pledges. I telegraphed to the chairman of the committee
to come to Jackson. He came down, and I had an interview with him
and advised against any compromise.

Q. Give the name of the chairman of the county committee.—H.
E. Smith, i)ostmaster at Canton. I telegraphed for him to come down

;

I saw him and protested against such action on the part of the party, to

compromise. It was a county in which there had not been less than
from fifteen to eighteen hundred republican majority, and up to two thou-
sand. I expressed myself as opposed to it. I left that night.

COMPROMISE EFFECTED.
In a day or two from that, I think it was the next day, the demo-

cratic and republican committees in the county met and made a com-
promise ticket ; they took off the republican for sheriff and they put
another man on there ; they took two members of the legislature,

republicans, and put two democrats, and made several other changes.
iSlearly all the committee, the next day after this happened, came

down to see the governor and myself.

I asked them in the governor's office why they made any such com-
promise. They said that they had to do it. I aske<l them if it was
through fear. They said not through fear personally, but to save blood-
shed,

Now, the only document that I have is one I happened to have
which I found in my valise. This is the address that was issued by
the republican county committee after this compromise.
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THE TERMS OF THE COMPROMISE.

[The witness bauds a document, of which the following is a copy, to

the chairman

:

TO lUK REPUBLICANS OF MADISON COUNTY.

A meeting of tbe reimblican executive committee of this county was held in Can-
ton, on October 27, to consider a proposition to run a compromise ticket in this county
at the coming election.

At this meeting some leading republicans were present and expressed their views
regarding the proposed compromise. A resolution was offered and carried with but
one dissenting vote that the republican executive committee be advised to enter into

arrangements with the democratic executive committee to run a compromise ticket.

The committee accordingly, on the same day, entered into the following agreement
with the democratic executive.committee:

It is agreed between the executive committees of the republican and democratic
parties of Madison County, Mississippi, that the county ticket of Madison County, at

the election to be held November 2, A. D. 1875, shall be composed as follows

:

For sheriff, K. J. Ross; chancery clerk, E. S. Jeffrey; circuit clerk, G. W. Anderson
;

treasurer, J. T. Boyd ; assessor, J. P. Parker ; coroner and ranger, Philip Bartley; sur-

veyor, W. C. Love ; cotton-weigher, J. J. Richards ; for the senate, F. B. Pratt ; for rep-

resentatives, David Jenkins, E. A. Stebbins, J. B. Yellowly.

For supervisors.—District No. 1, J. M. Richards; district No. 2, W. G. Kearney ; dis-

trict No. 3, L. F. Montgomery ; district No. 4, J. T. Jones ; district No. 5. Benjamin F.

Harrison.
Justices of the peace.—District No. 1, B. F. Passmore and ; district No.

2, Mark Joseph, John W. Lipscomb; district No. 3, George P. Adams, Robert E.An-
drews, W. Gart Johnson ; district No. 4, Black Brown, J. C. Pitchford ; district No. 5,

Sam. Milton, E. L. Hargon.
The democrats on their part expressly pledge themselves that all members of their

party that may be named by the sheriff shall, on election-day, attend the polls during
the whole day and act as deputy sheriffs, under the entire control and direction of the
deputy sheriii'of that precinct;' and that every person shall be allowed to vote as he
sees fit, without any molestation or interference on the part of any person. The repub-
licans pledge themselves to the same.
This arrangement was entered into by us solely in the interest of peace, to prevent

scenes of riot and bloodshed which are taking place in other counties of this State ; to

allay the then prevailing excitement, and to restore peace, harmony, and good feeling

among all classes of citizens of our community.
Prominent colored republicans from different sections of the county urgently re-

quested us to adopt this course, and expressions of gratification have poured in upon
us from all parts of the county from republicans at the plan adopted by the com-
mittee.

Messrs. Osborne and Handy, candidates for the legislature, and whose names have
been left off the ticket, were present at the meeting, and placed their claims at the dis-

posal of the committee, and are understood to fully indorse the ticket as adopted by
the committees.

Mr. White, who was our candidate for supervisor in the third district, pursues the
same course.

We regret that Mr. Tlinton, candidate for supervisor in beat No. 2, and whose name
was left off the ticket, was not present at the meeting, but we are confident the action

of the meeting will be fully indorsed by him and his friends, and we are satisfied that

candidates for justices of the peace whose names do not appear on the ticket as now
adopted, will do the same.
Our action in the premises was in the best of faith—what we believed to be for the

interest of the party and of the county.
We earnestly hope that the republicans of the county will approve our action, and

in good faith carry out our agreement on Tuesday next.

We urge upon every republican to come out and vote on Tuesday next, and poll

a full A'ote for the county ticket as agreed upon, and for the republican candidates for

Congressman, state treasurer, and district attorney.

It is of the greatest ini[»ortance that we should poll a full vote for the State, con-
gressional, and district ticket.

The democratic party is pledged to a peaceable and quiet election, and no man need
have any fear or apprehension about voting on election-day. The best citizens of Mad-
ison County promise we shall not be interfered with.

Let us have a full vote. It is the belief of the leading men of both parties in this

county that tbe arrangement thus entered into will bring about a better state of feeling

between the races than has existed for many years past, and that the most happy results

will follow.

By order republican county executive committee.
HENRY R. SMITH, Chainnan.-\
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THE COMPROMISE IN THE INTERESTS OF PEACE.

Q. Let me ask you whether this compromise was made before or after

what is called the peace arrangement between General George and Gov-
ernor Ames f—A. I cannot tell the date of that peace arrangement. It

was subsequent to the peace arrangement, I am sure. He said substan-
tially that it Mas entered into in the interests of peace. It was neces-
sary to save bloodshed. That is what he told me. They previously
ordered all republican clubs to suspend all meetings.

REPUBLICAN MEETING DISCONTINUED FOR FEAR OF TROUBLE,

Q. Do you know the reason for that order?—A. The committee told

me they could not hold republican meetings in the county. And they
ordered the drums to be put up and not to be used.

Q. For what reason could they not have meetings 1—A. Because there
was such intimidation in the county ; such threats, &g. I was not in

the county at the time, but I was informed that they were riding

around at night, firing pistols, &c. The gentleman in charge of my busi-

ness at the store told me that they were riding past there and discharg-
ing their pieces. I had men sleeping in the store to defend and protect
it ; we had cotton bales around my windows. I was not there myself

—

I was in Jackson.

A FRIEND GOES WITH WITNESS TO THE POLLS.

Q. You have stated that you arrived at Calhoun the night before the
election?—A. Yes. It was understood that I was opposed to this com-
promise. I was around my store, and took the horses and drove out
with a friend about ten or eleven o'clock on the morning of the election.

I thought I would go and vote. One of my friends asked me if I was
going to vote. I told him certainly.

Q. Who was this friend ?—A. One friend was C. P. Huntington, who
came up on the morning train. I asked him what he came up for. He
hadn't been there before. He stated that he had nothing much to do,

and that he thought he would come up.

Q. Was he a democrat or republican?—A. He is a republican, but
takes very little interest in politics. He is a friend of my family. I

suspected that there was something up from his coming there.

TELEGRAPHS TO HIS WIFE.

About nine or ten o'clock he said that I had better telegraph to my
wife. I asked him, why ? He said that you had better telegraph her
that you are all right ; and I sent a boy to the office and telegraphed
her.

I saw by the manner of the gentleman who has charge of my business
(Captain Key) that there was something up, but did not know what it

was.
I noticed they were very uneasy. I saw them several times talking

alone as if something was going wrong. They asked me if I was going
to vote, and Captain Key said that I had better not attempt to vote the
straight ticket.

GENERAL GEORGE'S TELEGRAPHIC SAFE-GUARD.
I told him that I should do it. I started with a ticket, and when near

there, goiug to the polls, a gentleman asked me if I was going to vote.
I replied that I was. He turned and went away, and a Mr. Johnson
met me. We passed the customary good morning, and he then asked
me if I had any objections, or if I would read a telegraphic dispatch
that he had. I told him certainly, if he desired it. He handed me a
dispatch. I have not the dispatch here, but I can give the idea but not
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the pliraseology of it. It was directed to Mr. JohnsoD, in care of Camp-
bell and Calhoun, lawyers, at Canton. It says, " I am informed that
Colonel Warner left this place last evening. He will probably offer to

vote to-morrow. He must not be molested." And that idea was put in

again, " that I must not be molested." I handed the dispatch back to Mr.
Johnson. The dispatch was sent by General George, chairman of the
democratic State committee.

I told him that I was much obliged, that I would vote without refer-

ence to the protection of General George or anybody else, for I had
determined to vote at all hazard. "Well," says he, "you can votenow^
and you will not be molested. You will be protected in it." I told him
that I was going to vote, whether I was protected in it or not.

As soon as I had voted I offered cigars to some gentlemen, when Mr.
Johnson approached me again and says, "I have had a couvsultatiou

with our friends, and we have decided that you must leave here im-
mediately; that you must not remain here."

INFORMED TUAT HE HAD BETTER LEAVE I3IMEDIATELY.

I told Mr. Johnson that 1 should remain as long as I pleased ; my store

was there, ray property was there, and I should not go until it was for

my interests; until my business required me to go. " Well," says he,

"that is our decision, and I was directed to inform you that you had
better leave immediately." I left on the afternoon train, and went to

Jackson to attend to my duty there.

CHARACTER OF :MR. JOHNSON.

Q. Who is ]Mr. Johnson ?—A. A citizen of Madison County.
Q. Democrat ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did he hold any place in the organization of the democratic party*

that you know of?—A. I don't know as he does in the party. I think
he was elected justice of the peace in the last election—one of the jus-

tices of the peace of the county.

Q. Who were Cajnpbell and Calhoun f—A. A law-firm in Canton.
Q. Democrats?—A. Yes, sir; one a circuit judge, and the other is on

the supreme bench.

Q. What is Johnson's standing in the democratic party?—A. I don't
know.

Q. Is be a man of good standing in the community?—A. O, yes, sir;

he IS what is regarded there as a man of good character. I think he
owns a place in the county, and he is generally considered a respectable
man.

Q. Have you been at Calhoun since?—A. Yes, sir; my store is there»

Q. When did you return after leaving that time ?—A. I am off and
on there all the time. A gentleman is in charge of my business. Some-
times I am there three times in a week, and then it will be three weeks
before I am there.

NO EXPLANATION OF THE ORDER TO LEAVE.

Q. Have you been molested since ?—A. Xo, sir.

Q. Have you had any explanation from Johnson or any one else in

regard to that order to leave !—A. Nothing whatever. I subsequently
learned that Mr. Huntington came up there because it came to the ears

of my friends in Jackson that I was to be killed on that day if I

attempted to vote. He didn't tell me at the time. I asked why he came
up. He said that he wanted to come, and didn't have much to do, and
that he thought he would come up. He learned that there was some
expectation that if I attempted to vote there was to be trouble. He had
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some protection papers with him. I weut up to discharge what I sup-

posed to be my duty, and I was going to do it.

Q. Is there anything more worth stating in regard to the election that

you think of nowf—A. No, sir; not there. In regard to the election

over the State generally, of course, this committee will get it, and what
I could tell would be hearsay.

NO MILITARY ORGANIZATION AMONG THE BLACKS.

Q. Have j'ou any knowledge of any military organization in Madison
County among the white people or the black people ?—A. I know of

no military organization among the black people. I was informed that
the democrats had a military organization ; that they were drilling in

the hall there in Canton. I have never seen the gentleman yet that has
denied it. You could hear them drilling in the hall, giving the neces-

sary orders.

Q. Military orders ?—A. Yes, sir.

OPPOSED TO THE PEACE MEASURES.

Q. Do you know whether or not they had arms ?—A. I never heard
it denied. I heard that there were arms brought there. I suppose no
gentleman will deny it. It was generally understood. I know no one
pretends to deny it. In regard to the peace policy, I wish to say that

when that was made it did not receive my approval. I was in favor of

going forward without making any compromise whatever with the de-

mocracy. That was the course I pursued and the course I advised my
friends. When the peace arrangement was made I felt it my duty to

acquiesce in it, because it was made by and through Governor AmeSo

SATISFIED THE DEMOCRATIC LEADERS COULD NOT CONTROL THEIR
PEOPLE.

I was satisfied that the parties making it in behalf of the democratic
party could not control the people. I so informed a gentleman, Mr.
Chase. I so informed Governor Ames, and we had some warm words
on the subject. I was satisfied that General George could not control

the people of the State ; that he could not carry it out, as subsequent
events proved that he could not. However good his intentions, he could

not carry it out. The agreemeut was not carried out at all.

SENT TO WASHINGTON AFTER THE CLINTON RIOT.

By Mr. McDonald :

Q. How long have you been away from Mississippi this time ?—A.
About live weeks.

Q. Do you recollect what time you left there ?—A. I think I left about
the 1st of June.

Q. How soon after the Clinton riot on Saturday did you come to

Washington ?—A. To the best of my recollection 1 left Jackson the next
Sunday. That was the next day—Sunday night.

Q. Then you know nothing about the Clinton riot except what you
heard from others ?—A. No, sir. 1 was in Jackson the day the riot

occurred. The people were running with muskets to the depot when
the train came up.

Q. But as to the riot, that is all you know personally ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. What time did you return to Jackson 1—A. At that time when I

came north ?

Q. Yes.—A. I think about—I don't think over ten days.

THE COMMITTEE APPOINTED A COMMITTEE TO WAIT ON THE PRESI-
DENT.

Q. Did you come on your own responsibility or did you come as a
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messenger for Governor Ames?—A. I didn't come as a messenger for

Governor Ames. It is necessary for me to explain. The republican
State committee in their meetings directed, by a vote, for me to appoint
a suitable committee to come here to Washington to represent aftuirs to

the administration, and to see if we could get any assistance here, or

any protection.

Q. What time was that committee appointed?—A. That was some
time i)revious to this.

Q. How long previous ?—A. I cannot say, because I have not the
date of the convention.

Q. That was before the canvass opened ?—A. It is difficult to tell

when the canvass did open.

Q. It was at the time of the organization of the committee, of the
central committee, for the purpose of conducting the canvass that they
directed you to appoint a committee to see the President and ascertain
what military aid could be depended on for the canvass !—A. No ; that
was not the vote of the committee. As near as I can recollect, it was
that the chairman of the committee should appoint a committee to

come to Washington to represent the situation to the administration.

Q. With a view to what ?—A. With a view to getting protection.

ABOUT THE DATE OF THE APPOINTMENT OF THE COMMITTEE.

Q. To do what ?—A. To see if we could get aid.

Q. AVill you state as near as you can what the resolution was, and
Avhen it was adopted 1—A. I cannot tell you when, because I have not
the date.

Q. It antedated the Clinton riots ?—A. Probably it was some time
before.

Q. Was your committee formed by a State convention held at Jack-
son?—A. Yes ; that convention cbosethe State committee.

Q. That committee organized and adopted this resolution at the time
it organized f—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Now you can give the date of your State convention and organiza-

tion of your State committee?—A. By looking at some tiles I can tell

to morrow. I think I can get some papers that will give the dates.

OBJECT OF THE COMMITTEE.

Q. Well, I would like for you to do so, in order to get the date of the
order they appointed a committee to wait on the President. I will ask
you again, did they contemplate military aid from the Administration ?

—A. So far as that is concerned it is hard to tell what the^' contemplated.
We wanted some protection. I will answer individually that that was
my desire.

Q. That was your desire?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. To secure a promise from the Administration that, if called upon,
troops would be furnished ?—A. No, sir ; my duty I considered to lay

before the Administration the situation of that State, all things consid-

ered.

Q. From your stand-point?—A. Yes, sir; of course it could not be
from any one else's.

THE COMMITTEE ONLY MADE KNOWN THE PRECISE STATE OF
AFFAIRS.

Q. To find whether the Administration from your stand-point would
be willing to send military assistance ?—A. It was not for me to dictate or

recommend to the Administration what to do. I so told the heads of the
Departments; I so told the President, that a committee had come to give
the situation of the State of Mississippi ; to tell him precisely what was
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goiDg' on down there and see what, if anything, could l3e done. I will

state some other things and some of the conversation, if necessary.

Q. I am not calling for the conversation between the President and
yourself. I do not know that it is proper to do so.

Mr. Kelly. Grant has relieved every one, so that they can speak out.

By Mr. McDonald :

Q. Well, I do not know that we need that. What other assistance
could the Administration furnish, except military aid ?—A. I thought
they ought to give us good men for oflice, and so I told General Grant.
He says, "Have you anybody to recommend?" I said, "Neither my
friends nor myself have anybod.y to recommend ; we are not here in any-
body's interest; we are here to secure a fair and honest election."

COMMITTEE WANTED GOOD OFFICERS.

Q. You commenced by recommending that he give you good officers;

were there complaints against the officers you already had there!—A.
I had never made any complaint to the Administration.

Q. Were the officers you had satisfactory ?—A. They might have been
to some, and not to others.

Q. Were they not satisfactory to you 1—A. Some of them were not, sir.

Q. Did you point out to him who wera not satisfactory?—A. I don't
think we did. The President asked about certain individuals down
there—officers. We did not go to him to ask for the removal of any one

;

we wanted to give him the situation of the State, to see what he would
advise us to do among ourselves. He asked us about the officers down
there.

Q. Did you think that a revision of the officers would be all that he
could do?—A. It was not all that I wanted him to do ; as I said before,

I place

WITNESS WANTED MILITARY PROTECTION FROM THE GOVERNMENT.
Q. I ask you if it was not your purpose to get the Administration to

furnish, if called for by you, military aid in conducting the election ?

You cau answer that, and then you may make your own explanation.

—

A. No, sir ; I will answer that in the negative. We didn't want any
military organization to conduct our election.

Q. Did you want military aid !—A. I did, I am frank to say, sir. I

always have believed that it was the duty of the Government to protect
its citizens in the discharge of a duty, and I considered it a duty of every
man to vote, and they could not vote without the protection of the Gen-
eral Government.

THE COMMITTEE.
By Mr. McMillan :

Q. Who could not!—A. The republicans.

Q. In some parts of the State ?—A. Yes, in some parts they could.

Q. Who came with you General Warner ?—A. Senator Bruce, Major
Howe, Hon. James Hill, and Captain Buchanan, who was candidate for

State treasurer on the republican State ticket, and Capt. John B. Ray-
mond.

Q. That was the committee appointed by you ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. And you came together ?—A. No, sir ; we didn't come together.
But we met here. We met in New York, where General Grant was on
his way to attend some meeting at Utica, and we saw him in New York.

THE RIOT AT YAZOO.

Q. What other riot before the election took place in Mississippi after

the Clinton riot ?—A. There was one at Yazoo.
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Q. That was the one that the sheriff, Mr. Morgan, attended ?—A. Yes,
sir.

Q. The night the meeting took place in the hall?—A. Yes, sir; I

think it was held in the court-house ; I think they were holding it in the

old court-room.

Q. How long was that meeting after the one where you had spoken
at Yazoo ?—A. I am unable to answer.

Q. Well, as near as you can ?—A. A few weeks.

Q. Your meeting preceded that at Yazoo !—A. Yes, sir; it was some
weeks after.

Q. Now, what other riot before the election ?—A. I cannot tell that

there were any that you may call riots. There was no riot in Madison
County.

Q. i will speak of that in a moment.—A. I can't tell that there was
what you call a riot there

;
generally, the campaign-speakers didn't

talk much.
Q. In how many districts of the State were there republican candi-

dates for Congress ?—A. There were six districts.

Q. Were there republican candidates for Congress in each of the six

districts ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. You had been at the head of the State central committee for four

years?—A. Three or four years.

THE SPLIT IN THE REPUBLICAN PARTY.

Q. I will ask you if there was not a great deal of division in the

republican ranks ?—A. There was some division ; not in the rank and
file, but among the leaders. Among the prominent men there was.

Q. They were divided into Ames and anti-Ames parties "?—A. That
would describe it. The party was not divided—the rank and file. There
were some leaders that didn't work in unison with the party.

Q. As you were chairman of the committee these matters came under
your notice. Will you state the names of the leading men who were
opposed to the Ames administration ?—A. Those that opposed him per-

sonally, or his administration ?

WHO OPPOSED GOVERNOR AMES.

Q. Either, sir.—A. Well, there was Capt. H. R. Pease, G. Wiley
Wells, the present member of Gongress from the northwestern district

;

George E. Harris, Dewitt Sterns—now perhaps I am doing some of the
gentlemen injustice in naming them as opposing Governor Ames. It

would be a difticult thing for me to stand in judgment over these men.
I would not want to mention men. It is generally understood that

they were opposed to Governor Ames.
Q. Senator Alcorn was also opposed to him ?—A. Well, I would not

want to say that he was opposed to him. I would prefer that Alcorn
would answer that question himself. I don't want to sit in judgment
on Alcorn.

Q. I will ask if in several of the districts there were any more than one
republican candidate for Congress ?—A. There was only one; that was
in the district of ]\Ir. Wells. When their convention was held there

was a split. Mr. Howe was nominated by the regular republican con-

vention, and Colonel Wells by a convention on the same day and in

the same town, and they both ran.

By Mr. Kelly^ :

Q. Little and Powers ?—A. I am obliged to the gentleman ; that had
passed my mind. There were two candidates in these two districts.

They run clear through the election.
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By Mr. McDonald :

Q. Were one of these a supporter of the Ames administration and
the other opposed ?—A. In Wells's district, Wells was opposed to Ames;
Howe was a friend to him. I am speaking of what the community
generally understand to be the case. I think in the other district both
Powers and Little were friendly to Ames, so far as I know. The State

convention indorsed Governor Ames.
COMPROMISE MADE THROTJGH FEAR OF BLOODSHED.

Q. This publication over the signature of Henry E. Smith, the chair-

man, concludes this way :
" It is the belief of the leading men of both

X)arties in this county that the arrangement thus entered into will bring
about a better state of feeling between the races than has existed for

many years past, and that the most happy results will follow." Did
Mr. Smith state that in substance to you in this conference between
him and you in regard to the confirmation of this compromise!

—

A. iS'o, sir; I wrote a letter to Mr. Smith protesting against that com-
l^romise.

Q. Mr. Smith did not state that to you in substance ?—A. He didn't,

sir. I addressed him in a large room full of gentlemen—" Why did you
make that compromise ; was it through fear ?"' He says, " Yes ; but no
personal fear. I am not afraid myself, but to save bloodshed. If we
didn't make it we were satisfied that there would be an immense amount
of bloodshed on election-day."

CHARACTER OF JUDGE CAMPBELL.

Q. Do you know anything of the apprehensions of leaders of the
democratic party upon the same point ?—A. I never heard that claimed
by anybody.

Q. You know Judge Campbell ?—A. I do, sir.

Q. He is a man of character and candor ?—A. I consider him so, sir.

Q. Was he not one of the gentlemen on the other side who brought
about or entered into the arrangement 1—A. I am not aware that he
was on that committee.

Q. But one of the members of the party ?—A. Yes ; but the arrange-
ment was made by the two committees.

Q. But did you not know that other x)arties were consulted on both
sides ?—A. I don't know in regard to the democratic party. It was a
matter gotten up within a few days and executed. Even the man who
was nominated for sheriff knew nothing about it until the day before.

Q. Was he not the first party applied to on the subject, aud did not
the democrats make the first advance ?

By Mr. McMillan :

Q. Was not Eoss nominated first

!

The Witness. Key was nominated first.

FURTHER DETAILS ABOUT THE COMPROMISE.

By Mr. McDonald :

Q. Do you know that the democrats made the first advances ?—A. I

tried to find out who made the first advance ; some of my friends

stated that it came from Judge Breck, that he intimated it to some
democrats. I wrote to Judge Breck, aud he denied it.

Q. Then the application was made to Eoss!—A. I think I told Mr.
Chase or Governor Ames that General George was wholly unable to
control his democratic friends, and General George showed to some
republicans that it was Judge Breck first proposed the compromise.
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I wrote to Judge Breck, and he denied and said he opposed it. I have
his letters, which I can show to the committee if necessary.

Q. Judge Cunningham is not a member of any party !—A. Xo, sir;

he was not a member of any committee.
Q. Do you not know that he was consulted by his republican

friends'?—A. I was informed that they went up there.

Q. He lived at Calhoun, did he not ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. How far is that from Canton ?—A. About seven or eight miles.

Q. I will ask you again if leading men not members of the commit-
tee did not join in consulting with the respective committees in bring-

ing about and effecting this compromise, and if Judge Cunningham on
one side and Judge Campbell on the other were not two of these par-

ties!—A. I heard that Judge Cunningham was there. 1 was not there.

Q. Were there not some twenty or thirty f—A. I don't know; I could
not be a competent witness to that.

Q. Had you seen Judge Cunningham after the compromise was
entered into until the day of the election f—A. My impression is that
Judge Cunningham came down to Jackson after this compromise was
effected. There was some eight or ten republicans came down to Jack-
son.

IT WAS TO PREVENT BLOODSHED.

Q. You think Judge Cunningham was one of them ?—A. I think
Judge Cunningham, Mr. Jeffrey, Captain Ross, Captain Key, and Mr.
Smith, chairman of the county committee, and 1 think several others.
They all came down after there was some talk about a county like

Madison making a compromise. They came down, and they admitted

—

Mr. Smith as spokesman for the party, and Mr. Pratt, too—to the ques-
tion why they made this compromise, that " it was to prevent blood-
shed."

Q. Had this publication been made then 1 [Referring to the address
of the republicans of Madison County.j^A. I don't think it had.

Q. But on this circular the date does not appear ; it simply says,
"At a meeting of the republican executive committee of this county
was held in Canton, on October 27, to consider the proposition to run a
compromise ticket in this county at the coming election," &c.—A. Those
gentlemen expressed to me that it was no use talking ; that there was
no two sides about it at the time ; they admitted before a room full of
gentlemen that they were obliged to make the compromise to save blood-
shed.

Q. l'"ou were censuring them very severely for their course !—A. I

did censure them.
Q. Y^ou wrote a letter up there protesting against it '?—A. I did, sir.

Q. Do you know whether the contents of that letter were made known
to the committee?—A. He told me that nearly all of them hud read it.

Q. So they all knew that you oi)posed the compromise ?—A. They
told me so ; I opposed it strenuously, and when he left there the day
before he agreed with me.

Q. Afterwards he—Smith—entered into it?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Now, was not that compromise carried out by both parties, so for

as you have any reason to know, fairly and fully in that county ?—A.
Now, so far as the parties were concerned, it was. There were individ-
ual instances where they did not.

Q. O, yes; individual instances; yourself, for instance?—A. Y'es,

sir.

WITNESS VOTED THE REGULAR TICKET.

Q. Y''ou voted for those on the regular ticket?—A. Y'^es, sir; I voted
for the ticket that was nominated by the republican convention.
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Q. Generally the compromiise was carried out, aud tlie ticket agreed
upon by the compromise was elected?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. By a very large majority 1—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you recollect who was inspector at Calhoun on the day of the
election ?—A. I can't tell, sir.

Q. Was not Judge Cunningham ?—A. He was one of the inspectors.
I don't know whether he was the Government inspector.

Q. He was one of the judges?—A. He had something to do with re-

ceiving of the ballots; yes, sir.

ABOUT THE ORDER FOR WITNESS TO LEAVE.

Q. How long had you known this Mr. Johnson ?—A. He had lived in

the county ever since I was there, and before, too. My acquaintance
with him is like it would be with many citizens who lived six or eight
miles from you, and on a road that you do not very often travel.

Q. You say that he approached you after you had read this dispatch

—

some time after—and said that they had been consulting your case, and
said that they had determined that you should leave there?—A. After
I voted.

Q. He knew you had voted, then ?—A. I presume so ; I went up and
voted. Everybody was looking. After I had voted, he came up.

Q. How long after you had voted ?—A. Directly after I voted.

Q. Well, who did he say he had consulted about this matter ?—A. He
said, "My friends." He said, "I have had a consultation with my
friends, and we have decided that you must leave here."

Q. How long did you remain after ?—A. I think 1 voted about eleven
o'clock—about that—and I took the evening train down to Jackson ; I

can't tell whether it was two or four o'clock, the train changed time so
frequently.

Q. You were there some time after this interview ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Were you about the polls most of the time?—A. No, sir; I was
about my store.

Q. How long did you remain about the polls that day?—A. When I

went up there, I stopped and spoke to one of the deputy sheriffs. He
says, I will go along with you. He proved to be one of the deputy sher-

iff's. I didn't know at the time. Soon after I left, Johnson met me; I

was about half-way from the polls to the store. Perhaps the polls from
my store was about two hundred feet. We had this conversation then.

I left Mr. Johnson and spoke to one or two other gentlemen, and then
went up to the polls and voted. Met Mr. Johnson again. I spoke to

him a moment or two and then went to my store.

Q. He was the only one who accosted you there that day, was he
not?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. After making this statement to you, he said nothing further that

day ?—A. Nothing at all.

Q. You were pretty well acquainted there, in that part of the county?

—

A. I am sir.

Q. Know the people generally?—A. Y'es, sir; I know them as one
living there ten or twelve years; doing a merchandising business.

WITNESS SURPRISED AT GENERAL GEORGE'S DISPATCH.

Q. Was it not on account of this known opposition to the compro-
mise that it excited this feeling, if there was any ?—A. Well, sir, it took
me somewhat by surprise. 1 will say, when Mr. Johnson showed me
that dispatch, I thought there was something up.

Q. You say that it was known that you were opposed to this compro
mise?—A. It was known to my friends, because I talked to them about it
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Q. You never expressed any ill-feeling in that county before ?—A. On
account of politics ?

Q. I mean any personal ill-feeling?—A. I would like to understand
your question, sir; whether it is connected with politics.

RAIDED AND ROBBED IN 1867.

Q. You may state in either way, if you have been menaced in any
^ay.—A. Yes, sir ; I have. I didn't wish to say this, but inasmuch as

you have asked 1 will be obliged to do so. Before I had been there six

months I was raided in my place by armed bauds. They took off one
uight twenty-eight mules of mine, fine young mules that I had just

brought' from Kentucky.
Q. That is robbery ?—A. You asked the question that brought it out.

It was some eight or nine years ago. It was known that I was an ex-

Federal officer, and that I had served in the Federal Army. I was in

New Orleans buying furniture for my house; our plantation was raided,

and those twenty-eight mules taken off".

Q. Where were tbey taken to ?—A. Up to Yazoo County.
Q. Did you find out the parties who had taken them ?—A. I recovered

eighteen of them. I would prefer not to go into that matter. It is a
matter that is passed and gone.

ON GOOD TERMS WITH THE PEOPLE EXCEPT AS TO POLITICS.

Q. On what terms were you with the people of that county up to the
day of the election i—A. VVell, sir, aside from my politics I was on good
terms with tbe people. They didn't like my politics.

Q. Well, I do not know that I do, either, but I have a very good feel-

ing for you personally.—A. Thank you, sir; I can reciprocate that
feeling. But so far as the people arc concerned, I would say I have
been in business there (merchandising) every year but one. Since I

have been there my relations with the i)eople were very pleasant; my
relations in New Orleans are exceedingly pleasant, and with the banks
in Mississipi)i ; I think I have not had a lawsuit with anybody, and my
business relations have been very i)leasant.

DEMOCRATS SUPPORTED MR. "WELLS.

By Mr. McMillan :

Q. Was there any democratic nominee for Congress in Wells's district

last fall ?—A. No, sir.

Q. Which of the candidates did the democrats generally support?

—

A. Mr. Wells.

BUT LITTLE RELATION BETEEN DEMOCRATS AND REPULICANS.

By Mr. McMillan :

Q. You have stated that your personal and business relations are very
pleasant ".—A. My business relations.

Q. How is it with your personal relations as a member of the repub-
lican party ' How are your personal relations affected there by your
politics as a member of the republican party?—A. You mean socially /

I have answered politically. There is very little social relation existing

there between republicans and democrats.

Q. Generally, i)rior to the election of 1875, what has been the usual
republican majority in Madison County '—A. Eighteen hundred.

Q. Has that been for the usual majority?—A. Yes, sir; that was what
wo calculated on. There was Holmes, Madison, and Yazoo that we
could calculate going republican by about the same majority.

DEMOCRATS PLEDGE A PEACEABLE ELECTION.

Q. 1 observe that this paper [referring to the address hereinbefore
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mentiouedj says : " That the democratic party is pledged to a i)eaceable

election, and the democrats expressly pledge themselves that all mem-
bers of their party that may be named by the sheriff shall on election-

day attend the polls during the whole day and act as deputy sheriffs,

under the entire control and direction of the deputy sheriff" of that pre-

cinct ; and that every person be allowed to vote as he sees fit, without
any molestation or interference on the part of any person."—A. The
republicans told me that the democrats had pledged themselves ; that

if they would carry out that promise they would pledge themselves to a
peaceable election on that daj'. 1 told them that I could not sanction
it, and 1 would not.

MILITARY PROTECTION NEEDED BECAUSE DEMOCRATS INTENDED TO
CARRY ELECTION AT ALL HAZARDS.

Q. I will ask you. General Warner, why you believed some aid was
necessary, and believed the military necessary to secure peace there ?

—

A. Well, the general tone of the democratic press was that they would
carry that election. They stated in their editorials that tliey would
carry it at all hazards. That was the talk among the citizens, that they
were determined to carry it at all hazards.

Q. Were there any other evidences that they would do it ?—A. The
evidences that were coming constantly that it was difficult for republi-

cans to hold any meetings. They could not hold any meetings in many
parts of the State. In some of the congressional districts—perhaps
nearly all of them—nominations were made before the State convention,
so that necessarily the campaign had commenced prior to this, and that
it was going on in such a way that we were satisfied that we could not
have a fair election. The arms of the State had been seized upon on
board of a boat, and the laws set at defiance. Arms had been seized

at Vicksburgh, taken off" of the boat, and you could do nothing about it,

and it was impossible to transport any arms or get any arms in the

State.

VILE LETTERS SENT TO WITNESS'S WIFE.

By Mr. McDonald :

Q. You say the relations between the republicans and the democrats
are not generally very intimate ?—A. Socially.

Q. No one has ever quarreled with you on account of your politics?

—

A. Well, sir, I can answer that by giving some scenes better than 1

could say whether they quarreled with me about it
;
perhaps those gen-

tlemen would say that I quarreled with them.
Q. Well, with the exception of this intimidation of Johnson, you have

never been threatened ?—A. I have been ordered to leave the State by
anonymous letters ; my wife has had letters written to her, the vilest

1 ever saw penned.
Q. Well, no person ever came to you?

—

A. Well, I could best show
that by showing the editorials of the papers, but no one came to me
aside from politics. My business relations were agreeable and pleasant
as if I were at the North.

Q. Your relations with the officials of the democratic party—General
George and others ; how are they, pleasant ?—A. General George and
myself are on good terms. We are not intimate, but we treat each
other as gentlemen should treat each other. We never have had a
word that was unpleasant.

By Mr. McMillian :

Q. After you voted you left the polls and went to your business?

—
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A. I left the immediate vicinity of the polls. They are about two hun-

dred feet from my store.

Q. You left the election-polls?—A. Yes, sir; I went to my store and
remained until the train left.

By Mr. McDonald :

Q. Your action was in no way influenced by anything he said to you !

—A. No, sir ; anything he said to me didn't influence me in the time

of leaving or in the manner of leaving.

JOPIN W. C. WATSON—MARSHALL COUNTY.

about reconstruction.
June 22, 1876.

John W. C. Watson sworn and examined.

PERSONAL record.

By Mr. McDonald :

Question. Where do you reside?—Answer. At Holly Springs, Miss.

Q. How long have you been a citizen of the State of Mississippi ?—A.

Since March, 1845.

Q. Of what State are you a native ?—A. Of Virginia.

ii. What is your profession f—A. That of a lawyer. I am now one of

the circuit judges of the State just appointed.

Q. What counties are embraced in your judicial district or circuit ?

—

A. Pontotoc, Tippah, Union, Benton, Marshall, La Fayette, Yalabusha,
and Calhoun.

Q. What official positions have you held in this State, and at what
times, beginning with your first official position ?—A. I was a member
of what was termed the Union convention, in 1852. I think it was at

the time of the passage of what were known as the "compromise" acts

of Congress. It was after 1850, and the question was, shall these

measures be sanctioned or ratified. It was in 1851 or 1852. 1 was
elected as a Union man at that time.

Q. That was the first ?—A. Yes.

Q. That was a convention called by this State?—A. Yes; a State con-

vention held in view of those compromise measures.

Q. What was the next position that you held in the State?— A. Well,
sir, I was elected to the legislature in this State in the fall of 18G2 or the

spring of 1863, during the war.

elected to the confederate senate.

Q. When did you become connected with the judiciary of the State?

—

A. Not until very recently. Perhaps I ought to state further that I was
elected to the confederate senate in 1803.

Q. Ameniber of the Confederate States senate ?—A. Yes; and con-

tinued a member of that body until the close of the war. I was elected

for a term of six years.

Q. Your first connection with the judicial offices of the State is your
present position ?—A. Yes; my commission took effect from the 12th of

May last.

Q. How extensive has been your acquaintance over the State of Mis-
sissippi ?— A. It has been very extensive with the citizens of the State
for a number of years. I have been attending the supreme court as a
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practicing lawyer; have attended many of tlie State conventions before
the war as a whig. Since the war I have acted generally with the
democrats—with the party opposed to the republican party.

WAB A WHIG.

Q. Before the war you belonged to the whig party f—A. Yes ; I was
?n elector on the Bell and Everett ticket in 1860.

Q. Since that you have acted with the democratic party ?—A. Yes.
I ought to make another statement. I was elected from my county a
member of the State convention, called in 1868, under the reconstruc-

tion laws of Congress, in January, 1868.

Q. Were you familiar with the constitution of the State framed and.

submitted to the people of the State that year, at the time General
Humphreys was a candidate for governor?—A. Quite so.

Q. That constitution was not adopted, I believe, by the popular
vote ?—A. It was rejected.

PROVISIONS OF THE REJECTED CONSTITUTION.

Q. What were its provisions as to the rights of citizenship in respect

to the races in the State? I do not desire you should go into the details

of the constitution, but rather simply to state some of its features in

reference to the political rights of the two races, so far as it protected
the political rights of the two races. What disqualification was there
in reference to any persons of the white race in this State?—A. There
was a clause in it rendering every person ineligible to office who, as a
member of the legislature, had voted for the call of the convention that

passed the ordinance of secession, or who, as a delegate to any conven-
tion, voted for or signed any ordinance of secession, or who gave volun-
tary aid, countenance, counsel, or encouragement to persons engaged in

armed hostility to the United States, or accepted or attempted to exer-

cise the function of any office, civil or military, under any authority or
pretended government, power, or constitution within the [Jnited States,

hostile or inimical thereto, except all persons who aided reconstruction

by voting for this convention, or who have continuously advocated the
assembling of this convention, and shall continuously and in good faith

advocate the acts of the same. That was very sweeping in its effects.

Q. Leaving out the latter part, in reference to the aiding in the adop-
tion of that constitution and aiding in the call of the convention, what
proportion of the white male population at that time would have been
disqualified for holding office under that constitution ?—A. Ninety -nine

one-huudredths. The exceptions are very few.

TEST OATH OF THE PROPOSED CONSTITUTION.

Q. Let me ask, in addition to that, whether there was any test-oath

by which the voters were affected ?—A. Yes, sir ; there was a clause in

the oath in accordance with the foregoing disqualifying provision. The
oath required the voters to say that " I am not disfranchised in any of

the provisions of the acts known as reconstruction acts of the Thirty-

ninth and Fortieth Congresses," and that "I admit the political and civil

equality of all men." And then there was the oath of office.

EFFECTS OF TOE TEST-OATH.

Q. Uo you remember what the disqualifying features were of the
reconstruction act in reference to voting?—A. AY ell, sir, I never re-

garded the reconstruction act as disqualifying any person after recon-
struction from voting, while it rendered a certain class of persons ineli-

gible to office in the State, but this State constitution went far beyond
the reconstruction acts as to voting and holding office.

62 MISS
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Q. Did any of the reconstruction acts of the Congress referred to, as

they stood at that time, contain what is called a " test-oath " for all per-

sons who preseuted the:nselves to vote, requiring them to take an oath
that they had not given any aid or assistance to the rebelliou ?—A. I

do not remember that was the test-oath required by the reconstruction
acts. iSTo one who had held office in the State prior to the war was eli-

gible to office. But 1 do not remember that the reconstruction acts

affected the right of voting after reconstruction. That is my recollec-

tion ; I may be mistaken,

Q. There was the official oath in addition.—A. Yes; but that was
one that had reference to the right of holding office, not to the oath of

the voter. Niuety-nine one hundredths of the white population duriug
the war would be included under that. A good many who came in

after the close of the war would not have been affected by it; immi-
grants from the Northern States.

REQUIREMENTS OF STATE CONSTITUTION.

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. I observe that by this clause of section 3 of the constitutiou there
is an oath which I suppose the elector was required to take, and it in-

cluded tlio allegation that the jjerson ottering to vote was not disfran-
chised in any of the provisions of the acts known as the reconstruction
acts of the Thirty-ninth and Fortieth Congresses. Did not that touch
the right of a very large body of men under consequent disability ?

—

A. That did rule persons who had held any office in the State before
the war, of any kind.

The Chairman. Was not that limited to those who had taken an
oath to support the Constitution of the United States ?

Mr. Bayard. Did the constitution of Mississippi require every officer

of the State to take an oath to support the Constitution of the United
States ?—A. Every officer in the State under the okl constitution had
to take an oath of office to support the Constitution of tlie United
States—one geiu'ral oath of office for all persons.
The Chairman. Did that oath include an oath to support the Con-

stitution of the United States ?—A. Yes, sir.

OATH OP ALLEOIANGE AND ITS EFFECTS.
By .Mr. Bayard :

Q. The constitution of the State of Mississippi required an oath to
support the Constitution of the United States from all its State offi-

cers?—A. Yes, sir; that is my understanding.
Q.' And therefore this whole class was included in the disfranchise-

ment and not permitted to vote for the State constitution or any electiou
thereunder ?—A. Y'es. Here is the oath of office as in the constitution
as framed by the convention ; it is more comprehensive than the oath
before stated. It says : " I will faithful and true allegiance bear to the
Constitution of the United States and the State of Mississippi, and obey
the laws thereof, and I am not disqualified from holding ottice by the
Constitution of the United States or the State of Mississippi.*' That
would reach that whole class who had given countenance or aid to the
confederate cause. It rendered them ineligible to office.

Q. With that constitutional clause, when the Mississippi electors were
privileged to vote for or against it, did it not exclude a large body of
the white voting population ''.—A. It did exclude every person who be-
fore the war held an office by which he was required to take an oath to
support the Constitution of the United States.
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The Chairman. That was regnlntecl by act of Congress.
A. By act of Congress. In the first instance, by act of Congress. A

great many I know could not vote and did not vote.

EFFECTS OF THE RECONSTRU(JTION ACTS OF CONGRESS.

Q. My object in the question was this : Tliere have been criticisms

upon a large number of the former leading men of the State of Missis-

sippi and other Southern States that when the first progress of recon-

struction began they held back stubbornly and refused to take part in

the rehabilitation of the State; and the object of the question was to

show that this holding back was involuntary on their part, and. that
under the constitutions they were called upon to ratify when they were
submitted to the States they were not permitted to take part even in

the vole to adopt or reject. What is your view on that ?—A. My recol-

lection is that a great many were disfranchised and could not vote.

The reconstruction acts of Congress prohibited all i)ersons who before

the war had taken no official oath to support the Constitution of the
United States from voting for members of the convention, or upon the
question of the ratification or rejection of the constitution.

PROVISIONS OF STATE CONSTITUTION.

Q. I observe by a clause of this constitution, section 5, article 7, on
the civil franchise, it states, " no person shall be eligible to any office of
profit or trust, civil or military, in this State, who was a member of the
legislature, voted for the call of the convention that passed the ordi-

nance of secession, or who, as delegate to any convention, voted for

or signed any ordinance of secession, or who gave voluntary aid, coun-
tenance, counsel, or encouragement to persons engaged in armed hostil-

ities to the United States, or who accepted or attempted to exercise the
functions of any office, civil or military, under any authority, or pre-

tended government, authority, power, or constitution within the United
States hostile or inimical thereto, except all persons who aided recon-

struction by voting for this convention, or who have continuously advo-
cated the assembling of this convention, and shall continuously and in

good faith advocate the acts of the same ;" did not that exclude the great
bulk of the white population of Mississippi from holding office ?—A.
That excluded them from holding office.

MEN ABOVE THE RANK OF PRIVATE COULD NOT HOLD OFFICE.

Q. '• Provided that nothing in this section except voting for or sign-

ing the ordinance of secession shall be so construed as to exclude anj^

private soldicn^ in the so called confederate army." Did or did not that
provision work to exclude the leaders, those who had been the men of
greater intelligence—who had been something above the rank of private
soldier?—A. Yes; it was intended for that, probably.

Q. Any man above the rank of private could not be elected to office

in the State of Mississippi ?—A. Under that constitution, that was so
unquestionably.

Q. When did this constitution go into force f^—A. That constitution
was rejected.

Q. When was the next constitution adopted "?—A. That was some
time in 18G9.

Q. Was that constitution denuded of these objectionable features ?

—

A. It was.

Q. Who became your first governor under it?—A. Alcorn.
Q. How long di(l he remain in office, and who succeeded him '—A.

He was elected for the term of four vears. His term commenced in
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January, 1870, I think, and lie was elected for four years, and he was
succeeded by Governor Ames.

Q. When did Ames come in ?—A. Ames was elected in the fall of

1873, and his term commenced January, 1874.

POWER OF GOVERNOR AMESi

Q. What has been the general scheme of the constitution and of leg-

islation in respect to throwing power into the hands of the executive ?

—A. Well, the scheme of the constitution, as well as the legislation un-

der it, and particularly after Ames became governor, was to concentrate

in the hands of the governor an amount of power that transcended any-
thiug that we had ever been familiar with, and I suppose not equaled
under any constitution in the laud.

EFFECT OF LEGISLATION.

Q. Was the legislation under General Ames's administration of a char-

acter to throw power into the hands of Ames as the executive of the
State?—A. It was pre-eminently so.

AMES CALLED ABOUT HIM CARPET-BAGGERS AND SCALAWAGS.

Q. What class of men did General Ames call around him in his ad-

ministration ?—A. He called around him, as a general thing, the very
worst class of what we call " carpet-baggers." Most of them were new-
comers into the State, without property, who relied upon polities as a
trade and means of livelihood.

NO KNOWLEDGE OF THE PEOPLE.

Q. Had they any knowledge of your people, of their habits and wants?
—A. Koue whatever. They came among us as strangers at the close

of the war.

Q. ^yith whom did that class of men aftiliate ?—A. A great many of

them affiliated, mostly, with the negroes.

FEELING OF THE CITIZENS TOWARD NORTHERN MEN.

Q. What was the feeling and course of action toward citizens of the
Northern States who came here as men of fair character and as good
citizens, to settle in your midst 1—A. Upon the part of most of the cit-

izens, es[)ecially of the better class, there was no indisposition to receive

them, and a great many desired them to come. And when they came
among us, as citizens engaging in some business, 1 believe any such
man was received kindly, and treated kindly.

CONDUCT OF SOME NORTHERN MEN.

A great many of them, however, came among us, as I remarked before,

and engaged in no business, but just went among negroes, the whole aim
and purpose being to gain the confidence of the negroes and alienate

them from the whites and their old masters. The}" carried this to such
an extent that some of them would visit the negroes' houses and cabins,

and meet them on terms of social equality. Some would not go so far,

but would mix up with them in politics. And the general aim of that
class was to destroy the confidence of the negroes in the whites and iu

their old masters.

NORTHERN MEN'S ADVICE TO THE NEGROES.
I have heard men of this class on the stump, in addressing crowds of

negroes, say every thing they could to exasperate the then recently

emancipated negroes against their old masters. [ have heard them lay

down this rule, "You must never follow your masters iu i)olitics
;
just

watch them, and when they take one direction you take the other, and
you will certainly be right."
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Q. Was this the current coarse of advice to this class of men ?—A.
So far as it fell under my observation, the general object was to con-

vince them that their old masters were unalterably opposed to them,
and that they must look alone to northern men for their protection.

SPLIT BETWEEN ALCORN AND AMES.

Q. Was it from the class that General Ames drew his political asso-

ciates and advisers ?—A. Yes, sir ; he very soon threw off what he re-

garded as the better class of republicans.

Q. Threw them off?—A. Yes.
Q. Was it thought that that led to the split of the Alcorn wing against

the Ames ?—A. Yes
;
perhaps I might state a fact or two there. Alcorn

came back and ran for governor against Ames.
ALCORN DENOUNCES AMES'S SUPPORTERS.

Q. W^hat year ?—A. In 1873. During that canvass Alcorn on the
stump denounced as thieves and swindlers the main supporters of Gen-
eral Ames. The speeches made by Governor Aleorn in that canvass
were the most denunciatory 1 ever heard against the leading men of the
Ames party.

AMES HAS THE CONFIDENCE OF THE NEGROES.

Q. Were there other leading members of the republican party who
took the same tone as did Alcorn, in regard to the Ames administra-
tion ?—A. In 187^, not a great many. Ames had the confidence of the
negroes, and Alcorn was not sustained by his own party, to any great
extent, in 1873.

Q. How was it later, in 1875 !—A. Alcorn's strength continued to gain
after that, and before 1875 the split was a very marked one. A great
many had become followers of Alcorn and opposed to Ames.

BI'l'TER FEELINGS BETWEEN THE FACTIONS.

Q. Was the feeling between the two wings, the Alcorn wing and the
Ames wing, as great or greater than between the republicans and dem-
ocrats ?—A. The feeling between these two wings of the republicans
was just as bitter as could have existed. In my district the opposing
candidates for Congress were Wells and Howe, and when the Wells
party had a meeting they denounced Howe as a thief and falsifier, and
applied to him every epithet they could invent, and when the Howe
party came along they would apply the same epithets to the Wells party.

Q. Who is Howe?—A. He had been a member of Congress from that
district.

Q. Who was he ?—A. A northern man.
Q. Was he on the Ames side or the other '?—A. On the Ames side

;

Wells was for Alcorn. He is our present member of Congress. The
collision between the two wings of the party had a great deal to do
toward carrying that district against the republicans.

AMES'S OFFICE-HOLDERS LOSE CONFIDENCE OF THE PUBLIC.

Q. It was charged in the public papers that the character of the
officers under Ames's administration was known to him, after which
knowledge he continued to keep these men in office and consort with
them politically?—A. Well, sir, I cannot say what was tlie knowl-
edge of Ames npon that subject, but these delinquencies and this mis-
conduct were known to the public generally, and Ames still retained
them in office and in his confidence, and the more they were abused and
exposed the closer he seemed to adhere to them. It seemed to be
rather a recommendation to him.

Q. Many of them were placed under indictment ?—A. A good many.
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Q. By the grand juries of tlieir counties?—A. Yes.

Q. The grand jury, as a rule, was under the control of the republican

party?—A. Yes.

THE UNWORTHY OFFICE-HOLDERS STILL RETAIN THE GOVERNOR'S
CONFIDENCE.

Q. After these indictments took place were the confidence and asso-

ciation of Governor Ames withdrawn from these people ?—A. As a gen-

eral rule it was not. In Northeastern Mississippi Governor Ames
appointed a man as chancellor by the name of Barton, with no intelli-

gence as a lawyer and no standing at the bar. Moreover, he was
charged with a flagrant act of forgery.

THE CASE OE CHANCELLOR BARTON.

Q. Had he been indicted ?—A. He had not ; but Governor Ames was
informed by gentlemen of high respectability, among others by our

present governor, who came from his vicinity, of the character ot this

man. Governor Ames refused to believe it, but had it been untrue and
his moral character ever so good, he was not fit for the oftice ; but

Ames was blind to the truth, aud did appoint Barton chancellor. When,
however, his appointment was before the senate for confirmation, the

judiciary committee, to which it was referred, sent out for witnesses,

and the' proof was conclusive. I had been knowing to it. The gentle-

man upon whom the forgery was committed resided in my town and
was my intimate personal friend ; but Governor Ames did not withdraw
his name until he was told by his friends that they could not possibly

get him through the senate. That was the only thing that checked
him.

Q. Did this man ever exercise the functions of chancellor ?—A. O,

yes, sir ; he held several courts.

UNQUALIFIED MEN AFPOINTED TO OFFICE.

Q. Well, what have you further in regard to tbe character of the

judiciary appointed under Ames's administration ?—A. He appointed

quite a number who were not lawyers.

(). Not members of the bar?—A. Not members of the bar when first

told they could get the appointment. lu most instances they have been

promised their commission beforehand, and they would go oft", and in a

short time get their licenses. There were several of them that had
never practiced. Dr. Cnllins, in my section of the State, was a physician,

had never read a law-book in his life, I suppose, and knew no more
about law than any other man of equal intelligence. He was a State

senator. He was i)romised the appointment, and left here, and went
home, managed to get a license, and was immediatel}' nominated and
confirmed.

HOW LICENSES TO PRACTICE LAW WERE OBTAINED.

Q. How are licenses to practice law obtained in this State!—A. The
party has to ai)pl> to the court during its session, and the law requires

applicants to be examined in open court.

Q. By whom !—A. By the judge, or committee api)ointed by the judge.

Frequently a committee is appointed, and they go off in the corner of the

house and' talk to the applicant a little about law, and then go in and re-

port favorably to the judge.

Q. Who are the judges who appoint this committee?—A. They are

either the judges of the circuit court or of the chancery court.

Q. Is the admission a mere matter of form or not '—A. More a mat-

ter of form than anything else.
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QUALIFICATIONS REQUIRED.

Q. The law requires no period of study or precediug state of prepara-
tion !—A. iSTo, sir ; not a day or an hour. •

Q. Any man may apply who chooses?—A. Yes, sir; the court is to

certify that the man is of good moral character and to his being compe-
tent.

Q. That is certified by the judge f—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Then he is admitted ?—A. \"es.

Q. That was the case of the physician who had never read law ; be
was immediately licensed and Ataes appointed him a chancellor of the
State ?—A, Yes ; and there were several other similar cases.

Q. As to the general character of the men appointed chancellors,

were they as a rule men learned iu tlie law ?—A. They were incompe-
tent as a general rule and wholly unfit for the places they were to fill.

JURISDICTION OF CHANCELLORS.

Q. What is the jurisdiction of these chancellors ?—A. They have
full common-law chancery jurisdiction ; it is jast as comprehensive as

that of any chancery court known to the common law.

Q. They are courts of general jurisdiction ?—A. General jurisdiction.

Q. Any limitations upon the amount !—A. Nothing.
Q. They have general equitable cognizance f—A. Yes.

Q. Did their writs run throughout the State "?—A. Yes ; of course
there must be some circumstance giving jurisdiction to the particular

court in which the suit is brought, but the suit being properly brought,
the process goes throughout the State.

Q. Their processes of injunction extend to all causes in the district*?

—

A. Yes.
ALCORN APPOINTED CIRCUIT JUDGES.

Q. What was the character of his appointment as to the circuit judges ?

—A. He appointed no circuit judges; they had been appointed by Alcorn
for six years. The chancellors under the constitution hold for four
years, and it ^ns during Ames's aumiuistration that t.h ^ terms of the
chancellors expired ; therefore, he had to appoint the chancellors.

Q. They were all appointed by him ?—A. Yes.

CHARACTER OF ALCORN'S APPOINTEES.

Q. What is the character of the circuit-court judiciary who were
appointed by Governor Alcorn ?—A. Alcorn's appointments were by no
means what they should have been, though somewhat better than those
of Ames.

Q. It was deficient in many respects, however?—A. Mr. Cunningham
was one of the circuit judges. While I do not think he ever practiced
law at all, he was a man, perhaps, of more intelligence than many
others in an.)ther circuit. A man by the name of Alderson, who had
no qualifications for the bench, was circuit judge, and there were others
placed on the circuit-court bench who had done very little at the prac-
tice, and who were incompetent.

Q. Were they or not of that standing at the bar from which chancel-
lors or competent judges should have been selected ?—A. They did not
have that standing at the bar which fitted them for the bench.

Q. Were there among Alcorn's a[)poiutments such egregious cases of

unfitness as you have mentioned among the api)ointments of Ames I

—

A. I do not know that there were, and some of them were very effi-

cient men.
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ABOUT REaiSTRARS OF ELECTION.

Q. What power was exercised indirectly over the appointment of reg-

istrars of ejection, by having the appointment both of the chancellors

and the circuit judges ?—A, The registrars under the first law were
appointed by the president of the board of police, the chancery clerk,

and the sheriff of the county.

Q. Were they elective officers ?—A. Yes.

LAW PROVIDING FOR THE APPOINTMENT OF REGISTRARS CHANGED.
By Mr. McDonald :

Q. What time was the change made ?—A. By a law passed early in

1873, the circuit judge and the chancellor and the sheriff of each county
were required to appoint registrars. That change had the effect of

making a majority of the board, in every case, republicans, because the
chancellor and circuit judges were the appointees of the governor, and
were all republicans. That gave them a majority of registrars in every
county in the State.

POWERS OF THE GOVERNOR AS TO REMOVAL OR SUSPENSION.

Q. What is the power of the governor over the judges as to removal
or suspension ?—A. When they have been appointed and confirmed by
the senate, he has no power of removal, though he did undertake to

retain that power in this way. He should have appointed all these
chancellors during the winter of 1873-'74. The constitution made it

his duty to appoint them in anticipation of the vacancy, by expiration
of their term of office, so that it would be by and with the advice and
consent of the senate. But he omitted to do it in every case, and
waited until the legislature had adjourned, and the vacancies actu-

ally occurred then, in the recess of the legislature. He appointed and
removed them as he pleased until confirmed. That gave him complete
power.

Q. And that gave the governor the control of these judicial officers,

and they in turn had the control of registrars of election throughout
the State. Don't these registrars have power to appoint the judges of
election throughout the State ?—A. Yes, sir.

CASE OF chancellor DRENNON.
Q. There was a case stated in the county of Yazoo in which a chan-

cellor by the name of Drennon was removed by Governor Ames, and
that removal was in part attributed to the refusal of Drennon to grant
a writ habeas corpus of or to discharge upon the hearing, a man named
Morgan, the sheriff" of the county, who was under a charge of murder.—
A. The facts of the case are these. Powers, who was lieutenant-gov-
ernor, had become acting governor after Alcorn went to the Senate in

1873. He had ap[)ointed Drennon chancellor. The first chancellor of
the district had died. Powers went out of office the 1st of January,
1874, and Ames came in. This man Morgan, in some altercation about
the office of sheriff' of the county, killed the old sheriff", in January, 1871.

Morgan was then arrested and (committed to jail, and he applied for

writ of habeas corpus, that he might be bailed. Drennon heard the
case, and refused him bail.

PROVISIONS OF THE STATUTE REGARDING C()MMIT3IENTS.

Q. Was not the ruling in view of the fact that trial had been had
before a justice of the peace and bail had been refused ?—A. Yes; that
is the regular course. Parties accused of crime never go to a circuit

judge or a chiincellor unless the justice of the i)eace has refused bail.

This case had taken this course. He was examined by a justice of the
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peace and committed to jail, bail beiug denied him, and then he applied
for bail to Chancellor Drennon, who was chancellor of the district.

The case was heard and bail refused. A very short time, a day or two
afterward, Drennon received a notice from Ames that he was removed
as chancellor. The attorneys of Morgan had not taken a bill of excep-
tions to the ruling- of the court in refusing bail, and so this judgment of
refusal w'as final. In that condition of things here is a law that was
passed by the legislature.

THE PKOVISIONS OF THE REVISED CODE REaARDING HABEAS CORPUS.

Q. In what year?—A. Just shortly after March, 1874, alter Drennon
had refused bail, the legislature then passed tliis law: "That the said
section 1418, of the Eevised Code of 1871, be, and the same is hereby,
amended by adding to, and at the close thereof, the words following, to

wit : Provided, hotcever, That in all cases in which a party has been, or

may hereafter be, committed to jail without the privilege of bail, and
from inattention or neglect, or the testimony adduced on his trial was
not during his trial reduced to writing, and no bills of exception were
signed by the court or magistrate hearing application, or where from
any cause such parties are unable to prosecute on appeal from the judg-
ment or order committing him, to the supreme court of this case, the
judgment rendered against him shall not be conclusive, and he shall be
entitled to prosecute another writ of habeas corpus in accordance with
the provision of this act, as if no former writ had been sued out." Ap-
proved March 2, 1874. This act is on page 22, chapter ii, of acts of
1874.

MORGAN BAILED.

After Drennon had been removed, he not having been confirmed
by the senate. Governor Ames appointed another chancellor, to whom
an application by Morgan for bail was immediately made, and Morgan
was bailed.

Q. He allowed him bail ?—A. Yes ', and that was the last of the case.

The grand jury, being republican, found no true bill.

Q. Who was appointed judge?—A. Thomas Walton, the present
district attorney of the United States.

Q. Was it understood then that this man Morgan was a political

Ijartisan of Ames !—A. Yes ; extreme, intense.

morgan's CHARACTER,
<qj. What was his general character there?—A. I had no personal

knowledge about him. His reputation was very bad ; with democrats
and conservatives he stood very low.

Q. The offense was murder with which he was charged?—A. Yes.

Q. Do you understand that Chancellor Drennon was removed by the
governor for refusing to grant Morgan bail?—A. He did not say that
was the cause. He said about this :

" You are hereby suspended irom
your office as chancellor."

Q. It was summary?—A. Yes.

Q. Immediately on the heel of this transaction?—A. Yes, I think by
telegraph. It was very summary and immediate. I think I have seen
the telegram published. It was very summary, and immediately after

the action refusing bail.

WANT OF CONFIDENCE IN THE JUDICIARY.

(^). State generally what the feeling among the people of Mississippi,

tax-payers and property-owners of the State, was, by reason of this

system of judicial appointment?—A. There was a great want of confi-

dence in the judiciary. It was known, at least to the lawyers, that a
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great many of them were wboUy incompetent, and many questioned

really their honesty.
CASES IN POINT.

I will state a circumstance or two that came under my observation.

Some time in the fall of 1874, 1 was called upon by a republican, in my
county, to file a bill for him : he stated the case to me, and I told him I

did not think he had a good case. He wanted to obtain an injunction

against certain other parties, and liis bill was written out, and my name
afterward was put to it, but I did not authorize it.

"

CASE OF NABERS.

By the Chairman :

Q. Who was the complainant ?—A. B. D. Nabers. He is a republican,

living at Holly Springs. The legislature had i)assed a law in 1874 which
required the chancery and circuit judges in the district to designate a

ue\^spal)er in which all legal advertisements should be made. That
was the law in 1874. Xabers said that he had written to Ames after

his election and told him that hv wanted to get the printing in his dis-

trict, and that he wanted him to require the num whom he should ap-

point to pledge himself in advance to give Nabers the printing.

Q. Who was the official who had the right to name the printer?—A.
The circuit judges and chancellors. I will read the letter of Nabers to

Ames, and Ames's reply, which is in their own handwriting.

[See Exhibits A and B herewith.]

There were two old papers m the county, of extensive circulation, and
Nabers did noi have a type nor an office ; he was a(;cordingly ai)pointed.

And as to his paper, I do not sui)i)ose ho had, when appointed, any sub-

scription-list. His papt-r he had [)rinted at one of the old offices in

Holly Springs.

LEGAL NOTICES TO BE PUBLISHED IN NABER'S PAPER.

Q. Were the notices of all executors and administrators to be pub-

lished in that newspaper ?—A. Yes; also sheriffs' sales of lands, and
all other notices required by law to be published had to be published

for all the counties in the district in this official organ. There were four

counties in the chancery district. Publication in this pai)er was no
notice at all in many cases, and where I had important sales 1 would
put the notices in one of the town papers.

' NABER'S INJUNCTION.

Q. An extra expense to your client ?—A. Yes. After Xabers bad
been publishing his paper a few months there was a falling-out between
him ami some other radicals, and they undertook to remove him as ed-

itor of the paper and give it to sonu'body else, and it was to enjoin these

parties from interfering with him in his newspaper that he applied for

this injunction.

THE PARTIES.

Q. Against whom did the injunction proceed?—A. Against George
M. Buchanan, who was sheriff; N. G. Gill, a leading republican of the

county; James Hill, a colored man, secretary of state; E. 1*. Hatch, col-

lector internal revenue ; J. H. Pierce, marshal of the northern district of

the State; L. \'. Reynolds, a colored man, who has since fled the county on
account of some crime; John A. ^lahan, Robert Cunningham, a colored

man, and L. Abbott, tlie chancellor. These are the defendants.

Q. Have you a copy of the order for the injunction ?—A. I think it is

here. The injunction was granted by J. Tarbell, one of the supreme-
court judges. 1 will submit the paper, that a copy may be made of such

part as may be necessary to an understanding of the case:
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COPY OF INJUNCTION.

The State of Mississippi, 2IarshaJl County, ss

:

Chanceky Court, January Term, 1875.

To the honorable L. C. Abbott, chancellor ninth district, sitting at Holly Springs, in

the county of Marshall, and sole presiding therein.

B. D. Nabers, a citizen of Marshall County, com-~i
plainant,

|

vs.
I

George M. Buchanan, N. G. Gill, James Hill, E. P.
|

Hatch, J. H. Pierce, L. H. Reynolds, John A. Mahan, Rob- }

ert Cunningham, and L. C. Altbott, citizens of Marshall
|

County, with the exception of J. H. Pierce, who is a citi-
|

zen of La Fayette Couiitj', and James Hill, who resides in
|

Jackson, said State, defendants. J

Complainant respectfully shows unto the honorable court as follows : That on the
3d day of April, 1874, an act of the legislature of the State was approved, entitled "An
act entitled 'An act to regulate legal advertising in the several jmlicial districts of
Mississippi, and for other purposes,' " by which law it was made the duty of the chan-
cellor holding court in any judicial district in this State, or a majority, should more
than one chancellor hold court in such judicial district, to appoint one or more news-
papers in such judicial district, in which paper or papers shall be published all adver-
tisements or other matter required bylaw to be published ; and the said law also con-
ferred upon the governor, upon the recommendation of the chancellor or chancellors
making the appointment, or his or their successors in office, the power to revoke such
appointment, for good and sufficient cause to revoke such appointment, upon the rec-

ommendation of the chancellor or chancellors making the same. Knowing that a chan-
cellor for this district, embracing the counties of Benton, Marshall, La Fayette, and
Yalabusha, was to be appointed by the governor in a short time after the passage of
said law, complainant on or about the 7th day of April, A. D. 1874, addressed a letter to

Governor Adelbert Ames, then and now governor of the State, stating to him that he,
complainant, wished to start a newspaper in Holly Springs, Miss., to sustain the State
and national administrations of the republican party ; but before doing so he wished to

ask, if consistent with the governor's views of propriety, that he would require of his

appointees in this district, before appointment, that thej" would designate complainant's
paper to do the official printing for said district.

The foregoing may not be the literal terms of said letter, but it is the substance
thereof, as now recollected by complainant. A copy of said letter, to the best of com-
plainant's recollection, is herewith filed, marked " Exhibit A," and prayed to be taken as
a part of this bill. Complainant preserved no copy of said letter, and is therefore un-,

able at this time to give an exact or literal copy of the same.
In a few days after complainant forwarded the said letter to the governor at Jackson,

Miss., by mail, he received from him a reply, dated April 10, 1874, which, after ac-
knowledging the receipt of complainant's letter having reference to the district print-
ing, he said, " I will gladly co-operate with you in the enterprise of which you speak."
The said original letter of Governor Ames is herewith filed, marked " Exhibit B," and
prayed to be taken as a part of this bill.

Some time after the receipt of said letter, complainant had a per.sonal interview with
the said Ames at the depot at Holly Springs, Miss., when he recognized his said prom-
ise to give to complainant the public printing as aforesaid, and stated, in reference to
the recent establishment of another republican pappr in the district, that he " hoi)ed
said newspaper would not interfere with complainant." Complainant also had other
assurances to the same eftect from the said governor.

After this the defendant, L. C. Abbott, was appointed chancellor of this the ninth
chancery district, and the said Abbott frequently sjioke to complainant about the pub-
lic printing of the district, and always received from him assurances that complainant's
contemplated paper should be appointed the official organ of his district; and in July
last, as complainant now recollects, the said Abbott being in Oxford, Miss., conTplain-
ant addressed a note to him in regard to the said public printing, towhich was received
from the said Abbott an answer in which complainant was assured that it was under-
stood, as a matter of course, that the chancery-court printing of the said counties of
Marshall, La Fayette, and Yallabusha wi!l go into the Tribune, which was the name
of complainant's paper; in said letter the said Abbott also stated to complainant that
if he would write out the proper notice to the secretary of state, he, the said Abbott,
would forward it as soon as received, &c. Tiie said original letter from the said Ab-
bott, in pencil, is herewith filed, marked "Exhibit C," and i>rayed to be taken as a
part of this bill. Complainant would furtLer show thai the said Abbott did designate
through the secretary of state to the governor that lis said paper, the Tribune, had
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been appointed by the said Abbott, chancellor, &c., the official organ for the said three

counties, Marshall, La Fayette, and Yallabusha ; in so designating the said Tribune,

complainant was named as editor thereof. And in the said appointment Hon. P. P.

Bailey, chancellor of the district that embraced one or more counties of the circuit-

court district of which the counties aforesaid formed a part, fully concurred.

After the said matters were all arranged and understood, the defendants, George M.
Buchanan, N. G. Gill, James Hill, J. H. Pierce, and E. P. Hatch made an arrangement

by which John Calhoon, of Holly Springs, Miss., was to publish the said Tribune, and
furnish five hundred copies of it weekly, in consideration that he, the said Calhoon,

should receive the pay for all official printing done in the paper and the proceeds of

all subscriptions to the said paper above the said five hundred copies, and complainant

on his part was to receive the subscriptions paid on the said five hundred copies, and
also the sum of .'jl,000 per annivm,in monthly instalments, to be paid by the said Cal-

hoon, in consideration of his services as editor, and a contract as to the said compensa-

tion to complainant for the term of one year was made and concluded between com-
plainant and the said Buchanan, Gill, Hill, Pierce, and Hatch.

Accordingly the publication of the said paper, the Tribune, was commenced in Holly

Springs on the llth day of July last, and it has been published weekly since that time,

and is now in the process of regular publication, and the said Calhoon has regularly

paid to complainant his monthly installment of eighty-thiee dollars thirty-three and
one-third cents, that being one-twelfth of the one thousand dollars. Complainant's

name has always appeared as theeditor of said paper, and many subscribers have been
obtained thereto by complainant, who would not have taken said paper but for the

relation of complainant to it. That complainant was recognized as the sole editor of

said paper is shown by a written statement to that etteot, of the date of July 2."i, 1874,

signed by .1. H. Pierce^ and indorsed by E. P. Hatch and George M. Buchanan. A copy
of said p!ii)er is herewith filed, marked " Exhibit D," and prayed to be taken a part of

bill ; the original of said paper, if within the reach of said complainant, will be filed

on the hearing. Complainant would further show that he established and assumed
the edit()rshi[) of said paper for the purpose of presenting to the public his own views
upon matters of ])ublic interest, and on the faith of the i)rofits expected to accrue from
it and promised to him, lie has assumed liabilities and made contracts which he will

be unable to numt should he be deprived of said i)rofits or his said salary.

Complainant would show that he has been informed, and upon information states the

fact to be, that the said Buchanan, Gill, and Hill have undertaken to disconnect them-
selves from said paper, and to transfer their so-called interest in and control over said

paper to the defindants, L. H. Reynolds, John A. Mahan, and Robert Cunningham, in

connection with the said Pierce and Hatch, and on the *.)th day of November, 1874,

complainant was served with a notice by which he was informctl that the Mississippi

Tribune Company had elected L. H. Reynolds business manager for the said company,
with authority to employ an editor, which notice is signed by Robert Cunningham,
.secretary Tribune Company. Said original notice is herewith filed, marked " Exhibit

E," and prayed to be tak^n as a part of this bill.

Complainant avers and charges the fact to be that neither one of the defendants

hereto has advanced any money or consideration whattner for the establishment or

purposes of said newspaper, and he is informed and avers that they have no right to

intt-rfere with him as the editor of the .same ; he, moreover, denies that the said Rey-
nolds, Mahan, or Cunningham are any wise connected with the said paper, or have
any right whatever to interfere with complainant as editor thereof or with his rights

in the premises ; nevertheless, as complainant has been informed and charges the fact

to be, they, together with the said Pierce and Hatch, claim to constitute a company
called the Mi.ssissippi Tribune Company, which they say is the proprietor of the said

paper, anil as such has the right to take it out of the hands of complainant and dis-

miss him as editor ; and this they are now seeking and conspiring to do. And com-
plainant believes and charges that without the interposition of a court of equity he
will be subjected to irreparable injury in the premises by the actings and doings of the

said defendants. The said Reynolds called on the 9th instant at the pnblishing house
of the said paper in Holly Springs, Miss., and in the absence of the said Calhoon stated

to the foreman of the office that complainant no longer had any connection with .said

pa[)er, an<l that he. the said Reynolds, was now the editor ot it, or words to this eftect,

and the said parties threatened to assume exclusive control of said jiaper, and to deny
to complainant the right to receive anything in any way from it or as the proceeds

thereof. All of which actings and doings complainant charges are contrary to equity

and good faith, and in derogation of his rights. The said parties also deny that it is

the right of complainant to contribute to the said paper as editor or otherwise.

And now, as complainant is without remedy in the premises at c(unnion law, and
relievable only in a court of equity, he prays that the pcr.sons hereinbefore named
may be made parties defendant to this bill, and be re([uire(l to answer it fully on oath;

that they and each one of them, be enjoined from, in any way or to any extent, from in-

terfering with the publication of the said paper called the Mississippi Tribune, or with
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complainaut as the editor thereof, or from obstructiug the complaiuant iu the receipt
from the said Calhoou of the said sum of $1,000 as compensation for his services as
editor of said paper for the year, and from also receiving all subscriptions paid by the
said five hundred subscribers, or that your honor will grant unto complainant such
other or further or general relief as to equity may seem right and just, and as the cir-

cumstances of the case may authorize or require ; and may all proper process issue,

and all proper orders be made, &c.
G. WILEY WELLS,

Solicitor.

State of Mississippi, Marshall County, ss

:

B. D. Nabers complainant in the foregoing bill, this day personally appeared before
the undersigned, and made oath in due form that the matters set forth in the said bill

as of his own knowledge are true, and those matters stated upon the information of
others he believes to be true.

B. D. NABERS.

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 9th day of November, 1874.

[SEAL.] B. W. LEE,
Justice of the Peace.

State of Mississippi, JacAso/i, Hinds County:
Supreme Court Room.

To iut Chancery Clerk of Marshall County :

You will issue a writ of injunction in accordance with the prayer of the foregoing
bill, upon complainant's entering into bonds conditioned according to law, in a penalty
of ten hundred dollars, wdth sufficient security, to be approved of by said clerk.

Witness my hand and seal this 10th day of November, A. D. 1874, at Jackson, Hinds
County, Miss.

[SEAL.] J. TARBELL,
Suj}rnne Court Judge.

Exhibit A,

Holly Springs, Miss., Ajiril 9, 1874.

Sir : I wish to start a newspaper at this place to sustain the State and National ad-
ministrations of the republican party. Before doing so, however, I have to ask, if con-
sistent with your views of propriety, that you require of your appointees iu this district

that they will designate my paper to do the official printing for this district.

I am, very respectfully, yours,

B. D. NABERS.
His excellency Governor Ames,

Jackson, Miss.

Exhibit B.

State of Mississippi, Executive Department,
Jackson, Miss., April 10, 1874.

Dear Sir : Your favor having reference to the district printing is received and con-
tents duly noted. I will gladly co-operate with you iu the enterprise of which you
speak.

Very respectfully,

ADELBERT AMES,
* Governor.

B. D. Nabers, Esq.,

Holly Springs, Miss,

Exhibit C.

Dear Sir : Your note received. In reply I have to say it is understood, as a matter
of course, that the chancery-court printing in Marshall, La Fayette, and Yalabusha
Counties will go into the Tribune. If you will write out the proper notice to the sec-

retary of state, I will forward it as soou as received. You can send it to me at Oxford.
Captain Gill is fully posted as to what the understanding is.

I understand Judge Begil will put his printing with the Grenada paper to be started

by Price & Co.
I will be up from Oxford the last of the week.

Hastily,
ABBOTT.

Colonel Nabers.
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Exhibit D.

Oxford, July 25, 1874.

The editor of the Mississippi Tribune being personally responsible for whatever mat
ter is published in its columns, it is my desire that while Colonel Nabers retains the

editorial position be shall be sole judge of the character of all written matter presented

for publication, provided that all matter of advertisement nature shall not be included.

J. H. PIERCE.

i indorse the foregoing as my eentiment.
E. P. HATCH.
GEO. M. BUCHANAN.

Exhihit E.

Holly Springs, Miss., Octoher 28, 1874.

Sir: I am directed by the Mississippi Tribune Company to inform yon that L. H.

Reynolds has been elected business-manager for the company, with authority to employ
au editor.

Verv respcctfuUv,
ROBT. CUNNINGHAM,

Secretary Tribune Conqyany.

Colonel B. D. Nabers,
Holly Springs, Miss.

After Nabers bad been promised the printing by Governor Ames, and
before-tlie paper was started, he addressed a note to Abbott, who had
just been appointed chancellor; and here is the reply, in Abbott's own
handwriting.

[See Exhibit above.]

CAPTAIN GILL.

Q. Who is Captain Gill ?—A. He was one of the republicans of Mar-
shall County, a leading white republican ; a man who manipulated the

negroes and controlled them all. He is a white man, but goes out

among the negroes, sleeps in their cabins with them, invites them to

his own house, sits at his own table with them, and gives them his best

beds and rooms, and treats them as social equals.

Q. The foregoing is the original letter of this chancellor ?—A. Yes.

Q. And he recognizes the bargain and promises to carry it out ?—A.
Yes.

Q. What was his name ?—A. L. C. Abbott.

Q. Were the rates that were charged for this printing fixed by law,

or how were they fixed ?—A. By law. They were never too high.

Q. They were reasonable ?—A. Yes.

Q. There was a fair profit upon them ?—A. Yes.
The Chairman. I was going to ask if the judge was a printer ?

A. I am the half-owner of a paper, and have had a good deal to do
with one.

The matter of the compensation of the printer came up again in

1875, when the rates were cut down so low as to destroy the papers, I

understood some democrats got the bill through just at the close of the

session, without its being noticed.

LEGAL PRINTING PROFITABLE.

Q. The official notices of the administrators and executors were pub-
lished in this |)aper «—A. Yes.

Q. All sheriif's notices 1—A. Yes. The law required that the entire

proceeding of the boards of supervisors should be spread out in extenso

and published. These boards held their meetings frequently, sometimes
every month, and publishing their proceedings was profitable.
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PEOPLE LOSE CONFIDENCE IN MANY OF THE JIJDaES.

Q. You have read these papers in illustration of this interference of
the executive with the judicial body. I will ask you what was the effect

upon the popular mind in the State produced by this demoralized con-

dition of the judicial branch?—A. The citizens lost contidence in many
of the judges and in the governor, and the State government was
brought greatly into coutem[>t. I ought, perhaps, to go so far as to say
here that 1 never doubted the integrity of the three judges appointed by
Alcorn on the supreme bench. 1 never had occasion to doubt their integ-

rit3^ Peyton and Semival were very good lawyers; the former, however,
inefficient from age and ill-health. Tarbell, though a person of educa-
tion and culture, when appointed was not much of a lawyer. He
improved very much, however.

JURISDICTION OF CHANCERY COURTS.

Q. Before whom was what is called the orphans' court business con-

ducted ?—A. The chancery court.

Q. And the estates of minors ?—A. Yes.

Q. And the dower of widows'?—A. Yes.

Q. And the partitions of estates f—A. Yes.

Q. And the conduct of that business is largely ex parte here as else-

where ?—A. A great <1eal of it.

Q. It rests in the discretion of the judge mostly f—A. Very much.
Q. So that an incompetent or corrupt man could do enormous in-

jury f—A. Yes, incalculable mischief. In my judgment, the greatest evil

that can overtake a people is an incompetent or (iorrupt judiciary.

Q. I will ask you whether it was the belief of the people of Mississippi,

of the owners of property in that State, that such was the character of

the judiciary that Mr. Ames had furnished.—A. Ames's appointees were
wanting in public confidence very greatly.

Q. Have you any knowledge of the course pursued by Mr. Ames as

to bringing the two races into amity and good understanding with
each other, or contrary !—A. I have no personal knowledge upon that
subject, but from his public acts.

WITNESS KNOWS OF NO CONCILIATING ACT ON THE PART OF GOVERNOR
AMES.

Q. I refer to them and their consequences.—A. I never knew an act
upon his part that seemed to be intended or was calculated to bring
about harmony and good feeling between the whites and blacks. Every-
thing was intended, I think, to alienate the races and to consolidate the
colored vote in his favor. We have passed from the matter, but I spoke
of the tendency of the legislation under Ames to concentrate power in

his hands.
PAY OF TAX-COLLECTOR.

Q. In the executive hands ?—A. Yes; the office of tax-collector was
one of great profit ; the salary was high. The tax-collector was the most
influential in politics in the county. The collector of taxes under the
constitution was one of the functions of the sheriff, who was elected by
the people. Ames, however, had a law passed giving the power of ap-
pointing all tax-collectors to the governor.

CHANGE OF THE LAW REGULATING THE APPOINTMENT OF TAX-COL-
LECTORS.

Q. What year?—A. [n 1875, preceding the election of 1875.

Q. What was that law ?—A. That law was one conferring upon the
governor the appointment of all the tax-collectors ot the State. There
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was one for each couuty. lu mauy counties this office paid twice as

much as a circuit judgeship. It was worth from three to teu or fifteen

thousand dollars.

Q. The law was passed in 1875, which took from the sheriff the power
heretofore held to collect taxes, and bestowed that power upon a tax-

collector appointed by the governor ?—A. Yes. These appointees, as

this law provided, were to go into office January, 1876, so that when the

legislature met in January, 1876, he was to have in bis bands the ap-

l^ointmentof a tax-collector for every county in the State. Tbe election

for a legislature and couuty officers was to come off in November, 1875,

and that amount of patronage in the hands of the governor it was sup-

posed would enable Ames greatly to influence the election, and was to be
brought to bearon the legislature that met in January, 1876, in its election

of a United States senator. But before the legislature met the question

was taken to the supreme court, and tbe court pronounced the law uncon-
stitutional, hoUling tbat by the constitution the power of collecting

taxes was one of tbe original functions of the office of sheriff, and could
not be taken by the legislature from that office.

Q. But the object of the law was to consolidate power in the hands
of tbe executive ?—A. Yes; that would have been the effect, and was
doubtless intended by the passage of the bill.

LAW ABOUT REVENUE AGENTS.

Another law was passed for the same purpose, as was supposed,
authorizing tlie governor to appoint for every county a revenue agent.

He was to visit the counties, and to look into the accounts of the sheriffs

and all otber officers connected with the public revenue, and to enforce
collections, and giving to this officer 50 per cent, of everything that

might be realized from his scrutiny and exertions. Tbat was another
officer for every county for the governor to appoint, and one that might
prove proti table.

Under tbis law Governor Ames made some appointments, generally

of great partisans, and they were supi)osed to be electioneering-agents
more than anything else.

Q. It went into effect at once, and tbe officers were appointed ?—A.
A good many of them ; not all. Some of tliem were tilled.

ANOTHER LAW INCREASING THE GOVERNOR'S PATRONAGE.
Q. Was there or not a multiplicity of offices, to increase thereby the

executive i)atronage ?—A. Yes. Anotber biw of tbe same character was
passed by the same legislature. The constitution provides that the boards
of supervisors shall order all elections to till vacancies in county offices.

But a law was passed saying that no election to till a vacancy for a county
office should be beld upon sborter notice tlian sixty days, and that in the
mean tin)e tbe governor should iill all vacancies. After that 1 never
heard of an election to till a vacancy in a connty office.

Q. Tbis law transferred to the governor tbat wbich had bitberto been
a i)Ower exercised by the board of supervisors?—A. Yes. The effect

was that the governor by ai)pointment filled vacancies in tbe offices of
sheriff', clerk, justice, supervisor, &c., under tbe constitution.

Q. Was tbat act ever tested judicially ?—A. No. Tbe legislature

next winter repealed it, as well as tbe act saying the governor should
ai)point tax collectors. No question arose under it. Tbe history of tbe
act wbich i)rovides that no election should be held exce[»t upon not less

than sixty days' notice by the boar<l of sui)ervisors is this : That act was
passe<l just after this Vicksbnrgh difficulty with tbe sbeiifl's there, and
its language is, "^i// elections heretofore ordered, as well as those that



TESTIMONY OF JOHN W. C. WATSON. 993

may hereafter be ordered." The board had ordered an election to fill

the vacancy caused by the resignation of Crosby, and before the day of

the election the legislature passed this act, preventing the election.

INVESTiaATION INTO THE CAUSES OF THE VICKSBURGH RIOT.

Q. In reference to the Vicksburgh matter, was there not au investi-

gation by the legishiture here at the time of the proposed impeachment
of Ames, and testimony taken as to that !—A. Just after it occurred
•there was a fnll and exhaustive investigation of the Vicksburgh riot by
a committee of the legislature, and also by a congressional committee,
and then by a committee of the last legislature.

Q. Have you any knowledge of the declaration attributed to Governor
Ames in regard to the benefit to the republican party that would accrue
by the killing of a certain number of blacks?—A. I have no personal
knowledge of the matter. The facts of the case were all brought out in

the several investigations before the different committees.
Q. Bj- whom was that testimony taken ?— A. By the legislative com-

mittees and the committee of Congress.
Q. Do you recollect by what witnesses?—A. Well, I think, James

Hill, George T. Harris, attorney-general, and others; their testimony
may be seen by reference to the reports of the different committees.

Q. Have you read it ?—A. Yes.
[Upon suggestion of the chairman that the witnesses referred to were

present or could be had, Mr. Bayard withdrew further questions in

regard to the testimony of these witnesses.]

TOO LIBERAL USE OP THE PARDONING POWER.

Q. What do you know generally as to the policy of Mr. Ames in regard
to calling out the militia of the State?—A. I have no personal knowl-
edge one way or the other about it beyond his public acts.

Q. Do you know anything, as a public fact, in regard to the exercise

of the pardoning jjower "?—A. Yes ; I know that it has been exercised
with great liberality, and to an extent that greatly interfered with the
course of public justice in my own county, and over the State generally.

LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR'S ABUSE OF THE PARDONING POWER.
Q. Do you know the fact that the late lieutenant-governor, Davis,

was impeached and removed from office?—A, Yes; Governor Davis
exercised the pardoning power in behalf of many persons when Ames was
out of the State. Many persons were there indicted for retailing liquor
on Sunday, and selling to minors and the like, and I think all got par-
dons. I recollect the next time I saw Davis after these pardons were
granted he was in a buggy riding around Holly Springs and calling on
the grocers. I saw him go into one.

Q. The place of one of the men whom he i^ardoned ?—A. Yes.
Q. Davis is a colored man ?—A. Yes.
Q. Do you know whether he was impeached and removed from office

for accepting a bribe for granting a pardon ?—A. Yes. That case
occurred in Lowndes County ; it was a case of aggravated murder.

Q. Who was the man pardoned?—A. I think the man's name is Ban-
entine, or something of that sort. He pardoned also several other per-
sons who had been convicted of murder and.manslaughter.

Q. Do you know of any other cases of legislative action tending to
throw power into the executive hands, which you now think of?—A. I
think, sir, that I have enumerated the cases I now recollect.

A:MES'S ADMINISTRATION CAUSES GREAT DISSATISFACTION.

Q. Speaking irrespective of party in the State, what was the effect

63 Ml S3



994 MISSISSIPPI ELECTION MARSHALL COUNTY.

upon public opinion of the course of adininistiation which you have here

detailed as to the growth of confideuce or dissatisfaction therein ?—A. It

created great discontent and dissatisfaction. Many of the republican

party became as violent opponents of Governor Ames as the democrats

were or ever had been.

Q. 1 would ask you what, in your judgment as a citizen of the State

and a close observer of the affairs of the State, was the effect of the dis-

cord in the dominant party in the election in 1875 ?—A. I think the split

in the party contributed more to the overthrow of Ames than any other

single cause. And in this way : the negroes hearing their own men
abusing each other, seemed to be bewildered.

I traveled over the State a good deal during the last canvass, I ad-

dressed the people at this place, (Jackson,) and I addressed them at

Canton, at Winona, at Oxford, Taylor's Depot, Hernando, Senatobia, and
some other places, besides in Marshall County, and liad a good deal of

intercourse with the people.

CHANGES EN' THE FEELINGS OF THE PEOPLE.

Q. With both parties ?—A. Yes, and I noticed a very great change in

the negroes. Before, they had been unwilling to hear any but their own
speakers, and seemed to have no conlidence in anybody else. Last fall,

long before the election, they were coming out to hear the democratic

speakers. They were conversing with democrats, and before the day of

election a good many had openly avowed themselves democrats. In my
county and in others, of which 1 heard, a great many had joined clubs,

and I noticed, frequently, one or two who would lirst go and hear ; then

they would converse with me, and their change was as gradual and slow

as it well could have been.

NEGEOES BECOME DEMOCRATS.

Finally they would avow themselves democrats and become more en-

thusiastic than anybody else. Such changes were usual throughout the

State before the day of the election, and I heard many of them say,
" Well, we have made nothing yet by the republican party ; they have
done us no good, and I reckon it is possibly best to have a change. We
will tr5' it." I don't pretend to give their exact language, but the sub-

stance of what many said.

Q. Since the election have you observed the sentiments and feelings

of tiie colored population in regard to this change of administration?

—

A. I think there has been more of contentment, and quiet, and satisfac-

tion among the negroes since the last election than has before existed

in the State since reconstruction.

THE PRESENT JUDICIARY A GREAT IMPROVEMENT.

Q. Excluding yourself, of course, what is your estimate of the present

state of judiciary, both as to the chancery, circuit court, and the supreme

court?—A. I regard the improvement as very great—very great.

Q. Have the offices of chancellor been relilled ? A. Yes.

Q. And the circuit judges also refilled ?—A. Yes.

Q. From what class of men, as to legal attainment and character have

these appointments been drawn ?—A. They have been made from a

class of lawyers who had the confidence of the people and who were

competent to fill the placed. The supreme court bench, with Simrall,

appointed by Alcorn, and Campbell, and that man appointed by our

present governor. Governor Stone, in point of capacity, integrity, and
character, is equal to any court in the Union, and there are not more
than one or two chancellors or circuit judges that I, myself, as governor,

would not have appointed.
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NO INTIMIDATION BY WHITES.

Q. Are you aware that the charge has been made that the late election

in 1875 was carried by a general system of intimidation and violence on
the part of the democratic party toward their political opponents in

this State ? I will ask you now, what is your knowledge and your
judgment as to the truth or falsity of that statement!—A. Well, so
far as my personal knowledge goes, I never witnessed anything approach-
ing intimidation by the whites. Cases of intimidation of colored voters
by colored voters did come under mj' observation. There has always
been something of that, but much less of it in the last election than
previously. A better class of men, as a general thing, were anti-radical

candidates last fall, and a more orderly or fairer election was never held,

so far as it came under my observation.

JOHNSON'S OPINION OF AMES'S ADMINISTRATION.

Q. Do you know or ever hear of a colored man, the Rev. J. G. John-
son, of this State, formerly a pastor here? I will hand you this news-
I)aper slip, which you may read.

A colored miuistei- of the gospel, the Rev. Mr. J. G. Jolinson, known to many per-
sons here, has published an address to the people of his race, from which we make an
extract, and ask a careful reading. Next week we will publish the whole article. Ou
the subject of voting he uses the following language :

" He (the colored man) but
turned to his league or club to know what order had been sent to him by his superiors,
and then considered it his duty, blindly and implicitly, to obey. When the drums
beat it was for him to fall into line, and he became as a machine in the hands of those
who controlled him. And what is the result of all this ? We have an administration
of public affairs so notoriously corrupt that it is a by-word and reproach wherever
known. Some good men there are in public positions, but they are in a hopeless and
helpless minority."

A. I know^ something of that man ; he is a pastor here, and a very
reputable man.

Q. Do you believe his statement of affairs to be true ?—A. Yes ; I

concur in his judgment as to what was the condition of things in this

State.

Q. You think that there has been a reaction from that condition in
some degree, at least since the last election ?—A. Considerable.

Q. The negro was permitted by his own color to have some political

independence?—A. Yes; and exercised an amount of it that he had
not exercised before,

CHANGE IN THE NEGRO VOTE HAD GREAT AFFECT ON THE ELEC-
TIONS—REVELS'S POSITION.

Q. Do you think that had much effect upon the election ?—A. Yes

;

a great deal. Vv'e have among us, in my county, Marshall, Senator
Eevels. He has been living there a year or two. He was a minister
of the gospel, and is acquainted over the county, and largely through
the State, and I know while he has always avowed himself a republi-
can, he was against the republican party in the main last fall, and did
all he could to control his race for the democrats, as he believetl it

would be best that they should carry the election. He is an influential

man, and a man of good sense.

Q. Did you ever hear him make a j)"Wic speech '?—A. I never did
;

he was a minister, and did not make many, if any, i^ublic speeches, but
his influence was exerted in other ways.

CHURCH INFLUENCE USED IN POLITICS.

Q. In the churches of the colored people was it the practice in the
pastoral addresses for the colored ministers to mingle political instruc-

tion with religious ?—A. They did mingle it a good deal, I do not know
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whether iu their preaching, but they were generally very influential

politicians, and they brought the dicipline of the church to bear upon
those at one time who would venture to vote or go out of their clubs

or turn democrats. I know that was at one time somewhat of a terror

to them, but it was given up last year, and I never heard of it for some
time before the election.

WITNESS HAS NO KNOWLEDGE OF ANY INTIMIDATION.

Q. I asked you in regard to intimidation, and I do not know whether
you finished your answer or not !—A. I stated that within my own
knowledge there was no intimidation and no violence at all, and so far

as I saw it was a free election. Now, I think it was possible that in a

county or two, there might have been violence or intimidation, but look-

ing to the election throughout the State, I always believed it to be as

fair an election as usually occurs anywhere, and iu my county I know
it was. That county had previously gone republican several hundred

;

last fall the democrats carried it by five or six hundred.
Q. What is your county ?—A. Marshall County.

ACTION OF CHANCELLOR STTLLIYAN OF OKTIBBEHA COUNTY.

There is a further statement I will make iu reference to our chancel-

lors which may come under the general fjuestions you have put to me
;

I do not intend it as impeaching the honesty of any one; it illustrates

the character of our judiciary. I had occasion last fall to go down to

the county of Oktibbeha to obtain an injunction for a number of tax-

payers against the collection ot a railroad-tax in that county. Mr.
Powers was the republican sheriff by whom the tax was to be collected,

and it was to go into his pocket. lie was then acting sheriff of the county,

and had been a contractor and the tax was to go to him under a con-

tract for work on the railroad. 1 prepared and filed the bill.

Q. He was a railroad-contractor ;'—A. Yes, and sheriff also. I pre-

pared the bill and obtained a fiat for the injunction iu the name of ten

or twelve tax-payers for and in behalf of all others similarly interested

under the well-settled rule of chancery i)ractice. The sheriff being the

principal defendant, I, of course, put the ])rocess in the hands of the

coroner of the county, who was a negro. The clerk, who was also a
radical, had informed Powers of what was going on, and Powers then
obtained from Cliancellor Sullivan, who was a tax-payer of the county,

and, 1 understood, did not want to act in the case, an injunction re-

straining the coroner from serving the injunction in his hands upon
Powers or either of the other defendants.

ACTION OF CHANCELLOR FRAZEE.

Q. Where did he get that injunction ?—A. From ]Mr. Sullivan, the

chancellor to whom I did not apply because 1 understood he did not

want to interlere, he being a tax-payer as I heard, and so I went to an-

other chancellor. But Sullivan granted Powers an injunction enjoining

the coroner from serving the injunction on him. Powers, wjiich the other

chancellor had granted on the bill I had filed. I had left the county
before this novel injunction was obtained, and ten or twelve other tax-

payers onnie forward and employed other counsel, who dismissed the

bill J had filed, and prepared a new bill in the case. This bill was pre-

sented to Chancellor Frazee, who lived at Okalona, some distance oft".

Ue very i>roperly granted the fiat for an injunction, and after he granted
it, I returned to the county. Jt was a fiat in the usual manner of in-

junction granting as prayed for, in favor of these ten or twelve tax-

pavers in l)ehalf of themselves and the other taxpayers of the county.

This last injunction was granted on Friday. Chancellor Frazee lived a
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hundred miles, perhaps, away. The fiat came back and was given to

the clerk to issue. He was dilatory in his action. Xext morning Chan-
cellor Frazee came to Starkville, the county-seat of Oktibbeha County,
goes to Powers's house and breakfasts with him, and was with him
throughout the day and left at night, after which I found out that he
had gone to the clerk's office and dissolved the injunction he had granted
as to all the tax-payers of the county except as to the eight or ten spe-

cially named in the bill. We have a provision in our code that when-
ever an injunction is obtained, a party upon ten days' notice can move
by motion to dissolve, if there is anything irregular about it, or it has
been improperly obtained. Chancellor Frazee had granted the injunc-

tion ; the fiat had perhaps been served; and without notice, upon his

own motion, without even a petition. Chancellor Frazee went and re-

quired the clerk to issue another amended process, saying that the in-

junction was to be operative only as to the names mentioned, ten or

twelve, perhaps, out of three or four thousand. This was a virtual dis-

solution of the injunction. These proceedings were irregular and not
at all in accordance with law.

JMr. Abbott, another chancellor, was not a lawyer by reading or prac-

tice, though a man of good sense and business qualifications, and really

preferred by me to several others in the State.

Q. But unlearned ia the law ?—A. Wholly. He had never practiced
law ; never wrote a bill ; and that was the case, as I have already
stated, with several others. I have no reason to complain that Mr.
Abbott did not try to do the best he could.

. MORE ABOUT THE OKTIBBEHA INJUNCTION.

By the Chairman :

Q. You spoke of a bill you filed in Oktibbeha County, And there was
an injunction from Judge Sullivan to the coroner which was, it appears,
disposed of in some way after you left the county.—A. This bill was
dismissed. New counsel dismissed the whole proceeding. This second
injunction against the coroner prohibited him from serving the first

injunction.

Q. This was in the nature of a temporary injunction, which was sub-
ject to hearing and final adjudication ?—A. Yes.

Q. Why did not the hearing take place on your bill ?—A. It was dis-

missed, as the coroner was prohibited from serving the fiat which had
been obtained under it.

Q. Upon hearing ?—A. They went to the clerk's office and dismissed
it, our laws allowing it be done.

Q. The complainants, then, dismissed it upon advice of other coun-
sel '!—A. Yes

; as the shortest way to get rid of that case, proceedings
which had been enjoined by the injunction against the coroner

Q. Do you know what the difficulty with that bill was?—A. They
stated two or-three points. One was that it was not a case for injunc-

tion. Another was, they said, the fiat was irregular, not according to
law in some particulars. These and others were the grounds upon
which the injunction was obtained against the coroner's serving the
first injunction.

Q. Then, as a matter of fact in regard to that bill, it was dismissed
not because of Judge Sullivan's injunction upon the coroner, but because
other counsel were of the opinion that the bill was not correct ?—A. No

;

they dismissed it, as I said, as the shortest way of getting rid of this
counter-injunction.

Q. The counter-iuj auction was of the nature of a temporary iujuuc-
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tion, subject to fiual hearing ?—A. That is the nature of all ioj unctions

here.

Q. Then, why not go on with the hearing of that bill instead of pre-

paring another?—A. The time for the collection of taxes was running
out. There were but few days within which to collect, and they were
pressing collections very earnestly, and the loss of a few days would
have been fatal as to the taxes of that year.

witness's opinion of b. d. naber's bill.

Q. You stated to us in regard to this bill of B. D. Nabers that you
exhibited, that they were the original papers. Are they ?

The Witness. Nabers's bill ?

A. Yes ; the papers before us are the originals.

Q. You got them from the clerk's oflSce ?—A. Yes.

Q. Is that the custom here? Have clerks any right to do that ?—A.
I had a right to them. They came out under a rule of the court.

Q. I understand you that you advised against this bill ?—A. I did not
think it a proper case, and 1 would not put my name to the bill ; but I

did not advise i^abers not to proceed with it. I told him, further, at his

earnest instance, I would give him aid and instruct him how to prepare
his bill, and, I think, I dictated it to an amanuensis. I afterward saw
my name there, but it was not in my handwriting, nor with my knowl-
edge or consent. They put down nearly all the counsel in town as for

the complainant. I told him that, in my judgment, it was not a proper
case for an injunction.

Q. The bill was [)rei)ared by ]Mr. Wells ?—A. No ; it was written by
his clerk.

Q. Mr. Wells is mentioned as a solicitor for the complainant. As a
matter of fact Mr. Wells did sign this bill as solicitor, " (1. W. Wells ?"—
A. I think so; a great many names are marked to it.

Q. This is INIr. Wells's own signature ?— A. It is, I believe ; and he
probably tiled the bill.

Q. That makes it his bill i—A. Yes ; that is so.

Q. Is he not a good lawyer ?—A. I do not think he is a very good one,
though pretty fair practitioner.

PERSONAL RECORD.

Q. You came to this State in 1841?—A. In the spring of 1815.

Q. You are now judge of the circuit court in this State ?—A. Recently
appointed.

Q. Did you take any part in the politics of the State previous to the
rebellion?—A. Yes, some little.

Q. Were you interested in the institution of slavery in any way ?—A.
Yes.

Q. Were you a slaveholder yourself?—A. Yes, a slaveholder.

Q. Were you a slaveholder before you came here?—A. I was, though
never a very large one. I had some negroes when I came to the State,

and bought some here.

Q. You brought some slaves with you when you came here?—A. Yes.

Q. You were a member of the senate in the confederacy ?—A. Yes.

Q. From 1803 to the end?—A. Yes, sir; I was elected in the summer
of 1803, but I do not think I took my seat until the following March.

Q. You were fully identified with the southern movement in the
war?—A. Well, I was opposed to the movement. I opposed secession,

but after the State went out 1 co-operated with all my might. I made
a great many speeches against secession.
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WAS A MEMBER OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION—RESIGNED.

Q. When the war eacled, what was your course with respect to recon-
struction !—A. Well, sir, I thought that we should make the best terms
that we coukl, and my policy was to aid in reconstruction ; and on that
principle I became a candidate for the State convention, called under
the reconstruction laws, and was elected a member of that body. I

remained in that body some two or three months. They finally intro-

duced a disfranchising clause there, and I inquired of them if that was
the settled policy of the body, and they said it was the sense of the major-
ity of the body. It seemed so to be, and I understood it was the settled

policy of the majority to cutyj out wholesale disfranchising of the old
citizens. I then resigned and went home, and took no further interest

in the matter, one way or the other.

WITNESS VISITS WASHINGTON.
Q. You came to Washington after that in connection with a public

mission ?—A. After that constitution had been rejected, and after a good
many efforts had been made by people who went on to Washington for

the purpose of having the constitution which had been rejected fastened

upon the State by application to Congress, I went there for the purpose
of preventing that if 1 could.

Q. You appeared before the reconstruction committee of the House °l
—

A. I did, and was examined there.

THE ACTION OF CONGRESS WAS REASONABLE.

Q. Do you recollect what the action of Congress was?—A. Yes.
Q. Was it satisfactory to you at that time ?—A. I can say that I ac-

cepted it as the best thing that we could do.

Q. Was not the action, upon the whole, in the line of your desire?

—

A. Yes.
Q. And as reasonable an agreement as you could expect under the

circumstances ?—A. Yes ; about as satisfactory, though it might have
been more so if I could have framed the bill

f
but then I thought it was

a very dangerous experiment to give the right of suffrage to the colored
population, and, indeed, to make suffrage universal.

Q. You did not favor that ?—A. iPSTo.

NEGROES UNFIT TO EXERCISE THE RIGHT OF SUFFRAGE JUDICIOUSLY.

Q. What is now your opinion, after an experience of eight years, in

regard to negro suffrage 1—A. Well, I have thought it had become a
fixed fact, and I am indisposed to take any step toward taking it away
or interfering with it.

Q. iSfot quite prepared for that ?—A. No; but at the same time I think
they are wholly unfit at this time to exercise the right of suffrage judi-

ciously, and that it is a public calamity that we have been brought into

our present condition ; but at the same time there is no feeling or pur-

pose upon the part of any one within my knowledge to make war upon
reconstruction as accomplished.

AFFECTIONS OF SOUTHERN PEOPLE RETLTINING TO THE OLD FLAG.

There has been a revolution in the public mind in reference to recon-

struction and the Union that has been greater than I had anticipated or

believed possible; and I believe that the affections of the people of the
South are returning to the old flag and hovering about it to an extent
that ought to be satisfactory to every section of the Union. W^e must
have some country- and flag, and things in this respect are righting fast,

in my judgment.
Q. A great change in that respect?—A. Yes; and I will add that,
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since slavery has been abolished, there is no reason why we should not
be one peojile, and this, I think, is the general sentiment ; that bone of

contention, slavery, is removed ; and the people of Mississippi are pre-

pared now, if treated with any justice, to remain true to the Union and
steadfast in their allegiance to the Constitution and laws of the United
States.

Q. Upon your return from Washington after that mission, what was
your action in regard to the constitution and the amendments that were
passed by Congress?—A. I made no further war against its adoption,
and it was adopted.

Q. Did you take any step toward procuring its adoption ?—A. I do
not recollect, or think that I made speeches for or against its adoption.

PROVISIONS OF SHARKEY'S CONSTITUTION.

Q. Were you connected with the State, government after 18G5 when
the legislature was called under President Johnson's proclamation

—

Governor Sharkey ?—A. I was not a member of the legislature ; I was
a member of the first convention that Sharkey called to change the con-
stitution ; I was a member of that bodv, but not of the legislature in

1805.

Q. Did the changes in the constitution provide for negro suffrage?

—

A. I think not.

Q. AVas there any eff'ort made by you or any person of the majority
in that convention in favor of negro suff"rage?—A. I do not think there
was.

Q. Were there any provisions incorporated in the constitution touch-
ing the negroes in any way as to their rights, civil or political?—A.
The constitution is here. I do not think that there was any provision
intended to abridge them greatly, but they were not regarded as citi-

zens of the United States under tlio decisions of the Supreme and State
courts, and they were left where these decisions placed them.

witness's OPINION OF THE BLACK CODE.

Q. The legislature that assembled passed some acts, among other acts,

providing for apprenticing colored orphans, colored chiklren whose
parents did not make ?—A. The black code, I understand, is what
you refer to.

Q. Also in regard to the possession of land. Did you have any
opinion at that time upon those measures?—A. I did, sir.

Q. What was that opinion ?—A. A little history, perhaps, will give
it to you. There was a candidate for a seat in the legislature, William
r. Mason, a most estimable gentleman, of fine sense, a conservative
democrat. In the canvass, something was said about the status of the
negro; and Mr.Mason concurred with me very fully—we hadbeen intimate
personal friends and elders in the same church—and he took the ground
that something must be done about this condition of things, and espe-
cially about allowing such legislation as this to be made. A gentleman
by the name of Taylor ran against him for the senate. Taylor was an
extreme man, in favor of legislation restraining the rights of the negroes;
and on the day of the election it was believed by most of the conserva-
tive men that Taylor would carry the day. To prevent this, I was
requested by the friends of Mason to address the peoi)le; ami I made a
speech, not a very long one, nor to a very large crowd, but I opposed
Taylor's extreme views, as many others did. But at the same time I
scarcely knew what was to be our condition. We were perfectly aj)palled
at it. 1 thought that this legislature of 1805 went much too far, and
there v.ore a good many in Marshall County, to my knowledge, who did
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not coucur in tliat legislation ; and I think that had there been no inter-

ference at all on the part of the General Governineut, it would soon
have passed away and have been abandoned.

AVHITES KESPONSIBLE FOR THE LEGISLATION.

Q. Considering the legislation, and the men who were responsible for

it, I ask you if the men who were responsible for it were not the white
men of the State, the slave-holding class generally, and the men who
now are in the democratic party of the State, and have been since that

day ?—A. The white population of the State at the time were responsi-

ble for this legislation.

Q. And the men who were in that legislature have generally since

been identified with the democratic party f—A. I know of persons now
rabid radicals who were in that legislature and favored that extreme
legislation.

RIGHTS OF THE NEGROES SAFE IN THE HANDS OF THE WHITES.

Q. But are not the majority of those who favored that legislation

now members of the democratic party ?—A. I think so, sir ; but in jus-

tice to them I must say that those very men are not still in favor of

that legislation. If I can judge from what I have heard, and I have
had very free intercourse with the people of the State, I think that

their views have been modified very materially on those questions, and
that to-day the rights and franchises of the negroes, as now existing,

are safe in the hands of the white people of Mississippi.

Q, But is it true that at that time the white men i)ursued a policy in

regard to the negroes apparently adverse to the interest of the negroes,
and which the same white men now admit was an erroneous policy *?

—A. I think such is the case. But more who favored that policy now
look back upon it and admit it was an error. I think so.

WHY A GOOD FEELING SHOULD EXIST BETWEEN BLACKS AND WHITES.

Q. Is it strange that the negroes (who were opposed to that policy,

and who then entertained the opinion that it was an erroneous policy,

which opinion is now shown to be correct by the concurrence of the
white men, who then advocated that policy) should doubt the wisdom
of the men who were in error then, as is now admitted by their own
confession; is it strange that the negroes hesitate to believe those men ?

—A. I thought it natural under the circumstances that the negroes
should start out republicans ; but in view of what subsequently trans-

pired, I was expecting the negroes to change their first political opin-

ions, or their unfriendly feelings toward the old white population of
the State. The business intercourse between the whites and the negroes
from that day to this has been considerable. The negroes have wanted
the lands of the whites and the whites have wanted their labor. The
whites have assured them again and again that they acquiesced in all

the reconstruction measures, and intended to regard them as final, and
that they proposed to do justice by them; and for several years better
feeling has been growing up between the whites and the blacks, and
during the canvass last fall this good feeling was greatly strengthened
in my section of the State.

Q. Was there any legislation at the last session calculated to increase
the confidence of the blacks in the white poi)ulation of the State ?—A.
I know of no legislation that was calculated to impair their confidence
in the whites of the State. I have heard from negroes repeatedly that
they were satisfied that the whites had done nothing to hurt them.

EXTENT OF WITNESS'S INTERCOURSE WITH NEGROES.
Q. How extensive is your intercourse with the negroes ?—A. Well, I
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liardly know how to answer that question. I have been a lawyer, and
have had a good deal of intercourse professionally with them. 1 have
taken some part in politics all the while, and I have made it my busi-

ness to converse with them. I think the negroes have in me as much
confidence as in most old citizens, particularly as an old whig, and as

one whose whole course has been conservative. They have come to me
as often, perhaps, as to any other person in the county.

Q. They look upon old whigs as more friendly to them than old dem-
ocrats, do they f—A. Such has been somewhat the case, but all are

regarded pretty much alike now.
Q. You have not mingled with the negroes enough to know what their

views are as a mass, have you ?—A. No ; I only judge from the conver-

sations I have had with a good many of them, and more particularly

with the leaders, and from what I have seen in their conduct.

Then last fall, pending the election, circumstances occurred which
confirm me in my opinions on this subject. Heietofore they held their

clubs in secret. In my county last fall the clubs met publicly for some
time before the election. Previously they wanted to hear only their own.
men. Last fall they went from place to place, and wanted to hear both

sides, and they did hear both sides in my region. They frequently

invited democratic speakers to address them. I judge from these cir-

stances.

ABOUT THOMAS WALTON.

Q. Do you know Thomas Walton, district attorney '!—A. Yes, sir.

Q. What is his standing as a lawyer ?—A. It is pretty good; it is not

equal to that of some others.

Q. He is a man of integrity personally and in his profession?—A.
I think so; so far as I know and believe, I think that is his reputation.

Q. He is a trained lawyer, is he not '.—A. Yes, sir; you speak of Mr.
Wharton, do you not?

Q. Ko, of Mr. Walton .'—A. I understood you to say Wharton. I

am very well acquainted with Mr. Walton.
Q. What do you say of him t—A. I say he is a very shrewd, sharp

man
;
good intellect and intelligent.

Q. The i)resent district attorney, what is his standing in regard to

his profession f—A. I do not know so well. I never practiced in the

same circuit with him. I have no right to distrust his integrity ;
and

I believe he is a good lawyer.

Q. He stands well outside of the bar?—A. Yes; I know nothing
against his personal integrity. His sudden change from democracy to

republicanism and a zealous supporter of Ames was unaccountable to

many of his old acquaintances.

Q. He was the judge who issued the habeas corjtKS and allowed ]\ror-

gan to give bail, was he not ?—A. He was.

Q. You said there was no uncalled-for prejudice against northern per-

sons who came as citizens to reside among you, but that it was desired

that such persons should come ?—A. Yes, sir; in my county.

FEELING TOWARD NORTHERN MEN WHO MAKE POLITICS A TRADE.

Q. You modified it, however—that if they devoted themselves to

business?—A. Yes. Where they came in and proposed to become
citizens, we were glad to receive them ; but when a man would come
among us, having no pursuit or calling but just to run about among
the negroes, ingratiating himself with them, and thereby getting the

control of them, and making politics his only calling or trade, we did

not have anv use for such characters.
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Q. Now, if a man should come amoug you as a lawyer, and should
make speeches to the negjroes in a canvass, now would that affect his

standing !—A. It would depend upon the character of his speeches a
good deal. We hold and agree that in the republican party there are

as good men as anywhere in the world, and that the i^opulation of the
!N'orth is equally as good on the one side as on the other ; and there are good
men in the South, too, and have been republicans, but we can generally

form an opinion as to whether a man's object is to become a citizen

and do his duty as such, or whether his purpose is merely to make poli-

tics a trade, and keep himself in office by misleading the negroes and
prejudicing them against the whites, and alienating the two races from
each other.

CHARACTER OF SOME OF THE CANDIDATES*

Q. You say you can generally judge whether he means to con-

duct himself within the line of duty ?—A. I did not say that. I say we
can see what his aim is, and we hold it a duty and an obligation of the
citizen to do what is right and best for the State and country. When
I see a man coming to Marshall County, containing a large population
of intelligent men, property-holders, and see them turn out and advo-
cate for the legislature a ticket that 1 will give you as an illustration, I

think they are not doing right. In the legislature we had five mem-
bers. The republicans voted for Gill, an ignorant white man, and
Williams, Eogers, and Peel, three ignorant negroes, for the lower house,
who had ho more conception of the duties of a legislator than a horse,

scarcely, and for the senate took up a negro named Albright, very ig-

norant and wholly without qualifications, and elected thcvse men to the
legislature. Ko man of intelligence can be conscious of doing his duty
"when he is sending such men to make laws.

ABOUT MR. GILL.

Q. Who is this Mr. Gill ?—A. He came South in connection with the
FreeJmen's Bureau. In some respects he has qualities that we admire,
because he was transparent, undisguised, associated openly with the
negroes, and all that sort of thing. There was no doubt about his opin-

ions, and he seemed more honest than many others, because he had no
concealments.

Q. What was his position ?—A. He was postmaster for a while.

Q. At Holly Springs ?—A. Yes.

Q. He has moved out of the county '—A. Yes.

Q. How long was he postmaster!?—A. Several years; I cannot say,
sir.

Q. From what State is Mr. Gill from ?—A. Illinois, I think.

Q. Do you know whether he held any oifice formerly ?—A. I had heard
he was a captain of a negro company.

Q. Were you personally acquainted with him ?—A. Yes.
Q. Do you, upon reflection, adhere to the statement which you made,

that he was very ignorant and hardly more capable than a horse ?—A.
I think that he was not educated sufficiently to be a legislator. That
remark would more properly apply to his four associates, who were
incapable wholly of comprehending the duties of a legislator.

Q. Youdonotthinksohardof Gillasto say that of him ?—A. His intel-

ligence is far above that of the negroes elected on the ticket with him.
Q. You would not be responsible for the statement that the colored

men as a class hardly knew more of the duties of a legislator than a
horse?—A. That maybe going perhaps a little too far. I meant to convey
the idea that a body composed of such men could not legislate with any
safety or success for any people in the world.
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CHARACTER OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS.

At the same time these men were elected to the legislature we had a
board of county supervisors elected, consisting of five. This is a very
important court or board ; it is pretty much to the county what a legis-

lature is to the State. For this board the republicans elected three
negroes and one white radical. One conservative got in. These negroes
had no conception of their duty. I am not sure that either one of them
could read or write, but they were mere figure-heads. They had not
the capacity to consider a question nor to intelligently act upon any mat-
ter whatever, but some outsider would impress his views upon them and
tell them what to do.

GILL AS POSTMASTER.

Q. Do you know Mr. Gill persoaally ?—A. Yes.
Q. He lived in your town ?—A. Yes.
Q. You met him frequently !— Yes.

Q. Did you ever have an}- business with him ?—A. As postmaste-r,

simply.

Q. You say he was postmaster one year ?

—

A. Several years.

Q. Holly Springs is a place of importance ?—A. It has a population
of about 3,000.

Q. Upon the whole, was he acceptable to the people ?—A. He made
a pretty good postmaster. He did not discharge the duties in person.
He got an old citizen as his deputy, a man named Yowell.

Q. Do you mean to have the coiiimittee understand tliat he was not
capable !—A. He may have been capable, but he did not discharge the
duties himself to any great extent. He had a deputy by whom the du-
ties of the office were performed. I have known clerks of courts and
sheriffs, elected by the republicans in this State, who were wholly uned-
ucated, and in some instances could not read or write.

TACTICS OF REPUBLICAN LEADERS.

Q. Do you mean to say Mr. Gill was not qualified to discharge the
duties himself ?—A. I do not know but that he could have discharged
the duties of the oflice, though he was not Mell qualified to do all the
writing the oflice required. But the theory of the republican party in
this State has been that all citizens, without regard to their mental or
moral qualifications, were equally competent to fill all public oflices, and
had the same right to be elected to any office. The white republican
leaders, to get office themselves, had to secure the influence of leading
negroes, and this they did by bringing them out for office and support-
ing them for office. In this way the four negroes were elected to the
legislature from Marshall in 1873, and also the three negroes were
elected members of the board of supervisors, all being utterly incompe-
tent. They were eligible to oflice, certainly, but it was wrong to
put such men in places of trust and responsibility. We have had a
great many ignorant and incompetent persons as constables, justices of
the peace, and members of the legislature, and in various other impor-
tant places. Nothing like the same state of things ever existed anyAvhere
before.

DISTINCTION BETWEEN THE LEGAL RIGHT OF A NEGRO TO HOLD
OFFICE AND HIS MORAL RIGHT.

Q. I only heard part of the expression used by the Judge concerning
the statement that he told the negroes that they had a right to fill these
offices. Was that the statement, and one that he had, as a citizen,

the right to make or not, in your estimation?—A. Xo; that is not the

\
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Statement. I bavedrawn this distiuctioD, and said legally they bad as much
right to fill the offices as anybody else. We have always conceded this

since reconstruction, but think citizens have moral obligations resting

upon them. It is their duty to consult the public good, and put in office

reliable and good men. Such is the duty of the citizen, and when
he departs from it he does what, morally, be ought not to do.

CONDUCT OF GILL AS A PARTY LEADER.

Q. Have you any reasons to suppose that Mr. Gill did not go upon the

same ideas which you now express, that it is the duty of the citizens to

put in office the men best qualified for the duties, under aril the circum-

stances?—A. To suppose that he acted with that conviction would be
to suppose that he was stupid or blind, because I think he has sense to

know that men whom he olten supported for office were wholly incompe-
tent to fill the places to which they were elected.

Q. But suppose that he considered that the security of the negroes
in their civil and political rights was the chief question with them, and
that he believed also that the white people constituting the democratic
party were opposed to the political and civil equality of the negro,

might he not have been justified in voting for and sustaining men who
entertained opinions corresponding to his own ui)on that subject ?—A. I

do not know how he could have supposed that their rights were so much
in danger, as, since the constitutional amendments, laws discriminating

against them would be nullities. Moreover, he could have found others

better qualified than these men, of his own party. He generally selected

negroes that were influential among their own people, and with a view
to his own advancement.

Q. Where is Mr. Gdl now "?—A. He has moved to Holmes County.

Q. Why did he leave Marshall County 1—A. I know of no reason

except that he could get some good land down there and do better. His
wife still lives up there and teaches school.

THE FEELING AGAINST NORTHEN MEN.

Q. Is it not true, Judge Watson, that if a man comes in from the
Xortb into your country, and enters upon any business, planting or

trade, but gives any attention to politics, identifies himself with the re-

publican party, speaks to the negroes, or is a candidate for office and
solicits their votes, that he is ostracized and denounced by the white
men of the country ?—A. I do not think that it is true as a general
proposition. There are a great many against whom we would become
prejudiced—men who come into the country and go straight into

politics, and into the party which has brought upon us so many
wrongs and calamities. There is a prejudice against men who make
politics a business, and who, by manipulating the negroes, get into

offices for which they are incompetent, and take along with them into

offices so many other ignorarft and incompetent persons.

THE SOCIAL FEELING.

Q. Is it not a condition of social reputation in the case of a northern
man that he shall have done entirely with politics, or else act with the
democratic party ?—A. No, sir.

Q. Can you name any person in your county who has come in from the

North since the war, and who has been au open and avowed republican,

voting the republican ticket, who is recognized as a fit associate for the

old settlers ?—A. There is a gentleman whom I can name—Mr. Stearns.

We have had a good deal of intercourse with him.

Q. What is his business ?—A. Formerly chancellor there. We have
pleasant relations with him personally.
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Q.|Does he live in your neigliborliood ?—A. Yes ; be is now post-

master.

Q. Have you a family ?—A. Yes.

Q. Do your families visit ?—A. Yes ; my wife has called upon his

wife, and also upon Mrs. Wells, the wife of our present Congressman.

Q. How is it generally ?—A. A good many have done it, some have

not. We have a northern gentleman who has recently come among us.

He avows himself on all occasions a republican, a Mr. Rothrock, 1 think,

from Indiana.

Q. What is his business!—A. He came down and took charge of a

carriage-factory there ; took stock in it largely. Our families have called

upon him, and I have no question but that he will be treated with kind-

ness, and nobody will require him to change his politics, either.

ABOUT APPOINTING^ KEGISTRARS.

Q. You spoke of the circumstance that under the law the appointing

of registrars was so arranged that they would necessarily be republi-

cans ?—A. From the fact that as the law was two of the three members
of the board were appointed by the circuit judge and the chancellor.

:::Q. And the sheriff appointed the other?—A. Yes, sir. The circuit

judges and chancellors over the State were republicans. That gave the

ascendency to the republicans on the board, whereas before it was in

some counties otherwise.

Q. Was there a provision of the law that at least one registrar should

not be of the same political party as the others ?—A. Yes ; and the way
it worked there was this—my own county affords an illustration. A Mr.

Yowell was appointed as the democrat when he was Gill's deputy as

postmaster and dependant upon Gill, and though he always voted for

Mr. Gill and most of the republicans, he was the best representative we
could get at the hands of the board.

Q. What is the present law in regard to registrars ?—A. The present

law requires the governor, lieutenant-governor, and secretary of state to

appoint the registrars.

Q. How many in each county ?—A. Three; and they appoint the in-

spectors of elections.

Q. Is there any provision as to the politics of the registrars ?—A.
Yes, sir.

Q. What is that?—xV. That they shall not all be of the same party.

RULES OF THE CHANCERY COURTS.

By Mr. Cameron :

Q. Did I understand you to say it is a rule of the chancery courts in

your State that, after a bill or other paper has been ftled in the court,

the attorney or counsel in the case may remove the bill or other

paper from the files of the court and retain it any length of time?—A.

We all have the right, under the orders of the court, to take out papers.

We are charged with them and held responsible for them. Of course it

is supposed that we are not going to take them out so long as to incon-

venience anybody, or do any injury in any way.

Q. Is there a rule authorizing it ?—A. I think there is one entered on

the minutes of the court, authorizing and directing the clerk to allow

counsel to take out original papers. It is for our convenience. We have

a right to the papers. Such is the universal practice in the courts of

the State.

Q. Then you recognized yourself as one of the counsel in the case ?

—

A. No, sir; nothing to do with the case now.

Q. By wbat authority, then, did you remove this bill from the clerk's
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office?—A. I went and asked for them, and I have never been denied
the possession of papers when I called for thera. I knew I conld get
them whenever I wanted them, and I just went and asked for them, and
they were charged to me.

Q. You don't recognize yourself as one of the counsel in the case, and
the rule referred to applies only to the counsel in the case?—A. I have
always taken out any papers I wished, whether [ was counsel or not in

the cases.

Q. Did you or not have any legal right to remove this paper from the
files in the court and bring it here to Jackson ?—A, I knew my right to

take the jmpers would not be denied, and I went and got them. I may
not have told the clerk I intended to bring them down here. My right

no one would question up there.

Q. 1 want to ask you if you had any legal right to get them, as you
were not one of the counsel ?—A. I do not know whether it would fall

"within the strict letter of the rule or not.

Q. Do you know whether it would or not ?—A. I do not suppose it

would.
Q. Then, you have no legal right to remove them !—A. Looking at

my uniform practice in the court for thirty years or upward, I have
felt free to go and get papers and be charged with them, and often, even,
papers in cases in which I was not of counsel. I felt free to call for

such papers when I wanted them for information, and I never stop to

inquire a moment about whether I was counsel in the cases or not, and
when I wanted them I got them. It was a matter between me and the
clerk.

Q. You have stated that in your opinion many of the chancellors ap-

pointed by Governor Ames were improper persons to hold their several
offices. You have also stated that Governor Ames had in your opinion
improper persons about him. You have also gone on to show that im-
proper persons were elected to the legislature from Marshall County.

—

A. And a great many other counties.

witness's opinion OF THE RIGHTS OF CITIZENS TO REDRESS POLITI-
CAL WRONGS.

Q. A great manj other counties. ^Tow, in your opinion, do any or
all of those things authorize the democratic party to prevent the negroes
from voting the republican ticket by force, fraud, or intimidation? I

do not say that they have done it ; I only ask your opinion.—A. I know
nothing which legally- authorizes the democratic party to use fraud or
intimidation. I have thought of that myself in this wise : A great i)art

of the mischiefdone in Mississippi has been brought about by misrepre-
sentations and falsehoods, and by fraudulently misleading the ignorant col-

ored people. The motives and purposes of our people have been misrepre-
sented ; the negroes have been by fraud and falsehood misled, and they
were accomplishing our ruin as a people. Taxation was so high that
property was almost worthless, bringing nothing scarcely at forced sale.

While I have never practiced on it, and certainly have been as con-
servative as any man, the question has occurred to my mind, Have we
not the right to protection against this fraud, this gross misrepresenta-
tion, this ruin, by defaulters and plunderers making way with our sub-
stance and all that sort of thing, by the same means by which we would
protect ourselves against thieves and highway robbers ? I say the ques-
tion has occurred to my mind ; I never practiced upon any such senti-
ment, but have opposed intimidation and violence, and everything of

the kind
; but there is a point at which it does seem to me forbearance

might almost cease to be a virtue.
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The legislatures have been composed to a large extent of ignorant

and corrupt persons ; the people lost all confidence in the courts ; the

juries were not tit to try the cases. I have argued cases before juries,

involving matters of account, when three-fourths of the jury could not

read, and were wholly ignorant of figures. Ignorant and stupid

negroes try important criminal cases, involving the life of men of

position and property. This is a great injustice to the State as well

as to the accused. They may be well-meaning, but they have no capac-

ity to do justice between the State and the individual; no just appre-

ciation of moral obligation ; no moral perceptions. This may be their

misfortune and not their fault.

But, in reply to your question, I do not maintain and never have
acted upon the belief that we have a legal right to resort to force, intim-

idation, and violence.

Q. You say the question has arisen in your own mind. I ask you have
you not answered that question to your osvn mind.—A. Well, I do not
know that 1 have satisfactorily answered it. 1 have been asked about
it, and 1 have never given an answer which would lead any cue to act

upon any such conclusion.

Q. Are you of the opinion that this question which has suggested
itself to your own mind, as you have stated, has also suggested itself

to the minds of many other white people in this State f—A. I do not
know. I cannot answer this question as to others. I know I have
tried to convince the Colored voters of what 1 thought was their duty
by reason, argument, persuasion, conciliation, and every other means
which 1 thought legitimate and right.

Q. You have stated that the republican party was looked upon as the

author of all your woes—perhaps that was not the word—calamities?

—

A. It is true the republican party who put incompetent persons in

power must be to a large extent responsible for it. But I have never
supposed that the national republican party contemplated or desired

such results, or were at all pleased with them. I believe that in the

Northern States the masses of the republican party are just as good as

the masses of any other party.

WITNESS TUINKS SECESSION THE REMOTE CAUSE OF THEIR TROUBLES.

Q. Has it ever occurred to the white people of ^Mississippi—has it ever

occurred to you—that any of those calamities liave arisen from the fact

that the State seceded, or attempted to secede from the Union, and car-

ried on a war for nearly four years against the Union ?—A. It has
always occurred to me that that was a remote cause of the whole thing,

and but for that we would not have been involved in this condition of

things; but I have always thought that after we had become involved

in secession and civil war, and peace had been restored, more wisdom
and justice might have been exercised in the measures of reconstruc-

tion, and better government and security have been attained.

SECESSION UNWISE.

Q. Y'ou were also of the opinion that more wisdom might have been
exercised in seceding from the Union ?—A. I thought it was unwise at

the time.

WITNESS AN ANTI-SECESSION CANDIDATE AND DEFEATED.

Q. I think you stated you were a member of the convention at

which the ordinance of secession was passed?—A. No; I was an anti-

secession candidate, and was myself defeated as such in my county by
V2 votes. itri ;
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Q. By the secession candidate ?—A. Yes ; and the balance of my
ticket was defeated by about 300. I ran ahead of my ticket, but was
defeated.

Q. Do "you know of how many persons that convention consisted ?

—

A. Perhaps a hundred. It is right here and we can look at it.

Q. State of how many it consisted, and how many members voted
against the ordinance of secession.—A. As well as I recollect, the body
consisted of about 100, and I think it finally came to unanimity, though
some were elected as anti-secessionists. They finally all got together, I
think.

Q. And voted for the ordinance finally ?—A. Yes.

ILLITERATE MEN IN THE LEGISLATURE BEFORE THE WAR.
Q. You have spoken of certain persons elected to the legislature from

your county who were illiterate men ?—A. Yes.
Q. I think you stated that you, prior to the war, had been a member

of the legislature of this State ?—A. No, sir ; I never was of the legis-

lature of the State before the war. 1 spoke of the Union convention
which occurred away back in 1852.

Q. As a matter of fact, prior to the war, were all the members, all

the democratic members of the State of Mississippi, gentlemen of high
culture t—A. Xo ; not all gentlemen of high culture.

Q. Is it not a fact that in every State illiterate men are elected to the
legislature? From general information, is not that so?—A. It is; but
I must say that I do not suppose the like was ever seen in the United
States before the war. Such legislative bodies as we have had were
unknown North and South.

WITNESS'S OPINION OF THE MORAL RIGHT OF THE PEOPLE TO RE-
DRESS THEIR WRONGS BY FORCE, ETC.

By Mr. McMillan :

Q. The question was asked you by Mr. Cameron, whether you thought
the state of affairs in Mississippi, which you have described, would
justify violence, intimidation, and fraud against republicans for the
purpose of preventing them from exercising the right to vote. You
stated that you thought it was not a legal justification, but it was a
question which you had not resolved in your own mind whether or not
the people of Mississippi would be justified on other grounds in steps
of that kind. I understand you to say, then, that there is a doubt ex-
isting in your own mind whether or not there would not be a moral
justification of the people of Mississippi in resorting to measures of that
kind under the circumstances which you have stated.—A. My idea was
just about this

Mr. McMu.LAN. Please to answer the question, and then you can
make your explanation. The question is, is there a doubt in your own
mind as to the moral right of the people to resort to measures of that
kind ? If you will answer that categorically then you can make your
explanation afterward.—A. Well, sir ; I can only answer by some
little

Q. Cannot you say yes or no to that question, and then go on and
make the explanation you desire f Yes or no will be a complete answer.

—

A. I will say, then, I have my doubts as to whether a state of things
could not exist and has not existed which authorized us to resort to the
laws of self-defense for self-protection. But while I have had doubts
on this question, I have uniformly acted upon the contrary principle

; so
far as I have had any influence, 1 have brought it to bear upon all persons

64 MISS
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in the ioterests of law and order and justice, and have impressed upon
them the duty of patience, and of avoiding violence and lawlessness, for

I have hoped and believed that such a course would prove the shortest

road to a better condition of things. •

Q. You are a member of the church, are you not '1—A. Yes.

Q. An elder in the Presbyterian church ?—A. Yes.

WITNESS ALWAYS DENOUNCED ACTS OF VIOLENCE.

Q. Has the existence of tbat doubt as to the moral right to pursue
such a course prevented you from disapproving and denouncing any
acts of violence, intimidation, or fraud which may have been resorted to

in the direction specified ?—A. It never has. I have always disapproved
of acts of violence and lawlessness.

HAS HEAKD OF ACTS OF VIOLENCE.

Q. Have you heard during the campaign of 1875 of charges of the
existence of intimidation, violence, and fraud in the State of Missis-

sippi, in difi'erent parts of it, against the blacks of the State ?

The Witness. During the pendency of the canvass ?

Mr. McMillan. During the canvass and after its conclusion.

A. I have heard and read such charges.

Q. I do not ask as to the truth of the charges.—A. 1 have heard such
charges made.

THINKS that in SOME CASES THE BLACKS WERE THE AGGRESSORS.

Q. Have you in any public manner denounced, or in any expression

of yourself denounced, any such acts if they existed ?—A. 1 have
always, whenever 1 expressed myself, disapproved of acts of violence

and intimidation. In some cases of conflicts and alleged acts of vio-

lence I have thought that the blacks were the aggressors, and have felt

that the whites had a right to protect themselves.

ABOUT THE INJUNCTION GRANTED BY JUDGE TARBE1.L.

Q. In reference to the bill in equity which has been riled here, upon
which an injunction was granted by Judge Tarbell, to which reference

has been made, was that order made by Judge Tarbell an order for a
temporary injunction upon presentation of this bill ?—A. The term tem-
porary injunction we do not rind in our books. It is simply an injunc-

tion which stands as an injunction until by the action of the court it is

dissolved. We have a law providing that a party may in vacation,

upon ten days' notice, move to dissolve, but until by action of the court

it is dissolved, the injunction stands. Such would bo the case in all cases.

Q. Was this order for an injunction granted upon an ex-parte hear-

ing upon presentation of the bill ?—A. Upon the bill, nothing but the

bill.

Q. Is that the practice in Mississii)pi ?—A. That is the usual practice,

to grant an injunction ex parte upon presentation of the bill.

STANDING OF G. WILEY WELLS.

Q. This bill was presented to Judge Tarbell. The bill is signed bj'

G. Wiley Wells, as solicitor for the complainant. Is he a member of the

bar of Mississippi ?—A. He is.

Q. What is his standing in the community—I do not ask your opin-

ion—his general accepted standing in the community in Mississippi as

a lawyer ?—A. It is respectable.

STANDING OF VARIOUS LAW-FIRMS IN THE STATE.

Q. He is a practicing member of the bar !—A. He is.

Q. 1 find indorsed upon this bill as solicitors Watson & Watsoa.

—
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A. That was the name of my firm, but that was not put there by me,
uor with my approbation.

Q. Judge Tarbell was not aware of that fact !—A. I suppose not.

Q. Was that firm a firm of respectability and good standing at the
bar in that county ?—A. Well, in regard to that, 1 shall have to speak
of myself. I have long done a fair practice at the bar of the State.

Q. I find also indorsed De Witt Stearnes. Is he a member of the
bar and of respectable standing ?—A. He was chancellor, and he is now
postmaster.

Q. And the firm of Stith & Phillips, are they members of the bar ?

—

A. They are.

Q. Of respectable standing ?—A. Yes.

Q. I find also Stricklin & Fant and Falconer & Brothers.—A. All
pretty respectable firms.

ABOUT JUDGE TARBELL.
There is an inference which I will correct. 1 have never heard a word

against Judge Tarbell on account of that injunction. As a lawyer and
as a judge, I would not have granted it ; but I do not impeach his action

at all. I thought it an unusual proceeding. I introduce it to the com-
mittee in connection with the other facts of the case, but the injunction
might have been left out.

Q. I make these inquiries in reference to your statement in regard to

Judge Tarbell to do him justice.—A. T do not think I stated anything
reflecting on Judge Tarbell. 1 said distinctly, 1 think, that I did not
impeach the motives or character of any member of the supreme court.

Q. My impression would be different.—A. I did not intend it, and it

was wholly foreign to my purpose.

Q. This bill related to the public printer, did it not ?—A. It did.

Q. It related to an interference by an association or corporation of

persons controlling or alleging a control of that paper, that newspaper

—

an attempt upon the part of the membership of that association to

remove the editor of the paper, did it not ?—A. The attempt was made
to reiDove the editor of the paper.

INJUNCTIONS GENERALLY GRANTED IN SUCH CASES.

Q, Under that state of facts, on the presentation of such a bill, upon
the application and indorsement of such solicitors, would it not be an
ordinary thing for a judge, upon an ex-parte application, to grant such
an order '?—A. Injunctions are granted with ji great deal of liberality,

but they are frequently refused.

Q. I ask you, would it not be an ordinary order to make under those
circumstances?—A. As a general thing, such applications prevail,

though not by any means uniformly. The chancellor-judge feels called

upon to scrutinize the application ; but I say again I do not refer to

that matter with any view to assail Judge Tarbell.

ABOUT THE APPOINTMENT OF REGISTRARS OF ELECTION.

Q. You have referred to the appointment of registrars prior to the
act of 1876, and you have referred also to the passage of that law, the
act of 1876, authorizing the governor of the State, the lieutenant-

governor, and secretary of state, to appoint new registrars in the State.

—A. Yes.

Q. Do you know whether under that law an appointment has been
made at Yicksburgh, in this State '?—A. I think I saw a statement that
appointments of registrars had been made for Warren County, in which
Vicksburgh is situated.
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Q. Do you know that under that law the goTernor or other officers

have appointed one Jack Tinney as registrar of Vicksburgh ?—A. I do
not.

Q. Do you know Jack Tinney ?—A. No ; I never heard of him, so far

as I am aware of.

NEVER HEARD OF NEGROES PLEDGING CERTIFICATE OF REGISTRATION
• FOR GOODS.

Q. Do you know whether in your county, during the campaign of

1875, merchants, white men belonging to the Democratic party, ever
received from negroes their certificate of registration as a pledge for an
advance of goods "?—A. I do not.

now INJUNCTIONS ARE GRANTED.

By Mr. McDonald:
Q. Is it usual in your State forjudges to grant injunctions on account

of the respectability of attorneys whose names are attached to the bill,

or upon the facts stated in the bill !—A. Upon the facts stated in the
bill.

Q. Supported by affidavit ?—A. Yes.

ABOUT LANDS SOLD BY DECREES OF A COURT IN EXECUTION.

By Mr. Bayard :

Q. I observe here in the twelfth article of the eighteenth section of

the first constitution of Mississippi, of 1868, they provide that all lands

sold in pursuance of decrees of court or execution shall be divided into

parts not exceeding one hundred and sixty acres. Is that provision ex-

isting in the constitution now ?—A. Yes; in the juesent constituton.

Q. Under that are all lands sold at sherilY sales and under decrees

for partition and sale—are they sold in tracts of that size ?—A. They
are.

Q. AVhat is the effect of that upon land "'.—A. In some instances it is,

I think, very ])ernicious.

Q. What is it upon tracts where the buildings are all upon a tract of

one hundred and sixty acres ?—A. It is necessarily prejudicial.

INTENT OF THE LAWS RELATING TO THE SALE OF LANDS.

Q. Was that intended to promote the subdivision of property?—A.
That was the intent. Mr. Gill said to me that one object of his party
was to divide up the lands so as to give land to the landless. I have
heard of his using this argument in favor of his party.

EFFECT OF THE LAWS RELATING TO THE SALE OF LANDS.

Q. In the settlement of intestate real estate, where it belongs to

minor children and is sold, what would be the effect where the build,

ings and stables of a large tract of land are not all sold with the land;

would it not be disastrous ?—A. It is in many cases; of course it depends
upon the particular tract whether it can be best sold as a whole or in

subdivisions. There is another peculiar constitutional provision. The
tax sales under the decisions of the Supreme Court as well as our State

courts often did not pass good title. They were construed with great

strictness. That was well understood in this State. ]f you will find

section eight of article twelve you will see that section provides that

to sales of land for delinquent taxes the court shall apply the same lib-

eral principle as in sales by execution. The effect of that is resilly to

aid tax-sale titles.

WITNESS WAS A MEMBER OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION.

Q. Look at this list of names of the persons who signed that consti-

tution. Are you familiar with those names ?—A. Most of them.
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Q. Were yon in the convention with these persons ?—A. I was.
Q. How long did you remain in the convention?—A. Two months;

may be more.

Q. Did 3^ou withdraw before the close"?—A. I did.

Q. Do yon know the general character of these people, as to their
station in life, their reputation, and their occupation?—A. I do not know
a great many.

COLORED MEMBERS WERE ILLITERATE.

Q. What proportion of colored men were there among them ?—A.
There were some twelve or fifteen, I think.

Q, Were there members of the convention who were unable to read
and write?—A. Quite a number of them were very illiterate. One of
them, a negro named Stewart, wholly without education, has been in

office ever since, and is now one of our State senators.

COUNTY OFFICERS UNABLE TO READ OR WRITE.

Q. You spoke here of county clerks who were unable to write. How
many do you know of that class?—A. I knew one in De Soto County,
and others in two or three other counties. These pcrS()[;s may possibly
be able to sign their names, but this is about all. The sheriff of De
Soto Couaty for four years was an illiterate, ignorant negro. He was
re-elected for a second term of two years each, 1 think. He had no
conception of the duties of his ofiQce. He did not pretend to discharge
them.

Q. ]Srot able to read the processes, or writs, or write his own returns
upon them ?—A. Ko, sir.

Q. En regard to justices of the peace?—A. I have known very igno-

rant and incompetent justices. They generally are able to write their

own names, but so illiterate and uncultivated that it was not possible
for them intelligently to read any law whatever. They were wholly in-

capable of discharging properly their duties.

Q. After 1869, were these persons appointed or elected justices of the
l^eace ?—A. I think the colored men were in some instances appointed,
but probably more were subsequently elected.

Q. As to the board of supervisors, was it frequently composed of per-
sons totally illiterate ?—A. Frequently of persons who were wholly
illiterate and could not by any possibility have any just conception of
their duties.

Q. Did the same condition of illiteracy apply to the members of the
legislature ?—A. In a good many cases. Many uneducated colored per-

sons and white men of but little character have been in our legislature

since reconstruction.

TREATMENT OF NORTHERN MEN.

Q. You were asked whether gentlemen coming here from the North-
ern States, allying themselves to the republican party of this State
openly, were treated with forbearance and civility. Do you know Judge
Campbell and Captain Ross, of Madison County ?—A. I know Judge
Campbell very well, and have heard of Mr. Ross.

Q. Are they both republicans ?—A. Mr. Ross is ; Judge Campbell is

not.

Q. Do you know whether they are both oflQce-holders ?—A. I believe

so—Mr. Ross, sheriff, and Judge Campbell on the supreme-court bench
of the State.

Q. Do you know whether they have been treated as friends and gen-
tlemen by the people generally of their county ?—A. Judge Campbell
is a gentleman of high character and standing, and the democrats were
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instrumental, I believe, in bringing out Mr. Ross for sheriff in his county.
In reference to republicans, while we have not made intimate associates

of many of them, we have not treated them with rudeness and incivility.

!Nobody has ever been hurt on political grounds in North Mississippi

within my knowledge. Many of these persons would have had little or

no social standing anywhere.

By Mr. McMillan :

TEN OR TWELVE NEGROES IN THE CONVENTION.

Q. You refer to the signers of this constitution
;
you say ten or twelve

were negroes ?—A. I think so.

Q. All the rest white men ?—A. Yes.

Q. And they produced as the result of their labors the constitution of

the State ?—A. Yes, sir.

MORE ABOUT THE EFFECT OF THE LAW REGULATING SALES OF LAND.

Q. In referring to sale of lauds under execution, you said the law
required them to be made in certain subdivisious ?—A. Yes.

Q. What were tliey '?—A. Xot more than (luarter-sectious, ICO acres
;

that is the constitutioual pro\ision.

Q. Do you thiuk that was l)ad policy for the laud-owners ?—A. Fre-

quently it was.

Q. It is a constitutional provision ?—A. Yes.

Q. The object of the sale on executiou would be to realize the best
price for the land, would it not ?—A. It would.

Q. Upon a land sale upon execution, where the lands were sold upon
junior judgment, was the land subject to the lien of a senior judgment ?

—

A. I think not, as the law stands.

Q. At the time ?—A. At that time, as now, I think, a junior sale

passed the title, but the oldest execution or judgment had a right to the
money.

Q. Subject to the redemption of the senior-judgment creditor!—A.
Ko, sir; not subject to redem[)tion, but it became a question as to appro-

priation of money. Judgments had to be registered, and it was the duty
of the sheriff to see what liens existed on the land.

Q. You think the policy of selling in tracts of that size was bad
policy ?—A. I think it was as to many tracts ; as to others, no loss results

from it.

Q. You have also referred to section 8, article 12, of the constitution,

which provides that the legislature shall provide by law for the sale of

delinquent-tax land, and the courts shall api)ly the same liberal princi-

ples in favor of such titles as of land sold on execution. In sales by ex-

ecution the construction as to any acts of the administrator would be
liberal, would not defeat the sale, so that title would pass on execu-
tion ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. That is regarded as good policy ?—A. Under executions it is.

Q. And the same principle would apply to tax-sale by this section ?

—

A. Yes.

TAX-TITLE TO LAND FORMERLY NOT A GOOD TITLE.

Q. Previous to that, you say, tax-titles were not relied upon very much
under the strictness with which the law was construed ?—A. They were
not.

Q, So the tax-title was not regarded, as a general rule, as a very
reliable title ?—A. It was not.

Q. And this provision was inserted for the purpose of avoiding these
strict technical constructions of acts done in the sale of lands for

taxes ?—A. Yes.
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TENDENCY OF THE PRESENT PROVISION OF THE CONSTITUTION.

Q. You thiuktliat was an iiiiwise provision, as you said?—A. I think
it was intended to inaugurate the policy of a party that wished to

divide out lands, and in that way benefit the landless. At tax-sales

the lands are generally struck off at the a.dount of the taxes due on
them, which is most generally, of course, very far below their value,

and the policy has been to favor the redemption of lands so sold ; and
as the titles acquired were known to be not very reliable, the owners
could generally get them back on very reavsonable terms.

Q. Under the former system the tendency would be to render rather
unimportant whether the taxes were promptly paid or not

;
persons

would rely upon the insecurity of the tax-title ?—A. There were dam-
ages added, and inconveniences and losses resulting from the non-
payment of taxes, which made it always to the interest of the owner
to pay taxes when he could.

Q. Would not the tendency of this provision be to insure a prompt
payment of taxes for fear of losing the land ?—A. Such, certainly, is the
effect of this constitutional provision, but it also has the effect of em-
barrassing titles sometimes when owners have endeavored to guard
against it.

H. E. EEVELS—MARSHALL COUNTY. ^

GENERAL CHARACTER OF THE CANVASS.

Jackson, Miss., June 22, 1870.

H. ii. Revels (colored) sworn and examined.

By Mr. BAYARD :

PERSONAL STATEMENT.

Question. How long have you resided in Mississippi "I—Answer. Since
last September a year ago. I went there about the 2Gth of September,
1874.

[The witness evidently misunderstood the question.]

Q. You were elected to the Senate of the United States by the legis-

lature of Mississippi, in what year !—A. In 1870.

Q. For what term was that ?—A. I think for an unexpired term of

about one year and one month.
Q. To which political party had you belonged prior to your coming

to the State of ]\Iississippi ?—A. The republican.

Q. By which party were you elected to the Senate of the United
States ?—A. The republican party.

Q. Where in this State is your residence ?—A. Holly Springs, Mar-
sliall County.

Q. The same county in which Judge Watson lives ?—A. The same
county.

Q. Did you reside there during the year 1875 ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. What was your oceupatioli during that year ?—A. The work of

the ministry.

Q. Are you a regularly-ordained clergyman ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Have you a church there ?—A. At present I am professor of the-

ology in Shaw University. Last January I ceased to be the pastor of
my church there.

Q. That university is at Holly Springs ?—A. At Holly Springs, right

there, the same place.
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Q, Did you take part iu the political canvass of the year 1875 ?—A.

To some exteur, ia behalf of Colonel Wells for Congress.

Q. Is he the present Representative ?—A. He is the present Repre-
sentative

;
yes, sir.

ORDER AND QUIET DURING THE CANVASS.

Q. What was the character of that canvass as to peace and good
order ?—A. Well, in Marshall County I am satisfied that the canvass

was characterized by order and quiet.

Q. What counties were embraced in the district which Mr. Wells
represents in Congress?—A. Grenada, Carroll, De Soto, Tate, Panola,

Sun Flower, Leflore, and I think there may be one or two more, but I

do not recollect.

WITNESS MADE NO PUBLIC SPEECHES.

Q. Were you in other counties in that district during the canvass
aiding Mr. Wells than the one you reside in ?—A. l!N"ot directly ; I had
business, and in passing through them I spoke a little in his favor pri-

vately. 1 made no public speeches.

Q. Had you in that way some opportunity of knowing what was going
on in the various counties comprising that district ?—A. I cannot say

that I had. 1 do not think I would be safe in saying that I had an
opportunity. I did make some inquiries in several places o know if

everything was going on quietly and pleasantly ; and at most places

where I made that inquiry I received an answer in the affirmative, and
in some an answer was given in the negative.

Q. Where were you on the day of the election f—A. I was at Holly
Springs.

Q. How did the election pass oil" there ?—A. Quietly. I am prepared
to say that in Holly Springs the election was as quiet and orderly and
as peaceful as any tliat was ever held in Holly Springs.

Q. Is your information of the same character in regard to the rest of

the county !—A. Yes, sir. I think I was told by one or two prominent
colored men that, perhaps at one or two voting-places, there was some
little disturbance, but it was caused by a few men who were under the

influence of liquor, and they did not regard that.

Q. The ordinary state of affairs that takes place on election day
existed ?—A. Yes, sir.

SENATOR BAYARD WANTS THE WITNESS TO STATE FACTS.

Q. The allegation has been made that the election in Mississippi was
characterized by gross intimidation and violence, preventing the free

exercise of the elective franchise by the citizens, and it is to test the truth

of that that this committee came, and I want to know what facts you
can contribute of your own knowledge on the one side or the other of

that statement.—A. Well, I do not know that I could safely go much
beyond what I have already said. W 1 am allowed, I might say some-
thing as to the impression that I have received; that is about all I

could say.

Q. It is very hard to say what has not been received before the com-
mittee; we came for information.—A. I was going to speak of the

impression that has been made upon my mind.

Q. I should rather, as far as I am concerned, you should state any facts

that you have.—A. I have no facts, I think, bearing on that point.

WITNESS HAS NO PERSONAL KNOWLEDGE OF INTIMIDATION.

Q. Do you know any acts of intimidation or violence of your own
knowledge in the State ?—A. Xo, sir; I do not ; I have no present knowl-
edge of anything of the kind.
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Q. What was the opiuion amoug the colored people in your county
on the subject of politics ?—A. Well, sir, quite a number of colored per-

sons rallied to me duriug the canvass, and some of them remarked that
the charges which were brought against some of their officers and leaders

by the democratic party had uot been satisfactorily answered by the
others, the candidates on the other side, and that thiug bothered them
some iittle. That is, I believe, the most that I have heard them say con-

cerning the uiatter.

THE SPLIT IN THE REPUBLICAN PARTY, AND ITS CHARACTER.

Q. Has there been a split in the republican party on the subject of
sustaining or o])posing General Ames' State administration?—A. Well,
sir, I think there has been a split on that subject.

Q. Was General Ames' administration assailed by prominent repnbli-

caus in j'our part of the country?—A. It was by some-
Q. What were the allegations made against it?—A. Well, I think that

they amounted simply to this, that General Ames had not endeavored
to carry out the pledges that he made in his inaugural address and in

some of his messages to the legislature; and also that he had not done
his duty in regard to affairs at Vicksburgh.

Q. What was the character of the pledges his inaugural had con-

tained ?—A. I do not recollect that the candidates made that plain, now.
I had no connection with it, of course ; I only heard this as uttered by
two different candidates. I do not recollect what the pledges were, but
I know that his failure to perform his pledges in some respects was made
the occurrence of their opposition to him.

Q. Was Mr. Wells opposed to Ames's administration 1—A. He cer-

tainly was, sir.

Q. Did you hear him make any public speeches?—A. I did.

Q. Did he or not assail General Ames and his administration ?—A.
Wells was opposed by Mr. Howe. They were both republicans; and
Mr. Howe and his supporters charged Colonel Wells with being opposed
to Governor Ames in his administration. Colonel Wells, in self-

defense, denied that, saying that he fully sustained Governor Ames as
far as his administration was republican and constitutional; but he
could not and would not do it any further.

GOVERNOR AMES REPORTED AS SAYING THAT THE BLOOD OF COLORED
MEN WOULD BENEFIT THE PARTY.

After this the charge was repeated ; and the next time Colonel Wells
defended himself he was more explicit, and went on to state that at the
time that Crosby, the colored sheriff, was here advising with him as to

what he should do in regard to his office, he having been intimidated in

resigning it, the governor advised him to get men enough from the

county to put him back in his office ; and that this man left, with another
colored person who was present ; and some white person present, re-

marked to Governor Ames that he feared that, if the advice he had
given that man was carried out, it would lead to blootlshed ; and that
the better way would be to appeal to the courts ; and that Governor
Ames replied, saying that even if the blood of a certain number of col-

ored men, say twenty-five or thirty, should be spilled, it would benefit

the republican party.

Mind you, this is what Colonel Wells said ; he was driven to say this

in his public speeches.

THE REPORTED SPEECH A HEARSAY ONE.

Q. It was a public speech ?—A. Yes, sir ; it was public.

Q. Was Wells present himself when this was uttered?—A. No, sir.
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Q. Where did he get the facts?—A. Some one'who went from here

told it in Washington City, and some friend there wrote Colonel Wells
a letter giving substantially what the person said who went from here.

That is the way he came in possession of it, as I understood him to say.

Q. Did he assail the administration of Ames upon other grounds

;

upon those of extravagance and corru[)tion ?—A. No, sir ; he charged
him with having failed to redeem his pledges and perform the promises

in his inaugural addresses and messages, but did not go on to say what
those pledges were.

Q. He did not detail the charges?—A. No, sir; merely charged them
in gross—merely in gross.

REPRESENTATIVE WELLS RECEIVED DEMOCRATIC SUPPORT.

Q. In the canvass, did Mr. Wells receive aiiy considerable democratic
support?—A. I think he did. At first the democrats thought of bring-

ing a man out to run for Congress in the district, seeing the fight going
on between Wells and Howe; but afterward one or two of them told

me hi Holly Springs that they thought they had better not attempt it,

for the reason that if they brought a man out it would unite the repub-

licans and they Avould be defeated any how ; and they were discussing

the matter among themselves as to which of these two men they should

vote for; and some were disposed to vote for NVells and others for

Howe ; but a charge was subsequently published against Howe for hav-

ing in his possession money belonging to Panola County, which he said

he would not give up until the courts compelled him to do it. This
dro\e the democrats to the sui)port of Wells, with some exceptions.

CONGRESSMAN HOWE CHARGED WITH BEING A DEFAULTER.

Q. What position had Howe held ?—A. He had been in Congress.

Q, How did he get this money into his bauds, belonging to Panola
County ?—A. I think he had been treasurer of the county.

Q. Was he accused of being a defaulter of that county ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. TLen the democrats refused to support him and went for Wells?

—

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did any number of colored men vote the democratic ticket at the
last election in your county ?—A. The result shows that, though I do
not know the names of those who did it.

THE ELECTION AT HOLLY SPRINGS ENTIRELY FAIR.

Q. The election was, as far as you know, entirely fair and properly

conducted?—A. The election in Holly Springs was fair ; that I have
not failed to state, and could not do it conscientiously.

THE witness's LETTER TO THE PRESIDENT.

Q. Did you publish a letter after the election in 1875, giving your
views as to the course of the administration of Governor Ames in this

State and its effect upon the election in that year ?—A. I did. It was
a letter I addressed to the President of the United States.

Q. Have you a copy of that with you ?—xV. I have not.

Q. Was it published here in the State ?—A. Yes, sir ; it was published

in the Jackson Daily Times.

Q. That is a republican paper ?—A. One of the best in the State and
one of the best in the country.

Q. What was the date of' that letter ?—A. The 6th of November, I

think. It was four days after tlie election.

Q. Do you know about what time it appeared here in the Times ?

—

A. No, sir.

Q. Was this letter deliberately written by you to the President ?—A.
It was.
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WHY THE LETTER WAS WRITTEN.

Q. Was it for the purpose of giving bim the true informatiou iu re-

gard to the affairs of your party in this State ?—A. Yes, sir. The object
of ray writing that letter was simply this: I believed then, as I do now,
that certain imprudent men, so called republicans, had broken our party
down, and that after the defeat they rushed to Washington and were
trying to mislead the President and throw the blame on the pure repub-
lican party of the State and the innocent old white citizens.

As I have said in one or two Christian papers in explanation of my
reason for writing that letter, I felt it my duty as a Christian man, as
far as my humble influence would go, to defend both the old white citi-

"

zens and the innocent republican party against their attempt to throw
the results of their fiiults upon them.
Another reason was this : I am a republican in every sense, and I

was not oul}' trying to have fair play done all the people here, but I was
working for the future good of the republican party, and for this reason
I believed that if these men succeeded in deceiving the President and
the national republican party into recognizing them, they would on the
strength of that recognition come back and force themselves ui^on us
as leaders and kill our party forever. Those were my reasons for writing
that letter.

STELL STANDS BY THAT LETTER.

Q. Does it receive your deliberate approval at this time—all the facts

stated !—A. It does.

THE LETTER.
[The Daily Times, jSTovember 10, 1876.]

Senator Revels to tlie President—His views on the dtuation.

Holly Springs, Miss., November 6, 187.5.

To His Excellency U. S. Grant,
President of the United States.

My Dear Sir : In view of the results of the recent election in onr State, I have de-
termined to write you a letter canvassing the situation and giving you my views
thereon. I will premise by saying that I am no politican, though having been honored
by a seat in the United States Senate. I never have sought political preferment, nor
do I ask it now, but am engaged in my calling—the ministry—and feeling an earnest
desire for the welfare of all the people, irrespective of race or color, I have deemed it

advisable to submit to you for consideration a few thoughts in regard to the political

situation in this State,
Since reconstruction, the masses of my people have been, as it were, enslaved i^

mind l>y unpriuciijled adventurers, who, caring nothing for country, were willing to
stoop to anything, no matter how infamous, to secure power to themselves and per-
petuate it. My people are naturally republicans and always will be, but as they grow
older in freedom so do they in wisdom. A great portion of them have learned that
they were being used as mere tools, and, as in the late election, not being able to cor-

rect the existing evil among themselves, they determined, by casting their ballots
against these unprincipled adventurers, to overthrow them ; and now that they have
succeeded in defeating these unprincipled adventurers, they are organizing for a
republican victory in 1876; that we will be successful there cannot be a doubt. There
are many good wliite republicans in the State who will unite with us, and who have
aided us in establishing ourselves as a people. In almost every instance these men
who have aided us have been cried down by the so-called republican officials in power
in the State. My people have been told by these schemers when men were placed upon
the ticket who were notoriously corrupt and dishonest, that they must vote for them

;

that the salvation of the party depended upon it ; that the man who scratched a
ticket was not a republican. This is only one of the many means these unprincipled
demagogues have devised to perpetuate the intellectual bondage of my people. To
defeat this policy, at the late election men irrespective of race, color, or party affilia-

tion, united and voted together against men known to be incompetent and dishonest.
I cannot recognize, nor do the masses of my people who read recognize, the majority of

the officials who have been in power for the past two yeai's as re])ublicans. We do
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not believe that republicanism means corruption, theft, and embezzlement. These
three offenses have been prevalent among a great portion of our office-holders ; to them
must be attrilmted the defeat of the republican party in the State if defeat there was

;

but I, w ith all the lights before me, look upon it as an uprising of the people, the
whole people, to crush out corrupt rings and men from power. Mississippi is to-day
as much rei>ublican as it ever was, and in November, 1876, we will roll up a rousing
majority for the republican candidate for Prcsideut, whoever he may be.

The great masses of the white people have abandoned their hostility to the General
Government an«l republican principles, and to-day accept as a fact that all men are bom
free and equal, and I believe are ready to guarantee to my people every right and priv-
ilege guaranteed to an American citizen. The bitterness and hate created by the late
civil strife has, in my opinion, been obliterated in this State, except, perhaps, in some
localities, and would have long since been entirely obliterated, were it not for some
unprincipled men who would keep alive the bitterness of the past and inculcate a
hatred between the races, in order that tliey may aggrandize themselves by office and
its emoluments to control my people, the eft'ect of whicli is to degrade them. As an
evidence that jtarty-lines in this State have been obliterated, men were supported with-
out regard to their party affiliations, their birth, or their color by those who heretofore
have acted with the democratic party, by this course giving an evidence of their sin-

cerity that they have abandoned the jiolitical issues of the past, and were only desirous
of inaugurating an honest State government and restoring a mutual couHdence between
the races. I give you my opinion, th.^t had our State ailministration adhered to repub-
lican princii»les and stood liy the platform uj)0U which it was elected, the State to-day
would have been ou the higliway of prosperity. Peace would have prevailed within
her borders, and the republican parry would have embraced within its folds thousands
of the best and purest citizens of wliich Mississipp? can boast, and the election just
passed would have been a republican victory of not less than eighty to a hundred thou-
sand nuijority ; but the disiionest course which has been ]iursued has forced into silence

and retirement nearly all of the h a<ling rei)ul)licans wlio organized and have hereto-
fore led the [larty to victory. A few who have been bold enough to stand by republi-
can principles and condemn dishonesty, corruption, and incompetency, have been sup-
ported and elected by overwhelming majorities. If the State administration had
adhered to republican principles, advanced ]»atriotic measures, ajiiJointed only honest
anil comi)etent men to ollice, and sought to restore confidence between the races, blood-
shed would have been unknown, peace would have prevailed, Federal interference
been unthouglit of; harmony, friendship, and mutual confidence would have taken the
place of tlie l)ayonot.

In conclusion, let me .say to yon, and through you to the great republican i)arty of
the North, that I deemed it my duty, in behalf of m\' people, that I present these facts,

in order that they and the white people (their former owners) should not suffer the mis-
representations which certain demagogues seemed desirous of encouraging.

Respectfully,
H. R. REVELS.

WITNESS DOES NOT WANT TO NAME OBNOXIOUS REPUBLICANS.

Q. Can you give liere the names of the men who went on to Wash-
ington to mislead, as you believe, the President of the United States in

regard to the true condition of affairs in this State ?—A. Well, if I could

be excused from naming them, I would be remarkably glad. Of course,

if 1 am bidden I will do so, but I would prefer to be excused.

Q. If the (juestion is inconvenient to you, I will withdraw it.—A. I

would tiiank you. The men are all named by Attorney-General Harris

in his late publication.

THE STATE PEACEABLE SINCE THE ELECTION.

Q. In regard to the condition of your county and the State, so far as

yon know, has it been peaceable and quiet since the election in 1875 ?

—

A. Yes, sir; so far as 1 know, there has been peace and quiet every-

where. '^














